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CHRONOLOGY

OF

MRS HEMANS' LIFE AND WORKS

1798.

Felicia Dorothea Beowke, bom at Liverpool,

Sept. 25.

1800, (ffit. 7.)

Removea with family from Liverpool to

Gwrych, near Abergele, Denbighshire.—Shortly

afterwards composes Lines on her Mother's

Birthday.

1804, (11.)

Spends winter, in London.—Writes thence

letter in rhyme to brother and sister in Wales.

1808, (15.)

Collection of poems printed in 4to.—England

and Spain written.—Becomes acquainted with

Captain Hemans.

1809, (16.)

Family remove to Bronwylfa in Flintshire.

—

Pursues her studies in French, Italian, Spanish,

and Portuguese.—Acquires the elements of

German; and shows a taste for drawing and

music.

1812, (19.)

Domestic Affections and other poems published.

—Marries Captain Hemans.—Takes up residence

at Daventry, Northamptonshire.

1813, (20.)

Son Arthur bom.—Returns to Bronwylfa.

1816, (23.)

Publishes Restoration of the Works of Ai't to

Italy; also Modem Greece.

1818, (25.)

Makes Translations from Camoens and others.

—Publishes Stanzas on the Death of Princess

Charlotte, (Blackwood't Magazme, April.)

1819, (26.)

Tales and Historic Scenes published.—Gains

prize for best poem on the Meeting of Wallace

and Bruce.—Captain Hemans takes up residence

in Italy.—Family consists of five sons.

1820, (27.)

Publishes poem of Sceptic.—Becomes ac-

quainted with Bishop Hebcr and his brother

Richard.—Corresponds with Mr Gifford.—Con-

tributes papers on Foreign Literature to Edin-

IurghMagazme.—Publishes Stanzas to theMemory

of George the Third.—Visits Wavertree Lodge,

near Liverpool, (October.)

1821, (28.)

Poem of Dartmoor obtains prize offered by

Royal Society of Literature.—Corresponds with

Rev. Mr Milman, and Dr Croly.—Writes Vespers

of Palermo.—Extends her German studies.

Writes Welsh Melodies.



CHRONOLOGY OF LIFE AND WORKS.

1822, (29.)

Siege of Valencia, and Songs of the Cid written

;

—also dramatic fragment of Don Sebastian.

1823, (30.)

Contributes to Thomas Campbell's New Monthly

Magazine.—Voice of Spring -nTitten, (Mai-ch.)

—

Siege of Valencia published, along with Last

Coustantine and Belshazzar's Feast.—Vespers of

Palermo performed at Covent Garden, (Dec. 12.)

1824, (31.)

Composes De Chatillon, revised MS. of which

unfortimately lost.—Writes Lays of Many Lands.

— Removes with family from Bronwjlfa to

Khyllou.

1825, (32.)

Treasures of the Deep, The Hebrew Mother,

The Hour of Death, Graves of a Household, The

Cross in the Wilderness, and many other of her

best lyrics written.

1826, (33.)

The Forest Sanctuary published, together with

Lays of Many Lands.—Commences correspon-

dence with Professor Norton of Boston, U.S.,

who republishes her works there.

1827, (34.)

Mrs Hemans loses her mother (1 1th January.)

—

Writes Hymns for Childhood, which arc first

published in America.—Corresponds with Joanna

Baillie, Anne Grant, Marj' Mitford, Caroline

Bowles, Mary Howitt, and M. J. Jewsbury.

—

Writes Korner to his Sister, Homes of England,

An Hour of Romance, The Palm-Tree, and many
other lyrics.—Health becomes impaired.

1828, (35.)

Publisheswith MrBlackwoodRecords ofWoman,
and collected Miscellanies, (May.)—Contributes

regularly to Blackwood's Magazine.—Visits Waver-

tree Lodge early in summer.—Removes to village

of Wavcrtree with family in September.

1829, (36.)

Writes Lady of Provence, To a Wandering

Female Singer, The Child's Fii-st Grief, The
Better Land, and Miscellanies.—Voyages to Scot-

land, (June,) and visits Mr Henry M'Kenzie, Rev.

Mr Alison, Lord Jeffrej', Sir Walter Scott, Captain

Hamilton, Captain BasU Hall, and other distin-

guished literati.—Returns to England, (Sept.)

—

A Spirit's Return composed.

1830. (37.)

Songs of the Affections published.—Visits the

Lakes and Mr Wordsworth.—Domiciles during

part of summer at Dove's Nest, near Ambleside.

—Revisits Scotland, (Aug.)—Returns by Dublin

and Holyhead to Wales.

1831. (38.)

State of health delicate.—Quits England for last

time, (April,) and proceeds to DubUn.—Visits the

Hei-mitage, near ICilkenny, and Woodstock.—Re-

turns to Dublin, (Aug.)—Writes various lyrics.

1832. (39,)

Health continues greatly impaired.—Writes

Miscellaneous Lyrics, Songs of Spain, and Songs

of a Guardian Spirit.

1833. (40.)

Feels recruited during spring.—Writes Songs of

Captivity, Songs for Summer Hom-s, and many of

Scenes and Hymns of Life.—Composes Sonnets

Devotional and Memorial.— Commences ti'ans-

lation of Scenes and Passages from German

Authors, (December.)

1834. (41.)

Hymns for Childhood published (March;)

also National Lyrics and Songs for Music.

— Paper on Tasso, published in New Monthly

Magazine, (May.)—Writes Fragment of Paper on

Iphigenia.— Records of Spring 1834 written,

(April, May, June.)—Is seized with fever ; during

convalescence retires into county of Wicklow.

—

Returns to Dubhn in autumn, and has attack of

ague.—Composes Records of Autumn 1834.

—

Writes Despondency and Aspiration, (Oct. and

Nov.)—The Huguenot's Farewell and Antique

Greek Lament, (Nov.)—Thoughts during Sickness

written, (Nov. and Dec.)—Retires during conval-

escence to Redesdalo, a country-seat of the Arch-

bishop of Dublin.

1835. (42.)

Returns to Dublin, (March.)—Debilitygradually

increases.— Corresponds regarding Sir Robert

Peel's appointment of her son Henry.—Dictates

Sabbath Sonnet, (April 26.)—Departs this life,(l 6th

May.)—Remains interred in vault beneath St

Anne's Church, Dublin.





THE

POETICAL WORKS

MRS HEM ANS

JUVENILE POEMS

ON MY MOTHER'S BIRTHDAY.

WRITTEN AT THE AGK OF EIGHT.

Clad in all their brightest green,

This day the verdant fields are seen

;

The tuneful birds begin their lay.

To celebrate thy natal day.

The breeze is still, the sea is calm.

And the whole scene combines to charm

;

The flowers revive, this charming May,

Because it is thy natal day.

The sky is blue, the day serene.

And only pleasure now is seen ;

The rose, the pink, the tulip gay.

Combine to bless thy natal day.

A PRAYER.

WRITTEN AT THE AGE OF NINE.

God ! my Father and my Friend,

Ever thy blessings to me send

;

Let me have Virtue for my guide.

And Wisdom always at my side.

Thus cheerfully through life I'll go.

Nor ever feel the ating of woe;

Contented with the hvmiblest lot

—

Happy, though in the meanest cot.

ADDRESS TO THE DEITY.

WRITTEN AT THE AGK OF ELEVEN.

The infant muse, Jehovah ! would aspire

To swell the adoration of the lyre

:

Source of all good ! oh, teach my voice to sing

Thee, from whom Nature's genuine beauties

spring;

Thee, God of truth, omnipotent and wise,

Who saidst to Chaos, " let the earth arise."

Author of the rich luxuriant year !

Love, Truth, and Mercy in thy works appear

:

Within their orbs the planets dost Thou keep,

And e'en hast limited the mighty deep.

Oh ! could I number thy inspiiing ways.

And wake the voice of animated praise !

Ah, no ! the theme shall swell a cherub's note

;

To Thee celestial hymns of rapture float.

'Tis not for me in lowly strams to sing

Thee, God of mercy,—heaven's immortal King !

Yet to that happiness I'd fain aspire

—

Oh ! fill my heart with elevated fire :

With angel-songs an artless voice shall blend,

The grateful offering shall to Thee ascend.



JUVENILE POEMS.

Yes I Thou wilt breathe a spirit o'er my lyre,

And " fill my beating heart with sacred fire !

"

And when to Thee my youth, my life, I've given,

Raise me to join Eliza, ^ blest in Heaven.

' SHAKSPEARE.

WRITTETT AT THE AOE OF ELEVEN.

[One of her earliest tastes was a passion for Sbakspeare,

which she read, as her choicest recreation, at sLt years old
;

and in later days she would often refer to the hours ofromance

she had passed in a secret haunt of her o^^Ti—a seat amongst

the branches of an old apple-tree— where, revelling in the

treasures of the cherislied volume, she would become com-

pletely absorbed in the imaginative world it revealed to her.

The foUowing lines, written at eleven years old, may be ad-

duced as a proof of her juvenile enthusiasm,— Memoir of

Mrs HemaTis by her Sister ^ p. 6, 7.]

I LOVE to rove o'er history's page,

Recall the hero and the sage

;

Revive the actions of the dead,

And memory of ages fled :

Yet it yields me greater pleasure,

To read the poet's pleasing measure.

Led by Shakspeare, bard inspired.

The bosom's energies are fired

;

We learn to shed the generous tear,

O'er poor Ophelia's sacred bier

;

To love the merry moonlit scene.

With fairy elves in valleys green

;

Or, borne on fancy's heavenly wings,

To listen while sweet Ariel sings.

How sweet the "native woodnotes wUd"
Of him, the "Muse's favourite child

!

Of him whose magic lays impart

Each various feeling to the heart

!

TO MY BROTHER AND SISTER IN THE
COUNTRY.

WRITTEN AT THE AOE OF" ELEVEN.

[At about the age of eleven, she passed a winter in London
with her father and mother ; and a similar sojourn was re-

peated in the following year, after which she never visited the

metropolis. The contrast between the confinement of a town
life, and the happy freedom of her own mountain home, was
even then so distasteful to her, that the indulgences of plays

and sights soon caised to be cared for, and she longed to

rejoin her younger brother and sister in their favourite rural

haunts and amusements— tlie nuttery wood, the beloved

apple-tree, the old arbour, with its swing, the post-office tree,

in whose trunk a daily interchange of family letters was estab-

> A sister whom the author had lost.

lished, the pool where fairy ships were launched (generally

painted and decorated by herself,) and, dearer still, the fresh

free ramble on the seashore, or the mountain expedition to

the Signal Station, or the Roman Encampment. In one of

her letters, the pleasure with which she looked forward to her

return home was thus expressed in rhyme.

—

Mem. p. 8, 9.]

Happy soon we'll meet again.

Free from sorrow, care, and pain

;

Soon again we'll rise with dawn.

To roam the verdant dewy lawn

;

Soon the budding leaves we'll haU,

Or wander through the well-known vale

;

Or weave the smiling wreath of flowers

;

And sport away the light-wing'd hours.

Soon we'll run the agile race

;

Soon, dear playmates, we'll embrace ;

—

Through the wheat-field or the grove,

We'll hand in hand delighted rove

;

Or, beneath some spreading oak,

Ponder the instructive book

;

Or view the ships that swiftly glide,

Floating on the peaceful tide

;

Or raise again the caroll'd lay

;

Or join again in mirthful play

;

Or listen to the humming bees,

As their murmurs swell the breeze

;

Or seek the primrose where it springs

;

Or chase the fly with painted wings

;

Or talk beneath the arbour's shade

;

Or mark the tender shooting blade

:

Or stray beside the babbling stream,

When Luna sheds her placid beam

;

Or gaze upon the glassy sea

Happy, happy shall we be !

SONNET TO MY MOTHER.

WRITTEN AT THE AGE OF TWELVE.

To thee, maternal guardian of my youth,

I pour the genuine numbers free from art

—

The lays inspired by gratitude and truth

;

For thou wilt prize the efliision of the heart

Oh ! be it mine, with sweet and pious care.

To calm thy bosom in the hour of grief;

With soothing tenderness to chase the tear.

With fond endearments to impart relief

:

Be mine thy warm affection to repay

With duteous love in thy declining hours

;

My filial hand shall strew unfading flowers,

Perennial roses, to adorn thy way

:

Still may thy grateful children round thee smile

—

Their pleasing care affliction sliall beguile.
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SOSTNET.

WRITTEN AT THE AGE OF THIRTEEN.

'Tis sweet to think the spirits of the blest

May hover round the virtuous man's repose

;

And oft in visions animate his breast,

And scenes of bright beatitude disclose.

The ministers of Heaven, vpith pure control,

May bid his sorrow and emotion cease.

Inspire the pious fervour of his soul,

And whisper to his bosom hallow'd peace.

Ah, tender thought ! that oft with sweet relief

May charm the bosom of a weeping friend.

Beguile with magic power the tear of grief,

And pensive pleasure with devotion blend

;

While oft he fancies music, sweetly faint.

The airy lay of some departed saint.

RURAL WALKS.

WniTTKN AT THE AGE OP THIRTEEN.

Oh ! may I ever pass my happy hours

In Cambrian valleys and romantic bowers

;

For every spot in sylvan beauty drest,

And every landscape, charms my youthful breast.

And much I love to hail the vernal mom.
When flowers of spring the mossy seat adorn

;

And sometimes through the lonely wood I stray,

To cull the tender rosebuds in my way

;

And seek in every wild secluded dell.

The weeping cowslip and the azure beU

;

With all the blossoms, fairer in the dew.

To form the gay festoon of varied hue.

And oft I seek the cultivated green,

The fertile meadow, and the vOlage scene

;

Where rosy children sport aroimd the cot.

Or gather woodbine from the garden spot.

And there I wander by the cheerful rill.

That murmurs near the osiers and the mill

;

To view the smiling peasants turn the hay.

And listen to their pleasing festive lay.

I love to loiter in the spreading grove.

Or in the mountain scenery to rove;

Where summits rise in awful grace around.

With hoary moss and tufted verdure crown'd

;

Where cliiFs in solemn majesty are piled,

" And frown upon the vale" with grandeur wild

:

And there I view the mouldering tower sublime,

Array'd in all the blending shades of Time.

The airy upland and the woodland green.

The valley, and romantic moimtoin scene

;

The lowly hermitage, or fair domain,

The dell retired, or willow-shaded lane

;

" And every spot in sylvan beauty drest.

And every landscape, charms my youthful breast."

SONNET.

WRITTEN AT THE AOE OF THIRTEEN.

[In 1808, a collection of her poems, which liad long been

regarded amongst her friends with a degree of admiration

perhaps more partial than judicious, was submitted to the

world, in the form (certainly an ill-advised one) of a quarto

volume. Its appearance drew down the animadversions of

some self-constituted arbiter of public taste,i and the young
poetess was thus early initiated into the pains and perils

attendant upon the career of an author ;—though it may here

be observed, that, as far as criticism was concerned, this was
at once the first and last time she was destined to meet with

any thing like harshness or mortification. Though this unex-

pected severity was felt bitterly for a few days, her buoyant
sph-it soon rose above it, and her effusions continued to be

poured forth as spontaneously aa the song of the skylark.]

I LOVE to hail the mild and balmy hour

When evening spreads around her twilight veil;

When dews descend on every languid flower,

And sweet and tranquil is the summer gale.

Then let me wander by the peaceful tide,

While o'er the wave the breezes lightly play

;

To hear the waters murmur as they glide,

To mark the fading smile of closing day.

There let me linger, blest in visions dear,

TiU the soft moonbeams tremble on the seas

;

While melting sounds decay on fancy's ear,

Of airy music floating on the breeze.

For still when evening sheds the genial dews.

That pensive hour is sacred to the muse.

I The criticism referred to, and which, considering the cir-

cumstances under which the volume appeared, was certainly

somewhat ungenerous, and quite uncalled for, ran as follows:

—** We hear that the^e poems are the * genuine productions
of a young lady, wTitten between the ages of eight and tliu*-

teen years,' and we do not feel inclined to question the intel-
ligence ; but althoufiii the fact may insure them an indulgent
reception from all those who have ' children dear,* yet, when
a little girl publishes a large quarto, we are disposed to
examine before we admit her claims to public attention.
Many of Miss Browne's compositions are extremely Jejune.
However, though Miss Browne's poems contain some errone-
ous and some pitiable Hnes, we must praise the ' Reflections
in a ruined Castle,* and the poetic strain in which they are
delivered. The lines to * I'atriotism ' contain good thoughts
and forcible images ; and if the youthful author were to con-
tent herself for some years with reading instead of writing,
we sliould open any future work from her pen with an expec-
tation of pleasure, founded on our recollection of tliis publi-
cation; though we must, at the same time, observe, that
premature talents are not always to be considered as signs of
future excellence. The honeysuckle attains maturity before
the 03k."—Monthly Iteview, 1809.
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ENGLAND AND SPAIN; OR, VALOUR
AND PATRIOTISM.

WaiTTKN AT THE AGE OF FOURTEEN.

'* His sword the brave man draws,

And asks no omen but his country's cause."

—

Pofb.

[New sources of inspiration were now opening to her view.

Birthday addresses, songs by the seashore, and invocations

to fairies, were hencefortli to be diversified with warlike

themes ; and trumpets and banners now floated through the

dreams in which birds and flowers had once reigned para-

mount. Her two elder brothers had entered the army at an

early age, and were both serving in the 23d Royal Welsh

FusUiers. One of them was now engaged in the Spanish

campaign under Sir John Moot« ; and a vivid imagination

and enthusiastic affections being alike enlisted in the cause,

her young mind was filled with glorious visions of British

valour and Spanish patriotism. In her ardent view, the days

of chivalry seemed to be restored, and the very names which

were of daily occurrence in the despatches, were involun-

tarily associated with the deeds of Roland and his Paladins,

or of her own especial hero, *' The Cid Ruy Diaz," the Cam-
peador. Under the inspiration of tliese feelings, she composed

a poem entitled " England and Spain," which was published

and afterwards translated into Spanish. This cannot but be

considered as a very remarkable production for a girl of four-

teen ; lofty sentiments, correctness of language, and historical

knowledge, being all strikingly displayed in it.

—

Memoir,

p. 10, 11.]

Too long have Tyranny and Power combined

To sway, with iron sceptre, o'er mankind

;

Long has Oppression worn th' imperial robe,

And Rapine's sword has wasted half the globe I

O'er Europe's cultured realms, and climes afar.

Triumphant Gaul has pour'd the tide of war

:

To her fair Austria veil'd the standard bright ;

Ausonia's lovely plains have own'd her might

;

While Prussia's eagle, never taught to yield.

Forsook her towering height on Jena's field !

gallant Frederic ! could thy parted shade

Have seen thy country vanquish'd and betray'd.

How had thy soul indignant moum'd her shame.

Her sullied trophies, and her tamish'd fame !

When Valour wept lamented Brunswick's doom.

And nursed with tears the laurels on his tomb

;

When Prussia, drooping o'er her hero's grave.

Invoked his spirit to descend and save

;

Then set her glories—then expired her sun.

And fraud achieved e'en more than conquest won !

O'er peaceful realms, that smiled with plenty

gay,

Has desolation spread her ample sway

;

Thy blast, Ruin ! on tremendous wings.

Has proudly swept o'er empires, nations, kings.

Thus the wild hurricane's impetuous force

With dark destruction marks its whelming course.

Despoils the woodland's pomp, the blooming plain,

Death on its pinion, vengeance in its train !

—Rise, Freedom, rise ! and, breaking from thy

trance.

Wave the dread banner, seize the glittering lance !

With arm of might assert thy sacred cause,

And call thy champions to defend thy laws !

How long shall tyrant power her throne main-

tain]

How long shall despots and usurpers reign ?

Is honour's lofty soul for ever fled !

Is virtue lost 1 is martial ardour dead ?

Is there no heart where worth and valour dwell,

No patriot Wallace, no undaunted Tell ]

Yes, Freedom ! yes ! thy sons, a noble band.

Around thy banner, firm, exulting stand

;

Once more, 'tis thine, invincible to wield

The beamy spear and adamantine shield I

Again thy cheek with proud resentment glows.

Again thy lion-glance appals thy foes

;

Thy kindling eye-beam darts uncouquer'd fires,

Thy look sublime the warrior's heart inspires

;

And, while to guard thy standard and thy right,

Castilians rush, intrepid, to the fight,

Lo ! Britain's generous host their aid supply,

Resolved for thee to triumph or to die

;

And Glory smiles to see Iberia's name

EnroU'd with Albion's in the book of fame !

Illustrious names ! still, still united beam,

Be still the hero's boast, the poet's theme :

So, when two radiant gems together shine.

And in one wreath their lucid light combine

;

Each, as it sparkles with transcendant rays.

Adds to the lustre of its kindred blaze.

Descend, Genius ! from thy orb descend !

Thy glowing thought, thy kindling spirit lend !

As Memnon's harp (so ancient fables say)

With sweet vibration meets the morning ray,

So let the chords thy heavenly presence own.

And swell a louder note, a nobler tone

;

Call from the sun, her burning throne on high,

The seraph Ecstasy, with lightning eye

;

Steal from the source of day empyreal fire.

And breathe the soul of rapture o'er the lyre !

Hail, Albion ! hail, thou land of freedom's

birth!

Pride of the main, and Phcenix of the earth !

Thou second Rome, where mercy, justice, dwell,

Whose sons in wisdom as in arms excel f



ENGLAND AND SPAIN.

Thine are the dauntless bands, like Spartans

brave.

Bold in the field, triumphant on the wave;

In classic elegance and arts divine,

To rival Athens' fairest palm is thine

;

For taste and fancy from Hymettus fly,

And richer bloom beneath thy varying sky.

Where Science mounts in radiant car sublime

To other worlds beyond the sphere of time 1

Hail, Albion, hail ! to thee has fate denied

Peruvian mines and rich Hindostan's pride.

The gems that Ormuz and Golconda boast.

And all the wealth of Montezuma's coast

:

For thee no Parian marbles brightly shine,

No glowing suns mature the blushing vine

;

No light Arabian gales their wings expand,

To waft Sabffian incense o'er the land

;

No graceful cedars crown thy lofty hills,

No trickling myrrh for thee its balm distils

;

Not from thy trees the lucid amber flows.

And far from thee the scented cassia blows :

Yet fearless Commerce, pillar of thy throne,

Makes all the wealth of foreign climes thy own ;

From Lapland's shore to Afric's fervid reign.

She bids thy ensigns float above the main

;

Unfiirls her streamers to the favouring gale,

And shows to other worlds her daring sail

:

Then wafts their gold, their varied stores to thee.

Queen of the trident ! empress of the sea !

For this thy noble sons have spread alarms.

And bade the zones resoimd with Britain's arms

!

Calpe's proud rock, and Syria's palmy shore.

Have heard and trembled at their battle's roar

;

The sacred waves of fertilising Nile

Have seen the triumphs of the conquering isle

;

For this, for this, the Samiel-blast of war

Has roll'd o'er Vincent's cape and Trafalgar !

Victorious Rodney spread thy thunder's sound.

And Nelson fell, -with fame immortal crovm'd

—

Blest if their perils and their blood could gain.

To grace thy hand, the sceptre of the main !

The milder emblems of the virtues calm—
The poet's verdant bay, the sage's palm—
These in thy laurel's blooming foliage twine.

And round thy brows a deathless wreath com-

bine:

Not Mincio's banks, nor Meles' classic tide.

Are haUow'd more than Avon's haunted side ;

Nor is thy Thames a less inspiring theme
Than pure Ilissus, or than Tiber's stream.

Bright in the annals of th' impartial page,

Britannia's heroes live from age to age !

Fi'om ancient days, when dwelt her savage race.

Her painted natives, foremost in the chase,

Free from all cares for luxury or gain.

Lords of the wood and monarchs of the plain ;

To these Augustan days, when social arts

Refine and meliorate her manly hearts

;

From doubtful Arthur—hero of romance.

King of the circled board, the spear, the lance—
To those whose recent trophies grace her shield,

The gallant victors of Vimeira's field

;

Still have her warriors borne th' unfading crown,

And made the British flag the ensign of renown.

Spirit of Alfred ! patriot soul sublime !

Thou morning-star of error's darkest time !

Prince of the Lion-heart ! whose arm in fight.

On Syria's plains repell'd Saladin's might

!

Edward ! for bright heroic deeds revered.

By Cressy's fame to Britain still endear'd !

Triumphant Henry ! thou, whose valour proud.

The lofty plume of crested Gallia bow'd !

Look down, look down, exalted shades ! and

view

Your Albion still to freedom's banner true !

Behold the land, ennobled by your fame.

Supreme in glory, and of spotless name

:

And, as the pyramid indignant rears

Its awful head, and mocks the waste of years ;

See her secure in pride of virtue tower,

\Yhile prostrate nations kiss the rod of power !

Lo ! where her pennons, waving high, aspire.

Bold Victoiy hovers near, " with eyes of fire !"

While Lusitania hails, with just applause.

The brave defenders of her injured cause;

Bids the full song, the note of triumph rise.

And swells th' exulting paean to the skies !

And they, who late with anguish, hard to tell,

Breathed to their cherish'd realms a sad farewell

!

Who, as the vessel bore them o'er the tide.

Still fondly linger'd on its deck, and sigh'd

;

Gazed on the shore, till tears obscured their sight.

And the blue distance melted into light—

The Royal exiles, forced by Gallia's hate

To fly for refuge in a foreign state

—

They, soon returning o'er the western main.

Ere long may view their clime beloved again :

And as the blazing pillar led the host

Of faithful Israel o'er the desert coast.

So may Britannia guide the noble band

O'er the wild ocean to their native land.

glorious isle !— sovereign of the waves !

Thine are the sons who " never will be slaves !

"
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See them once more, with ardent hearts advance,

And rend the laurels of insulting France

;

To brave Castile their potent aid supply,

And wave, Freedom ! wave thy sword on high 1

Is there no bard of heavenly power possess'd

To thrill, to rouse, to animate the breast t

Like Shakspeare o'er the secret mind to sway.

And call each wayward passion to obey?

Is there no bard, imbued with hallow'd fire.

To wake the chords of Ossian's magic lyre

;

Whose numbers breathing all his flame divine,

The patriot's name to ages might consign 1

Else, Inspiration ! rise ! be this thy theme.

And mount, like Uriel, on the golden beam !

Oh, could my muse on seraph pinion spring.

And sweep with raptui'e's hand the trembling

string!

Could she the bosom energies control.

And pour impassion'd fervour o'er the soul

!

Oh, could she strike the harp to Milton given,

Brought by a cherub from th' empyrean heaven

!

Ah, fruitless wish ! ah, prayer preferr'd in vain,

For her—the humblest of the woodland train

;

Yet shall her feeble voice essay to raise

The hymn of liberty, the song of praise !

Iberian bands ! v.hose noble ardour glows

To pour confusion on oppressive foes

;

Intrepid spirits, haU ! 'tis yours to feel

The hero's fire, the freeman's godlike zeal

!

Not to secure dominion's boundless reign.

Ye wave the flag pf conquest o'er the slain;

No cruel rapine leads you to the war.

Nor mad ambition, whirl'd in crimson car.

No, brave Castilians ! yours a nobler end,

Your land, your laws, your monarch to defend !

For these, for these, your valiant legions rear

The floating standard, and the lofty spear !

The fearless lover wields the conquering sword.

Fired by the image of the maid adored

!

His best-beloved, his fondest ties, to aid.

The father's hand imsheaths the gUttering blade !

For each, for all, for ev'ry sacred right.

The daring patriot mingles in the fight

!

And e'en if love or friendship faU to warm.
His country's name alone can nerve his dauntless

arm !

He bleeds ! he falls I his death-bed is the field

!

His dirge the trumpet, and his bier the shield !

His closing eyes the beam of valour speak.

The flush of ardour lingers on his cheek
;

Serene he lifts to heaven those closmg eyes,

Then for his country breathes a prayer— and

dies!

Oh ! ever hallow'd be his verdant grave

—

There let the laurel spread, the cypress wave !

Thou, lovely Spring I bestow, to grace his tomb.

Thy sweetest fragrance, and thy earliest bloom

;

There let the tears of heaven descend in balm.

There let the poet consecrate his palm !

Let honour, pity, bless the holy ground.

And shades of sainted heroes watch around !

'Twas thus, while Glory rung his thrilling knell.

Thy chief, Thebes ! at Mantinea fell

;

Smiled undismay'd within the arms of death.

While Victory, weeping nigh, received his breath I

thou, the sovereign of the noble soul I

Thou source of energies beyond control

!

Queen of the lofty thought, the generous deed.

Whose sons unconquer'd fight, undaunted bleed,—

Inspiring Liberty ! thy worshipp'd name

The warm enthusiast kindles to a flame;

Thy chai-ms inspire him to achievements high,

Thy look of heaven, thy voice of harmony.

More blest with thee to tread perennial snows.

Where ne'er a flower expands, a zephyr blows

;

\\'here Winter, binding nature in his chain,

In frost-work palace holds perpetual reign

;

Than, far from thee, with frolic step to rove

The green savannas and the spicy gi-ove

;

Scent the rich balm of India's perfumed gales,

In citron-woods and aromatic vales

:

For oh ! fair Liberty, when thou art near,

Elysivim blossoms in the desert drear !

Where'er thy smile its magic power bestows.

There arts and taste expand, there fancy glows

;

The sacred lyre its wild enchantment gives.

And every chord to swelling transport lives

;

There ardent Genius bids the pencil trace

The soul of beauty, and the lines of grace

;

With bold Promethean hand, the canvass warms.

And calls from stone expression's breathing forms.

Thus, where the fruitful Nile o'crflows its bound.

Its genial waves difl'use abundance round.

Bid Ceres laugh o'er waste and sterile sands.

And rich profusion clothe deserted lands.

Immortal Freedom ! daughter of the skies !

To thee shall Britain's grateful incense rise.

Ne'er, goddess ! ne'er foreake thy favourite isle.

Still be thy Albion brighten'd with thy smile !

Long had thy spirit slept in dead repose.

While proudly triumph'd thine insulting foes

;
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Yet, though a cloud may veil Apollo's light,

Soon, with celestial beam, he breaks to sight

:

Once more we see thy kindling soul return,

Thy vestal-flame with added radiance bum

;

Lo ! in Iberian hearts thine ardour lives,

Lo ! in Iberian hearts thy spark revives

!

Proceed, proceed, ye firm undaunted band !

StUl sure to conquer, if combined ye stand.

Though myriads flashing in the eye of day

Stream'd o'er the smiling land in long array.

Though tyrant Asia pour'd unnumber'd foes.

Triumphant still the arm of Greece arose ;

—

For every state in sacred union stood.

Strong to repel invasion's whelming flood ;

Each heart was glowing in the general cause,

Each hand prepared to guard their hallow'd

laws;

Athenian valour join'd Laconia's might,

And but contended to be first in fight ;

From rank to rank the warm contagion ran.

And Hope and Freedom led the flaming van.

Then Persia's monarch moum'd his glories lost.

As wild confusion wing'd his flying host;

Then Attic bai-ds the hymn of victory sung,

The Grecian harp to notes exulting rung !

Then Sculpture bade the Parian stone record

The high achievements of the conquering aword.

Thus, brave CastUians 1 thus may bright renown

And fair success your valiant efforts crown !

Genius of chivalry ! whose early days

Tradition still recounts in artless lays;

Whose faded splendours fancy oft recalls

—

The floating banners and the lofty halls.

The gallant feats thy festivals display'd,

' The tut, the tournament, the long crusade;

Whose ancient pride Romance delights to hail.

In fabling numbers, or heroic tale

:

Those times are fled, when stem thy castles

frown'd.

Their stately towerswith feudal grandeur crown'd

;

Those times are fled, when fair Iberia's clime

Beheld thy Gothic reign, thy pomp sublime

;

And all thy glories, all thy deeds of yore.

Live but in legends wild, and poet's lore.

Lo ! where thy silent harp neglected Ues,

Light o'er its chords the murmuring zephyr sighs;

Thy solemn courts, where once the minstrel sung,

The choral voice of mirth and music rung;

Now, with the ivy clad, foi-saken, lone.

Hear but the breeze and echo to its moan :

Thy lonely towers deserted fall away.

Thy broken shield is mouldering in decay.

Yet, though thy transient pageantries are gone,

Like fairy visions, bright, yet swiftly flown;

Genius of chivalry ! thy noble train,

Thy firm, exalted vu-tucs yet remain

!

Fair truth, array'd in robes of spotless white,

Her eye a sunbeam, and her zone of light;

Warm emulation, with aspiring aim,

Still darting forward to the wreath of fame

;

And purest love, that waves his torch divine.

At awful honour's consecrated shrine;

Ardour, with eagle-wing and fiei-y glance;

And generous courage, resting on his lance

;

And loyalty, by perils unsubdued;

Untainted faith, unshaken fortitude

;

And patriot energy, with heart of flame

—

These, in Iberia's sons are yet the same

!

These from remotest days their souls have fired,

" Nerved every arm," and every breast inspired !

When Moorish bands their suffering land possess'd.

And fierce oppression rear'd her giant crest.

The wealthy calijihs on Cordova's throne

In eastern gems and purple splendour shone

;

Theirs was the proud magnificence that vied

With stately Bagdat's oriental pride

;

Theirs were the courts in regal pomp array'd.

Where arts and luxury their charms display'd

;

'Twas theirs to rear the Zehrar's costly towers,

Its fairy-palace and enchanted bowers

;

There all Arabian fiction e'er could tell

Of potent genii or of wizard spell—

-

All that a poet's dream could picture bright,

One sweet Elysium, charm'd the wondering sight

!

Too fair, too rich, for work of mortal hand.

It seem'd an Eden from Armida's wand

!

Yet vain their pride, their wealth, and radiant

state.

When freedom waved on high the sword of fate 1

When brave Ramiro bade the despots fear,

Stem retribution frowning on his spear

;

And fierce Almanzor, after many a fight,

O'erwhelm'd with shame, confess'd the Christian's

might.

In later times the gallant Cid arose,

Burning with zeal against his coimtry's foes

;

His victor-arm Alphonso's throne maintain'd.

His laureate brows the wreath of conquest gain'd

!

And still his deeds Castilian bards rehearse,

Inspiring theme of patriotic verse !

High in the temple of recording fame,

Iberia points to great Gonsalvo's name !

Victorious chief! whose valour still defied

The arms of Gaul, and bow'd her crested pride

;
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With splendid trophies graced his sovereign's

throne,

And bade Granada's realms his prowess own.

Nor were his deeds thy only boast, Spain

!

In mighty Ferdinand's illustrious reign

;

'Twas then thy glorious Pilot spread the sail,

Unfurl'd his flag before the eastern gale

;

Bold, sanguine, fearless, ventured to explore

Seas unexplored, and worlds unknown before.

Fair science guided o'er the liquid realm.

Sweet hope, exulting, steer'd the daring helm

;

While on the mast, with ardour-flashing eye.

Courageous enterprise still hover'd nigh

:

The hoary genius of th' Atlantic main

Saw man invade his wide majestic reign

—

His empire, yet by mortal unsubdued.

The throne, the world of awful solitude.

And e'en when shipwreck seem'd to rear his

form.

And dark destruction menaced in the storm

;

In every shape when giantperil rose,

To daunt his spirit and his course oppose

;

O'er ev'ry heart when terror sway'd alone.

And hope forsook each bosom but his own

:

Moved by no dangers, by no fears repell'd,

His glorious track the gallant sailor held

;

Attentive still to mark the sea-birds lave.

Or high in air their snowy pinions wave.

Thus princely Jason, launching from the steep,

With dauntless prow explored th' untravell'd

deep;

Thus, at the helm, Ulysses' watchful sight

View'd ev'ry star and planetary light.

Sublime Colttmbus ! when, at length descried,

The long-sought land arose above the tide,

How evei-y heart with exultation glow'd.

How from each eye the tear of transport flow'd !

Not wilder joy the sons of Israel knew
When Canaan's fertile plains appear'd in view.

Then rose the choral anthem on the breeze,

Then martial music floated o'er the seas

;

Their waving streamers to the sun display'd.

In all the pride of warlike pomp array'd.

Advancing nearer still, the ardent band

Hail'd the glad shore, and bless"d the stranger

land;

Admired its palmy groves and prospects fair.

With rapture breathed its pure ambrosial air

:

Then crowded round its free and simple race.

Amazement pictured wild on every face

;

Who deem'd that beings of celestial birth.

Sprung from the sun, descended to the earth.

Then first another world, another sky,

Beheld Iberia's banner blaze on high

!

Still prouder glories beam on history's page.

Imperial Charles ! to mark thy prosperous age :

Those golden days of arts and fancy bright.

When Science pour'd her mild, refulgent light;

When Painting bade the glowing canvass breathe

Creative Sculpture claim'd the living wreath

;

When roved the Muses in Ausonian bowers.

Weaving immortal crowns of fairest flowers

;

When angel-truth dispersed, with beam divine.

The clouds that veil'd religion's hallow'd shrine

Those golden days beheld Iberia tower

High on the pyramid of fame and power

;

Vain all the efforts of her numerous foes.

Her might, superior still, triumphant rose.

Thus on proud Lebanon's exalted brow,

The cedar, frowning o'er the plains below.

Though storms assail, its regal pomp to rend.

Majestic, still aspires, disdaining e'er to bend !

When Gallia pour'd to Pavia's trophied plain.

Her youthful knights, a bold, impetuous train

;

When, after many a toil and danger past.

The fatal mom of conflict rose at last

;

That morning saw her glittering host combine.

And form in close array the threat'ning line

;

Fire in each eye, and force in ev'ry arm.

With hope exulting, and with ardour warm

;

Saw to the gale their streaming ensigns play.

Their armour flashing to the beam of day

;

Their gen'rous chargers panting, spurn the ground.

Roused by the trumpet's animating sound

;

And heard in air their warlike music float.

The martial pipe, the drum's inspiring note !

Pale set the sun—the shades of evening fell.

The moumfiil night-wind rung their funeral

knell;

And the same day beheld their warriors dead.

Their sovereign captive, and their glories fled !

Fled, like the lightning's evanescent fire.

Bright, blazing, dreadful—only to expire !

Then, then, while prostrate Gaul confess'd her

might,

Iberia's planet shed meridian light

!

Nor less, on famed St Quintin's deathful day,

Castilian spirit bore the prize away

—

Laurels that still their verdure shall retain.

And trophies beaming high in glorj''s fane !

And lo ! her heroes, warm with kindred flame.

Still proudly emulate their fathers' fame

;

Still with the soul of patriot-valour glow.

Still rush impetuous to repel the foe

;

Wave the bright falchion, lift the beamy spear,

And bid oppressive Gallia learn to fear 1
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Be theirs, be theirs unfading honour's crown,

The living amaranths of bright renown !

Be theirs th' inspiring tribute of applause,

Duo to the champions of their country's cause !

Be theu-s the purest bliss that virtue loves.

The joy when conscience whispers and approves !

When every heart is fired, each pulse beats high,

To fight, to bleed, to fall, for liberty

;

When every hand is dauntless and prepared

The sacred charter of mankind to guard

;

When Britain's valiant sons their aid unite,

Fervent and glowing stUl for freedom's right,

Bid ancient enmities for ever cease,

And ancient -ivrongs forgotten sleep in peace.

When, firmly leagued, they join the patriot band,

Can venal slaves their conquering arms withstand?

Can fame refuse their gallant deeds to bless ?

Can victory fail to crown them with success ]

Look down, Heaven ! the righteous cause

maintain.

Defend the injured, and avenge the slain !

Despot of Fi-ance ! destroyer of mankind

!

What spectre-cares must haunt thy sleepless

mind

!

Oh ! if at midnight round thy regal bed.

When soothing visions fly thine aching head

;

When sleep denies thy anxious cares to calm.

And lull thy senses in his opiate balm

;

Invoked by guilt, if airy phantoms rise.

And murder'd victims bleed before thine eyes

;

Loud let them thunder in thy troubled ear,

"Tyrant ! the hour, th' avenging hour is near !

"

It is, it is ! thy star withdraws its ray

—

Soon wUl its parting lustre fade away

;

Soon will Cimmeiian shades obscure its light.

And veil thy splendours in eternal night

!

Oh ! when accusing conscience wakes thy soul

With awful teiTors and with dread control.

Bids threat'ning forms, appalling, roundthee stand.

And summons all her visionary band

;

Calls up the parted shadows of the dead.

And whispers, peace and happiness are fled

;

E'en at the time of silence and of rest.

Paints the dire poniard menacing thy breast

;

Is then thy cheek with guilt and horror pale ?

Then dost thou tremble, does thy spirit fail ?

And wouldst thou yet by added crimes provoke

The bolt of heaven to launch the fatal stroke t

Bereave a nation of its rights revered.

Of all to morals sacred and endear'd?

And shall they tamely liberty resign.

The soul of life, the source of bliss divine 1

Canst thou, supreme destroyer ! hope to bind.

In chains of adamant, the noble mind]

Go, bid the rolling orbs thy mandate hear

—

Go, stay the lightning in its wing'd career

!

No, tyrant ! no ! thy utmost force is vain

The patriot-arm of freedom to restrain.

Then bid thy subject-bands in armour shine,

Then bid thy legions all their power combine !

Yet couldst thou summon myriads at command,

Did boundless realms obey thy sceptred hand.

E'en then her soul thy lawless might would spum.

E'en then, with kindling fire, with indignation

bum!

Ye sons of Albion ! first in danger's field,

The sword of Britain and of truth to wield

!

Still prompt the injured to defend and save.

Appal the despot, and assist the brave

;

Who now intrepid lift the generous blade.

The cause of Justice and Castile to aid !

Ye sons of Albion ! by your country's name,

Her crown of glory, her unsullied fame

;

Oh ! by the shades of Cressy's martial dead,

By warrior-bands at Agincourt who bled ;

By honours gain'd on Blenheim's fatal plain.

By those in Victory's arms at Minden slain ;

By the bright laxu-els Wolfe immortal won.

Undaunted spirit ! valour's favourite son !

By Albion's thousand, thousand deeds sublime,

Renown'd from zone to zone, from clime to clime

;

Ye British heroes ! may your trophies raise

A deathless monument to future days !

Oh ! may your courage still triumphant rise.

Exalt the "lion banner" to the skies !

Transcend the fairest names in history's page,

The brightest actions of a former age

;

The reign of Freedom let your arms restore,

And bid oppression fall—to rise no more !

Then soon returning to your native isle.

May love and beauty hail you with their smile

;

For you may conquest weave th' undying wreath.

And fame and glory's voice the song of rapture

breathe !

Ah ! when shall mad ambition cease to rage 1

Ah ! when shall war his demon-wrath assuage t

When, when, supplanting discord's iron reign,

Shall mercy wave her olive-wand again ?

Not till the despot's dread career is closed.

And might restrain'd and tyranny deposed !

Return, sweet Peace, ethereal form benign !

Fair blue-eyed seraph ! balmy power divine !

Descend once more ! thy hallow'd blessings bring.

Wave thy bright locks, and spread thy downy wing

!

Luxuriant plenty, laughing in thy train.

Shall crown with glowing stores the desert-plain

:
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Yoimg smiling Hope, attendant on thy way,

Sliall gild thy path with mild celestial ray.

Descend once more, thou daughter of the sky

!

Cheer every heart, and brighten every eye
;

Justice, thy harbinger, before thee send,

Thy myrtle-sceptre o'er the globe extend

:

Thy cherub-look again shall soothe mankind,

Thy cherub-hand the wounds of discord bind
;

Thy smile of heaven shall every muse inspire.

To thee the bard shall strike the silver lyre.

Descend once more ! to bid the world rejoice

—

Let nations hail thee with exulting voice.

Around thy shrine with purest incense throng.

Weave the fresh palm, and swell the choral song

!

Then shall the shepherd's flute, the woodland

reed.

The martial clarion and the drum succeed

;

Again shall bloom Arcadia's fairest flowers,

And music warble in Idalian bowers.

Where war and carnage blew the blast of death.

The gale shall whisper with Favonian breath

;

And golden Cores bless the festive swain,

Where the wild combat redden'd o'er the plain.

These are thy blessings, fair benignant maid

!

Return, retiun, in vest of light array'd !

Let angel-forms and floating sylphids bear

Thy car of sapphire through the realms of air :

With accents milder than jEolian lays.

When o'er the harp the fanning zephjT plays,

Be thine to charm the raging world to rest.

Diffusing round the heaven that glows within thy

breast

!

Thou ! whosefiat lulls the storm asleep !

Thou, at whose nod subsides the rolling deep

!

AVhose awful word restrains the whirlwind's force.

And stays the thunder in its vengeful course

;

Fountain of life ! Omnipotent Supreme !

Robed in perfection ! crowu'd with glory's beam

!

Oh ! send on earth thy consecrated dove,

To bear the sacred olive from above

;

Restore again the blest, the halcyon time.

The festal harmony of nature's prime

!

Bid truth and justice once again appear.

And spread their sunshine o'er this mundane
sphere

;

Bright in their path, let wreaths unfading bloom,

Transcendant light their hallow'd fane illun<e

;

Bid war and anarchy for ever cease.

And kindred seraphs rear the shrine of Peace;

Brothers once more, let men her empire oivn.

And realms and monarchs bend before the throne.

While circling rays of angel-mercy shed

Eternal haloes round her sainted head !

THE DOMESTIC AFFECTIONS,

AND OTHER POEMS.

[In 1812, another and much snmller volume, entitled The

DomesticAffections ^ and other Poemi, was given to tlie world—

the last that was to appear with the name of l-'elicia Browne

;

for, in the summer of the same year, its author exchanged

that appellation for the one under which she lias become so

much more generally known. Captain Henians had re-

turned to Wales in the preceding ye<ir, when the acquain-

tance was renewed which had begun so long before at Gwrych

;

and as tlie sentiments then mutually awaliened continued

unaltered, no further opposition was made to a union, on

which (however little in accordance with the dictates of

worldly prudence) the happiness of both parties seemed so

entirely to depend.

—

MemoiVy p. 2-4.]

THE SILVER LOCKS.

ADDRESSKD TO AN AGED FRIEND.

Though youth may boast the curls that flow

In sunny waves of auburn glow
;

As graceful on thy hoary head

Has Time the robe of honour spread.

And there, oh ! softly, softly shed

His WTeath of snow !

As frost-work on the trees displa/d

Wlien weeping Flora leaves the shade,

E'en more than Flora, charms the sight

;

E'en so thy locks of purest white

Survive, in age's frost-work bright.

Youth's vernal rose decay'd !

To grace the nymph whose tresses play

Light on the sportive breeze of May,

Let other bards the garland twine.

Whore sweets of every hue combine

;

Those locks revered, that silvery shine.

Invite my lay !

Less white the summer-cloud sublime,

Less white the winter's fringing rime

;

Nor do Belinda's loveher seem

(A Poet's blest immortal theme)

Thau thine, which wear the moonlight beam
Of reverend Time

!

Long may the graceful honours smile.

Like moss on some declining pile

;

O much revered 1 may filial care

Around thee, duteous, long repair,

Thy joys -nith tender bliss to share.

Thy pains begtiile !
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For light is my heart, and my spirits rejoice

To meet thee, my Brother ! again.

When the heroes of Albion, still valiant and true,

Werebleeding, were falling, with victory crown'd,

How often would fancy present to my view

The horrors that waited thee round !

How constant, how fervent, how pure was my
prayer.

That Heaven would protect thee from danger

and harm ;

That angels of mercy would shield thee with care.

In the heat of the combat's alarm !

How sad and how often descended the tear,

(Ah, long shall remembrance the image retain !)

How mournful the sigh, when I trembled with

fear

I might never behold thee again !

But the prayer was accepted, the sorrow is o'er.

And the tear-drop is fled, like the dew on the

rose

;

Thy dangers, our tears, have endear'd thee the

more.

And my bosom with tenderness glows.

And oh ! when the dreams, the enchantments of

youth,

Bright and transient, have fled hke the rain-

bow away

;

My affection for thee, still unfading in truth.

Shall never, oh ! never decay !

No time can impair it, no change can destroy,

Whate'er be the lot I am destined to share

;

It will smile in the sunshine of hope and of joy.

And beam through the cloud of despair !

TO MY ELDEST BROTHER.

(with the BRITISH ARMY IN PORTUGAL.)

How many a day, in vai-ious hues array'd.

Bright with gay sunshine, or eclipsed with shade.

How many an hour, on silent wing is past,

my loved Brother ! since we saw thee last

!

Since then has childhood ripen'd into youth.

And fancy's dreams have fled from sober truth ;

Her splendid fabrics melting into air.

As sage experience waved the wand of care !

Yet still thine absence wakes the tender sigh,

And the tear trembles in affection's eye !

When shall we meet again ?—with glowing ray.

Heart-soothing hope illumes some future day

;

Checks the sad thought, beguiles the starting

tear.

And sings benignly still

—

that day is near !

She, with bright eye, and soul-bewitching voice.

Wins us to smile, inspires us to rejoice

;

Tells that the hour approaches, to restore

Our cherish'd wanderer to his home once more ;

Where sacred ties his manly worth endear.

To faith stiU true, affection still sincere !

Then the past woes, the future's dubious lot.

In that blest meeting shall be all forgot

!

And joy's full radiance gild that sun-bright hour,

Though all around th' impending storm should

lower.

Now distant far, amidst the intrepid host,

Albion's firm sons, on Lusitania's coast,

(That gallant band, in countless dangers tried.

Where glory's pole-star beams their constant

guide,)

Say, do thy thoughts, my Brother, fondly stray

To Cambria's vales and mountains far away ?

Does fancy oft in busy day-dreams roam.

And paint the greeting that awaits at home s

Does memory's pencil oft, in mellowing hue.

Dear social scenes, departed joys renew

;

In softer tints delighting to retrace

Each tender image and each well-known face t

Yes, wanderer ! yes ! thy spirit flies to those

Whose love, imalter'd, wann and faithful glows.

Oh ! could that love, through life's eventful

hours.

Illume thy scenes and strew thy path with

flowers !

Perennial joy should harmonise thy breast.

No stniggle rend thee, and no cares molest

!

But though our tenderness can but bestow

The wish, the hope, the prayer, averting woe.

Still shall it live, with pure, unclouded flame.

In storms, in sunshine, far and near — the

same

!

Still dwell enthroned within th' imvarying heart.

And, firm and vital, but with life depart

!

Bronwylfa, Feb. 8, 1811.

LINES

WRITTE.V IN THE .MEMOIRS OF ELIZASBTH SMITH.

thou ! whose pure, exalted mind.

Lives in this record, fair and bright

;
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THE DOMESTIC AFFECTIONS.

Whence are those tranquil joys in mercy given,

To light the wilderness with beams of heaven 1

To soothe our cares, and through the cloud diffuse

Their temper'd svmshino and celestial hues 'i

Those pure delights, ordain'd on life to throw

Gleams of the bliss ethereal natures know 1

Say, do they grace Ambition's regal throne,

When kneeling myriads call the world his own 1

Or dwell with Luxury, in th' enchanted bowers

Where taste and wealth exert creative powers ?

Favour'd of heaven ! Genius ! are they thine.

When round thy brow the wreaths of glory shine

;

While rapture gazes on thy radiant way.

Midst the bright realms of clear and mental day ?

No ! sacred joys ! 'tis yours to dwell enshrined.

Most fondly cherish'd, in the purest mind

;

To twine with flowers those loved, endearing ties.

On earth so sweet—so perfect in the skies !

Nursed in the lap of solitude and shade.

The violet smiles, embosom'd in the glade

;

There sheds her spirit on the lonely gale.

Gem of seclusion ! treasure of the vale !

Thus, far retired from life's tiunultuous road,

Domestic Bliss has fixed her calm abode

Where hallow'd Innocence and sweet Eepose

May strew her shadowy path with many a rose.

As, when dread thunder shakes the troubled sky,

The cherub, Infancy, can close its eye.

And sweetly smile, unconscious of a tear.

While viewless angels wave their pinions near

;

Thus, while around the storms of Discord roll.

Borne on resistless wing from pole to pole.

While War's red lightnings desolate the ball.

And thrones and empires in destruction fall

;

Then calm as evening on the silvery wave.

When the wind slumbers in the ocean cave.

She dwells unruffled, in her bower of rest,

Ber empire Home !—her throne, Affection's breast

!

For her, sweet Nature wearsher loveliest blooms.

And softer sunshine every scene illumes.

When Spring awakes the spirit of the breeze.

Whose light wing undulates the sleeping seas

;

When Summer, waving her creative wand.

Bids verdure snule, and glowing life expiind

;

Or Autumn's pencil sheds, with magic trace.

O'er fading loveliness, a moonlight grace

;

Oh ! still for her, through Nature's bovmdless reign.

No charm is lost, no beauty blooms in vain

;

While mental peace, o'er every prospect bright.

Throws mellowing tints and harmonising light

!

Lo ! borne on clouds, in rushing might sublime.

Stem Winter, bursting from the polar clime,

Triumphant waves his signal-torch on high.

The blood-red meteor of the northern sky I

And high through darkness rears his giant-form,

His throne the billow, and his flag the storm !

Yet then, when bloom and sunshine are no more.

And the wild surges foam along the shore.

Domestic BUss, thy heaven is still serene.

Thy star unclouded, and thy myrtle green !

Thy fane of rest no raging storms invade

—

Sweet peace is thine, the seraph of the shade !

Clear through the day, her hght around thee

glows.

And gUds the midnight of thy deep repose !

—Hail, sacred Home ! where soft Affection's hand

With flowers of Eden twines her magic band !

Where pure and bright the social ardours rise.

Concentring all their hohest energies !—

-

AVhen wasting toil has dimm'd the vital flame.

And every power deserts the sinking frame.

Exhausted nature stni from sleep implores

The charm that luUs, the manna that restores !

Thus, when oppress'd with rude, tumultuous cares,

To thee, sweet Home ! the fainting mind repairs

;

Still to thy breast, a wearied pilgrim, flics.

Her ark of refuge from uncertain skies I

Bower of repose ! when, torn from all we love.

ThroughtoU we struggle, or through distance rove;

To thee we turn, still faithful, from afar

—

Thee, our bright vista ! thee, our magnet-star !

And from the martial field, the troubled sea,

Unfetter'd thought still roves to bliss and thee !

When ocean-sovmds in awful slumber die.

No wave to murmur, and no gale to sigh ;

Wide o'er theworldwhen Peaceand Midnight reign.

And the moon trembles on the sleeping main

;

At that still hour, the sailor wakes to keep.

Midst the dead calm, the vigil of the deep !

No gleaming shores his dim horizon bound.

All heaven—and sea—and solitude—around !

Then, from the lonely deck, the silent helm.

From the wide grandeur of the shadowy realm.

Still homeward borne, his fancy imconfined.

Leaving the worlds of ocean far behind.

Wings like a meteor-flash her swift career.

To the loved scenes, so distant, and so dear !

Lo ! the rude whirlwind rushes from its cave.

And Danger frowns—the monarch of the wave !
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Lo ! rocks and storms the striving bark repel,

And Death and Shipwreck ride the foaming swell

!

Child of the ocean ! is thy bier the surge,

Thy grave the billow, and the wind thy dirge t

Yes ! thy long toil, thy weary conflict o'er.

No storm shall wake, no perils rouse thee more !

Yet, in that solemn hour, that awful strife.

The struggling agony for death or life.

E'en then thy mind, embittering every pain.

Retraced the image so beloved—in vain !

StiU to sweet Home thy last regrets were true.

Life's parting sigh—^the murmur of adieu !

Can war's dread scenes the haUow'd ties efface,

Each tender thought, each fond remembrance

chased

Can fields of carnage, days of toil, destroy

The loved impression of domestic joy ?

Ye daylight dreams ! that cheer the soldier's

breast.

In hostile chmes, with spells benign and blest

,

Soothe his brave heart, and shed your glowing ray

O'er the long march through Desolation's way

;

Oh ! stUl ye bear him from th' ensanguined plain.

Armour's bright flash, and Victory's choral strain.

To that loved Home where pure affection glows.

That shrine of bliss ! asyliun of repose !

When all is hush'd—the rage of combat past,

And no dread war-note swells the moaning blast;

When the warm throb of many a heart is o'er.

And many an eye is closed to wake no more

;

Lull'd by the night-wind, pillow'd on the ground,

(The dewy deathbed of his comrades, round !)

While o'er the slain the tears of midnight weep,

Faint with fatigue, he sinks in slumbers deep !

E'en then, soft visions, hovering round, portray

The cherish'd forms that o'er his bosom sway

;

He sees fond transport light each beaming face.

Meets the warm tear-drop and the long embrace !

While the sweet welcome vibrates through his

heart,

" Hail, weary soldier !—never more to part
!

"

And lo ! at last, released from every toil.

He comes !—the wanderer views his native soil

!

Then the bright raptures words can never speak

Flash in his eye and mantle o'er his cheek !

Then Love and Friendship, whose unceasing

prayer

Implored for him each guardian-spirit's care

;

Who, for his fate, through sorrow's lingering year.

Had proved each thrUlmg pulse of hope and fear;

In that blest moment, all the past forget

—

Hours of suspense and vigUs of regret

!

And oh ! for him, the child of rude alarms,

Rear'd by stem danger in the school of arms '

How sweet to change the war-song's pealing note

For woodland-sounds in summer air that float

!

Throughvales ofpeace, o'ermountainwUdsto roam.

Andbreathe hisnative gales, thatwhisper—"Home !'

Hail, sweet endearments of domestic ties.

Charms of existence ! angel sympathies !

Though Pleasure smile, a soft Circassian queen !

And guide her votaries through a faiiy scene.

Where sylphid forms beguUe their vernal hours

With mirth and music in Arcadian bowers

;

Though gazing nations hail the fiery car

That bears the Son of Conquest from afar.

While Fame's loud p^an bids his heart rejoice.

And every life-pulse vibrates to her voice ;

—

Yet from your source alone, in mazes bright.

Flows the full current of serene delight

!

On Freedom's wing, that every wild explores.

Through realms of space, th' aspiring eagle soars

!

Darts o'er the clouds, exulting to admire.

Meridian glory—on her throne of fire !

Bird of the Sun ! his keen unwearied gaze

Hails the full noon, and triumphs in the blaze

;

But soon, descending from his height sublime.

Day's burning fount, and light's empyreal clime,

Once more he speeds to joys more calmly blest.

Midst the dear inmates of his lonely nest

!

Thus Genius, mounting on his bright career

Through the wide regions of the mental sphere,

And proudly waving in his gifted hand.

O'er Fancy's worlds. Invention's plastic wand.

Fearless and firm, with hghtning-eye surveys

The clearest heaven of intellectual rays !

Yet, on his course though loftiest hopes attend.

And kindUng raptures aid him to ascend,

(While in his mind, with high-bom grandeur

fraught.

Dilate the noblest energies of thought
;)

Still, from the bliss, ethereal and refined.

Which crowns the soarings of triumphant mind.

At length he flies, to that serene retreat.

Where calm and pure the mild afi'ections meet

;

Embosom'd there, to feel and to impart

The softer pleasures of the social heart

!

Ah ! weep for those, deserted and forlorn.

From every tie by fate relentless torn

;
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Sec, on the barren coast, the lonely isle,

Mai-k'd mth no step, uncheer'd by human smile.

Heart-sick and faint the ship-wreck'd wanderer

stand,

Raise the dim eye, and lift the suppUant hand !

Explore with fruitless gaze the bUlowy main.

And weep—and pray—and linger—^but in vain !

Thence, roving wild through many a depth of

shade,

"Where voice ne'er echo'd, footstep never stray'd.

He fondly seeks, o'er cUfifs and deserts rude.

Haunts of mankind midst realms of solitude !

And pauses oft, and sadly hears alone

The wood's deep sigh, the surge's distant moan !

All else is hush'd ! so silent, so profound.

As if some viewless power, presiding round.

With mystic spell, unbroken by a breath,

Had spread for ages the repose of death !

Ah ! still the wanderer, by the boundless deep,

Lives but to watch—and watches but to weep 1

He sees no sail in faint perspective rise.

His the dread loneliness of sea and skies !

Far from his cherish'd friends, his native shore,

Banish'd from being—to retiun no more

;

There must he die !—within that circling wave,

That lonely isle—^liis prison and his grave !

Lo ! through the waste, the wilderness of snows,

With fainting step, Siberia's exile goes !

Homeless and sad, o'er many a polar wild.

Where beam, or ilower, or verdure never smiled

;

Where frost and silence hold their despot-reign.

And bind existence in eternal chain !

Child of the desert ! pilgrim of the gloom !

Dark is the path which leads thee to the tomb !

While on thy faded cheek the arctic air

Congeals the bitter iear-drop of despair !

Yet not that fate condemns thy closing day

In that stem cUme to shed its parting ray

;

Not that fair nature's loveliness and light

No more shall beam enchantment on thy sight

;

Ah ! not for this—far, far beyond relief.

Deep in thy bosom dwells the hopeless grief;

But that no friend of kindred heart is there,

Thy woes to mitigate, thy toils to share

;

That no mild soother fondly shall assuage

The stormy trials of thy lingering age

;

No smile of tenderness, with angel power.

Lull the dread pangs of dissolution's hour

;

For this alone, despair, a withering guest,

Sits on thy brow, and cankers in thy breast

!

Yes ! there, e'en there, in that tremendous clime,

Where desert grandeur frowns in pomp sublime

;

Where winter triumphs, through the polar night.

In all his wild magnificence of might

;

E'en there, affection's hallow'd spell might pour

The Ught of heaven around th' inclement shore !

And, like the vales with gloom and sunshine

graced.

That smile, by circling PjTenees embraced.

Teach the pure heart with vital fires to glow.

E'en 'midst the world of solitude and snow !

The halcyon's charm, thus dreaming fictions feign,

With mystic power could tranquillise the main

;

Bid the loud wind, the mountain billow sleep,

And peace and silence brood upon the deep !

And thus, Affection, can thy voice compose

The stormy tide of passions and of woes

;

Bid every throb of wild emotion cease,

And luU misfortune in the arms of peace !

Oh ! mark yon drooping form, of aged mien,

Wan, yet resign'd, and hopeless, yet serene !

Long ere victorious time had sought to chase

The bloom, the smUe, that once illumed his face.

That faded eye was dimm'd with many a care,

Those waving locks were silver'd by despair !

Yet filial love can pour the sovereign balm.

Assuage his pangs, his wounded spirit calm !

He, a sad emigrant ! condemn'd to roam

In life's pale autumn from his ruin'd home.

Has borne the shock of Peril's darkest wave.

Where joy— and hope— and fortune— found a

grave !

'Twas his to see Destruction's fiercest band

Rush, like a Typlion, on his native land.

And roll triumphant on their blasted way.

In fire and blood, the deluge of dismay !

Unequal combat raged on many a plain.

And patriot-valour waved the sword in vain !

Ah ! gallant exile ! nobly, long, he bled,

Long braved the tempest gathering o'er his head !

Till all was lost ! and horror's darken'd eye

Roused the stem spirit of despair to die !

Ah ! gallant exile ! in the storm that roU'd

Far o'er his country, rusliiug imcontroU'd,

The flowers that graced his path with loveliest

bloom,

Tom by the blast, were scatter'd on the tomb !

When carnage burst, exulting in the strife.

The bosom ties that bound his soul to life.

Yet one was spared ! and she, whose filial smile

Can soothe his wanderings and his tears beguile,

E'en then could temper, with divine rehefj

The wild delirium of unbounded grief;
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And, whispering peace, conceal with duteous art

Her own deep sorrows in her inmost heart

!

And now, though time, subduing every trace,

Has mellow'd all, he never can erase ;

Oft will the wanderer's tears in silence flow.

Still sadly faithful to remember'd woo !

Then she, who feels a father's pang alone,

(Still fondly struggling to suppress her own,)

With anxious tenderness is ever nigh,

To chase the image that awakes the sigh !

Her angel-voice his fainting soul can raise

To brighter visions of celestial days !

And speak of realms,where Virtue's wing shall soar

On eagle-plume—to wonder and adore

;

And friends, divided here, shall meet at last.

Unite their kindred souls—and smile on all the

past !

Yes ! we may hope that nature's deathless ties,

Renew'd, refined, shall triumph in the skies !

Heart-soothing thought ! whose loved, consoling

powers

With seraph-dreams can gild reflection's hours.

Oh ! stiU be near, and brightening through the

gloom.

Beam and ascend ! the day-star of the tomb !

And smUe for those, in sternest ordeals proved.

Those lonely hearts, bereft of all they loved.

Lo ! by the couch where pain and chill disease

In every vein the ebbing life-blood freeze

;

Where youth is taught, by stealing, slow decay,

Life's closing lesson—in its dawning day

;

Where beauty's rose is withering ere its prime,

Unchanged by sorrow and unsoil'd by time

;

There, bending still, vrith fix'd and sleepless eye.

There, from her chUd, the mother learns to die ;

Explores, with fearful gaze, each mournful trace

Of lingering sickness in the faded face

;

Throvigh the sad night, when every hope is fled,

Keeps her lone vigil by the suiferer's bed

;

And starts each mom, as deeper marks declare

The spoiler's hand—the blight of death is there !

He comes ! now feebly in the exhausted frame.

Slow, languid, quivering, bums the vital flame

;

From the glazed eye-ball sheds its parting ray—

•

Dim, transient spark, that fluttering fades away !

Faintbeats the hovering pulse, the trembling heart
;

Yet fond existence lingers ere she part ! ,

'Tis past ! the struggle and the pang are o'er.

And life shall throb with agony no more

;

WhUe o'er the wasted form, the features pale.

Death's awftd shadows throw their silvery veU.

Departed spirit ! on this earthly sphere

Though poignant suffering mark'd thy short

career,

StiU could maternal love beguile thy woes.

And hush thy sighs—an angel of repose !

But who may charm lier sleepless pang to rest.

Or draw the thorn that rankles in her breast ]

And, while she bends in silence o'er thy bier.

Assuage the grief, too heart-sick for a tear?

Visions of hope in loveliest hues array'd,

Fair scenes of bliss by fancy's hand portray'd !

And were ye doom'd with false, illusive smile.

With flatteiing promise, to enchant awhile 1

And are ye vanish'd, never to return.

Set in the darkness of the mouldering urn ?

Will no bright hour departed joys restore 1

Shall the sad parent meet her chUd no more %

Behold no more the soul-Ulumined face,

The expressive smile, the animated grace !

Must the fair blossom, wither'd in the tomb.

Revive no more in loveliness and bloom 1

Descend, blest faith ! dispel the hopeless care.

And chase the gatheiing phantoms of despair

;

Tell that the flower, transplanted in its mom.

Enjoys bright Eden, freed from every thorn;

Expands to milder suns, and softer dews.

The full perfection of immortal hues

;

Tell, that when mounting to her native skies.

By death released, the parent spirit fhes

;

There shall the child, in anguish moum'd so long.

With rapture hail her midst the cherub throng.

And guide her pinion on exulting flight.

Through glory's boundless realms, and worlds of

living light.

Ye gentle spirits of departed friends !

If e'er on earth your buoyant wing descends ;

If, with benignant care, ye linger near,

To guard the objects in existence dear;

If, hovering o'er, ethereal band ! ye view

The tender sorrows, to ytmr memory true

;

Oh ! in the musing hour, at midnight deep.

While for your loss affection wakes to weep

;

While every sound in hallow'd stilLness lies.

But the low murmur of her plaintive sighs

;

Oh ! then, amidst that holy calm be near.

Breathe your light whisper softly in her ear

;

With secret spells her wounded mind compose.

And chase the faithful tear—for you that flows

:

Be near—when moonlight spreads the charm you

loved

O'er scenes where once your earthly footstep

roved.
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Then, while she wandei-s o'er the sparkling dew,

Through glena and wood-paths, once endear'd

by you.

And fondly Imgers in your favourite bowers.

And pauses oft, recalling former hoiu^

;

Then wave your pinion o'er each well-known vale,

Float in the moonbeam, sigh upon the gale

;

Bid your wild symphonies remotely swoU,

Borne by the summer-wind from grot and dell

;

Andtouch your viewless harps, and soothe her soul

With soft enchantments and divine control

!

Be near, sweet guardians ! waitch her sacred rest,

When Slumber folds her in his magic vest

;

Around her, smiling, let your forms arise,

Ket>im'd in dreams, to bless her mental eyes ;

Efi'ace the memory of yoiu' last farewell—
Of glowing joys, of radiant prospects tell

,

The sweet communion of the past renew.

Reviving former scenes, array'd in softer hue.

Be near when death, in virtue's brightest hour.

Calls up each pang, and summons all his power

;

Oh ! then, transcending Fancy's loveliest dream,

Then let your forms unveil'd around her beam

;

Then waft the vision of unclouded Hght,

A burst of glory, on her closing sight

;

Wake from the harp ofheaven th' immortal straui.

To hush the final agonies of pain

;

With rapture's flame the parting soul illume.

And smile triumphant through theshadowy gloom

!

Oh ! still be near, when, darting into day,

Th' exulting spirit leaves her bonds of clay

;

Be yours to guide her fluttering wings on high

O'er many a world, ascending to the sky

;

There let your presence, once her earthly joy,

Though dimm'd with tears and clouded with alloy.

Now form her bliss on that celestial shore

Where death shall sever kindred hearts no more.

Yes ! in the noon of that Elysian elime.

Beyond the sphere of anguish, death, or time

;

Where mind's bright eye, with renovated fire.

Shall beam on glories never to expire

;

Oh ! there th' illumined soul may fondly trust,

More pure, more perfect, rising from the dust,

Those mild aifections, whose consoling light

Sheds the soft moonbeam on terrestrial night,

Sublimed, ennobled, shall for ever glow.

Exalting rapture—not assuaging woe !

TO MR EDWARDS, THE HARPER OF
CONWAY.

[Some of the happiest days the young poetess ever passed

were during occasional visits to some friends at Conway, where

the channs of the scenery, combining all that is most beauti-

fid in wood, water, and ruin, are sufficient to inspu-e the most

prosaic temperament with a certain degree of enthusiasm

;

and it may therefore v'ell be supposed how fervently a soul

constituted hke hers would worship Nature at so fitting a

shrine. With that happy versatility which was at all times a

leading cliaracteristic of her mind, she would now enter with

child-lilie playfulness into the enjoyments of a mountain

scramble, or a pic-nic water party, the gayest of the merry

band, of whom some are now, like herself, laid low, some far

away in foreign lands, some changed by sorrow, and all by

tune ; and then, in graver mood, dream away hours of pen-

sive contemplation amidst the gray ruins of that noblest of

Welsh castles, standing, as it then did, in solitary grandeur,

unapproached by bridge or causeway, flinging its broad shadow

across the tributary w.aves which washed its regal walls. These

lovely scenes never ceased to retain their hold over the imagi-

nation of her whose youthful muse had so often celebrated

their praises. Iler peculiar admiration of Mrs Joanna

Baillie's play of Elhuxild w.ts always pleasingly associated

with the recollection of her having first read it amidst the

ruins of Conway Castle. At Conway, too, she first made

acquaintance with the lively and graphic Chronicles of the

chivalrous Froissart, whose inspiring pages never lost theij

place in her favour. Her own little poem, "The Ruin and

its Flowers," which will be found amongst the earlier pieces

in the present collection, was WTitten on an excursion to the

old fortress of Dyganwy, the remains of which are situated

on a bold promontory near the entrance of the river Conway

;

and whose ivied walls, now fast mouldering into oblivion, once

bore tlieu* part bravely in the defence of Wales; and are

further endeared to the lovers of song and tradition as having

eclioed the complaints of the captive Elphin, and resounded

to the harp of Taliosin. A scarcely degenerate representative

of that gifted b,ard ^ had, at the tune now alluded to, his

appropriate dwelling-place at Conway ; but his strains have

long been silenced, and there now remain few, indeed, on

whom the Druidical mantle has fallen so worthily. In the

days when his playing was heard by one so fitted to enjoy its

originality and beauty,

*• The minstrel was infirm and old ;
"

but his inspiration had not yet forsaken him ; and the follow-

ing lines (written in 1811) will give an idea of the magic

power he still knew how to exercise over the feelings of his

auditors.]

Minstrel ! whose gifted hand can bring

Life, rapttiro, soul, from every string

;

And wake, Hke bards of former time.

The spirit of the harp sublime ;

—

Oh ! still prolong the varying strain !

Oh ! touch th' enchanted chords again !

1 Mr Edwards, the Ilarper of Conw,ay, as he was generally

called, had been blind from his birth, and was endowed with

that extraordinary musical genius by which persons suffering

under such a visitation are not unfrequently indemnified.

From the respectability of his cfrcumstances, ho was not



20 JUVENILE POEMS.

Thiae is the charm, suspending care,

The heavenly swell, the dying close,

The cadence melting into air,

That lulls each passion to repose

;

While transport, lost in silence near,

Breathes all her language in a tear.

Exult, O Cambria !—now no more

With sighs thy slaughter'd bards deplore :

What though Phnlimmon's misty brow

And Mona's woods be silent now.

Yet can thy Conway boast a sti'ain

Unrivall'd in thy proudest reign.

For Genius, with divine control,

Wakes the bold chord neglected long.

And pours Expression's glowing soul

O'er the wild Harp, renown'd in song

;

And Inspiration, hovering round,

Swells the full enei^es of sound.

Now Orandeur, pealing in the tone.

Could rouse the warrior's kindling fire.

And now, 'tis like the breeze's moan,

That murmurs o'er th' Eolian lyre :

As if some sylph, with viewless wing.

Were sighing o'er the magic string.

Long, long, fair Conway ! boast the skill

That soothes, inspires, commands, at will

!

And oh I while rapture hails the lay,

Far distant be the closing day.

When Genius, Taste, again shall weep,

And Cambria's Harp lie hush'd in sleep !

EPITAPH ON MK W ,

A CELEBRATED MINERALOGIST.^

Stop, passenger ! a wondrous tale to list

—

Here lies a famous Mineralogist.

called upon to exercUe hU talents with any view to remuner-

ation. He played to deliglit liimself and otliers; and tlie

innocent complacency with which he enjoyed tlie ecstasies

called forth by his sicill, and the degree of appreciation with

wliich he regarded Iiimsetf, as in a manner consecrated, by

being made the depositary of a direct gift from Heaven, were

as far as possible removed from any of the common modiiica'

tions of vanity or self-conceit.

1 '* WJiilst on tlie subject of Conway, it may not be amiss

to introduce two little pieces of a very different character from

the foregoing, [Lines to Mr Edward the Harper,] which

were written at the same place, three or four years afterwards,

and will serve as a proof of that versatility of talent before

alluded to. As may easily be supposed, they were never in-

tended for publication, but were merely a jew d'esprit of the

moment, in good-humoured raillery of the indefatigable zeal

and perseverance of one of the party in his geological re-

searches."

—

Memoir, p. 20.

Famous indeed ! such traces of his power.

He's left from Penmaenbach to Pcnmaenmawr,

Such caves, and chasms, and fissures in the rocks,

His works resemble those of earthquake shocks

;

And futm'e ages very much may wonder

What mighty giant rent the hills asimder.

Or whether Lucifer himself had ne'er

Gone with his crew to play at foot-ball there.

His fossils, flints, and spars, of every hue,

With him, good reader, here he buried too

—

Sweet specimens ! which, toiUng to obtain,

He split huge cliffs, like so much wood, in twain.

Wo knew, so great the fuss he made about them.

Alive or dead, he ne'er would rest without them

;

So, to secure soft slumber to his bones,

We paved his grave with all his favourite stones.

His much-loved hammer's resting by his side

;

Each hand contains a shell-fish petrified :

His mouth a piece of pudding-stone incloses.

And at his feet a lump of coal reposes :

Sure he was bom beneath some lucky planet!

—

His very coffin-plate is made of granite.

Weep not, good reader ! he is truly blest

Amidst chalcedony and quartz to rest

:

Weep not for him ! but envied be his doom.

Whose tomb, though small, for all he loved had

room

:

And, ye rocks !—schist, gneiss, whate'er ye be,

Ye varied strata !—names too hard for me—
Sing, " Oh, be joyful !" for your direst foe

By death's fell hammer is at length laid low.

Ne'er on your spoils again shall W riot.

Clear up your cloudy brows, and rest in quiet

—

He sleeps—no longer planning hostile actions,

As cold as any of his petrifactions

;

Enshrined in specimens of every hue,

Too tranquil e'en to dream, ye rocks, of you.

EPITAPH

ON THE HAMMER OK THE AFORESAID MINERALOGIST.

Here in the dust, its strange adventures o'er,

A hammer rests, that ne'er knew rest before.

Released from toil, it slumbers by the side

Of one who oft its temper sorely tried ;

No day e'er pass'd, but in some desperate strife

He risk'd the faithful hammer's limbs and life :

Now laying siege to some old Umestone wall.

Some rock now battering, proof to cannon-ball

;

Now scaling heights like Alps or PjTenees,

Perhaps a flint, perhaps a slate to seize
;

But, if a piece of copper met his eyes.

He'd mount a precipice that touch'd th.e skies.
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And bring down lumps so precious, and so many,

I'm sure they almost would have made—a penny !

Think, when such deeds as these were daily done.

What fearful risks this hammer must have run.

And, to say truth, its praise deserves to shine

In lays more lofty and more famed than mine :

Oh ! that ia strains which ne'er should be forgot.

Its deeds were blazon'd forth by Walter Scott !

Then should its name with his be closely link'd.

And live till every mineral were extinct.

Ilise, epic bards ! be yours the ample field

—

Bid W 's hammer match Achilles' sliield :

As for my muse, the chaos of her brain,

I search for specimens of wit in vain

;

Then let me cease ignoble rhymes to stammer.

And seek some theme less arduous than the ham-

mer ;

Remembering well, " what perils do environ
"

Woman or " man that meddles with cold iron."

PROLOGUE TO THE POOR GENTLEMAN,
AS INTENDED TO RE PERFORMED BY THE OFFICERS OF THE

34th regiment AT CLONMEL.l

Enter Captain George Browne, in the character of

Corporal Foss.

To-NioHT, kind friends, at your tribunal here.

Stands " The Poor Gentleman," vrith many a fear

;

Since well he knows, whoe'er may judge his cause.

That Poverty's no title to applause.

Genius or Wit, pray, who'U admire or quote,

If all their drapery be a threadbare coat ?

Who, in a world where all is bought and sold.

Minds a man's worth—except his worth in gold ?

Who'll greet poor Merit if she lacks a dinner !

Hence, starving saint, but welcome, wealthy sinner

!

Away with Poverty ! let none receive her.

She bears contagion as a plague or fever

;

" Bony, and gaunt, and grim "—hke jaundiced eyes.

Discolouring all within her sphere that lies.

" Poor Gentleman ! " and by poor soldiere, too !

Oh, matchless impudence ! vrithout a sous !

In scenes, in actors poor, and what far worse is.

With heads, perhaps, as empty as their purses.

How shall they dare at such a bar appear ?

What arc their tactics and manoeuvres hero ?

While thoughts like these come rushing o'er

our mind,

Oh ! may we still indidgence hope to find !

Brave sons of Erin ! whose distinguish'd name

Shines with such biilliance in the page of Fame,

1 These verses were written about the same time aa the pre-

ceding humorous epitaphs.

And you, fair daughters of the Emerald Isle !

View our weak efforts with approving smile !

School'd in rough camps, and still disdaining art,

ni can the soldier act a borrow'd part

;

The march, the skirmish, in this warlike age,

Are his rehearsals, and the field his stage

;

His theatre is found in every land,

Where wave the ensigns of a hostile band :

Place him in danger's front—ho recks not where

—

Be yoiu' own Wellington his prompter there,

And on that stage he trusts, with fearful mien,

He'll act his part in glory's tragic scene.

Yet here, though friends are gaily marshall'd

round.

And from bright eyes alone he dreads a wound.

Here, though in ambush no sharpshooter's wile

Aims at his breast, save hid in beauty's smile

;

Though all unused to pause, to doubt, to fear.

Yet his heart sinks, his courage fails him here.

No scenic pomp to him its aid supplies.

No stage efiTect of glittering pageantries :

No, to your kindness he must look alono

To realise the hope he dares not own ;

And trusts, since here he meets no cynic eye,

His wish to please may claim indemnity.

And why despair, indulgence when we crave

From Erin's sons, the generous and the brave ]

Theirs the high spirit, and the liberal thought,

Kind, warm, sincere, with native candour fraught

;

StUI has the stranger, in their social isle.

Met the frank welcome and the cordial smile.

Andwell theirhearts can share, thoughunexpress'd.

Each thought, each feeling, of the soldier's breast.

[.\9, in the present collected edition of the writings of Mrs

llenians, chronological arrangement has been for the first

time strictly attended to, a selection from her Juvenile com-

positions has been given, chiefly as a matter of curiosity—for

her real career aa an authoress cannot be said to have com-

menced before the publication of the section which immedi-

ately follows.

In a very general point of view, the intellectual history of

Mrs llemans* mind may be divided into two distinct and sepa-

rate eras—the first of which may be termed the classical, and

comprehends the productionsof her pen, from "The Restora-

tion of tlie Works of Art to Italy," and '* Modern Greece,"

down to the " Historical Scenes,*' and the *' Translations from

Camo€ns;"and the last, the r(M»an((C, which commences with

" The Forest Sanctuary," and includes " The Records of

Woman," to,gether with nearly all her later efforts. In regard

to excellence, there can be little doubt that the last section as

far transcends the first aa that does the merely Juvenile Poems

now given, and which certainly appear to us to exhibit occa-

sional scintillations ofthe brightness which followed. Even after

the early poetical attempts of Cowley and Pope, of Chatterton,

Kirke White, and Byron, these immature outpourings of sen-

timent and description may be re.id with an interest which

diminishes not by comparison.]



THE RESTORATION OF THE "WORKS OF ART TO ITALY.

THE KESTOKATION OF THE WOEKS OF ART TO ITALY.

['* The French, who in every invasion have been the scourge of Italy, and have rivalled or rather surpassed the rapacity of

the Goths and Vandals, laid their sacrilegious hands on the unparalleled collection of the Vatican, tore its masterpieces

from their pedestals, and, dragging them from theur temples of marble, transported them to Paris, and consigned them to

the dull sullen halls, or rather stables, of the Louvre. But the joy of discovery was short, and the triumph

of taste transitory."—EusTACx's Clattical Tour through Italt), vol. ii. p. 60.]

" Italia, Italia ! O tu cui die la sorte

Dono infelice di beUezza, ond' hai

Funesta dote d'in&niti guai,

Che'n fronte scritte per gran doglia port* j

Deh, fussi tu men bella, o almen pLu forte."

Land of departed fame ! whose classic plains

Have proudly echo'J to immortal strains

;

Whose haUow'd soil hath given the great and brave,

Day-stars of life, a birth-place and a grave

;

Home of the Arts ! where glory's faded smile

Sheds lingering light o'er many a mouldering pile

;

Proud wreck of vanish'd power, of splendour fled,

Majestic temple of the mighty dead !

Whose grandeur, yet contending with decay,

Gleams through the twilight of thy glorious day

;

Though dimm'd thy brightness, riveted thy chain.

Yet, fallen Italy ! rejoice again !

Lost, lovely realm ! once more 'tis thine to gaze

On the rich relics of sublimer days.

Awake, ye Muses of Etrurian shades.

Or sacred Tivoli's romantic glades
;

Wake, ye that slumber in the bowery gloom

Where the wild ivy shadows Virgil's tomb

;

Or ye, whose voice, by Sorga's lonely wave,

Swell'd the deep echoes of the fountain's cave.

Or thrill'd the soul in Tasso's numbers high—
Those magic strains of love and chivalry !

If yet by classic streams ye fondly rove.

Haunting the myrtle vale, the laurel grove.

Oh 1 rouse once more the daring soul of song,

Seize with bold hand the harp, forgot so long.

And hail, with wonted pride, those works revered,

Hallow'd by time, by absence more endear'd.

And breathe to Those the strain, whose warrior-

might

Each danger stemm'd, prevail'd in every fight

—

Souls of unyielding power, to storms inured.

Sublimed by peril, and by toil matured.

Sing of that Leader, whose ascendant mind
Could rouse the slumbering spirit of mankind

;

Whose banners track'd the vanquish'd Eagle's flight

O'er many a plain, and dark sierra's height;

Who bade once more the wild heroic lay

Record the deeds of Roncesvalles' day

;

Who, through each mountain-pass ofrockandsnow.

An Alpine huntsman, chased the fear-stnick foe

;

Waved his proud standard to the balmy gales.

Rich Languedoc ! that fan thy glowing vales,

And 'midst those scenes renew'd th' achievements

high

Bequeath'd to feme by England's ancestry.

Yet, when the storm seem'd hush'd, the conflict

past.

One strife remain'd—the mightest and the last

!

Nerved for the struggle, in that fateful hour

Untamed Ambition summon'd aU his power

:

Vengeance and Pride, to frenzy roused, were there,

And the stem might of resolute Despair.

Isle of the free ! 'twas then thy champions stood.

Breasting unmoved the combat's wildest flood
;

Simbeam of battle ! then thy spirit shone,

Qlow'd in each breast, and sunk with life alone.

hearts devoted ! whose illustrious doom
Gave there at once your triumph and your tomb.

Ye firm and faithful, in the ordeal tried

Of that dread strife, by Freedom sanctified ;

Shrined, not entomb'd, ye rest in sacred earth,

Hallow'd by deeds of more than mortal worth.

What though to mark where sleeps heroic dust,

No sculptured trophy rise, or breathing bust.

Yours, on the scene where valour's race was run,

A prouder sepulchre—the field yo won !

There cveiy mead, each cabin's lowly name.

Shall live a watchword blended with your fame
;

And well may flowers suffice those graves to crown

That ask no urn to blazon their renown !

There shall the bard in future ages tread,

And bless each wreath that blossoms o'er the

dead;
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Revere each tree whose sheltering branches wave

O'er the low mounds, the altars of the bravo !

Pause o'er each warrior's grass-grown bed, and hear

In every breeze some name to glory dear

;

And as the shades of twilight close around,

With martial pageants people all the groimd.

Thither unborn descendants of the slain

Still throng as pilgrims to the holy fane,

While as they trace each spot, whose records tell

Where fought their fathers, and prevail'd, and fell,

Warm in their souls shall loftiest feelings glow.

Claiming proud kindred with the dust below !

And many an age shall see the brave repair

To learn the Hero's bright devotion there.

And well, Ausonia ! may that field of fame,

From thee one song of echoing triumph claim.

Land of the lyre ! 'twas there th' avenging sword

Won the bright tresusures to thy fanes restored

;

Those precious trophies o'er thy realms that throw

A veil of radiance, hiding half thy woe.

And bid the stranger for awhile forget

How deep thy fall, and deeln thee glorious yet.

Yes, fair creations ! to perfection wrought.

Embodied visions of ascending thought

!

Forms of sublimity ! by Genius traced

In tints that vindicate adoring taste !

Whose bright originals, to earth unknown.

Live in the spheres encirclmg glory's throne

;

Models of art, to deathless fame consign'd,

Stamp'd with the high-bom majesty of mind

;

Yes, matchless works ! your presence shall restore

One beam of splendour to your native shore.

And her sad scenes of lost renown illume,

As the bright sunset gilds some hero's tomb.

Oh ! ne'er, in other climes, though many an eye

Dwelt on your charms, in beaming ecstasy

—

Ne'er was it yours to bid the soul expand

With thoughts so mighty, dreams so boldly grand,

As in that realm, where each faint breeze's moan
Seems a low dirge for glorious ages gone ,-

Where midst the ruiu'd shrines of many a vale,

E'en Desolation tolls a haughty tale.

And scarce a fountain flows, a rock ascends.

But its proud name with song eternal blends !

Yes ! in those scenes where every ancient stream

Bids memory kindle o'er some lofty theme

;

Where every marble deeds of fame records,

Each ruin tells of Earth's departed lords

;

And the deep tones of inspiration swell

From each wild olive-wood, and Alpine dell

;

Where heroes slimaber on their battle plains.

Midst prostrate altars and deserted fanes.

And Fancy communes, in each lonely spot.

With shades of those who ne'er shall be forgot

;

Therewas your home, andthere yourpower imprest.

With tenfold awe, the pilgrim's glowing breast

;

And, as the wind's deep thrills and mystic sighs

Wake the wild harp to loftiest harmonies.

Thus at your influence, starting from repose,

Thought Feeling, Fancy, into grandeur rose.

Fair Florence ! queen of Amo's lovely vale !

Justice and Truth indignant heard thy tale,

And sternly smiled, in retribution's hour.

To wrest thy treasures from the Spoiler's power.

Too long the spirits of thy noble dead

Mourn'd o'er the domes they I'ear'd in ages fled.

Those classic scenes their pride so richly graced,

Temples of genius, palaces of taste,

Too long, with sad and desolated mien,

Rcveal'd where Conquest's lawless track had been ;

Reft of each form with brighter light imbued,

Lonely they frown'd, a desert solitude.

Florence ! th' Oppressor's noon of pride is o'er.

Rise in thy pomp again, and weep no more I

As one who, startmg at the dawn of day

From dark illusions, phantoms of dismay,

Vrith transport heighten'd by those ills of night.

Hails the rich glories of expanding light ;

E'en thus, awakening from thy dream of woe.

While heaven's own hues in radiance round thee

glow.

With warmer ecsta-sy 'tis thine to trace

Each tint of beauty, and each Hue of grace

;

More bright, more prized, more precious, since

deplored

As loved lost relics, ne'er to be restored

—

Thy grief as hopeless as the tear-drop shed

By fond affection bending o'er the dead.

Athens of Italy ! once more are thine

Those matchless gems of Art's exhaustless mine.

For thee bright Genius darts his living beam.

Warm o'er thy shrines the tints of Glory stream,

And forms august as natives of the sky

Rise round each fane in faultless majesty

—

So chastely perfect, so serenely grand.

They seem creations of no mortal hand.

Ye at whose voice fair Art, with eagle glance.

Burst in full splendour from her deathlike trance

—

Whose rallying call bade slumbering nations wake.

And daring InteUeot his bondage break

—
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Beneath whose eye the lords of song arose,

And snatch'd the Tuscan lyre from long repose,

And bade its pealing energies resound

With power electric through the realms around ;

high in thought, magnificent in soul

!

Bom to inspire, enlighten, and control

;

Cosmo, Lorenzo ! view your reign once more.

The shrine where nations mingle to adore !

Again th' enthusiast there, with ai'dent gaze.

Shall hail the mighty of departed days :

Those sovereign spirits, whose commanding mind
Seems in the marble's breathing mould enshrined

;

Still with ascendant power the world to awe.

Still the deep homage of the heart to draw

;

To breathe some spell of holiness around.

Bid all the scene be consecrated ground,

And from the stone, by Inspiration wrought.

Dart the pure lightnings of exalted thought.

There thou, fair offspring of immortal Mind !

Love's ratliant goddess, idol of mankind !

Once the bright object of Devotion's vow,

Shalt claim from taste a kindred worship now.

Oh ! who can tell what beams of heavenly light

Flash'd o'er the sculptor's intellectual sight.

How many a glimpse, reveal'd to him alone.

Made brighter beings, nobler worlds, his own

;

Ere, like some vision sent the earth to bless.

Burst into life thy pomp of loveliness !

Young Genius there, while dwells his kindling

eye

On forms instinct with bright divinity.

While new-bom powers, dilating in his heart.

Embrace the full magnificence of Art

;

From scenes by Raphael's gifted hand array'd.

From dreams of heaven by Angelo portray'd
;

From each fair work of Grecian sldll sublime,

Seal'd with perfection, " sanctified by time ;"

Shall catch a Jdndred glow, and proudly feel

His spirit bum with emulative zeal :

Buoyant with loftier hopes, his soul shall rise.

Imbued at once with nobler energies

;

O'er life's dim scenes on rapid pinions soar,

And worlds of visionary grace explore,

Till his bold hand give glory's daydream birth.

And with new wonders charm admiring earth.

Venice exult ! and o'er thy moonlight seas

Swell with gay strains each Adriatic breeze !

What though long fled those years of martial fame
That shed romantic lustre o'er thy name ;

Though to the winds thy streamers idly play.

And the wild waves another Queen obey

;

Though quench'd the spirit of thine ancient race,

And power and freedom scarce have left a trace

;

Yet still shall Art her splendours round thee cast.

And gUd the wreck of years for ever past.

Again thy fanes may boast a Titian's dyes.

Whose clear soft brilliance emulates thy skies,

And scenes that glow in colouring's richest bloom

With life's warm flush Palladian halls illume.

From thy rich dome again th' unrivall'd steed

Starts to existence, rushes into speed.

Still for Lysippus claims the wreath of fame,

Panting with ardour, vivified mth flame.

Proud Racers of the Sun ! to fancy's thought

Burning with spirit, from his essence caught.

No mortal birth ye seem—but form'd to bear

Heaven's car of triumph through the realms of

air;

To range uncurb'd the pathless fields of space.

The winds your rivals in the glorious race

;

Traverse empyreal spheres with buoyant feet.

Free as the zephyr, as the shot-star fleet

;

And waft through worlds unknown the vital ray.

The flame that wakes creations into day.

Creatures of fire and ether ! wing'd with light,

To track the regions of the Infinite !

From purer elements whose life was drawn.

Sprung from the sunbeam, offspring of the dawn
What years, on years in silence gliding by.

Have spared those forms of perfect symmetry !

Moulded by Art to dignify alone

Her own bright deity's resplendent throne.

Since first her skill their fiery grace bestow'd

Meet for such lofty fate, such high abode.

How many a race, whose tales of glory seem

An echo's voice—the music of a dream.

Whose records feebly from oblivion save

A few bright traces of the wise and brave

;

How many a state, whose pillar'd strength sublime

Defied the storms of war, the waves of time,

Towering o'er earth majestic and alone.

Fortress of power—has flourish 'd and is gone !

And they, from clime to clime by conquest borne.

Each fleeting triumph destined to adorn,

They, that of powers and kingdoms lost and won
Have seen the noontide and the setting sun,

Constnnmate still in every grace remain.

As o'er their heads had ages roll'd in vain !

Ages, victorious in their ceaseless flight

O'er countless monuments of earthly might

!

While she, from fair Byzantium's lost domain.

Who bore those treasures to her ocean-reign,

'Midst the blue deep, who rear'd her island throne.

And called th' infinitude of waves her own

;
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Venice the proud, the Regent of the sea.

Welcomes in chains the trophies of the Free !

And thou, whose Eagle towering plume unfurl'd

Once cast its shadow o'er a vassal world,

Eternal city ! round whose Curule throne

The lords of nations knelt in ages flown

Thou, whose Augustan years have left to time

Immortal records of their glorious prime

;

When deathless bards, thine olive-shades among,

Swell'd the high raptures of heroic song

;

Fair, fallen Empress ! raise thy languid head

From the cold altars of th' illustrious dead.

And once again with fond delight survey

The proud memorials of thy noblest day.

Lo ! where thy sons, Rome ! a godlike train.

In imaged majesty return again

!

Bards, chieftains, monarchs, tower with mien

august

O'er scenes that shrine their venerable dust.

Those forms, those features, luminous with soul,

Still o'er thy children seem to claim control

;

With awful grace arrest the pilgrim's glance.

Bind his rapt soul in elevating trance,

And bid the past, to fancy's ardent eyes,

From time's dim sepulchre in glory rise.

Souls of the lofty ! whose imdying names

Rouse the young bosom still to noblest aims

;

Oh ! with your images could fate restore

Your own high spirit to your sons once more

;

Patriots and Heroes ! could those flames return

Thatbade yourheartswith freedom'sardours bum

;

Then from the sacred ashes of the first.

Might a new Rome in phoenix grandeur burst

!

With one bright glance dispel th' horizon's gloom.

With one loud call wake empire from the tomb

;

Bind round her brows her own triumphal crown.

Lift her dread aegis with majestic frown.

Unchain her eagle's wing, and guide his flight

To bathe his plumage in the foimt of light !

Vain dream ! DegradedRome ! thy noon is o'er;

Once lost, thy spirit shall revive no more.

It sleeps with those, the sons of other days.

Who fix'd on thee the world's adoring gaze

;

Those, blest to live, while yet thy star was high.

More blest, ere darkness quench'd its beam, to die

!

Yet, though thy faithless tutelary powers

Have fled thy shrines, left desolate thy towers.

Still, still to thee shall nations bend their way,

Revered in ruin, sovereign in decay !

Oh ! what can realms in fame's full zenith boast

To match the relics of thy splendour lost !

By Tiber's waves, on each illustrious hill.

Genius and Taste shall love to wander stUl

;

For there has Art survived an empire's doom.

And rear'd her throne o'er Latium's trophied

tomb

:

She from the dust recalls the brave and free.

Peopling each scene with beings worthy thee !

Oh ! ne'er againmayWar, withlightning-stroke.

Rend its last honours from the shatter'd oak !

Long be those works, revered by ages, thine.

To lend one triumph to thy dim decline.

Bright withstembeauty, breathingwrathful fire.

In all the grandeur of celestial ire,

Once more thine ovra, th' immortal Archer's form

Sheds radiance round, with more than Being

warm !

Oh ! who could view, nor deem that perfect frame

A living temple of ethereal flame ?

Lord of the daystar ! how may words portray

Of thy chaste glory one reflected ray ?

Whate'er the soul could dream, the hand could

trace.

Of regal dignity and heavenly grace

;

Each purer efiBuence of the fair and bright.

Whose fitful gleams have broke on mortal sight

;

Each bold idea, borrow'd from the sky,

To vest th' embodied form of Deity

;

All, all in thee, ennobled and refined.

Breathe and enchant, transcendently combined !

Son of Elysium ! years and ages gone

Have boVd in speechless homage at thy throne.

And days unborn, and nations yet to be.

Shall gaze, absorb'd in ecstasy, on thee !

And thou, triumphant wreck,^ e'en yet sublime,

Disputed trophy, claimed by Art and time :

Hail to that scene again, where Genius caught

From thee its fervours of diviner thought !

Where He, th' inspired One, whose gigantic mind

Lived in some sphere to him alone assign'd

;

Who from the past, the future, and th' unseen

Could call up forms of more than earthly mien :

TJnrivall'd Angelo on thee would gaze.

Till his full soul imbibed perfection's blaze !

And who but he, that Prince of Art, might dare

Thy sovereign greatness view without despair ?

1 The Belvidere Torso, the favourite study of Micliael

Angelo, and of many other distinguished artists.
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Emblem of Rome ! from power's meridian liurl'd,

Yet claiming still the homage of the world.

What hadst thou been, ere barbarous hands

defaced

The work of wonder, idolised by taste

)

Oh ! worthy still of some divine abode.

Mould of a Conqueror ! ruin of a God !

'

Stm, like some broken gem, whose quenchless beam

From each bright fragment pours its vital stream,

'Tis thine, by fate unconquer'd, to dispense

From every part some ray of excellence !

E'en yet, inform'd with essence from on high,

Thine is no trace of frail mortality !

Within that frame a piu'er being glows.

Through viewless veins a brighter current flows

;

FiU'd with immortal life each muscle swells,

In every lino supernal grandeur dwells,

Consummate work ! the noblest and the last

Of Grecian Fi-eedom, ere her reign was past :

"

Nurse of the mighty, she, while lingering still,

Her mantle flow'd o'er many a classic hill.

Ere yet her voice its parting accents breathed,

A hero's image to the world bequeathed

;

Enshrined in thee th' imperishable ray

Of high-soul'd Genius, foster'd by her sway.

And bade thee teach, to ages yet imbom.

What lofty dreams were hers—who never shall

return !

Andmarkyongroup, transfix'dwith manyathroe,
Seal'd with the image of eternal woe :

With fearful truth^ terrific power, exprest,

Thy pangs, Laocoon, agonise the breast,

And the stem combat picture to mankind

Of suffering nature and enduring mind.

1 *• (inoique cette statue d'HercuIe ait ^t^ maltralt^ et

mutil^ d'une manifere strange, se trouvant sans t6te, sans

bras, et sans jarabes, elle est cependant encore un chef-

d'cpuvre aux yeux des connoisseurs ; et ceux qui savent percer

dans les raysttres de 1' art, se la repr^sentent dans toute sa

beauty. L'Artiste, en vouLint repr^senter Uercule, a formi^

un corps id^al audessus de la nature * * * Cet ITercuIe

parolt done ici tel qu*il put Ctre lorsque, purifiij par le feu des

foiblesses de 1' humanity, 11 obtint 1' immortality et prit place

aupr^s des Dieux. II est repr^sent(5 sans aucun besoin de

nourriture et de reparation de forces. Les veines y sont tout

invisibles."

—

Wisckelmann, Ilistoire de I' Art chcz lei

Anciens, torn. ii. p. 248.

2 •' Le Torso d' Hercule paroit un des demlers ouvrages

parfalts que Tart ait produit en Grtce, avant la perte de sa

lib(5rte. Car apr^s que la Gr6ce fut rc^duite en province

Homaine, I'histoire ne fjiit mention d'aucun artiste c^l&bre

de cette nation, jusqu',aux temps du Trlumvirat Remain."—
WiNCKELMANN, ibid. tom. ii. p. 250.

Oh, mighty conflict ! though his pains intense

Distend each nerve, and dai-t through every sense;

Though fix'd on him, his children's suppliant eyes

Implore the aid avenging fate denies

;

Though with the giant-snake in fruitless strife.

Heaves every muscle with convulsive life.

And in each limb existence writhes, enroU'd

Midst the dread circles of the veuom'd fold

;

Yet the strong spirit lives—and not a cry

Shall own the might of Nature's agony !

That furrow'd bi'ow unconquer'd soul reveals.

That patient eye to angry Heaven appeals,

That struggling bosom concentrates its breath,

Nor yields one moan to torture or to death !
'

Sublimest triumph of intrepid Art !

With speechless horror to congeal the heart.

To freeze each pulse, and dart through every vein

Cold thrills of fear, keen sympathies of pain

;

Yet teach the spirit how its lofty power

May brave the pangs of fate's severest hour.

Turn from such conflicts, and enraptured gaze

On scenes where painting all her skill displays :

Landscapes, by colouring dress'd in richer dyes,

More meUow'd simshine, more unclouded skies.

Or dreams of bliss to dying martyrs given.

Descending seraphs robed in beams of heaven.

Oh ! sovereign Masters of the Pencil's might,

Its depths of shadow and its blaze of light ;

Ye, whose bold thought, disdaining eveiy bound,

Explored the worlds above, below, around.

Children of Italy ! who stand alone

And unapproach'd, midst regions all your own

;

What scenes, what beings bloss'd yom- favour'd

sight.

Severely grand, unutterably bright !

8 ** It is not, in the same manner, in the agonised limbs,

or in the convulsed muscles of the Laocoon, tliat the secret

grace of its composition resides ; it is in tlie majestic air of

the head, which has not yielded to suffcriu//, and in tlie deep

serenity of tlie forehead, which seems to be still superior to

all its aJlfiicUom, and significant of a mind that cannot be

subdued."

—

Alison's Essays, vol. ii. p. 400.

*' Laocoon nous offre le spectacle de la nature humainedans

la plus grande doulenr dont elle soit susceptible, sous 1' image

d*un homme qui tache de rassembler centre elle toute la

force del'esprit. Tandis que 1* execs de la souffrance enfle

les muscles, et tire violemment les nerfs, le courage se raontre

sur le front gonfl6 : la poitrine 8' ^Ifeve avec peine par la

necessity de la respiration, qui est ^galement contrainte par

le silence que la force de 1' &me impose k la douleur qu'elle

voudroit ^toufFer * * * * Son air est plaintif, et non

criard."

—

Winckelmann, Hisioire de I'Art chez les Ancienij

tom. ii. p. 214.
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Triumphant spirits ! your exulting eye

Could meet the noontide of eternity,

And gaze untired, undaunted, uncontroll'd.

On all that Fancy trembles to behold.

Bright on your view such forms their splendour

shed

As burst on prophet-bards in ages fled :

Forms that to trace no hand but yoiu^ might dare.

Darkly sublime, or exquisitely fair;

These o'er the walls your magic skill array'd.

Glow in rich sunshine, gleam through melting shade,

Float in light grace, in awful greatness tower.

And breathe and move, the records of your power.

Inspired ofheaven ! what heighten'd pomp ye cast

O'er all the deathless trophies of the past I

Round many a marble fane and classic dome, -

Asserting still the majesty of Rome—

•

Round many a work that bids the world believe

What Grecian Art could image and achieve.

Again, creative minds, your visions throw

Life's chasten'd warmth and Beauty's mellowest

glow.

And when the Mom's bright beams and mantling

dyes

Pour the rich lustre of Ausonian skies.

Or evening suns illume with purple smile

The Paiian altar and the pillar'd aisle.

Then, as the fuU or soften'd radiance falls

On angel-groups that hover o'er the walls.

Well maythose temples, where your hand has shed

Light o'er the tomb, existence round the dead.

Seem like some world, so perfect and so fair.

That nought of earth should find admittance there.

Some sphere, where beings, to mankind unknown,

Dwell in the brightness of their pomp alone !

Hence, ye vain fictions ! fancy's erring theme !

Gods of illusion ! phantoms of a dream !

Frail, powerless idols of departed time,

Fables of song, delusive, though sublime !

To loftier tasks has Roman Art assigu'd

Her matchless pencil, and her mighty mind !

From brighter streams her vast ideas flow'd.

With purer fire her ardent spirit glow'd.

To her 'twas given in fancy to explore

The land of mii-acles, the holiest shore

;

That realm where first the Light of Life was sent.

The loved, the punish'd, of th' Omnipotent !

O'erJudah's hillsherthoughtsinspiredwould stray,

Through Jordan's valleys trace their lonely way

;

By Siloa's brook, or Almotana's deep,^

Chain'd in dead silence, and unbroken sleep

;

^ Almotana. Tlie name given by the Arabs to the Dead Sea.

Scenes, whose cleft rocks and blasted deserts tell

Where pass'd th' Eternal, where his anger fell !

Where oft his voice the words of fate reveal'd,

SweU'd in the whMwind, in the thvmder peal'd.

Or, heard by prophets in some palmy vale,

" Breathed still small " whispers on the midnight

gale.

There dwelt her spirit—there her hand portray'd.

Midst the lone wilderness or cedar-shade.

Ethereal forms with awful missions fraught.

Or patriarch-seers absorb'd in sacred thought.

Bards, in high converae with the world of rest.

Saints of the earth, and spirits of the blest.

But chief to Him, the Conqueror of the grave,

Who lived to guide us, and who died to save

;

Him, at whose glance the powers of evil fled.

And soul retum'd to animate the dead;

Whom the waves own'd—and sunkbeneath his eye.

Awed by one accent of Divinity

;

To Him she gave her meditative hours,

HaUow'd her thoughts, and sanctified her powers.

O'er her bright scenes sublime repose she threw.

As aU around the Godhead's presence knew.

And robed the Holy One's benignant mien

In beaming mercy, majesty serene.

Oh ! mark where Raphael's pure and perfect line

Portrays that form ineffably divine !

^V^lere witli transcendant skill liis hand has shed

Difi'asive sunbeams round the Saviour's head;^

Each heaven-illumined lineament imbued

With all the fulness of beatitude.

And traced the sainted gi'oup, whose mortal sight

Sinks ovei-power'd by that excess of light

!

Gaze on that scene, and own the might of Art,

By truth inspired, to elevate the heart !

To bid the soul exultingly possess.

Of all her powers, a heighten'd consciousness

;

And, strong in hope, anticipate the day,

The last of life, the first of freedom's ray

;

To realise, in some unclouded sphere,

Those pictured glories feebly imaged here !

Dim, cold reflections from her native sky.

Faint effluence of "the Dayspring from on high !"

[This poem is thus alluded to by Lord Byron, in one of his

publislied letters to Mr Murray, dated from Diodati, Sept.

30th, 1818 :—" Italy or Dalmatia and anotlier summer may,

or may not, set me off again. ... I sliall take Felicia

Hemaus's Restoration, &c., with me—it is a good poem-

very."]

2 Tlie Trailf/lguraUon, thought to be so perfect a specimen

of art, that, in honour of Raphael, it was carried before his

body to the grave.
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MODEEN GREECE.

*' O Greece ! thou sapient nurse of tuier arts.

Which to briglit Science blooming Fancy bure.

Be ttiis thy praise, tliat tliou, and tliou alone.

In these hast led the way, in tiiese excell'd,

Crown'd with the laurel of assenting Time."

Thomson's LWerty.

Oh ! who hath trod thy consecrated clime,

Fair land of Phidias ! themo of lofty strains !

And traced each scene that, midst the wrecks

of time.

The print of Glory's parting step retains

,

Nor for awhile, in high-wrought dreams, forgot.

Musing on years gone by in brightness there,

The hopes, the fears, the sorrows of his lot.

The hues his fate hath worn, or yet may wear

;

As when, from mountain-heights, his ardent eye

Of sea and heaven hath track'd the blue infinity 1

Is there who views with cold unalter'd mien,

His frozen heart with proud indifference fraught.

Each sacred haunt, each unforgotten scene.

Where Freedom triumph'd, or where Wisdom
taught ?

Souls that too deeply feel ! oh, envy not

The sullen calm your fate hath never known

:

Through the dull twilight of that wintery lot

Genius ne'er pierced, nor Fancy's sunbeam shone,

Nor those high thoughts that, hailing Glory's

trace.

Glowwiththegenerousflames ofeveryage and race.

m.

But blest the wanderer whose enthusiast mind
Each muse of ancient days hath deep imbued
With lofty lore, and all his thoughts refined

In the calm school of silent solitude

;

Pour'd on his ear, midst groves and glens retired.

The mighty strains of each illustrious chme,

All that hath lived, while empires have expired.

To float for ever on the winds of time

;

And on his soul indelibly portray'd

Fair visionary forms, to fill each classic shade.

Is not this mind, to meaner thoughts unknown,

A sanctuary of beauty and of light ?

There he may dwell in regions all his own,

A world of dreams, where all is pure and bright.

For him the scenes of old renown possess

Romantic charms, all veil'd from other eyes ;

There every form of nature's loveliness

Wakes in his breast a thousand sympathies

;

As music's voice, ia some lone mountain dell,

From rocks and caves around calls forth each

echo's swell.

For him Italia's brilliant skies illume

The bard's lone haimts, the warrior's combat-

plains,

And the wild rose yet lives to breath and bloom

Round Doric Paistum's soUtary fanes.^

But most, fair Greece ! on tliy majestic shore

He feels the fervours of his spirit rise

;

Thou birth-placeofthe Muse ! whose voice ofyore

Breathed in thy groves immortal haimonies

;

And lingers stUl around the weU-known coa.st,

Murmuringawild farewell to fame and freedom lost

By seas that flow in brightness as they lave

Thy rocks, th' enthusiast rapt in thought may

stray,

While roves his eye o'er that deserted wave.

Once the proud scene of battle's dread array.

— ye blue waters ! ye, of old that bore

The free, the conquering, hymn'd by choral

strains.

How sleep ye now around the silent shore.

The lonely realm of ruins and of chains !

How are the mighty vanish'd in their pride !

E'en as their barks have left no traces on your tide.

Hush'd arc the Paeans whose exulting tone

Swell'd o'erthat tide ^—the sons of battle sleep—

•

1 ** The Paestan rose, from its peculiar fragrance and the

singularity of blowing twice a-year, is often mentioned by

the classic poets. The wild rose, which now shoots up among

the ruins, is of the small single damask kind, with a very

high perfume ; as a farmer assured me on the spot, it flowers

both in spring and autumn."

—

Swinburne's Travels in the

Two Sicilies.

2 In the naval engagements of the Greeks, •* it was usual
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The wind's wild sigh, the halcyon's voice alone

Blend with the plaintive murmur of the deep.

Yet when those waves have caught the splendid

hues

Of mom's rich firmament, serenely bright,

Or setting suns the lovely shore suffuse

With all their purple mellowness of light,

Oh ! who could view the scene, so calmly fair,

Nor dream that peace, and joy, and liberty were

there)

Where soft the sunbeams play, the zephyrs blow,

'Tis hard to deem that misery can be nigh

;

Where the clear heavens in blue transparence

glow.

Life should be calm and cloudless aa the sky

;

—Yet o'er the low, dark dwellings of the dead,

Verdm-e and flowers in summer-bloommay smile,

And ivj'-boughs their graceful drapery spread

In green luxuriance o'er the niiu'd pile

;

And mantUng woodbine veil the wither'd tree ;

—

And thus it is, fair land ! forsaken Greece, with

thee.

IX.

For all the loveliness, and light, and bloom

That yet are thine, surviving many a storm.

Are but as heaven's warm radiance on the tomb.

The rose's blush that masks the canker-worm.

And thou art desolate—thy mom hath pass'd !

So dazzling in the splendour of its sway.

That the dark shades the night hath o'er thee cast

Throw tenfold gloom around thy deep decay.

Once proud in freedom, still in ruin fau',

Thy fate hath been unmatch'd—in glory and

despah-.

For thee, lost land ! the hero's blood hath flow'd.

The high in soul have brightly lived and died

;

For thee the Hght of soaring genius glow'd

O'er the fair arts it form'd and glorified.

Thine were the minds whose energies sublime

So distanced ages in their lightning-race.

The task they left the sous of later time

Was but to follow their illumined trace.

—Now, bow'd to earth, thy children, to be free,

Must break each link that binds their filial heaite

to thee.

for the soldiers before the fight to sing a psan, or hymn, to

Miirs, and after the figiit another to ApoUo."—See Potter's

Antiquitiet ofGreecCt vol. ii. p. 155.

Lo ! to the scenes of fiction's wildest tales,

Her own bright East, thy son, Morea ! flies,^

To seek repose midst rich, romantic vales.

Whose incense mounts to Asia's vivid skies.

There shall he rest ?—^Alas ! his hopes in vain

Guide to the sun-clad regions of the palm :

Peace dwells not now on oriental plain.

Though eai-th is fruitfulness, and air is balm

;

And the sad wanderer finds but lawless foes,

Where patriarchs reign'd of old in pastoral repose.

Where Syria's mountains rise, orYemen'sgroves,

Or Tigris roUs his genii-haunted wave,

Life to his eye, as wearily it roves.

Wears but two forms—the tyrant and the slave!

There the fierce Arab leads his daring horde

Where sweeps the sand-storm o'er the burning

wild;

There stern Oppression waves the wasting sword

O'er plains that smUe as ancient Eden smiled

;

And the vale's bosom, and the desert's gloom.

Yield to the injured there no shelter save the tomb.

But thou, fair world! whose fresh unsullied

charms

Welcomed Columbus from the western wave.

Wilt thou receive the wanderer to thine arms,^

The lost descendant of the immortal brave 1

Amidst the wild magnificence of shades

That o'er thy floods their twilight-grandeur cast.

In the green dejith of thine untrodden glades

Shall he not rear his bower of peace at last 1

Yes ! thou hast many a lone, majestic scene.

Shrined in primeval woods, where despot ne'er

hath been.

There by some lake, whose blue expansive breast

Bright from afar, an inland ocean, gleams,

Gu:t with vast solitudes, profusely dress'd

In tints like those that float o'er poet's dreams;

1 Tlie emigration of tlie natives of the Morea to different

parts of Asia is tlma mentioned by Cliateaubriand in liis

Itindraire de Paris a Jerusalem— ** Parvenu au dernier

degr^ du mallieur, le Moraite s'arrache de son pays, et va

clierclier en Asie un sort moins rigoureux. Vain espoir ! il

tetrouve des cadis et des pachas jusques dans les sables du

Jourdain et dans les dfSserts de Palmyre."

3 In the same work, Chateaubriand also relates his having

met with several Greek emigrants who had established then,

selves in the woods of Florid.a.
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Or where some flood &om pine-clad moiiutain

pours

Its might of waters, glittering in their foam,

Midst the rich verdure of its wooded shores.

The exiled Greek hath fix'd his sylvan home :

So deeply lone, that round the wild retreat

Scarce have the paths been trod by Indian hunts-

man's feet.

XV.

The forests are around him in their pride.

The green savannas, and the mighty waves

;

And isles of flowera, bright-floating o'er the tide,'

That images the fairy worlds it laves.

And stillness, and luxuriance. O'er his head

The ancient cedars wave their peopled bowers.

On high the palms their graceful foliage spread,

Cinctured with roses the magnolia towers;

And from those green arcades a thousand tones

Wake with each breeze, whose voice through Na-

ture's temple moans.

And there, no traces left by brighter days

For glory lost may wake a sigh of grief

;

Some grassy mound, perchance, may meet his

gaze,

The lone memorial of an Indian chief.

There man not yet hath mark'd the boimdless

plain

With marble records of his fame and power

;

The forest is his everlasting fane,

The palm his monument, the rock his tower

:

Th' eternal torrent and the giant tree

Remind him but that they, like him, are wildly

free.

xm.

But doth the exile's heart serenely there

In sunshine dwell 1—Ah ! when was exile blest ?

When did bright scenes, clear heavens, or sum-

mer air.

Chase from his soul the fever of unrest ?

—There is a heart-sick weariness of mood.

That like slow poison wastes the vital glow,

And shrines itself in mental solitude.

An uncomplaining and a nameless woe,

' •* La grace est toujours unie k la magnificence dans lea

scenes de la nature ; et tandis que 1e courant du milieu en-

tratne vers la mer lea cadavres des pins et des chines, on voit

sur les deux courants lat^raux, remonter, le long des rivages

des lies flottintes de Pistia et de Nenuphar, dont les roses

jaunes s'^lfevent conmie de petits papillons."

—

Description of

the Banks o/the Mississippi, Chateaubriand's Atala.

That coldly smiles midst pleasure'sbrightest ray,

As the chill glacier's peak reflects the flush of day.

Such grief is theirs, who, fix'd on foreign shore,

Sigh for the spirit of their native gales.

As pines the seaman, midst the ocean's roar.

For the green earth, with all its woods and vales.

Thus feels thy child, whose memory dwells

with thee.

Loved Greece ! all sunk and blighted as thou art

Though thought and step inwestem wildsbe free.

Yet thine are still the daydreams of his heart

:

The deserts spread between, the billows foam.

Thou, distant and in chains, are yet his spirit's

home.

In vain for him the gay liannes entwine.

Or the green fire-fly sparkles through the brakes.

Or summer-winds waft odours from the pine.

As eve's last blush is dying on the lakes.

Through thy fair vales his fancy roves the while.

Or breathes the freshness of Cithajron's height.

Or dreamshow softlyAthens' towerswould smile,

Or Sunium's ruins, in the fading light ;

On Corinth's cliff what sunset hues may sleep.

Or, at that placid hour, how calm th' JJgean deep

!

What scenes, what sunbeams, are to him like

thine ?

(The all of thine no tyrant could destroy !)

E'en to the stranger's roving eye, they shine

Soft as a vision of remember'd joy.

And he who comes, the pilgrim of a day,

A passing wanderer o'er each Attic hUl,

Sighs as his footsteps turn from thy decay,

To laugliiug climes, where all is splendour still;

And views with fond regret thy lessening shore.

As he would watch a star that sets to rise no more.

Realm of sad beauty ! thou art as a shrine

That Fancy visits with Devotion's zeal.

To catch high thoughts and impulses divine.

And all the glow of soul enthusiasts feel

Amidst the tombs of heroes—for the brave

Whose dust, so many an age, hath been thy soil.

Foremost in honour's phalanx, died to save

The land redeem'd and hallow'd by their toil

;

And there is language in thy hghtest gale.

That o'er the plains they won seems murmuring

yet their tale.
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And ho, whoso hoart is weary of the strife

Of meaner spirits, and whose mental gaze

Would shun the dull cold littleness of life.

Awhile to dwell amidst sublimer days.

Must turn to thee, whose every valley teems

With proud remembrances that cannot die.

Thy glens are peopled with inspiring dreams.

Thy winds, the voice of oracles gone by ;

And midst thy laurel shades the wanderer hears

The soimd ofmighty names, the hymns of vanish'd

yeara.

Through that deep solitude be his to stray.

By Faun and Oread loved in ages past.

Where clear Peneus winds his rapid way
Though the cleft heights, in antique grandeur

vast.

Romantic Tempo ! thou art yet the same

—

Wild, as when sung by bards of elder time :'

Tears, that have changed thy river's classic

name,^

Have left thee still in savage pomp sublime

;

And from thine Alpine clefts and marble caves,

In living lustre still break forth the fountain waves.

Beneath thy mountain battlements and towers.

Where the rich arbute's coral benies glow,^

1 " Looking generally at the narrowness and abruptness of

this mountain-channel, (Tempe,) and contrasting it with the

course of the Peneus through the plains of Tliessaly, the

imagination instantly recurs to the tradition that these plains

were once covered with water, for which some convulsion of

nature had subsequently opened this narrow passage. The
term rate, in our language, is usually employed to describe

scenery in which the predominant features are breadth,

beauty, and repose. The reader has already perceived that

the term is whoUy inapplicable to the scenery at this spot,

and that the phrase, vale of Tempo, is one that depends on
poetic fiction The real character of Tempe,
though it perhaps be less beautiful, yet possesses more of

magnificence than is implied in the epithet given to it. . .

... To those who have visited St Vincent's rocks, below

Bristol, I cannot convey a more sufiicient idea of Tempe,
than by saying that its scenery resembles, though on a much
larger scale, that of the former place. The Peneus, indeed,

as it flows through the valley, is not greatly wider than the

Avon ; and the channel between the cliffs is equally con-

tracted in its dimensions ; but these cliffs themselves are

much loftier and more precipitous, and project their vast

masses of rock with still more extraordinary abruptness over

the hollow beneath."

—

Holland's Travels in Albania, ^c.

2 The modem name of the Peneus is Salympria.

* " Towards the lower part of Tempe, these cliffs are peaked

In a very singular manner, and form projecting angles on the

Or midst th' exuberance of thy forest bowers,

Casting deep shadows o'er the current's flow.

Oft shall the pilgrim pause, in lone recess.

As rock and stream some glancing light have
caught.

And gaze, till Nature's mighty forms impress

His soul with deep sublimity of thought

;

And linger oft, recalling many a tale.

That breeze, and wave, and wood seem whisper-

ing through thy dale.

He, thought-entranced, may wander where ofold

From Delphi's chasm the mystic vapour rose.

Andtrembling nations heard theirdoom foretold

By the dread spirit throned midst rocks and

snows.

Though its rich fanes be blended with the dust,

And silence now the hallow'd haunt possess.

Still is the scene of ancient rites august.

Magnificent in mountain loneliness

;

Still inspu-ation hovers o'er the ground.

Where Greece her councils held,'' her Pythian

victors crown'd.

Or let his steps the rude gray cliffs explore

Of that wild pass, once dyed with Spartan blood,

When by the waves that break on (Eta's shore,

The few, the fearless, the devoted, stood !

Or rove where, shadowing Mantinea's plain.

Bloom the wild laurels o'er the warlike dead,'

Or lone Plataea's ruins yet remain

To mark the battle-field of ages fled :

Still o'er such scenes presides a sacred power,

Though Fiction's gods have fled from fountain,

grot, and bower.

vast perpendicular faces of rock which they present towards

the cliasm ; where the surface renders it possible, the sum-
mits and ledges of the rocks are for the most part covered

with small wood, chiefly oak, with the arbutus and other

shrubs. On the banks of the river, wherever there is a small

interval between the water and the cliffs, it is covered by the

rich and widely spreading foliage of the plane, the oak, and
other forest trees, which in these situations have attained a
remarkable size, and in various places extend their shadow

far over the channel of the stream The rocks

on each side of the vale of Tempe are evidently the same

;

what may be called, I believe, a coarse bluish-gray marble,

with veins and portions of the rock in which the marble is of

finer quality."—Holla.vd's Travels in Albania, ^c.

* The Amphictyonic Council was convened in spring and

autumn at Delphi or Thermopyla;, and presided at tha

Pythian games which were celebrated at Delphi every fifth year.

fi ** This spot, (the field of Mantinea,) on which so many
brave men were laid to rest, is now covered with rosemary

and laurels."

—

Pouqueville's Travels in tJte Morea.
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Oh ! Btill unblamed may fancy fondly deem

That, lingering yet, benignant genii dwell

Where mortal worth has hallow'd grove or

stream.

To sway the heart with some ennobling spell ;

For mightiest minds have felt their blest control

In the wood's murmur, in the zephyr's sigh,

And these are dreams that lend a voice and soul,

And a high power, to Nature's majesty !

And who can rove o'er Grecian shores, nor feel.

Soft o'er his inmost heart, their secret magic steal 1

Yet many a sad reality is there.

That Fancy's bright illusions cannot veil.

Pure laughs the light, and balmybreathes the air.

But Slavery's mien will tell its bitter tale

;

And there, not Peace, but Desolation, throws

Delusive quiet o'er full many a scene

—

Deep as the brooding torpor of repose

That follows where the earthquakes track hath

been

;

Or solemn calm on Ocean's breast that lies.

When sinks the storm, and death has hush'd the

seamen's cries.

Hast thou beheld some sovereign spirit, hurl'd

By Fate's rude tempest from its radiant sphere,

Doom'd to resign the homage of a world.

For Pity's deepest sigh and saddest tear 1

Oh ! hast thou watch'd the awful wreck of mind

That weareth still a glory in decay ?

Seen all that dazzles and delights mankind-
Thought, science, genius—to the storm a prey;

And o'er the blasted tree, the wither'd ground,

Despair's -wild nightshade spread, and darkly

flourish round 1

So mayst thou gaze, in sad and awe-struck

thought.

On the deep fall of that yet lovely clime :

Such there the ruinTime and Fate have wrought.

So changed the bright, the splendid, the sublime.

There the proud monuments of Valour's name.

The mighty works Ambition piled on high,

The rich remains by Art bequeath'd to Fame

—

Grace, beauty, grandeur, strength,and symmetry.

Blend in decay ; while all that yet is fair

Seems only spared to tell how much hath perish'd

there !

There, while around lie mingling in the dust

The column's graceful shaft, with weeds o'er

grown.

The mouldering torso, the forgotten bust.

The warrior's urn, the altar's mossy stone

—

Amidst the loneliness of shatter'd fanes,

Still matchless monuments of other years

—

O'er cypress groves or solitary plains.

Its eastern form the minaret proudly rears :

As on some captive city's ruin'd wall

The victor's banner waves, exulting o'er its faU.

Still, where that column of the mosque aspires,

Landmark of slavery, towering o'er the waste.

There science droops, the Muses hush theirlyres

And o'er the blooms of fancy and of taste

Spreads the chill blight ;—as in that orient isle

Where the dark upas taints the gale around,

'

Within its precincts not a flower may smile,

Nor dew nor sunshine fertiUse the ground

;

Nor wild birds' music float on zephyr's breath,

But all is silence roimd, and solitude, and death.

Far other influence pour'd the Crescent's light

O'er conquer'd realms, in ages pass'd away

;

Full and alone it beam'd, intensely bright.

While distant cUmes in midnight darkness lay.

Then rose th' Alhambra, with its founts and

shades,

Fair marble halls, alcoves, and orange bowers :

Its sculptured lions,' richly wrought arcades.

Aerial pillars, and enchanted towers ;

Light, splendid, wild, as some Arabian tale

Would picture fairy domes that fleet before the

gale.

Then foster'd genius lent each caliph's throne

Lustre barbaiic pomp could ne'er attain ;

* For the accounts of the upas or poison tree of Java, now
generally believed to be fabulous, or greatly exaggerated, set

the notes to Darwin's Botanic Garden,

2 " The court most to be admired of the Alhambra is that

called the court of the Lions ; it is ornamented with sixty

elegant pillars of an architecture which bears not the least

resemblance to any of the known orders, and might be called

the Arabian order, .... But its principal ornament,

and that from which it took its name, is an alabaster cup, six

feet in diameter, supported by twelve lions, which is said to

liave been made in imitation of the Brazen Sea of Solomon's

temple."

—

Burgoa.vnk's Travels in Spain.
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And stars unnumber'd o'er the orient sliono,

Bright as that Pleiad, sphered in Mecca's fane.^

From Ragdat's palaces the choral strains

Rose and re-echoed to the desert's bound,

And Science, woo'd on Egypt's burning plains,

Rear'd her majestic head with glory crown'd

;

And the wild Muses breathed romantic lore

From Syria's palmy groves to Andalusia's shore.

Those years have past in radiance—they have

past.

As sinks the daystar in the tropic maiu

;

His parting beams no soft reflection cast,

Theybum—are qucnch'd—and deepest shadows

reign.

And Fame and Science have not left a trace

In the vast regions of the Moslem's power,

—

Regions, to intellect a desert space,

A wild without a fountain or a flower.

Where towers Oppression midst the deepening

glooms.

As dark and lone ascends the cypress midst the

tombs.

Alas for thee, fair Greece ! when Asia pour'd

Her fierce fanatics to Byzantium's wall

;

When Europe sheath'd, in apathy, her sword.

And heard immoved the fated city's call.

No bold crusaders ranged their serried line

Of spears and banners round a falling throne

;

And thou, last and noblest Constantino !

^

Didst meet the storm unshrinking and alone.

Oh ! blest to die in freedom, though in vain

—

Thine empire's proud exchange the grave, and

not the chain

!

Hush'd is Byzantium
—

'tis the dead of night

—

The closing night of that imperial race !

'

And all is vigU—but the eye of light

Shall soon vmfold, a wilder scene to trace :

1 ** Sept des plus fameux parmi les anciens poetes Ara-

biques sont d^sign^s par les ^crivains orientaux sous le nom
de Plciade Arabiqw, et leurs ouvrages ^talent suspendus

autour de la Ca-iba, ou Mosque de la Mecque."

—

Sis-mo-vdi,

Literature du Midi.

2 *' The distress and fall of the last Constantine are more

glorious than the long prosperity of the Byzantine Cffisars."—
Gibbon's Decline and Fall, &c. vol. xii. p. 226.

3 See the description of the night previous to the taking of

Constantinople by Mahomet II.

—

Gibbo.v'b JkcUncand Fall,

&.C. vol. xii, p. 225.

There is a murmuring stillness on the train

Thronging the midnight streets, at mom to die

;

And to the cross, in fair Sophia's fane,

For the last time is raised Devotion's eye

;

And, in his heart while faith's bright visions rise,

There kneels the high-soul'd prince, the summon'd

of the skies.

Day breaks in light and glory
—

'tis the hour

Of conflict and of fate—the wai'-note calls

—

Despair hath lent a stern, delirious power

To the brave few that guard the rampart walls.

Far over Marmora's waves th' artillery's peal

Proclaims an empire's doom in every note
;

Tambour and trumpet swell the clash of steel

;

Round spire and dome the clouds of battle float

,

Fromcampandwave rush on the Crescent's host.

And the Seven Towers'* are scaled, and all is won

and lost.

Then, Greece! thetempestrose thatburstonthee.

Land of the bard, the warrior, and the sage !

Oh ! where were then thy sons, the great, the free.

Whose deeds are guiding stars from age to age ?

Though firm thy battlements of crags and snows.

And bright the memory of thy days of pride,

In mountainmight though Corinth's fortressrose.

On, unresisted, roU'd th' invading tide !

Oh ! vain the rock, the rampart, and the tower,

If Freedom guai-d them not with Mind's uncon-

quer'd power.

Where were th' avengers then, whose viewless

might

Preserved inviolate their awful fane,°

When through the steep defiles, to Delphi's

height.

In martial splendour pour'd the Persian's train 1

Then did those mighty and mysterious Powers,

Arm'd with the elements, to vengeance wake.

Call the dread storms to darken round their

towers.

Hurldownthe rocks, and bid thethundersbreak;

4 ** This building (the Castle of the Seven Towersl is men-

tioned as early as the sixth century of the Christian era, as a

spot which contributed to the defence of Constantinople ; and

it was the principal bulwark of the town on the coast of the

Propontis, in the last periods of the empire."

—

Pouqukville's

Travels in the Morea.

6 See the account from Herodotus of the supematttfal de-

fence of Delphi.

—

Mitford's Greece, vol. i. p. 396-7.
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Till far around, with deep and fearful clang,

Sounds of unearthly war through wild Parnassus

rang.

Where was the spirit of the victor-throng

Whose tombs are glorious by Scamander's tide,

Whose names are bright in everlasting song,

The lords of war, the praised, the deified ?

Wliere he, the hero of a thousand lays.

Who from the dead at Mai-athon arose'

All arm'd ; and beaming on the Athenians' gaze,

A battle-meteor, guided to their foesi

Or they whose forms to Alaric's awe-struck eye,^

Hovering o'er Athens, blazed in airy panoply ?

XLU.

Ye slept, heroes ! chief ones of the earth !'

High demigods of ancient days ! ye slept

:

There lived no spark of your ascendant worth
When o'er your land the victor Moslem swept.

No patriot then the sons of freedom led.

In mountain pass devotedly to die

;

The martyr-spirit of resolve was fled.

And the high soul's unconquer'd buoyancy
;

And by your graves, and on your battle-plains.

Warriors ! your children knelt to wear the stran-

ger's chains.

N'owhaveyourtrophiesvanish'd.andyourhomes

Are moulder'd from the earth, while scarce

remain

E'en the faint traces of the ancient tombs
That mark where sleep the slayers or the slain.

Your deeds are with the days of glory flown,

The lyres are hush'd that swell'd your fame afar,

The halls that echo'd to their sounds are gone,

Perish'd the conquering weapons of yoiu' war ;
*

1 *' In succeeding ages tlie Athenians lionoured Theseus .is

a demigod, induced to it as well by otlier reasons as because,

when tliey were fighting the Medes at .Marathon, a consider-

able part of the army thouglit they saw the apparition of The-
seus completely armed, and bearing down before them upon
the barbarians."

—

Langhor.^e's Plutarch, Life of Theseus.

' " From Thermopyla- to Sparta, the leader of the Goths
(Alaric) pursued his victorious march without encountering

any mortal antagonist ; but one of tlie advocates of expiring

paganism has confidently asserted that the walls of Athens
were guarded by the goddess Minerva, with her fbrmidable

wgis, and by the angry phantom of Achilles, and that the

conqueror was dismayed by the presence of the hostile deities

of Greece."—Gibbon's Decline and Fall, &c. vol. v. p. IS3.

8 " Even all the chief ones of the earth"—Isaiah, xiv.

* •* How are the mighty fallen, and the weapons of war
perished !"

—

Samuel, book ii. chap, t

And if a mossy stone your names retain,

'Tis but to tell your sons, for them ye died in

vain.

Yet, where some lone sepulchral relic stands,

That with those names tradition hallows yet.

Oft shall the wandcrmg son of other lands

Linger in solemn thought and hush'd regret.

And still have legends mark'd the lonely spot

Where low the dtist of Agamemnon hes

;

, And shades of kings and leaders unforgot.

Hovering around, to fancy's vision rise.

Souls of the heroes ! seek your rest again.

Nor mark how changed the realms that saw your

glorj''s reign.

Lo, where th' Albanian spreads his despot sway

O'er Thessaly's rich vales and glowing plains.

Whose sons in sullen abjectness obey.

Nor lift the hand indignant at its chains :

Oh ! doth the land that gave Achilles birth,

And many a chief of old illustrious line.

Yield not one spirit of unconquer'd worth

To kindle those that now in bondage pine %

No ! on its mountain-air is slavery's breath.

And teiTor chills the hearts whose utter'd plaints

were death.

Yet if thy Ught, fair Freedom, rested there.

How rich in charms were that romantic clime.

With streams, and woods, and pastoral valleys

fair.

And wall'd with motmtains, haughtUy sublime

!

Heights that might well be deem'd the Muses'

reign.

Since, claiming proud alliance with the skies.

They lose in loftier spheres their wild domain

—

Meet home for those retired divinities

That love,where nought ofearthmay e'erintrude.

Brightly to dwell on high, in lonely sanctitude.

There in rude grandeur daringly ascends

Stem Pindus, rearing many a pine-clad height

;

He with the clouds his bleak dominion blends,

Fro^vning o'er vales in woodland verdure bright.

Wild and august in consecrated pride,

There through the deep-blue heaven Olympus

towers,

Girdled with mists, light-floating as to hide

The rock-built palace of immortal powers

;
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Where far on high the sunbeam finds repose.

Amidst th' eternal pomp of forests and of snows.

Those savage cliffs and solitudes might seem

The chosen haunts where Freedom's foot would

roam

;

She loves to dwell by glen and torrent-stream,

And make the rocky fastnesses her home.

And in the rushing of the mountain flood.

In the wild eagle's solitary cry.

In sweeping winds that peal through cave and

wood,

There is a voice of stem sublimity.

That swells her spirit to a loftier mood

Of solemn joy severe, of power, of fortitude.

But from those hills the radiance of her smile

Hath vanish'd long, her step hath fled afar

;

O'er Suli's frowning rocks she paused a while,'

Kindling the watch-fires of the mountain war.

And brightly glow'd her ardent spirit there,

Still brightest midst privation : o'er distress

It cast romantic splendour, and despair

But fann'd that beacon of the wilderness

;

And rude ravine, and precipice, and dell

Sent their deep echoes forth, her rallying voice to

BwelL

Dark children ofthe hills ! 'twasthen ye wrought

Deeds of fierce daring, rudely, sternly grand
;

As midst your craggy citadels ye fought,

And women mingled with your warrior band.

Then on the cliff the frantic mother stood ^

High o'er the river's darkly-rolling wave.

And hurl'd, in dread deUrium, to the flood

Her free-bom infant, ne'er to be a slave.

For all was lost—all, save the power to die

The wild indignant death of savage hberty.

Now is that strife a tale of vanish'd days.

With mightier things forgotten soon to lie
;

Yet oft hath minstrel sung, in lofty lays.

Deeds less adventurous, energies less high.

1 For several interesting particulars relative to the Suliote

warfare with Ali Pasha, see Holland's Travels in Albania,

2 " It is related, as an authentic story, th.at a group of

Suliote women assembled on one of the precipices adjoining

the modern seragho, and threw their infants into the chasm

below, that they might not become the slaves of the enemy."

—Holland's Travels, tfee.

And the dread struggle's fearful memory still

O'er each wild rock a wilder aspect throws

;

Sheds darker shadows o'er the frowning hill.

More solemn quiet o'er the glen's repose

;

Lends to the rustling pines a deeper moan,

And the hoarse river's voice a murmur not its own.

For stillness now—the stillness of the dead

—

Hath wrapt that conflict's lone and awful scene

;

And man's forsaken homes, in ruin spread,

Tell where the storming of the cliffs hath been.

And there, o'er wastes magnificently rude.

What race may rove, unconscious of the chain ?

Those realms have now no desert tmsubdued.

Where Freedom's banner may be rear'd again :

Sunk are tho ancient dwellings of her fame,

The children of her sons inherit but their name.

Go, seek proud Sparta's monuments and fanes !

In scatter'd fragments o'er the vale they he

;

Of all they were not e'en enough remains

To lend their fall a mournful majesty.^

Birth-place ofthose whose nameswe first revered

In song and story—temple of the free !

thou, the stem, tho haughty, and the fear'd.

Are such thy rohcs, and can this be thee 1

Thou shouldst have left a giant wreck behind.

And e'en in ruin claim'd the wonder of mankind.

For thine were spirits cast in other mould

Than all beside—and proved by ruder test

;

They stood alone—the proud, the firm, the bold.

With tho same seal indelibly imprest.

Theirs were no bright varieties of mind,

One image stamp'd the rough, colossal race,

In rugged grandeur frowning o'er mankind.

Stem, and disdainful of each mOder grace

;

As to the sky some mighty rock may tower.

Whose front can brave the storm, but will not rear

the flower.

Such were thy sons—their hfe a battle-day !

Their youth one lesson how for thee to die !

Closed is that task, and they have passed away

Like softer beings train'd to aims less high.

8 The ruins of Sp.arta, near the modern town of Mistra, are

very inconsiderjible. and only sufScient to mark the site of

the ancient city. The scenery around them is described by

travellers as very striking.
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Yet bright on earth their fame who proudly fell,

True to their shields, the champions of thy

cause,

Whose funeral coliunu bade the stranger tell

How died the brave, obedient to thy laws !

^

lofty mother of heroic worth,

How couldst thou live to bring a meaner offspring

forth?

Hadst thou but perish'd with the free, norknown
A second race, when glory's noon went by.

Then had thy name in single brightness shone

A watchword on the helm of liberty !

Thou shouldst have pass'd with all the light of

fame.

And proudly sunk in ruins, not in chains.

But slowly set thy star midst clouds of shame,

And tyrants rose amidst thy falling fanes
;

And thou, surrounded by thy warriors' graves,

Hast drain'd the bitter cup once mingled for thy

slaves.

Now all is o'er—for thee alike are flown

Freedom's bright noon and slavery's twilight

cloud

;

And in thy fall, as in thy pride, alone,

Deep solitude is round thee as a shroud.

Home of Leonidas ! thy halls are low

;

From their cold altars have thy Lares fled

;

O'er thee, unmark'd, the sunbeams fade or

glow.

And wild-flowers wave, unbent by human tread;

And midst thy silence, as the grave's profound,

A voice, a step, would seem as some imearthly

sound.

Tajfgetus still lifts his awful brow

High o'er the mouldering city of the dead.

Sternly sublime ; while o'er his robe of snow

Heaven's floating tints their warm suffiisions

spread.

And yet his rippling wave Eurotaa leads

By tombs and ruins o'er the silent plain

;

While, whispering there, his own wild graceful

reeds

Rise as of old, when hail'd by classic strain

;

* Tlie inscription composed by Simonides for the Spartan

monument in tlie pass of Tliermopylae has been tlius trans-

lated :
—•' Stranger, go tell the Lacedemonians tliat we have

obeyed their laws, and that we lie here."

There the rose-laurels still in beauty wave,"

And a frail shrub survives to bloom o'er Spai;J;a's

grave.

Oh, thus it is with man ! A tree, a flower.

While nations perish, still renews its race.

And o'er the fallen records of his power

Spreads in wild pomp, or smiles in fairy grace.

The laurel shoots when those have pass'd away,

Once rivals for its crovm, the brave, the free

;

The rose is flourishing o'er beauty's clay.

The myrtle blows when love hath ceased to be

;

Green waves the bay when songand bard ai'efled.

And all that round us blooms is blooming o'er the

dead.

And still the olive spreads its foliage round

Morea's fallen sanctuaries and towers.

Once its green boughs Minerva's votaries

crown'd,

Deem'd a meet offering for celestial powers.

The suppliant's hand its holy branches bore ;'

They waved around the Olympic victor's head;

And, sanctified by many a rite of yore.

Its leaves the Spartan's honour'd bier o'erspread.

Those rites have vanish'd—but o'er vale and hill

Its fruitful groves arise, revered and hallow'd still.*

Where now thy shrines, Eleusis ! where thy fane

Of fearful visions, mysteries wild and high ?

The pomp of rites, the sacrificial train.

The long procession's awful pageantry 1

Quench'd is the torch of Ceres'—all around

Decay hath spread the stillness of her reign
;

There never more shall choral hymns resound

O'er the hush'd earth and solitary main,

2 ** In the Eurotas I observed abundance of those famous

reeds which were known in the earliest ages; and all the

rivers and marshes of Greece are replete witli rose-laurels,

while the springs and rivulets are covered with hlies, tube-

roses, hyacinths, and narcissus orientalis."

—

Pouqueville's

Travels in the Morca.

sit was usual for suppliants to carry an oUve branch bound

with wool.

* The olive, according to PouquevDle, is still regarded with

veneration by tlie people of the Morea.

6 It was customary at Eleusis, on the fifth day of the

festival, for men and women to run about with torches in

their hands, and also to dedicate torches to Ceres, and to

contend who should present the largest. This was done in

memory of the journey of Ceres in search of Proserpine, dur-

ing which she was lighted by a torch kindled in the flames of

Etna.

—

Porter's Antiquities of Greece^ vol i. p. 392.
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Whose wave from Salamis deserted flows,

To bathe a silent shore of desolate repose.

And oh, ye secret and ten-ifio powers !

Dark oracles ! in depth of groves that dwelt.

How are they sunk, the altars of your bowers.

Where Superstition trembled as she knelt

!

Ye, the unknown, the viewless ones ! that made

The elements your voice, the wind and wave

;

Spirits ! whose influence darken'd many a shade.

Mysterious visitants of fount and cave !

How long your power the awe-struck nations

sway'd,

How long earth dreamt of you, and shudderingly

obey'd

!

And say, what mar\'el, in those early days.

While yet the light ofheaven-bom trathwasnot.

If man around him cast a fearful gaxe.

Peoplingwithshadowy powers each delland grot ?

Awful is nature in her savage forms,

Her solemn voice commanding in its might.

And mystery then was in the rush of storms,

The gloom of woods, the majesty of night

;

And mortals heard Fate's language in the blast.

And rear'd your forest-shrines, ye phantoms of the

past!

Thenthrough the foliage not a breeze mightsigh

But %vith prophetic sound—a waving tree,

A meteor flashing o'er the summer sky,

A bird's wild flight reveal'd the things to be.

All spoke of unseen natures, and convey'd

Their inspiration ; still they hover'd round,

Hallow'd the temple, whisper'd through the

shade.

Pervaded loneliness, gave soul to sound

;

Of them the fovmt, the forest, murmur'd still.

Their voice was in the stream, their footstep on

the hill.

Kow is the train of Superstition flown !

Unearthly beings walk on earth no more

;

The deep wind swells with no portentous tone,

The rustling wood breathes no fatidic lore.

Fled are tlio phantoms of Livadia's cave,

There dwell no shadows, but of crag and steep;

Fount of Oblivion ! in thy gushing wave,

'

That murmurs nigh, those powers of terror sleep.

1 The fountains of Oblivion and Memory, with the llercy-

Oh that such dreams alone had fled that clime!

But Greece is changed in all that could be changed

by time

!

Her skies are those whence many a mighty bard

Caught inspiration, glorious as their beams

;

Her hUls the same that heroes died to guard.

Her vales, that foster'd Art's divinest dreams !

But that bright spirit o'er the land that shone.

And all around pervading influence pour'd.

That lent the harp of .^Eachylus its tone.

And proudly hallow'd Lacedsemon's sword.

And guided Phidias o'er the yielding stone.

With them its ardours lived—with them its light

is flown.

Thebes, Corinth, Argos !—ye renown'd of old,

Where are your chiefs of high romantic name 1

How soon the tale of ages may be told I

A page, a verse, records the fall of fame,

The work of centuries. We gaze on you,

cities ! once the glorious and the free.

The lofty tales that charm'd our youth renew.

Andwondering ask, ifthese theirscenescouldbe 1

Search for the classic fane, the regal tomb,

Andfindthemosquealone—arecordoftheirdoom!

How oft hath war his host of spoUers pour'd.

Fair Elis ! o'er thy consecrated vales !
^

There have the sunbeams glanced on spear and

sword.

And banners floated on the balmy gales.

Onco didst thou smUe, secure in sanctitude,

As some enchanted isle mid stormy seas

;

On thee no hostile footstep might intrude.

And pastoral sounds alone were on thy breeze.

Forsaken home of peace ! that spell is broke :

Thou too hast heard the storm, and bow'd beneath

the yoke.

And through Arcadia's wild and lone retreats

Far other sounds have echo'd than the strain

iiian fountain, are still to be seen amongst the rocks near

Liwidia, though tlie situation of the cave of Trophonius, in

their vicinity, cannot be exactly ascertained.—See Holland's

Travel:

2 Elis was anciently a sacred territory, its inhabitants being

considered as consecrated to the service of Jupiter. All armies

marcliing tlirough it delivered up their weapons, and received

tliem again wiien they had passed its boundary.
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Of faun and dryad, from their woodland seats,

Or ancient reed of peaceful mouutaiu-swain !

There, though at times Alpheus yet surveys.

On his green banks renew'd, the classic dance,

And nymph-like forms, and wild melodious

lays,

Kevive the sylvan scenes of old romance

;

Yet brooding fear and dark suspicion dwell

Midst Pan's deserted haunts, by foimtain, cave,

and dell.

But thou, fiiir Attica ! whose rocky bound

All art and nature's richest gifts enshrined.

Thou little sphere, whose soul-illumined round

Concentrated each sunbeam of the mind

;

Who, as the summit of some Alpine height

Glows earliest, latest, with the blush of day.

Didst first imbibe the splendours of the Hght,'

And smile the longest in its lingering ray

;

Oh ! let us gaze on thee, and fondly deem

The past awhile restored, the present but a

dream.

Let Fancy's vivid hues awhile prevail

—

Wake at her call—be all thou weii) once more

!

Hark! hymns of trimnph swell on every gale

—

Lo ! bright processions move along thy shore

;

Again thy temples, midst the olive-shade,

Lovely in chaste simplicity arise

;

And graceful monuments, in grove and glade.

Catch the warm tints of thy resplendent skies

;

And scidptured forms, of high and heavenly

mien.

In their calm beauty smUe around the sun-bright

scene.

Again renew'd by Thought's creative spells.

In all her pomp thy city, Theseus ! towers :

Within, around, the light of glory dwells

On art's fair fabrics, wisdom's holy bowers.

There marble fanes in finish'd grace ascend.

The pencil's world of life and beauty glows

;

Shrines, pillars, porticoes, in grandeur blend.

Rich with the trophies of barbaric foes

;

And groves of platane wave in verdant pride.

The sage's blest retreats, by calm Ilissus' tide.

1 " We are assured by Thucydides that Attica was the

province of Greece in which population first became settled,

and where the earliest progress was made tow.ard civilisation."

—MiTKORD's Greece, vol. i. p. 35.

Bright as that fairy vision of the wave.

Raised by the magic of Morgana's wand, ^

On summer seas that undulating lave

Romantic Sicily's Arcadian strand

;

That pictured scene of airy colonnades.

Light palaces, in shadowy glory drest.

Enchanted groves, and temples, and arcades,

Gleaming and floating on the ocean's breast

;

Athens ! thus fair the dream of thee appears.

As Fancy's eye pervades the veiling cloud of years.

Still bethat cloud withdrawn—oh ! mark onhigh.

Crowning yon hUl, with temples richly graced.

That fane, august in perfect symmetry,

The purest model of Athenian taste.

Fair Parthenon ! thy Doric pillars rise

In simple dignity, thy marble's hue

Unsullied shines, relieved by brilliant skies.

That romid thee spread their deep ethereal blue
;

And art o'er all thy light proportions throws

The harmony of grace, the beauty of repose.

And lovely o'er thee sleeps the sunny glow,

\Mienmom and eve in tranquil splendour reign.

And on thy sculptures, as they smile, bestow

Hues that the pencil emulates in vain.

Then the fair forms by Phidias wrought, unfold

Each latent grace, developing in light

;

Catch, from soft clouds of purple and of gold,

Each tint that passes, tremulously bright

;

And seem indeed whate'er devotion deems.

While so suffused with heaven, so mingUng with

its beams.

2 Fata Morgana. This remarkable aerial phenomenon,

which is thought by the lower order of Sicilians to be the

work of a fairy, is thus described by Father Angelucci, whose

account is quoted by Swinburne :—
" On the 15th August 1643, I was surprised, as I stood at

my window, with a most wonderful spectacle : the sea that

washes the Sicilian shore swelled up, and became, for ten

miles in length, like a chain of dark mountains, while the

waters near our Calabrian coast grew quite smooth, and in

an instant appeared like one clear polished mirror. On this

glass was depicted, in chiaro-scuro, a string of several thou-

sands of piliisters, all equal in height, distance, and degrees

of light and shade. In a moment they bent into arcades,

like Roman aqueducts. A long cornice was next formed at

the top, and above it rose innumerable castles, all perfectly

alike ; these again changed into towers, which were shortly

after lost in colonnades, then windows, and at last ended in

pines, fypresses, and other trees."

—

Swj.vburne's Travels in

the Two Sicilies.
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LXXVI.

But oh !. what words the vision may portray.

The form of sanctitude that guards thy shriue ]

There stands thy goddess, robed in war's array,

Supremely glorious, awfully divine !

With spear and helm she stands, and flowing

vest.

And sculptured SDgis, to perfection wrought

;

And on each heavenly lineament imprest.

Calmly sublime, the majesty of thought

—

The pure intelligence, the chaste repose—
All that a poet's dream around Minerva throws.

Bright age of Pericles ! let fancy still

Through time's deep shadows all thy splendour

trace.

And in each work of art's consummate skill

Hail the free spirit of thy lofty race

:

That spirit, roused by every proud reward

That hope could picture, glory could bestow,

Foster'd by all the sculptor and the bard

Could give of immortality below.

Thus were thy heroes form'd, and o'er their

name.

Thus did thy genius shed imperishable fame.

Mark in the throng'd Ceramieus, the train

Of mourners weeping o'er the martyr'd brave :

Proud be the tears devoted to the slain.

Holy the amaranth strew'd upon their grave !

'

And hark ! unrivall'd eloquence proclaims

Their deeds, their trophies, with triumphant

voice !

Hark ! Pericles records their honour'd names !

''

Sons of the fallen, in their lot rejoice :

'What hath life brighter than so bright a doom?

What power hath fate to soil the garlands of the

tomb?

1 All sorts of purple and white flowers were supposed by

the Greeks to be acceptable to the dead, and used in adorn-

ing tombs ; as amaranth, with which the Thessalians decor-

ated the tomb of Achilles.

—

Potter's Antiquities of Greece,

vol. ii. p. 232.

2 Pericles, on Ills return to .\thens after the reduction of

Saraos, celebnited in a splendid manner the obsequies of

his countrymen who fell in that war, and pronounced himself

the funeral oration usual on such occasions. This gained

him great applause ; and when he came down from the ros-

trum tiie women paid their respects to him, and presented

him with crowns and cll.^plets, like a champion just returned

victorious from the lists.

—

Langhou.ve's Plutarch, Life of

Perieks.

LXXES.

Praise to the valiant dead ! for them doth art

Exhaust her skill, their trimnph's bodying forth

;

Theirs are enshrined names, and every heart

Shall bear the blazon'd impress of their worth.

Bright on the dreams of youth theu' fame shall

rise,

Their fields of fight shall epic song record ;

And, when the voice of battle rends the skies.

Their name shaU be their country's rallying

word !

While fane and column rise august to tell

How Athens honours those for her who proudly

fell.

LXJX.

City of Theseus ! bursting on the mind.

Thus dost thou rise, in all thy glory fled !

Thus guarded by the mighty of mankind.

Thus hallow'd by the memory of the dead

:

Alone in beauty and renown—a scene

Whose tints are drawn from freedom's loveliest

ray.

'Tis but a vision now—yet thou hast been

More than the brightest vision might portray

;

And every stone, with but a vestige fraught

Of thee, hath latent power to wake some lofty

thought.

Fall'n are thy fabrics, that so oft have rung

To choral melodies and tragic lore
;

Now is the lyre of Sophocles imstrung.

The song that hail'd Harmodius peals no more.

Thy proud Pineus is a desert strand,

Thy stately shrines are mouldering on their

hill.

Closed are the triumphs of the sculptor's hand,

The magic voice of eloquence is still

;

Minerva's veil is rent '—her image gone ;

Silent the sage's bower—the warrior's tomb o'er-

thrown.

3 The peplus, which is supposed to have been suspended as

an awning over the statue of Minerva in the Parthenon,

was a principal ornament of the Panathenaic festival ; and it

was embroidered with various colours, representing the battle

of the gods and Titans, and the e.xploits of Athenian heroes.

When the festival was celebrated, the peplus was brought

from the Acropolis, and suspended as a s.iil to the vessel,

which on that d.iy was conducted through the Ceramieus and

princip.al streets of Athens, till it had miide the circuit of the

Acropolis. Tlie peplus was then carried to the Parthenon,

and consecrated to Minerva.— See Cha.ndler's J'ravell,

Stuart's AUiens, 6jC.
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T.TTTTT.

Yet in decay thine exquisite remains

Wondering we view, and silently revere,

As traces left on earth's forsaken plains

By vanish'd beings of a nobler sphere !

Not all the old magnificence of Rome,

All that dominion there hath left to time—
Proud Coliseum, or commanding dome.

Triumphal arch, or obehsk sublime,

Can bid such reverence o'er the spirit steal.

As aught by thee imprest with beauty's plastic seal.

Though still the empress of the svmbumt waste.

Palmyra rises, desolately grand—

•

Though with rich gold ' and massy sculpture

graced.

Commanding still, Persopolis may stand

In haughty solitude—though sacred Nile

The first-bom temples of the world surveys.

And many an awful and stupendous pUe

Thebes of the hundred gates e'en yet displays

;

City of Pericles ! oh who, like thee.

Can teach how fair the works of mortal hand may

Thou led'st the vray to that illumined sphere

Where sovereign beauty dwells; and thence

didst bear,

Oh, still triumphant in that high career !

Bright archetypes of all the grand and fair.

And still to thee th' enlighten'd mind hath flown

As to her country,—thou hast been to earth

A cynosure,—and, e'en from victory's throne.

Imperial Rome gave homage to thy worth

;

And nations, rising to their fame afar.

Still to thy model turn, as seamen to their star.

Glory to those whose relics thus arrest

The gaze of ages ! Glory to the free !

For they, they only, could have thus imprest

Their mighty image on the years to be !

Empires and cities in oblivion lie,

Grandeiu- may vanish, conquest be forgot,

—

To leave on earth renown that cannot die.

Of high-soul'd genius is th' unrivall'd lot.

Honour to thee, Athens ! thou hast shown
Whatmortalsmay attain, and seized the pahn alone.

I Tlie gilding amidst the ruins of Persepolis is still, accord-

ing to Winclieliuann, in liigli preservation.

LXXXVI.

Oh ! live there those who view with scornful

eyes

All that attests the brightness of thy prime t

Yes ; they who dwell beneath thy lovely skies.

And breathe th' inspiring ether of thy clime !

Their path is o'er the mightiest of the dead.

Theirhomes are midst the works of noblest arts

;

Yet all ai'ound their gaze, beneath their tread,

Not one proud thrill of loftier thought imparts.

Such are the conquerors of Minerva's land.

Where Genius first reveal'd the triumphs of his

hand !

For them in vain the glowing light may smile

O'erthe pale marble, colouring's warmth to shed.

And in chaste beauty many a sculptured pile

Still o'er the dust of heroes lift its head.

No patriot feeling binds them to the soil.

Whose tombs and shrines their fethers have not

rear'd ;

Their glance is cold indifference, and their toil

But to destroy what ages have revered

—

As if exulting sternly to erase

^\'hate'er might prove that land had nursed a

nobler race.

And who may grieve that, rescued from their

hands,

Spoilers of excellence and foes to art,

Thy relics, Athens ! borne to other lands.

Claim homage still to thee from every heart t

Though now no more th' exploring stranger's

sight,

Fix'd in deep reverence on Minerva's fane.

Shall hail, beneath their native heaven of light.

All that remain'd of forms adored in vain

;

A few short years—and, vanish'd from the scene.

To blend with classic dust their proudest lot had

been.

Fair Parthenon ! yet stiU must Fancy weep

For thee, thou work of nobler spirits flown.

Bright, as of old, the sunbeams o'er thee sleep

In all their beauty still—and thine is gone !

Empires have sunk since thou wert first revered.

And varying rights have sanctified thy shrine.

The dust is round thee of the race that rear'd

Thy walls ; and thou—their fate must soon be

thine !
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But when shall earth again exult to see

Visions divine like theirs renew'd in aught like

thee J

Lone are thy pillars now—each passing gale

Sighs o'er them as a spirit's voice, which moan'd

That loneliness, and told the plaintive tale

Of the bright sjTiod once above them throned.

Mourn, graceful ruin ! on thy sacred hill.

Thy gods, thy rites, a kindred fate have shared

:

Yet art thou honour'd in each fragment still

That wasting years and barbarous hands had

spared

;

Each hallow'd stone, from rapine's fury borne.

Shall wake bright dreams of thee in ages yet un-

born.

Yes ! in those fragments, though bytime defaced

And rude insensate conquerors, yet remains

All that may charm th' enlighten'd eye of taste,

On shores where still mspuiug freedom reigns.

As vital fragrance breathes from every part

Of the crush'd myrtle, or the bruised rose.

E'en thus th' essential energy of art

There in each wreck imperishably glows !

^

The sold of Athens lives in every line.

Pervading brightly still the ruins of her shrine.

Mark on the storied frieze the graceful train.

The holy festival's triumphal throng.

In fair procession to Minerva's fane,

With many a sacred sj'mbol, move along.

There every shade of bright existence trace,

The fire of youth, the dignity of age

;

The matron's calm austerity of grace,

The ardent warrior, the benignant sage

;

The nymph's light symmetry, the chief's proud

mien

—

Each ray ofbeauty caught and mingled in the scone.

Art unobtrusive there ennobles form,"

Each pure chaste outline exquisitely flows

;

' " In the most broken fragment, the same great principle

of life can be proved to exist, as in the most perfect figure,"

is one of the observations of Mr llaydon on the Elgin

Marbles.

2 " Every thing here breathes life, with a veracity, with an

exquisite knowledge of art, but without the least ostentation

or parade of it, which is concealed by consummate and m.is-

terly skill."

—

Canova's Letter to ViC Earl of Elgin.

There e'enthe steed, withbold expressionwarm,'

Is clothed with majesty, with being glows.

One mighty mind hath harmonised the whole

;

Those varied groups the same bright impress

bear

;

One beam and essence of exalting soul

Lives in the gi'and, the delicate, the fair

;

And well that pageant of the glorious dead

Blends us with nobler days, and loftier spirits fled.

conquering Genius ! that couldst thus detain

The subtle graces, fading as they rise,

Eternalise expression's fleeting reign.

Arrest warm life in all its energies.

And fix them on the stone—thy glorious lot

Might wake ambition's envy, and create

Powers half divine : whUe nations are forgot,

A thought, a dream of thine hath vanquish'd

fate !

And when thy hand first gave its wonders birth.

The realms that hail them now scarce claim'd a

name on earth.

Wert thou some spirit of a purer sphere

But once beheld, and never to return 1

No—we may hail again thy bright career.

Again on earth a kindred fire shall bum !

Though thy least relics, e'en in ruin, bear

A stamp of heaven, that ne'er hath been re-

new'd

—

A light inherent—let not man despair

:

Still be hope ardent, patience unsubdued

;

For still is nature fair, and thought divine.

And art hath won a world in models pure as

thine.*

Gaze on yon forms, corroded and defaced

—

Yet there the germ of future glory lies !

' Mr West, after expressing bis admiration of the horse's

head in Lord Elgin's collection of Athenian sculpture, thus

proceeds:—*' We feel the same, wlien we view tiie young

equestrian Athenians, and, in observing them, we are in-

sensibly carried on with the impression that they and their

horses actually existed, as we see them, at the instant when

they were converted into marble."

—

West's Second Letter to

Lord Elf/in.

* Mr Flaxman thinks that sculpture has very greatly im-

proved within these last twenty years, and th.it his opinion

is not singular—because works of such prime importance as

the Elgin Marbles could not remain in any country without

a consequent improvement of the public taste, and the talents

of the artist.—See the Evidence (jiven in reply to Interrotja-

tories/rom the Committee on the Elgin Marbles.
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Their virtual grandeur could not be erased

;

It clothes them still, though veil'd from com-

mon eyes.

They once were gods and heroes '—and beheld

As the blest guardians of their native scene

;

And hearts of warriore, sages, bards, have swell'd

With awe that owu'd their sovereignty of mien.

Ages have vanish'd since those hearts were cold,

And still those shatter'd forms retain their god-

like mould.

Midst their bright kindred, from their marble

throne

They have look'd down on thousand storms of

time;

Surviving power, and fame, and freedom flown,

They still remain'd, still tranquilly sublime !

Till mortal hands the heavenly conclave marr'd.

TheOlympian groups have sunk, andare forgot

—

Kot e'en their dust could weepingAthens guard
;

But these were destined to a nobler lot

!

And they have borne, to light another land.

The quenchless ray that soon shall gloriously ex-

pand.

Phidias ! supreme in thought ! what hand but

thine,

Inhuman worksthus blending earth and heaven.

O'er nature's truth had spread that grace divine.

To mortal form immortal grandeur given 'i

"What soul but thine, infusing all its power
In these last monuments of matchless days,

Could from their ruins bid young Genius tower.

And Hope aspire to more exalted praise
;

And guide deep Thought to that secluded height

VVTiere excellence is throned in purity of light ?

And who can tell how p\ire, how bright a flame,

Caught from these models, may illume thewest)

What British Angelo may rise to fame,"

On the free isle what beams of art may rest ?

• The Theseus and Ilissus, which are considered by Sir T.

Lawrence, Mr Westmaeott, and other distinguished artists,

to be of a higher class tlian the Apollo Dclvidere, " because

there is in tliem a union of very grand form, witli a more
true and natural expression of tlie effect of action upon tlie

human frame tlian tliere is in tlie Apollo, or any of the other

more celebrated statues."—See The Evidmce, SfC.

' " Let us suppose a young man at this time in London,
endowed with powers such as enabled Micliael Angelo to

advance the arts, as he did, by the aid of one mutilated speci-

men of Grecian excellence in sculpture, to what an eminence

Deem not, England ! that by climes confined,

Genius and taste diffuse a partial ray ;

"

Deem not the eternal energies of mind

Sway'd by that sun whose doom is but decay !

Shall thought be foster'd but by skies serene 1

No ! thou hast power to be what Athens e'er hath

been.

But thine are treasures oft unprized, imknown.

And cold neglect hath blighted many a mind.

O'er whose young ardours had thy smile but

shone.

Their soaring flight had left a world behind !

And many a gifted hand, that might have

wrought

To Grecian excellence the breathing stone.

Or each pure grace of Raphael's pencil caught,

Leaving no record of its power, is gone !

While thou hast fondly sought, on distant coast.

Gems far less rich than those, thus precious, and

thus lost

Yet rise, Land, in all but art alone !

Bid the sole wreath that is not thine be won !

Fame dwells around thee—Genius is thineown;

Call his rich blooms to life—be thou their sun !

So, should dark ages o'er thy glory sweep.

Should thine e'er be as now are Grecian plains,

Nations unborn shall track thine own blue

deep

To hail thy shore, to worship thy remains

;

Thy mighty monuments with reverence trace,

And cry, " This ancient soil hath nursed a glorious

race !

"

might not such a genius carry art, by the opportunity of

studying those sculptures, in the aggregate, which adorned

the temple of Minerva at Athens ?
"

—

West's &:cond Letter

to Lord Elgin.

3 In allusion to the theories of Du Bos, Winckelmann,

Montesquieu, &c., with regard to the inherent obstacles in

the climate of England to the progress of genius and the arts.

—See IIoARE's Epochs (if the Arti, p. 84, 85.

EXTRACTS FROM CONTEMPORARY REVIEWS.

Blacktcood^s Magazine.—" In our reviews of poetical pro-

ductions, the better efforts of genius hold out to us a task at

once more useful and delightful than those of inferior merit.

In the former the beautiful predominate, and expose while

they excuse the blemishes. But the public taste would receive

no benefit from a detail of mediocrity, relieved only by the

censure of faults uncompcns.ated by excellencies. AVe have

great pleasure in calling the attention of our readers to the

beautiful poem before us, whicli we believe to be the work of

the same lady who last year put her name to the second edition

ofanother poem on a kindred subject, "The Restoration of the
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TRANSLATIONS FROM CAMOENS, AND OTHER POETS.

" Siamo nati veramente in un secolo in cui gl'ingeffni e gli atudj degli uomini sono rivolti all* utilita. L'Agricoltura, le

Arti, i] Commercio acquiatano tutto di novi liimi dalle ri;:urche de' Saggi ; e il voier farsi un norae icntando di dikitare^

quand* altri v'aspira con piu giustizia giovando, sembra impresa dura e difiicUe."

—

Saviolf.

SONNET 70.

** Na metade do ceo subido ardia."

High in the glowing heavens, with cloudless beam,

The sun had reach'd the zenith of his reign.

And for the living fount, the gelid stream,

Each flock forsook the herbage of the plain :

Midst the dark foliage of the forest shade.

The birds had shelter'd from the scorching ray

;

Hush'd were their melodies—and grove and glade

Resounded but the shrill cicada's lay

:

When, through the grassy vale, a love-lorn swain.

To seek the maid who but despised his pain,

Breathing vain sighs of fruitless passion, roved

:

" Why pine for her," the slighted wanderer cried,

" By whom thou art not loved ? " and thus replied

An echo's murmuring voice

—

"Thou art not

loved/"

"Works ofArt to Italy"—namely, Mrs Hemans of North Wales.

That the author's fame has not altogether kept pace with her

merit, we are inclined to think is a reproach to the public.

Poetry is at present experiencing tlie fickleness of fashion, and

may be said to have had its day. Very recently, the reading

public, as tlie phrase is, was immersed in poetry, but seems

to have had enough ; and, excepting always that portion of

it who are found to relish genuine poetry on its own in-

trinsic account, and will never tire of the exquisite enjoyment

which it affords, the said public seldom read poetry at all.

" But so httle is that excitement which the bulk of readers

covet necessarily connected with poetry, tliat these readers

have tired even of romances in a metrical form, and are

regarding all their late rhythmical favourites alike, with that

sort of ingratitude with which repletion would lead tliem to

regard a banquet when the dialies are removing from the

table. But tliis is no proof that these great poets have for-

feited their title to be admired. They are fixed orbs, which

stand just where they did, and shine just as they were wont,

although they stem to decline to tlie world, whicli revolves

the opposite way. But if the world will turn from the poet,

whatever be his merit, there is an end of his popularity,

inasmuch as the most approved conductor of the latter is the

multitude, as essentially as is the air of ihe sound of his voice.

Profit will also fail from the lack of purchasers ; and poetry,

high as it m:iy intrinsically seem, must full, commercially

speaking, to its ancient proverbially unprofitable level. Yet

poetry will still be poetry, however it may cease to pay: and

SONNET 282.

FROM PSALM CXXXVU,

" Na ribeu-a de Euprates assentado."

Wrapt in sad musings, by Euphrates' stream

I sat, retracing days for ever flown,

While rose thine image on the exile's dream,

much-loved Salem ! and thy glories gone

:

When they who caused the ceaseless tears I shed,

Thus to their captive spoke— " Why sleep thy

lays'?

Sing of thy treasures lost, thy splendour fled.

And all thy triumphs in departed days !

Know'st thou not Harmony's resistless charm

Can soothe each passion, and each grief disarm 1

Sing then, and tears will vanish fi'om thine eye."

With sighs I answer'd,—" When the cup of woe
Is fiU'd, till misery's bitter draught o'erflow.

The mourner's cure is not to sing—but die."

although the acclaim of multitudes is one thing, and the still

small voice of genuine taste and feeling another, the nobler

incense of the latter will ever be its reward.
*

' Our readers will now cease to wonder that an author like

tlie present, who has had no higher aim than to regale the

imagination with imagery, warm tlie heart with sentiment and

feeling, and delight the ear with music, without the foreign

aid of tale or fable, has hitherto written to a select few, and

passed almost unnoticed by the multitude.

" With the exception of Lord Byron, who has made the

theme peculiarly his own, no one has more feelingly con-

trasted ancient with modern Greece.

" The poem on the Restoration of the Louvre Collection,

has, of course, more allusions to ancient Rome ; and nothing

can be more spirited than the passages in which the author

invokes for modern Rome the return of her ancient glories.

In a cursory but graphic manner, some of the most cele-

brated of the ancient statues are described. Referring our

readers, with great confidence, to the worlcs themselves, our

extracts may be limited."

Edlnhimjh Monthttj Review.—" The grand act of retribu-

tion—the restoration of tlie treasures of the Louvre— occa-

sioned Mrs Ilemans' first publication. " Modern Greece"next

appeared, and soared still higher into the regions of beauty

and pathos. It is a highly promising symptom, that each

new effort of her genius excels its predecessor. The present

volume strikingly confirms this observation, and leads us to

think that we have yet seen no more than the trials of her

strength."
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PAET OF ECLOGUE 15.

*' Se la no assento da maior alteza."

If in thy glorious .home above

Thou still recallest earthly love,

If yet retain'd a thought may be

Of him whose heart hath bled for thee
;

Remember still how deeply shrined

Thine image in his joyless mind:

Each well-known scene, each former care,

Forgotten—thou alone art there 1

Remember that thine eye-beam's light

Hath fled for ever from his sight,

And, with that vanish'd sunshine, lost

Is every hope he cherish'd most.

Think that his life, from thee apart.

Is all but weariness of heart;

Each stream, whose music once was dear.

Now murmurs discord to his ear.

Through thee, the mora, whose cloudless rays

Woke him to joy in other days.

Now, in the light of beauty drest,

Brings but new sorrows to his breast.

Through thee, the heavens ai-e dai'k to him,

The sun's meridian blaze is dim ;

And harsh were e'en the bird of eve,

But that her song still loves to grieve.

All it hath been, his heart forgets.

So alter'd by its long regrets

;

Each wish is changed, each hope is o'er.

And joy's light spirit wakes no more.

SONNET 271.

•* A formosura desta fresca serra."

Thismountain-scenewith sylvan grandeurcrown'd.

These chestnut-woods, in summer verdure

bright

;

These founts and rivulets, whose mingling sound

Lulls every bosom to serene delight ;

Soft on these hills the sun's declining ray

;

This clime, where all is new ; these murmuring
seas;

Flocks, to the fold that bend their lingering way;

Light clouds, contending with the genial breeze

;

And all that Nature's lavish hands dispense,

In gay luxuriance, charming every sense.

Ne'er in thy absence can delight my breast

:

Nought, without thee, my weary soul beguiles :

And joy may beam; yet, midst her brightest

smiles,

A secret grief is mine, that vrill not rest.

SONNET 186.

*• Os olhos onde o casto Amor ardia.*'

Those eyes, whence Love difiused his purest light.

Proud in such beaming orbs his reign to show

;

That face, with tints of mingling lustre bright.

Where the rose mantled o'er the living snow;

The rich redundance of that golden hair.

Brighter than sunbeams of meridian day

;

That form so graceful, and that hand so fair.

Where now those treasures !—mouldering into

clay !

Thus, like some blossom prematurely torn.

Hath young Perfection wither'd in its morn,

Touch'd by the hand that gathers but to blight

!

Oh, how could Love survive his bitter tears !

Shed, not for her, who mounts to happier spheres,

But for his own sad fate, thus wrapt in starless

night

!

SONNET 108.

*' Brandas aguas do Tejo que passando."

Fair Tajo ! thou whose calmly-flowing tide

Bathes the fresh verdure of these lovely plains.

Enlivening all where'er thy waves may glide.

Flowers, herbage, flocks, and sylvan nymphs
and swains.

Sweet stream ! I know not when my steps again

Shall tread thy shores; and while to part I

mourn,

I have no hope to meliorate my pain.

No dream that whispers—I maj' yet return !

My frowning destiny, whose watchful care

Forbids me blessings and ordains despair.

Commands me thus to leave thee, and repine

:

And I must vainly mourn the scenes 1 fly.

And breathe on other gales my plaintive sigh.

And blendmy tears with other waves than tliine I
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Nymphs ! who dispense Castalia's livmg stream.

Ye, who from Death oblivion's mantle steal,

Grant me a strain in powerful tone supreme,

Each grief by love inflicted to reveal

:

That those whose ardent hearts adore his sway.

May hear experience breathe a warning lay

—

How false his smiles, his promises how vain !

Then, if ye deign this effort to inspire.

When the sad task is o'er, my plaintive lyre,

For ever hush'd, shall slumber in your fane.

SONNET 80.

** Como quando do mar tempestuoso."

Saved from the perils of the stormy wave.

And faint with toil, the wanderer of the main,

But just escaped from shipwreck's billowy grave.

Trembles to hear its horrors named again.

How warm his vow, that Ocean's fairest mien

No more shall lure him from the smiles ofhome

!

ITet soon, forgetting each terrific scene.

Once morehe turns, o'erboundless deepsto roam.

Lady ! thus I, who vainly oft in flight

Seek refuge from the dangers of thy sight.

Make the firm vow to shun thee and be free :

But my fond heart, devoted to its chain.

Still draws me back where countless perils reign.

And grief and ruin spread their snares for me.

SONNET 239.

PBOM PSALM CXXXVn.

*' Em BabyloDia sobre os rios, quando."

Beside the streams of Babylon, in tears

Of vain desire, we sat ; remembering thee,

hallow'd Sion ! and the vanish'd years,

Wlieu Israel's chosen sons were blest and free :

Our harps, neglected and untuned, we hung

Mute on the willows of the stranger's land
;

When songs, like those that in thy fanes we sung.

Our foes demanded from their captive band.

" How shall our voices, on a foreign shore,"

(We answer'd those whose chains the exile wore,)

" The songs of God, our sacred songs, renew 1

If I forget, midst grief and wasting toil,

Thee, Jerusalem ! my native soil !

May my right hand forget its cunning too I"

SONNET 128.

*' Huma admiravel lierva se conhece."

There blooms a plant, whose gaze from hour to

hour

Still to the sun with fond devotion turns.

Wakes when Creation hails his dawning power.

And most expands when most her idol burns :

But when he seeks the bosom of the deep.

His faithful plant's reflected charms decay ;

Then fade her flowers, her leaves discolour'd weep,

Still fondly pining for the vanish'd ray.

Thou whom I love, the day-star of my sight !

When thy dear presence wakes me to delight,

Joy in my soul unfolds her fairest flower

:

But in thy heaven of smiles alone it blooms.

And, of their light deprived, in grief consumes,

Bom but to live within thine eye-beam's power.

*' Polomeu apartamento."

AiiaDST the bitter tears that fell

In anguish at my last farewell.

Oh ! who would dream that joy could dwell.

To make that moment bright ]

Yet be my judge, each heart ! and say,

Which then could most my bosom sway.

Affliction or delight ?

It was when Hope, oppress'd with woes,

Seem'd her dim eyes in death to close.

That rapture's brightest beam arose

In sorrow's darkest night.

Tims, if my soul survive that hour,

'Tis that my fate o'ercame the power

Of anguish with delight.

For oh ! her love, so long unknown.

She then confess'd was all my own,

And in that parting hour alone

Rcveal'd it to my sight.

And now what pangs will rend my soul,

Should fortune still, with stem control.

Forbid me this delight !

I know not if my bliss were vain.

For all the force of parting pain

Forbade suspicious doubts to reign,

When exiled from her sight

:

Yet now what double woe for me.

Just at the close of eve, to see

The dayspring of delight

!
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SONNET 205.

*' Quern diz que Amor he falao, o enganoso."

He who proclaims that Love is light and vain,

Capricious, cruel, false in all his ways.

Ah ! sure too well hath merited his pain.

Too justly finds him all he thus portrays

:

For Love is pitying. Love is soft and kind.

Believe not him who dares the tale oppose ;

Oh I deem him one whom stormy passions blind.

One to whom earth and heaven may well be foes.

If Love bring evils, view them all in me !

Here let the world his utmost rigour see.

His utmost power exerted to annoy :

But all his ire is still the ire of love
;

And such delight in all his woes I prove,

I would not change their pangs for aught of

other joy.

SONNET 133.

" Docea e claras aguas do Mondego."

Waves of Mondego ! brilUant and serene.

Haunts of my thought, where memory fondly

strays,

Where hope allured me with perfidious mien.

Witching my soul, in long-departed days

;

Yes, I forsake yovir banks ! but still my heart

Shall bid remembrance all your charms restore.

And, suffering not one image to depart.

Find lengthening distance but endear you more.

Let Fortune's will, through many a futiu-e day.

To distant realms this mortal frame convey.

Sport of each wind, and tost on every wave

;

Yet my fond soul, to pensive memory tine.

On thought's light pinion still shall fly to you.

And still, bright waters ! in your current lave.

SONNET 181.

" Onde acharei lugar tao ap.artado."

Where shall I find some desert-scene so rude.

Where loneHness so undisturb'd may reign,

That not a step shall ever there intrude

Of roving man, or nature's savage train—

•

Some tangled thicket, desolate and drear,

Or deep wild forest, silent as the tomb.

Boasting no verdure bright, no fountain clear,

But darkly suited to my spirit's gloom 1

That there, midst frowning rocks, alone with

grief

Entomb'd in life, and hopeless of relief,

In lonely freedom I may breathe my woes.

For oh ! since nought my sorrows can allay,

There shall my sadness cloud no festal day.

And days of gloom shall soothe me to repose.

SONNET 278.

" Eu vivia de lagrimaa Isento."

Exempt from every grief, 'twas mine to live

In dreams so sweet, enchantments so divine,

A thousand joys propitious Love can give

Were scarcely worth one rapturous pain of mina
Bound by soft spells, in dear illusions blest,

I breathed no sigh for fortune or for power;

No care intruding to disturb my breast,

I dwelt entranced in Love's Elysian bower

:

But Fate, such transports eager to destroy.

Soon rudely woke me from the dream of joy.

And bade the phantoms of delight begone :

Bade hope and happiness at once depart.

And left but memory to distract my heart.

Retracing every hour of bliss for ever flown.

" Mi nueve y dulce querella."

No searching eye can pierce the veil

That o'er my secret love is thrown ;

No outward signs reveal its tale.

But to my bosom known.

Thus, like the spark whose vivid light

In the dark flint is hid from sight.

It dwells within, alone.

METASTASIO.

** Dunque si sfoga in pianto."

Ik tears, the heart oppress'd with grief

Gives language to its woes

;

In teai-s, its fulness finds relief.

When rapture's tide o'erflows I
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Sweet is the Bigh, and blest the tear,

Whose language hails that moment bright.

When past afflictions but endear

The presence of delight !

•* All ! frenate le piaute imbelle !

"

Ah ! cease—those fruitless tears restrain !

I go misfortune to defy.

To smile at fate with proud disdain.

To triumph—not to die !

I with fresh laurels go to crown

My closing days at last,

Securing all the bright renown

Acquired in dangers past.

VINCENZO DA FILICAJA.

" Italia ! Italia ! O tu cui dib la sorte."

Italia ! Italia ! thou, so graced

With ill-starr'd beauty, which to thee hath been

A dower whose fatal splendour may be traced

In the deep-graven sorrows of thy mien ;

Oh that more strength, or fewer charms were thine

!

That those might fear theemore,orlove thee less.

Who seem to worship at thy radiant shrine.

Then pierce thee with the death-pang's bitter-

ness!

Not then would foreign hosts have drain'd the tide

Of that Eridanus thy blood hath dyed

:

Nor from the Alps would legions, still renew'd.

Pour down; norwouldst thouwield an alien brand.

And fight thy battles with the stranger's hand,

StiU, still a slave, victorious or subdued !

PASTORINI.

" Genova mia ! se con asciutto ciglio."

If thus thy fallen grandeur I behold.

My native Genoa ! with a tearless eye.

Think not thy son's ungrateful heart is cold

;

But know—I deem rebellious every sigh !

Thy glorious ruins proudly I survey.

Trophies of firm resolve, of patriot might !

And in each trace of devastation's way, [sight.

Thy worth, thy courage, meet my wandering

Triumphs far less than suffering virtue shine !

And on the spoilers high revenge is thine.

While thy strong spirit unsubdued remains.

And lo I fair Liberty rejoicing flies

To kiss each noble relic, whUe she cries,

"Hail/ tlwughin ruins, thou wert ne'er in chains/"

LOPE DE VEGA.

" Eatese el cortesano."

Let the vain courtier waste his days.

Lured by the charms that wealth displays.

The couch of down, the board of costly fare
;

Be his to kiss th' imgrateful hand

That waves the sceptre of command.

And rear full many a palace in the air

;

Whilst I enjoy, all unconfined.

The glowing sun, the genial wind.

And tranquil hours, to rustic toU assign'd ;

And prize far more, in peace and health.

Contented indigence than joyless wealth.

Not mine in Forttme's fane to bend.

At Grandeur's altar to attend.

Reflect his smile, and tremble at his frown ;

Nor mine a fond aspiring thought,

A wish, a sigh, a vision, fraught

With Fame's bright phantom. Glory's deathless

crown !

Nectareous draughts and viands pure

Luxuriant nature will insure

;

These the clear fount and fertile field

Still to the wearied shepherd yield

;

And when repose and visions reign.

Then we are equals all, the monarch and the swain.

FRANCISCO MANUEL.

ON ASCENDING A HILL LEADING TO A CONVENT.

** No baxes temeroso, o peregrino !"

Pause not with lingering foot, pilgrim ! here

;

Pierce the deep shadows of the mountain-side

;

Firm be thy step, thy heart unknown to fear

—

To brighter worlds this thorny path will guide.

Soon shall thy feet approach the calm abode.

So near the mansions of supreme dehght

;

Pause not, but tread this consecrated road

—

'Tis the dark basis of the heavenly height.
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Behold, to cheer thee on the toilsome way.

How many a fountain glitters down the hill !

Pure gales, inviting, softly round thee play.

Bright sunshine guides—and wilt thou linger stilll

Oh ! enter there, where, freed from human strife,

Hope is reality, and time is life.

BELLA CASA.

" Quest! palazzi, e queste logge or colte."

These marble domes, by wealth and genius graced.

With sculptured forms, bright hues, and Parian

stone,

Were once rude cabins midst a lonely waste.

Wild shores of solitude, and isles unknown.

Pure from each yice, 'twas here a venturous train

Fearless in fragile barks explored the sea

;

Not theirs a ivish to conquer or to reign,

They sought these island precincts—to be free.

Ne'er in their souls ambition's flame arose,

No dream of avarice broke their calm repose

;

Fraud, more than death, abhorr'd each artless

breast

:

Oh I now, since fortune gild s theirbrightening day,

Let not those virtues languish and decay,

O'erwhelm'd by luxury, and by wealth opprest!

IL MARCHESE CORNELIO BENTIVOGLIO.

** L'aniraa bella, che dal vero Eliso."

The sainted spirit which, from bhss on high.

Descends like dayspring to my favour'd sight,

Shines in such noontide radiance of the sky.

Scarce do I know that form, intensely bright

!

But with the sweetness of her well-known smile.

That smile ofpeace ! she bids my doubts depart.

And takes my hand, and softly speaks the whUe,

And heaven's full glory pictures to my heart.

Beams of that heaven in her my eyes behold,

And now, e'en now, in thought my wings imfold.

To soar with her, and mingle with the blest !

But ah ! so swift her buoyant pinion flies,

That I, in vain aspiiing to the skies,

Fall to my native sphere, by earthly bonds

deprest.

QUEVEDO.

BOMB BURIED IN HEB OWK RUINa.

" Buscas en Roma A Roma, o peregrino !

"

Amidst these scenes, pilgrim ! seek'st thou

Borne 1

Vain is thy search—the pomp of Eome is fled;

Her silent Aventine is glory's tomb

;

Her walls, her shrines, but relics of the dead.

That hUl, where Csesars dwelt in other days.

Forsaken momns, where once it tower'd sublime;

Each mouldering medal now far less displays

The triumphs won by Latium than by Time.

Tiber alone survives—the passing wave

That bathed her towers now murmurs by her

grave.

Wailing with plaintive sound her fallen fanes.

Rome ! of thine ancient grandeur all is past.

That seem'd for years eternal framed to last

:

Nought but the wave—a fugitive, remains.

EL CONDE JTJAN DE TARSIS.

** Tu, que !a dulce vida en tiernas anos."

Thou, who hast fled from life's enchanted bowers.

In youth's gay spring, in beauty's glowing mom,
Leaving thy bright array, thy path of flowers.

For the rude convent-garb and couch of thorn;

Thou that, escaping from a world of cares.

Hast found thy haven in devotion's fane.

As to the port the fearful bark repairs

To shun the midnight perils of the main

—

Now the glad hymn, the strain of rapture pour.

While on thy soul the beams of glory rise !

For if the pilot hail the welcome shore

With shouts of triumph swelling to the skies.

Oh ! how shouldst thou the exulting pa;an raise,

Now heaven's bright harbour opens on thy gaze I

TORQUATO TASSO.

" Negli anni acerbi tuoi, purpurea rosu"

Thou in thy mom wort like a glowing rose

To the mild sunshine only half display'd.

That shunn'd its bashful graces to disclose.

And in its veU of verdure sought a shade :
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Or like Aurora did tliy charms appear,

(Since mortal form ne'er vied with aught so

bright,)

Aurora, smiling from her tranquil sphere.

O'er vale and mountain shedding dew and light.

Now riper years have doom'd no grace to fade
;

Nor youthful charms, in all their pride array'd.

Excel, or equal, thy neglected form.

Thus, full expanded, lovelier is the flower.

And the bright day-star, in its noontide hour,

More brilliant shines, in genial radiance warm.

BERNARDO TASSO.

*• Quest* ombra che giammai non vide D sole."

Thisgreen recess, wherethrough the bowerygloom

Ne'er, e'en at noontide hours, the sunbeam

play'd,

Where violetbeds in soft luxuriance bloom

Midst the cool freshness of the myrtle shade

;

Wherethroughthegrassasparkling fountain steals,

Whose murmuring wave, transparent as it flows.

No more its bed of yellow sand conceals

Than the pure crystal hides the glowing rose

;

This bower of peace, thou soother of our care,

God of soft slumbers and of visions fair !

A lowly shepherd consecrates to thee !

Then breathe around some spell of deep repose.

And charm his eyes in balmy dew to close,

Those eyes, fatigued with grief, from tear-drops

never free.

PETRARCH.

*' Clii vuol veder quantuuque pu6 natura."

Thou that wouldst mark, in form of human birth.

All heaven and nature's perfect skill combined,

Come gaze on her, the day-star of the earth.

Dazzling, not me alone, but all mankind

:

And haste ! for Death, who spares the guilty long,

First calls the brightest and the best away

;

And to her home, amidst the cherub throng,

The angelic mortal flies, and will not stay !

Haste
! and each outward charm, eachmental grace.

In one consummate form thine eye shall trace.

Model of loveliness, for earth too fair !

Then thou shalt own how faint my votive lays.

My spirit dazzled by perfection's blaze

:

But if thou still delay, for long regret prepare.

*' Se lamentar angelli, o verdi fronde."

If to the sighing breeze of summer hours

Bend the greenleaves; ifmournsa plaintive bird;

Or from some fount's cool margin, fringed with

flowers,

The soothiog murmur of the wave is heard

;

Her whom the heavens reveal, the earth denies,

I see and hear : though dwelling far above.

Her spirit, still responsive to my sighs.

Visits the lone retreat of pensive love.

"Why thus in grief consume each fruitless day,"

(Her gentle accents thus benignly say,)

"While from tliine eyes the tear unceasing

flows]

Weep not for me, who, hastening on my flight.

Died, to bo deathless ; and on heavenly light

Whose eyes but open'd, when they seem'd to

close
!

"

VERSI SPAGNUOLI DI PIETRO BEMBO.

*' O Muerte ! que sueles ser."

Thou, the stem monarch of dismay.

Whom nature trembles to survey,

Death ! to me, the child of grief.

Thy welcome power would bring relief.

Changing to peaceful slumber many a care.

And though thy stroke may thrill with pain

Each throbbing pulse, each quivering vein

;

The pangs that bid existence close.

Ah ! sure are far less keen than those

Which cloud its lingering moments with despair

FRANCESCO LOBENZINI.

'* O Zeflretto, che movendo vai."

Sylph of the breeze ! whose dewy pinions light

Wave gently round the tree I planted here.

Sacred to her whoso soul hath wing'd its flight

To the pure ether of her lofty spliere

;

Be it thy care, soft spirit of the gale !

To fan its leaves in summer's noontide hour

;

Be it thy care that wintry tempests fail

To rend its honours from the sylvan bower.

Then shall it spread, and rear th' aspii-ing form,

Pride of the wood, secure from every storm,
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With snowy wreaths to crown the beauteous

brow

;

The rose will fade when storms assail the year,

And Time, who changeth not his swift career.

Constant in this, will change all else below !

LORENZO DE MEDICL

" Non di verdi giardin ornati e colti."

We come not, fair one ! to thy hand of snow

From the soft scenes by Culture's hand array'd

;

Not rear'dm bowers where gales of fragrance blow.

But in dark glens, and depths of forest shade !

There once, as Venus wander'd, lost in woe,

To seek Adonis through th' entangled wood.

Piercing her foot, a thorn that lurk'd below

With print relentless drew celestial blood !

Then our 1 ight stems, with snowyblossoms fraught.

Bending to earth, each precious drop we caught,

Imbibing thence our bright purpureal dyes;

We were not foster'd in our shadowy vales

By guided rivulets or summer gales

—

Oiir dew and air have been Love's balmy tears

and sighs

!

PINDEMONTE.

ON THE HEBE OF CANOVA.

" Dove per te, celeste ancilla, or vassi ?
"

Whither, celestial maid, so fast away ?

What lures thee from the banquet of the skies?

How canst thou leave thy native realms of day

Forthis low sphere, this vale of clouds andsighs ?

thou, Canova ! soaring high above

Italian art—with Grecian magic vying !

Wo knew thy marble glow'd with life and love.

But who had seen thee image footsteps fijing 1

Here to each eye the wind seems gently playing

With the light vest, its wavy folds arraying

In many a lino of undulating grace;

While Nature, ne'er her mighty laws siispending,

Stands, before marble thus with motion blending.

One moment lost in thought, its hidden cause

to trace.

[A volume of translations published in 1818, might have

been called by anticipation, '* Lays of many Lands." At the

time now alluded to, her inspirations were chiefly derived

from classical subjects. The "graceful superstitions" of

Greece, and the sublime patriotism of Rome, held an influ-

ence over her thoughts which is evinced by many of the works

of this period—such as '* The Restoration of the "Works of Art

to Italy," " Modern Greece." and several of the poems which

formed the volume entitled *' Tales and Historic Scenes."

"Apart from all intercourse," says Delta, "with literary

society, and acquainted only by name and occasional corre-

spondence with any of the distinguished authors of whom
England has to boast, Mrs Itenmns, during the progress of

her poetical career, had to contend with more and greater

obstacles than usually stand in the path of female authorship.

To her praise be it spoken, therefore, that it was to her own
merit alone, wholly independent of adventitious circum-

stances, that she was indebted for the extensive share of popu-
larity which her compositions ultimately obtained. From
this studious seclusion were given forth the two poems which
first permanently elevated her among the writers of her age,

—the ' Restoration of the Works of Art to Italy,* and
* Modern Greece.' In these tlie maturity of her intellect

appears ; and she maKes us feel, that she has marked out a
path for herself through the regions of song. The versitication

is high-toned and musical, in accordance with the sentiment
and subject ; and in every page we have evidence, not only ol

t-iste and genius, but of careful elaboration and research.

These efforts were favourably noticed by Lord IJyron ; and
attracted the admiration of Shelley. Bishop Heber and other

judicious and intelligent counsellors cheered her on by their

approbation : the reputation which, through years of silent

study and exertion, she had, no doubt, sonietunes with

brightened and sometimes with doubtful hopes, looked for-

ward to as a sufficient great reward, was at length unequivo-

cally and unreluetantly accorded her by the world ; and,

probably, this was the happiest period of her life. The
Translations from C'anioens; the prize poem of Wallace, as

also that of Dartmoor, the Tales and Historic Scenes, and
the Sceptic, may all be referred to this epoch of her literary

career.*'

—

Biographical Sketch, prefixed to Poetical Remains,
183«.

In reference to the same period of Mrs Ilemans* career,

the late acute and accomplislied Miss Jewsbury (afterwards

Mrs Fletcher) has the following judicious observations :

—

" At this stage of transition , her poetry was correct, classi-

cal, and highly polished ; but it wanted warmth : it partook
more of the nature of statuary than of painting. She fettered

her mind with facts and authorities, and drew upon her me-
mory when she might have relied upon her imagination. She
was diffident of herself, and, to quote her own admission.
Moved to repose under the shadow of mighty names.'"

—

Atherueumy Feb. 1831.]
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What form more lovely could be given

Thau thine to messenger of heaven 1
^

INVOCATION.

Hcsh'd is the world in night and sleep

—

Earth, sea, and air are still as death

;

Too rude to break a calm so deep

Were music's faintest breath.

Descend, bright visions ! from aerial bowers.

Descend to gild your own soft silent hours.

In hope or fear, in toil or pain.

The weary day have mortals pass'd

;

Now, dreams of bliss ! be yours to reign,

And all your spells around them cast

;

Steal from their hearts the pang, their eyes the

tear.

And lift the veil that hides a brighter sphere.

Oh, bear your softest balm to those

Who fondly, vainly, mourn the dead !

To them that world of peace disclose

Where the bright soul is fled

:

Where Love, immortal in his native clime.

Shall fear no pang from fate, no blight from

time.

Or to his loved, his distant land

On your light wings the exile bear,

To feel once more his heart expand

In his own genial mountain-air

;

Hear the wild echoes well-known strains repeat.

And bless each note, as heaven's own music

sweet

But oh ! with fancy's brightest ray.

Blest dreams ! the bard's repose illume ;

Bid forms of heaven aroimd him play.

And bowers of Eden bloom !

And waft his spirit to its native skies

Who finds no charm in life's realities.

No voice is on the air of night.

Through folded leaves no murmurs creep.

Nor star nor moonbeam's trembling light

Falls on the placid brow of sleep.

Descend, bright visions ! from your airy bower

:

Dark, silent, solemn is your favourite hour.

^ Vide Annotation from Quarterlj/ Review, p. 62.

TO THE HEHORy OP

GENERAL SIR E—D P—K—M."

Bbave spirit ! mourn'd with fond regret.

Lost in life's pride, in valour's noon.

Oh, who could deem thy star should set

So darkly and so soon !

Fatal, though bright, the fire of mind
Which mark'd and closed thy brief career.

And the fair wreath, by Hope entwined.

Lies wither'd on thy bier.

The soldier's death hath been thy doom,

The soldier's tear thy mead shall be

;

Yet, son of war ! a prouder tomb

Might Fate have reai-'d for thee.

Thou shouldst have died, high-soul'd chief

!

In those bright days of glory fled.

When triumph so prevail'd o'er grief

We scarce could mourn the dead.

Noontide of fame ! each tear-drop then

Was worthy of a warrior's grave

:

When shall affection weep again

So proudly o'er the brave ?

There, on the battle-fields of Spain,

Midst Roncesvalles' mountain-scene.

Or on Vitoria's blood-red plain.

Meet had thy deathbed been.

2 M.ijor-general Sir Edward Pakenham, the gallant officer

to wliose memory these verses are dedicated, fell at the head

of the British troops in the unfortunate attack on New
Orleans, 8th January 1814. •• Six thousand combatants on
the British side," says Mr Alison, ** were in the field : a
slender force to attack double their number, intrenched to

the teeth in works bristhng with bayonets and loaded with

heavy artillery."

—

History ofEurope, vol. x. p. 743.

The death of Sir Edward is thus alluded to in the official

account of General Keane, communicating the result of the

action:—"The advancing columns were discernible from

the enemy's line at more than two hundred yards' distance,

when a destructive fire was instantly opened, not only from

all parts of the enemy's line, but from the battery on the

opposite side of the river. The gallant Pakenham, who,

during Iiis short but brilliant career, was always foremost in

the path of glory and of danger, galloped forward to the

front, to animate his men by his presence. He had reached

tlie crest of tiie glacis, and was in the act of cheering his

troops with his hat off, when he received two balls, one in

the knee and another in the body. He fell into tlie arras

of Miijor Macdougal, his aide-de-carap, and almost instantly

expired."—£dfnr. An. Begirt. 1815, p. 356.
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The records of your wars are gone,

Your names forgot by all but one.

Soon shall that one depart from earth,

To join the brethren of his prime

;

Then will the memory of your birth

Sleep -n-ith the hidden things of time.

With him, ye sons of foraier days !

Fades the last glimmering of yom: praise.

His eyes, that hail'd your spirits' flame.

Still kindling in the eombat's shock,

Have seen, since darkness veil'd your fame,

Sons of the desert and the rock !

Another and another race

Rise to the battle and the chase.

Descendants of the mighty dead !

Fearless of heart, and firm of hand !

Oh, let me join their spirits fled

—

Oh ! send me to their shadowy land.

Age hath not tamed Ontara's heart

—

He shrinks not from the friendly dart.

These feet no more can chase the deer,

The glory of this arm is flown ;

—

Why should the feeble linger here

When all the pride of life is gone 1

Warriors ! why still the stroke denyl

Think ye Ontara fears to die 1

He fear'd not in his flower of days,

When strong to stem the torrent's force,

When through the desert's pathless maze

His way was as an eagle's course !

When war was sunshine to his sight.

And the wild hurricane dehght !

Shall, then, the warrior tremble now ?

Now when his envied strength is o'er —
Hung on the pine his idle bow,

His pirogue useless on the shore ?

When age hath dimm'd his failing eye.

Shall he, the joyless, fear to die 1

Sons of the brave ! delay no more

—

The spirits of my kindred call.

'Tis but one pang, and all is o'er !

Oh, bid the aged cedar fall !

To join the brethren of his prime.

The mighty of departed time.

EVENING AMONGST THE ALPS.

Soft skies of Italy ! how richly drest,

Smile these wild scenes in your purpureal glow

!

What glorious hues, reflected from the west,

Float o'er the dwellings of eternal snow !

Yon torrent, foaming down the granite steep.

Sparkles all brilliance in the setting beam

;

Dark glens beneath in shadowy beauty sleep,

Where pipes the goat-herd by his mountain-

stream.

Now from yon peak departs the vivid ray.

That still at eve its lofty temple knows

;

From rock and torrent fade the tints away,

And all is wrapt in twilight's deep repose

:

While through the pine-wood gleams the vesper

star,

And roves the Alpine gale o'er solitudes afar.

DIRGE OF THE HIGHLAND CHIEF IN
"WAVERLEY."!

Son of the mighty and the free !

High-minded leader of the brave !

Was it for lofty chief like thee

To fill a nameless grave ?

Oh ! if amidst the valiant slain

The warrior's bier had been thy lot,

E'en though on red CuUoden's plain.

We then had moum'd thee not.

1 These very beautiful stanzas first appeared in tlie Edin-

burgh Annual Register for 1815, (p. 253,) with the following

interesting Iieadiiig.

" A literary friend of ours received these verses with a
letter of the following tenor :

—

" ' A vert/ ingenious t/ontifffriend of mine hasjiist sent me
the enclosed, on reading Wavcrlcy. To yon the world gives
that charming work ; and ifin aityfuture edition you shontd
likf'- to insert the Dirge to a Highland Chief, you would do
twnour to

Your Sincere Admirer/
" The individual to whom this obliging letter w.is addressed,

having no claim to the honour which is tiiere done liim, does
not possess tlie means of publisliing tlie verses in the popular
novel aliuded to. But tliat tlie ]>ublic may sustain no loss,

and that the ingenious author of Waverley may be aware of
the honour intended him, our correspondent has ventured to
send the verses to our Register."

Notwithstanding the mysticism in the note about the "very

ingenious young friend of mine" and "your sincere ad-

mirer" on the one hand ; and the disclaimer by "a literary

friend of ours," on the otiier, there can be little doubt that

the Dirge was sent by Mrs Ilemans to Sir Walter, then Mr
Scott, and by him to tlie Register— of which he himself

wrote that year the historical department. — Vide Lock-

hart's Life of Scott, vol. iv. p. 80.
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But darkly closed thy dawn of fame,

That dawn whose sunbeam rose so fair ;

Vengeance alone may breathe thy name,

The watchword of Despair !

Yet, oh ! if gallant spirit's power

Hath e"er ennobled death like thine,

Then glory mark'd thy parting hour.

Last of a mighty line !

O'er thy own towers the sunshine falls.

But cannot chase their sUent gloom

;

Those beams that gild thy native walls

Are sleeping on thy tomb !

Spring on thy mountains laughs the while.

Thy green woods wave in vernal air.

But the loved scenes may vainly smile :

Not e'en thy dust is there.

On thy blue hills no bugle-sound

Is mingling with the torrent's roar

;

CJnmark'd, the wild deer sport around

:

Thou lead'st the chase no more !

Thy gates are closed, thy halls are stiU,

Those halls where peal'd the choral strain

;

They hear the wind's deep murmuring thrill.

And all is hush'd again.

No banner from the lonely tower

Shall wave its blazon'd folds on high

;

There the tall grass and summer flower

Unmark'd shall spi-ing and die.

No more thy bard for other ear

Shall wake the harp once loved by thine

—

Hush'd be the strain thoa canst not hear,

Last of a mighty line !

THE CRUSADERS' WAR-SONG.

Chieptadts, lead on ! our hearts beat high

—

Lead on to Salem's towers !

Who would not deem it bliss to die.

Slain in a cause like ours ?

The brave who sleep in soil of thine.

Die not entomb'd but shrined, Palestine !

Souls of the slain in holy war !

Look from your sainted rest.

Tell us ye rose in Glory's car.

To mingle with the blest ;

Tell us how short the death-pang's power.

How bright the joys of your immortal bower.

Strike the loud harp, ye minstrel train 1

Pour forth your loftiest lays

;

Each heart shall echo to the strain

Breathed in the warrior's praise.

Bid every string triumphant swell

Th' inspiring sounds that heroes love so weU.

Salem ! amidst the fiercest hour.

The wildest rage of fight,

Thy name shall lend our falchions power.

And nerve our hearts with might.

Envied be those for thee that fall.

Who find their graves beneath thy sacred walL

For them no need that sculptured tomb

Shovild chronicle their fame.

Or pyramid record their doom.

Or deathless verse their name

;

It is enough that dust of thine

Should shroud their forms, blessed Palestine 1

Chieftains, lead on ! our hearts beat high

For combat's glorious hour

;

Soon shall the red-cross banner fly

On Salem's loftiest tower !

We bum to mingle in the strife.

Where lut to die insures eternal life.

THE DEATH OF CLANRONALD.

[It was in ttie battle of SherifTmoor that young Clanronald

fell, leading on the Highlanders of the right wing. Hi4

death dispirited the assailants, who began to waver. But

Glengarry, chief of a rival branch of the Clan CoUa, started

from the ranks, and, waving his bonnet round his head,

cried out, ** To-day for revenge, and to-morrow for mourn-

ing! " The Highlanders received a new impulse from his

words, and, cliarging with redoubled fury, bore down all

before them.— See the QuarUrly Remeto article of '• CuJ-

loden Papers."]

Oh, ne'er be Clanronald the valiant forgot I

StiU fearless and first in the combat, he fell

;

But we paused not one tear-drop to shed o'er the

spot.

We spared not onemoment to murmiu- "FareweU."

We heard but the battle-word given by the chief,

" To-day for revenge, and to-morrow for grief
!

"

And wildly, Clanronald ! we echo'd the vow.

With the tear on our cheek, and the sword in our

hand
;

Young son ofthe brave I we mayweep forthee now.

For well has thy death been avenged by thy band.
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When tliey join'd in wild chorus the cry of the

chief,

" To-day for revenge, and to-morrow for grief !

"

Thy dirge in that hour was the bugle's wild call,

The clash of the claymore, the shout of the brave

;

But now thy own bard may lament for thy fall.

And the soft voice of melody sigh o'er thy grave

—

Wliile Albyn remembers the words of the chief,

" To-day for revenge, and to-morrow for grief !

"

Thou art fallen, fearless one ! flower of thy race

!

Descendant of heroes ! thy glory is set

:

But thy kindred, the sons of the battle and chase,

Have proved that thy spirit is bright in them yet

!

Nor vainly have echo'd the words of the chief,

" To-day for revenge, and to-moiTow for grief !

"

TO THE EYE.

Throne of expression ! whence the spirit's ray

Pours forth so oft the light of mental day.

Where fancy's fire, affection's mental beam,

Thought, genius, passion, reign in turn supreme.

And many a feeling, words can ne'er impart,

Finds its own language to pervade the heart

:

Thy power, bright orb ! what bosom hath not felt,

To thrill, to rouse, to fascinate, to melt 1

And, by some spell of undefined control.

With magnet-influence touch the secret soul !

Light of the features ! in the mom of youth

Thy glance is nature, and thy language truth

;

And ere the world, with all-corrupting sway,

Hath taiight e'en thee to flatter and betray,

Th' ingenuous heart forbids thee to reveal.

Or speak one thought that interest would conceal.

While yet thou seem'st the cloudless mirror given

But to reflect the purity of heaven.

Oh ! then how lovely, there unveil'd, to trace

Th' unsullied brightness of each mental grace !

When Genius lends thee all his living light.

Where the full beams of intellect unite
;

When love illumes thee with his varying ray,

Where trembling Hope and tearful Rapture play;

Or Pity's melting cloud thy beam subdues.

Tempering its lustre with a veil of dews

;

Still does thy power, whose all-commanding spell

Can pierce the mazes of the soul so well.

Bid some new feeling to existence start

From its deep slumbers in the inmost heart.

And oh ! when thought, in ecstasy sublime.

That soars triumphant o'er the bounds of time,

Fires thy keen glance with inspiration's blaze,

The light of heaven, the hope of nobler days,

(As glorious dreams, for utterance far too high,

Flash through the mist of dim mortality
;)

Who does not own, that through thy lightning-

beams

A flame unquenchable, unearthly, streams ?

That pure, though captive effluence of the sky.

The vestal-ray, the spark that cannot die I

THE HERO'S DEATH.

Life's parting beams were in his eye.

Life's closing accents on his tongue.

When roimd him, pealing to the sky.

The shout of victory rung !

Then, ere his gallant spirit fled,

A smile so bright illumed his face

—

Oh ! never, of the light it shed.

Shall memory lose a trace !

His was a death whose rapture high

Transcended all that life could yield

;

His wannest prayer was so to die.

On the red battle-field !

And they may feel, who loved him most,

A pride so holy and so pure

:

Fate hath no power o'er those who boast

A treasure thus secure !

STANZAS

THE DEATH OF THE PRINCESS CHARLOTTE.

[" H^Ias ! nous composions son histoire de tout ce qu'on

peut imaginer de plus glorieux. . . . Le pass^ et le present nous

garantissoient I'avenir. . . . Telle ^toit I'agrdable histoire que

nous faiaions ; et pour achever ces nobles projets, il n'y avoit

que la durde de sa vie ; dont nous ne croyions pas devoir

Stre en peine, car qui eOt pu seulement penser, que les

ann^s eussent da manquer a une jeunesse qui sembloit ai

Vive ?
"—BossuKT.]

I.

Makk'd ye the mingling of the city's throng,

Each mien, each glance, with expectation bright?



60 MISCELLANEOUS POEMS.

EVepare the pageant and the choral song,

The pealmg chimes, the blaze of festal light

!

And hark ! what rumour's gathering sound is nighl

Is it the Toice of joy, that murmur deep]

Away ! be hush'd, ye sounds of revelry !

Back to your homes, ye multitudes, to weep !

Weep ! for the storm hath o'er us darkly pass'd.

And England's royal flower is broken by the blast

!

Was it a dream 1 so sudden and so dread

That awful fiat o'er our senses came !

So loved, so blest, is that young spirit fled,

Whose early grandeur promised years of fame

!

Oh ! when hath Ufe possessed, or death destroy'd

More lovely hopes, more cloudlessly that smiled?

When hath the spoiler left so dark a void ?

For all is lost—the mother and her child !

Our morning-star hath vanish'd, and the tomb
Throws its deep lengthen'd shade o'er distant

yeai-s to come.

Angel of Death ! did no presaging sign

Announce thy coming, and thy way prepare 1

No warning voice, no harbinger was thine.

Danger and fear seem'd past—but thou wert there !

Prophetic sounds along the earthquake's path

Foretell the hour of nature's awful throes;

And the volcano, ere it burst in wrath.

Sends forth some herald from its dread repose ;

But thou, dark Spirit ! swift and unforeseen,

Cam'st like the lightning's flash, when heaven is

all serene.

And she is gone !—the royal and the young.

In soul commanding, and in heart benign !

Who, from a race of kings and heroes sprung,

Glow'd with a spirit lofty as her line.

Now may the voice she loved on earth so well

Breathe forth her name unheeded and in vain

;

Nor can those eyes on which her own would dwell

Wake from that breast one sympathy again :

The ardent heart, the towering mind are fled.

Yet shall undying love still linger with the dead.

Oh, many a bright existence we have seen

Quench'd in the glow and fulness of its prime

;

And many a cherish'd flower, ere now, hath been

Cropt ere its leaves were breathed upon by time.

We have lost heroes in their noon of pride.

Whose fields of triumph gave them but a bier

;

And wo have wept when soaring genius died,

Check'd in the glory of his mid career !

But here our hopes were centred—all is o'er

:

All thought in this absorb'd,—she was—and is no

more

!

We watch'd her childhood from its earliest hour.

From every word and look blest omens caught
;

While that young mind developed all its power.

And rose to energies of loftiest thought.

On her was fix'd the patriot's ardent eye

—

One hope still bloom'd, one vista stiU was fair

;

And when the tempest swept the troubled sky.

She was our dayspriug—all was cloudless there;

And oh ! how lovely broke on England's gaze.

E'en through the mist and storm, the Hght of

distant days.

Now hath one moment darken'd future years,

And changed the track of ages yet to be !

—

Yet, mortal ! midst the bitterness of tears,

Kneel, and adore th' inscrutable decree !

Oh ! while the clear perspective smiled ia light.

Wisdom should then have temper'd hope's excess;

And, lost One ! when we saw thy lot so bright.

We might have trembled at its loveliness.

Joy is no earthly flower—nor framed to bear..

In its exotic bloom, Ufe's cold, ungenial air.

All smUed around thee ; Youth, and Love, and

Praise,

Hearts all devotion and all truth were thine !

On thee was riveted a nation's gaze.

As on some radiant and unsullied shrine.

Heiress of empires ! thou art pass'd away

Like some fair vision, that arose to throw

O'er one brief hour of life a fleeting ray,

Then leave the rest to solitude and woe !

Oh ! who shall dare to woo such dreams again !

Who hath not wept to know that tears for thee

were vain

!

Yet there is one who loved thee—and whose soul

With mild affections nature form'd to melt

;

His mind hath bow'd beneath the stem control

Of many a grief—but this shall be unfelt

!

Years have gone by—and given his honour'd head

A diadem of snow ; his eye is dim ;

Around him Heaven a solemn cloud hath spread—

The past, the future, are a dream to him !
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Yet, in the darkness of his fate, alone^

He dwells on earth, while thou in life's full pride

art gone t

The Chastcuer's hand is on us—we may weep.

But not repine—for many a storm hath pass'd,

And, pUlow'd on her own majestic deep,

Hath England slept, unshaken by the blast

!

And War hath raged o'er many a distant plain.

Trampling the vine and olive in his path

;

While she, that regal daughter of the main.

Smiled in serene defiance of his wrath !

As some proud summit, minghng with the sky,

Hears calmly far below the thunders roll and die.

Her voice hath been th' awakener—and her name

The gathering-word of nations. In her might,

And all the awful beauty of her fame.

Apart she dwelt, in solitary light.

High on her cliffs, alone and firm she stood.

Fixing the torch upon her beacon-tower—
That torch whose flame, far streaming o'er the flood.

Hath guided Europe through her darkest hour.

Away, vain dreams of glory !—in the dust

Be humbled, Ocean-queen ! and own thy sentence

just!

Hark ! 'twas the death-bell's note ! which, full

and deep,

Unmix'd with aught of less majestic tone.

While all the murmurs of existence sleep,

Swell'd on the stillness of the air alone !

Silent the throngs that fill the darken'd street.

Silent the slumbering Thames, the lonely mart

;

And all is still, where countless thousands meet.

Save the full throbbing of the awe-struck heart !

1**1 saw lum last on this terrace proud,

Walking in iiealth and ghdness

;

Begirt witJi his court—and in all the crowd

Not a single look of sadness.

** The time since he walk'd in glory thus,

To the grave till I saw him carried.

Was an age of the mightiest change to wty

But to him a night unvaried.

** A daughter beloved—a queen—a son

—

And a son's sole child had perish'd;

And sad was each heart, save the only one

By which they were fondest cherish'd."

—
* * The Contrast," written underWindsor Terrace, 17th Feb.

1820, by Uorace Smith, Esq.

All deeply, strangely, fearfully serene.

As in each ravaged home th' avenging one had
been.

The sun goes down in beauty—his farewell.

Unlike the world he leaves, is calmly bright

;

And his last mellow'd rays around us dwell.

Lingering, as if on scenes of young delight.

They smile and fade—but, when the day is o'er.

What slow procession moves with measured

tread?—

Lo ! those who weep, with her who weeps no more,

A solemn train—the mourners and the dead !

While, throned on high, the moon's untroubled ray

Looks down, asearthly hopes are passingthus away.

But other light is in that holy pile.

Where, in the house of silence, kings repose

;

There, through the dim arcade and pillar'd aisle.

The funeral torch its deep-red radiance throws.

There pall, and canopy, and sacred strain.

And all ai'ound the stamp of woe may bear

;

But Grief, to whose full heart those forms are vain,

Grief unexpress'd, unsoothed by them—is there.

No darker hour hath Fate for him who mourns.

Than when the all he loved, as dust, to dust

returns.

Wo mourn—but not thj fate, departed One !

We pity—but the living, not the dead ;

A cloud hangs o'er us'
—" the bright day is done,"

And with a father's hopes, a nation's fled.

And he, the chosen of thy youthful breast.

Whose soul with thine had mingled every thought

—

He, with thine early fond affections blest.

Lord of a mind with all things lovely fraught

;

What but a desert to his eye, that earth.

Which but retains of thee the memory of thy

worth 1

Oh ! there are griefs for nature too intense.

Whose first rude shock but stupifies the soul

;

Nor hath the fragile and o'erlabour'd sense

Strength e'en to feel at once their dread control.

But when 'tis past, that still and speechless hour

Of the seal'd bosom and the tearless eye.

Then the roused mind awakes, with tenfold power

To grasp the fulness of its agony !

1 ** The bright day is done,

And we are for the dark.*'—Shakspearb.
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Its death-like torpor vanish'd—and its doom.

To cast its own dark hues o'er life and nature's

bloom.

And such his lot whom thou hast loved and left,

Spirit ! thus early to thy home recall'd !

So sinks the heart, of hope and thee bereft,

A warrior's heart, which danger ne'er appall'd.

Years may pass on—and, as they roll along,

Mellow those pangs which now his bosom rend

;

And he once more, with life's unheeding throng,

May, though alone in soul, in seeming blend

;

Yet still, the guardian-angel of his mind

Shall thy loved image dwell, in Memory's temple

shrined.

Yet must the days be long ere time shall steal

Aught from his griefwhose spirit dwells with thee

:

Once deeply bruised, the heart at length may heal,

But all it was—oh ! never more shall be.

The flower, the leaf, o'erwhelm'd by winter snow.

Shall spring again, when beams andshowers return,

The faded cheek again with health may glow.

And the dim eye with life's warm radiance bum

;

But the pure freshness of the mind's young bloom.

Once lost, revives alone in worlds beyond the tomb.

But thou ! thine hour of agony is o'er,

And thy brief race in brilliance hath been run

;

While Faith, that bids fond nature grieve no more.

Tells thatthy crown—though not on earth—is won.

Thou, of the world so early left, hast known

Nought but the bloom and simshine—and for thee.

Child of propitious stars ! for thee alone.

The course of love ran smooth^ and brightly free.

Not long such bliss to mortal could be given :

Itisenough forearth to catch oneglimpse ofheaven.

What though, ere yet the noonday of thy fame

Rose in its glory on thine England's eye.

The grave's deep shadows o'er thy prospect camel

Ours is that loss—and thou wert blest to die !

Thou mightst have lived to dark and evil years,

To mourn thy people changed, thy skies o'ercast;

But thy spring mom was all undimm'd by tears.

And thou wert loved and cherish'd to the last

!

* " The course of true love never did run smooth.**

SlIAKSPEABE.

And thy young name, ne'er breathed in ruder tone,

Thus dying, thou hast left to love and grief alone.

Daughter of Kings ! firom that high sphere look

down

Where still, in hope, affection's thoughts may rise;

Where dimly shines to thee that mortal crown

Which earth display'd to claim thee from the skies.

Look down ! and if tliy spirit yet retain

Memory of aught that once was fondly dear,

Soothe, though unseen, the hearts that mourn in

vain.

And in their hours of loneliness—be near !

Blest was thy lot e'en here—and one faint sigh,

Oh ! tell those hearts, hath made that blest

eternity!^

- These stanzas were dated, Brownwhylfa, 23d Dec. 1817,

and first appeared in Blackwood's Magazine, vol. iii. April

1818.

EXTRACT FROM QUARTERLY REVIEW.

'* The next vohime in order consists princip.ally of trans-

lations. It will give our readers some idea of Mrs Ilemaus*

acquaintance with books, to enumerate the authors from

whom she hfis chosen her subjects ;— tliey are Camoens,

Metastasio, Filicaja, Pastorini, Lope de Vega, Francisco

Manuel, Delia Casa, Cornelio Bentivoglio, Quevedo, Juan

de Tarsis, Torquato and Bernardo Tasso, Petrarca, Pietro

Bembo, Lorenzini, Gesner, Cliaulieu, Carcilaso de Vega—
names embracing almost every language in which the muse

1ms found a tongue in Europe. Many of these translations

are very pretty, but it would be less interesting to select any

of them for citation, as our readers might not be possessed of

or acquainted with the originals. We will pass on, therefore,

to the latter part of the volume, which contains much that

is very pleasing and beautiful. The poem which we are

about to transcribe is on a subject often treated—and no

wonder ; it would be hard to find another which embraces

so many of the elements of poetic feeling ; so soothing a

mixture of pleasing melancholy and pensive hope ; such an

assemblage of the ideas of tender beauty, of artless playful-

ness, of spotless purity, of transient yet imperishable bright-

ness, of affections wounded, hut not in bitterness, of sorrows

gently subdued, of eternal and undoubted happiness. We
know so little of the heart of man, that when we stand by

the grave of him whom we deem most excellent, the thought

of death will be mingled with some awe and uncertainty

;

hut the gracious promises of scripture leave no doubt as to

the blessedness of departed infants ; and when we think

what they now are and what they might have been, what

they now enjoy and what they might have suffered, what

they have now gained and what they might have lost, wo

may, indeed, yearn to follow them; but we must be selfish

indeed to wish them again ' constrained * to dwell in these

tenements of pain and sorrow. The * Dirge of a Child,'

which follows, embodies these thoughts and feelings, but in

more bciutiful order and language :

—

" No bitter tears for thee be shed," etc.—Vide page 55.
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WALLACE'S INVOCATION TO BRUCE.^

*' Great patriot hero ! ill-requited chief !

'*

The mom rose bright on scenes renown'd,

Wild Caledonia's classic ground,

Where the bold sons of other days

Won their high fame in Ossian's lays,

And fell—but not till Carron's tide

With Roman blood was darkly dyed.

The morn rose bright—and heard the cry

Sent by exulting hosts on high,

And saw the white-cross banner float

(While rung each clansman's gathering-note)

O'er the dark pliunes and serried spears

Of Scotland's daring mountaineers

;

1 Advertisement bp the Author.—*' A native of Edinburgh,
and member of the Highland Society of London, with a view

to give popularity to tlie project of rearing a suitable national

monument to the memory of Wallace, lately offered prizes

for the three best poems on the subject of that illustrious

patriot inviting Bruco to the Scottish throne. The follow-

ing poem obtained the first of these prizes. It would have
appeared in the same form in which it is now offered to tiie

public, under the direction of its proper editor, the giver of

the prize
; but his privilege has, with pride as well as plea-

sure, been yielded to a lady of the author's own country,
who soUcited permission to avail herself of this opportunity
of honouring and further renmnerating the genius of the

poet ; and, at the same time, expressing her admiration of

the tlieme in which she has triumphed.
*' It is a noble feature in the character of a generous and

enlightened people, that, in England, the memory of the

patriots and martyrs of Scotland lias long excited an interest

not exceeded in strength by that which prevails in the coun-
try which boasts their birth, their deeds, and theirsuflferings."

[" Mrs Ilemans was recommended by a zealous friend in

Edinburgli to enter the lists as a competitor, which she accord-

ingly did, tlmugh without being in the slightest degree san-

guine of success ; so that the news of the prize having been

decreed to her was no less unexpected tlian gratifying. The
number of candidates, for this distinction, was so over-

whelming as to cause not a little embarrassment to the judges

appointed to decide on their merits. A letter, written at this

time, describes them as being reduced to absolute despair by
the contemplation of the task which awaited tiiem, having to

read over a mass of poetry that would require a month at least

to wade througli. Some of the contributions were from the

strangest aspirants imaginable ; and one of them is mentioned
as being as long as Paradise Lost. At length, however, the

Herculean labour was accomplished ; and the honour awarded
to Mrs Hemans, on this occasion, seemed an earnest of the

warm kindness and encouragement she was ever afterwards

to receive at the hands of the Scottish public."--Memoir

,

p. 31-2.

Although two-thirds of tlie compositions sent to the arbiters,

on the occasion alluded to, are understood to have been mere
trash, yet several afterwards came to light, tlu-ough the press,

As, all elate with hope, they stood,

To buy their freedom with their blood.

The sunset shone—to guide the flying.

And beam a farewell to the dying !

The summer moon, on Falkirk's field,

Streams upon eyes in slumber seal'd
;

Deep slumber—not to pass away

When breaks another morning's ray,

Nor vanish when the trumpet's voice

Bids ardent hearts again rejoice

:

Wliat sunbeam's glow, what clarion's breath.

May chase the still cold sleep of death '^

of very considerable excellence. We would especially men-
tion "Wallace and Bruce, a Vision," published in Constable's

Magazim for Dec. 1819 ; and " Wallace," by James Hogg,

subsequently included in the fourth volume of his Collected

Works—Edin. 1822, p. 143-160.

" The Vision" is thus prefaced:—** Though far from enter-

ing into a hopeless competition with Mrs Ilemans, I think

tlie far-famed interview of our patriot heroes ought not to

be left entirely to English celebration. Mrs Hemans has

adorned the subject with the finest strains of pure poetry.

Receive here, as a humble contrast, a simple straui of genuine

Scottish feeling, flowing from a mind that owns no other muse
but tlie amor patrice^ and seeks no other praise but what

is due to heartfelt interest in the glory of our ancient king-

dom, and no higher name than that of ' a kindly Scot.*
"

The Kttrick Shepherd is equally gallant in his laudations,

and forgets his discomfiture in generous acknowledgement of

the merits of his rival. " This poem," (Wallace,) says he,

** was hurriedly and reluctantly written, in compliance with

the solicitations of a friend who would not be gainsayed, to

compete for a prize offered by a gentleman for tlio best poem
on the subject. The prize was finally awarded to Mrs Felicia

Hemans ; and, as far as the merits of mine went, very justly,

Iiers being greatly superior both in elegance of thought and

composition. Had I been constituted the judge myself, I

would have given hers the preference by many degrees ; and

I estimated it the more highly as coming from one of the

people that were the hero's foes, oppressors, and destroyers.

I think my heart never warmed so much to an author for any

poem that ever was written."

Acceptable praise this must have been , coming from such

a man as the Author of *' The Queen's Wake"—a produc-

tion entitled to a permanent place in British poetry, indepen-

dently of the extraordinary circumstances under which it was

composed. Whatever may be its blemishes, taken as a whole,

"Kilmeny," *' Gienavin," "Earl Walter," "The Abbot

Mackinnon,"and " The Witch of Fife"—more especially the

first and the last—possess peculiar merits, and of a high kind

;

and are, I doubt not, destined to remain for ever embalmed

in the memories of all true lovers of imaginative verse. Poor

Hogg was the very reverse of Anta-us—he was always in

jwwer except when he touched the earth.]
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Shrouded in Scotland's blood-stain'd plaid.

Low are her mountain-warriors laid

;

They fell, on that proud soil whose mould

Was blent with heroes' dust of old,

And, guarded by the free and brave.

Yielded the Eoman—but a grave !

Nobly they fell
;
yet with them died

The warrior's hope, the leader's pride.

Painly they fell—that martyr host

—

All, save the land's high soul, is lost.

Blest are the slain ! they calmly sleep,

Nor hear their bleeding country weep !

The shouts of England's triumph telling

Reach not their dark and silent dwelling

;

And those surviving to bequeath

Their sons the choice of chains or death.

May give the slumberer's lowly bier

An envying glance—but not a tear.

But thou, the fearless and the free,

Devoted Knight of EUerslie !

No vassal-spirit, form'd to bow

When storms are gathering, clouds thy

brow;

No shade of fear or weak despair

Blends with indignant sorrow there !

The ray which streams on yon red field.

O'er Scotland's cloven helm and shield.

Glitters not there alone, to shed

Its cloudless beauty o'er the dead

;

But where smooth Carron's rippling wave

Flows near that deathbed of the brave.

Illuming all the midnight scene.

Sleeps brightly on thy lofty mien.

But other beams, Patriot ! shine

In each commanding glance of thine.

And other light hath fill'd thine eye

With inspiration's majesty,

Caught from th' immortal flame divine

Which makes thine inmost heart a shrine !

Thy voice a prophet's tone hath won.

The grandeur Freedom lends her son

;

Thy bearing a resistless power.

The ruling genius of the hour I

And he, yon Chief, with mien of pride,

Whom Carron's waves from thee divide.

Whose haughty gesture fain would seek

To veil the thoughts that blanch his cheek.

Feels his reluctant mind controU'd

By thine of more heroic mould

:

Though struggling all in vain to war

With that high soul's ascendant star,

He, with a conqueror's scornful eye.

Would mock the name of Liberty.

Heard ye the Patriot's awful voice ?

—

" Proud Victor ! in thy fame rejoice !

Hast thou not seen thy brethren slain.

The harvest of the battle-plain,

And bathed thy sword in blood, whose spot

Eternity shall cancel not 1

Rejoice !—with sounds of wild lament

O'er her dark heaths and mountains sent,

With dying moan and dirge's wail.

Thy ravaged country bids thee hail

!

Rejoice !—while yet exulting cries

From England's conquering host arise.

And strains of choral triumph tell

Her Royal Slave hath fought too well !

Oh, dark the clouds of woo that rest

Brooding o'er Scotland's mountain-crest 1

Her shield is cleft, her banner torn.

O'er martyr'd chiefs her daughters mourn.

And not a breeze but wafts the sound

Of wailing through the land around.

Yet deem not thou, till life depart.

High hope shall leave the patriot's heart

;

Or coui'age to the storm iniired.

Or stem resolve by woes matured.

Oppose, to Fate's severest hour,

Less than unconquerable power !

No ! though the orbs of heaven expire,

Thirie, Freedom ! is a quenchless fire

;

And woe to him whose might would dare

The energies of thy despair !

No !—when thy chain, Bruce ! is cast

O'er thy land's charter'd mountain-blast.

Then in my yielding soul shall die

The glorious faith of Liberty !"

" Wild hopes ! o'er dreamer's mind that

rise!"

With haughty laugh the Conqueror cries,

(Yet his dark cheek is flush'd with shame.

And his eye fill'd with troubled flame ;)

" Vain, brief illusions ! doom'd to fly

England's red path of victory !

Is not her sword unmatch'd in might 1

Her course a torrent in the fight ?

The terror of her name gone forth

Wide o'er the regions of the north 1

Far hence, midst other heaths and snows,

Must freedom's footstep now repose.

And thou—in lofty dreams elate.

Enthusiast ! strive no more with Fate !

'Tis vain—the land is lost and won :

Sheathed be the sword—its task is done.

Where ai-e the chiefs that stood with thee

First in the battles of the free !

\
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He comes ! exult, thou Sire of Kings !

From thee the chief, th' avenger springs !

Far o'er the land he comes to save,

His banners in their glory wave,

And Albyn's thousand harps awake

On hUl and heath, by stream and lake.

To swell the strains that far around

Bid the proud name of Bruce resound !

And I—but wherefore now recall

The whisper'd omens of my fall 1

They come not in mysterious gloom

—

There is no bondage in the tomb I

O'er the soul's world no tyrant reigns.

And earth alone for man hath chains !

What though I perish ere the hour

When Scotland's vengeance wakes in power ]

If shed for her, my blood shall stain

The field or scaffold not in vain

:

Its voice to efforts more sublime

Shall rouse the spirit of her clime

;

And in the noontide of her lot,

My country shall forget me not
!"

Art thou forgot? and hath thy worth

Without its glory pass'd from earth 1

Rest with the brave, whose names belong

To the high sanctity of song !

Charter'd our reverence to control.

And traced in simbeams on the soul.

Thine, Wallace ! while the heart hath still

One pulse a generous thought can thrUl

—

While youth's warm tears are yet the meed

Of martyr's death or hero's deed.

Shall brightly live from age to age.

Thy country's proudest heritage !

Midst her green vales thy fame is dwelling.

Thy deeds her mountain winds are telling.

Thy memory speaks in torrent-wave.

Thy step hath hallow'd rock and cave,

And cold the wanderer's heart must be

That holds no converse there with thee !

Yet, Scotland ! to thy champion's shade

Stfll are thy grateful rites delay'd

;

From lands of old renown, o'erspread

With proud memorials of the dead,

The trophied urn, the breathing bust.

The pillar guarding noble dust.

The shrine where art and genius high

Have labour'd for eternity

—

The stranger comes : his eye explores

The wilds of thy majestic shores,

Yet vainly seeks one votive stone

Raised to the hero all thine own.

Land of bright deeds and minstrel-lore !

Withhold that guerdon now no more.

On some bold height of awful form.

Stem eyrie of the cloud and storm.

Sublimely mingling with the skies,

Bid the proud Cenotaph arise :

Not to record the name that thrills

Thy soul, the watch-word of thy hills

;

Not to a.ssert, with needless claim.

The bright /or ever of its fame;

But, in the ages yet untold.

When ours shall be the days of old,

To rouse high hearts, and speak thy pride

In him, for thee who lived and died.

[Tliese verses were thus critically noticed at the time of

publication :

—

** When we mentioned in the tent, that Mrs Ilemans had
authorised the judges who awarded to her the prize to send
her poem to us, it is needless to say with what enthusiasm the
proposal of reading it aloud was received on all sides ; and at

its conclusion tlmnders of applause crowned the genius of the
fair poet. Scotland liJia her Haillie—Ireland her Tiglie

—

England her Hemans."

—

Blachwood's Magazine, vol. v. Sept.

1810.
*' Mrs ITemans so soon again !—and with a palm in her

hand ! We welcome her cordially, and rejoice to find the

high opinion of her genius which we lately expressed so un-
equivocally confirmed.

*' On this animating theme, (the meeting of Wallace and
Bruce,) several of the competitora, we understand, were of
the other side of the Tweed—a circumstance, we learn, which
was known from the references before the prizes were deter-

mined. Mrs Ilemans's was tlie first prize, against fifty-seven

competitors. That a Scottish prize, for a poem on a subject

purely, proudly Scottish, has been adjudged to an English

candid.ate, is a proof at once of the perfect fairness of the
award, and of the merit of the poem. It furtlier demonstrates
the disappearance of those jealousies wliich, not a hundred
years ago, would have denied to such a candidate any thing
liite a fair chance with a native—if we win suppose any poet
in the south then dreaming of making the trial, or viewing
WalLice in any other light than that of an enemy, and a
rebel against the paramount supremacy of England. We
delight in every gleam of high feeling which warms the two
nations alike, and ripens yet more that confidence and sym-
pathy which bind them together in one great family."

—

Edin,
Monthly Review, vol. ii.

The estimation into which the poetry of Mr ITemans was

rising at this time, (1819,) is indicated by the following p.is-

sage, from a clever and not very lenient satu%, entitled

*' Common Sense," then published, and cuiTently believed

to have emanated from the pen of the Rev. Mr Terrot, now
Diocesan Bishop of Edinburgh. When alluding to the female

writers of the age, Miss Baillie is the first mentioned and

characterised. He then proceeds—

" Next I'd place
Felicia HemanB, second in the raee

:

I wonder the Reviews, who make such stir

Olt about rubbish, never mention her.
They might have said, I thinlf, from mere Rood breeding-
Mistress Felicia's works are worth the reading,"

*' Mrs Hemans," adds the critical satirist in a note, ** is

a lady, (a young lady, I believe,) of very considerable

merit. Her imagination is vigorous, her language copious

and elegant, her information extensive. I have no means of

ascertaining the extent of her fame, but she certainly deserves

well of the republic of letters."

The worthy bishop has lived to read ** The Records of

Woman ; " and, we have no doubt, rejoices to know that

the aspirant of 1819 has now takeu her place among British

classics.]
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TALES AND HISTOKIC SCENES.

THE ABENCERRAGE.

[The events with which the following tale is interwoven

are related in the Historia de lag Guerras Civiles de Granada.

They occurred in the reign of Abo Abdeli, or Abdali, the last

Moorish king of tliat city, called by the Spaniards El Key

Chico. The conquest of Granada, by Ferdinand and Isa-

bella, is said by some historians to have been greatly facili-

tated by the Abencerrages, whose defection was the result

of the repeated injuries tiiey had received from the king,

at the instigation of the Zcgris. One of the most beautiful

halls of the Alhanibra is pointed out as the scene where so

many of the fonuer celebrated tribe were massacred ; and

it still retains their name, being called the ** Sala de los

Abencerrages." Many of the most interesting old Spanish

ballads relate to the events of this chivalrous and romantic

period.]

" Le Maure ne sc vengc pas parce que sa colere dure encore, mais

paive que la vengeance seul peut ecarter de sa tete le poids d'infamie

dont 11 est accable 11 se venge, parce qu'a sesyeux II n'y a qu'une ame

basse qui pulsse pardonncr les afiVonts ; et il nourrit sa rancune, parce

que I'U la sentolt t'eteicdre, U croiroitavec elle avoir perdu unevertu."

SlSHONDl.

Lonely, and still are now thy marble halls,

Thou fair Alhainbra ! there the feast is o'er

;

And with the murmur of thy fountain-faUs

Blend the wild tones of minstrelsy no more.

Hush'd are the voices that in years gone by

Have moum'd, enUted, menaced, through thy

towers

;

Within thy pillar'd courts the grass waves high,

And all uncultured bloom thy fairy bowers.

Unheeded there the flowering myrtle blows,

Through tall arcades unmark'd the sunbeam

smiles.

And many a tint of soften'd brilliance throws

O'er fretted walls and shining peristyles.

And well might Fancy deem thy fabrics lone,

So vast, so silent, and so wildly fair.

Some charm'd abode of beings all unknown,

Powerful and viewless, children of the air.

For there no footstep treads th' enchanted ground.

There not a sound the deep repose pervades.

Save winds and founts, diffusing freshness round,

Throughthe light domesandgraceful colonnades.

Far other tones have swell'd those courts along

In days romance yet fondly loves to trace

The clash of arms, the voice of choral song.

The revels, combats of a vanish'd race.

And yet awhile, at Fancy's potent call.

Shall rise that race, the chivalrous, the bold

;

Peopling once more each fair forsaken hall

With stately forms, the knights and chiefs of old.

The sun declines : upon Nevada's height

There dwells a mellow flush of rosy light

;

Each soaring pinnacle of mountain snow

Smiles in the richness of that parting glow.

And DaiTo's wave reflects each passing dye

That melts and mingles in th' empurpled sky.

Fragrance, exhaled from rose and citron bower.

Blends with the dewy freshness of the hour

;

Hush'd are the winds, and nature seems to sleep

In light and stillness ; wood, and tower, and steep,

Are dyed with tints of glory, only given

To the rich evening of a southern heaven

—

Tints of the sun, whose bright farewell is fraught

With all that art hath dreamt, but never caught.

—Yes, Nature sleeps ; but not with her at rest

The fiery passions of the human breast, [sound.

Hark ! from th' Alhambra's towers what stormy

Each moment deepening, wildly swells around ?

Those are no tumults of a festal throng.

Not the light zambra^ nor the choral song :

The combat I'ages
—

'tis the shout of war,

'Tis the loud clash of shield and scimitar.

Within the Hall of Lions,^ where the rays

Of eve, yet lingering, on the fountain blaze

;

There, girt and guarded by his Zegri bands,

And stem in wrath, the Moorish monarch stands :

There the strife centres—swords around him wave,

There bleed the fallen, there contend the brave
;

While echoing domes return the battle-cry,

" Revenge and freedom ! let the tyi'ant die 1

"

And onward rushing, and prevailing still.

Court, hall, and tower the fierce avengers fill.

But first and bravest of that gallant tmn,

Where foes are mightiest, charging ne'er in vain

;

1 Zambra. a Moorish dance-

2 The Hall of Lions was the principal one of the Alhambra,

and was so called from twelve sculptured lions which sup-

ported an alabaster basin in the centre.
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In his red hand the sabre glancing bright,

His dark eye flasliing with a fiercer light,

Ardent, untired, scarce conscious that he bleeds,

His Abeu-Zurrahs ' there young Hamet leads

;

While swells his voice that wild acclaim on high,

" Revenge and freedom ! let the tyrant die !

"

Tes ! trace the footsteps of the warrior's wrath

By helm and corslet shatter'd in his path.

And by the thickest harvest of the slain,

And by the marble's deepest crimson stain

:

Search throughthe serried fight, where loudest cries

From triumph, anguish, or despair, arise

;

And brightest where the shivering falchions glare.

And where the ground is reddest—he is there.

Yes ! that young arm, amidst the Zogri host,

Hath weU avenged a sire, a brother, lost.

They perish'd—not as heroes should have died,

On the red field, in victory's hour of pride.

In all the glow and sunshine of their fame,

And proudly smiling as the death-pang came

:

Oh ! had they tkvj expired, a warrior's tear

Had flow'd, almost in triumph, o'er their bier.

For thus alone the brave should weep for those

Who brightly pass in glory to repose.

—Not such their fate : a tyrant's stem command
Doom'd them to fall by some ignoble hand,

As, with the flower of all their high-born race,

Summon'd Abdallah's royal feast to grace,

Fearless in heart, no dream of danger nigh,

They sought the banquet's gilded hall—to die.

Betray'd, miarm'd, they fell—the fountain wave

Flow'd crimson with the Hfe-blood of the bravo.

Till far the fearful tidings of their fate

Through the wide city rang from gate to gate.

And of that lineage each siuviving son [won.

Eush'd to the scene where vengeance might be

For this young Hamet mingles in the strife.

Leader of battle, prodigal of life.

Urging his followers, tUl their foes, beset.

Stand faint and breathless, but undaunted yet.

Brave Aben-ZuiTahs, on ! one efi'ort more.

Yours is the triumph, and the conflict o'er.

But lo ! descending o'er the darken'd hall.

The twilight-shadows fast and deeply fall.

Nor yet the strife hath ceased— though scarce

they know, [foe
;

Through that thick gloom, the brother from the

1 Aben-Zurrahs : the name thus written is taken from the

translation of an Arabic MS. given in tlie third volume of

Uourgoanne's Travels through Spain.

Till the moon rises with her cloudless ray.

The peaceful moon, and gives them light to slay.

Where lurksAbdaDah 1—midst hisyielding train

They seek the guilty monarch, but in vain.

He lies not number'd with thg valiant dead.

His champions round him have not vainly bled
;

But when the twilight spread her shadowy veil.

And his last warriors found each effort fail,

In wild despair he fled—a trusted few,

Kindred in crime, are still in danger true

;

And o'er the scene of many a martial deed.

The Vega's^green expanse, his flying footsteps lead.

He pass'd th' Alhambra's calm and lovely bowers.

Where slept the glisteningleavesand folded flowers

In dew and starlight—there, from grot and cave,

Gush'd in wild music many a sparkling wave ;

There on each breeze the breath of fragrance rose.

And all was freshness, beauty, and repose.

But thou, dark monarch ! in thy bosom reign

Storms that, once roused, shall never sleep again.

Oh ! vainly bright is nature in the course

Of him who flies from terror or remorse !

A spell is round him which obscui-es her bloom,

And dims her skies with shadows of the tomb

;

There smUes no Paradise on earth so fair

But guilt will raise avenging phantoms there.

Abdallah heeds not, though the light gale roves

Fraught with rich odour, stolen from orange-

groves ;
[rise.

Hears not the sounds from wood and brook that

Wild notes of nature's vesper-melodies
;

Marks not how lovely, on the mountain's head.

Moonlight and snow their mingling lustre spread

;

But urges onward, tiU his weary band.

Worn with their toil, a moment's pause demand.

He stops, and turning, on Granada's fanes

In sUonco gazing, fix'd awhUe remains

In stem, deep silence : o'er his feverish brow,

And burning cheek, pure breezes freshly blow,

But waft in fitful murmurs, from afar.

Sounds indistinctly fearful—as of war.

What meteor bursts with sudden blaze on high.

O'er the blue clearness of the starry sky 1

Awful it rises, like some Genie-form,

Seen midst the redness of the desert storm.

Magnificently dread—above, below.

Spreads the wild splendour of its deepening glow.

2 Tlie Vega, the plain surrounding Granada, the scene of

frequent actions between the Moors and Christians.

8 An extreme redness in the sky is the presage of the

Simoom.—See Brucb's Travels.
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Lo ! from the Alhambra's towere the vivid glare

Streams through the still ti'ansparenoe of the air

!

Avenging crowds have lit the mighty pyre,

Which feeds that waving pyramid of fire
;

And dome and minaret, river, wood, and height,

From dim perspective start to ruddy light.

Oh Heaven ! the anguish of AbdaUah's soul.

The rage, though fruitless, yet beyond control !

Yet must he cease to gaze, and raving fly

For life—such life as makes it bliss to die !

On yon green height, the mosque, but half reveal'd

Through cypress-groves, a safe retreat may yield.

Thither his steps are bent—yet oft he turns.

Watching that fearful beacon as it bums.

But paler grow the sinking flames at last.

Flickering they fade, their crimson light is past

;

And spiry vapours, rising o'er the scene,

Mark where the terrors of their wrath have been.

And now his feet have rcach'd that lonely pile.

Where grief and terror may repose awhile ;

Embower'd it stands, midst wood and cUff on high.

Through the gray rocks a torrent sparkling nigh

:

He hails the scene where every care should cease.

And all—except the heart he brings—is peace.

There is deep stillness in those halls of state

Where the loud cries of conflict rang so late

;

Stillness like that, when fierce the Kamsin's blast

Hath o'er the dwellings of the desert pass'd.^

Fearful the calm—nor voice, nor step, nor breath

Disturbs that scene of beauty and of death :

Those vaulted roofs re-echo not a sound.

Save the wild gush of waters—murmuring round

1 Of tlie K.imsin, a hot south wind, common in Egypt,

we have the following account in Volney's Travels :
—" These

winds are known in Egypt by the general name of the winds

of fifty days, because they prevail more frequently in the fifty

days preceding and following the equinox. They are men-

tioned by travellers under the name of the poisonous winds

or hot winds of the desert : their heat is so excessive, that it

is difiicult to form any idea of its violence without having

experienced it. When they begin to blow, the sky, at other

times so clear in this climate, becomes dark and heavy ; the

sun loses his splendour, and appears of a violet colour ; the

air is not cloudy, but gray and thick, and is filled with a sub-

tle dust, which penetrates every where : respiration becomes

short and difficult, the skin parched and dry, the lunga are

contracted and painful, and the body consumed with intern.-U

heat. In vain is coolness sought for ; marble, iron, water,

though the sun no longer appears, are hot : the streets are

deserted, and a dead silence pervades every where. The

natives of towns and vilLiges shut themselves up in their

houses, and those of the desert in tents, or holes dug in the

earth, where they wait the termination of this heat, which

generally lasts three days. Woe to the traveller whom it sur-

prises remote from shelter : he must suifer all its dreadful

effects, wtiich are sometimes mortaL'*

In ceaseless melodies of plaintive tone.

Through chambers peopled by the dead alone.

O'er the mosaic floors, with carnage red.

Breastplate and shield and cloven helm are spread

In mingled fragments— glittering to the light

Of yon still moon, whose rays, yet softly bright.

Their streaming lustre tremulously shed.

And smile in placid beauty o'er the dead :

O'er features where the fiery spirit's trace

E'en death itself is powerless to efface
;

O'er those who flush'd with ardent youth awoke.

When glowing morn in bloom and radiance broke,

Nor dreamt how near the dark and frozen sleep

Which hears not Glory call, nor Anguish weep ;

In the low silent house, the narrow spot.

Home of forgetfulness—and soon forgot.

But slowly fade the stars—the night is o'er

—

Mom beams on those who hail her light no more;

Slumberers who ne'er shall wake on earth again,

Mourners, who call the loved, the lost, in vain.

Yet smiles the day—oh ! not for mortal tear

Doth nature deviate from her calm career :

Nor is the earth less laughing or loss fair.

Though breaking heartshergladnessmay not share.

O'er the cold urn the beam of summer glows.

O'er fields of blood the zephyr freshly blows

;

Bright shines the sun, though all be dark below.

And skies arch cloudless o'er a world of woe ;

And flowers renew'd in spring's green pathway

bloom.

Alike to grace the banquet and the tomb.

Within Granada's walls the fiineral rite

Attends that day of loveliness and light

;

And many a chief, with dirges and with tears.

Is gather'd to the brave of other years

:

And Hamct, as beneath the cypress shade

His martyr'd brother and his sire are laid.

Feels every deep resolve and burning thought

Of ampler vengeance e'en to passion wrought ;

Yet is the hour afar—and he must brood

O'er those dark dreams awhile in solitude.

Tumult and rage are hush'd—another day

In still solemnity hath pass'd away.

In that deep slumber of exhausted wrath.

The calm that follows in the tempest's path.

And now AbdaUah leaves yon peaceful fane.

His ravaged city traversing again.

No sound of gladness his approach precedes.

No splendid pageant the procession leads

;

Where'er he moves the silent streets along.

Broods a stem quiet o'er the suUeu throng.



70 TALES AND HISTORIC SCENES.

No voice is heard ; but in each alter'd eye.

Once brightly beaming when his steps were nigh,

And in each look of those whose love hath fled

From all on earth to slumber with the dead.

Those by his guilt made desolate, and thrown

On the bleak wUderness of life alone

—

In youth's quick glance of scarce-dissembled rage,

And the pale mien of calmly-mournful age.

May well be read a dark and fearful tale

Of thought tliat ill the indignant heart can veil.

And passion like the hush'd volcano's power,

That waits in stillness its appointed hour.

No more the clarion from Granada's walls.

Heard o'er the Vega, to the tourney calls

;

No more her graceful daughters, throned on high,

Bend o'er the lists the dai-kly-radiant eye :

Silence and gloom her palaces o'erspread,

And song is hush'd, and pageantry is fled.

—Weep, fated city ! o'er thy heroes weep

—

Low in the dust the sons of glory sleep !

Furl'd are their banners in the lonely hall.

Their trophied shields hang mouldering on the

wall.

Wildly their chargers range the pastm'es o'er—

Their voice in battle shall be heard no more.

And they, who stiU thy tyrant's wrath survive.

Whom he hath wrong'd too deeply to forgive.

That race of lineage high, of worth approved.

The chivalrous, the princely, the beloved—
Thine Aben-Zurrahs—they no more shall wield

In thyproud cause the conqueringlanceand shield

:

Condemn'd to bid the cherish'd scenes farewell

Where the loved ashes of their fathers dwell,

And far o'er foreign plains as exiles roam.

Their land the desert, and the grave their home.

Yet there is one shall see that race depart

In deep though silent agony of heart

:

One whose dark fate must be to mourn alone.

Unseen her sorrows and their cause unknown.

And veU her heart, and teach her cheek to wear

That smile in which the spirit hath no share

—

Like the bright beams that shed theirfruitlessglow

O'er the cold solitude of Alpine snow.

Soft, fresh, and silent is the midnight hour.

And the young Zayda seeks her lonely bower

;

That Zegri maid, within whose gentle mind
One name is deeply, secretly enshrined.

That name in vain stem reason would efface :

Eamet ! 'tis thine, thou foe to all her race !

And yet not hers in bitterness to prove

The sleepless pangs of unrequited love

—

Pangs which the rose of wasted youth consume,

And make the heart of all delight the tomb,

Check the free spirit in its eagle flight.

And the spring-mom of early genius blight

:

Not such hergrief—though nowshewakes to weep.

While tearless eyes enjoy the honey-dews of sleep.'

A step treads lightly through the citron-shade.

Lightly, but by the rustling leaves betray'd

—

Doth her young hero seek that well-known spot.

Scene of past hoiu^ that ne'er may be forgot ?

'Tis he—but changed that eye, whose glance of fire

Could like a sunbeam hope and joy inspire,

As, luminous with youth, with ardour fraught.

It spoke of glory to the inmost thought

:

Thence the bright spirit's eloquence hath fled,

And in its wild expression may be read [shade,

Stem thoughts and fierce resolves—now veil'd in

And now in characters of fire portray'd.

Changed e'en his voice—as thus its moumfiil tone

Wakes in her heart each feeling of his own.

" Zayda ! my doom is fix'd—another day

And the wrong'd cxUe shall be far away

;

Far fi-om the scenes where still his heart must be.

His home ofyouth, and, more thamall—from thee.

Oh ! what a cloud hath gather'd o'er my lot

Since last we met on this fair tranquil spot

!

Lovely as then the soft and silent hour.

And not a rose hath faded from thy bower ;

But I—my hopes the tempest hath o'erthrown,

And changed my heart, to all but thee alone.

Farewell, high thoughts ! inspiiing hopes ofpraise

!

Heroic visions of my early days !

In me the glories of my race must end

—

The exile hath no country to defend !

E'en in life's mom my dreams of pride are o'er.

Youth's buoyant spirit wakes for me no more.

And one wild feeling in my alter'd breast

Broods darkly o'er the ruins of the rest.

Yet fear not thou—to thee, in good or ill.

The heart, so sternly tried, is faithful still

!

But when my steps are distant, and my name

Thou hear'st no longer in the song of fame

;

A\Tien Time steals on, in silence to efface

Of early love each pure and sacred trace,

Causing our sorrows and oiu' hopes to seem

But as the moonlight pictm'es of a dream,

—

Still shall thy soul be with me, in the truth

And all the fervour of affection's youth ?

If such thy love, one beam of heaven shall play

In lonely beauty o'er thy wanderer's way."

1 " Enjoy the honey-heavy-dewof slumber."

—

Shakspearx.



THE ABENCERRAGE. 71

" Ask not if such my love ! Oh ! trust tho mind

To grief so long, so silently rcsigii'd !

Let the light spirit, ne'er by sorrow taught

The pure and lofty constancy of thought,

Its fleeting trials eager to forget.

Rise with elastic power o'er each regret

!

Fostor'd in tears, our young alTcction grew.

And I have leam'd to suffer and be true.

Deem not my love a fnvil, ephemeral flower,

Nursed by soft sunshine and the balmy shower

;

No ! 'tis the chUd of tempests, and defies.

And meets unchanged, the anger of the skies !

Too well I feel, witli grief's prophetic heart.

That ne'er to meet in happier days we part.

We part ! and e'en this agonising hour,

When love firet feels his own o'erwhelming power.

Shall soon to memoiy's fix'd and tearful eye

Seem almost happiness—for thou wort nigh !

Yes ! when this heart in solitude shall bleed.

As days to days all wearily succeed.

When doom'd to weep in loneliness, 'twill bo

Almost like rapture to have wept with thee !

" But thou, my Hamet ! thou canst yet bestow

All that of joy my blighted lot can know.

Oh ! be thou still the high-soul'd and the bravo.

To whom my firet and fondest vows I gave ;

In thy proud fame's vmtamish'd beauty still

Tho lofty visions of my youth fulfil.

So shall it soothe me, midst my heart's despair.

To hold undimm'd one glorious image there !

"

'^Zayda, my best-beloved ! my words too well.

Too soon, thy bright illusions must dispel

;

Yet must my soul to thee unveil'd be shown.

And all its dreams and all its passions known.

Thou shalt not be deceived—for pure as heaven

Is thy young love, in fivith and fervour given.

I said my heart was changed—and would thy

thought

Explore the ruin by thy kindred wrought.

In fancy trace the land whose towere and fanes,

Crush'd by the earthquake, strew its ravaged

plains

;

And such that heart where desolation's hand

Hath blighted all that once was fair or grand !

But Vengeance, fix'd upon her burning throne.

Sits midst the WTCck in silence and alone

;

And I, in stem devotion at her shrine.

Each softer feeling, but my love, resign.

Yes ! they whose spirits all my thoughts control.

Who hold dread converse with my thrilling soul

;

They, the betray'd, the sacrificed, the brave.

Who fill a blood-stain'd and untimely grave.

Must bo avenged ! and pity and remorse

In that stem cause are banish'd from my course.

Zayda ! thou tremblest—and thy gentle breast

Shrinks from tho passions that destroy my rest

;

Yet shall thy form, in many a stormy hour,

Pass brightly o'er my soul with softening power.

And, oft recall'd, thy voice beguile my lot.

Like some sweet lay, once heard, and ne'er forgot.

"But the night wanes—the hours too swiftly fly,

The bitter moment of farewell draws nigh

;

Yet, loved one ! weep not thus—in joy or pain.

Oh ! ti-ust thy Hamet, we shall meet again !

Yes, we sliall meet ! and haply smile at last

On all the clouds and conflicts of the past.

On that fair vision teach thy thoughts to dwell,

Nor deem those mingling tears our last fare-

well!"

Is the voice hush'd, whose loved expressive tone

Thrill'd to her heart—and doth she weep alone]

Alone she weeps ; that hour of parting o'er,

When shall the pang it leaves be felt no more ?

The gale breathes light, and fans her bosom fair.

Showering the dewy rose-leaves o'er her hair

;

But ne'er for her shall dwell reviving power

In balmy dew, soft breeze, or fragrant flower,

To wake once more that calm serene delight,

Tho soul's young bloom, which passion's breath

could blight

—

The smiling stillness of life's morning hour.

Ere yet the day-star bums in all his power.

Meanwhile, through groves of deep luxurious

shade.

In the rich foliage of the South array'd,

Hamet, ere dawns the earliest blush of day.

Bends to the vale of tombs his pensive way.

Fair is that scene where palm and cj-press wave

On high o'er many an Aben-Zurrah's grave.

Lonely and fair, its fresh and glittering leaves

With the young myrtle there the laurel weaves,

To canopy the dead ; nor wauting there

Flowers to the turf, nor fragrance to the air,

Norwood-bird's note, nor fall of plaintive stream

—

Wild music, soothing to the mourners dream.

There sleep tho chiefs of old—their combats o'er,

The voice of gloi-y thrills their hearts no more.

Unheard by them th' awakening clarion blows

;

The sons of war at length in peace repose.

No martial note is in the gale that sighs

^Vhere proud their tropliied sepulchres arise.

Mid founts, and shades, and flowers of brightest

bloom—

•

As, in Ills native vale, some shepherd's tomb.
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There, where the trees their thickest foliage

spread

Dark o'er that silent valley of the dead

;

Where two fair pUlars rise, embower'd and lone.

Not yet with ivy clad, with moss o'ergrown.

Young Hamet kneels—while thus his vows are

pour'd,

The fearful vows that consecrate his sword :

—" Spirit of him who first within my mind

Each loftier aim, each nobler thought enshrined,

And taught my steps the line of light to tixice

Left by the glorious fathers of my race.

Hear thou my voice !—for thine is with me still.

In every dream its tones my bosom thrill,

In the deep calm of midnight they are near.

Midst busy throngs they vibrate on my ear,

Still murmuring 'vengeance
!

'—nor in vain the call.

Few, few shall triumph in a hero's fall

!

Cold as thine own to glory and to fame.

Within my heart there lives one only aim

;

There, till th' oppressor for thy fate atone.

Concentring every thought, it reigns alone.

I will not weep—revenge, not grief, must be.

And blood, not tears, an offering meet for thee

;

But the dark hour of stem dehght will come.

And thou shalt triumph, warrior ! in thy tomb.

" Thou, too, my brother ! thou art pass'd away.

Without thy fame, in life's fair dawning day.

Son of the brave ! of thee no trace wiU shine

In the proud annals of thy lofty line

;

Nor shall thy deeds be deathless in the lays

That hold communion with the after-days.

Yet, by the wreaths thou might'st have nobly won,

Hadst thou but lived till rose thy noontide sun

;

By glory lost, I swear ! by hope betray'd,

Thy fate shall amply, dearly, be repaid

:

War with thy foes I deem a holy strife.

And to avenge thy death devote my life.

" Hear ye my vows, spirits of the slain !

Hear, and be with me on the battle-plain !

At noon, at midnight, still aroimd me bide.

Rise on my dreams, and tell mo how ye died !

"

CANTO II.

-—" Oh I ben provvide il Cielo

Cf)' Uom per delitti nmi lieto non «ia."

Fair land ! of chivalry the old domain.

Land of the vine and oUve, lovely Spain !

Though not for thee with classic shores to vie

In charms that fix th' enthusiast's pensive eye

;

Yet hast thou scenes of beauty, richly fraught

With all that wakes the glow of lofty thought

;

Fountains, and vales,androcks,whose ancientname
High deeds have raised to mingle with their fame.

Those scenes are peaceful now : the citron blows.

Wild spreads the myrtle, where the brave repose.

No sound of battle swells on Douro's shore.

And banners wave on Ebro's banks no more.

But who, unmoved, unawed, shall coldly tread

Thy fields that sepulchre the mighty dead

!

Blest be that soil ! where England's heroes share

The grave of chiefs, for ages slumbering there

;

Whose names are glorious in romantic lays,

The wild, sweet chronicles of elder days—

•

By goatherd lone and rude Serrano simg

Thy cypress dells and vine-clad rocks among.

How oft those rocks have eeho'd to the tale

Of knights who fell in Roncesvalles' vale

;

Of him, renown'd in old heroic lore.

First of the brave, the gallant Campeador

;

Of those, the famed in song, who proudly died

When Rio Verde roU'd a crimson tide

;

Or that high name, by GarcUaso's might

On the Green Vega won in single fight.'

Round fair Granada, deepening from afar.

O'er that Green Vega rose the din of war.

At mom or eve no more the sunbeams shone

O'er a calm scene, in pastoral beauty lone

;

On helm and corslet tremidous they glanced,

On shield and spear in quivei-ing lustre danced.

Far as the sight by clear Xenil could rove.

Tents rose around, and banners glanced above

;

And steeds in gorgeous trappings, armour bright

With gold, reflecting every tint of hght.

And many a floating plume and blazon'd shield

DiQiised romantic splendour o'er the field.

There swell those soimds that bid the life-blood

start

Swift to the mantling cheek and beating heart

:

The clang of echoing steel, the charger's neigh.

The measured tread of hosts in war's array

;

And, oh ! that music, whose exulting breath

Speaks but of glory on the road to death

:

In whose wild voice there dwells inspiring power

To wake the stormy joy of danger's hour

;

To nerve the ai-m, the spirit to sustain.

Rouse from despondence, and support in pain

;

1 Garcilaso de l<a Vega derived his sumiime from a single

combat (in wliich he w.a3 the victor) with a Moor, on the

Vega of Granada.
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And, midst the deepening tumults of the stiife.

Teach every pulse to thrill with more than life.

High o'er the camp, in many a broider'd fold.

Floats to the wind a standard rich with gold :

There, imaged on the cross, his fonn appeal's

AVho drank for man the bitter cup of tears—

'

His form, whoso word rccall'd the spirit fled.

Now borne by hosts to guide thorn o'er the dead

!

O'er yon fair walls to plant the cross on high,

Spain hath sent forth her flower of chivalry.

Fired with that ardour which, in days of yore.

To Sj-rian plains the bold crusaders bore

;

Elate with lofty hope, with mai-tial zeal.

They come, the gallant children of Castile

;

The proud, the calmly dignified :—and there

Ebro's dark sons with haughty mien repair.

And those who guide the fiery steed of war

From yon rich province of the western star.'

But thou, conspicuous midst the glittering scene,

Stem grandeur stamp'd upon thy princely mien

;

Known by the foreign gai-b, the silvery vest.

The snow-white charger, and the azure crest,'

Young Aben-Zurrah ! midst that host of foes.

Why shines thy helm, thy Moorish lance ? Disclose

!

Why rise the tents where dwell thy kindred train,

son of Afric I midst the sons of Spain t

Hast thou mth these thy nation's fall conspired.

Apostate chief ! by hope of vengeance fired ?

How art thou changed ! stiU first in every fight,

Hamet the Moor ! Castile's devoted knight

!

There dwells a fiery lustre in thine eye.

But not the light that shone in days gone by

;

There is wild ardour in thy look and tone,

But not the soul's expression once thine own.

Nor aught like peace within. Yet who shall say

What secret thoughts thine inmost heart may
swayi

1 ** El Rey D. Fernando bo]vi6 k la Vega, y puaft sii Ueal

k ta vista de Huecar, a veyute y aeys dias del mes de Abril,

adonde fufe fortiticado de todo lo necessario
; poniendo el

Christiano toda su gente en esqimdron, con todas sua van-

deras teiididas, y su Re.al Estandarte, el qual llevava por

dWisa un Christo crucificado."

—

Uistoria de las Guerras

CivUet de Granada.

2 Andalusia signifies, in Arabic, the region of the evening

or the west; in a word, the Ilespcria of the Greeks.—See

Casiri's Bibliot. Arabico-IIispaTia, and Gibbon's Decline

and Fall, &c.

'^ " Los Abencerrages salieron con su acostumbrada librea

azul y hlanca, todos Uenos de ricos texidos de plata, las

plumas de la misma color ; en sus adargas, su acostumbrada

divisa, salvages que desquL\alavan leones, y otros un mundo
que lo desbazia un selvage con un baston."—Cufmu CivUet

de Granada.

No eye but Heaven's may pierce that curtain'd

breast.

Whose joys and griefe alike are unexpress'd.

There hath been combat on the tented plain

;

The Vega's turf is red with many a stain
;

And, rent and trampled, banner, crest, and shield

Tell of a fierce and weU-contested field.

But all is peaceful now : the west is bright

With the rich splendour of departing light

;

Mulhacen's peak, half lost amidst the sky,

Glows like a purple evening-cloud on high,

And tints, that mock the pencil's art, o'erapread

Th' eternal snow that crowns Veleta's head ;*

\^Tiile the warm sunset o'er the landscape throws

A solemn beauty, and a deep repose.

Closed are the toils and tumults of the day.

And Hamet wanders from the camp away.

In silent mtisings rapt :—the slaughter'd brave

Lie thickly strewn by Darro's rippling wave.

Soft fall the dews—but other drops have dyed

The scented shrubs that fringe the river side.

Beneath whose shade, as ebbing life retired.

The wounded sought a shelter—and expired.'

Lonely, and lost in thoughts of other days,

By the bright ^vinding8 of the stream he strays.

Till, more remote from battle's ravaged scene.

All is repose and solitude serene.

There, 'neath an olive's ancient shade reclined.

Whose rustling foliage waves in evening's wind,

The harass'd warrior, yielding to the power.

The mUd sweet influence of the tranquil hour,

Feels by degi-ees a long-forgotten calm

Shed o'er his troubled soul unwonted balm

;

His wrongs, his woes, his dark and dubious lot.

The past, the future, are awhile forgot

;

And Hope, scarce own'd,yet stealing o'er his breast.

Half dares to whisper, "Thou shalt yet be blest
!

"

Such his vague musings—^but a plaintive sound

Breaks on the deep and solemn stillness round

;

A low, half-stifled moan, that seems to rise

From life and death's contending agonies.

He turns : Who shares with him that lonely shade 1

—^A youthful warrior on his death-bed laid.

All rent and stain'd his broider'd Moorish vest,

The corslet shatter'd on his bleeding breast

;

In his cold hand the broken falchion strain'd.

With life's last force conviJsively retaui'd

;

* The loftiest heights of the Sierra Nevada are those called

Mulhacen and Picaclio de Veleta.

5 It is known to be a frequent circumstance in battle, that

the dying and the wounded drag themselves, as it were

mechanically, to the shelter which may be afforded by any

bush or thicket on the field.



74 TALES AND HISTORIC SCENES.

His plumage soil'd with dust, with crimson dyed,

And the red lance in fragments by his side :

He lies forsaken—pillow'd on his shield,

His helmet raised, his lineaments reveal'd.

Pale is that quivering lip, and vanish'd now
The light once throned on that commanding brow;
And o'er that fading eye, stiU upward cast.

The shades of death are gathering dark and fast.

Yet, as yon rising moon her light serene

Sheds the pale oUve's waving boughs between.

Too well can Hamet's conscious heart retrace.

Though changed thus fearfully, that pallid face,

Whose every feature to his soul conveys

Some bitter thought of long-departed days.

" Oh ! is it thus," he cries, " we meet at last ]

Friend of my soul in years for ever past !

Hath fate but led me hither to behold

The last dread struggle, ere that heart is cold,

—

Receive thy latest agonising breath,

And with vain pity soothe the pangs of death

!

Yet let me bear thee hence—while life remains.

E'en though thus feebly circling through thy veins.

Some healing balm thy sense may still revive

;

Hope is not lost—and Osmyn yet may live !

And blest were he whose timely care should save

A heart so noble, e'en from glory's grave."

Housed by those accents, from his lowly bed

The dying warrior faintly lifts his head

;

O'er Hamet's mien, with vague uncertain gaze.

His doubtful glance awhile bewilder'd strays

;

TUl by degrees a smile of proud disdain

Lights up those features late convulsed with pain

;

A quivering radiance flashes from his eye.

That seems too pure, too full of soul, to die

;

And the mind's grandeur, in its parting hour.

Looks from that brow with more than wonted

power.

"Away I" he cries, in accents of command.

And proudly waves his cold and trembling hand.

" Apostate, hence ! my soul shall soon be free

—

E'en now it soars, disdaining aid from thee.

'Tis not for thee to close the fading eyes

Of him who faithful to his country dies

;

Not for thy hand to raise the drooping head

Of him who sinks to rest on glory's bed.

Soon shall these pangs be closed, this conflict

o'er.

And worlds be mine where thou canst never soar

:

Be thine existence with a blighted name.

Mine the bright death which seals a warrior's

fame !"

The glow hath vanish'd from his cheek—his eye

Hath lost that beam of parting energy

;

Frozen and fix'd it seems—his brow is chill

;

One struggle more—that noble heart is stiU.

Depai-ted warrior ! were thy mortal throes.

Were thy last pangs, ere nature found repose.

More keen, more bitter, than th' envenom'd dart

Thy dying words have left in Hamet's heart 1

Thy pangs were transient; his shaU sleep no more,

TUl life's delirious dream itself be o'er

;

But thou shalt rest in glory, and thy grave

Be the pure altar of the patriot brave.

Oh, what a change that little hour hath wrought

In the high spii-it and unbending thought

!

Yet, from himself each keen regret to hide.

Still Hamet struggles with indignant pride

;

AVTiile his soul rises, gathering all its force.

To meet the fearful conflict with remorse.

To thee, at length, whose artless love hath been

His own, unchanged, through many a stormy

scene

;

Zayda ! to thee his heart for refuge flies
;

Thou still art faithful to affection's ties.

Yes ! let the world upbraid, let foes contemn,

Thy gentle breast the tide will firmly stem
;

And soon thy smile and soft consoling voice

ShaU bid his troubled soul again rejoice.

Within Granada's walls are hearts and hands

Whose aid in secret Hamet yet commands

;

Nor hard the task, at some propitious hour.

To win his silent way to Zayda's bower,

AMien night and peace are brooding o'er the world,

When mute the clarions, and the banners furl'd.

That hour is come—and, o'er the arms he bears,

A wandering fakir's garb the chieftain wears :

Disguise that Ul from piercing eye could hide

The lofty port, and glance of martial pride ;

But night befriends—through paths obscure he

pass'd.

And haU'd the lone and lovely scene at last

;

Young Zayda's chosen haunt, the fair alcove,

The sparkhng foimtain, and the orange grove :

Calm in the moonlight smUes the still retreat.

As form'd alone for happy hearts to meet.

For happy hearts !—not such as hers, who there

Bends o'er her lute with dark unbraided hair

;

That maid of Zegri race, whose eye, whose mien.

Tell that despair her bosom's guest hath been.

So lost in thought she seems, the wan-ior's feet

Unheai'd approach her solitary seat.

Till his known accents every sense restore

—

" My own loved Zayda ! do we meet once more V
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She starts, she turns—the lightning of surprise,

Of sudden rapture, flashes from her eyes

;

But that is fleeting—it is past—and how

Far other meaning darkens o'er her brow :

Changed is her aspect, and her tone severe

—

" Hence, Aben-Zurrali ! death surrounds thee

hero !"

"Zayda ! whatmeansthat glance, unlike thineownl

What mean those words, and that unwonted tone ]

I will not deem thee changed—but in thy face.

It is not joy, it is not love, I trace !

It was not thus iu other days wo met

:

Hath time, hath absence, taught thee to forget ?

Oh ! speak once more—these rising doubts dispel

:

One smile of tenderness, and all is well !

"

" Not thus we met in other days !—oh, no !

Thou wert not, warrior, then thy countiy's foe !

Those days are past—we ne'er shall meet again

With hearts all warmth, all confidence, as then.

But thy dark soul no gentler feelings sway.

Leader of hostile bands ! away, away !

On in thy path of triumph and of power.

Nor pause to raise from earth a blighted flower."

" And thou, too, changed ! thine earthly vow

forgot !

Tins, this alone, was wanting to my lot !

Exiled and scom'd, of every tie bereft,

Thy love, the desert's lonely fount, was left

;

And thou, my soul's \a&t hope, its lingering beam.

Thou ! the good angel of each brighter dream,

Wert all the barrenness of life possest

To wake one soft affection in my breast !

That vision ended—fate hath nought in store

Ofjoy or sorrow e'er to touch me more.

Go, Zegri maid ! to scenes of sunshine fly.

From the stem pupil of adversity !

And now to hope, to confidence, adieu !

If thou art faithless, who shall e'er be true V

"Hamot ! oh, wrong me not !—I too could speak

Of sorrows—trace them on my faded cheek.

In the sunk eye, and in the wasted form.

That tell the heart hath nursed a canker-worm !

But words were idle—read my sufTerings there,

Where grief is stamp'd on all that once was fair.

" Oh, wert thou still what once I fondly deem'd,

All that thy mien expressed, thy spirit seem'd.

My love had been devotion !—till in death

Thy name had trembled on my latest breath.

But not the chief who leads a lawless band

To crush the altars of his native land
;

Th' apostate son of heroes, whose disgrace

Hath staiu'd the trophies of a glorious race ;

Not him I loved—but one whose youthful name

Was pure and radiant in unsullied fame.

Hadst thou but died, ere yet dishonour's cloud

O'er that young name had gather'd as a shroud,

I then had moum'd thee proudly, and my grief

In its own loftiness had found relief

;

A noble sorrow, cherish'd to the last,

When every meaner woe had long been past.

Yes ! let affection weep—no common tear

She sheds when bending o'er a hero's bier.

Let nature mourn the dead—a grief Uke this,

To pangs that rend my bosom, had been bliss
!''

" High-minded maid ! the time admits not now

To plead my cause, to vindicate my vow.

That vow, too dread, too solemn, to recall,

Hath urged me onward, haply to my fall.

Yet this believe—no meaner aim inspires

My soul, no dream of power ambition fires.

No ! every hope of power, of triumph, fled.

Behold me but th' avenger of the dead !

One whose changed heart no tie, no kindred knows.

And in thy love alone hath sought repose.

Zayda ! wilt thou his stem accuser be ?

False to his country, he is true to thee (

Oh, hear me yet !—if Hamet e'er was dear.

By our first vows, our young affection, hear I

Soon must this fair and royal city fall.

Soon shall the cross be planted on her wall

;

Then who can tell what tides of blood may flow,

While her fanes echo to the shrieks of woe ]

Fly, fly with me, and let me bear thee far

From horrors thronging in the path of war :

Fly, and repose in safety—till the blast

Hath made a desert in its course—and pass'd !

"

"Thou that wilt triumph when the hour is come

Hasten'd by thee, to seal thy country's doom.

With thee from scenes of death shall Zayda fly

To peace and safety ?—Woman, too, can die !

And die exulting, though unknown to fame.

In all the stainless beauty of her name !

Be mine, unmurmuiing, undismay'd, to share

The fate my kindred and my sire must bear.

And deem thou not my feeble heart shall fail,

^Vhen the clouds gather and the blasts assail.

Thou hast but known me ere the trjing hour

Call'd into life my spirit's latent power

;

But I have energies that idly slept,

WTiile withering o'er my silent woes I wept

;

And now, when hope and happiness are fled.

My soul is firm—for what remains to dread ]
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Who shall have power to siiffer and to bear

If strength and courage dwell not with Despair 1

" Hamet ! farewell—retrace thy path again.

To join thy brethren on the tented plain.

There wave and wood in mingling murmurs tell

How, in far other cause, thy fathers fell !

Yes ! on that soil hath Glory's footstep been,

Names unforgotten consecrate the scene !

Dwell not the souls of heroes round thee there.

Whose voices call thee in the whispering air ?

Unheard, in vain they call—their fallen sou

Hath stain'd the name those mighty spirits won,

And to the hatred of the brave and free

Bequeath'd his own through ages yet to be !

"

StUl as she spoke, th' enthusiast's kindling eye

Was lighted up with inborn majesty.

While her fair form and youthful features caught

All the proud grandeur of heroic thought,

Severely beauteous.^ Awe-stinick and amazed,

In silent trance a while the warrior gazed,

As on some lofty vision—for she seem'd

One all-inspired—each look with gloiy beam'd,

WliUe, brightly bureting through its cloud of woes.

Her soul at once in all its light ai'ose.

Oh ! ne'erhad Hamet deem'd there dwelt enshrined

In form so fiTigile that unconquer'd mind

;

And fix'd, as by some high enchantment, there

He stood—till wonder yielded to despair.

" The dream is vanish'd—daughter of my foes !

lieft of each hope the lonely wanderer goes.

Tliywords have pierced his soul
; yet deem thou not

Thou couldst be once adored, and e'er forgot !

Oh, form'd for happier love, heroic maid !

In grief sublime, in danger undismay'd,

Farewell, and be thou blest !—all words were vain

From him who ne'er may view that form again

—

Him, whose sole thought resembling bliss,must be.

Ho hath been loved, once fondly loved, by thee !

"

And is the warrior gone 1—doth Zayda hear

His parting footstep, and without a tear ?

Thou weep'st not, lofty maid !—yet who can tell

What secret pangs within thy heart may dwell 1

They feel not least, the firm, the high in soul.

Who best each feeUng's agony control.

Yes ! we may judge the measure of the grief

Which finds in misery's eloquence rehef

;

But who shall pierce those depths of silent woe

Whence breathes no language, whence no tears

may flow ?

^ ** Severe in youthful beauty."

—

Milton.

Tho pangs that many a noble breast hath proved.

Scorning itself that thus it could be moved 1

He, He alone, the inmost heart who knows,

Views all its weakness, pities all its throes

;

He who hath mercy when mankind contemn.

Beholding anguish—all unknown to them.

Fair city ! thou that midst thy stately fanes

And gilded minarets, towering o'er the plains.

In eastern grandeur proudly dost arise

Beneath thy ca:aopy of deep-blue skies
;

[wave,*

WliUe streams that bear thee treasures in their

Thy citron-groves and myrtle-gardens lave :

Mourn, for thy doom is fixed—the days of fear.

Of chains, of wrath, of bitterness, are near !

Within, around thee, are the trophied graves

Of kings and chiefs—their children shall be slaves.

Fair are thy halls, thy domes majestic swell.

But there a race that rear'd them not shall dwell

;

For midst thy councils discord still presides.

Degenerate fear thy wavering monarch guides

—

Last of a line whose regal spirit flown

Hath to their offspring but bequeath'd a throne.

Without one generous thought, or feeling high.

To teach his soul how kings should live and die.

A voice resounds within Granada's wall.

The hearts of warriors echo to its call.^

Whose are those tones, with power electric fraught

To reach the source of pure exalted thought ?

See, on a fortress tower, with beckoning hand,

A form, majestic as a prophet, stand !

2 Granada stands upon two hills, separated by the Darro.

Tlie Xenil runs under the walls. The Darro is said to carry

with its stream sniall particles of gold, and the Xenil of silver.

When Charles V. came to Granada with the Empress Isabella,

the city presented him with a crown made of gold, which had

been collected from the Darro.—See Bourgoan ne*sand other

Travels.

3 " At this period, while the inhabitants of Granada were

sunk in indolence, one of those men whose natural and im-

passioned eloquence has sometimes aroused a people to deeds

of heroism, raised his voice in the midst of the city, and

awakened the inhabitants from then- lethargy. Twenty

thousand enthusiasts, ranged under hia banners, were pre-

pared to sally forth, with the fury of desperation, to attack

the besiegers, when Abo Abdeli, more afraid of his subjects

than of tlie enemy, resolved immediately to capitulate, and

made terms with the Christians, by which it was agreed th.it

the Moors should be allowed the free exercise of their religion

and laws ; should be permitted , if they thought proper, to

depart unmolested with their effects to Africa ; and that he

himself, if he remained in Spain, should retain an extensive

estate, with houses and slaves, or be granted an equivalent

in money if he preferred retiring to Barbary."—See Jacob's

Travels in Spaitu
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His mien is all impassion'd, and his eye

FiU'd with a light whoso fountain is on high

;

Wild on the gale his silvery tresses flow.

And inspiration beams upon his brow
; [gaze.

While, thronging round him, breathless thousands

As on some mighty seer of elder days.

" Saw ye the banners of Castile display'd,

The helmets ghttering, and the lino array'd ?

Heard ye the march of steel-clad hosts V he cries

;

" Children of conquerors ! in your strength arise

!

high-horn tribes ! names unstain'd by fear !

Azarques, Zegris, Almoradis, hear !

^

Be every feud forgotten, and your hands

Dyed with no blood but that of hostile bands.^

Wake, princes of the land ! the hour is come.

And the red sabre must decide your doom.

Where is that spirit which prevail'd of yore,

AVlien Tank's bands o'ei'spread the western shore?

'

When the long combat raged on Xercs' plain,*

And Afric's tecbir swell'd through yielding Spain 1
°

^ Azarques, Zegris, Almoradis, different tribes of the Moors

of Granada, all of liigh distinction,

2 The conquest of Granada was greatly facilitated by the

civil dissensions which at this period prevailed in the city.

Several of the Moorish tribes, influenced by private feuds,

were fully preiiared for submission to the Spaniards ; others

bad embraced the cause of Muley el Zagal, the uncle and

competitor for the throne of Abdallah, (or Abo Abdeli,) and

all was jealousy and animosity.

3 Tarik, tlie first leader of the Arabs and Moors into Spain.

'* The Saracens landed at the pillar or point of Europe. The

corrupt and familiar appellation of Gibraltar (Gebel al Tarik)

describes the mountain of Tarik ; and tiie intrenchments of

his camp were the first outline of those fortifications which,

in the bands of our countrymen, have resisted the art and

power of the house of Uourbon. The adjacent governors in-

formed the court of Toledo of the descent and progress of the

Arabs ; and the defeat of his lieutenant Edeco, who had

been commanded to seize and bind the presumptuous stran-

gers, first admonished Roderic of the magnitude of the danger.

At the royal summons, the dukes and counts, the bishops and

nobles of the Gothic monarchy, assembled at the bead of their

followers ; and the title of king of the Romans, which is em-

ployed by an Arabic historian, m.ay be excused by the close

affinity of language, relij^ion, and manners, between the

nations of Spain."

—

Gibbo.n's Declim; and Fall, &c. voL ix.

p. 472, 47.1.

< " In the neighbourhood of Cadiz, the town of Xeres has

been illustrated by the encounter which determined the fate

of the kingdom ; the stream of tlie Guadalete, which falls

into tlie bay, divided the two camps, and marked the advan-

cing and retreating skirraisbes of three successive days. On
the fourth day, the two armies joined a more serious and

decisive issue. Notwithstanding the valour of the Saracens,

they fainted under the weight of multitudes, and tlie plain of

Xeres was overspread with sixteen thousand of their dead

bodies.—' My brethren,' said Tarik to liis surviving com-

panions, * the enemy is before you, the sea is behind ; wbither

would ye fly ? Follow your general ; I am resolved either to

Is the lance broken, is the shield decay'd.

The warrior's arm unstrung, his heart dismay'd ?

Shall no high spirit of ascendant worth

Arise to lead the sons of Islam forth ?

To guard the regions where our fathers' blood

Hath bathed each plain, and mingled with each

flood;

Where long their dust hath blended with the soU

Won by their swords, made fertOe by their toil ?

" ye sierras of eternal snow !

Ye streams that by the tombs of heroes flow,

Woods, fountains, rocks of Spain ! ye saw their

might

In many a fierce and unforgotten fight

—

Shall ye behold their lost, degenerate race

Dwell midst your scenes in fetters and disgrace 1

With each memorial of the past around.

Each mighty monument of days renown'd t

May this indignant heart ere then be cold,

This frame be gather'd to its kindred mould

!

And the last life-drop circling through my veins

Have tinged a soil untainted yet by chains I

" And yet one struggle ere our doom is seal'd,

One mighty efibrt, one deciding field !

If vain each hope, we still have choice to bo

In life the fetter'd, or in death the free !

"

Still while he speaks each gallant heart beats

high.

And ardour fla.shes from each kindling eye
;

Youth, manhood, age, as if inspired, have caught

The glow of lofty hope and daring thought

;

And all is hush'd around—as every sense

Dwelt on the tones of that wild eloquence.

Butwhen hisvoice hath ceased, th'impetuouscry

Of eager thousands bursts at once on high

;

Rampart, and rock, and fortress ring around,

And fair Alhambra's inmost halls resound.

" Lead us, chieftain ! lead us to the strife.

To fame in death, or Uberty in life I

"

lose my life, or to trample on the prostrate king of the Ro-

mans.' Besides the resource of despair, he confided in the

secret correspondence and nocturnal interviews of Count

Julian with the sons and the brother of Witiza. The two

princes, and the Archbishop of Toledo, occupied the most

important post : their well-timed defection broke the ranks

of the Christians ; each warrior was prompted by fear or sus-

picion to consult bis personal safety ; and the remains of the

Gothic army were scattered or destroyed in the flight and

pursuit of the three following days."

—

Gibbon's Decline and

Fall, &c. vol. ix. p. 473, 474.

6 The Ucbir, the shout of onset tued by the Saracens in

battle.

L
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O zeal of noble hearts ! in vain display'd !

Now, while the burning spirit of the brave

Is roused to energies that yet might save

—

E'en now, enthusiasts ! while ye rush to claim

Your glorious trial on the field of fame.

Your king hath yielded ! Valour's dream is o'erj^

Power, wealth, and freedom are your own no more;

And for your children's portion, but remains

That bitter heritage—^the stranger's chains.

CANTO III.

" Fennoasi al fin tl cor che balio tanto.

HippoLlTO Find]

Heroes of elder days ! untaught to yield,

Who bled for Spain on many an ancient field
;

Ye that around the oaken cross of yore ^

Stood firm and fearless on Asturia's shore.

And with your spirit, ne'er to be subdued,

Hallow'd the -wild Cantabrian solitude

;

Rejoice amidst your dwelUngs of repose.

In the last chastening of your Moslem foes !

Rejoice !—for Spain, arising in her strength.

Hath burst the remnant of their yoke at length.

And they, in turn, the cup of woe must drain,

And bathe their fetters with their tears in vain. .

And thou, the warrior born in happy hour,^

Valencia's lord, whose name alone was power,

Theme of a thousand songs in days gone by,

Conqueror ofiings ! exult, Cid ! on high

;

For stUl 'twas thine to guard thy country's weal.

In life, in death, the watcher for Castile !

Thou, in that hour when Mauritania's bands

Eush'd from their palmy groves and burning lands.

E'en in the realm of spirits didst retain

A patriot's vigilance, remembering Spain !

*

1 Tlie terrors occasioned by this sudden excitement of

popular feeling seem even to have accelerated Abo Abdeli's

capitulation. ** Aterrado Abo Abdeli con el alboroto y

temiendo no ser ya el Dueiio de un pueblo amotinddo, se

apresuro 4 concluir una capitulation , la menos dura que podia

obtenir en tan urgentes circumstancias, y ofrecio entregor d

Granada e! dia seia de Enero."

—

Paseos en Granada, vol. L

p. 298.

* The oaken cross, carried by Pelagius in battle.

8 See Southey's Chronicle of the Cid, in which that warrior

is frequently styled, " he who was bom in happy hour."

* '* Moreover, when the Mirjimamoiin brought over from

Africa against King Don Alfonso, the eighth of that name,

the mightiest power of the misbelievers that had ever been

brought against Spain, since the destruction of the kings of

the Goths, the Cid Campeador remembered his country in

Then at deep midnight rose the mighty sound.

By Leon heard in shuddering awe profound.

As through her echoing streets, in dread array.

Beings once mortal held their viewless way

—

Voices from worlds we know not—and the tread

Of marching hosts, the armies of the dead.

Thou and thy buried chieftains : from the grave

Then did thy summons rouse a king to save.

And join thy warriors with unearthly might

To aid the rescue in Tolosa's fight.

Those days are past—the crescent on thy shore,

realm of evening ! sets, to i-ise no more.'

What banner streams afar from Vela's tower I'

The cross, bright ensign of Iberia's power !

What the glad shout of each exulting voice 'l

"Castile and Aragon ! rejoice, rejoice !"

Yielding free entrance to victorious foes.

The Moorish city sees her gates unclose, [lance.

And Spain's proud host, with pennon, shield, and

Through her long streets in knightly garb advance.

Oh ! ne'er in lofty dreams hath Fancy's eye

Dwelt on a scene of statelier pageantry,

At joust or tourney, theme of poet's lore.

High masque or solemn festival of yore.

The gilded cupolas, that proudly rise

O'erarch'd by cloudless and cerulean skies

;

Tall minarets, shining mosques, barbaric towers,

Fountains and palaces, and cypress bowers :

And they, the splendid and triumphant throng.

With helmets glittering as they move along.

With broider'd scarf and gem-bestudded mail.

And graceful plumage streaming on the gale ;

that great danger ; for the night before the battle was fought

at the Navas de Tolosa, in the dead of the night, a raiglity

sound was heard in the whole city of Leon, as if it were the

tramp of a great army passing through ; and it passed on to

the royal monastery of St Isidro, and tliere was a great

knocking at the gate thereof, .and they called to a priest who

was keeping vigils in the church, and told him that the cap-

tains of the army whom he heard were the Cid Uuydiez, and

Count Ferran Gonzalez, and that they came there to call up

King Don Fernando the Great, who Lay buried in that church,

that he might go with them to deliver Spain. And on the

morrow that great battle of the Navjis de Tolosa was fought,

wherein sixty thousand of the misbelievers were slain, which

was one of the greatest and noblest battles ever won over the

Moors."

—

Southey's Chronicle of the Cid.

5 The name of Andalusia, the rerjion of evening, or of the

west, vras applied by the Arabs not only to the province so

called, but to the whole peninsula.

« '* En este dia, para siempre memorable, los estandartes

de la Cruz, de St Jago, y el de los Keyes de Castilla se tremo-

Uran sobre la torre mas alta, Uaraada de la Vela ; y un

exercito prosternado, inundandose en lagrimas de gozo y re-

conocimiento, asistio al mas glorioso de los espectaculos."

—

Paseos en Granada, vol. i. p. 299.
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Shields, gold-emboss'd, and pennons floating far,

And all the gorgeous blazonry of war.

All brighten'd by the rich transparent hues

That southern suns o'er heaven and earth diffuse

—

Blend in one scone of glory, fonn'd to throw

O'er memory's page a never-fading glow, [brave.

And there, too, foremost midst the conquering

Your azure plumes, Aben-ZuiTahs ! wave.

There Hamet moves ; the chief whose lofty port

Seems nor reproach to shun, nor praise to court;

Calm, stern, collected—yet within his breast

Is there no pang, no struggle, unconfess'd 1

If such there be, it still must dwell unseen,

Nor cloud a triumph with a sufferer's mien.

Hear'st thou the solemn yet exulting sound

Of the deep anthem floating far around !

The choral voices, to the skies that raise

The fuU majestic harmony of praise 1

Lo ! where, surrounded by their princely train.

They come, the sovereigns of rejoicing Spain,

Borne on their trophied car—lo ! bursting thence

A blaze of chivalrous magnificence !

Onward their slow and stately course they bend

To where th' Alhambra's ancient towers ascend,

Rcar'd and adom'd by Moorish kings of yore,

Whose lost descendants there shall dwell no more.

They reach those towers—irregularly vast

And rude they seem, in mould barbaric east :

'

They enter—to their wondering sight is given

A genii palace—an Arabian heaven !

^

A scene by magic raised, so strange, so fair,

,Ita forms and colour seem alike of air.

1 Swinburne, after describing the noble palace built by

Charles V. in the precincts of the Alhambra, tluia proceeds

:

" Adjoining (to the north) stands a huge heap of as ugly

buildings as can well be seen, all huddled together, seemingly

without the least intention of forming one habitation out of

them. The walls are entirely unornamented, all gravel and
pebbles, daubed over with plaster by a very coarse hand ;

yet this is the palace of the Moorish kings of Granada, indis-

putably the most curious place within that exists in Spain,

perhaps in Europe. In many countries you may see excel-

lent modem as well as ancient architecture, both entire and

in ruins ; but nothing to be met with any where else can

convey an idea of this edifice, except you take it from the

decorations of an opera, or the tales of the genii."—Swi.v-

BURNE's Travels thrmtgh Spain.

2 *' Passing round the corner of the emperor's palace, you

are admitted at a plain unornamented door in a corner. On
my first visit, I confess, I was struck with amazement as I

stept over the threshold, to find myself on a sudden trans-

ported into a species of fairy land. The first place you come

to !a the court called the Communa, or dil MesucaVf that is.

Hero, by sweet orango-boughs half shaded o'er.

The deep clear bath reveals its marble floor.

Its margin fringed with flowers,whoseglowinghues

The calm transparence of its wave suffuse.

There round the court, where Moorish arches bend.

Aerial columns, richly deck'd, ascend

;

Unlike the models of each cla.ssic race.

Of Doric grandeur or Corinthian grace.

But answering well each vision that portrays

Arabian splendour to the poet's gaze :

Wild, wondrous, brilliant, all—a mingling glow

Of rainbow-tints, above, around, below;

Bright streaming from the many-tinctured veins

Of precious marble, and the vivid stains

Of rich mosaics o'er the light ai'cade.

In gay festoons and faiiy knots display'd.

On through th' enchanted realm, that only seems

Meet for the radiant creatures of our dreams.

The royal conquerors pass—while still their sight

On some new wonder dwells with fresh delight.

Here the eye roves through slender colonnades.

O'er bowery terraces and myrtle shades ;

Dark olive-woods beyond, and far on high

The vast sierra mingling with the sky.

There, scattering far around their diamond spray,

Clear streams from founts of alabaster play.

Through pillar'd halls, where, exquisitely wrought,

Kich ai-abesques, with glittering foliage fraught,

Sui-mount each fretted arch, and lend the scene

A wild, romantic, oriental mien :

While many a verse, from eastern bards of old.

Borders the walls in characters of gold.^

Here Moslem luxurj-, in her own domain,

Hath held for ages her voluptuotis reign

Midst gorgeous domes, where soon shaU sUence

brood,

And all be lone—a splendid solitude.

the common baths ; an oblong square, with a deep basin of

clear water in the middle ; two flights of marble steps leading

down to the bottom ; on each side a parterre of flowers, and

a row of orange-trees. Round the court runs a peristyle

paved with marble ; the arches bear upon very slight pillars,

in proportions and style different from all the regular orders

of architecture. The ceilings and walls are incrustated with

fretwork in stucco, BO minute and intricate that the most
|

patient draughtsman would find it difiicult to follow it, unless (

he made himself master of the general plan."

—

Swinburne's
j

Travels in Spain. 1

s The walls and cornices of the Alhambra are covered with
i

inscriptions in .\rabic characters. *' In examining this abode

of magnificence," s.ays llourgoanne, " the observer is every

moment astonished at the new and interesting mixture cf

architecture and poetry. The palace of the Alhambra may

be called a collection of fugitive pieces ; and whatever dura-

tion these may have, time, with which every thing passes

away, has too much contributed to confirm to them that

title."—See BotJiiQOANNx'a Travels in Spain.
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Now wake their echoes to a thousand songs,

From mingling voices of exulting throngs

;

Tambour and flute, and atabal are there,i

And joyous clarions pealing on the air

;

While every hall resoimds, " Granada won !

Granada ! for Castile and Aragon ! " ^

'Tis night—from dome and tower, in dazzling

maze.

The festal lamps innumerably blaze ;

'

Through longarcadestheirquivering lustre gleams,

From eveiy lattice tremulously streams.

Midst orange-gardens plays on fount and rill.

And gUds the waves of Darro and XenU ;

Red flame the torches on each minaret's height.

And shines each street an avenue of light

;

And midnight feasts are held, and music's voice

Through the long night still summons to rejoice.

Yet there, whUe all would seem to heedless

eye

One blaze of pomp, one burst of revelry,

Are hearts unsoothed by those delusive hours,

Gall'd by the chain, though deck'd awhile with

flowera

;

Stem passions working in th' indignant breast,

Deep pangs untold, high feelings unexpress'd.

Heroic spirits, luisubmitting yet

—

Vengeance and keen remorse, and vain regret.

1 Atabal, a kind of Moorish drum.
2 " Y ansi entraron en la ciudad, y subieron al Alhambra,

y encima de la torre de Comares tan famosa se levant6 la

seiial de la Sanfa Cruz, y luego el real estandarte de los dos

Christianos reyes. Y al punto los reyea de armas, a grandes

bozes dizieron, ' Granada I Granada ! per su magestad, y
por la reyna su muger.' La serinissima reyna D. Isabel, que

vi6 ia senal de la Santa Cruz sobre la hermosa torre de

Comares, y el su estandarte real con ella, se liinc6 de Rodillas,

y di6 inlinitaa gracias k Dios por la victoria que le avia dado

contra aquella gran ciudad. La musica real de la capilta del

rey luego a canto de organo cant6 Te Dcum laudamas. Fu6

tan grande el plazer que todos lloravan. Luego del Alhambra

sonaron mil instnimentoa de musica de belicas trompetas. Los

Moros amigos del rey, que querian ser Christianos, cuya

cabeza era el valerosa Mu^a, tomaron mil dulzaynas y ana.

files, sonando grande ruydo de atambores por toda la ciudad."

—HUioria de las Guerras Civiks de Granada.

* " Los cavalleros Moros que avemos dicho, aquella noche

jugaron galanamente alcancias y cafiaa. Andava Granada

aquella noche con tanta alegria, y con tantas luminarias, que

parecia que se ardia la terra."

—

Ilistoria de las Guerras CivUes

de Granada.

Swinburne, in bia Travels through Spain, in the years 1775

and 1776, mentions, that the anniversary of the surrender of

Granada to Ferdinand and Is-ibella waa still observed in

the city as a great festival and day of rejoicing ; and tluit

the populace on that occasion paid an annual visit to the

Moorish palace.

Fromyonproud height,whose olive-shadedbrow

Commands the wide luxuriant plains below.

Who lingering gazes o'er the lovely scene.

Anguish and shame contending in his mien

Ho who of heroes and of kings the son.

Hath lived to lose whate'er his fathers won

;

Whose doubtsand fears his people's fatehave seal'd.

Wavering alike in council and in field
;

Weak, timid ruler of the wise and brave,

StUl a fierce tyrant or a yielding slave.

Far from these vine-clad hills and azure skies.

To Afrie's wUds the royal exile flies ;*

Yet pauses on his way to weep in vain

O'er all he never must behold again.

Fair spreads the scene around—for him too fair,

Each glowing charm but deepens his despair.

The Vega's meads, the city's gUttering spires.

The old majestic palace of liis sires.

The gay pavilions and retired alcoves,

Bosom'd iu citron and pomegranate groves

;

Tower-crested rocks, andstreamsthatwind in light.

All in one moment bursting on his sight.

Speak to his soul of glory's vanish'd years.

And wake the sotirce of unavailing tears.

—Weep'st thou, AbdaUah?—Thou dost well to

weep,

feeble heart ! o'er aU thou couldst not keep !

Well do a woman's tears befit the eye

Of him who knew not as a man to die.'"

The galesighsmoumfullythroughZayda'sbower,

The hand is gone that nursed each infant flower.

No voice, no step, is in her father's halls.

Mute are the echoes of their marble walls

;

No stranger enters at the chieftain's gate.

But all is hush'd, and void, and desolate.

There, through each tower and solitary shade.

In vain doth Hamet seek the Zegri maid

:

Her grove is silent, her pavilion lone.

Her lute forsaken, and her doom unknown

;

And through the scene she loved, unheeded flows

The stream whose music lull'd her to repose.

* •* Los Gomeles todos se passeron en Africa, y el Rey

Chico con ellos, que no quis6 estar en Espaila, y en Africa le

luataron los Moroa de aquellaa partes, porque perdi6 k

Granada."

—

Guerras Civiles de Granada.

6 Abo Abdeli, upon leaving Gianada, after its conquest by

Ferdinand and Isabella, stopped on the hill of I'adul to take

a last look of his city and palace. Overcome by the sight,

he burst into tears, and was thus reproached by his mother,

the Sultaness Ayxa,—" Thou dost well to weep like a woman,

over the loss of that kingdom which thou knewest not how to

defend and die for like a man."
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But oh ! to him, whose self-accusing thought

AVhispera 'twas he that desolation wj'ought

;

Ho who his country and his faith bctray'd,

And lent Castile rcvongcfal, powerful aid

;

A voice of sorrow swells in every gale.

Each wave low rippling tells a mournful tale :

And as the shrabs, untended, unconfined.

In wild exuberance nistle to the wind.

Each leaf hath language to his startled sense,

And seems to murmur—" Thou hast driven her

hence !

"

And well he feels to trace her flight were vain,

—AVhere liath lost love been once rccall'd again 1

In her pure breast, so long by anguish torn.

His name can rouse no feeling now—but scom.

bitter hour ! when first the shuddering heart

Wakes to behold the void within—and start

!

To feel its own abandonment, and brood

O'er the chill bosom's depth of solitude.

The stormy passions that in Hamet's breast

Have sway'd so long, so fiercely, are at rest

;

The avenger's task is closed : '—^hc finds too late

It hath not changed his feelings, but his fate.

He was a lofty spirit, tum'd aside [pride.

From its bright path by woes, and wrongs, and

And onward, in its new tumultuous course,

Borne with too rapid and intense a force

To pause one moment iu the dread career.

And ask if such could be its native sphere.

Now are those days of wild delirium o'er.

Their feai-s and hopes excite his soul no more

;

The feverish energies of passion close.

And his heai't sinks in desolate repose, [less

Turns sickening from the world, yet shrinks not

From its own deep and utter loneliness.

There is a sound of voices on the air,

A flash of armour to the sunbeam's glare.

Midst the wild Alpuxarras ;
^—there, on high.

Where mountain-snows are mingling with the sky,

A few brave tribes, with spirits yet imbroke.

Have fled indignant from the Spaniard's yoke.

ye dread scenes ! where nature dwells alone.

Severely glorious on her craggy throne

;

1 " EI reym.indA, que si qiiedavanZegri8,qu6noTivie3Sen

en Granad.i, por ta tn.ildad qui hizieron contra los Abencer-

rages."

—

Giwrras CiviUs de Granada,

2 *' The Alpuxnrras are so lofty that the coast of Barbary,

and the cities of Tangier and Ceuta, are discovered from tlieir

summits; they are about seventeen leagues in length, from

Vetes Malaga to Almeria, and eleven in breadth, and abound
with fruit tr^es of great beauty and prodigious size. In these

mountains the wTetched remains of the Moors took refuge."

—Bourooa.n.nb's Travels in Spain.

Ye citadels of rock, gigantic forms,

Veil'd by the mists and girdled by the storms,

—

Ravines, and glens, and deep resounding caves,

That hold communion with the torrent-waves

;

And ye, th' unstain'd and everlasting snows,

That dwell above in bright and still repose

;

To you, in every clime, in every age.

Far from the tyrant's or the conqueror's rage,

Hath Freedom led her sons—untired to keep

Her fearless vigils on the barren steep.

Slie, like the mountain-eagle, still delights

To gaze exulting from unconquer'd heights.

And buUd her eyrie in defiance proud.

To dare the wind, and mingle with the cloud.

Now her deep voice, the soul's awakener, swells,

Wild AlpuxaiTas ! through your inmost dells.

There, the dark glens and lonely rocks among.

As at the clarion's call, her children throng.

She with enduring strength has nerved each frame.

And made each heart the temple of her flame.

Her own resisting spirit, which shall glow

Unquenchably, surviving all below.

There high-bom maids, that moved upon the

eai-th

More hke bright creatures of aerial birth,

Nurslings of palaces, have fled to share

The fate of brothers and of sires ; to bear.

All undismay'd, privation and distress.

And smile the roses of the mldemess

:

And mothei-s with their infants, there to dwell

In the deep forest or the cavern cell.

And rear their offspring midst the rocks, to be.

If now no more the mighty, still the free.

Andmidstthatband areveterans, o'erwhose head

Sorrows and yeai-s their mingled snow have shed

:

They saw thy gloiy, they have wept tliy fall,

royal city ! and the wreck of all [main

They loved and hallow'd most :—doth aught re-

For these to prove of happiness or pain 1

Life's cup is drain'd—earth fades before their eye;

Their task is closing—they have but to die.

Ask ye why fled they hither t—that their doom
Might be, to sink uufetter'd to the tomb.

And youth, in all its pride of strength, is there.

And buoyancy of spirit, form'd to daro

And suffer all things—fall'n on evil days.

Yet darting o'er the world an ardent gaze.

As on the arena where its powers may find

Full scope to strive for glory with mankind.

Such are the tenants of the mountain-hold.

The high in heart, unconquer'd, uneontroU'd

:
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By day, the huntsmen of the wild—by night,

Unwearied guardians of the watch-fire's hght,

They from their bleak majestic home have caught

A sterner tone of unsubmitting thought.

While all around them bids the soul arise

To blend with nature's dread sublimities.

—But these are lofty dreams, and must not be

'Where tyranny is near :—the bended knee.

The ej'e whose glance no inborn grandeur fires.

And the tamed heart, are tributes she requires

;

Nor must the dwellers of the rock look down
On regal conquerors, and defy their frown.

What warrior-band is toiling to explore

The mountain-pass, with pine-wood shadow'd o'er.

Startling with martial somids each rude recess.

Where the deep echo slept in loneliness?

These are the sons of Spain !—Your foes are near,

exiles of the wild sierra ! hear !

Hear ! wake ! arise ! and from your inmost caves

Pour like the torrent in its might of waves !

Who leads the invaders on 1—his features bear

The deep-worn traces of a calm despair

;

Yet his dark brow is haughty—and his eye

Speaks of a soul that asks not sympathy.

'Tis he ! 'tis he again ! the apostate chief;

He comes in all the sternness of his grief.

He comes, but changed in heart, no more to wield

Falchion for proud Castile in battle-field.

Against his country's children though he leads

Castilian bands again to hostile deeds

:

His hope is but from ceaseless pangs to fly.

To rush upon the Moslem spears, and die.

So shall remorse and love the heart release,

Which dares not dream of joy, but sighs for peace.

The mountain-echoes are awake—a sound

Of strife is ringing through the rocks around.

Within the steep defile that winds between

Chffs piled on clifi's, a dark, terrific scene,

"Wliere Moorish exile and Castilian knight

Are wildly mingling in the serried fight.

Red flows the foaming streamlet of the glen,

Whose bright transparence ne'er was stain'd till

then;

While swell the war-note and the clash of spears

To the bleak dwellings of the mountaineers,

Where thy sad daughters, lost Granada ! wait

In dread suspense the tidings of their fate.

But he—whose spirit, panting for its rest,

Would fain each sword concentrate in his breast—

-

Who, where a spear is pointed, or a lance

Aim'd at another's breast, would still advance

—

Courts death in vain ; each weapon glances by.

As if for him 'twere bliss too great to die.

Yes, Aben-Zurrah ! there are deeper woes

Reserved for thee ere nature's last repose

;

Thou know'st not yet what vengeance fate can

wreak.

Nor all the heart can suffer ere it break.

Doubtful and long the strife, and bravely fell

The sons of battle in that narrow dell

;

Youth in its light of beauty there hath pass'd,

And age, the weary, found repose at last

;

Till, few and faint, the Moslem tribes recoil.

Borne down by numbers and o'erpower'd by toil.

Dispersed, dishearten'd, through the pass they fly,

Pierce the deep wood, or mount the cliff on high

;

While Hamet's band in wonder gaze, nor dare

Track o'er their dizzy path the footsteps of despair.

Yet he, to whom each danger hath become

A dark delight, and every wild a home,

Still urges onward—undismay'd to tread

Where life's fond lovers would recoil with dread.

But fear is for the happy

—

they may shrink

From the steep precipice or torrent's brink

;

They to whom earth is paradise—their doom

Lends no stem courage to approach the tomb

:

Not such his lot, who, school'd by fate severe.

Were but too blest if aught remain'd to fear.i

Up the rude crags, whose giant masses throw

Eternal shadows o'er the glen below

;

And by the fall, whose many-tinctured spray

Half in a mist of radiance veils its way,

He holds his venturous track :—supported now

By some o'erhanging pine or ilex bough

;

Now by some jutting stone, that seems to dwell

Half in mid-air, as balanced by a spell.

Now hath his footstep gain'd the summit's head,

A level span, with emerald verdm-e spread,

A fairy circle—there tlie heath-flowers rise.

And the rock-rose unnoticed blooms and dies

;

And brightly plays the stream, ere yet its tide

In foam and thimder cleave the mountain side

:

But all is wild beyond—and Hamet's eye

Roves o'er a world of rude sublimity.

That dell beneath, where e'en at noon of day

Earth's charter'd guest, the simbeam, scarce can

stray;

Around, untrodden woods ; and far above,

Where mortal footstep ne'er may hope to rove.

Bare granite cUffs, whose flx'd, inherent dyes

Rival the tints that float o'er summer skies ;

'

* '• Plot h Dien que je craignisse !

'*

—

Andromaqtte.

^ Mrs Uadcliffe, in her journey along the banks of the

Rhine, thus describes tlie colours of granite roclis in tlie

mountains of tlie Bergstrasse. " The nearer we approaclied

these mountains, the more we had occasion to admire the
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And the pure glittering snow-realm, yet more high,

That scoma a part of heaven's eternity.

There ia no track of man where Hamct standa,

Pathless the scene as Lybia's desert sands

;

Yet on the calm still air a sound is heard

Of distant voices, and the gathering-word

Of Islam's tribes, now faint and fainter grown,

Now but the lingering echo of a tone.

That sound, whose cadence dies upon his ear.

He foUows, reckless if his bands are near.

On by the rushing stream his way he bends,

And through the mountain's forest zone ascends

;

Piercing the still and solitary shades

Of ancient pine, and dark luxuriant glades.

Eternal twilight's reign :—those mazes past.

The glowing sunbeams meet his eyes at last.

And the lone wanderer now hath reach'd the source

Whence the wave gushes, foaming on its course.

But there he pauses—for the lonely scene

Towers in such dread magnificence of mien,

And, mingled oft with some wild eagle's cry.

From rock-built eyrie rushing to the sky.

So deep the solemn and majestic sound

Of forests, and of waters murmuring rounds
That, rapt in wondering awe, his heart forgets

Its fleeting struggles and its vain regrets.

—What earthly feeling unabash'd can dwell

In nature's mighty presence ?—midst the swell

Of everlasting hiUs, the roar of floods.

And frown of rocks, and pomp of waving woods ?

These their own grandeur on the soul impress.

And bid each passion feel its nothingness.

Midst the vast marble cliffs, a lofty cave

Rears its broad arch beside the rushing wave

;

Shadow'd by giant oaks, and rude and lone.

It seems the temple of some power unknown,

Where earthly being may not dare intrude

To pierce the secrets of the solitude.

Yet thence at intervals a voice of wail

Is rising, wild and solemn, on the gale.

Did thy heart thrill, Hamet ! at the tone 1

Came it not o'er thee as a spirit's moan 1

Assomo loved sound that long from earth had fled,

The imforgotten accents of the dead !

various tints of their granites. Sometimes tiie precipices were

of a faint pink, then of a deep red, a dull purple, or a blush

approaching to lilac ; and sometimes gleams of a pale yellow

mingled with the low shrubs that grew upon their sides. The

day was cloudless and bright, and we were too near these

heights to be deceived by the illusions of ai}rial colouring ; the

real hues of their features were as beautiful as their magnitude

was sublime.*'

E'en thus it rose—and springing from his trance

His eager footsteps to the sound advance.

He mounts the clifi"s, he gains the cavern floor

;

Its dark green moss with blood is sprinkled o'er

:

He rushes on—and lo ! where Zayda rends

Her locks, as o'er her slaughter'd sire she bends,

Lost in despair ;—yet, as a step draws nigh.

Disturbing sorrow's lonely sanctity.

She lifts her head, and, all-subdued by grief.

Views with a wild sad smile the once-loved chief;

While rove her thoughts, unconscious of the past.

And every woe forgetting—but the last.

" Com'st thou to weep with me t—for I am left

Alone on earth, of every tie bereft.

Low Hes the warrior on hia blood-stain'd bier

;

His child may call, but he no more shall hear.

He sleeps—but never shall those eyes unclose

;

'Twas not my voice that lull'd him to repose

;

Nor can it break his slumbers.—Dost thou moumi
And is thy heart, like mine, with anguish torn t

Weep, and my soul a joy in grief shall know.

That o'er his grave my tears with Hamet's flow
'"

But scarce her voice had breathed that well-

known name.

When, swiftly ru.shing o'er her spirit, came

Each dark remembrance—^by aflliction's power

Awhile effaced in that o'erwhelming hour.

To wake with tenfold strength : 'twas then her eye

Resumed its light, her mien its majesty.

And o'er her wasted cheek a burning glow

Spreads, while her lips' indignant accents flow.

"Away! I dream ! Oh, how hath sorrow's might

Bow'd downmy soul, and quench'd itsnative light

—

That I should thus forget ! and bid thy tear

With mine be mingled o'er a father's bier

!

Did he not perish, haply by thy hand.

In the last combat w^ith thy ruthless band t

The mom beheld that conflict of despair :

—

'Twas then he fell— he fell!— and thou wert

there !

Thou ! who thy coimtry's children hast pursued

To their last refuge midst these mountains rude.

Was it for this I loved thee]—Thou hast taught

My soul all grief, all bitterness of thought

!

'Twill soon be past—I bow to heaven's decree.

Which bade each pang be minister'd by thee."

" I had not deem'd that aught remain'd below

For me to prove of yet untasted woe

;

But thus to meet thee, Zayda ! can impart

One more, one keener agony of heart.
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Oh, hear me yet !—I would have died to save

My foe, but still thy father, from the grave

;

But in the fierce confusion of the strife.

In my own stem despair and scom of life,

Borne wildly on, I saw not, knew not aught,

Save that to perish there in vain I sought.

And let me share thy sorrows !—hadst thou kno-ivn

AU I have felt in silence and alone,

E'en thou mightst then relent, and deem, at last,

A grief like mine might expiate all the past.

"But oh ! for thee, the loved and precioviB flower,

So fondly rear'd in luxury's guarded bower.

From every danger, every storm secured.

How hast thou suffer'd ! what hast thou endured

!

Daughter of palaces ! and can it be

That this bleak desert is a home for thee !

These rocks thy dwelling ! thou, who shouldst

have known

Of life the sunbeam and the smUe alone !

Oh, yet forgive !—be all my guUt forgot,

Nor bid me leave thee to so rude a lot
!

"

" That lot is fix'd
—

'twere fi-uitless to repine :

StUl must a gidf divide my fate from thine.

I may forgive—^but not at will the heart

Can bid its dark remembrances depart.

No, Hamet ! no !—too deeply are these traced
;

Yet the hour comes when all shall be effaced I

Not long on earth, not long, shall Zayda keep

Her lonely vigils o'er the grave to weep.

E'en now, prophetic of my early doom.

Speaks to my soul a presage of the tomb

;

And ne'er in vain did hopeless mourner feel

That deep foreboding o'er the bosom steal

!

Soon shall I slumber calmly by the side

Of him for whom I lived, and would have died

;

Till then, one thought shall soothe my orphan lot.

In pain and peril—I forsook him not.

"And now, farewell !—behold the summer-day

Is passing, Hke the dreams of life, away.

Soon will the tribe of him who sleeps draw nigh.

With the last rites his bier to sanctify.

Oh, yet in time, away !

—
'twere not my prayer

Could move their hearts a foe like thee to spare !

This hour they come—and dost thou scom to fly?

Save me that one last pang—to see thee die !"

E'en while she speaks is heard their echoing tread;

Onward they move, the kindred of the dead.

They reach the cave— they enter—slow their pace.

And calm deep sadness marks each mourner's face;

And all is hush'd, till he who seems to wait

In silent stem devotedness his fate.

Hath met their glance—then grief to fury turns;

Each mien is changed, each eye indignant bums.

And voices rise, and swords have left their sheath

:

Blood must atone for blood, and death for death !

They close around him : lofty still his mien.

His cheek unalter'd, and his brow serene.

Unheard, or heard in vain, is Zayda's cry

;

Fruitless her prayer, unmark'd her agony.

But as his foremost foes their weapons bend

Against the life he seeks not to defend.

Wildly she darts between—each feeling past.

Save strong affection, which prevails at last.

Oh, not in vain its daring !—for the blow

Aim'd at his heart hath bade her life-blood flow;

And she hath simk a martj'r on the breast

Where in that hour her head may calmly rest.

For he is saved ! Behold the Zegri band,

Pale with dismay and grief, around her stand

:

While, every thought of hate and vengeance o'er,

They weep for her who soon shall weep no more.

She, she alone is calm :—a fading smile,

Like sunset, passes o'er her cheek the while

;

And in her eye, ere yet it closes, dwell

Those last faint rays, the parting soul's farewell.

" Now is the conflict past, and I have proved

How well, how deeply thou hast been beloved I

Yes ! in an hour like this 'twere vain to hide

The heart so long and so severely tried :

Still to thy name that heart hath fondly thrill'd,

But sterner duties call'd—and were fulfiU'd.

And I am blest !—To every holier tie

My life was faithful,—and for thee I die

!

Nor shall the love so purified be vain

;

Sever'd on earth, we yet shall meet again.

Farewell !—And ye, at Zayda's dying prayer.

Spare him, my kindred tribe ! forgive and spare

!

Oh ! be his guilt forgotten in his woes,

While I, beside my sire, in peace repose."

Now fades her cheek, her voice hath sunk, and

death

Sits in her eye, and struggles in her breath.

One pang— 'tis past—her task on earth is done.

And the pure spirit to its rest hath flowTi.

But he for whom she died—oh ! who may paint

The grief to which all other woes were faint ?

There is no power in language to impart

The deeper pangs, the ordeals of the heart.

By the dread Searcher of the soul sur\-ey'd

:

These have no words—norare by words portray'd.

A dirge is rising on the mountain-air.

Whose fitfid swells its plaintive murmurs bear
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Far o'er tho Alpuxarras ;—wild its tone.

And rocks and caverns echo, "Thou art gone !"

" Daughter of heroes ! thou ai-t gone

To share his tomb who gave thee birth

:

Peace to the lovely spirit flown 1

It was not form'd for earth.

Thou wert a sunbeam in thy race.

Which brightly pass'd and left no trace.

" But calmly sleep !—for thou art free,

And hands unchain'd thy tomb shall raise.

Sleep ! they are closed at length for thee,

Life's few and evil days

!

Nor shalt thou watch, with tearful eye.

The lingering death of liberty.

" Flower of tho desert ! thou thy bloom

Didst early to the storm resign

:

We bear it still—and dai-k their doom
Who cannot weep for thine

!

For us, whose every hope is fled,

The time is past to mourn the dead.

" The days have been, when o'er thy bier

Far other strains than these had flow'd

;

Now, as a home from grief and fear.

We hail thy dark abode

!

We, who but linger to bequeath

Ovii sons the choice of chains or death.

" Thou art with those, the free, the brave.

The mighty of departed years

;

And for the slumberers of the grave

Our fate hath left no tears.

Though loved and lost, to weep were vain

For thee, who ne'er shalt weep again.

" Have we not seen despoil'd by foes

The land our fathers won of yore 1

And is there yet a pang for those

^\^lo gaze on this no more %

Oh, that like them 'twere ours to rest

!

Daughter of heroes ! thou art blest !

"

A few short years, and in the lonely cave

Where sleeps the Zegri maid, is Hamefs grave.

Sever'd in life, united in the tomb-
Such, of the hearts that loved so well, the doom !

Their dirge, of woods and waves th' eternal

moan

;

Their sepulchre, the pine-clad rocks alone.

And oft beside the midnight watch-fire's blaze.

Amidst those rocks, in long-departed days,

(When freedom fled, to hold, sequester'd there.

The stem and lofty councils of despair,)

Some exiled Moor, a warrior of the wild.

Who tho lone hours with mournful strains beguiled.

Hath taught his mountain-home the tale of those

Who thus have suffer'd, and who thus repose.

THE WIDOW OF CEESCENTIUS.

[" In the reign of Otho III. Emp«ror of Germany, the

Romans, excited by tlieir Consul, Crescentius, wlio ardently

desired to resture the ancient glory of the Republic, made a

bold attempt to shake off the Saxon yoke, and the authority

of the popes, whose vices rendered them objects of universal

contempt. The Consul was besieged by Otho in the Mole of

Hadrian, which long afterwards continued to be called the

Tower of Crescentius. Otho, after many unavailing attacks

upon this fortress, at last entered into negotiations ; and,

pledging Ins imperial word to respect the life of Crescentius,

and the rights of the Roman citizens, the unfortunate leader

was betrayed into his power, and immediately beheaded,

with many of his partisans. Stephania, his widow, conceal-

ing her affliction and her resentment for the insults to which

she had been exposed, secretly resolved to revenge her hus-

band and herself. On the return of Otho from a pilgrimage

to Mount Gargano, which perhaps a feeling of remorse had

induced him to undertake, she found means to be intro-

duced to him, and to gain his confidence ; and a poison ad-

ministered by her was soon afterwards the cause of his pain-

ful death."—Sr8.MONDl, History of the Italian liepubiics,

vol i.]

'* L'orage p€ut briser en un moment let fleurs qui tiennent encore Ift

tete levee."—Mad. dk Stael.

Midst Tivoli's luxuriant glades.

Blight-foaming falls, and olive shades,

Wliere dwelt, in days departed long.

The sons of battle and of song,

No tree, no shrub its foliage rears

But o'er the wrecks of other years.

Temples and domes, which long have been

The soil of that enchanted scene.

There the wild fig-tree and the vine

O'er Hadrian's mouldering villa twine ;

'

^ " J'<;tai3 all6 passer quelques jours souls h Tivoli. Je

parcourus les environs, et surtout celles de la Villa Adriana.

Surpris par la pluie au milieu de ma course, je me ri^'fugiai

dans les Salles des Tkermes voisins du PMlf, (raonuniens de

la villa,) sous un figuier qui avail renverstS le pan d'un mur
en s'^levant. Dans un petit salon octogone, ouvert devant

raoi, une vigne vicrge avait percd la voQte de r)5diflce, et son

gros cep lisse, rouge, et tortueux, montait le long du mur
comme un serpent. Autour demol, i traverslesarcadesdes

mines, s'ouvraient des points de vue sur la Camp.igne Ro-
maine. Des buissons de sureau remplissalent les salles H6-

sertes oil venaient se r^fugier quelques merles solitaires.
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The cypress, in funereal grace.

Usurps the vanish'd column's place ;

O'er fallen shrine and ruin'd frieze

The wall-flower rustles in the breeze

;

Acanthus-leaves the mai-ble hide

They once adom'd in sculptured pride;

And nature hath resumed her throne

O'er the vast works of ages flown.

Was it for this that many a pile,

Pride of Ilissus and of Nile,

To Anio's banks the image lent

Of each imperial monument 1
^

Now Athens weeps her shatter'd fanes,

Thy temples, Egypt, strew thy plains ;

And the proud fabrics Hadrian rear'd

From Tibur's vale have disappear'd.

We need no prescient sibyl there

The doom of grandeur to declare ;

Each stone, where weeds and ivy climb,

Beveals some oracle of Time

;

Each relic utters Fate's decree

—

The future as the past shall be.

Halls of the dead ! in Tibur's vale.

Who now shall tell your lofty tale 1

Who trace the high patrician's dome.

The bard's retreat, the hero's home 1

When moss-clad wrecks alone record

There dwelt the world's departed lord,

In scenes where verdure's rich array

Still sheds young beauty o'er decay.

And sunshine on each glowing hill

Midst ruins finds a dwelling still.

Sunk is thy palace—^but thy tomb,

Hadrian ! hath shared a prouder doom.^

Les fragmens de nLifonnerie ^taient tapissdes de feuilles de

scolopendre, dont la verdure satiiK^e se dessinait comma un

travail en mosaYque sur la blanclieur des mnrbres : 9^ et la de

hauts cypres reraplafaient les colonnes tomb^s dans ees palais

de la Mort ; Tacantlie sauvage rampait k leurs pieds, sur des

debris, eomrae si la nature s'^tait plu a reproduire sur ces

chefs-d'ceuvre mutilds d'architecture, rornement de leur

beauts pass(5e."

—

Chatbaubriand's Souvenirs d* Italic,

1 The gardens and buildings of Hadrian's villa were copies

of the most celebrated scenes and edifices in his dominions

—

the Lycffium, the Academia, the Prj-taneum of Athens, the

Temple of Serapis at Alexandria, the Vale of Tempo, &c.

2 The mausoleum of Hadrian, now the castle of St Angelo,

was first converted into a citadel by Belisarius, In his suc-

cessful defence of Rome against the Gotlis. •* Tlie lover of

the arts," says Gibbon, "must read with a sigh that the

works of Praxiteles and Lysippus were torn from their lofty

pedestals, and hurled into the ditch on the heads of the be-

siegers." He adds, in a note, that the celebrated Sleeping

Though vanish'd vrith the days of old

Its pillars of Corinthian mould
;

Though the fair forms by sculpture wrought.

Each bodying some immortal thought.

Which o'er that temple of the dead

Serene but solemn beauty shed.

Have found, like glory's self, a grave

In time's abyss or Tiber's wave ;

'

Yet dreams more lofty and more fair

Than art's bold hand hath imaged e'er.

High thoughts of many a mighty mind
Expanding when all else declined.

In twilight years, when only they

Recall'd the radiance pass'd away.

Have made that ancient pile their home.

Fortress of freedom and of Home.

There he, who strove in evil days

Again to kindle glory's rays.

Whose spirit sought a path of light

For those dim ages far too bright

—

Crescentius—^long maintain'd the strife

Which closed but with its martyr's life,

And left th' imperial tomb a name,

A heritage of holier fame.

There closed De Brescia's mission high,

From thence the patriot came to die ;*

Faun of the Barberini palace was found, in a mutilated state,

when the ditch of St Angelo was cleansed under Urban VIH.
In the middle ages, the Moles lladriani was made a per-

manent fortress by the Roman government, and bastions,

outworks, &c. were added to the original edifice, which Iiad

been stripped of its marble covering, its Corinthian pillars,

and the brazen cone which crowned its summit.

8 *• Les plus beaux monumens des arts, les plus admirables

statues, ont ^t^ jetties dans le Tibre, et sont cachdes sous

ses flots. Qui sjiit si, pour les chercber, on ne le d(5toumera

pas un jour de son lit ? Mais quand on songe que les chefs-

d'tpuvres du g(5niehumain sont peut-etre la devant nous, et

qu'un ceil plus per^aut les verrait a travers les ondes, Ton

<5prouve je ne sais quelle Amotion, qui ren.ait 4 Rome sans

cesse sous diverses formes, et fait trouver une socictd pour

la pensde dans les objets physiques, muets partout ailleurs."

—Mad. de Stael.

* Arnold de Brescia, the undaunted and eloquent champion

of Roman liberty, after unremitting eftbrts to restore the

ancient constitution of the republic, was put to death in tlie

year 1155 by Adrian IV. This event is thus described by

Sismondi, Uistoire des Repubttques Italicnnfs, vol. ii. pages

68 and 69. '• Le prtjfet demeura dans le chateau Saint

Ange avec son prisonnier : il le fit transporter un matin sur

la place destin^e aux executions, devant la porte du peuple.

Arnaud de Brescia, eiev6 sur un bflcher, fut attach^ a un

poteau, en face du Corso. II pouvoit m^surer des yeux les

trois longues rues qui aboutissoient devant son t^cbafaud ;

elles font presqu' une moiti^ de Rome. C'est Ih qu'habi-

toient les hommes qu'il avoit si souvent .nppel^s k la liberty,

lis reposoient encore en paLx, ignorant le danger de leur lijgis-

lateur. Le tumulte de I'ex^cution et la fiamme du bOclier
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And thou, whose Roman soul the last

Spoke with the voice of ages past,'

Whose thoughts so long from earth had fled

To mingle with the glorious dead.

That midst the world's degenerate race

They vainly sought a dweUiug-place,

Within that house of death didst brood

O'er visions to thy ruin woo'd.

Yet, worthy of a brighter lot,

Rienzi, be thy faults forgot !

For thou, when all around thee lay

Chain'd in the slumbers of decay

—

So sunk each heart, that mortal eye

Had scarce a tear for liberty-

Alone, amidst the darkness there,

Couldst gaze on Rome—yet not despair !

'

'Tis mom—and nature's richest dyes

Are floating o'er ItaUan skies

;

Tints of transparent lustre shine

Along the snow-clad Apennine
;

The clouds have left Soracte's height,

And yellow Tiber winds in light.

Where tombs and fallen fanes have strew'd

The wide Campagna's solitude.

'Tia sad amidst that scene to trace

Those relics of a vanish'd race
;

Yet, o'er the ravaged path of time

—

Such glory sheds that brilliant clime.

Where nature still, though empires fall.

Holds her triumphant festival

—

E'en desolation wears a smUe,

Where skies and sunbeams laugh the while
;

And heaven's own light, earth's richest bloom.

Array the ruin and the tomb.

But she, who from yon convent tower

Breathes the pure freshness of the hour

;

r(5veillerent les Romains ; ils s'arra^rent, ils accoururent,

mais trop tard ; et les coliortea du pape repousst-rent, avec

leurs lances, ceux qui, n'ayant pu Kiuver Arnaud, vouloient du

moins recueiUir ses cendres comme de pr^cieuses reliques."

1 *' Poattrity will compare the virtues and failings of this

extraordinary nian ; but in a long period of anarchy and ser-

vitude, the name of Kienzi has often been celebrated as the

deliverer of his country, and the hist of the Roman patriots."

—Gibbon's Dxline and Fall, &c. vol. xii. p. 3(!2.

3 ** Le consul Terentius Varron avoit fui Itonteusement

jusqu'li Venouse. Cet homme, de hi plus basse naissjince,

n'avoit H6 ilevi au consutat que pour mortifier la noblesse

:

mais le s^nat ne voulut pas jouir de ce malheureux tri-

omphe ; il vit corabien il i^toit nf^essaire qu'il s'attirdt dans

cette occasion hi contiance du peuple— il alia au-dcvant

Varron, et le remercia de ce qu'il n'avoit pas defscspifr^ de

la rfpubliquc."—Mo.n'tes^uibu's Grander et Decadence

dts Romains.

She, whose rich flow of raven hair

Streams wildly on the morning air.

Heeds not how fair the scene below.

Robed in Italia's brightest glow.

Though throned midst Latium's classic plains

Th' Eternal City's towers and fanes.

And they, the Pleiades of earth.

The seven proud hills of Empire's birth.

Lie spread beneath ; not now her glance

Roves o'er that vast sublime expanse

;

Inspired, and bright with hope, 'tis thrown

On Adrian's massy tomb alone
;

There, from the storm, when Freedom fled.

His faithful few Crescentius led

;

While she, his anxious bride, who now
Bends o'er the scene her youthful brow.

Sought refuge in the hallow'd fane.

Which then could shelter, not in vain.

But now the lofty strife is o'er.

And Liberty shall weep no more.

At length imperial Otho's voice

Bids her devoted sons rejoice
;

And he, who battled to restore

The glories and the rights of yore.

Whose accents, like the clai'ion's sound.

Could burst the dead repose around.

Again his native Rome shall see

The sceptred city of the free !

And young Stephania waits the hour

When leaves her lord his fortress-tower

—

Her ardent heart with joy elate.

That seems beyond the reach of fate ;

Her mien, like creature from above.

All vivified with hope and love.

Fair is her form, and in her eye

Lives all the soul of Italy ;

A meaning lofty and inspired,

As by her native day-star flred

;

Such wild and high expression, fraught

With glances of impassion'd thought,

As fancy sheds, in visions bright.

O'er priestess of the God of Light

;

And the dark locks that lend her face

A youthful and luxuriant grace,

Wave o'er her cheek, whose kindling dyes

Seem from the fire within to rise.

But deepen'd by the burning heaven

To her own land of sunbeams given.

Italian art that fervid glow

Would o'er ideal beauty throw,

And with such ardent life express

Her high-wrought dreams of loveliness,

—
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Dreams which, surviving Empire's fall,

The shade of glory BtUl recall

But see !—the banner of the brave

O'er Adrian's tomb hath ceased to wave.

'Tis lower'd—and now Stephania's eye

Can well the martial train descry.

Who, issuing from that ancient dome.

Pour through the crowded streets of Rome.

Now from her watch-tower on the height.

With step as fabled wood-nymph's light.

She flies—and swift her way pursues

Through the lone convent's avenues.

Dark cypress groves, and fields o'erspread

With records of the conquering dead.

And paths which track a glowing waste,

She traverses iu breatliless haste

;

And by the tombs where dust is shrined

Once tenanted by loftiest mind.

Still passing on, hath reach'd the gate

Of Rome, the proud, the desolate !

Throng'd are the streets, and, stUl renew'd,

Rush on the gathering multitude.

—Is it their high-soul'd chief to greet

That thus the Roman thousands meet t

With names that bid their thoughts ascend,

Crescentius ! thine in song to blend

;

And of triumphal days gone by

Recall th' inspiring pageantry ?

—There is an air of breatliless dread.

An eager glance, a hurrying tread

;

And now a fearful silence round.

And now a- fitful murmuring sound.

Midst the pale crowds, that almost seem

Phantoms of some tumultuous dream.

Quick is each step and wild each mien,

Portentous of some awful scene.

Bride of Crescentius ! as the throng

Bore thee with whelming force along,

How did thine anxious heart beat high,

Till rose suspense to agony !

—

Too brief suspense, that soon shall close.

And leave thy heart to deeper woes.

Who midst yon guarded precinct stands.

With fearless mien but fetter'd hands 1

The ministers of death are nigh.

Yet a calm grandeur lights his eye

;

And in his glance there lives a mind
Which was not form'd for chains to bind.

But cast in such heroic moiild

As theirs, th' ascendant ones of old.

Crescentius ! freedom's daring son.

Is this the guerdon thou hast won ]

Oh, worthy to have lived and died

Iu the bright days of Latium's pride I

Thus must the beam of glory close

O'er the seven hills again that rose.

When at thy voice, to bm-st the yoke.

The soul of Rome indignant woke 3

Vain dream ! the sacred shields are gone,^

Sunk is the crowning city's throne :

^

Th' illusions, that around her cast

Their guardian spells, have long been past.'

Thy life hath been a shot-star's ray.

Shed o'er her midnight of decay

;

Thy death at freedom's ruin'd shrine

Must rivet ever)' chain—^but thine.

Calm is his aspect, and his eye

Now fix'd upon the deep blue sky.

Now on those wrecks of ages fled

Around in desolation spread

—

Arch, temple, column, worn and gray,

Recording triumphs pass'd away

;

1 Of the sacred bucklers, or ancilla of Rome, which were

kept in the temple of Mars, Plutarch gives the following

account :
—" Iu the eighth year of Numa's reign, a pestilence

prevailed in Italy ; Home also felt its rav<ages. While the

people were greatly dejected, we are told that a brazen buckler

fell from heaven into the hands of Numa. Of this he gave a

very wonderful account, received from Egeria and the Muses

:

that the buckler was sent down for the preservation of the

city, and should be kept with great care ; that eleven others

should be made as like it as possible in size and fashion, in

order that, if any person were disposed to steal it, he might

not be able to distinguish that which fell from heaven from

the rest. lie further declared, that the place, and the mea-

dows about it, wliere he frequently conversed with the

Muses, should be consecrated to those divinities ; and that

the spring which watered the ground should be sacred to the

use of the Vestal Vu-gins, daily to sprinkle and purify

their temple. The immediate cess.ition of the pestilence is

said to have confirmed the truth of this account. "^XT/fe of

Numa.
2 ** Who hath taken this counsel against Tyre, the crowning

dty, whose merchants are princes, whose traffickers are the

honourable of the earth ?
"

—

Isaiah, chap. 23.

8 " Un melange bizarre de grandeur d'&me et de foiblesse

entroit dts cette (5poque '.Tonzifeme si6cle) dans le caract^re

des Romains. XTn mouvement giJndreux vers les grandes

choses faisoit place tout-a-coup a I'abattement ; lis passoient

de la liberty la plus orageuse, a la servitude la plus avilis-

sante. On auroit dit que les mines et les portiques ddserts

de la capitale du monde, entretenoient ses habitans dans le

sentiment de leur impuissance ; au milieu de ces monumens

de leur domination pas8(?e, les citoyens ^prouvoient d'une

manidre trop diicourageante leur propre nullity. Le noni des

Remains qu*ils portoient ranimoit frdquemraent leur enthou-

siasme, comme il le ranime encore aujourd'hui ; mas bientdt

la vue de Rome, du forum desert, des sept collines de nouveau

rendues au pMurage des troupeaux, des temples d^sol(5s, des

monumens tombant en mine, les ramenoit k sentir qu'ils

n'^toient plus les Romains d'autrefois."

—

Sishondi, Bittoire

des li<!piibliqu£t Itatknnci, vol. i. p. 172.
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Works of the mighty and the free,

Whose steps on earth no more shall be,

Though their bright course hath left a trace

Nor years nor sorrows can efface.

Why changes now the patriot's mien,

Erewhilo so loftily serene 1

Thus can approaching death control

The might of that commauding soul

!

No !—Heard ye not tliat thrilling cry

Which told of bitterest agony ]

ffe heard it, and at once, subdued.

Hath sunk the hero's fortitude.

Ife heard it, and his heart too well

Whence rose that voice of woe can tell

;

And midst the ganing throngs around

One well-known form his glance hath found

—

One fondly loving and beloved.

In grief, in peril, faitliful proved.

Yes ! in the wildness of despair.

She, his devoted bride, is there.

Pale, breathless, through the crowd she

flies,

The light of frenzy in her eyes

:

But ere her arms can clasp the form

Which life ere long must cease to warm

—

Ere on his agonising breast

Her heart can heave, her head can rest

—

Check'd in her course by ruthless hands.

Mute, motionless, at once she stands

;

With bloodless check and vacant glance.

Frozen and fix'd in horror's trance

;

Spell-bound, as every sense were fled.

And thought o'erwhelm'd, and feeling dead ;

And the light waving of her hair.

And veil, far floating on the air.

Alone, in that dread moment, show

She is no sculptured form of woe.

The scene of grief and death is o'er.

The patriot's heart shall throb no more :

j

But hers—so vainly form'd to prove

I

The pure devotedness of love.

And draw from fond affection's eye

All thought sublime, all feeling high

—

j

When consciousness again shall wake.

Hath now no refuge but to break.

The spirit long inured to pain

May smile at fate in calm disdain.

Survive its darkest hour, and rise

In more majestic enei'gies.

But in the glow of vernal pride,

If each warm hope at once hath died.

Then sinks the mind, a blighted flower,

Dead to the simbeam and the shower

;

A broken gem, whose inborn light

Is scatter'd—ne'er to re-unite.

Hast thou a scene that is not spread

With records of thy glory fled I

A monument that doth not tell

The tale of liberty's farewell f

ItaUa ! thou art but a grave

Where flowers luxuriate o'er the brave.

And nature gives her treasures birth

O'er all that hath been great on earth.

Yet smile thy heavens as once they smiled

When thou wert freedom's favour'd child

:

Though fane and tomb alike are low.

Time hath not dimm'd thy sunbeam's glow

;

And, robed in that exulting ray.

Thou seem'st to triumph o'er decay

—

Oh, yet, though by thy sorrows bent.

In nature's pomp magnificent

!

What marvel if, when all was lost.

Still on thy bright enchanted coast.

Though many an omen warn'd him thence,

Linger'd the lord of eloquence,^

1 ** As for Cicero, he was carried to Ast>Ta, where, finding

a vessel, lie immediately went on board, and coasted along

to CircKura with a favourable wind. The pilots were pre-

paring immediately to s.ail from thence, but whether it was

that he feared the sea, or had not yet given up all his hopes

in C£es,ar, he disembarked, and travelled a hundred furlongs

on foot, as if Rome had been the place of his destination.

Repenting, however, afterwards, he left that road, and made

again for the sea. He passed the night in the most per-

plexing and horrid thoughts ; insomuch, that he was some-

times inclined to go privately into Ca-sar's liouse, and stab

himself upon tile altar of his domestic gods, to bring the

divine vengeance upon his betrayer. But he was deterred

from this by the fear of torture. ,
Other alternatives, equally

distressful, presented themselves. At last he put himself in

the hands of his servants, and ordered tliem to carry him by

sea to Cajeta, where he had a delightful retreat in the sum-

mer, when the Etesian winds set in. Tliere was a temple of

Apollo on that coast, from which a flight of crows came with

great noise tow-irds Cicero's vessel as it w.as maldng land.

They perched on both sides the sail-yard, where some sat

cro.iUing, and others pecking the ends of the ropes. AU
looked upon this as an ill omen ; yet Cicero went on shore,

and, entering his house, lay down to repose himself. In the

meantime a number of the crows settled in the chamber-

window, and croaked in the most doleful manner. One of

them even entered it, and, aligliting on the bed, attempted

with its beak to draw off the clothes with which he had

covered his face. On si'.;ht of this, the servants began to

reproach themselves. ' Shall we,' 8;iid they, ' remain to be

specUitors of our ma-ster's murder ? Shall we not protect

him, so innocent and so great a sufferer as he is, when the
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Still gazing on the lovely sky,

Whose radiance woo'd him—but to die 1

Like him, who would not linger there.

Where heaven, earth, ocean, all are fair 1

Who midst thy glowing scenes could dwell.

Nor bid awhile his griefs farewell t

Hath not thy pure and genial air

Balm for all sadness but despair!'

No ! there are pangs whose deep-worn trace

Not all thy magic can efface !

Hearts by unkindness wrung may learn

The world and all its gifts to spurn

;

Time may steal on with silent tread,

And dry the tear that mourns the dead.

May change fond love, subdue regret.

And teach e'en vengeance to forget

:

But thou. Remorse ! there is no charm

Thy sting, avenger, to disarm !

Vain are bright suns and laughing skies

To soothe thy \-ictim's agonies :

The heart once made thy burning throne.

Still, while it beats, is thine alone.

In vain for Otho's joyless eye

Smile the fair scenes of Italy,

As through her landscapes' rich array

Th' imperial pilgrim bends his way.

Thy form, Crescentius ! on his sight

Rises when nature laughs in light.

Glides round him at the midnight hour.

Is present in his festal bower.

With awful voice and frowning mien.

By all but him unheard, unseen.

Oh ! thus to shadows of the grave

Be every tyrant still a slave 1

Where, through Gargano's woody dells.

O'er bending oaks the north wind swells,^

brute creatures give him marlis of their care and attention ?
*

Then, partly by entreaty, partly by force, they got him into

his Utter, and carried him towards the sea."

—

Plutarch,

Li/e qf Cicero.

^ " Now purer air

Meets his approach, and to the heart inspires

Vernal delight and joy, able to drive

All sadness but despair."

—

Milton.

2 Mount Gargano. '* This ridge of mountains forms a very

large promontory advancing into tlie Adriatic, and separated

from the Apennines on the west by the plains of Lucera and

San Severo. We took a ride into the heart of the mountains

through shady dells and noble woods, which brought to our

minds the venerable groves that in ancient times bent with

the loud wmds sweeping along the rugged sides of Garganus

:

* AquilonlbuB

Querceta Gargani laborant,

Et folilfl Tiduantur omi.'—Horace.

A sainted hermit's lowly tomb

Is bosom'd in umbrageous gloom,

In shades that saw him live and die

Beneath their waving canopy.

'Twas his, as legends tell, to share

The converse of immortals there

;

Around that dweller of the wild

There " bright appearances" have smiled.

And angel-wings at eve have been

Gleaming the shadowy boughs between.

And oft from that secluded bower

Hath breathed, at midnight's calmer hour,

A swell of viewless harps, a sound

Of warbled anthems pealing round.

Oh, none but voices of the sky

Might wake that thrilling harmony.

Whose tones, whose very echoes made

An Eden of the lonely shade !

Years have gone by ; the hermit sleeps

Amidst Gargano's woods and steeps

;

Ivy and flowers have half o'ergrowu

And veil'd his low sepulchral stone

:

Yet stUl the spot is holy, still

Celestial footsteps haunt the hill

;

And oft the awe-struck mountaineer

Aerial vesper-hymns may hear

Around those forest-precincts float.

Soft, solemn, clear, but still remote.

Oft will Affliction breathe her plaint

To that rude shrine's departed saint.

And deem that spirits of the blest

There shed sweet influence o'er her breast.

And thither Otho now repairs.

To soothe his soul with vows and prayers
;

And if for him, on holy ground.

The lost one. Peace, may yet be found.

Midst rocks and forests, by the bed

Where calmly sleep the sainted dead.

She dwells, remote from heedless eye.

With nature's lonely majesty.

Vain, vain the search !—his troubled breast

Nor vow nor penance lulls to rect

:

The weary pilgrimage is o'er,

The hopes that chccr'd it are no more.

Then sinks his soul, and day by day

Youth's buoyant energies decay.

** There is still a respectable forest of evergreen and com-

mon oak, pine, hornbeam, chestnut, and manna-ash. Tfce

sheltered valleys are industriously cultivated, and seem to be

blest with luxuriant vegetation."

—

Swi.vbur.vk's TravcU,

• ** In yonder nether world where shall I seek

Uis bright appearances, or footstep trace ?
**—MiLTOir.
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And rouse tli' inspiiing soul of song

To speed the banquet's hour along !

—

The feast is spread, and music's call

Is echoing through the royal hall.

And banners wave and trophies shine

O'er stately guests in glittering line

;

And Otho seeks awhile to chase

The thoughts he never can erase,

And bid the voice, whose murmurs deep

Rise like a spirit on his sleep

—

The still small voice of conscience—die,

Lost in the din of revelry.

On his pale brow dejection lowers,

But that shall jdeld to festal hours

;

A gloom is in his faded eye.

But that from music's power shall fly

;

His wasted cheek is wan with care.

But mirth shall spread fresh crimson there.

Wake, Guido ! wake thy numbers high.

Strike the bold chord exultingly !

And pour upon the enraptured ear

Such strains as warriors love to hear !

Let the rich mantling goblet flow.

And banish aught resembling woe

;

And if a thought intrude, of power

To mar the bright convivial hour,

Still must its influence lurk unseen.

And cloud the heart—but not the mien !

Away, vain dream !—on Otho's brow.

Still darker lower the shadows now

;

Changed are his features, now o'erspread

With the cold paleness of the dead

;

Now crimson'd with a hectic dye.

The burning flush of agony !

His lip is quivering, and his breast

Heaves with convulsive pangs opprcss'd

;

Now his dim eye seems fix'd and glazed.

And now to heaven in anguish raised

;

And as, with unavailing aid.

Around him throng his guests dismay'd.

He sinks—while scarce his struggling breath

Hath power to falter
—"This is death !"

Then rush'd that haughty child of song.

Dark Guido, through the awe-struck throng.

Fill'd with a strange delirious light.

His kindling eye shone wildly bright;

And on the sufi'erer's mien awhile

Gazing with stern vindictive smile,

A feverish glow of triumph dyed

His burning cheek, while thus he cried ;

—

" Yes ! these are death-pangs—on thy brow

Is set the seal of vengeance now !

Oh ! well was mix'd the deadly draught,

And long and deeply hast thou quaff'd;

And bitter as thy pangs may be,

They are but guerdons meet from me !

Yet these are but a moment's throes

—

Howe'er intense, they soon shall close.

Soon shalt thou yield thy fleeting breath

—

My life hath been a lingering death,

Since one dark hour of woe and crime,

A blood-spot on the page of time !

" Deem'st thou my mind of reason void ?

It is not frenzied—but destroy'd !

Ay ! view the wreck with shuddering thought

—

That work of ruin thou hast wrought

!

The secret of thy doom to tell.

My name alone suffices well

!

Stephania !—once a hero's bride !

Otho ! thou know'st the rest

—

he died.

Yes ! trusting to a monarch's word.

The Roman fell, untried, unheard I

And thou, whose every pledge was vain,

How couldst thou trust in aught again '!

" He died, and I was changed—my soul,

A lonely wanderer, spum'd control

From peace, and hght, and glory hurl'd.

The outcast of a purer world,

I saw each brighter hope o'erthrowTi,

And lived for one dread task alone.

The task is closed, fulfiU'd the vow—
The hand of death is on thee now.

Betrayer ! in thy turn betray'd.

The debt of blood shall soon be paid !

Thine hour is come—the time hath been

My heart had shrunk from such a scene

;

That feeUng long is past—my fate

Hath made me stern as desolate.

"Ye that around me shuddering stand,

Ye chiefs and princes of the land !

Mourn ye a guilty monarch's doom 1

Ye wept not o'er the patriot's tomb !

He sleeps unhonour'd—yet be mine

To share his low, neglected shrine.

His soul with freedom finds a home,

His gi-ave is that of glory—Rome !

Are not the great of old with her.

That city of the sepulchre ?

Lead me to death ! and let me share.

The slumbci-s of the mighty there !"

The day departs—that fearful day

Fades in calm loveUness away

:
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From purjilo heavens its lingering beam

Seems melting into Tiber's stream,

And softly tints each Roman hill

With glorying light, as clear and still

As if, unstain'd by crime or woe.

Its hours had pass'd in silent flow.

The day sets calmly—it hath been

Mark'd with a strange and awful scene

:

One guilty bosom throbs no more,

And Otho's pangs and life are o'er.

And thou, ere yet another sun

His burning race hath brightly run.

Released from anguish by thy foes.

Daughter of Rome ! shalt find repose.

Yes ! on thy country's lovely sky

Fix yet once more thy parting eye !

A few short hours—and all shall be

The silent and the past for thee.

Oh ! thus with tempests of a day

We struggle, and we pass away,

Like the wild billows as they sweep.

Leaving no vestige on the deep !

And o'er thy dark and lowly bed

The sons of future days shall tread.

The pangs, the conflicts, of thy lot.

By them unknown, by thee forgot.

THE LAST BANQUET OF ANTONY AND
CLEOPATRA.

[" Antony, concluding that he could not die more honour-

ably tlian in battle, determined to attack Caesar at tlie same

time both by sea and land. The night preceding tlie execu-

tion of this design , he ordered his servants at supper to render

him tlicir best services tliat eveiung, and till the wine round

plentifully, for the day following they miglit belong to anotlier

master, whilst he lay extended on tlie ground, no longer of

consequence either to them or to himself. Ilia friends were

affected, and wept to hear Iiim Utlk thus ; which when he

perceived, he encouraged them by assurances that his expec-

tations of a glorious victory were at least equal to those of an

honourable death. At the dead of night, when universal

silence reisned through the city—a silence that was deepened

by the awful thought of the ensuing day—on a sudden was

heard the sound of musical instruments, and a noise which

resembled the exclamations of Bacchanals. This tumultuous

procession seemed to p.ass through the whole city, and to go

out at the gate which led to the enemy's camp. Those who
reflected on this prodigy concluded that B.acchus, the god

whom Antony affected to imitate, had then forsaken him."^

Lanouor.vk's Plutarch.']

Tht foes had girt thee with their dread array,

stately Alexandria !—yet the sound

Of mirth and music, at the close of day,

Swell'd from thy splendid fabrics far around

O'er camp and wave. Within the royal hall.

In gay magnificence the feast was spread
;

And, brightly streaming from the pictured wall,

A thousand lamps their trembling lustre shed

O'er many a column, rich with precious dyes.

That tinge the marble's vein, 'neath Afric's burn-

ing skies.

And soft and clear that wavering radiance play'd

O'er sculptured forms, that round the pillar'd

scene

Calm and majestic rose, by art array'd

In godlike beauty, awfully serene.

Oh ! how unlike the troubled guests, reclined

Round that luxurious board !—in every face

Some shadow from the tempest of the mind,

Rising by fits, the searching eye might trace.

Though vainly mask'd in smiles which are not

mirth, [of earth.

But the proud spirit's veil thrown o'er the woes

Their brows are bound with wreaths, whose

transient bloom

May still survive the wearers—and the rose

Perchance may scarce be wither'd, when the tomb

Receives the mighty to its dark repose !

The day must dawn on battle, and may set

In death—but fill the mantling wine-cup high !

Despair is fearless, and the Fates e'en yet

Lend her one hour for parting revehy.

They who the empire of the world possess'd

Would taste its joys again, ere all exchanged for rest.

Its joys ! oh, mark yon proud Triumvir's mien.

And read their annals on that brow of care !

Midst pleasure's lotus-bowers his steps have been

:

Earth's brightest pathway led him to despair.

Trust not the glance that fain would yet inspire

The buoyant energies of days gone by

;

There is delusion in its meteor fire.

And all within is shame, is agony !

Away ! the tear in bitterness may flow, [woo.

But there are smiles which bear a stamp of deeper

Thy cheek is sunk, and faded as thy fame,

lost, devoted Roman ! yet thy brow.

To that ascendant and undying name.

Pleads with stern loftiness thy right e'en now.

Thy glory is departed, but hath left

A lingering light around thee : in decay

Not less than kingly—though of all bereft.

Thou seem'st as empire had not pa.ss'd away.

Supreme in ruin ! teaching hearts elate

A deep prophetic dread of still mysterious fate I
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But thou, enchantress queen ! whose love hath

made

His desolation—thou art by his side,

In all thy sovereignty of charms array'd.

To meet the storm with still unconquer'd pride.

Imperial being ! e'en though many a stain

Of error be upon thee, there is power

In thy commanding nature, which shall reign

O'er the stem genius of misfortime's hour
;

And the dark beauty of thy troubled eye

E'en now is all illumed with wild sublimity.

Thine aspect, all impassiou'd, wears a light

Inspiring and inspired—thy cheek a dye.

Which rises not from joy, but yet is bright

With the deep glow of feverish energy.

Proud siren of the Nile ! thy glance is fraught

With an immortal fire—in every beam
It darts, there kindles some heroic thought.

But wild and awful as a sibyl's dream

;

For thou with death hast communed to attain

Dread knowledge of the pangs that ransom from

the chain.^

And the stem courage by such musings lent.

Daughter of Afric ! o'er thy beauty throws

The grandeur of a regal spirit, blent

With all the majesty of mighty woes :

While he, so fondly, fatally adored,

Thy fallen Roman, gazes on thee yet.

Till scarce the soul that once exulting soar'd

Can deem the day-star of its glory set

;

Scarcehischarm'd heart believes that powercan be

In sovereign fate, o'er him thus fondly loved by
thee.

But there is sadness in the eyes around.

Which mark that ruin'd leader, and survey

His changeful mien, whence oft the gloom profoimd

Strange triumph chases haughtily away.

"FUl the bright goblet, warrior guests !" he cries;

" Quaff, ere we part, the generous nectar deep

!

Ere simset gild once more the western skies

Your chief in cold forgetfulness may sleep

;

While soimds of revel float o'er shore and sea.

And the red bowlagain is crown'd—but not for me.

* Cleopatra made a collection of poisonous dnigs, and being

desirous to know which was least painful in tlie operation,

she tried them on the capit.il convicts. Such poisons as were

quick in their operation, she found to be attended with violent

pain and convulsions ; such as were milder were slow in their

effect : she therefore applied herself to the examination of

venomous creatures ; and at length she found that the bite

of the asp was the most eligible kind of death, for it brought

on a gradual kind of lethargy.

—

See Plutarch.

" Yet weep not thus. The struggle is not o'er,

victors of Philippi ! many a field

Hath yielded palms to us : one effort more !

By one stem conflict must our doom be seal'd.

Forget not, Romans ! o'er a subject world

How royally your eagle's wing hath spread.

Though, from his eyrie of dominion hurl'd.

Now bursts the tempest on his crested head !

Yet sovereign still, if banish'd from the sky.

The Sim's indignant bird, he must not droop—but

die."

The feast is o'er. 'Tis night, the dead of night

—

Unbroken stillness broods o'er earth and deep

;

From Egypt's heaven of soft and starry light

The moon looks cloudless o'er a world of

sleep.

For those who wait the mom's awakening beams.

The battle-signal to decide their doom.

Have sunk to feverish rest and troubled dreams;

—

Rest that shall soon be calmer in the tomb ;

Dreams dark and ominous, but there to cease.

When sleep the lords of war in solitude and peace.

Wake, slimiberers ! wake ! Hark ! heard ye not

a soimd

Of gathering tumult ?—Near and nearer still

Its murmur swells. Above, below, aroimd.

Bursts a strange chorus forth, confused and
shrill.

Wake, Alexandria ! through thy streets the tread

Of steps unseen is huiTying, and the note

Of pipe, and lyre, and trumpet, wild and dread.

Is heard upon the midnight air to float

;

And voices, clamorous as in frenzied mirth.

Mingle their thousand tones, which are not of the

earth.

These are no mortal sounds—^their thrilling strain

Hath more mysterious power, and birth more
high

;

And the deep horror chilling every vein

Owns them of stem terrific augury.

Beings of worlds unknown ! ye pass away,

ye invisible and awful throng !

Your echoing footsteps and resounding lay

To Caesar's camp exulting move along.

Thy gods forsake thee, Antony ! the sky

By that dread sign reveals thy doom—" Despair

and die !"^

2 " To-morrow in the battle think on me,

And fall thy edgeless sword ; despair and die !

'

Richard III.
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ALARIC IN ITALY.

[After describing: the conquest of Greece and Italy by tbe

Gentian and Scythian hordes united under the command of

Alaric, the historian of The Decline and Fall of the Roman

Empire tlms proceeds :—** Whether fame, or conquest, or

riciies, were tlie object of Alaric, he pursued tliat object with

an indefatig-able ardour, wliich could neither be quelled by

adversity nor satiated by success. No sooner had he i-eached

tlie extreme land of Italy, than he was attracted by the

neighbouring prospect of a fair and peaceful island. Yet even

the possession of Sicily he considered only as an intermediate

step to the important expedition which he already meditated

against the continent of Africa. The straits of Uhegium and

Messina are twelve miies in length, and, in the narrowest

passage, about one mile and a half broad ; and the fabulous

monsters of the deep— the rocks of Scylla and the whirlpool of

Charybdis—could terrify none but the most timid and unskilful

mariners : yet, as soon as the tlrst division of the Goths had

embarked, a sudden tempest arose, which sunk or scattered

many of the transports. Their courage was daunted by the

terrors of a new element ; and the whole design was defeated

by the premature death of Alaric, svhich fixed, after a short

illness, the fata! term of his conquests. Tbe ferocious cha-

racter of the barbarians was displayed in the funeral of a

hero, whose valour and fortune they celebrated with mourn-

ful applause. By the labour of a captive multitude, they

forcibly diverted the course of the Busentinus, a small river

that washes the walla of Consentia. The royal sepulchre,

adorned with tbe splendid spoils and trophies of Rome, was

constructed in the vacant bed ; the waters were then restored

to their natural channel, and the secret spot where the re-

mains of Alaric had been deposited was for ever concealed by

the inhuman massacre of the prisoners who liad been em-

ployed to execute the work."

—

DrcUncand Fall of the Roman
Empire, vol. v. p. 329.]

Heard ye the Gothic trumpet's blast ]

The march of hosts as Alaric pass'd ]

His steps have track'd that glorious clime,

The birth-place of heroic time

;

But he, in northern deserts bred,

Spared not the living for the dead,^

Nor heard the voice whose pleading cries

From temple and from tomb arise.

He pass'd—the light of burning fanes

Hath been his torch o'er Grecian plains

;

I After the Liking of Athens by SylLa, •' though such

numbers were put to the sword, there were as many who laid

violent hands upon themselves in grief for their sinking coun-

try. What reduced the best men among them to this despair

of finding any mercy or moderate terms for Athens, was the

well-known cruelty of Sylla : yet, partly by the intercession of

Midias and Calliphon, and the exiles who threw themselves

at his feet—partly by the entreaties of the senators who
attended him in that expedition, and being himself satiatcil

with blood besides, he was at last prevailed upon to stop his

hand ; and in compliment to the ancient Athenians, he said.

* he forgave the many for the sake of the few, the living for

the dead,' "—Plutarch.

And woke they not—the bravo, the free,

To guard their own Thermopylae ]

And left they not their silent dwelling.

When Scythia's note of war was swelling ?

No ! where the bold Three Hundred slept,

Sad freedom battled not—but wept

!

For nerveless then the Spartan's hand,

And Thebes could rouse no Sacred Band

;

Nor one high soul from slumber broke

When Athens own'd the northern yoke.

But was there none for thee to dare

The conflict, scorning to despair]

City of the seven proud hills !

Whose name e'en yet the spirit thrills,

As doth a clarion's battle-call

—

Didst thou, too, ancient empress, fall 1

Did no Camillus from the chain

Ransom thy Capitol again 1

Oh, who shall tell the days to be

No patriot rose to bleed for thee I

Heard ye the Gothic trumpet's blast 1

The march of hosts as Alaric pass'd ]

That fearful sound, at midnight deep,^

Burst on the Eternal City's sleep :

—

How woke the mighty ] She whose will

So long had bid the world be still,

Her sword a sceptre, and her eye

Th' ascendant star of destiny I

She woke—to view the dread array

Of Scythians rushing to their prey.

To hear her streets resound the cries

Pour'd from a thousand agonies

!

Wlxilo the strange light of flames, that gave

A ruddy glow to Tiber's wave.

Bursting in that terrific hour

From fane and palace, dome and tower,

Reveal'd the throngs, for aid divine,

Clinging to many a worshipped shrine :

Fierce fitful radiance wildly shed

O'er spear and sword, with carnage red.

Shone o'er the suppHant and the flying.

And kindled pyres for Eomans dying.

Weep, Italy ! alas, that e'er

Should tears alone thy wrongs declare I

2 " At the hour of midnight the Salarian gate was silently

opened, and the inhabitants were awakened by tbe tremen-

dous sound of the Gothic trumpet. Eleven hundred and
sixty-three years after the foundation of Rome, the imperial

city, whicii had subdued and civilised so considerable a por-

tion of mankind, was delivered to the licentious fury of the

tribes of Germany and Scythia."

—

IkcHne and FaU qfthe

Roman Empire, vol v. p. 311.
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And hollow in the torrent's bed

A chamber for the mighty dead.

The work is done—the captive's hand

Hath well obey'd his lord's command.

Within that royal tomb are cast

The richest trophies of the past,

The wealth of many a stately dome,

The gold and gems of plxinder'd Rome;

And when the midnight stars are beaming.

And ocean waves in stillness gleaming.

Stem in their grief, his warriors bear

The Chastener of the Nations there ;

To rest at length from victory's toil.

Alone, with all an empire's spoil I

Then the freed current's rushing wave

Rolls o'er the secret of the grave

;

Then streams the martyr'd captives' blood

To crimson that sepulchral flood,

Whose conscious tide alone shall keep

The mystery in its bosom deep.

Time hath past on since then—and swept

From earth the ums where heroes slept

;

Temples of gods and domes of kings

Are mouldering with forgotten things

;

Yet not shall ages e'er molest

The viewless home of Alaric'a rest

:

Still rolls, like them, the unfailing river,

The guardian of Iiis dust for ever.

THE WIFE OF ASDRUBAL.

[*' This governor, who Iiad braved death when it was at a

distance, and protested tliat the sun should never see him

survive Cartilage—this fierce Asdrubal was so mean-spirited

as to come alone, and privately throw himself at the con-

queror's feet. The general, pleased to see liis proud rival

humbled, granted his life, and kept him to grace his triumph.

The Cartliaginians in the citadel no sooner understood tliat

their commander liad abandoned the place, than they threw

open the gates, and put tite proconsul in possession of ByTsa.

The Romans h.ad now no enemy to contend with but the nine

hundred deserters, who, being reduced to despair, retired into

tlie temple of Esculapius, which was a second citadel witljin

the first : there the proconsul attacked them ; and these un-

happy wretches, finding there was no way to escipe, set fire

to the temple. As the flames spread, they retreated from one

part to anotlier, till they got to the roof of the building

:

there Asdrub-il's wife appeared in her best apparel, as if the

day of her death had been a day of frixmiph ; and after Iiav-

hig uttered the most bitter imprecations against her husband,

whom she saw standing below with Emilianus,— 'Base

coward !
' said she, ' the mean things tliou ha.st done to save

thy life shall not avail thee ; thou shalt die tliis instant, at

least in thy two children.' Having thus spoken, she drew

out a dagger, stabbed them both, and while they were yet

struggling for life, threw them from the top of the temple, and

leaped down after them into the flames."

—

Ancient Uttiverial

Ilittttry.']

The sun sets brightly—but a ruddier glow

O'er Afric's heaven the flames of Carthage throw.

Her walls have sunk, and pyramids of fire

In lurid splendour from her domes aspire;

Sway'd by the wind, they wave—while glares the

sky

As when the desert's rod simoom is nigh

;

The scvdptured altar and the pillar'd hall

Shine out in dreadful brightness ere they fall

;

Far o'er the seas the light of ruin streams

—

Rock, wave, and isle are crimson'd by its beams

;

While captive thousands, bound in Roman chains,

Gkize in mute horror on their burning fanes

;

And shouts of triumph, echoing far around.

Swell from the victors' tents with ivy crown'd.^

—But mark ! from yon fair temple's loftiest height

What towering form bursts wildly on the sight,

All regal in magnificent attire,

And sternly beauteous in terrific ire ?

She might be deem'd a Pythia in the hour

Of dread communion and delirious power

;

A being more than earthly, in whose eye

There dwells a strange and fierce ascendency.

The flames are gathering round—intensely bright.

Full on her features glares their meteor light

;

But a wild courage sits triumphant there.

The stormy grandeur of a proud despair

;

A daring spirit, in its woes elate.

Mightier than death, imtameable by fate.

The dark profusion of her locks unbotmd

Waves like a warrior's floating plumage round

;

Flush'd is her cheek, inspired her haughty mien

—

She seems the avenging goddess of the scene.

Are those her infants, that with suppliant cry

Cling round her shrinking as the flame draws nigh.

Clasp with their feeble hands her gorgeous vest.

And fain would rush for shelter to her breast ]

la that a mother's glance, where stern disdain.

And passion, awfully vindictive, reign 1

Fix'd is her eye on Asdrubal, who stands

Ignobly safe amidst the conquering bands

;

On him who left her to that burning tomb.

Alone to share her children's martyrdom

;

Who, when his country perish'd, fled the strife.

And knelt to win the worthless boon of life.

" Live, traitor ! live !" she cries, "since dear to thee.

E'en in thy fetters, can existence be !

1 It was a Roman custom to adorn the tenta of victon

with i\-y.
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Scom'd and dishonour'd live !—with blasted name,

The Roman's triumph not to grace, but shame.

slave in spirit ! bitter be thy chain

With tenfold anguish to avenge my pain !

Still may the manes of thy children rise

To chase calm slumber from thy wearied eyes

;

Still may their voices on the haunted air

In fearful whispers toll thee to despair.

Till vain remorse thy wither'd heart consume,

Scourged by relentless shadows of the tomb !

E'en now my sons shall die—and thou, their sire,

In bondage safe, shalt yet in them expire.

Think'st thou Hovethem not 1
—

'Twas thine to fly—

'Tis mine with these to suffer and to die.

Behold their fate !—the arms that cannot save

Have been their cradle, and sliall be their grave."

Bright in her hand the lifted dagger gleams.

Swift from her children's hearts the life-blood

streams

;

With frantic laugh she clasps them to the breast

Whose woes and passions soon shall be at rest ;

Lifts one appealmg, frenzied glance on high, [eye.

Then deep midst rolling flames is lost to mortal

HELIODORUS IN THE TEMPLE.

[From Maccabees, book ii. chapter 3, verse 21. •' Then it

would have pitied a man to see the falling down of the multi-

tude of all sorts, and the fear of the high priest, being in such

an agony.—22. They then called upon the Almighty Lord to

keep the things committed of trust safe and sure, for those

that had committed them. — 23. Nevertheless lleliodorus

executed that which was decreed.—24. Now as he was there

present himself, with his guard .about the tre-isury, the Lord

of Spirits, and the Prince of all Power, caused a great appari-

tion, so that all that presumed to come in with him were

astonished at the power of God, and fainted, and were sore

afraid.—25. For there appeared unto them a horse with a

terrible rider upon him, and adorned with a very fair cover-

ing ; and he ran fiercely, and smote at Heliodorus with his

fore-feet, and it seemed that he that sat upon the horse had

complete harness of gold.—26. Moreover, two other young

men appeared before him, notable in strength, excellent in

beauty, and comely in apparel, wlio stood by him on either

side, and scourged hira continually, and gave him many

sore stripes.—27. And Heliodorus fell suddenly to the

ground, and was compassed witli great darkness ; hut they

that were with him took him up, and put him into a Utter.

—28. Thus him that lately came with great train, and with

all his guard into the said treasury, they carried out, being

unable to help himself with his weapons, and manifestly

they acknowledged the power of God.—29. For he by the

hand of God was cast down, and hay speechless without all

hope of life."]

A SOUND of woe in Salem I mournful cries [pale.

Rose from her dwellings—youthful checks were

Tears flowing fast from dim and aged eyes,

And voices mingling in tumultuous wail

;

Hands raised to heaven in agony of prayer,

And powerless wrath, and terror, and despair.

Thy daughters, Judah I weeping, laid aside

The regal splendour of their fair array.

With the rude sackcloth girt their beauty's pride,

And throng'd the streets in hurrying, wild

dismay

;

While knelt thy priests before His awful shrine

Who made of old renown and empire thine.

But on the spoiler moves ! The temple's gate.

The bright, the beautiful, his guards unfold

;

And all the scene reveals its solemn state.

Its courts and pillars, rich with sculptured gold;

And man with eye unhallow'd views th' abode.

The sevcr'd spot, the dwelling-place of God.

Where art thou. Mighty Presence ! that of yore

Wert wont between the cheinibim to rest,

Vell'd in a cloud of glorj', shadowing o'er

Thy sanctuary the chosen and the blest ?

Thou ! that didst make fair Sion's ark thy throne.

And call the oracle's recess thine own !

Angel of God ! that through the Assyrian host.

Clothed with the dai'kuess of the midnight hour,

To tame the proud, to hush the invader's boast.

Didst pass triumphant in avenging power,

Till burst the day-spring on the silent scene.

And death alone reveal'd where thou hadst been.

Wilt thou not wake, Chastcner ! in thy might.

To guard thine ancient and majestic hill,

WTiere oft from heaven the full Shechinah's light

Hath stream'd the house of holiness to fill

!

Oh ! yet once more defend thy loved domain.

Eternal One ! Deliverer ! lise again I

Fearless of thee, the plunderer undismay'd

Hastes on, the sacred chambers to explore

Where the bright treasures of the fane are laid.

The orphan's portion and the widow's store

:

Wliat recks his heart though age unsuccour'd die.

And want consume the cheek of Infancy 1

Away, intruders !—hark ! a mighty sound !

Behold, a burst of light !—away, away !

A fearful glory fiUs the temple roimd,

A vision bright in terrible array !

And lo ! a steed ofno ten-estrial frame,

His path a whirlwind and his breath a flame !
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His neck is clothed with thunder, ^ and his mane

Seems waving fire—the kindling of his eye

Is as a meteor—ardent with disdain

His glance, his gesture, fierce in majesty !

Instinct with light he seems, and form'd to bear

Some dread archangel through the fields of air.

But who is he, in panoply of gold, [foiTn,

Throned on that burning charger 1 Bright his

Yet in its brightness awful to behold,

And girt with all the terrors of the storm !

Lightning is on his helmet's crest—and fear

Shrinks from the splendour of his brow severe.

And by his side two radiant warriors stand.

All arm'd, and kingly in commanding grace

—

Oh ! more than kingly—godlike !—sternly grand.

Their port indignant, and each dazzling face

Beams with the beauty to immortals given.

Magnificent in all the wrath of heaven.

Then sinks each gazer's heart—each knee is bowd
In trembling awe ; but, as to fields of fight,

Th' imearthly war-steed, rushing through the

crowd.

Bursts on their leader in terrific might
;

And the stem angels of that dread abode

Pursue its plunderer with the scourge of God.

Darkness—thick darkness !—low on earth he lies.

Rash Heliodorus—motionless and pale^
Bloodless his cheek, and o'er his shrouded eyes

Mists, as of death, suspend their shadowy veil;

And thus th' oppressor, by his fear-struck train,

Is borne from that inviolable fane.

The light returns—the warriors of the sky

Have pass'd, with all their dreadful pomp, away

;

Then wakes the timbrel, swells the song on high

Triumphant as in Judah's elder day

;

Rejoice, city of the sacred hill

!

Salem, exult ! thy God is \vith thee still.

NIGHT-SCENE IN GENOA.

['* En m^me temps que les Gt-noia poursuivoient avec
ardeur la guerre contre Pise, Us (Jtoient d(:clur(^s eux-memea
par une discorde civile. Les consuls de I'aniKJe 1169, pour

^
'

' Ilast thou given tlie horse strength ? Ilaat thou clothed

his neck with thunder ? "—Job, chap, xxxix. v. 19.

rc^tablir la potx dans leur patrie, au milieu des factions sourdes

k leur voix et plus puissantes qu'eux, furent obliges d'ourdir

en quelque sorte une conspiration, lis commencerent par

s'assurer secrdtenient des dispositions pacifiques de plusieurs

des citoyens, qui cependant t^toient entratntjs dans les ^meute«

par leur parente avec les cliefJs de faction ;
puis, se concertaut

avec le Vi^ndrable vicillard, Ungues, leur. archevgque, ils

firent, long-temps avant le lever du soleil, appeler au son des

cloches les citoyens au parlement : ils se flattoient que la

surprise et Talarme de cette convocation inattendue, au

milieu de I'obscurit^ de la nuit, rendroit I'asserablde et plus

complete et plus docile. Les citoyens, en accourant au

parlement gc^nt^ral, virent, au milieu de la place publique, le

vieil archevdque, entour6 de son clerge en habit de cdre-

raouies, et portant des torches allumiies ; tandis que les

reliques de Saint Jean Baptiste, le protecteur de G6nes,

(5toient expostJes devant lui, et que les citoyens les plus

respectables portoient h leurs mains des croLx suppliantes.

D^s que I'assemblt^e fut form<^, le vieillard se leva, et de sa

voix cass^ il conjura les chefs de parti, au nom du Dieu de

paix, au nom du salut de leurs ames, au nom de leur patrie

et de la liberty, dont leurs discordes entraineroient la mine,

de jurer sur I'^vangile I'oubli de leurs quereUes, et la paix k

venir,

*' Les h(!raut3, d^s qu'il eut fini de parler, s'avancferent

aussitot vers Roland Avogado, le chef de I'une des factions,

qui tl'toit present k Tassemblce, et, secondcs par les acclama-

tions de tout le peuple, et par les prieres de ses parens eux-

mfimes, ils le somm^rent de se conformer au vceu des consuls

et de la nation.

" Roland, a leur approche, d*5chira ses habits, et, s'asseyant

par terre en versant des larnies, il appela a haute voix les

morts qu*U avoit jurd de venger, et qui ne lui pemiettoient

pas de pardonner leurs vieilles offenses. Comnie on ne

pouvoit le determiner k s'avaiicer, les consuls eux-m^mes,

I'archev^que et le clerg^, s'approclierent de lui, et, renouve-

lant leurs prieres, ils I'entralnferent enfin, et lui fh-ent jurer

sur r^vangile I'oubli de ses inimiti^s passtJes,

** Les chefs du parti coiitraire, Foulques de Castro, et Ingo

de Volta, n'^toient pas pri^-sens k I'assembl^, nuis le peuple

et le clergd se port^rent en foule k leurs maisons; ils les

trouv^rent deja ^branltis par ce qu'ils venoient d'apprendre,

et, profitant de leur (^'motion, ils leur firent jurer une recon-

ciliation sincere, et donner le baiser de paix aux chefs de

la faction oppos<5e. Alors les cloches de la ville sonn^rent

en tdmoignage d'alldgresse, et I'archeveque de retour sur la

place publique entonna un Te Deum avec tout le peuple, en

honneur du Dieu de paii: qui avoit sauv^ leur patrie."

—

Ilistoire des R^publi'tiies Ilalicnnes, vol. ii. pp. 149-150.]

In Genoa, when the sunset gave

Its last warm pui'ple to the wave,

No sound of war, no voice of fear,

Was heard, announcing danger near

:

Though deadliest foes were there, whose hate

But slumber'd till its hour of fate,

Yet calmly, at the twilight's close,

Sunk the wide city to repose.

But when deep midnight reign*d around,

AU sudden woke the alarm-bell's sound,

FiUl swelling, while the hollow breeze

Bore its dread stmimons o'er the seas
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His reverend foiin, his aged haud.

Assume a gesture of command

;

His voice is awful, and his eye

Fill'd with prophetic majesty.

" The dead !—and deem'st thou they retain

Aught of terrestrial passion's stain t

Of guilt incuiT'd in days gone by.

Aught but the fearful penalty ?

And say'st thou, mortal ! blood alone

For deeds of slaughter may atone 1

There hath been blood—by Him 'twas shed

To expiate every crime who bled

;

Th' absolving God, who died to save.

And rose in victory from the grave !

And by that stainless offering given

Alike for all on earth to heaven

;

By that inevitable hour

When death shall vanqmsh pride and power.

And each departing passion's force

Concentrate all in late remoi-se

;

And by the day when doom shall be

Pass'd on earth's millions, and on thee—
The doom that shall not be repeal'd.

Once utter'd, and for ever seal'd

—

I summon tliee, child of clay !

To cast thy darker thoughts away.

And meet thy foes in peace and love.

As thou wouldst join the blest above."

Still as he speaks, unwonted feeling

Is o'er the chieftain's bosom stealing.

Oh, not in vain the pleading cries

Of anxious thousands round him rise

!

He yields : devotion's mingled sense

Of faith, and fear, and penitence.

Pervading all his soul, he bows

To offer on the cross his vows.

And that best incense to the skies.

Each evU passion's sacrifice.

Then tears from warriors' eyes were flowing.

High hearts with soft emotions glowing

;

Stem foes as long-loved brothers gi'eeting.

And ardent throngs in ti-ansport meeting

;

And eager footsteps forward pressing,

And accents loud in joyous blessing

;

And when their first wild tumults cease,

A thousand voices echo " Peace I

"

Twilight's dim mist hath roll'd away.

And the rich Orient bums with day

;

Then as to gi'eet the sunbeam's birth.

Rises the choral hjTnn of earth

—

Th' exulting strain through Genoa swelling,

Of peace and holy rapture telling.

Far float the sounds o'er vale and steep.

The seaman hears them on the deep

—

So mellow'd by the gale, they seem

As the wild music of a dream.

But not on mortal ear alone

Peals the triumphant anthem's tone

;

For beings of a purer sphere

Bend with celestial joy, to hear.

THE TROUBADOUR AND RICHARD CCEUR

DE LION.

[*' Not only the place of Richard's confinement," (when

thrown into prison by the Duke of Austria,) " if 'we believe

the literary history of the times, but even the circumstance

of his captivity, was carefully concealed by his vindictive

enemies ; and both might have remained unknown but for

the grateful attachment of a Provenfal bard, or minstrel,

named Blondel, who had shared that prince's friendship and

tasted his bounty. Having travelled over all the European

continent to learn the destiny of his beloved patron, Ulondel

accidentally got intelligence of a certain castle in Germany,

where a prisoner of distinction was confined, and guarded

with great vigilance. Persunded by a secret impulse that this

prisoner was the King of England, the minstrel repaired to

the place ; but the gates of the castle were shut against him,

and he could obtain no information relative to the name or

quality of the unhappy person it secured. In this extremity,

he bethought himself of an expedient for making the desired

discovery. He chanted, with a loud voice, some verses of a

song which had been composed partly by himself, partly by

Richard ; and to his unspeakable joy, on making a pause, he

heard it re-echoed and continued by the royal captive.

—

QlitL

Troubadours.) To this discovery the English monarch is

said to have eventually owed his release."—See Russell's

Modern Europe^ vol. i. p. 369.

The Troubadour o'er many a plain

Hath roam'd unwearied, but in vain.

O'er many a rugged mountain-scene

And forest wild his track liath been

:

Beneath Calabria's glowing sky

He hath sung the songs of chivalry

;

His voice hath swell'd on the Alpine breeze.

And rung through the snowy PjTcnees ;

From Ebro's banks to Danube's wave.

He hath sought his pi-ince, the loved, the brave

;

And yet, if still on earth thou ai-t.

Monarch of the lion-heart !

Tlie faithful spirit, which distress

But heightens to devotedness.

By toil and trial vanquish'd not.

Shall guide thy minstrel to the spot.
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He hath reach'd a mountain hung with vine.

And woods that wave o'er the lovely Rhine :

The feudal towers that crest its height

Frown in unconquerable might

;

Dark is their aspect of sullen state—
No helmet hangs o'er the massy gate

'

To bid the wearied pilgrim rest,

At the chieftain's board a welcome guest

;

Vainly rich evening's parting smile

Would chase the gloom of the haughty pile,

That midst bright sunshine lowers on high.

Like a thunder-cloud in a summer sky.

Not these the halls where a child of song

Awhile may speed the hours along

;

Their echoes should repeat alone

The tyrant's mandate, the prisoner's moan,

Or the wUd huntsman's bugle-blast,

When his phantom train are hurrying past.'

The weary minstrel paused—^his eye

Roved o'er the scene despondingly :

Within the length'ning shadow, cast

By the fortress-towers and ramparts vast.

Lingering he gazed. The rocks around

Sublime in savage grandeur frown'd

;

Proud guardians of the regal flood,

In giant strength the mountains stood—

•

By torrents cleft, by tempests riven.

Yet mingling still with the calm blue heaven.

Their peaks were bright with a sunny glow,

But the Rhine all shadowy roll'd below

;

In pm^le tints the vineyards smiled.

But the woods beyond waved dark and wild

;

Nor pastoral pipe nor convent's bell

Was heard on the sighing breeze to swell

;

But all was lonely, silent, rude,

A stem, yet glorious solitude.

But hark ! that solemn stillness breaking.

The Troubadour's wild song is waking.

1 It was a custom in feudal times to liang out a lielmet on

a castle, as a token that strangers were invited to enter, and

partake of hospitality. So in the romance of '* Perceforest,**

'* lis fasoient niettre au plus hault de leur hostel un heaulnWy

en signe que tous les gentils hommes et gentilles ferames en-

trasaent hardiment en leur hostel comme en leur propre."

2 Popular tradition has made several mountains in Ger-

many the haunt of the icild Jager, or supernatural hunts-

man. The superstitious tales relating to the Unterburg are

recorded in Eustace's Classical Tour ; and it is still believed

in the romantic district of the Odenwald, that the knight of

Rodenstein, issuing from his ruined castle, announces the

approach of wjir by traversing the air with a noisy armament

to the opposite castle oi Schnellerts.—See the *' Manuel pour

lei Voyagcurs sur le Wiln," and " Autumn on the Rhine."

FuU oft that song in days gone by

Hath cheer'd the sons of chivalry :

It hath swell'd o'er Judah's mountains lone,

Hermon ! thy echoes have leam'd its tone

;

On the Great Plain ^ its notes have rung,

The leagued Crusaders' tents among

;

Twas loved by the Lion-heart, who won
The palm in the field of Ascalon

;

And now afai' o'er the rocks of Rhine

Peals the bold strain of Palestine.

THE TROUBADOUR'S SONG.

" Thine hour is come, and the stake is set,"

The Soldan cried to the captive knight,

" And the sons ofthe Prophet in throngs are met

To gaze on the fearful sight.

" But be our faith by thy lips profess'd.

The faith of Mecca's shrine.

Cast down the red-cross that marks thy vest.

And life shall yet be thine."

" I have seen the flow of my bosom's blood.

And gazed with undatmted eye

;

I have borne the bright crossthrough fireand flood.

And think'st thou I fear to die 1

" I have stood where thousands, by Salem's towers.

Have fall'n for the name Divine ;

And the faith that cheer'd tlieir closing hours

Shall be the light of mine."

" Thus wilt thou die in the pride of health.

And the glow of youth's fresh bloom 1

Thou art offer'd life, and pomp, and wealth.

Or torture and the tomb."

" I have beenwhere the crown of thorns wastwined

For a dying Savioxir's brow

;

He spum'd the treasures that lure mankind,

And I reject them now !"

3 The Plain of Esdraelon, called by way of eminence the

** Great Plain ; " in Scripture, and elsewhere, the ** field of

Megiddo," the •* Galilsean Plain." This plain, the most fer-

tile part of all the land of Canaan, has been the scene of many

a memorable contest in the first ages of Jewish history, as

well as during the Roman empire, the Crusades, and even

in later times. It has been a chosen place for encampment

in every contest carried on in this country, from the days of

Nabuchodonosor, King of the Assyrians, until the disastrous

march of Buonapjirte from Eg.N'pt into Syria. "Warriors out

of '* every nation which is under heaven " have pitched their

tents upon the Plain of Esdraelon, and have beheld'the va-

rious banners of their nations wet witli tlie dews of Hermon

and Thabor.—Dr Clarke's Travels.
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" Art thou the son of a noble line

In a land that is fair and blest ?

And doth not thy spirit, proud captive ! pine

Again on its shores to rest 1

" Thine own is the choice to hail once more

The soil of thy father's birth,

Or to sleep, when thy lingering pangs are o'er.

Forgotten in foreign earth."

" Oh ! fair are the vine-clad hills that rise

In the country of my love

;

But yet, though cloudless my native skies,

There's a brighter clime above 1

"

The bard hath paused—for another tone

Blends with the music of his own

;

And his heart beats high with hope again.

As a weU-knowu voice prolongs the strain.

"Are there none mthin thy father's hall,

Far o'er the wide blue main,

Young Christian ! left to deplore thy fall.

With sorrow deep and vain V

" There are hearts that still, through all the past.

Unchanging have loved me well

;

There are eyes whose tears were streaming fast

When I bade my home farewell.

" Better they wept o'er the warrior's bier

Than th' apostate's living stain ;

There's a land where those who loved when here

Shall meet to love again."

'Tis ho ! thy prince—long sought, long lost.

The leader of the red-cross host !

'Tis he !—to none thy joy betray.

Young Troubadour ! away, away I

Away to the island of the brave.

The gem on the bosom of the wave ;
^

Arouse the sons of the noble soil

To win their Lion from the toil.

And free the wassail-cup shall flow.

Bright in each hall the hearth shall glow

;

The festal board shall be richly crown'd,

•While knights and chieftains revel round.

And a thousand harps with joy shall ring,

When merry England hails her king.

1 " Tliis precious stone set in the sea."

—

Richard If.

THE DEATH OF CONRADIN.

[" La d^fait« de Conradin ne devoit mettre une terme ni

kses malheurs, ni aux vengeaucesdu roi (Charles d' Anjou.)

L'amour du peuple pour Thi^ritier legitime du trflne avoit

^clatd d'une niatii^re elTrayante ; il pouvolt causer de nou-

velles r(jvolutioiis, si ConradiD demeuroit en vie ; et Charles,

revgtant sa dt^fiance et sa cruaut^ des formes de la justice,

resolut de faire i>6rir sur I'ecliafaud le dernier rejeton de la

Maison de Souabe, I'unique esperance de son partL Un
seul juge Provenfal et sujet de Charles, dont les historiens

n'ont pas voulu conserver le nom, osa voter pour la mort,

d'autresse renfemi^rent dans un timide et coupable silence ;

et Charles, sur I'autorit^ de ce seul juge, fit prononcer, par

Robert de Bari, protonotaire du royaume, la sentence de

mort contre Conradin et tous ses compagnons. Cette sen-

tence fut communiqut^ k Conradin, comme il jouoit aux

^hecs ; on lui laissa peu de temps pour se prt^parer k

son execution, et le 26 d'Octobre il fut conduit, avec tous

ses amis, sur la Place du Marchi^ de Naples, le long du

rivage de la mer. Charles ^toit pr(5sent, avec toute sa cour,

et une foule immense entouroit le roi vainqueur et le roi

condamn^. Conradin 6to\t entre les mains des bourreaux
;

il di^tacha lui-meme son manteau, et s'etant mis & genoux

pour prier, i! se releva en s'ecriant :
' Oli, ma mtre, quelle

profonde douleur te causera la nouvelle qu'on va te porter

de moi ! ' Puis il tourna les yeux sur la foule qui I'entouroit

;

il vit les lannes, il entendit les sanglotsde son peuple ; alors,

d^tachant son gant, il jeta au milieu de ses sujets ce gage

d'un combat de vengeance, et reiidit sa tete au bourreau.

Aprfes lui, sur le mdme dchafaud, Charles fit trnncher la

tete au Due d'Autriche, aux Comtes Gualferano et Barto-

lommeo Lancia, et aux Comtes Gerard et Galvano Dono-

ratico de Pise. Par un rafinement de cruaut^, Charles voulut

que le premier, fils du stJcond, prt^ct^dSt son pere, et mourflt

entre ses bras. Les cadavrea, d'apr^s ses ordres, furent

exclus d'une terre sainte, et inhumes sans pompe sur le rivage

de la mer. Charles II. cependant fit dans la suite b.'itir sur

le m^me lieu une (iglise de Carmelites, comrae pour appaiser

ces ombres irritcies."

—

Sisriondi's Ri'publiques Jtalunties.']

No cloud to dim the splendour of the day

Which breaks o'er Naples and her lovely bay,

And lights that brilliant sea and magic shore

With every tint that charm'd the great of yore—
Th' imperial ones of earth, who proudly bade

Their marble domes e'en ocean's realm invade.

That race is gone—but glorious Nature hero

Maintains unchanged her own sublime career,

And bids these regions of the sun display

Bright hues, surviving empires pass'd away.

The beam of heaven expands—itskindling smile

Reveals each charm of many a fairj" isle,

Whose image floats, in softer colouring drcst,

With all its rocks and vines, on ocean's breast.

Misenum's cape hath caught the vivid i*ay.

On Roman streamers there no more to play

;

Still, as of old, unalterably bright.

Lovely it sleeps on Foailippo's height,
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With all Italia's sunshine to illume

The ilex canopy of Virgil's tomb.

Campania's plains rejoice in light, and spread

Their gay luxuriance o'er the mighty dead
;

Fair glittering to thine own transparent skies,

Thy palaces, exulting Naples ! rise
;

While far on high Vesurius rears his peak,

Furrow'd and dark with many a lava streak.

Oh, ye bright shores of Circe and the Muse !

Bich with all nature's and all fiction's hues,

Who shall explore your regions, and declare

The poet err'd to paint Elysium there ?

Call up his spirit, wanderer ! bid him guide

Thy steps those syren-haimted seas beside

;

And all the scene a lovelier light shall wear.

And spells more potent shall pervade the air.

What though his dust be scatter'd, and his urn

Long from its sanctuary of slumber torn,'

Still dwell the beings of his verse around.

Hovering in beauty o'er th' enchanted ground

;

His lays are murmur'd in each breeze that roves

Soft o'er the sunny waves and orange-groves

;

His memory's charm is spread o'er shore and sea,

The soul, the genius of Parthenope

;

Shedding o'er myrtle shade and vine-clad hUl

The purple radiance of Elysium still.

Yet that fair soil and calm resplendent sky

Have witness'd many a dark reality.

Oft o'er those bright blue seas the gale hath borne

The sighs of exiles never to return.^

There with the whisper of Campania's gale

Hath mingled oft affection's funeral waU,

Mourning for buried heroes—while to her

That glowing land was but their sepulchre.^

And there, of old, the dread mysterious moan
Swell'd from strange voices of no mortal tone

;

And that wild trumpet, whose unearthly note

Was heard at midnight o'er the hills to float

1 Tlie urn supposed to have contained the aslies of Virgil

lias long since been lost.

2 Many Romans of exalted rank were formerly banished to

some of the small islands in the Mediterranean , on the coast

of Italy. Julia, the daughter of Augustus, was confined many
years in the isle of Pandataria, and her daughter Agrippina,

the widow of Germanicus, afterwards died in exile on the

same desolate spot.

^ ** Quelques souvenirs du c<eur, quelques noms de femmes,

r^clament aussi vos pleurs. C'est k Mis^ne, dans le lieu

m^me oil nous sommes, que la veuve de Pomp^e Com^He
conserva jusqu'^ la mort son noble deuil. Agrippine pleura

long-temps Germanicus sur ces bords ; un jour, le mdme
assassin qui lui ravit son ^poux la trouva digne de le suivre.

L*ile de Nisida fut t^moin des adieux de Brutus et de Porcie."

—Madame de Stael, Corinne.

Around the spot where Agrippina died.

Denouncing vengeance on the matricide.*

Pass'd arc those ages—yet another crime.

Another woe, must stain th' Elysian clime.

There stands a scaffold on the sunny shore

—

It must be crimson'd ere the day is o'er !

There is a throne in regal pomp an'ay'd,

—

A scene of death from thence must be survey'd.

Mark'd'ye the rushing throngs ?—each mien is pale.

Each hurried glance reveals a fearful tale :

But the deep workings of th' indignant breast.

Wrath, hatred, pity, must be all suppress'd

;

The burning tear awhile must check its course,

Th: avenging thought concentrate all its force

;

For tyranny is near, and will not brook

Aught but submission in each guarded look.

'

Girt with his fierce Proven9als, and with mien

Austere in triumph, gazing on the scene,'

And in his eye a keen suspicious glance

Of jealous pride and restless \igilance.

Behold the conqueror ! Vainly in his face

Of gentler feeling hope would seek a trace
;

Cold, proud, severe, the spirit which hath lent

Its haughty stamp to each dark lineament

:

And pleading mercy, in the sternness there.

May read at once her sentence—to despair !

But thou, fair boy ! the beautiftd, the brave.

Thus passing from the dungeon to the grave,

While all is yet arovmd thee which can give

A charm to earth, and make it bUss to live ;

Thou on whose form hath dwelt a mother's eye.

Till the deep love that not with thee shall die

Hath grown too full for utterance—Can it be !

And is this pomp of death prepared for thee ?

* The sight of that coast, and those shores where the crime

had been perpetrated, filled Nero %vith continual horrors

;

besides, there were some who imagined they heard horrid

shrieks and cries from Agrippina's tomb, and a mournful

sound of trumpets from the neighbouring cliffs and hills.

Nero, therefore, flying from such tragical scenes, withdrew

to Naples—See Ancient Universal History.

fi *' Ce Charles,*' dit Giovanni Villani," fut sage et prudent

dans les conseils, preux dans les armes, ftpre et forte redoute

de tons les rois du monde, magnanime et de hautes pens^es

qui r^galoient aux plus grandes entreprises; indbranlable dans

I'adversit^, ferme et fidMedans toutes ses promesses, parlant

peu et agissant beaucoup, ni riant presque Jamais, ddcent

comme un religieux, z^l6 catholique, Spre k rendre justice,

f^roce dans ses regards. Sa taille ^toit grande et rer\*euse,

sa couleur olivatre, son nez fort grand. II paroissoit plus fait

qu'aucun autre chevalier pour la majesty royale. II ne dor-

moit presque point. Jamais il ne prit de plaisir aux mimes,

aux troubadours, et aux gens de cour."

—

Sismondi, Rt'pub-

liques Italicnnes, vol. iii.



THE DEATH OF CONEADIN. 105

Young, royal Conradin! who shouldst have known

Of life as yet the siuiny smile alone !

Oh ! who can view thee, in the pride and bloom

Of youth, aiTay'd so richly for the tomb.

Nor feel, deep swelling in his inmost soul,

Emotions tyranny may ne'er control ]

Bright victim ! to Ambition's altar led, [shed,

Crown'd with all flowers that heaven on earth can

Who, from th' oppressor towering in his pride,

May hope for mercy—if to thee denied ?

There is dead silence on the breathless throng.

Dead silence all the peopled shore along,

As on the captive moves—the only sound,

To break that calm so fearfully profound.

The low, sweet murmur of the rippling wave.

Soft as it glides, the smiling shore to lave

;

While on that shore, his own fair heritage,

The youthful martyr to a tyrant's rage

Is passing to liis fate : the eyes are dim Paim.

'VThich gaze, through tears that dare not flow, on

He mounts the scaffold—doth his footstep fail ?

Doth his lip quiver] doth his cheek turn pale 1

Oh ! it may be forgiven him if a thought

Cling to that world, for liim with beauty fraught.

To all the hopes that promised glory's meed.

And all th' affections that with him shall bleed

!

If, in his life's young dayspring, while the rose

Of boyhood on his cheek yet freshly glows.

One human fear convulse his parting breath,

And shrink from all the bitterness of death !

But no ! the spirit of his royal race

Sits brightly on his brow : that youthful face

Beams with heroic beauty, and his eye

Is eloquent with injured majesty.

He kneels—but not to man ; his heart shall own
Such deep submission to his God alone !

And who can tell with what sustaining power

That God may visit him in fate's dread hour f

How the still voice, wliich answers every moan.

May speak of hope—when hope on earth is gone?

That solemn pause is o'er—the youth hath given

One glance of parting love to earth and heaven :

The sun rejoices in th' unclouded sky.

Life all around him glows—and he must die?

Yet midst his people, undismay'd, he throws

The gage of vengeance for a thousand woes
;

Vengeance that, like their own volcano's fire,

May sleep suppress'd a while—but not expire.

One softer image rises o'er his breast,

One fond regret, and all shall be at rest

!

" Alas, for thee, my mother ! who shall boar

To thy sad heart the tidings of despair,

When thy lost child is gone 1"—that thought can

thrUl

His soul with pangs one moment more shall still.

The lifted axe is glittering in the sun^
It falls—the race of Conradin is run !

Yet, from the blood which flows that shore to stain,

A voice shall cry to heaven—and not in vain !

Gaze thou, triumphant from thy gorgeous throne,

In proud supremacy of guilt alone,

Chaiies of Anjou !—but that dread voice shall be

A fearful summouer e'en yet to thee !

The sceneofdeath isclosed—the throngs depart,

A deep stem lesson graved on every heart.

No pomp, no funeral rites, no streaming eyes.

High-minded boy ! may grace thine obsequies.

vainly royal and beloved ! thy grave,

Unsanctified, is bathed by ocean's wave

;

Mark'd by no stone, a rude, neglected spot,

Unhonour'd, unadorn'd—but unforgot;

For thy deep wrongs in tameless hearts shall live,

Now mutely suffering—-never to forgive !

The sunset fades from purple heavens away

—

A bark hath anchor'd in the unruffled bay

:

Thence on the beach descends a female form,'

Her mien with hope and tearful transport warm

;

But life hath left sad traces on her cheek.

And her soft eyes a chasten'd heart bespeak.

Inured to woes—yet what were all the past

!

She sank not feebly 'neath affliction's blast, [tell

Wiile one bright hope remain'd—who now shall

Th' uncrown'd, the widow'd, how her loved one

fein

To clasp her child, to ransom and to save.

The mother came—and she hath found his grave!

And by that grave, transfix'd in speechless grief.

Whose deathlike trance denies a tear's relief.

Awhile she kneels—till roused at length to know.

To feel the might, the fulness of her woe,

On the still air a voice of anguish wild,

A mother's cry is heard—" My Conradin ! my
chUd!"

1 " The Carmine (at Naples) calls to mind the bloody

catastrophe of those royal youths, Conradin and Frederick of

Austria, butchered before its door. Whenever I traversed

that square, ray heart yearned at tiie idea of their premature

fate, and at the deep distress of Conradin*3 mother, who,

landing on the beach witli her son's ransom, found only a

lifeless trunk to redeem from the fangs of his barbarous con-

queror.*'—Swinburne's Travels in the Two Stcilia.

EXTRACTS KROM CONTEMPOR-ARY REVIEWS.

Quarlerlj/ Reviac.—" ' Tales and Historic Scenes' is a collec-
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tion, as the title imports, of narrative poems. Perhaps it was

not on consideration tliat Mrs llemans passed from a poem
of picture-drawing and reflection to the writing of tales ; but

if we were to prescribe to a young poet Iiis course of practice,

this would certainly be our advice. The luxuriance of a young

fancy delights in description, and the quickness and inexpe-

rience of the same age, in passing judgments,—in the one

richness, in the other antithesis and eftect, are too often more

sought after than truth : the poem is written rapidly, and

correctness but little attended to. But in narration more

care must be taken : if the tale be fictitious, tlie conception

and sustainment of the characters, the disposition of the

facts, the reHef of the soberer parts by description, reflection,

or dialogue, form so many useful studies for a growing artist.

If the tale be borrowed from history, a more delicate task is

added to those just mentioned, in determining how far it may
be necessary, or safe, to interweave the ornaments of fiction

with the groundwork of trutii, and in skilfully performing

that difficult task. In both cases, the mind is compelled to

make a more sustained effort, and acquires thereby greater

vigour, and a more practical readiness in the detail of the art.

*' The principal poem in this volume is The Abencerrage.

It commemorates the capture of Granada by Ferdinand and

Isabella, and attributes it, in great measure, to the revenge

of Ilamet, chief of the Abencerrages, who had been induced

to turn his arms against his countrymen the Moors, in order

to procure the ruin of their king, tlie murderer of his father

and brothers. During the siege he malies his way by night

to the bower of Zayda, his beloved, the daughter of a rival

and hated family. Her character is very finely dra^vn ; and

she repels with firmness all the solicitations and prayers of

the traitor to his country. The following lines form part of

their dialogue,—they are spirited and pathetic, but perfectly

free from exaggeration,

—

* Oh ! wert thou Btill what once I fondly deem'd,' " etc.

Edinburgh Monthly Review.—"The more we become ac-

quainted with Mrs Hemans as a poet, the more we are de-

lighted with her productions, and astonished by her powers.

She will, she must, take her place among eminent poets. If

she has a rival of her own sex, it is Joanna Baillie ; but, even

compared with the living masters of the lyre, she is entitled

to a very high distinction. ....
" Mrs Hemans manifests, in her own fine imagination, a

fund which is less supported by loan than the wealth of some

very eminent poets whom we could name. We think it im-

possible that she can write by mere rule, more than on credit.

If she did, her poetry would lose all its charms. It is by

inspiration—as it is poetically called—by a fine tact of sym-

pathy, a vivacity and fertility of imagination, that she pours

forth her enchanting song and ' builds her lofty rhyme.*

The judicious propriety wherewith she bestows on each

element of her composition its due share of fancy and of

feeling, much increases our respect for her powers. With

an exquisite airiness and spirit, with an imagery which quite

sparkles, are touched her lighter delineations ; with a rich

and glowing pencil, her descriptions of visible nature : &

sublime eloquence is the charm of her sentiments of mag-

nanimity ; while she melts into tenderness with a grace in

which she lias few equals.

" It appears to us that Mrs Hemans has yielded her own
to the public taste in conveying her poetry in the vehicle of

tales."

Constable's Magazine.—*' The Abencerrage is a romance,

the scene of which is appropriately laid in a most romantic

period, and in the country of all others in which the spirit of

romance was most powerful, and lingered longest—in the

kingdom of Granada, where the power of the Moors was first

established, and had the greatest continuance.

The leading events of the narrative are strictly historical, and

with these the fate and suflerings of the unfortunate lovers

are very naturally interwoven. The beauty of the descrip-

tions here is exquisite Choice is bewildered

among the many fine passages we are tempted to extract from

The Abencerrage.

" If any reader considers our strictures tedious, and our

extracts profuse, our best apology is, that the luxury of doing

justice to so much genuine talent, adorning so much private

worth, does not often occur to tempt us to an excess of this

nature."

THE SCEPTIC.!

" Leur ralHon, qu'ils prennent poor guide, ne prest-nte a Icur esprit que des conjecturei et des embarraa; les sbsnrdltes

ou ils tombent en niant la Eeligion devlenncnt plus insoutenables que les verites dont la hauteur les etonne; et pour ne
vouloir pas croire dea mysteres incomprehenslbles, lis suiveut I'une apres t'autre d'incomprehenaibles erreura."—Bootuet.

When the young Eagle, with exulting eye,

Haa leam*d to dare the splendour of the sky,

I ** The poem of The Sceptic, published in 1820, was one
in which her revered friend* took a peculiar interest. It

had been her original wish to dedicate it to him, hut he

declined the tribute, thinking it might be more advantageous

to her to pay this compliment to Mr GifFord, with whom she

was at that time in frequent correspondence, and who entered

* Dr Luxmoore, Bishop oTSt Asaph.

And leave the Alps beneath him in his course,

To bathe his crest in mom's empyreal source

;

very warmly into her literary undertakings, discussing them

with the kindness of an old friend, and desiring her to com-

mand frankly whatever assistance his advice or experience

could afl"ord. Mrs Hemans, in the first instance, consented

to adopt the suggestion regarding the altered dedication ; but

was afterwards deterred from putting it into execution, by a

fear that it might be construed into a manoeuvre to propitiate
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Will his free wing, from that majestic height.

Descend to foUow some wild meteor's liglit.

Which far below, with evanescent fire,

Shines to delude and dazzles to expire ?

No ! still through clouds he wins his upwardway,

And proudly claims his heritage of day !

—And shall the spirit, on whose ai'deut gaze

The dayspriug from on high hath pour'd its blaze.

Turn from that pure effulgence to the beam

Of earth-bom light that sheds a treacherous gleam.

Luring the wanderer from the star of faith

To the deep valley of the shades of death 1

What bright exchange, what treasure shall be given,

For the high birthright of its hope in heaven 1

If lost the gem which empires could not buy,

What yet remains ?—a dark eternity !

Is earth still Eden 1—might a seraph guest

Still midst its chosen bowers delighted rest ]

Is all so cloudless and so calm below.

We seek no fairer scenes than life can show 1

That the cold Sceptic, in his pride elate.

Rejects the promise of a brighter state,

And leaves the rock no tempest shall displace.

To rear his dwelling on the quicksand's base ?

Votary of doubt ! then join the festal throng,

Bask in the sunbeam, listen to the song.

Spread the rich board, and fill the wine-cup high.

And bind the wreath ere yet the roses die !

the good graces of the Quarterly Review; and from the

sliglitest approach to any such mode of propitiation, her

sensitive nature recoiled with almost fastidious delicacy."

—

Memoir, p. 31.

*' One of the firet notices of The Sceptic appeared in the

Edinburgh Monthly Mafjazine; and tliere is something in

its tone so far more valuable than ordinary praise, and at the

same time so prophetic of tlie happy influence her wTitings

were one day to exercise, that tlie introduction of tlie con-

cluding paragraph may not be unwelcome to the readers of

this little memorial. After quoting from tlie poera, the

reviewer thus proceeds,— 'These extracts must, we tliinl{,

convey to every re.^der a favourable impression of the talents

of their author, and of the admirable purposes to wliicli lier

high gifts are directed. It is the great defect, as we imagine,

of some of the most popular writers of the day, that they ore

not sufficiently attentive to the moral dignity of their per-

formances ; it is the deep, and will Ije the listing reproach of

others, that in this point of view tliey have wantonly souglit

and realised the most profound literary abasement. With

tlie promise of talents not inferior to any, and far superior to

most of them, the autlior before us is not only free from every

stain, but breathes all moral be-iuty and loveliness; and it

will be a memorable coincidence if tlie era of a woman's sway

in literature shall become coeval with the return of its moral

purity and elevation.' From suffrages such as these, Mrs

Hemans derived not merely present gratiflcation, but en-

couragement and cheer for her onward course. It was still

dearer to lier to receive the assurances, with which it often

'Tis well—thine eye is yet imdimm'd by time,

And thy heart bounds, exulting in its prime

;

Smile then unmoved at Wisdom's warning voice,

And in the glory of thy strength rejoice !

But life hath sterner tasks ; e'en youth's brief

hours

Survive the beauty of their loveliest flowers

;

Tlie founts of joy, where pilgrims rest from toil.

Are few and distant on the desert soil

;

The soul's pure flame the breathofstorms mtist fan,

And pain and sorrow claim their nursling—Man I

Earth's noblest sons the bitter cup have shared

—

Proud child of reason ! how art thou prepared 1

When years, with silent might, thy frame have

bow'd.

And o'er thy spirit cast their wintry cloud.

Will Memory soothe thee on thy bed of pain

With the bright images of pleasure's train ]

Yes ! as the sight of some far-distant shore,

Whose well-known scenes his foot shall tread no

more.

Would cheer tho seaman, by the eddying wave

Drawn, vainly struggling, to th' unfathom'd grave

!

Shall Hope, the faithful cherub, hear thy call,

She who, Uke heaven's own sunbeam, smiles foralll

Will slie speak comfort?—Thou hast shorn her

plume,

That might have raised thee far above the tomb,

fell to her lot to be blessed, of Iiaving, in the exercise of the

talents intrusted to tier, administered balm to the feelings of

the sorrowful, or taught the desponding where to look fur

comfort. In a letter written at tliis time to a valued friend,

recently visited by one of the heaviest of human calamities

—

the loss of an exemplary mother—she thus describes her own
appreciation of such heart-tributes :— 'It is inexpressibly

gratifying to me to know, that you should find any thing I

have written at all adapted to your present feelings, and that

Tile Sceptic sliould have been one of the last books upon
whicli the eyes, now opened upon brighter -scenes, were cast.

Perhaps, when your mind is sufficiently composed, you will

inform me which were the passages distinguished by the

approbation of tliat pure and pious mind : they will be far

more highly valued by me than any thing I have ever

written.'—Jiiid. pp. 334-4.

" It is pleasing to record the following tribute from Mrs
Hannah More, in a letter to a friend who had sent her a copy

of The Sceptic. • I cannot refuse myself tlie gratification of

saying, tliat I entertain a very high opinion of Mrs Ilemans's

superior genius and refined taste. 1 rank her, as a poet,

very high, and I Iiave seen no work on the subject of her

Modem Greece which evinces more just views, or more
delicate perceptions of the tine and the beautiful. I am glad

she has employed her powerful pen, in this new instance,

on a subject so worthy of it ; and, anticipating the future

by the past, I promise myself no small pleasure in the per-

usal, and trust it will not only confer pleasure, but benefit.'

"

—Ibid.

i



108 THE SCEPTIC.

And hush'd the only voice whose angel tone

Soothes when all melodies ofjoy are flown !

For she was bom beyond the stars to soax-,

And kindling at the source of life, adore

;

Thou couldst not, mortal ! rivet to the eai-th

Her eye, whose beam is of celestial birth

;

She dwells with those who leave her pinion free.

And sheds the dews of heaven on all but thee.

Yet few there are so lonely, so bereft,

But some true heart, that beats to theirs, is left

;

And, haply, one whose strong affection's power

Unchanged may triumph through misfortune's

hour.

Still with fond care supports thy languid head.

And keeps unwearied vigils by thy bed.

But thou whose thoughts have no blest home

above.

Captive of earth ! and canst thou dare to lore!

To nurse such feelings as delight to rest

Within that hallow'd shrine—a parent's breast,

To fix each hope, concentrate eveiy tie,

On one frail idol—destined but to die

;

Yet mock the faith that points to worlds of light.

Where sever'd souls, made perfect, re-unite t

Then tremble ! cling to every passing joy,

Twined with the life a moment may destroy !

If there be sorrow in a parting tear.

Still let "for ever " vibrate on thine ear !

If some bright hour on rapture's wing hath flown.

Find more than anguish in the thought— 'tis

gone!

Go ! to a voice such magic influence give.

Thou canst not lose its melody, and live

;

And make an eye the lode-star of thy soul.

And let a glance the springs of thought control

;

Gaze on a mortal form with fond delight,

TUl the fair vision mingles with thy sight
;

There seek thy blessings, there repose thy trust.

Lean on the willow, idolise the dust !

Then, when thy treasure best repays thy care.

Think on that dread "for ever "—and despair !

And oh ! no strange,unwontedstormthere needs

To wreck at once thy fragUe ark of reeds.

Watch well its course—explore with anxious eye

Each little cloud that floats along the sky :

Is the blue canopy serenely fair %

Yet may the thunderbolt unseen be there.

And the bark sink when peace and sunshine sleep

On the smooth bosom of the waveless deep !

Yes ! ere a sound, a sign, announce thy fate,

May the blow fall which makes thee desolate !

Not always heaven's destroying angel shrouds

His awful form in tempests and in clouds

;

He fills the summer air with latent power,

He hides his venom in the scented flower.

Ho steals upon thee in the zephyr's breath.

And festal garlands veil the shafts of death !

Where art thou then, who thus didst rashly cast

Tliine all upon the mercy of the blast.

And vainly hope the tree of life to find

Rooted in sands that flit before the wind ?

Is not that earth thy spirit loved so well.

It wish'd not in a brighter sphere to dwell.

Become a desert now, a vale of gloom,

O'ershadow'd with the midnight of the tomb 1

Where shalt thou turn 1 It is not thine to raise

To yon pure heaven thy calm confiding gaze

—

No gleam reflected from that realm of rest

Steals on the darkness of thy troubled breast

;

Not for thine eye shall Faith divinely shed

Her glory roimd the image of the dead
;

And if, when slumber's lonely couch is prest.

The form departed be thy spirit's guest.

It bears no light from purer worlds to this
;

Thy future lends not e'en a dream of bliss.

But who shall dare the gate of life to close.

Or say, (hiisfar the stream of mercy flows'!

That fount unseal'd, whose boundless waves

embrace

Each distant isle, and visit every race.

Pours from the throne of God its current free.

Nor yet denies th' immortal draught to thee.

Oh ! while the doom impends, not yet decreed.

While yet th' Atoner hath not ceased to plead—
While still, suspended by a single hair.

The sharp bright sword hangs quivering in the air.

Bow down thy heart to Him who will not break

The bruised reed ; e'en yet, awake, awake !

Patient, because Eternal,^ He may hear

Thy prayer of agony with pitying ear.

And send his chastening Spirit from above.

O'er the deep chaos of thy soul to move.

But seek thou mercy through his name alone,

To whose unequall'd sorrows none was shown
;

Through Him, who here in mortal garb abode.

As man to suffer, and to heal as God ;

And, born the sons of utmost time to bless,

Endured all scorn, and aided all distress.

* ** He is patient, because He is eternal."

—

St Augustins.
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Call thou on Him ! for he, in human form,

Hath walk'd the waves of life, and still'd the storm.

Ho, when her hour of lingering gi'ace was past,

O'er Salem wept, relenting to the last

—

Wept with such tears as Judah's monarch pour'd

O'er his lost child, ungrateful, yet deplored

;

And, offering guiltless blood that guilt might live.

Taught from his Cross the lesson—to forgive !

Call thou on Him ! His prayer e'en then arose.

Breathed in unpitied anguish for his foes.

Andhaste !—erebursts the lightning from on high,

Fly to the City of thy Refuge, fly l^

So shall th' Avenger turn his steps away.

And sheath his falchion, baffled of its prey.

Yet must long days roll on, ere peace shall brood.

As the soft halcyon, o'er thy heart subdued

;

Ere yet the Dove of Heaven descend to shed

Inspiring influence o'er thy fallen head.

—Hewho hath pined in dungeons, midst the shade

Of such deep night as man for man hath made.

Through lingering years—ifcall'd at length to be

Once more, by nature's boundless charter, free

Shrinks feebly back, the blaze of noon to shun,

Fainting at day, and blasted by the sun.

Thus, when the captive soul hath long remain'd

In its own dread abyss of darkness chain'd.

If the Deliverer, in his might at last.

Its fetters, bom of earth, to earth should cast.

The beam of truth o'erpowers its dazzled sight.

Trembling it sinks, and finds no joy in light.

But this will pass away : that spark of mind.

Within thy frame unquenchably enshrined.

Shall live to triumph in its brightening ray.

Bom to bo foster'd with ethereal day.

Then wiltthoubless the hourwhen o'er thee pass'd,

On wing of flame, the purifj-ing blast.

And sorrow's voice, through paths before untrod.

Like Sinai's trumpet, call'd thee to thy God !

But hopest thou, in thy panoply of pride.

Heaven's messenger, affliction, to deride ?

In thine own strength unaided to defy,

With Stoic smile, the aiTows of the sky 1

Tom by the vidture, fetter'd to the rock.

Still, demigod ! the tempest wilt thou mock 1

Alas ! the tower that crests the mountain's brow

A thousand years may awe the vale below,

' " Then ye shall appoint you cities, to be cities of refuge

for you ; that the slayer may fleo thither which killeth any

person at unawares.—And they shall he unto you cities of

refuge from the avenger."

—

Numbertt cliap. xxiv.

Yet not the less be shatter'd on its height

By one dread moment ofthe earthquake's might

!

A thousand pangs thy bosom may have borne,

In silent fortitude or haughty scorn.

Till comes the one, the master-anguish, sent

To break the mighty heart that ne'er was bent.

Oh ! what is nature's strength ? The vacant eye.

By mind deserted, hath a dread reply I

The wild delirious laughter of despair.

The mirth of frenzy—seek an answer there !

Turn not away, though pity's eheek grow pale.

Close not thine ear against their awful tale.

They tell thee Reason, wandering from the ray

Of Faith, the blazing pillar of her way,

In the mid-darkness of the stormy wave

Forsook the struggling soul she could not save !

Weep not, sad moralist ! o'er desert plains

Strew'd with the \vrecks of grandeur—mouldering

fanes.

Arches of triumph, long with weeds o'ergrown.

And regal cities, now the serpent's own :

Earth has more awful ruins—one lost mind.

Whose star is qucnch'd, hath lessons for mankind

Of deeper import than each prostrate dome

Mingling its marble with the dust of Rome.

But who with eye unshrinking shall explore

That waste, illumed by reason's beam no more ?

'Who pierce the deep mysterious clouds that roll

Around the shatter'd temple of the soul,

Curtain'd with midnight ? Low its columns lie.

And dark the chambers of its imagery ;'

Simk are its idols now—and God alone

May rear the fabric by their fall o'erthrown !

Yet from its inmost shrine, by storms laid bare.

Is heard an oracle that cries
—" Beware !

Child of the dust ! but ransom'd of the skies !

One breath of heaven, and thus thy glory dies !

Haste, ere the hour of doom—draw nigh to Him
Who dwells above, between the cherubim !"

Spirit dethroned I and eheck'd in mid career

—

Son of the morning ! exiled from thy sphere.

Tell us thy tale ! Perchance thy race was run

With science in the chariot of the sun ;

Free as the winds the paths of space to sweep.

Traverse the untrodden kingdoms of the deep.

And search the laws that nature's springs control.

There tracing all— save Him who guides the

•whole

!

3 ** Everyman in the cluunben of his imagery."

—

Kukid,

chap, viii.
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Haply thine eye its ardent glance had cast

Through the dim shades, the portals of the past

;

By the bright lamp of thought thy care had fed

From the far beacon-lights of ages fled.

The depths of time exploring, to retrace

The glorious mai-ch of many a yanish'd race.

Or did thy power pervade the living lyre

Till its deep chords became instinct with fire.

Silenced all meaner notes, and swell'd on high.

Full and alone, their mighty harmony

;

Wliile woke each passion from its cell profotmd,

And nations started at th' electric sound 1

Lord of th' ascendant ! what avails it now.

Though bright the laurels waved upon thy browl

What though thy name, through distant empires

heard.

Bade the heart bound, a.s doth a battle-word 1

Was it for this thy still unwearied eye

Kept vigil with the watchfires of the sky,

To make the secrets of all ages thine.

And commune with majestic thoughts that shine

O'erTime'slongshadowypathway ?—haththymind

Sever'd its lone dominions from mankind,

For this to woo their homage ! Tliou hast sought

All, save the wisdom with salvation fraught.

Won every wreath—^but that which will not die.

Nor aught neglected—save eternity !

And did all fail thee in the hour of wrath.

When burst th' o'erwhelming vials on thy path 1

Could not the voice of Fame inspire thee then,

spirit ! scep{red by the sons of men.

With an immortal's courage, to sustain

The transient agonies of earthly pain ?

—One, one there was, all-powerfid to have saved

When the loud fury of the billow raved

;

But him thou knew'st not—and the light he lent

Hath vanish'd from its ruin'd tenement.

But left thee breathing, moving, lingeiing yet,

A thing we shrink from—vainly to forget

!

—Lift the dread veil no further I Hide, oh hide

The bleeding form, the couch of suicide !

The dagger, grasp'd in death—the brow, the eye.

Lifeless, yet stamp'd with rage and agony

;

The soul's dark traces left in many a line

Graved onMamein, who died—" andmade no sign
!"

Approach not, gaze not—lest thy fever'd brain

Too deep that image of despair retain.

Angels of slumber ! o'er the midnight hour

Let not such visions claim unhallow'd power.

Lest the mind sink with terror, and above

See but th' Avenger's arm, forget th' Atoner's love

!

Thou ! th' unseen, th' aU-seeing !—Thouwhose

ways.

Mantled with darkness, mock all finite gaze.

Before whose eyes the creatures of Thy hand.

Seraph and man alike, in weakness stand.

And countless ages, trampling into clay

Earth's empires on their march, are but a day

;

Father of worlds unknown, unnumber'd !—Thou,

With whom all time is one eternal now, [breath

Who know'st no past nor future—Thou whose

Goes forth, and bears to myriads Ufo or death !

Look on us ! guide us !—wanderera of a sea

WUd and obscure, what are we, reft of Thee ?

A thousand rocks, deep-hid, elude our sight,

A star may set—and we are lost in night

;

A breeze may waft us to the whirlpool's brink,

A treacherous song alliu'e us—and we sink !

Oh ! by ffu love, who, veiling Godhead's light,

To moments circumscribed the Infinite,

And heaven and earth disdain'd not to ally

By that dread union—Man with Deity

;

Immortal teal's o'er mortal woes who shed.

And, ere he raised them, wept above the dead

;

Save, or we perish ! Let Thy word control

The earthquakes of that universe—the soul

;

Pervade the depths of passion ; speak once more

The mighty mandate, guard of every shore,

" Here shall thy waves be stay'd
;

" in grief, in pain.

The fearful poise of reason's sphere maintain.

Thou, by whom suns ai-e balanced ! thus secure

In Thee shall faith and fortitude endure ;

Conscious of Thee, unfaltering, shall the just

Look upward still, in high and holy trust.

And by affliction guided to Thy shrine.

The first, last thought of suflTering hearts be Thine.

And oh ! be near when, clothed with conquering

power.

The King of TeiTors claims his own dread hour

:

When on the edge of that imknown abyss

Which darkly parts us from the realm of bliss.

Awe-struck alike the timid and the brave.

Alike subdued the monarch and the slave.

Must drink the cup of trembling '—when we see

Nought in the universe but Death and Thee,

Forsake us not ! If still, when life was young.

Faith to thy bosom, as her home, hath sprung,

If Hope's retreat hath been, through all the past.

The shadow by the Rock of Ages cast.

Father, forsake us not ! When tortures urge

The shrinking soul to that mysterious verge

—

1 " Thou hast drunken the dregs of the cup of tremhiing,

and wrung them out."

—

Isaiah, chap. li.
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When from thy justice to thy love wo fly,

On nature's conflict look with pitying eye
;

Bid the strong wind, the fire, the eartliquake cease,

Come in the "small still voice," and whisper

—

Peace

!

'

For oh ! 'tis awful ! He that hath beheld

The parting spirit, by its fears repell'd.

Cling in weak terror to its earthly chain,

And from the dizzy brink recoil, in vain

;

He that hath seen the last convulsive throe

Dissolve the union foi-m'd and closed in woe.

Well knows that hour is awful. In the pride

Of youth and health, by sufferings yet untried.

We talk of Death as something which 'twere sweet

In glory's arms exultingly to meet

—

A closing triumph, a majestic scene.

Where gazing nations watch the hero's mien.

As, undismay'd amidst the tears of all.

He folds his mantle, regally to fall

!

—Hush, f(md enthusiast ! Still, obsciu-e, and lone.

Yet not less temblo because unkno^vn.

Is the last hour of thousands : they retire

From life's tlu-ong'd path, unnoticed to expire.

As the light leaf, whose fall to ruin bears

Some trembling insect's little world of cares.

Descends in silence—while around waves on

The mighty forest, reckless what is gone !

Such is man's doom ; and, ere an hour be flown,

—Start not, thou trifler !—such may be thine own.

But, as life's current in its ebb draws near

The shadowy gulf, there wakes a thought of fear,

A thiilling thought which, haply mock'd before.

We fain would stifle—but it sleeps no more !

There are who fly its mmmurs midst the throng

That join the masque of revelry and song

:

Yet still Death's image, by its power restored.

Frowns midst the roses of the festal board

;

And when deep shades o'er earth and ocean brood.

And the heart owns the might of solitude,

Is its low whisper heard t—a note profound,

But wild and startling as the trumpet sound

That bursts, with sudden blast, the dead repose

Of some proud city, storm'd by midnight foes !

Oh ! vainly Reason's scornful voice would prove

That life had nought to claim such lingering love.

And ask if e'er the captive, half unchain'd.

Clung to the links which yet his step restrain'd.

1 " And behold the Lord passed by, and a great and strong

wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces tlie roclis before

the Lord ; but tlie Lord was not in tiie wind : and after tlie

wind an earthqualie ; but tlie Lord was not in theeorthqualie:

In vain Philosophy, with tranquil pride.

Would mock the feelings she perchance can hide,

Call up the countless armies of the dead,

Point to the pathway beaten by their tread.

And say—"What wouldst thou? Shall the fix'd

decree.

Made for creation, bo reversed for tJice ?
"

Poor, feeble aid ! Proud Stoic ! ask not why

—

It is enough that nature shrinks to die.

Enough, that horror, which thy words upbraid.

Is her dread penalty, and must bo paid !

Search thy deepwisdom, solve the scarce defined

And mystic questions of the parting mind.

Half check'd, half utter'd : tell her what shall burst,

In whelming grandeur, on her vision first, [world

When freed from mortal films— what viewless

Shall first receive her wing, but half unfurl'd

—

What awful and unbodied beings guide

Her timid flight through regions yet mitried

;

Say if at once, her final doom to hear,

Before her God the trembler must appear.

Or wait that day of terror, when the sea

Shall yield its hidden dead, and heaven and earth

shall floe

!

Hast thou no answer 1 Then deride no more

The thoughts that shrink
;
yet cease not to explore

The unknown, the unseen, the future—though the

heart.

As at unearthly sounds, before them start

;

Though the frame shudder, and the spirits sigh.

They have their source in immortality ! [denies,

Whence, then, shall strength, which reason's aid

An equal to the mortal conflict rise ?

Wlien, onthe swift pale horse, whose lightning pace,

Where'er we fly, still wins the dreadful race,

The mighty rider comes—oh whence shall aid

Be drawn to meet his rushing, undismay'd 1

Whence, but from thee, Messiah !— thou hast

drain'd

The bitter cup, till not the dregs remain'd

;

To thee the struggle and the pangs were known.

The mystic horror—all became thine ovra !

But did no hand celestial succour bring,

Till scorn and anguish haply lost their sting!

Came not th' Archangel, in the final hour,

To arm thee with invulnerable power 1

No, Son of God ! upon thy sacred head

The shafts of wrath their tenfold fury shed,

and after the earthquake a fire ; but the Lord was not in tlie

fire : and after tlie fire a still small voice."

—

Kinpt, boolt i.

chap. 19.
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From man averted—and thy path on high

Pass'd through the straight of fiercest agony :

For thus the Eternal, with propitious eyes.

Received the last, the almighty sacrifice !

But wake ! be glad, ye nations ! from the tomb
Is won the victory, and is fled the gloom !

The vale of death in conquest hath been trod.

Break forth in joy, ye ransom'd ! saith your God

;

Swell ye the raptm-es of the song afai-.

And hail with harps your bright and Morning

Star.

He rose ! the everlasting gates of day

Eeceived the King of Glory on his way !

The hope, the comforter of those who wept,

And the first-fruits of them in Him that slept.

He rose, he triumph'd ! he will yet sustain

Frail nature sinking in the strife of pain.

Aided by Him, around the martyr's fi'ame

When fiercely blazed a living shroud of flame.

Hath the firm soul exulted, and the voice

Raised the victorious hymn, and cried. Rejoice !

Aided by Him, though none the bed attend

Where the lone sufierer dies without a friend.

He whom the busy world shall miss no more

Than mom one dewdrop from her coimtless store,

Earth's most neglected child, with trusting heart,

Call'd to the hope of glory, shall depart

!

And say, cold Sophist ! if by thee bereft

Of that high hope, to misery what were left 1

But for the vision of the days to be.

But for the comforter despised by thee.

Should we not wither at the Chastener's look,

Should we not sink beneath our God's rebuke.

When o'er our heads the desolating blast.

Fraught with inscrutable decrees, hath pass'd.

And the stem power who seeks the noblest prey

Hath call'd our fairest and our best away ?

Should we not madden when our eyes behold

All that we loved in marble stillness cold.

No more responsive to our smile or sigh,

Fix'd—frozen—silent—all mortality ?

But for the promise, " All shall yet be well,"

Would not the spirit in its pangs rebel

Beneath such clouds as darken'd when the hand

Of wrath lay heavy on our prostrate land

;

And thou,^ just lent thy gladden'd isles to bless.

Then snatch'd from earth with all thy loveliness.

With all a nation's blessings on thy head,

England's flower ! wert gather'd to the dead?

1 The Princeis Charlotte.

But thou didst teach us. Thou to every heart

Faith's lofty lesson didst thyself impart

!

When fled the hope through all thy pangs which

smUed,

\Vhen thy yoimg bosom o'er thy lifeless child

Yeam'd with vain longing—still thy patient eye

To its last light beam'd holy constancy !

Tom from a lot in cloudless sunshine cast.

Amidst those agonies—thy first and last.

Thy pale Up, quivering with convulsive throes.

Breathed not a plaint—and settled in repose

;

While bow'd thy royal head to Him whose power

Spoke in the fiat of that midnight hour.

Who from the brightest vision of a throne,

Love, glory, empire, claim'd thee for his own.

And spread such terror o'er the sea-girt coast.

As blasted Israel when her ark was lost

!

" It is the wUl of God ! "—yet, yet we hear

The words which closed thy beautiful career

;

Yet should we mourn thee in thy blest abode.

But for that thought—'- It is the wUl of God !

"

Who shall an-aign th' Eternal's dark decree

If not one murmur then escaped from thee t

Oh ! still, though vanishing without a trace.

Thou hast not left one scion of thy race.

Still may thy memory bloom our vales among,

Hallow'd by freedom and enshrined in song !

Still may thy pure, majestic spirit dwell

Bright on the isles which loved thy name so well,

E'en as an angel, vrith presiding care.

To wake and guard thine own high virtues there.

For lo ! the hour when storm-presaging skies

Call on the watchers of the land to rise.

To set the sign of fire on every height,*

And o'er the moimtains rear with patriot might.

Prepared, if summon'd, in its cause to die.

The banner of our faith, the Cross of victory !

By this hath England conquer'd. Field and flood

Have own'd her sovereignty : alone she stood.

When chains o'er all the sceptred earth were

thrown.

In high and holy singleness, alone,

But mighty in her God—and shall she now
Forget before th' Omnipotent to bow 1

From the bright fountain of her glory turn,

Or bid strange fire upon his altars bum!
No ! sever'd land, midst rocks and billows rude.

Throned in thy majesty of solitude.

Still in the deep asylum of thy breast

Shall the pure elements of greatness rest,

2 ** And set up a sign of fire."

—

Jeremiah^ chap. vi.
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Virtue and faith, the tutelary powers,

Thy hearths that hallow, and defend thy towers !

Still, where thy hamlet vales, chosen isle !

In the soft beauty of their verdure smile.

Where yew and elm o'ershade the lowly fanes

That guard the peasant's records and remains,

May the blest echoes of the Sabbath-bell

Sweet on the quiet of the woodlands swell,

And from each cottage-dwelling of thy glades,

When starlight glimmers through the deepening

shades.

Devotion's voice in choral hymns arise,

And bear the land's wann incense to the skies.

There may the mother, as with anxious joy

To heaven her lessons consecrate her boy.

Teach his young accent still the immortal lays

Of Zion's bards, in inspiration's days,

Wlien angels, whispering through the cedar shade,

Prophetic tones to Judah's harp convey'd

;

And as, her soul all glistening in her eyes,

She bids the prayer of infancy arise,

Tell of His name who left his throne on high.

Earth's lowliest lot to bear and sanctify.

His love divine, by keenest anguish tried.

And fondly say
—"lly child, for thee He died !

"

[^Vhat follows is worthy of being here recorded. Tliirteen

years after the publication of the Sceptic, and when the

author, towards the tormination of her earthly cixreer, was

residing with her family in Dublin, a circumstance occurred

by which Mrs Ilemans was greatly affected and impressed.

A stranger one day called at her house, and begged enrnestly

to see her. She was then just recovering from one of Iicr

frequent illnesses, and was obliged to decline the visits of all

but her immediate friends. The applicant was therefore told

that she was unable to receive him ; but he persisted in en-

treating for a few minutes' audience, with such urgent impor-

tunity tliat at bst the point was conceded. The moment he

was admitted, tlue gentleman (for such his manner and

appearance declared him to he) explained, in woi ds and tones

of the deepest feeling, that tlie object of his visit was to

acknowledge a debt of obligation which he could not rest

satisfied without avowing—that to her he owed, in the first

instance, that faith and those hopes which were now more

precious to him than life itself; for that it was by reading her

poem of The Sceptic he had been first awaUened from the

miserable delusions of infidelity, and induced to ** search the

Scriptures." Having poured forth his thanks and benedic-

tions in an uncontrollable gush of emotion, this strange but

interesting visitant took his departure, leaving her over-

whelmed with a mingled sense of joyful gratitude and won-

dering humility.

—

Mem&ir, p. 255-6.]

CRITICAL EXTRACTS FROM RKVIEWS.

North Amarican Ri-vktc.—'* In 1820 Mrs Ilemans pub-

lished The Sceptic, a poem of great merit for its style and its

sentiments, of which we shall give a rapid sketch. She con-

siders the influence of unbelief on the affections and gentler

part of our nature, and, after pursuing the picture of the

misery consequent on doubt, shows the relief that may be

found iti the tlioughts that have tliftir source in immortality.

(Jlancing at pleasure as tlie only resort of the sceptic, slie

turns to the sterner tasks of life :

—

' E'en youth's brief hours

Survive the beauty of their loveliest flowers
;

The soul's pure flame the breath of storma must ftin,

And pain and sorrow claim their nursUng—Man,'

But then tlie sceptic has no relief in memory ; for memory
recalls no joys but such as were transitory, and known to be

such ; and as for hope^

' She, who like heaven's own Bunbeam, smiles for all.

Will she speak comfort ?—Thou hast shorn her plume.

That might have raised thee far above the tomb.

And huah'd the only voice whose angel-tone

Boothes when all melodies ofjoy are nown.'

*' The poet thenasks, if an infidel dare love; and, having

no home for his thouglits in a better world, nurse such feel-

ings as delight to enslirine themselves in the breast of a

parent. She addresses him on the insecurity of an attacli-

ment to a vain idol, from which death may at any time

d'\vi6e him '/or ever.' For relief tlie infidel is

referred to the Christian religion, in a strain which unites

the fervour of devotion with poetic sensibility

The poem proceeds to depict, in a forcible manner, the unfor-

tunate state of a mind which acquires every kind of know-
ledge but that which gives salvation ; and, having gained

possession of the secrets of all ages, and communed with the

majestic minds that shine along the pathway of time, neglects

nothing but eternity. Such a one, in the season of suffering,

finds relief in suicide, and escapes to death as to an eternal

rest. The thought of death recurs to the mind of the poet,

and calls forth a fervent prayer for the divine presence and

support in the hour of dissolution ; for tlie hour, wlien the

soul is brought to the mysterious verge of another life, is an
* awful one.' .... This is followed by an allusion to

the strong love of life which belongs to human nature, and

the instinctive appreliension with wliich the parting mind
muses on its future condition, and asks of itself mystic

questions, that it cannot solve. IJut through the influence of

religion

—

He whom the busy world slmll mias no more
Than mom one dewdrop fl-om her countless s'.ore,

Farth'B moat neglected child, with trusting heart,

Catl'd to the hope of glory, shall depart.'

"After some iinesexpressing the spirit of English patriotism,

in a manner with which foreigners can only be pleased, the

poem closes with the picture of a mother teaching her child

the first lessons of religion, by holding up tJie divine example

of tlie Saviour.

" We have been led-into a longer notice of this poem, for

it illustrates the character of Mrs Ilemans's manner. We
perceive in it a loftiness of purpose, an earnestness of thon-rht,

sometimes made more interesting by a tinge of melancholy,

a depth of religious feeling, a mind alivo to all the interests,

gratifications, and sorrows of social life."— Professor
NORTOX.

Edii^urgh Monthly RevUw.—^" We have on more than

one occasion expressed the very high opinion which we enter-

tain of the talents of this lady ; and it is gratifying to find

that she gives us no reason to retract or modify in any degree

the applause already bestowed, and that every fresh exhibi-

tion of her powers enhances and confirms her claims upon

our admimtion. Mrs Hemans is indeed but in the infancy of

her poetical career ; but it is an infancy of unrivalled beauty,

and of very high promise. Not but that she lus ah-eady

I
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performed more than lias often been sufficient to win for other

candidates no mean place in the roll of fame, but because

what she has already done shrinks, when compared with

what we consider to be her own great capacity, to mere inci-

pient excellence—the intimation rather tlian the fiUftlment of

the high destiny of her genius.

. . . ,
" The verses of Mrs Hemans appear the spon-

taneous offspring of intense and noble feeling, governed by a

clear understanding, and fashioned into elegance by an ex-

quisite delicacy and precision of taste. With more than the

force of many of her masculine competitors, she never ceases

to be strictly feminine in the whole current of her thought

and feeling, nor approaches by any chance the verge of that

free and intrepid course of speculation, of which the boldness

is more conspicuous tlian the wisdom, but into whicli some

of the most remarkable among the female literati of our times

have freely and fearlessly plunged. She has, in the poem

before us, made choice of a subject of which it would have

been very difficult to have reconciled the treatment, in the

hands of some female authors, to the delicacy which belongs

to the sex, and the tenderness and enthusiasm which form its

finest characteristics. A coarse and chilling cente of the

exploded fancies of modern scepticism, done into rhyme by

the Iiand of a woman, would have been doubly disgustinij,

by the revival of absurdities long consigned to oblivion, and

by the revolting exhibition of a female mind shorn of all its

attractions, and wrapt in darkness and defiance. But Mrs

Hemans has chosen the better and the nobler cause, and,

while she has left in the poem before us every trace of vigo-

rous intellect of which the subject admitted, and has far

transcended in energy of thought the prosing pioneers of un-

belief, she has sustained throughout a tone of warm and con-

fiding piety, and has thus proved that the humility of hope

and of faith lias in it none of the weakness with wliicli it has

been charged by the arrogance of impiety, but owns a divine

and mysterious vigour residing under the very aspect ofgentle-

ness and devotion.*'

Quarterly Review.—'* Her last two publications are works

of a higher stamp; works, indeed, of wliich no living poet

need to be ashamed. The first of them is entitled The Sceptic,

and is devoted, as our readers will easily anticipate, to advo-

cating the cause of religion. Undoubtedly the poem must

have owed its being to the circumstances of tiie times—to a

laudable indignation at the course which literature in many
departments seemed lately to be taking in this country, and

at the doctrines disseminated with industry, principally (but

by no means exclusively, as has been falsely supposed) among
the lower orders. Mrs Hemans, however, does not attempt

to reason learnedly or laboriously in verse ; few poems, osten-

sibly pliilosophical or didactic, have ever been of use, except

to display the ingenuity and talent of the writers. People are

not often taught a science or an art in poetry, and much less

will an infidel be converted by a theological treatise in verse-

But the argument of The Sceptic is one of irresistible force to

confirm a wavering mind ; it is simply resting the truth of

religion on the necessity of it—on the utter misery and help-

lessness of man without it. Tliis argument is in itself avail-

able for all the purposes of poetry : it appeals to the imagina-

tion and passions of man ; it is capable of interesting all our

affectionate hopes and charities, of acting upon all our natu-

ral fears. Mrs Hemans has gone through this range with

great feeUng and ability ; and when she comes to the mind

which has clothed itself in its own strength, and relying

proudly on that alone in the hour of affliction, has sunk into

distraction in the contest, she rises into a strain of moral

poetry not often surpassed :

—

' Oh, what Ib nature's strength ? The vacant e>-e.

By mind deserted, bath a dread reply,' etc."]

SUPERSTITION AND REVELATION,

AN UNFINISHED POEM.

Beings of brighter worlds ! that rise at times

As phantoms with ideal beauty fraught.

In those brief visions of celestial climes

Which passHke sunbeams o'erthe realms ofthough t,

Dwell ye around us ?—are ye hovering nigh,

Throned on the cloud, or buoyant in the air ?

And in deep soHtudes, where human eye

Can trace no step, Immortals ! are ye there 1

Oh ! who can tell "!—what power, but Death alone,

Can Uft the mystic veil that shades the world

unknown

!

But Earth hath seen the days, ere yet the flowers

Of Eden wither'd, when reveal'd ye shone

In all your brightness midst those holy bowera-

Holy, but not unfading, as your own !

While He, the child of that primeval soil,

With you its paths in high commimion trode,

His glory yet undimm'd by guilt or toil,

And beaming in the image of his God,

And his pure spirit glowing from the sky,

Exulting in its light, a spark of Deity.

Then, haply, mortal and celestial lays.

Mingling their tones, from nature's temple rose.

When nought but that majestic song of praise

Broke on the sanctity of night's repose.

With music since unheard : and man might trace

By stream and vale, in deep embow'ring shade,
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Devotion's first and loveliest dwelling-place.

The footsteps of th' Omnipotent, who made

That spot a shrine, where youthful nature cast

Her consecrated wealth, rejoicing as Ho pasa'd.

Short were those days, and soon, sons of Heaven!

Your aspect changed for man. In that dread hour,

When from his paradise tho alien driven

Beheld your forms in angry splendour tower,

Guiu-ding the clime where he no more might dwell

With meteor-swords : he saw the living flame.

And his first cry of misery was—" Farewell !

"

His heart's first anguish, exile : he became

A pUgiim on the earth, whose children's lot [not.

Is still for happier lands to pine—and reach them

Where now the chosen bowers that onco beheld

Delight and Love their first bright sabbath keepl

From all its founts the world of waters swell'd.

And wrapt them in the mantle of the deep !

For He, to whom the elements are slaves.

In wrath unchain'd the oceans of tho cloud.

And heaved the abyss beneath, till waves on waves

Folded creation in their mighty shroud

;

Then left the earth a solitude, o'orspread

With its own awful wrecks—a desert of the dead.

But onward flow'd life's busy course again,

And rolling ages with them bore away

—

As to be lost amidst the boundless main,

Rich orient streams their golden sands convey

—

Tho hallow'd lore of old—the guiding light

Left by tradition to the sons of earth.

And the blest memory of each sacred rite

Known in the region of their father's birth,

When in each breeze around his fair abode [God.

Wliisper'd a seraph's voice, or lived the breath of

Who hath not seen, what time tho orb of day,

Cinctured with glory, seeks the ocean's breast,

A thousand clouds all glowing in his ray.

Catching brief splendour from tho purple west ?

So round thy parting steps, fair Truth ! awhile

With borrow'd hues unuumber'd phantoms

shone

;

And Superstition, from thy lingering smile.

Caught a faint glow of beauty not her own,

Blending her rites with thine—while yet alar

Thine eye's last radiance beam'd, a slow-receding

star.

Yet still one stream was pure—one sevcr'd shrine

Was fed with holier fire, by chosen hands

;

And sounds, and dreams, and impulses divine.

Were in the dwellings of the patriarch bands.

There still the father to his child bequeath'd

The sacred torch of never-dying flame ;

There still Devotion's suppliant accents breathed

The One adored and everlasting Name ;

And angel guests would linger and repose

Where those primeval tents amid their palm-trees

rose.

But far o'er earth the apostate wanderers bore

Their alien rites. For them, by fount or shade,

Nor voice, nor vision, holy as of yore,

In thrilling whispers to the soul convey'd

High inspiration : yet in every clime,

Those sons of doubt and error fondly sought

With beings, in their essence more sublime.

To hold communion of mysterious thought

;

On some dread power in trembling hope to lean.

And hear in every wind tho accents of th'

Unseen.

Yes ! we have need to bid our hopes repose

On some protecting influence : hero confined.

Life hath no healing balm for mortal woes.

Earth is too narrow for th' immortal mind.

Our spirits bum to mingle with the day.

As exiles panting for their native coast.

Yet lured by every wild-flower from their way,

And shrinking from tho gulf that must bo

cross'd.

Death hovers round us : in the zephyr's sigh.

As in the storm, he comes—and lo ! Eternity .'

As one left lonely on the desert sands

Of burning Afric, where, without a guide.

He gazes as the pathless waste expands

—

Around, beyond, interminably wide
;

While the red haze, presaging the Simoom,

Obscures tho fierce resplendence of the sky,

Or suns of blasting light perchance illume

The glistenmg Serab ' which illudes his eye :

Such was the wanderer Man, in ages flown.

Kneeling in doubt and fear before tho dread

Unknown.

' Smi&, mirage.

h
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His thoughts explored the past—and where were

they.

The chiefs of men, the mighty ones gone by ?

He tum'd—a boundless Toid before him laj',

Wrapp'd in the shadows of futurity.

How knew the child of Nature that the flame

He felt within him struggling to ascend,

Should perish not with that terrestrial frame

Doom'dwith the earth on which it moved,to blend?

How, when affliction bade his spirit bleed.

If 'twere a Father's love or Tyrant's wrath de-

creed?

Oh ! marvel not if then he sought to trace

In all sublimities of sight and sound.

In rushing winds that wander through all space,

Or midst deep woods, with holy gloom em-

brown'd,

The oracles of Fate ! or if the train

Of floating forms that throng the world of sleep,

And sounds that vibrate on the slumberer's brain,

^Vhen mortal voices rest in stillness deep,

Were deem'd mysterious revelations, sent

From viewless powers, the lords of each dread

element.

Was not wild Nature, in that elder-time,

Clothed with a deeper power 1— earth's wandering

race.

Exploring realms of solitude sublime,

Not as we see, beheld her awful face !

Art had not tamed the mighty scenes which met
Their searching eyes ; unpeopled kingdoms lay

In savage pomp before them—all was yet

Silent and vast, but not as in decay

;

And the bright daystar, from his burning throne,

Look'd o'er a thousand shores, untrodden, voice-

less, lone.

The forests in their dark luxuriance waved.

With all their swell of strange ^olian sound

;

The fearful deep, sole region ne'er enslaved,

Heaved, in its pomp of terror, darkly round.

Then, brooding o'er the images, imprest

By forms of grandeur thronging on his eye.

And faint traditions, guarded in his breast,

Midst dim remembrances of infancy,

Man shaped unearthly presences, in dreams,

Peopling each wilder haunt of mountains, groves,

and streams.

Then bled the victim—^then in every shade

Of rock or turf arose the votive shrine

;

Fear bow'd before the phantoms she portray'd,

And Nature teem'd with many a mystic sign.

Meteors, and storms, and thimders ! ye whose

course

E'en yet is awful to th' enlighten'd eye.

As, wildly rushing from your secret source,

Your sounding chariot sweeps the realms on high,

Then o'er the earth prophetic gloom ye cast,

And the wide nations gazed, and trembled as ye

pass'd.

But you, ye stars ! ui distant glory burning.

Nurtured with flame, bright altars of the sky !

To whose far climes the spirit, vainly turning.

Would pierce the secrets of infinity^

To you the heai-t, bereft of other light.

Its first deep homage paid, on Eastern plains,

Where Day hath terrors, but majestic Night,

Calm in her pomp, magnificently reigns,

Cloudless and silent, circled with the race

Of some unniunber'd orbs, that light the depths of

space.

Shine on ! and brightly plead for erring thought,

Whose wing, unaided in its course, explored

The wide creation, and beholding nought

Like your eternal beauty, then adored

Its living splendours ; deeming them inform'd

By natures temper'd \vith a holier fire

—

Pure beings, with ethereal effluence warm'd.

Who to the source of spirit might aspire,

And mortal prayers benignantly convey

To some presidingPower, more awful far than they.

Guides o'er the desert and the deep ! to you

The seaman turn'd, rejoicing at the holm,

When from the regions of empyreal blue

Ye pour'd soft radiance o'er the ocean-realm
;

To you the dweller of the plains address'd [o^vu

;

Vain prayers, that call'd the clouds and dews your

To you the shepherd, on the mountain's crest,

Kindled the fires that far through midnight shone.

As earth would light up all her hUls, to vie

With your immortal host, and image back the sky.

Hail to the queen of heaven ! her silvery crown

Serenely wearing, o'er her high domain
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She walks ill brightness, looking cloudless down,

As if to smile ou her terrestrial reign.

Earth should be hush'd in slumber—but the night

Calls forth her worshippers ; the feast is spread.

On hoary Lebanon's umbrageous height

The shrine is raised, the rich libation shed

To her, whose beams illume those cedar-shades

Faintly as Nature's light the 'wilder'd soul pervades.

But when thine orb, aU earth's rich hues restoring.

Came forth, sun ! in majesty supreme,

StUl, from thy pure exhaustless fountain, pouring

Beauty and life in each triumphant beam,

Through thine own East what joyous rites prerail'd

!

What choral songs re-eeho'd ! while thy fire

Shone o'er its thousand altars, and exlialed

The precious incense of each odorous pyre,

Heap'd with the richest balms of spicy vales.

And aromatic woods that scent the Arabian gales.

Yet not with Saba's fragrant wealth alone.

Balsam and myrrh, the votive pile was strew'd

;

For the dark children of the burning zone

Drew frenzy fromthy fervours, andbedew'd [scene,

With their own blood thy shrine ; while that wild

Haply with pitying eye, thine angel view'd,

And though with glory mantled, and severe

In his own fulness of beatitude.

Yet moum'd for those whose spirits from thy ray

Caught not one transient spark of intellectual day.

But eartli had deeper stains. Ethereal powers !

Benignant seraphs ! wont to leave the skies.

And hold high converse, midst his native bowers.

With the once glorious son of Paradise, [strains

Look'd ye from heaven in sadness 1 were your

Of choral praise siispended in dismay.

When the polluted shrine of Syria's plains

With clouds of incense dimm'd the blaze of day t

Or did ye veil indignantly your eyes. [fice 1

WliUe demons haU'd the pomp of human sacri-

And well the powers of evil might rejoice,

WTien rose from Tophet's vale the exulting cry.

And, deaf to Nature's supplicatmg voice.

The frantic mother bore her child to die !

Around her vainly clung his feeble hands

With sacred instinct : love hath lost its sway.

While ruthless zeal the sacrifice demands.

And the fires blaze, impatient for their prey.

Let not his shrieks reveal the dreadful tale !

Well may the drum's loud peal o'erpower an

infant's wail]

A voice of sorrow ! not from thence it rose ;

'Twas not the childless mother. Syrian maids,

^Vllere with redwave the mountain streamlet flows,

Keep tearful vigil in their native shades.

With dirge and plaint the cedar-groves resound,

Each rook's deep echo for Adonis mourns :

Weep for the dead ! Away ! the lost is founds

To life and love the buried god returns !

Then wakes the timbrel—then the forests ring.

And shoutsoffrenziedjoyare on each breeze'swing

!

But fill'd with holier joy the Persian stood,

In silent reverence, on the mountain's brow.

At early dayspring, while the expanding flood

Of radiance burst around, above, below

—

Bright, boundless as eternity ; he gazed

Till his full soul, imbibing heaven, o'erflow'd

In worship of th' Invisible, and praised

In thee, Sun ! the symbol and abode

Of life, and power, and excellence—the throne

Where dwelt the Unapproach'd, resplendently

alone.'

What if his thoughts, ivith ening fondness, gave

Mysterious sanctity to things which wear

Th' Eternal's impress 1—if the living wave,

The circling heavens, the free and boundless air—
If the pure founts of everlasting flame,

Deep in his country's hallow'd vales enshrined,

And the bright stars maintain'd a silent claim

To love and homage from his awestruck mind f

Still with his spirit dwelt a lofty dream

Of uncreated Power, far, far o'er these supreme.

XXVIII.

And with that faith was conquest. He whose name
To Judah's harp of prophecy had rung

—

1 At an earlier stage in tlie composition of this poem, the

foilon'ing stanza was here inserted :

—

" Nor rose the Mogian'fl hj-mn, sublimely BWelllng

In flill-toned homage to the source of flame.

From flibric rear'd by man, the gorgeous dwelling

Of sueh bright idol-fonns as art could fVame.

He rear'd no temple, bade no walls contalii

The breath of incense or the voice of prayer;

But made the boundless universe his fane.

The rocks his altar-stone—adoring there

The Being whose Omnipotence pervades

All deserts and all depths, and hallows loneliest sbades."
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He, of whose yet unborn and distant fame

The mighty voice of Inspiration sung,

He came, the victor Cyrus ! As he pass'd,

Thrones to his footstep rock'd, and monarchs lay

Suppliant and clothedwith dust; while nations cast

Their ancient idols down before hh way,

Who in majestic march, from shore to shore,

The quenchless flame revered by Persia's children

bore.

[In the spring of 1820, Mrs Hemans first miide the ac-

quaintance of one who became afterwards a zealous and vahi-

able friend, revered in life, and sincerely mourned in death

—

bishop Heber, then Rector of Hodnet, and a frequent visitor

at Bodryddan, the residence of his father-in-law, the late

Dean of St Asapli, from whom also, during an intercourse of

many years, Mrs riemans at all times received much kindness

and courtesy. Mr Reginald Heber was the first eminent

literary character with whom she had ever familiarly asso-

ciated ; and she therefore entered with a peculiar freshness of

feeling in to the delight inspired by his conversational powers,

enhanced as they were by that gentle benignity of manner,

so often the characteristic of minds of the very highest order.

In a letter to a friend on this occasion, she thus describes her

enjo>Tnent :—" 1 am more delighted with Mr Heber than I

can possibly tell you , his conversation is quite rich with anec-

dote, and every subject on which he speaks had been, you

would imagine, the whole study of his life. In short, his society

has made much the same sort of impression on my mind that

the first perusal of Ivarihoe did ; and was something so per-

fectly new to me, that I can hardly talk of any thing else. I

had a very long conversation with him on the subject of the

poem, which he read aloud, and commented upon as he pro-

ceeded. His manner was so entirely that of a friend, that I

felt perfectly at ease, and did not hesitate to express all my
own ideas and opinions on the subject, even where they did

not exactly coincide with his own."

The poem here alluded to was the one entitled Superttilion

and Revelation^ which Mrs Hemans had commenced some

time before, and which was intended to embrace a very ex-

tensive range of subject. Her original design will be best

given in her own words, from a letter to her friend Miss Park:
—** I have been thinking a good deal of the plan we discussed

together, ofa poem on national superstitions. * Our thoughts

are linked by many a hidden chain,' and in the course of my
lucubrations on this subject, an idea occurred to me, which

I hope you will not think me too presumptuous in wishing

to realise. Might not a poem of some extent and importance,

if the execution were at all equal to the design, be produced,

from contrasting the spirit and tenets of Paganism with those

of Christianity ? It would contain, of course, much classical

allusion ; and all the graceful and sportive fictions of ancient

Greece and Italy, as well as the superstitions of more barbar-

ous climes, might be introduced to prove how little consola-

tion they could convey in the hour of affliction—or hope, in

that of death. Many scenes from history might be portrayed

in illustration of this idea ; and the certainty of a future state,

and of the iramortnlity of the soul, which we derive from

revelation, are surely subjects for poetry of the highest class.

Descriptions of those regions which are still strangers to the

blessings of our religion, such as the greatest part of Africa,

IndLa, &c., might contain much that is poetical ; but the

subject is almost boundless, and I tliinU of it till I am startled

by its magnitude."

Mr Heber approved highly of the plan of the work, and

gave her every encouragement to proceed in it ; supplying

her with many admirable suggestions, both as to the illustra-

tions which might be introduced with the happiest effect, and

the sources from whence the requisite information would best

be derived. But the great labour and research necessary to

the development of a plan which included the superstitions

of every age and country, from the earliest of all idolatries—

the adoration of the sun, moon, and host of heaven, alluded

to in the book of Job—to the still existing rites of the Hindoos

—would have demanded a course of study too engrossing to

be compatible with the many otlier claims, both domestic and

literary, which daily pressed more and more upon the author's

time. The work was, therefore, laid aside ; and the fragment

now first published is all that remains of it, though the pro-

ject was never distinctly abandoned.]

ITALIAN LITERATURE.^

THE BASVIGLIANA OF MONTI.

FROM SISMONDI'S *' LTTTERATURE DD MIDI."

ViNCENZo Monti, a native of Ferrara, is

acknowledged, by the unanimous consent of the

1 *' About this time (1820) ]Mrs Hemans was an occasional

contributor to the Edinburgh Monthly Magazine, then con-

ducted by the Rev. Robert Morehead, whose liberal cour-

tesy in the discharge of his editorial office associated many
agreeable recollections with the period of this literary inter-

course. Several of her poems appeared in the above-men-

tioned periodical, as also a scries of papers on foreign litera-

Italians, as the greatest of their living poets.

Initable, impassioned, variable to excess, he is

always actuated by the impulse of the moment.

Whatever he feels is felt with the most enthu-

siastic vehemence. He sees the objects of his

thoughts—they are present, and clothed with

ture, which, with very few exceptions, were the only prose

compositions she ever gave to the world ; and indeed to these

papers such a distinctive appellation is perhaps scarcely

applicable, as the prose T\Titing may be considered subordi-

nate to the poetical translations, which it is used to intro-

duce."

—

Memoir, p. 41.
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life—before him, and a flexible and harmonious

language is always at his command to paint them

with the richest colouring. Poi-suaded that poetry

is only another species of painting, he makes the

art of the poet consist in rendering apparent, to

the eyes of all, the pictures created by his imagi-

nation for himself ; and he permits not a vei-se

to escape him which does not contain an image.

Deeply impressed by the study of Dante, he has

restored to the character of Italian poetry those

severe and exalted beauties by which it was

distinguished at its birth ; and he proceeds from

one picture to .inother mth a grandeur and dig-

nity peculiar to himself It is extraordinary that,

with something so lofty in his manner and style

of writing, the heart of so impassioned a character

should not bo regulated by principles of greater

consistency. In many other poets, tliis defect

might pass unobserved : but circumstances have

thrown the fullest light upon the versatility of

Monti, and his glory as a poet is attached to

works which display him in continual opposition

to himself. Writing in the Tiiidst of the various

Italian revolutions, he has constantly chosen

political subjects for his compositions, and he has

successively celebrated opposite parties in pro-

portion to their success. Let us suppose, in his

justification, that he composes as an improvisatore,

and that his feelings, becoming highly excited by

the given theme, he seizes the political ideas it

suggests, however foreign they may be to his

individual sentiments.' In these political poems

—the object and purport of which are so different

— the invention and manner are, perhaps, but

too similar. The Baavigliana, or poem on the

death of Basville, is the most celebrated ; but,

since its appearance, it has been discovered that

Monti, who always imitated Dante, has now also

very frequently imitated himself.

Hugh Basville was the French Envoy who was

put to death at Rome by the people, for attempt-

uig, at the beginning of the Revolution, to excite

a sedition against the Pontifical government.

Monti, who was then the poet of the Pope, as he

has since been of the Republic, supposes that, at

the moment of Basville's death, he is saved by a

sudden repentance, from the condemnation which

his philosophical principles had merited. But,

1 The observation of a French author (Le Censeur du Dic-

tionnaire dfs Girouettes) on the geneml versatility of poets,

seems so peculiarly appropriate to the ch.iracter of Monti,

that it might almost be supposed to have I)een written for tlie

express purpose of such an application.—" Le cerveau d'un

po6te est d'une cire nioUe et flexible, oil s'imprune naturelle-

as a punishment for his guilt, and a substitute for

tho pains of purgatory, he is condemned by
Divine Justice to traverse France imtil the crimes

of that country have received their due chastise-

ment, and doomed to contemplate the misfor-

tunes and reverses to which he has contributed

by assisting to extend the progress of the Revo-

lution.

An angel of heaven conducts BasvUlo from pro-

vince to province, that he may behold the desola-

tion of his lovely country. He then conveys him

to Paris, and makes him witness the sufferings

and death of Louis XVI., and afterwards shows

him the Allied armies prepared to burst upon

France, and avenge the blood of her king. The

poem concludes before the issiie of the contest

is known. It is divided into four cantos of three

hundred lines each, and written in terza rima,

hke the poem of Dante. Not only many expres-

sions, epithets, and lines are borrowed from the

Divine Comedy, but the invention itself is similar.

An angel conducts Basville through the suffering

world ; and this faithful guide, who consoles and

supports the spectator-hero of tho poem, acts pre-

cisely the same part which is performed by Virgil

in Dante. Basville himself thinks, feels, and

suffers, exactly as Dante would have done. Monti

has not preserved any traces of his revolutionary

character—he describes him as feeling more pity

than remorse—and he seems to forget, in thus

identifying himself with his hero, that he has at

first represented Basville, and perhaps without

foimdation, as an infidel and a ferocious revolu-

tionist. The Baavigliana is, perhaps, more re-

markable than any other poem for the majesty

of its verse, the sublimity of its expression, and

the richness of its colouring. In the first canto the

spirit of Basville thus takes leave of the body :

—

" Sleep, beloved companion of my woes.

Rest thou in deep and undisturb'd repose

;

Till at the last great day, from slumber's bed.

Heaven's trumpet-summons shall awake the dead.

"Be the earth light upon thee, mild the shower.

And soft the breeze's wing, tUl that dread hour

;

Nor let the wanderer passing o'er thee, breathe

Words of keen insult to tho dust beneath.

ment tout ce qui ]e flatte, le s^duit, et I'alimente. La mu96
du chant n'a pasdepartie; c'est une <!-tourdie sans conse-

quence, qui folAtre ^galement et sur de riclies gnzons et sur

d'aridesbruytres. Un pof^te en d<^lire chante indifTt^-remment

Titus et Thamaak, Louis ISme et Cromwell, Christine de

Su6de et Stanchon la Vielleuse."
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" Sleep thou in peace ! Beyond the funeral pyre.

There live no flames of vengeance or of ire

;

And midst high hearts I leave thee, on a shore

Where mercy's home hath been from days of yore."

Tims to its earthly form the spirit cried,

Then turn'd to follow its celestial guide

;

But with a downcast mien, a pensive sigh,

A lingering step, and oft reverted eye

—

As when a child's reluctant feet obey

Its mother's voice, and slowly leave its play.

Night o'er the earth her dewy veil had cast,

When from th' Eternal City's towers they pass'd,

And rising in their flight, on that proud dome,

Whose walls enshrine the guardian saint of Rome,

Lo ! where a chei-ub-form sublimely tower'd.

But dreadful in his glory ! Sternly lower'd

Wrath in his kingly aspect. One he scem'd

Of the bright seven, whose dazzUng splendour

beam'd

On high amidst the burning lamps of heaven,

Seen in the dread, o'erwhelming visions given

To the rapt seer of Patmos. Wheels of fire

Seera'd his fierce eyes, all kindling in their ire

;

And his loose tresses, floating as he stood,

A comet's glare, presaging woe and blood.

He waved his sword—its red, terrific light

With fearful radiance tinged the clouds of night

;

While his loft hand sustain'd a shield so vast.

Far o'er the Vatican beneath was cast

Its broad, protecting shadow. As the plume

Of the strong eagle spreads in sheltering gloom

O'er its young brood, as yet untaught to soar

;

And while, all trembling at the whirlwind's roar.

Each humbler bird shrinks cowering in its nest.

Beneath that wing of power, and ample breast,

They sleep unheeding ; while the storm on high

Breaks not their calm and proud security.

In the second canto, Basville enters Paris with

his angehc guide, at the moment preceding the

execution of Louis XVI.

The air was heavy, and the brooding skies

Look'd fraught with omens, as to harmonise

With his pale aspect. Through the forest round

Not a leaf whisper'd—and the only sound

That broke the stillness was a streamlet's moan

Murmuring amidst the rocks with plaintive tone.

As if a storm within the woodland bowers

Were gathering. On they moved—and lo ! the

towers

Of a far city ! Nearer now they drew

;

And aU reveal'd, expanding on their view.

The Babylon, the scene of crimes and woes

—

Paris, the guilty, the devoted, rose !

In the dark mantle of a cloud array'd,

Viewless and hush'd, the angel and the shade

Enter'd that evil city. Onward pass'd

The heavenly being first, with brow o'ercast

And troubled mien, while in his glorious eyes

Tears had obscm-ed the splendour of the skies.

Pale with dismay, the trembling spirit saw

That alter'd aspect, and, in breathless awe,

Mark'd the strange silence round. The deep-
j

toned swell i

Of life's full tide was hush'd ; the sacred bell,
|

The clamorous anvil, mute ; all sounds were fled

Of labour or of mirth, and in their stead

Terror and stillness, boding signs of woe.

Inquiring glances, rumoui-s whisper'd low,

Questions half-utter'd, jealous looks that keep

A fearfid watch around, and sadness deep

That weighs upon the heart ; and voices, heard

At intervals, in many a broken word

—

Voices of mothers, tremblmg as they press'd

Th' unconscious infant closer to their breast

;

Voices of wives, with fond imploring cries,

And the wild eloquence of tears and sighs.

On their own thresholds striving to detain

Their fierce impatient lords ; but weak and vain

Affection's gentle bonds, in that dread hour

Of fate and fury—Love hath lost his power !

For evil spirits are abroad, the air

Breathes oftheir influence. Druid phantoms there,

Fired by that thirst for victims which of old

Raged in their bosoms fierce and uncontroU'd,

Rush, in ferocious transport, to survey

The deepest crime that o'er hath dimm'd the day.

Blood, human blood, hath stain'd their vests and

hair.

On the winds tossing, with a sanguine glare.

Scattering red showers around them ! Flaming

brands

And serpent scourges in their restless hands

Are wildly shaken. Others lift on high

The steel, th' envenom'd bowl ; and, hurrying by,

With touch of fire contagious fury dart

Through human veins, fast kindling to the heart.

Then comes the rush of crowds ! restrain'd no more.

Fast from each home the frenzied inmates pour

;

From every heart afi'righted mercy flies,

^Vhile her soft voice amidst the tumult dies.

Then the earth trembles, as from street to street

The tramp of steeds, the press of hastening feet.

The roll of wheels, all mingling in the breeze.

Come deepening onward, as the swell of seas
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Heard at the dcud of midnight ; or the moan

Of distant tempests, or the hollow tone

Of the far thunder ! Then what feelings press'd,

wretched Basville ! on thy guilty breast

;

What pangs were thine, thus fated to behold

Death's awful banner to the winds unfold !

To see the axe, the scaffold, raised on high

—

The dark impatience of the murderer's eye.

Eager for crime ! And he, the great, the good.

Thy martyr-king, by men athirst for blood

Dragg'd to a felon's death ! Yet still his mien,

Midst that wild throng, is loftily serene

;

And his step falters not. hearts unmoved !

Where have you borne your monarch 1—He who
loved

—

Loved you so well ! Behold ! the sun grows pale.

Shrouding his gloi-y in a tearful veil

;

The misty air is silent, as in dread,

And the dim sky with shadowy gloom o'erspread

;

WhUe saints and martyrs, spirits of the blest.

Look down, all weeping, from their bowers of rest.

In that dread moment, to the fatal pile

The regal victim came ; and raised the while

His patient glance, with such an aspect high,

So firm, so calm, in holy majesty.

That e'en th' assassins' hearts a moment shook

Before the grandeur of that kingly look

;

And a strange thrill of pity, half-renew'd.

Ran through the bosoms of the multitude.

Like Him, who, breathing mercy to the last,

Pray'd till the bitterness of death was past

—

E'en for his murderers pray'd, in that dark hour

When his soul yielded to affliction's power,

And the winds bore his dying cry abroad—

•

"Hast thou forsaken me, my God ! my God!"

—

E'en thus the monarch stood ; his prayer arose.

Thus calling down forgiveness on his foes

—

" To Thee my spirit I commend," he cried

;

" And my lost people, Father 1 be their guide 1

"

But the sharp steel descends—the blow is given.

And answer'd by a thunder-peal from heaven

;

Earth, stain'd with blood, convulsive terrora owns.

And her kings tremble on their distant thrones !

THE ALCESTIS OF ALFIERL

The Alcestis of Alpiebi is said to have been the

last ti-agedy he composed, and is distinguished to

a remarkable degree by that tenderness of which

his former works present bo few examples. It

would appear as if the pure and exalted affection

by which the impetuosity of his fiery spirit was

ameliorated during the latter years of his life, had

impressed its whole character on this work, as a

record of that domestic happiness in whose bosom

his heart at length found a resting-place. Most

of his earlier writings boar witness to that " fever

at the core," that burning impatience of restraint,

and those incessant and untameable aspirations

after a wider sphere of action, by which his youth

was consumed; but the poetry of Alcestis must

find its echo in every heart which has known the

power of domestic ties, or felt the bitterness of

their dissolution. The interest of the piece, how-

ever, though entirely domestic, is not for a mo-

ment allowed to languish; nor does the conjugal

affection, which forms the mainspring of the

action, ever degenerate into the pastoral insipidity

of Metastasio. The character of Alcestis herself,

with all its lofty fortitude, heroic affection, and

subdued anguish, powerfully recalls to our ima-

gination the calm and tempered majesty distin-

guishing the masterpieces of Greek sculpture, in

which the expression of mental or bodily suffering

is never allowed to transgress the limits of beauty

and sublimity. The union of dignity and afflic-

tion impressing more than earthly grandevir on

the countenance of Niobe, would be, perhaps, the

best illustration of this analogy.

The following scene, in which Alcestis announces

to Pheres, the father of Admetus, the terms upon

which the oracle of Delphos has declared that his

son may be restored, has seldom been surpassed

by the author, even in his most celebrated pro-

ductions. It is, however, to be feared that little

of its beauty can be transfused into a translation,

as the severity of a style so completely devoid of

imagery, mvist render it dependent for many in-

communicable attractions upon the melody of the

original language.

ACT I.—Scene IL

Alcestis, Pheres.

A Ic. Weep thou no more ! monarch, dry thy

teal's !

For know, he shall not die ; not now shall fate

Bereave thee of thy son.

Phe. What mean thy words 1

Hath then Apollo—is there then a hope ?

Ale. Yes! hope for thee—^hope by the voice

announced

I



122 ITALIAN LITERATURK

From the prophetic cave. Nor would I yield

To other hps the tidings, meet alone

For thee to hear from mine.

Phe. But say ! oh ! say.

Shall then my son be spared ?

Ale. He shall, to thee.

Thus hath Apollo said—Alcestis thus

Confirms the oracle—be thou secure.

Phe. sounds of joy ! He lives !

Ale. But not for this,

Think not that e'en for this the stranger Joy

Shall yet revisit these devoted walls. [death

Phe. Can there be grief when from his bed of

Admetus rises ? What deep mysteiy lurks

Within thy words 1 What mean'st thou 1 Gracious

heaven !

Thou, whose deep love is all his own, who hear'st

The tidiugs of his safety, and dost bear

Transport and life in that glad oracle

To his despairing sire ; thy cheek is tinged

With death, and on thy pure ingenuous brow.

To the brief hghtning of a sudden joy,

Shades dark as night succeed, and thou art wrapt

In troubled silence. Speak ! oh, speak !

Ale. The gods

Themselves have limitations to their power

Impassable, eternal—and their will

Resists not the tremendous laws of fate

:

Nor small the boon they grant thee in the life

Of thy restored Admetus.

Phe. In thy looks

There is expression, more than in thy words.

Which thrills my shuddering heart. Declare, what

terms-

Can render fatal to thyself and us

The rescued life of him thy soul adores ?

A Ic. father ! could iny silence aught avail

To keep that fearful secret from thine ear,

Still should it rest unheard, till all fulfill'd

Were the dread sacrifice. But vain the ivish
;

And since too soon, too well it must be known.

Hear it from me.

Phe. Throughout my curdling veins

Rims a cold, deathlike hoiTor ; and I feel

I am not all a father. In my heart

Strive many deep affections. Thee I love,

fair and high-soul'd consort of my son !

More than a daughter ; and thine infant race.

The cherish'd hope and glory of my stge
;

And, unimpair'd by time, within my breast.

High, holy, and unalterable love

For her, the partner of my cares and joys.

Dwells pure and perfect yet. Bethink thee, then.

In what suspense, what agony of fear,

I wait thy words ; for well, too well, I see

Thy lips are fraught with fatal auguries.

To some one of my race.

Ale. Death hath his rights,

Of which not e'en the great Supernal Powers

May hope to rob him. By his ruthless hand,

Already seized, the noble victim lay.

The heir of empire, in his glowing prime

And noonday, struck ;—Admetus, the revered.

The bless'd, the loved, by all who own'd his sway

—

By his illustrious parents, by the realms

Surrounding his—and oh ! what need to add.

How much by liis Alcestis ?—Such was he.

Already in th' unsparing gi-asp of death

Withering, a certain prey. ApoUo thence

Hath snatch'd him, and another in his stead.

Though not an equal—(who can equal him 1)

Must fall a voluntary sacrifice.

Another, of his lineage or to him

By closest bonds imited, must descend

To the dark realm of Orcus in Ais place,

Who thus alone is saved.

Phe. What do I hear^

Woe to us, woe !—what victim 1—who shall be

Accepted in his stead ]

Ale. The dread exchange

E'en now, father ! hath been made ; the prey

Is ready, nor is wholly worthless him

For whom 'tis freely offer'd. Nor wilt thou,

mighty goddess of th' infernal shades !

A\Tiose image sanctifies this threshold floor.

Disdain the victim.

Phe. All prepared the prey !

And to our blood allied ! Oh, heaven I—and yet

Thou bad'st me weep no more !

Ale. Yes I thus I said.

And thus again I say, thou shalt not weep

Thy son's, nor I deplore my husband's doom.

Let liim be saved, and other sounds of woe

Less deep, less mournful far, shall here be heard.

Than those his death had caused.—With some few

tears,

But grief, and mingled with a gleam of joy.

E'en while the involuntary tribute lasts.

The victim shall be honour'd who resign'd

Life for Admetus.—Would'st thou know the prey.

The vow'd, the willing, the devoted one,

Offer'd and hallow'd to th' infernal gods.

Father !—'tis L
Phe. Wliat hast thou done ? Oh, heaven ! [saved

What hast thou done? And think'st thou he ia

By such a compact f Think'st thou he can live

Bereft of thee ?—Of thee, his light of Kfe,

His very soul !—Of thee, beloved far more
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Than his loved pareuts—^than his children more

—

More than himself] Oh no ! it shall not be?

Thou polish, Alcestis ! in the flower

Of thy young beauty !—perish, and destroy

Not him, not him alone, but us, but all.

Who as a child adore thee ! Desolate

Would be the throne, the kingdom, reft of thee.

And think'st thou not of thosewhose tender yeai-s

Demand thy care ?—thy children ! think of them !

thou, the source of each domestic joy.

Thou, in whose life alone Admetus lives,

His glory, his delight, thou shalt not die

While I can die for thee ! Me, mo alone,

The oracle demands—a wither'd stem,

MTioso task, whose duty, is for him to die.

My race is nm—the fulness of my years.

The faded hopes of age, and all the love

Which hath its dwellmg in a father's heart.

And the fond pity, half with wonder blent,

Inspired by thee, whose youth with heavenly gifts

So richly is endow'd ;—all, all unite

To grave in adamant the just decree.

That I must die. But thou, I bid thee live !

Pheres commands thee, Alcestis—live !

Ne'er, ne'er shall woman's youthful love surpass

An aged sire's devotedness.

Ale. I know
Thy lofty soul, thy fond paternal love

;

Pheres, I know them well, and not in vain

Strove to anticipate their high resolves.

But if in silence I have heard thy words.

Now calmly list to mine, and thou shalt own
They may not be withstood.

Phe. What canst thou say

Which I should hear ? I go, resolved to save

Him who with thee would perish ;—to the shrine

E'en now I fly.

A Ic. Stay, stay thee ! 'tis too late.

Already hath consenting Proser{)ine,

From the remote abysses of her realms.

Heard and accepted the terrific vow
Which binds me, with indissoluble ties.

To death. And I am firm, and well I know
None can deprive me of the awful right

That vow hath won.

Yes ! thou mayst weep my fate.

Mourn for me, father ! but thou canst not blame

My lofty purpose. Oh ! the more endear'd

My life by every tie—the more I feel

Death's bitterness, the more my sacrifice

Is worthy of Admetus. I descend

To the dim shadowy regions of the dead

A guest more honour'd.

In thy presence here

Again I utter'd the tremendous vow.

Now more than half fulfill'd. I feel, I know.

Its dread eff'ects. Through all my burning veins

Th' insatiate fever revels. Doubt is o'er.

The Monarch of the Dead hath heard—he calls.

He summons me away—and thou art saved,

my Admetus !

In the opening of the third act, Alcestis enters,

with her son Eumeles, and her daughter, to com-

plete the sacrifice by dying at the feet of Proser-

pine's statue. The following scene ensues be-

tween her and Admetus.

Ale. Here, my faithful handmaids! at the feet

Of Proserpine's dread image spread my couch

;

For I myself e'en now must ofi'er here

The victim she requires. And you, meanwhile.

My children ! seek your sire. Behold him there.

Sad, silent, and alone. But through his veins

Health's genial current flows once more, as free

As in his brightest days : and he shall live

—

Shall live for you. Go, hang upon his neck.

And with your innocent encircling arms

Twine round him fondly.

i'um. Can it be indeed,

Father, loved father ! that we see thee thus

Restored? What joy is ours !

Adm. There is no joy I

Speak not of joy ! Away, away ! my grief

Is wild and desperate. Cling to me no more

!

1 know not of afi'ection, and I feel

No more a father.

£um. Oh ! what words are these ?

Are we no more thy children 1 Are we not

Thine own? Sweet sister! twine arovmd his neck

More close ; he must return the fond embrace.

A dm. children ! my children ! to my soul

Your innocent words and kisses are as darts.

That pierce it to the quick. I can no more
Sustain the bitter conflict. Eveiy sound

Of your soft accents but too well recalls

The voice which was the music of my life.

Alcestis ! my Alcestis !—was she not

Of all her sex the flower ? Was woman e'er

Adored Uke her before ] Yet this is she,

The cold of heart, th' ungrateful, who hath left

Her husband and her infants ! This is she,

my deserted children ! who at once

Bereaves you of your parents.

Ale. Woe is me I

1 hear the bitter and reproachful cries

Of my despairing lord. With life's last powers.
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Oh ! let me strive to soothe him still. Approach,

My handmaids, raise me, and support my steps

To the distracted mourner. Bear me hence,

That he may hear and see me.

A dm. Is it thou?

And do I sec thee still t and com'st thou thus

To comfort me, Alcestis 1 Must I hear

The dying accents thus ) Alas ! return

To thy sad couch—return ! 'tis meet for me
There by thy side for ever to remain.

Ale. For me thy care is vain. Though meet for

thee [are these,

Adm. voice ! looks of death ! are these,

Thus darkly shrouded with mortality,

The eyes that were the sunbeams and the life

Of my fond soul ? Alas ! how faint a i-ay

Falls from their faded orbs, so brilliant once,

Upon my drooping brow ! How heavily,

With what a weight of death thy languid voice

Sinks on my heart ! too faithful far, too fond.

Alcestis ! thou art dj-ing—and for me !

Alcestis ! and thy feeble hand supports

With its last power, supports my sinking head.

E'en now, while death is on thee ! Oh ! the touch

Kekindles tenfold frenzy in my heart.

I nish, I fly impetuous to the shrine.

The image of yon ruthless Deity,

Impatient for her prey. Before thy death,

There, there, I too, self-sacrificed, will fall.

Vain is each obstacle—in vain the gods

Themselves would check my fury. I am lord

Of my own days—and thus I swear

Ale. Yes! swear,

Admetus ! for thy children to sustain

The load of life. All other impious vows.

Which thou, a rebel to the sovereign will

Of those who rule on high, mightst dai'e to foim

Within thy breast, thy lip, by them enchain'd.

Would vainly seek to utter. Seest thou not.

It is from them the inspiration flows

Which in my language breathes ] They lend me
power, [fuse

They bid me through thy strengthen'd soul trans-

High courage, noble constancy. Submit,

Bow down to them thy spirit. Be thou calm;

Be near me. Aid me. In the dread extreme

To which I now approach, from whom but thee

Should comfort be derived t Afflict me not.

In such an hour, with anguish worse than death.

faithful and beloved, support me stUl !

The choruses with which this tragedy is inter-

spersed are distinguished for their melody and

classic beauty. The following translation will give

our readers a faint idea of the one by which the

third act is concluded.

Ak. My children! all is finish'd. Now, farewell

!

To thy fond care, Pheres ! I commit

My widow'd lord : forsake him not.

£um. Alas !

Sweet mother ! wilt thou leave us ? From thy side

Are we for ever parted 1

Phe. Tears forbid

All utterance of our woes. Bereft of sense.

More lifeless than the dying victim, see

The desolate Admetus. Farther yet.

Still farther, let us bear him from the sight

Of his Alcestis.

Ale. my handmaids ! still

Lend me your pious aid, and thus compose

With sacred modesty these torpid limbs

When death's last pang is o'er.

Chorus.

Alas ! how weak

Her struggling voice ! that last keen pang is near

Peace, mourners, peace I

Be hush'd, be silent, in this hour of dread !

Our cries would but increase

The sufferer's pang ; let tears unheard be shed,

Cease, voice of weeping, cease !

Sustain, friend I

Upon thy faithful breast.

The head that sinks with mortal pain opprest I

And thou assistance lend

To close the languid eye.

Still beautiful in life's last agony.

Alas, how long a strife !

What anguish struggles in the parting breath.

Ere yet immortal life

Be won by death !

Death ! death ! thy work complete !

Let thy sad hour be fleet.

Speed, in thy mercy, the releasing sigh !

No more keen pangs impart

To her, the high in heart,

Th' adored Alcestis, worthy ne'er to die.

Choms of Admetus.

'Tis not enough, oh no I

To hide the scene of anguish from his eyes

;

Still must our silent band

Around him watchful stand.

And on the mourner ceaseless care bestow,

That his ear catch not grief's funereal cries.
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Yet, yet hope is not dead,

All is not lost below,

While yet the gods have pity on our woe.

Oft when all joy is fled,

Heaven lends support to those

Who on its care in pious hope repose.

Then to the blessed skies

Let our submissive prayers in chorus rise.

Pray ! bow the knee, and pray !

What other task have mortals, bom to tears.

Whom fate controls with adamantine sway 1

ruler of the spheres !

Jove ! Jove ! enthroned immortally on high.

Our supplication hear !

Nor plunge in bitterest woes

Him, who nor footstep moves, nor lifts his eye

But as a child, which only knows

Its father to revere.

IL CONTE DI CARMAGNOLA

;

A TRAGEDY.

BY ALESSANDRO MANZONI.

Francesco Bussone, the son of a peasant in

Carmagnola, from whence his nom-de-gwerre was

derived, was bom in the year 1390. Whilst yet a

boy, and employed in the care of flocks and herds,

the lofty character ofhis countenance was observed

by a soldier of fortune, who invited the youth to

forsake his rustic occupations, and accompany him
to the busier scenes of the camp. His persuasions

were successful, and Francesco entered with him

into the service of Facino Cane, Lord of Alessan-

dria. At the time when Facino died, leaving

fourteen cities acquired by conquest to Beatrice

di Tenda, his wife, Francesco di Carmagnola was

amongst the most distinguished of his captains.

Beatrice afterwards marrying Philip Visconti, Duke

of Jlilan, (who rewarded her by an ignominious

death for the regal dowery she had conferred upon

him,) Carmagnola entered his army at the same

time; and having, by his eminent services, firmly

established the tottering power of that prince,

Received from him the title of Count, and was

placed at the head of all his forces. The natural

caprice and ingratitude of Philip's disposition,

however, at length prevailed ; and Carmagnola,

disgusted with the evident proof of his wavering

friendship and doubtful faith, left his service and

his territories, and after a variety of adventures

took refuge in Venice. Thither the treachery of

the Duke pursued him, and emissaries were

employed to procure his assassination. The plot,

however, proved abortive, and Carmagnola was

elected captain-general of the Venetian armies,

during the league formed by that republic against

the Duke of Milan. The war was at first carried

on with much spirit and success, and the battle

of Maclodio, gained by Carmagnola, was one of

the most important and decisive actions of those

times. The night after the combat, the victorious

soldiers gave liberty to almost all their prisoners.

The Venetian envoys having made a complaint

on this subject to the Count, he inquired what

was become of the captives ; and upon being in-

formed that all, except four hundred, had been

set free, he gave orders that the remaining ones

also should be released immediately, according to

the custom which prevailed amongst the armies

of those days, the object of which was to prevent

a speedy termination of the war. This proceed-

ing of Carmagnola's occasioned much distrust and

irritation in the minds of the Venetian rulers;

and their displeasure was increased when the

armada of the Republic, commanded by II Trevi-

sani, was defeated upon the Po, without any

attempt in its favour having been made by the

Count. The failure of their attempt upon Cre-

mona was also imputed to him as a crime ; and

the Senate, resolving to free themselves from a

powerful chief, now become an object of suspi-

cion, after many deliberations on the best method

of carrj-ing their designs into effect, at length

determined to invite him to Venice, under pre-

tence of consulting him on their negotiations for

peace. He obeyed their summons without hesi-

tation or mistrust, and wa.s every where received

with extraordinary honours during the course of

his journey. On his arrival at Venice, and before

he entered his own house, eight gentlemen were

sent to meet him, by whom he was escorted to

St Mark's Place. When he was introduced into

the ducal palace, his attendants were dismissed,

and informed that he would be in private with

the Doge for a considerable time. He was

arrested in the palace, then examined by the

Secret Council, put to the torture, which a woimd
ho had received in the service of the Republic

rendered still more agonising, and condemned to

death. On the 5th May 1432 he wa-s conducted

to execution, vrith his mouth gagged, and be-

headed between the two columns of St Mark's

Place. With regard to the innocence or guilt

of this distinguished character, there exists no
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authentic information. The author of the tragedy,

vv-hicli we are about to analyse, lias chosen to

represent him as entirely innocent, and probabi-

lity at least is on this side. It is possible, that

the haughtiness of an aspiring warrior, accustomed

to command, and impatient of control, might

have been the principal cause of offence to the

Venetians ; or perhaps their jealousy was excited

by his increasing power over the minds of an

obedient army; and, not considering it expedient

to displace him, they resolved upon his destruc-

tion.

This tragedy, which is formed upon the model

of the EngUsh and German drama, comprises the

history of Carmagnola's life, from the day on

which he was made commander of the Venetian

armies to that of his execution, thus embracing

a period of about seven yeara. The extracts we

are about to present to our readers, will enable

them to form their own opinion of a piece which

has excited so much attention in Italy. The first

aet opens in Venice, in the hall of the Senate.

The Doge proposes that the Count di Cannagnola

should be consulted on the projected league be-

tween the Republic and the Florentines, against

the Duke of Milan. To this all agree ; and the

Count is introduced. He begins by justifying

his conduct from the imputations to which it

might be liable, in consequence of his appearing

as the enemy of the Prince whom he had bo

recently served :—

He cast me down
From the high place my blood had dearly won;

And when I sought his presence, to appeal

For justice there, 'twas vain I My foes had form'd

Around his throne a barrier : e'en my life

Became the mark of hatred ; but in this

Their hopes have fail'd—I gave them not the time.

My life !— I stand prepared to yield it up

On the proud field, and in some noble cause

For glory well exchanged ; but not a prey.

Not to be caught ignobly in the toils

Of those I scorn. I left him, and obtain'd

With you a place of refuge
;
yet e'en here

His snares were cast aroimd me. Now all ties

Are broke between us ; to an open foe.

An open foe I come.

He then gives counsel in favour of war, and

retires, leaving the Senate engaged in delibera-

tion. War ia resolved upon, and he is elected

commander. The fourth scene represents the

house of Carmagnola. His soliloquy is noble;

but its character is much more that of English

than of Italian poetry, and may be traced, with-

out difficulty, to the celebrated monologue of

Hamlet.

A leadei-—or a fugitive 1 To drag

Slow years along in idle vacancy.

As a worn veteran living on the fame

Of former deeds—to ofi'er humble prayers

And blessings for protection—owing all

Yet left me of existence to the might

Of other swords, dependent on some arm

Which soon may cast me off; or on the field

To breathe once more, to feel the tide of life

Rush proudly through my veins—to hail again

My lofty star, and at the trumpet's voice

To wake ! to rule ! to conquer !—Which must be

My fate, this hour decides. And yet, if peace

Should be the choice of Venice, shall I cling

Still poorly to ignoble safety here,

Secluded as a homicide, who cowers

Within a temple's precincts t Shall not he

AVho made a kingdom's fate, control his own !

Is there not one among the many lords

Of this divided Italy—not one

With soul enough to envy that bright crown

Encu'cling Philip's head 1 And know they not

'Twas won by me from many a tyrant's grasp,

Snateh'd by my hand, and placed upon the brow

Of that ingrate, from whom my spirit bums
Again to wrest it, and bestow the prize

On him who best shall call the prowess forth

Which slumbers in my arm 1

Marco, a senator, and a friend of the Count,

now arrives, and announces to him that war ia

resolved upon, and that he is appointed to the

command of the armies, at the same time advis-

ing him to act with caution towards his enemies

in the Republic.

Car. Think'st thou I know not whom to deem

my foes ?

Ay, I could number all.

Mar. And know'st thou, too, [art

What fault hath made them such! 'Tis that thou

So high above them : 'tis that thy disdain

Doth meet them undisguised. As yet not one

Hath done thee wrong; but who, when so resolved,

Finds not his time to injure ? In thy thoughts.

Save when they cross thy path, no place is theirs;

But they remember thee. The high in soul

Scorn and forget ; but to the grovelling heart

There is delight in hatred. Rouse it not

;
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Subdue it, while the power is yet thine own.

I counsel no vile arts, from which my soul

Revolts indignantly—thou know'st it well

:

But there is yet a wisdom, not unmeet

For the most lofty nature,—there is power

Of winning meaner minds, without descent

From the high spirit's glorious eminence,

—

And would'st thou seek that magic, it were thine.

The first scene of the second act represents

part of the Duke of Milan's camp near Maclodio.

Malatesti, the commander-in-chief, and Pergola, a

Condottiere of great distinction, are deliberating

upon the state of the war. Pergola considers it

imprudent to give battle, Malatesti is of a con-

trary opinion. They are joined by Sforza and

Fortebraccio, who are impatient for action, and

Torello, who endeavours to convince them of its

inexpediency.

Sfo. Torello, didst thou mark the ardent soul

Which fires each soldier's eye 1

Tor. I mark'd it well.

I heard th' impatient shout, th' exiilting voice

Of Hope and Courage ; and I tum'd aside.

That on my brow the warrior might not read

Th' involuntary thought whose sudden gloom

Had cast deep shadows there. It was a thought.

That this vain semblance of delusive joy

Soon like a dream shall fade. It wa.s a thought

On wasted valour doom'd to perish here.

For these-—what boots it to disguise the truth 1

—

These are no wars in which, for all things loved.

And precious, and revered—for all the ties

Clinging around the heart—for those whose smile

Makes homo so lovely—for his native land.

And for its laws, the patriot soldier fights !

These are no wars in which the chieftain's aim

Is but to station his devoted bands.

And theirs, thus fix'd—to die ! It is our fate

To lead a hireling train, whose spirits breathe

Fury, not fortitude. With burning hearts

They rush where Victory, smiling, waves them on

;

But if delay'd, if between flight and death

Pausing they stand—is there no cause to doubt

What choice were theirs ? And but too well our

hearts

That choice might here foresee. Oh ! evil times.

When for the leader care augments, the more

Bright glory fades away ! Yet once again.

This is no field for us.

After various debates, Malatesti resolves to

attack the enemy. The fourth and fifth scenes

of the second act represent the tent of the Count

in the Venetian camp, and his preparations for

battle. And here a magnificent piece of lyric

poetry is introduced, in which the battle is de-

scribed, and its fatal effects lamented with all the

feeHng of a patriot and a Christian. It appears

to us, however, that this ode, hymn, or chorus as

the author has entitled it, striking as its effect

may be in a separate recitation, produces a much

less powerful impression in the situation it occu-

pies at present. It is even necessary, in order to

appreciate its singular beauty, that it should be

re-perused, as a thing detached from the tragedy.

The transition is too violent, in our opinion, from

a tragic action, in which the characters are repre-

sented as clothed with existence, and passing be-

fore us with all their contending motives and

feelings laid open to our inspection, to the com-

parative coldness of a lyric piece, where the

author's imagination expatiates alone. The poet

may have been led into this error by a definition

of Schlegel's, who, speaking of the Greek choruses,

gives it as his opinion, that " the chorus is to be

considered as a personification of the moral

thoughts inspired by the action—as the organ of

the poet, who speaks in the name of the whole

human race. The chorus, in short, is the ideal

spectator."

But the fact was not exactly thus. The Greek

chorus was composed of real characters, and ex-

pressed the sentiments of the people before whoso

eyes the action was imagined to be passing : thus

the true spectator, after witnessing in represen-

tation the triumphs or misfortunes of kings and

heroes, heard from the chorus the idea supposed

to be entoi-tained on the subject by the more en-

hghtened part of the miiltitude. If the author,

availing himself of his talent for lyric poetiy, and

varying the measure in conformity to the subject,

had brought his chorus into action—introducing,

for example, a veteran looking down upon the

battle from an eminence, and describing its vicis-

situdes to the persons below, with whom he might

interchange a variety of national and moral reflec-

tions—it appears to us that the dramatic effect

would have been considerably heightened, and

the assertion that the Greek chorus is not com-

patible with the system of the modem drama

possibly disapproved. We shall present our

readers with the entire chorus of which we liave

spoken, as a piece to be read separately, and one

to which the follovring title would be much more

appropriate.
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The Baffle of Maclodio {or Macalo.) An Ode.

Hark ! from the right bursts forth a trumpet's

sound,

A loud shrill trumpet from the left replies !

On every side hoarse echoes from the ground

To the quick tramp of steeds and wan-iors rise.

Hollow and deep—and banners, all around.

Meet hostile bannei's waving to the skies

;

Here steel-clad bauds in marahall'd order shine,

And there a host confronts their glittering line.

Lo ! half the field already from the sight

Hath vanish'd, hid by closing groups of foes !

Swords crossing swords flash lightning o'er the

fight.

And the strife deepens and the life-blood flows !

Oh ! who are these t What stranger in his might

Comes bursting on the lovely land's repose 1

What patriot hearts have nobly vow'd to save

Their native soil, or make its dust their grave t

One race, alas 1 these foes—one kindred race.

Were bom and rear'd the same fair scenes among 1

The stranger calls them brothers—and each face

That brotherhood reveals ;—one common tongue

Dwells on their lips—the earth on which we trace

Their heart's blood is the soil from whence they

sprung.

One mother gave them birth—this chosen land,

Circled with Alps and seas by Nature's guardian

hand.

Oh, grief and horror ! who the first could dare

Against a brother's breast the sword to wield 3

What cause unhallow'd and accursed, declare.

Hath bathed with camt^e this ignoble field

!

Think'st thou they know t—they but inflict and

share

Misery and death, the motive unreveal'd !

—Sold to a leader, sold himself to die.

With him they strive—they fall—and ask not

why.

But are there none who love them 1 Have they

none

—

No wives, no mothers, who might rush between.

And win with tears the husband and the son

Back to his home, from this polluted scene ?

And they whose hearts, when life's bright day is

done.

Unfold to thoughts more solemn and serene.

Thoughts of the tomb—why cannot they assuage

The storms of passion with the voice of age ?

Ask not !—the peasant at his cabin-door

Sits calmly pointing to the distant cloud

Which skirts th' horizon, menacing to pour

Destruction down o'er fields he hath not plough'd.

Thus, where no echo of the battle's roar

Is heard afar, even thus the reckless crowd

In ti"auquil safety number o'er the slain.

Or tell of cities biuiiing on the plain.

There mayst thou mark the boy, with earnest gaze

Fix'd on his mother's lips, intent to know.

By names of insult, those whom future days

Shall see him meet in arms, their deadliest foe.

There proudly many a glittering dame displays

Bracelet and zone, with radiant gems that glow.

By lovers, husbands, home in triumph borne.

From the sad brides of fallen warriors torn.

Woe to the victors and the vanquish'd ! woe !

The earth is heap'd, is loaded with the slain

;

Loud and more loud the cries of fury grow

—

A sea of blood is swelling o'er the plain.

But from th' embattled front, already, lo !

A band recedes—it flies—all hope is vain.

And venal hearts, despairing of the strife.

Wake to the love, the clinging love of life.

As the light grain disperses in the air.

Borne from the ivinnowing by the gales around.

Thus fly the vanquish'd in their wild despair.

Chased, sever'd, scatter'd, o'er the ample gi-ound.

But mightier bands, that lay in ambush there,

Burstontheirflight; andhark ! the deepeningsound

Of fierce pursuit I— still nearer and more near.

The rush of war-steeds trampling in the rear.

The day is won ! They fall—disarm'd they yield,

Low at the conqueror's feet all suppliant lying !

Midst shouts of victory pealing o'er the field,

Ah ! who may hear the murmurs of the dying ?

Haste ! let the tale of triumph be reveal'd !

E'en now the courier to his steed is flying.

He spurs—he speeds—with tidings of the day.

To rouse up cities in his lightning way.

Why pour ye forth from your deserted homes,

eager multitudes ! aromid him pres.sing ]

Each hurrying where his breathless courser foams,

Each tongue, each eye, infatuate hope confessing

!

Know ye not whence th' ill-omen'd herald comes.

And dare ye dream he comes with words of bless-

ingI—
Brothers, by brothers slain, lie low and cold,

—

Be ye content ! the glorious tale is told.



IL CONTE DI CARMAGNOLA. 129

I hear the voice of joy, th' exulting cry !

They deck the shrine, they swell the choral strains

:

E'en now the homicides assail the sky

With pa;ans, which indignant heaven disdains !

But from the soaring Alps the stranger's eye

Looks watchful down on our ensanguined plains,

And, with the cruel rapture of a foe.

Numbers the mighty, stretch'd in death below.

Haste ! form your lines again, ye brave and true

!

Haste, haste ! your triumphs and your joys sus-

pending.

Th' invader comes : your banners raise anew.

Rush to the strife, your country's call attending

!

Victors ! why pause ye ?—Arc ye weak and few?

—

Ay ! such he deem'd you, and for this descentling.

He waits you on the field ye know too well.

The same red war-field where your brethren fell

thou devoted land ! that canst not rear

In peace thine offspring ; thou, the lost and won.

The fair and fatal soil, that dost appear

Too narrow still for each contending son

;

Receive the stranger, in his fierce career

Parting thy spoils ! Thy chastening is begun !

And, wresting from thy kings the guai-dian sword,

Foes whom thou ne'er hadst wrong'd sit proudly

at thy board.

Are these infatuate too !—Oh ! who hath known

A people e'er by guilt's vain triumph blest 1

The wrong'd, the vanquish 'd, suffer not alone.

Brief is that joy that swells th' oppressor's breast.

What though not yet his day of pride be flown,

Though yet heaven's vengeance spare his haughty

crest,

Well hath it mai-k'd him

—

and decreed the hour,

Wlien his last sigh shall own the terror of its power.

Are we not creatures of one hand divine,

Form'd in one mould, to one redemption bom ?

Kindred aUke where'er our skies may shine.

Where'er our sight first drank the vital mom 1

Brothers ! one bond around our souls should twine.

And woe to him by whom that bond is torn !

'Who mounts by trampling broken hearts to earth.

Who bows down spirits of immortal birth !

The third act, which passes entirely in the tent

of the Count, is composed of long discourses be-

tween Carmagnola and the 'Venetian envoys. One
of these requires him to pursue the fugitives after

his victory, which he haughtily refuses to do,

declaring that he will not leave the field until he

has gained possession ofthesurroundingfortresscB.

Another complains that the Condottieri and the

soldiers have released their prisoners, to which

ho replies, that it is an established military cus-

tom ; and, sending for the remaining four hundred

captives, he gives them their Uberty also. This

act, which terminates with the suspicious observa-

tions of the envoys on Camiagnola's conduct, is

rather baiTcn of interest, though the episode of

the younger Pergola, which we shall lay before

our readers, is happily imagined.

As the prisoners are departing, the Count ob-

serves the younger Pergola, and stops him.

Car. Thou art not, youth !

One to be number'd with the vulgar crowd.

Thygarb, and more, thy towering mien, would spealk

Of nobler parentage. Yet with the rest

Thou minglest, and art silent

!

Per. Silence best,

chief ! befits the vanquish'd.

Car. Bearing up

Against thy fate thus proudly, thou art proved

Worthy a better star. Thy name ?

Per. 'Tis one

Whose heritage doth impose no common task

On him that bears it ; one which to adorn

With brighter bhizonry were hard emprise :

My name is Pergola.

Car. And art thou, then,

That warrior's son ?

Per. I am.

Car. Approach ! embrace

Thy father's early friend ! What thou art now
1 was when first we met. Oh ! thou dost bring

Back on my heart remembrance of the days,

The young, and joyous, and adventurous days,

Of hope and ardour. And despond not thou !

My dawn, 'tis true, witli brighter omens smiled,

But still fair Fortune's glorious promises

Are for the brave ; and, though delay'd awhile,

She soon or late fulfils them. Youth ! salute

Thy sire for me ; and say, though not of thee

I ask'd it, yet my heart is well assured

He coimsell'd not this battle.

Per. Oh ! ho gave

Far other counsels, but his fruitless words

Were spoken to the winds.

Car. Lament thou not.

Upon his chieftain's head the shame vrill rest

Of this defeat ; and he who firmly stood

Fix'd at his post of peril hath begun

A soldier's race full nobly. Follow me,

I will restore thy sword.
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The fourth act is occupied by the machinations

of the Count's enemies at Venice ; and the jealous

and complicated policy of that Republic, and the

despotic authority of the Council of Ten, are skil-

fully developed in many of the scenes.

The first scene of the fifth act opens at Venice

in the hall of the Council of Ten. Carmagnola is

consulted by the Doge on the terms of peace

offered by the Duke of Milan. His advice is re-

ceived with disdain, and, after various insults, he

is accused of treason. His astonishment and in-

dignation at this unexpected charge are expressed

with aU the warmth and simplicity of innocence.

Cor. A traitor ! I !—that name of infamy

Reaches not me. Let him the title bear

Who best deserves such meed—it is not mine.

Call me a dupe, and I may well submit.

For such my part is here
; yet would I not

Exchange that name, for 'tis the worthiest still.

A traitor !—I retrace in thought the time

When for your cause I fought ; 'tis all one path

Strew'd o'er with flowers. Point out the day on

which

A traitor's deeds were mine ; the day which pass'd

Unmark'd by thanks, and praise, and promises

Of high reward ! What more 1 Behold me here

!

And when 1 came to seeming honour call'd,

When in my heart most deeply spoke the voice

Of love, and grateful zeal, and trusting faith

—

Of trusting faith !—Oh, no ! Doth he who comes

Th' invited guest of friendship dream of faith ?

I came to be ensnared ! Well ! it is done,

And be it so ! but since deceitful hate

Hath thrown at length her smiling mask aside,

Praise be to heaven I an open field at least

Is spread before us. Now 'tis yours to speak.

Mine to defend my cause ; declare ye then

My treasons !

Doge. By the secret college soon

AU shall be told thee.

Car. I appeal not there.

What I have done for you hath all been done

In the bright noonday, and its tale shall not

Be told in darkness. Of a warrior's deeds

Warriors alone should judge ; and such I choose

To be mine arbiters—my proud defence

Shall not be made in secret. All shall hear.

Doge. The time for choice is past.

Car. What I Is there force

Employ'd against me?—Guards ! (raisinghia voice)

Doge. They are not nigh.

Soldiers! [enter armed men.) Thy guards are these.

Car. I am betray'd !

Doge. 'Twas then a thoughtofwisdom to disperse

Thy followers. Well and justly was it deem'd

That the bold traitor, in his plots surprised.

Might prove a rebel too.

Car. E'en as ye Hst

Now be it yours to charge me.

Doge. Bear him hence.

Before the secret college.

Car. Hear me yet

One moment first. That ye have doom'd my death

I well perceive ; but with that death ye doom
Your own eternal shame. Far o'er these towers.

Beyond its ancient bounds, majestic floats

The banner of the Lion, in its pride

Of conquering power, and well doth Europe know

/ bore it thxis to empire. Here, 'tis true,

No voice will speak men's thoughts ; but farbeyond

The limits of your sway, in other scenes.

Where that still, speechless teiTor hath not reaoh'd.

Which is your sceptre's attribute, my deeds

And your reward will live in chronicles

For ever to endure. Yet, yet, respect

Your annals, and the future ! Ye will need

A warrior soon, and who will then be yours 1

Forget not, though your captive now I stand,

I was not bom your subject. No ! my birth

Was midst a warhke people, one in soul.

And watchful o'er its rights, and used to deem

The honour of each citizen its own.

Think ye this outrage will be there unheard 1

There is some treachery here. Our common foea

Have m^ed you on to this. FuU weU ye know

I have been faithful still. There yet is time.

Doge. Thetimeispa.st. Whenthoudidstmeditate

Thy gunt, and in thy pride of heart defy

Those destined to chastise it; then the hour

Of foresight should have been.

Car. mean in soul

!

And dost thou dare to think a warrior's breast

For worthless life can tremble 1 Thou shalt soon

Learn how to die. Go ! When the hour of fate

On thy vile couch o'ertakes thee, thou wilt meet

Its summons with far other mien than such

As I shall bear to ignominious death.

Scene II.

—

Tlte House of Carmagnola.

Antonietta, Matilda.

Mat. The hours fly fast, themom is risen, and yet

My father comes not

!

Ant. Ah ! thou hast not leam'd,

By sad experience, with how slow a pace

Joys ever come ; expected long, and oft
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Deceiving expectation ! while the steps

Of grief o'ertake us ere wo dream them nigh.

But night is post, the long and lingering hours

Of hope deferr'd are o'er, and those of bhss

Must soon succeed. A few short moments more.

And he is with us. E'en from this delay

I augur well. A council held so long

Must be to give us peace. He will be ours,

Perhaps for years our own.

Mat. mother ! thus

My hopes too whisper. Nights enough in tears,

And days in all the sickness of suspense.

Our anxious love hath pass'd. It is fvdl time

That each sad moment, at each rumour'd tale.

Each idle murmur of the people's voice,

We should not longer tremble, that no more

This thought should haunt our souls—E'en now,

perchance.

He forwhom thus your hearts are yearning—dies

!

Ant. Oh! fearful thought—but vain and dis-

tant now !

Each joy, my daughter, must be bought with grief.

Hast thou forgot the day when, proudly led

In triumph midst the noble and the brave.

Thy glorious father to the temple bore

The banners won in battle from his foes "i

Mat. A day to be remember'd !

Ant. By his side

Each soem'd inferior. Every breath of air

Swell'd with his echoing name ; and we, the while

Station'd on high and sover'd from the throng,

Gazed on that one who drew the gaze of all.

While, with the tide of rapture half o'erwhelm'd.

Our heartsbeat high,and whisper'd—"We are his."

Mat. Moments of joy

!

A nt. What have we done, my child.

To merit such 1 Heaven, for so high a fate.

Chose us from thousands, and upon thy brow

Inscribed a lofty name—a name so bright,

That ho to whom thou bear'st tlie gift, whate'er

His race, may boast it proudly. What a mark

For envy is the glory of our lot

!

And wo should weigh its joys against these hours

Of fear and sorrow.

Mat. They are past e'en now. [hush'd

!

Hark ! 'twas the sound of oars !—it swells
—

'tis

Tlie gates unclose. mother ! I behold

A warrior clad in mail—he comes, 'tis he I

Ant. AVhom should it be if not himself?—my
husband ! (Sfie comes forward.)

{Enter Gonzaga and others.)

Ant. Gonzaga I—Where is ho wc look'd for?

Where 1

Thou answer'st not ! Oh, heaven ! thy looks are

fraught

With prophecies of woe 1

Gon. Alas ! too true

The omens they reveal

!

Mat. Of woe to whom 1

Gon. Oh ! why hath such a task of bitterness

Fallen to my lot?

Atit. Thou wouldst be pitiful,

And thou art cruel. Close this dread suspense ;

Speak ! I adjure thee, in the name of God !

Where is my husband ?

Gon. Heaven sustain your souls

With fortitude to bear the tale ! My chief

Mat. Is he retum'd unto the field ?

Gon. Alas !

Thither the warrior shall return no more.

The senate's wrath is on him. He is now
A prisoner

!

Ant. He is a prisoner !—and for what?

Gon. He is accused of treason.

Mat. Treason ! //e

A traitor 1—Oh ! my father !

Ant. Haste ! proceed,

And pause no more. Our hearts are nerved for alL

Say, what shall bo his sentence

!

Gon. From my lips

It shall not be reveal'd.

Ant. Oh ! he is slain !

Gon. He lives, but yet his doom is fix'd.

Ant. He lives !

Weep not, my daughter ! 'tis the time to act.

For pity's sake, Gonzaga, be thou not

Wearied of our afflictions. Heaven to thee

Intrusts the care of two forsaken ones.

He was thy friend—ah ! haste, then, be our guide;

Conduct us to his judges. Come, my child !

Poor innocent, come with me. There yet is left

Mercy upon the earth. Yes ! they themselves

Are husbands, they are fathers ! When they sign'd

The fearful sentence, they remember'd not

lie was a father and a husband too.

But when their eyes behold the agony [melt

:

One word of theirs hath caused, their hearts will

They will, they tnust revoke it. Oh ! the sight

Of mortal woe is terrible to man !

Perhaps the warrior's lofty soul disdain'd

To vindicate his deeds, or to recall

His triumphs won for them. It is for us

To wake each high remembrance. Ah ! we know
That he implored not, but our knees shall bend.

And we wUl pray.

Gon. Oh, heaven ! that I could leave

Your hearts one ray of hope ! There is no ear,
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No place for prayers. The judges here are deaf,

Implacable, unknown. The thunderbolt

Falls heavy, and the hand by which 'tis launch'd

Is veil'd in clouds. There is one comfort still.

The sole sad comfort of a parting hour,

I come to bear. Ye may behold him yet.

The moments fly. Arouse your strength of heart.

Oh 1 fearful is the trial, but the God

Of mourners will be with you.

Mat. Is there not

One hope 1

Ant. Alas ! my child !

Scene IV.

—

A Prison.

Carmaqnola.

They must have heard it now.—Oh ! that at least

I might have died far from them ! Though their

hearts

Had bled to hear the tidings, yet the hour,

The solemn hour of nature's parting pangs

Had then been past. It meets us darkly now,

And we must drain its draught of bitterness

Together, drop by drop. ye wide fields.

Ye plains of fight, and thrilUng sounds of arms !

proud delights of danger ! Battle-cries,

And thou, my war-steed ! and ye trumpet-notes

Kindling the soul ! Midst your tumultuous joys

Death seem'd all beautiful.—And must I then.

With shrinking cold reluctance, to my fate

Be dragg'd, e'en as a felon, on the vrinds

Poiuing vain prayers and impotent complaints ?

And Marco ! hath he not betray'd me too

!

Vile doubt ! That I could cast it from my soul

Before I die !—But no ! What boots it now
Thus to look back on life with eye that turns

To linger where my footstep may not tread t

Now, Philip ! thou wilt triumph ! Be it so !

1 too have proved such vain and impious joys.

And know their value now. But oh ! again

To see those loved ones, and to hear the last.

Last accents of their voices ! By those arms

Once more to be encircled, and from thence

To tear myself for ever !—Hark ! they come !

—

God of mercy, from thy throne look down
In pity on their woes !

SCENB V.

Antonietta, Matilda, Gonzaoa, and
Carmaqnola.

Ant. My husband !

Mat. my father 1

Ant. Is it thus

That thou retumest 1 and is this the hour

Desired so long !

Car. ye afflicted ones !

Heaven knows I dread its pangs for you alone.

Long havemy thoughts been used to look onDeath,

And calmly wait his time. For you alone

My soul hath need of firmness ; will ye, then.

Deprive me of its aid I When the Most High

On virtue pours afllictions, he bestows

The courage to sustain them. Oh ! let yours

Equal yovir sorrows ! Let us yet find joy

In this embrace : 'tis still a gift of heaven.

Thou weep'st, my child ! and thou, beloved wife !

Ah ! when I made thee mine, thy days flow'd on
In peace and gladness ; I united thee

To my disastrous fate, and now the thought

Embitters death ! Oh ! that I had not seen

The woes I cause thee !

Ant. Husband of my youth ! [bright.

Of my bright days, thou who didst make them
Read thou my heart ! the pangs ofdeath are there.

And yet e'en now—I would not but be thine.

Car. Full well I know how much I lose in thee

;

Oh ! make me not too deeply feel it now.

Mat. The homicides !

Car. No, sweet Matilda, no !

Let no dark thought of rage or vengeance rise

To cloud thy gentle spirit, and disturb

These moments—theyare sacred. Yes ! mywrongs
Are deep, but thou, forgive them, and confess.

That, e'en midst all the fulness of our woe.

High, holy joy remains. Death ! death !—our foes.

Our most relentless foes, can only speed

Th' inevitable hour. Oh ! man hath not

Invented death for man ; it would be then

Madd'ning and insupportable : from heaven

'Tis sent, and heaven doth temper all its pangs

With such blest comfort as no mortal power

Can give or take away. My wife ! my child !

Hearmy last words—they wring your bosoms now
With agony, but yet, some future day,

'Twill soothe you to recall them. Live, my wife

!

Sustain thy grief, and live ! this ill-starr'd girl

Must not be reft of all. Fly swiftly hence,

Conduct her to thy kindred : she is theirs.

Of their own blood—and they so loved thee once !

Then, to their foe united, thou becamest

Less dear ; for feuds and wrongs made warring

sounds

Of Carmagnola's and Visconti's names.

But to their bosoms thou wilt now return

A mourner ; and the object of their hate
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Will be uo more.—Oh ! there ia joy in death !

—

And thou, my flower ! that, midst tlie din of arms,

Wert bom to cheer my soul, thy lovely head

Droops to the earth ! Alas ! the tempest's rage

Is on thee now. Thou tremblest, and thy heart

Can scarce contain the heavings of its woe.

I feel thy burning tears upon my breast

—

I feel, and cannot dry them. Dost thou claim

Pity from me, Matilda ! Oh ! thy sire

Hath now no power to aid thee, but thou know'st

That the foraaken have a Father still

On high. Confide in Him, and Uve to days

Of peace, if not of joy ; for such to thee

He surely destines. W^herefore hath He pour'd

The torrent of affliction on thy youth,

If to thy future years be not reserved

All His benign compassion ! Live ! and soothe

Thy suffering mother. May she to the arms

Of no ignoble consort lead thee still !—
Gonzaga ! take the hand which thou hast press'd

Oft in the morn of battle, when our hearts

Had cause to doubt if we should meet at eve.

Wilt thou yet press it, pledging me thy faith

To guide and guard these movimers, till theyjoin

Their friends and kindred ?

Gon. Rest assured, I will.

Car. I am content. And if, when this is done.

Thou to the field retumest, there for me
Salute my brethren ; tell them that I died

Guiltless ; thou hast been witness of my deeds,

Hast read my inmost thoughts—and know'st it

well.

Tell them I never with a traitor's shame

Stain'd my bright sword. Oh, never !—I myself

Have been ensnared by treachery. Think of me
When trumpet-notes are stirring every heart.

And banners proudly waving iu the air,

—

Think of thine ancient comrade ! And the day

Following the combat, when upon the field.

Amidst the deep and solemn harmony

Of dirge and hymn, the priest of funeral rites.

With lifted hands, is offering for the slain

His sacrifice to heaven ; forget me not 1

For I, too, hoped upon the battle-plain

E'en so to die.

Ant. Have mercy on us, heaven !

Car. My wife ! MatUda ! Now the hour is nigh,

And we must part.—Farewell I

Mat. No, father ! no ! [and then

Car. Come to this breast yet, yet once more,

For pity's sake depart

!

Ant. No ! force alone

Shall tear us hence.

{A sound of arm» ia heard)

Mat. Hark I what dread sound !

Ant. Great God !

(The door ia half opened, and a)-med men

enter, the chief of whom advances to

the Count. Ilia wife and daughter

fall senseless.)

Car. God ! I thank thee. most merciful

!

Thus to withdraw their senses from the pangs

Of this dread moment's conflict

!

Thou, my friend.

Assist them, bear them from this scene of woe.

And tell them, when their eyes again unclose

To meet the day—that naught is left to fear.

Notwithstanding the pathetic beauties of the

last act, the attention which this tragedy lias ex-

cited in Italy must bo principally attributed to

the boldness of the author iu so completely eman-
cipating himself from the fetters of the dramatic

unities. The severity with which the tragic poets

of that country have, in general, restricted them-

selves to those rules has been sufficiently remark-

able to obtain, at least, temporary distinction for

the courage of the writer who should attempt to

violate them. Although this piece comprises a

period of several years, and that, too, in days so

troubled and so " full of fate "—days in which the

deepest passions and most powerful energies of

the human mind were called into action by the

strife of conflicting interests—there is, neverthe-

less, as great a deficiency of incident, as if " to be

born and die" made all the history of aspiring

natures contending for supremacy. The character

of the hero is portrayed in words, not in actions

;

it does not imfold itself in any struggle of opposite

feelings and passions, and the interest excited for

him only commences at the moment when it ought

to have reached its climax. The merits of the

piece may be summed up in the occasional energy

of the language and dignity of the thoughts ; and
the truth with which the spirit of the ago is cha-

racterised, as well in the development of that

suspicious policy distinguishing the system of the

Venetian government, as in the pictures of the

fiery Condottieri, holding their councils of war

—

** •Jealous of honour, sudden and quick in quarrel"

CAIUS GRACCHUS.

A TRAGEDY,

BV MONTI.

This tragedy, though inferior in power and
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interest to the Aristodemo of the same author, is

nevertheless distinguished by beauties of a high

order, and such as, in our opinion, fully establish

its claims to more general attention than it has

hitherto received. Although the loftiness and

severity of Roman manners, in the days of the

Republic, have been sufficiently preserved to give

an impressive character to the piece, yet those

workings of passion and tenderness— without

which dignity soon becomes monotonous, and

heroism unnatural—have not been (as in the tra-

gedies of Alfieri upon similar subjects) too rigidly

suppressed.

The powerful character of the high-hearted

Cornelia, with aU the calm collected majesty which

our ideas are wont to associate with the name of

a Roman matron, and the depth and sublimity

of maternal affection more particularly belonging

to the mother of the Gracchi, are beautifully con-

trasted with the softer and more womanish feel-

ings, the intense anxieties, the sensitive and pas-

sionate attachment, embodied in the person of

Sicinia, the wife of Gracchus. The appeals made

by Gracchus to the people are full of majestic

eloquence ; and the whole piece seems to be ani-

mated by that restless and untameable spirit of

freedom, whose immortalised struggles for ascen-

dency give so vivid a colouring, so exalted an

interest, to the annals of the ancient republics.

The tragedy opens with the soliloquy of Caius

Gracchus, who is returned in secret to Rome,

after having been employed in rebuilding Carthage,

which Scipio had utterly demolished.

Caius, in Rome behold thyself I The night

Hath spread her favouring shadows o'er thy path

:

And thou, be strong, my country ! for thy son

Gracchus is with thee ! All is hush'd around.

And in deep slumber ; from the cares of day

The worn plebeians rest. Oh ! good and true.

And only Romans ! your repose is sweet.

For toil hath given it zest ; 'tis calm and pure.

For no remorse hath troubled it. Meanwhile,

My brother's murdei'ers, the patricians, hold

Inebriate vigils o'er their festal boards,

Or in dark midnight councils sentence me
To death, and Rome to chains. They httle deem

Of the unlook'd-for and tremendous foe

So near at hand !—It is enough. I tread

In safety my paternal threshold.—Yes !

This is my own ! mother ! my wife !

My child !—I come to dry your tears. I come

Strengthened by three dread furies :—One is wrath,

Fired by my country's vprongs; and one deep love.

For those, my bosom's inmates ; and the third-

Vengeance, fierce vengeance, for a brother's blood !

His soliloquy is interrupted by the entrance of

Fulvius, his friend, with whose profligate charac-

ter and unprincipled designs he is represented

as unacquainted. From the opening speech made

by Fulvius (before he is aware of the presence of

Caius) to the slave by whom he is attended, it

appears that he is just returned from the perpe-

tration of some crime, the nature of which is not

disclosed until the second act.

The suspicions of Caius are, however, awakened,

by the obscure allusions to some act of signal but

secret vengeance, which Fulvius throws out in the

course of the ensuing discussion.

Ful. This is no time for grief and feeble tears.

But for high deeds.

Caiiis. And we will make it such. [friends

But prove we first our strength. Declare, what

(If yet misfortune hath her friends) remain

True to our cause t

Ful. Few, few, but valiant hearts !

Oh ! what a change is here ! There was a time

When, over all supreme, thy word gave law

To nations and their rulers ; in thy presence

The senate trembled, and the citizens [word,

Flock'd round thee in deep reverence. Then a

A look from Caius—a salute, a smile, [friend,

FOl'd them with pride. Each sought to be the

The client, ay, the very slave, of him.

The people's idol ; and beholding them

Thus prostrate in thy path, thou, thou thyself.

Didst blush to see their vUeness ! But thy fortune

Is waning now, her glorious phantoms melt

Into dim vapour ; and the earthly god.

So worshipp'd once, from his forsaken shrines

Down to the dust is hurl'd.

Caius. And what of this ?

There is no power in fortune to deprive

Gracchus of Gracchus. Mine is such a heart

As meets the storm exultingly-—a heart

Whose stern delight it is to strive with fate,

And conquer. Trust me, fate is terrible

But because man is vile. A coward first

Made her a deity.

But say, what thoughts

Are foster'd by the people ? Have they lost

The sense of their misfortunes ? Is the name

Of Gracchus in their hearts—reveal the truth

—

Already number'd with forgotten things?
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Fid. A breeze, a passing breeze, now here, now
there,

Borne on light pinion—such the people's love !

Yet have they claims on pardon, for their faults

Are of their miseries ; and their feebleness

Is to their woes proportion'd. Haply still

The secret sigh of their full hearts is thine.

But their lips breathe it not. Their grief is mute;

And the deep paleness of their timid mien.

And eyes in iix'd despondence bent on earth.

And sometimes a faint murmur of thy name.

Alone accuse them. They are hush'd—for now
Not one, nor two, their tyrants ; but a host

Whose numbers are the numbers of the rich.

And the patrician Romans. Yes ! and well

May proud oppression dauntlessly go forth.

For Rome is widow'd ! Distant wars engage

The noblest of her youth, by Fabius led.

And but the weak remain. Hence every heart

Sickens with voiceless ten-or ; and the people,

Subdued and trembling, turn to thee in thought.

But yet are silent.

Caiua. I will make them heard.

Rome is a slumbering lion, and my voice

Shall wake the mighty. Thou shalt see I came
Prepared for all ; and as I track'd the deep

For Rome, my dangers to my spirit grew

Famihar in its musings. With a voice [waves

Of wrath the loud winds fiercely swell'd ; the

Mutter'd around; heaven flash'd in lightning forth.

And the pale steersman trembled : I the while

Stood on the tossing and bewilder'd bark.

Retired and shrouded in my mantle's folds.

With thoughtful eyes cast do\vn, and all absorb'd

In a far deeper storm ! Aroimd my heart.

Gathering in secret then, my spirit's powers

Held council with themselves ; and on my thoughts

My country rose,—and I foresaw the snares.

The treacheries of Opimius, and the senate.

And my false friends, awaiting my return.

Fulvius I I wept ; but they were tears of rage !

For I was wrought to frenzy by the thought

Of my wrong'd country, and of him, that brother

Whose shade through ten long years hath sternly

cried

" Vengeance ! "—nor found it yet.

Ful. It is fulfiU'd.

Caius. And howl

Ful. Thou shalt be told.

Caius. Explain thy words.

FtU. Then know—(incautious that I am !)

Cains. Why thus

Falters thy voice ? Why speak'st thou not t

Ful. Forgive

!

E'en friendship sometimes hath its secrets.

Caiua. No I

True friendship never

!

Caius afterwards inquires what part his brother-

in-law, Scipio Emilianus, is likely to adopt in their

enterprises.

His high renown

—

The glorious deeds, whereby was earu'd his name
Of second Africanus ; and the blind.

Deep reverence paid him by the people's hearts.

Who, knowing him their foe, respect him still

—

All this disturbs me : hardly will be won
Our day of victory, if by him withstood.

Ful. Yet won it aAaM be. If but this thou fear'st.

Then be at peace.

Caiua. I understand thee not. [waste

Ful. Thou wilt ere long. But here we vainly

Our time and words. Sooa will the morning break.

Nor know thy friends as yet of thy return

;

I fly to cheer them with the tidings.

Caiua. Stay !

Ful. And wherefore 1

Caiua. To reveal thy meaning.

Ful. Peace !

I hear the sound of steps.

This conversation is interrupted by the entrance

of Cornelia, with the wife and child of Caius.

They are about to seek an asylum in the house

of Emilianus, by whom Cornelia has been warned

of the imminent danger which menaces the family

of her son from the fury of the patricians, who
intend, on the following day, to abrogate the laws

enacted by the Gracchi in favour of the plebeians.

The joy and emotion of Gracchus, on thus meet-

ing with his family, may appear somewhat incon-

sistent with his having remained so long engaged

in poUtical discussion, on the threshold of their

abode, without ever having made an inquiry after

their welfare ; but it would be somewhat unrea-

sonable to try the conduct of a Roman (parti-

cularly in a tragedy) by the laws of nature. Be-

fore, however, we are disposed to condemn the

principles which seem to be laid down for the

delineation ofRoman character in dramatic poetry,

let us recollect that the general habits of the

people whose institutions gave birth to the fearful

grandeur displayed in the actions of the elder

Bmtus, and whose towering spirit was fostered to

enthusiasm by the contemplation of it, must have

been deeply tinctured by the austerity of even
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their virtues. Shakspeare alone, without com-

promising the dignity of his Romans, has disen-

cumbered them of the formal scholastic drapery

which seems to be their official garb, and has

stamped their features with the general attributes

of human nature, without effacing the impi'ess

which distinguished " the men of iron," from the

nations who " stood still before them."

The first act concludes with the parting of Caius

andFulvius in wrath and suspicion—Cornelia hav-

ing accused the latter of an attempt to seduce her

daughter, the wife of Scipio, and of concealing the

most atrocious designs under the mask of zeal for

the cause of liberty.

Of liberty

What speak'st thou, and to whom 1 Thou hast

no shame

—

No virtue—and thy boast is, to be free !

Oh ! zeal for liberty 1 eternal mask

Assumed by every crime !

In the second act, the death of Emilianus is

announced to Opimius the consiil, in the presence

of Gracchus, and the intelligence is accompanied

by a rumour of his having perished by assassina-

tion. The mysterious expressions of Fulvius, and

the accusation of Cornelia, immediately recur to

the mind of Caius. The following scene, in which

his vehement emotion, and high sense of honour,

are well contrastedwith the cold-blooded sophistry

of Fulvius, is powerfully vfrought up.

Caius. Back on my thoughts the words of Ful-

vius rush,

Like darts of fire. All hell is in my heart !

{Ftilvius enters.)

Thou comest in time. Speak, thou perfidious

friend !

Scipio lies murder'd on his bed of death !

—

Who slew him ]

Ful. Ask'st thou me 1

Caius. Thee ! thee, who late

Didst in such words discourse of him as now
Assm'e me thou'rt his murderer. Traitor, speak!

Ful. If thus his fate doth weigh upon thy heart,

Thou art no longer Gracchus, or thou ravest

!

More grateful praise and warmer thanks might

well

Reward the generous courage which hath freed

Rome from a tyrant, Gracchus from a foe.

Caius. Then he was slain by thee 1

Ful. Ungrateful friend !

Why dost thou tempt me 1 Danger menaces

Thy honour. Freedom's waveiing light is dim

;

Rome wears the fetters of a guilty senate

;

One Scipio drove thy brother to a death

Of infamy, another seeks thy fall

;

And when one noble, one determined stroke

To thee and thine assures the victory, wreaks

The people's vengeance, gives thee life and fame,

And pacifies thy brother's angry shade.

Is it a cause for wailing 1 Am I call'd

For this a murderer 1 Go I—I say once more,

Thou art no longer Gracchus, or thou ravest

!

Caius. I know thee now, barbarian ! Would'st

thou serve

My cause with crimes t

Ful. And those of that proud man
Whom I have slain, and thou dost mourn, are Ihey

To be forgotten ] Hath oblivion then

Shrouded the stern destroyer's ruthless work.

The famine of Numantia 1 Such a deed

As on oiu' name the world's deep curses drew !

Or the four himdred Lusian youths betray'd.

And with their bleeding, mutilated limbs

Back to their parents sent 1 Is this forgot ?

Go, ask of Carthage !—bid her wasted shores

Of him, this reveller in blood, recount

The terrible achievements ! At the cries,

The groans, th' unutterable pangs of those.

The more than hundred thousand wretches,

doom'd

(Of every age and sex) to fire, and sword.

And fetters, I could marvel that the earth

In horror doth not open ! They were foes.

They were barbarians, but unarm'd, subdued.

Weeping, imploring mercy ! And the law

Of Roman virtue is, to spare the weak.

To tame the lofty ! But in other lands.

Why should I seek for records of his crimes.

If here the suffering people ask in vain

A little earth to lay their bones in peace ?

If the decree which yielded to their claims

So brief a heritage, and the which to seal

Thy brother's blood was shed—if this remain

Still fruitless, still delusive, who was he [clared

That moek'd its power !—Who to all Rome de-

Thy brother's death was just, was needful 1—Who
But Scipio ? And remember thou the words

Which burst in thunder from thy lips e'en then.

Heard by the people ! Caius, in my heart

They have been deeply treasured. He must die,

(Thus did'st thou speak) this tyrant ! We have need

That he should perish ! I have done the deed

;

And call'st thou me his murderer 'i If the blow

Was guilt, then thou art guilty. From thy hps

The sentence came—the crime is thine alone.
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I, thy devoted friend, did but obey

Thy mandate.

Caiua. Thou my friend ! I am not one

To call a villain friend. Let thunders, fraught

With fate and death, awake to scatter those

Who, bi-inging liberty through paths of blood.

Bring chains !—degi-aduig Freedom's lofty self

Below e'en Slavery's level ! Say thou not.

Wretch ! that the Bontonco and the guilt were

mine !

I wish'd him slain !

—
'tis so—but by the axe

Of high and public justice—that whose stroke

On thy vUe head will fall. Thou hast disgraced

Unutterably my name : I bid thee tremble !

Fwl. Caius, let insult cease, I counsel thee :

Let insult cease ! Be the deed just or guilty.

Enjoy its fruits in silence. Force me not

To utter more.

Caius. And what hast thou to say ?

Ful. That which I now suppress.

Caius. How ! are there yet.

Perchance, more crimes to be reveal'd .

Ful. I know not.

Caius. Thou know'st not?— Horror chills my
curdUng veins

;

I dare not ask thee further.

Ful. Thou dost well.

Caius. What saidst thou ?

Ful. Nothing.

Caius. On my heart the words

Press heavily. Oh ! what a fearful light

Bursts o'er my soul I—Hast thou accomplices

!

Ful. Insensate ! ask me not.

Caius. I must be told.

Ful. Away !—thou wilt repent.

Caius. No more of this, for I will know.

Ful. Thou wHf!

Ask then thy sister.

Caius (alone.) Ask my sister ! What

!

Is she a murderess i Hath my sister slain

Her lord? Oh! crime of darkest dye! Oh I name

Till now unstain'd, name of the Gracchi, thus

Consign'd to infamy !—to infamy ?

The very hair doth rise upon my head,

Thrill'd by the thought ! Where shall I iind a

place

To hide my shame, to lave the branded stains

From this dishonour'd brow 1 What should I do

!

There is a voice whose deep tremendous tones

Murmur within my heart, and sternly cry,

"Away !—and pause not—slay thy guilty sister
!"

Voice of lost honour, of a noble line

Disgraced, I will obey thee !—terribly

Thou call'st for blood, and thou shalt be appeased.

PATRIOTIC EFFUSIONS OF THE ITALIAN
POETS.

Whoever has attentively studied the works of

the Italian poets, from the days of Dante and

Petrarch to those of Foscolo and Pindemonte,

must have been struck with those allusions to the

glory and the fall, the renown and the degradar

tion, of Italy, which give a melancholy interest to

their pages. Amidst all the vicissitudes of that

devoted country, the warning voice of her bards has

still been heard to prophesy the impending storm,

and to call up such deep and spirit-stirring recol-

lections from the glorious past, as have resounded

through the land, notwithstanding the loudest

tumults of those discords which have made her—

-

'* Long, long, a bloody stage

For petty kinglings tame.

Their miserable game

Of puny war to wage."

There is something very affecting in these vain,

though exalted aspu'ations after that independence

which the Italians, as a nation, seem destined

never to regain. The strains in which their high-

toned feelings on this subject are recorded, pro-

duce on our minds the same effect with the song

of the imprisoned bird, whose melody is fraught,

in our imagination, with recollections of the green

woodland, the free air, and imbounded sky. We
soon grow weary of the perpetual violets and

zephyrs, whose cloying sweetness pervades the

sonnets and canzoni of the minor Italian poets,

till we are ready to "die in aromatic pain;" nor

is our interest much more excited even by the

everlasting laurel which inspii'es the enamoured

Petrarch with so ingenious a variety of concetti,

as might reasonably cause it to be doubted whether

the beautiful Laura, or the emblematic tree, are

the real object of the bard's affection ; but the

moment a patriotic chord is struck, our feelings

are awakened, and we find it easy to sympathise

with the emotions of a modem lloman, sur-

rounded by the ruins of the Capitol ; a Venetian

when contemplating the proud trophies won by

his ancestors at Byzantium; or a Florentine

amongst the tombs of the mighty dead, in the

church of Santa Croce. It is not, perhaps, now

the time to plead, with any effect, the cause of

Italy; yet cannot we consider that nation as

altogether degraded, whose hterature, from the

dawn of its majestic immortality, has been con-

secrated to the nurture of every generous prin-

ciple and ennobling recollection ; and whose

"choice and master spirits," under the most
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adrene drcumstances, hare kept alive a flame,

which may well be considered as imperishable,

ince the " ten thousand tyrants " of the land

have &iled to quench its brightness. We present

our nadera with a few of the minor effusions, in

which the indignant though unavailing regrets of

those who, to oae the words of Alfieri, are

"slaves, yet still indignant slaves,"' have been

feelingly portrayed.

The first of th^e productions must, in the

uiginal, be femjlMti- to every reader who has any
aoqiiaintaiioe with Italian hterabire.

VISCEXZO DA FILICAJA.

Whs5 from the mountain's brow the gathering

shades

Of twilight fijl, on one deep thought I dwell

:

Day beams o'er other lands, if here she fedes.

Nor l»ds the universe at once &rewell.

But thou, I cry, my country ! what a night

Spreads o'er thy glories one dark sweeping pall

!

Thy thousand triumphs, won by valour's might

And wisdom's voice—what now remains of all 1

And see'st thou not th' ascending flame of war
Burst through thy daikness, reddening from a&r?

Is not thy misery's evidence complete 1

But if endurance can thy &I1 delay.

Still, still endure, devoted one ! and say.

If it be victory thus but to retard defeat.

CABLO MARIA MAGGL

I CRT alood, and ye shall hear my call,

Amo, Sessino, Tiber, Adrian deep, [sleep

And blue '^^^rrhene I Let him first roused from

Startle the next ! one peril broods o'er all.

It nought avails that Italy should plead,

Foigetting valour, rinVing in despair.

At strangers' feet '—our land is all too £ur

;

Kor tears, nor prayers, can check ambition's speed.

In vain her faded cheek, her humbled eye.

For pardon sue ; 'tis not her agony.

Her death alone may now appease her foes.

Be theirs to suffer who to combat shun !

But oh, weak pride ! thus feeble and undone.

Nor to wage battle nor endure repose !

1 •* Sdnavi ^tm, ma tduavi ognor bcmentL**

—

Ai.Trmmi.

ALKSSAXDRO ilABCHETTL

Italia ! oh, no more Italia now !

Scarce of her form a vestige dost thou wear:

She was a queen with glory mantled—thou,

A slave, degraded, and oompeU'd to bear, [cars

Chains gird thy hands and feet; deep clouds of

Darken thy brow, once radiant as thy skies

;

And shadows, bom of terror and despair

—

Shadows ofdeathhave dimm'd thyglorious eyes.

Italia ! oh, Italia now no more !

For thee my tears of shame and anguish flow

;

And the g^ad strains my lyre was wont to pour

Are dunged to dirge-notes : but my deepest woe

Is, that base herds of thine own sons the while

Behold ihj miseries with insulting smile.

ALESSANDRO PEGOLOTTL

She that cast down the empires of the world.

And, in her proud triumphal course through

Rome,

Dragg'd them, from freedom and dominion hurl'd,

Bound by the hair, pale,humbled, and o'ercome

:

I see her now, dismantled of her state,

Spoil'd of her sceptre, crouching to the groimd

Beneath a hostile car—and lo ! the weight

Of fetters, her imperial neck aroimd !

Oh ! that a stranger s envious hands had wrought

This desolation ! for I then would say,

" Vengeance, Italia !"—in the burning thought

Losing my grief : but 'Us th' ignoble sway

Of vice hath bow'd thee ! Discord, slothful ease,

I7l«rf is that victor car; thy tyrant lords are these.

FRANCESCO MARIA DE CONTL

tHE SBOBE OF AFBICA.

PncBOt ! whose steps those desert sands explore.

Where verdure never spreads its bright array;

Know, 'twas on this inhospitable shore

From Pompey's heart the life-blood ebb'd away.

Twas here betray'd he fell, neglected lay;

Nor foimd hit rebcs a sepulchral stone.

Whose life, so long a bright triumphal day.

O'er Tiber's wave supreme in glory shone !

Thou, stranger ! iffrombarbarous climes thy birth.

Look round exultingly, and bless the earth

WhereRome, withhim,sawpowerandvirtuedie;

But if 'tis Roman blood that fills thy reins,

Then, son of heroes ! think upon thy chains.

And bathe with tears the grave of liberty.
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JEU-D" ESPRIT ON THE WORD "BABR" |

[" It wu eitber durins the pnMnt or a fiitiiTe Tint to the

•anw friendi,' tlist tlw jgrnSaprit WH imdiKed which Mrs

Uomm OMd to< her 'Aw* «( togifiM ' on the UK of tlie

word Baib. A niiilluimi lad nqnated her to fimiib him

with wme anthocttia thm the old Engiiih wiittn, proring

that thb lam m* fai on u afiplicd to a steed. She itn
iborlty MiniBed Um with the following imitations, winch

win wittten down almost impromptn: the mystifleaiioa me-

raeded perfectly, and was D0< diieonred nntil some time aflcr-

-UauiT, p. «.]

The warrior doiin'd his wefl-wom garb.

And proudly wared his crest.

He mounted on his jet-black barb.

And put his lance in rest. Pebct's Selique$.

Eftsoons the wight, withouten more delay,

Spurr'd his brown barb, and rode full swiftly on

his way. Sfesseb.

Hark ! was it not the trumpet's roice I heard

!

The soul of battle is awake within me !

The &te of ages and of empires hangs

On this dread hour. Why am I not in arms 1

Bring my good lance, caparison my steed !

Base, idle grooms ! are ye in league against me 1

Haste with my barb, or, by the holy saints^

Ye shall not live to saddle him to-morrow !

JLassixgeb.

Ko sooner had the pearl-shedding fingers of the

young Aurora tremulously unlocked the oriental

portals of the golden horizon, than the graceful

flower of chivalry and the bright cynosure of

ladies' eyes—he of the dazzling breastplate and

swanlike plume—sprang impatiently from the

couch of slumber, and eagerly mounted the noble

barb presented to him by the Emperor of Aspra-

montania. SiK Philip Sidset's Arcadia.

See'st thou yon chief whose presence seems to rule

The storm of battle 1 Lo ! where'er he moves

Death follows. Carnage sits upon his crest-

Fate on his sword is throned—and his white barb,

As a proud courser of Apollo's chariot,

Seems breathing fire. Potteb's .£tAylut.

Oh ! bonnie look'd my ain true knight.

His barb so proudly reining

;

I watch'd him till my tearfu' sight

Grew amaist A^Tn wi' straining.

-Border ifnutrsby.

> The bmil7 of the late "Bmrj FUk, Esq., Wanrtree
Lodge, Bsar LirapoaL

Why, he can heel the laroU, and wind a ficiy

barh, as well as any gallant in Christendom. He's

the very pink and mirror of accomplishment.

Sbaksfeabe.

Fair star of beauty's heaven ! to call thee mine.

All other joys I joyously would yield

;

Hy knightly crest, my bounding barb resign,

Forthepoor shepherd's crook and daisied field;

For courts or campano wish my soul would prove.

So thou wonldst live with me, and be my love !

Earl of Scbbet's Poemt.

For thy dear love my weary soul hath grown

Heedless of youthful sports : I seek no more

Or joyotis dance, or music's thrilling tone.

Or joys that once could charm in minstrel lore.

Or knightly tilt where steel-clad champions meet.

Borne on impetuous barbi to bleed at beauty's feet.

Sbaksfeabe's Smaett.

As a warrior clad

In sable arms, like chaos dull and sad.

But mounted on a barb as white

As the fresh new-bom light,

—

So the black night too soon

Came riding on the bright and silver moon.

Whose radiant heavenly ark

Made all the clouds, beyond her influence, seem

E'en more than doubly dark.

Mourning, all widow'd of her glorious beam.

COWLET.

THE FEVER DREA3L

[Amongst theTgyfewsperimfiis that have been !mawJ
of 3[n Bemans's livelier fffosinns, which At new wrote

with anj other view than the mamentaij amoscment at hv
own ImmeffiBte dRle, Is letter addraeed about this time to

in Italjr. The fallowing

may serve to show her

beOitj m a s^ ei e»iw|iusithm which dw lattcrtT cnticclj'

discontinoed. The lint part aBndes to a strange hiuj pro.

doced by an attack at km, the ilferrlpBnii of which had
given rise to aaay pieasantrles—betegaa iBagfaary vograge

to China, iiafanml in a cncoa-not shell with that ^aiaM*
old EogOsfa werthy, John Evelyn.]

Afbopob ofyour illness, ptay give, ifyou please.

Some account of the converseyouheld on highseas

With Evelyn, the excellent author of " Sylva,"

A work that is very much prized at Bronwyl&.

I think that old Neptune was visited ne'er

In so well-rigg'd a ship, by so weU-matched a pair.

There could not have fallen, dearH,toyour lot any

Companion more pleasant, since you're fond of

botany.

And hit horticultural talents are known.

Just as well as Canova's for bshioning ston&
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Of the vessel you sail'd in, 1 just will remark

That I ne'er heard before of so curious a bark.

Of gondola, coracle, pirogue, canoe,

I have read very often, as doubtless have you ;

Of the Argo conveying that hero young Jason
;

Of the ship moor'd by Trajan in Nemi's deep basin

;

Of thegalley (in Plutarch you'll find the description)

Which bore along Cydnus the royal Egyptian

;

Of that wonderful frigate (see "Curse of Kehama")

Which wafted fair Kailyal to regions of Brama,

And the venturous barks of Columbus and Gama.

But Columbus and Gama to you must resign a

Full half of their fame, since your voyage to China,

(I'm astonish'd no shocking disaster befel,)

In that swiffc-saUing first-rate—a cocoa-nut shell !

I hope, my dear H., that you touch'd atLoo Choo,

That abode of a people so gentle and true.

Who with arms andwith money have nothing to do.

Howcalm must their lives be ! so free from all fears

Of running in debt, or of running on spears !

Oh dear ! what an Eden !—a land without money !

It excels e'en the region of milk and of honey.

Or the vale of Cashmere, as described in a book

Fidl of musk, gems, and roses, and call'd " Lalla

Rookh."

But, of aU the enjoyments you have, none would

e'er be

More valued by me than a chat with Acerbi,

Of whose travels—related in elegant phrases

—

I have seen many extracts, and heard many praises,

And have copied (you know I let nothing escape)

His striking account of the frozen North Cape.

I think 'twas in his works I read long ago

(I've not the best memory for dates, as you know,)

Ofawarehouse, where sugarand treacle were stored,

Which took fire (I suppose beingmade but ofboard)

In the icy domains of some rough northern hero,

Where the cold was some fifty degrees below zero.

Then from every burnt cask as the treacle ran out.

And in streams, just like lava, meander'd about.

You may fancy the curious eff'ect of the weather.

The frost, and the fire, and the treacle together.

When my first for a moment had harden'd my la»t,

My second burst out, and all melted as fast

;

To win their sweet prize long the rivals fought on,

But I quite forget which of the elements won.

But a truce with alljoking—I hope you'U excuse

me,

Sincelknow you stillloveto instruct andamuseme.

For hastily putting a few questions down.

To which answers fromyouall mywishes will crown;

For you know I'm so fond of the land of Corinne

That my thoughts are still dwelling its precincts

witliin,

And I read all that authors, or gravely or wittily.

Or wisely or foolishly, write about Italy ; [tour,

From your shipmate John Evelyn's amusing old

To Forsyth's one volume, and Eustace's /oar.

In spite of Lord Byron, or Hobhouse, who glances

At the classical Eustace, and says he romances.

—Pray describe me from Venice, (don't think it

a bore,)

The literal state of the famed Bucentaur,

And whether the horses, that once were the sun's,

Are ofbright yellow brass, or of dark dingy bronze ;

For some travellers say one thing, and some say

another, [pother.

And I can't find out which, they all make such a

Oh ! another thing, too, which I'd nearly forgot,

Are the songs of the gondoliers pleasing or not t

These are matters of moment, you'll surely allow.

For Venice must interest all—even now.

These points being settled, I ask for no more

hence, [Florence.

But should wish for a few observations from

Let me know if the Palaces Strozzi and Pitti

Are finish'd ; if not 'tis a shame for the city

To let one for ages—was e'er such a thing ?

—

Its entablature want, and the other its wing.

Say, too, ifthe Dove (should you be there at Easter,

And watch her swift flight, when the priests have

releiised her)

Is a turtle, or ring-dove, or but a wood-pigeon.

Which makes people jrwife in the name of Religion ?

Pray tell if the forests of famed VaUombrosa

Are cut down or not ; for this, too, is a Cosa

About which I'm anxious—as also to know

If the Pandects, so famous long ages ago.

Came back (above all, don't forget this to mention)

To that manuscript library called the Laurentian.

Since I wrote the above, I by chance have

found out, [doubt

;

That the horses are bright yellow brass beyond

So I'll ask you but this, the same subject pursuing,

Do you think they are truly Lysippus's doing?

—^When to Naples you get, let me know, ifyou will.

If the Acqua ToiFana's in fashion there still
;

For, not to fatigue you with needless verbosity,

'Tis a point upon which I feel much curiosity.

I should like to have also, and not written shabbily.

Your opinion about the Piscina mirablle ;

And whether the tomb, which is near Sannazaro's,

Is decided by you to be really Maro's.
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DARTMOOR.

A PRIZE POEM.

[Tn 1820, the Royal Society of Literature advertised their intention of awarding a prize for the best poem on " Dartmoor ;

"

and, as miglit Iiave been expected, many competitors entered tlie field. In the following June, the palm was awarded to Mrs
Ilemans for the composition which follows.

She thus wTites to the friends who liad been the first to convey to her the pleasing intelligence of lier success :

—

" What with surprise, bustle, and pleasure, 1 am really almost bewildered. 1 wish you had but seen the children, when the

prize w:u) announced to them yesterday The Bishop's kind communication put us in possession of the

gratifying uitelligence a day sooner than we should otherwise have known it, as I did not receive the Secretary's letter till this

morning. Besides the official announcement of the prize, his despatch also contained a private letter, with which, although it

is one of criticism, I feel greatly pleased, as it sliows an interest in my literary success, which, from so distinguisiied a writer

as Mr Croly, (of course you have read his poem of PaWf,) cannot but i>e higlily gratifying."]

** Come, bright Improvement ! on the car of Time,

And rule the spacious world from clime to clime.

Thy handmaid. Art, shall every wild explore.

Trace every wave, and culture every shore." Campbkll.

'* May ne'er

That true succession fail of English hearts.

That can perceive, not less than heretofore

Our ancestors did feelingly perceive,

the charm

Of pious sentiment, diffused afar.

And human charity, and social love." Wordsworth.

Amidst the peopled and the regal isle,

WTiose vales, rejoicing in their beauty, smile

;

Whose cities, fearless of the spoiler, tower,

And send on every breeze a voice of power;

Hath Desolation rear'd herself a throne.

And mark'd a pathless region for her own ?

Yes ! though thy turf no stain of carnage wore

When bled the noble hearts of many a shore ;

Though not a hostile step thy heath-flowers bent

When empires totter'd, and the earth was rent

;

Yet lone, as ifsome tramplcr of mankind

Had still'd life's busy murmurs on the wind,

And, flush'd with power in daring pride's excess,

Stamp'd on thy soil the curse of barrenness

;

For thee in vain descend the dews of heaven,

In vain the sunbeam and the shower are given.

Wild Dartmoor ! thou that, midst thy mountains

rude.

Hast robed thyself with haughty solitude.

As a dark cloud on summer's clear blue sky,

A mourner, circled with festivity !

For all beyond is life !—the rolling sea.

The rush, the swell, whose echoes reach not thee.

Yet who shall find a scene so wild and bare

But man has left his lingering traces there '>.

E'en on mysterious Afric's boundless plains,

Where noon with attributes of midnight reign.s,

1 "In some p.arts of Dartmoor, the surface is tliickly strewed

witli stones, which in many instances appear to have been

collected into piles, on the tops of prominent hillocks, as if

in imitation of the natural Tors. The Slone-barrows of

In gloom and silence fearfully profound.

As of a world unwaked to soul or sound.

Though the sad wanderer of the burning zone

Feels, as amidst infinity, alone,

And naught of life be near, his camel's tread

Is o'er the prostrate cities of the dead !

Some column, rear'd by long-forgotten hands.

Just lifts its head above the billowy sands

—

Some mouldering shrine still consecrates the scene,

And tells that glory's footstep there hath been.

There hath the spirit of the mighty pass'd.

Not without record ; though the desert blast.

Borne on the wings of Time, hath swept away

The proud creations rear'd to brave decay.

But Ikou, lone region ! whose unnoticed name
No lofty deeds have mingled with their fame,

Who shall unfold thine annals 1—who shall tell

If on thy SOU the sons of heroes fell,

In those far ages which have left no trace.

No sunbeam, on the pathway of their race 1

Though, haply, in the unrecorded days

Of kings and chicfswho pass'd withoiit their praise.

Thou mightst have rear'd the valiant and the free,

In historj-'s page there is no tale of thee.

Yet hast thou thy memorials. On the wild,

Still rise the cairns, of yore all rudely piled,'

D.irtmoor resemble the cairns of the Cheviot and Grampian

hills, and those in Cornwall."—See CooKs's Topographical

Survey qf Devotuhire,
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But hallow'd by that instiuct which reveres

Things fraught with characters of elder years.

And such are these. Long centuries are flown,

Bow'd many a crest, and sliatter'd many a throne,

Mingling the urn, the trophy, and the bust, [dust.

With what they hide—their shrined and treastired

Men traverse Alps and oceans, to behold

Earth'sgloriouswoi'ks fastmingUngwithhermould;

But still these nameless chronicles of death,

Midst the deep silence of the unpeopled heath,

Stand in primeval artlessness, and wear

The same sepulchral mien, and almost share

Th' eternity of nature, with the forms [storms.

Of the crown'd hills beyond, the dwellings of the

Yet what avails it if each moss-grown heap

Still on the waste its lonely vigils keep.

Guarding the dust which slumbers well beneath

(Nor needs such care) from each cold season's

breath 1

Where is the voice to tell their tale who rest.

Thus rudely pillow'd, on the desert's breast ?

Doththeswordsleepbesidethem ! Hath therebeen

A sound of battle midst the silent scene

Where now the flocks repose 1—did the scythed car

Here reap its harvest in the ranks of war 1

And rise these piles in memory of the slain,

And the red combat of the mountain-plain 1

It may be thus :—the vestiges of strife.

Around yet lingering, mark the steps of life.

And the rude arrow's barb remains to tell

'

How by its stroke, perchance, the mighty fell

To be forgotten. Vain the warrior's pride.

The chieftain's power—they had nobard,anddied.2

But other scenes, from their untroubled sphere.

The eternal stars of night have witness'd here.

There stands an altar of unsculptured stone,'

Far on the moor, a thing of ages gone,

Propp'd on its granite pillars, whence the rains

And pure bright dews have laved the crimson

stains

Left by dark rites of blood : for here, of yore.

When the bleak waste a robe of forest wore,

And many a crested oak, which now lies low.

Waved its wild wreath of sacred mistletoe

—

^ Flint arrow-heads have occasionally heen found upon

Dartmoor.

2 ** Vixere fortes ante Agamemnona

Multi ; sed omnes illachrymabiles

Urgentur, jgnotique longa

Nocte, carent quia vate sacro."—rioRACK.

** They had no poet, and they died."

—

Pope's Translation.

s On the east of Dartmoor are some Druidical remains, one

Here, at dim midnight, through the haunted

shade.

On druid-harps the quivering moonbeam play'd.

And spells were breathed, that fiU'd the deepening

gloom

With the pale, shadowy people of the tomb.

Or, haply, torches waving through the night

Bade the red cairn-fires blaze from every height,*

Like battle-signals, whose unearthly gleams

Threw o'er the desert's hundred hills and streams,

A savage grandeur ; while the starry skies

Rang with the peal of mystic harmonies.

As the loud harp its deep-toned hymns sent forth

To the storm-ruling powers, the war-gods of the

North.

But wilder sounds were there : th' imploring cry

That woke the forest's echo in reply.

But not the heart's ! Unmoved the wizard train

Stood round their human victim, and in vain

His prayer for mercy rose ; in vain his glance

Look'd up, appealing to the blue expanse,

Where in their calm immortal beauty shone

Heaven's cloudless orbs. With ^lint and fainter

moan.

Bound on the shrine of sacrifice he lay,

TiU, drop by drop, life's current ebb'd away

;

Till rock and turf grew deeply, darkly red.

And the pale moon gleam'd paler on the dead.

Have such things been, and here %—where stillness

dwells

Midst the rude barrows and the moorland swells,

Tims undisturb'd ? Oh ! long the gulf of time

Hath closed in darkness o'er those days of crime.

And earth no vestige of their path retains.

Save such as these, which strew her loneliest plains

With records of man's conflicts and his doom.

His spirit and his dust—the altar and the tomb.

But ages roll'd away : and England stood

With her proud banner streaming o'er the flood

;

And with a lofty calmness in her eye.

And regal in collected majesty.

To breast the storm of battle. Every breeze

Bore sounds of triimiph o'er her own blue seas

;

And other lands, redeem'd and joyous, drank

The life-blood of her heroes, as they sank

of which is a Cromlech, whose three rough pillars of granite

support a ponderous table-stone, and form a kind of targe

irregular tripod.

* In some of the Druid festivals, fires were lighted on all

the cairns and eminences around, by priests, carrying sacred

torches. All the household fires were previously extinguished,

and those who were thought worthy of such a privilege, were

allowed to reUght them with a flaming brand, kindled at the

consecrated caim-fire.
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On the red fields they won ; whose wild flowers

wave

Now in lirxuriant beauty o'er their grave.

'Twas then the captives of Britannia's war^

Here for their lovely southern climes afar

In bondage pined ; the spell-deluded throng

Dragg'd at ambition's chariot-wheels so long

To die—because a despot could not clasp

A sceptre fitted to his boimdless grasp !

Yes ! they whose march had rock'd the ancient

thrones

And temples of the world—the deepening tones

Of whose advancing trumpet from repose

Had startled nations, wakening to their woes

—

Were prisoners here. And there werosome whose

dreams [streams,

Were of sweet homes, by chaiuless movmtain-

And of the vine-clad hills, and many a sti'ain

And festal melody of Loire or Seine

;

And of those mothers who had watch'd and wept.

When on the field the unshelter'd conscript slept.

Bathed with the midnight dews. And some were

there

Of sterner spirits, harden'd by despair

;

Who, in their dark imaginings, again

Fired the rich palace and the stately fane.

Drank in their victim's shriek, as music's breath,

And Uved o'er scenes, the festivals of death !

And there was mirth, too !—strange and savage

mirth.

More fearfiil far than all the woes of earth !

The laughter of cold hearts, and scoff's that spring

From minds for which there is no sacred thing

;

And transient bursts of fierce, exulting glee

—

The lightning's flash upon its blasted tree !

But still, howe'er the soul's disguise were worn.

If from wild revelry, or haughty scorn.

Or buoyant hope, it won an outward show.

Slight was the mask, and all beneath it—woe.

Yet, was this all 1 Amidst the dimgeon-gloom,

The void, the stillness of the captive's doom,

Were there no deeper thoughts ! And that dark

power

To whom guilt owes one late but dreadful hour.

The mighty debt through years of crime delay'd.

But, as the grave's, inevitably paid

;

1 Tlie French prisoner, taken in the wars with Napoleon,

were confined in a depot on Dartmoor.

Came he not thither, in his burning force.

The lord, the tamer of dark souls—Remorse

!

Yes ! as the night calls forth from sea and sky.

From breeze and wood, a solemn harmony,

Lost when the swift triumphant wheels of day

In light and sound are hurrying on their way

:

Thus, from the deep recesses of the heart,

The voice which sleeps, but never dies, might start,

Call'd up by solitude, each nerve to thrill

With accents heard not, save when all is still !

The voice, inaudible when havoc's strain

Crush'd the red vintage of devoted Spain

;

Mute, when sien-as to the war-whoop rung,

And the broad light of conflagration sprung

From the south's marble cities ; hush'd midst cries

That told the heavens of mortal agonies

;

But gathering silent strength, to wake at last

In concentrated thunders of the past

!

And there, perchance, some long-bevrilder'd

mind,

Tom from its lowly sphere, its path confined

Of village duties, in the Alpine glen.

Where nature cast its lot midst peasant men
;

Drawn to that vortex, whose fierce ruler blent

The earthquake power of each wild element.

To lend the tide which bore his throne on high

One impulse more of desperate energy
;

Might—when the bUlow's awful rush was o'er

Which toss'd its wreck upon the storm-beat shore.

Won from its wanderings past, by suff'ering tried,

Search'd by remorse, by anguish purified

—

Have fix'd, at length, its troubled hopes and fears

On the far world, seen brightest through our tears;

And, in that hour of triumph or despair.

Whose secrets all must leai'n—but none declare.

When, of the things to come, a deeper sense

Fills the dim eye of trembling penitence.

Have tum'd to Him whose bow is in the cloud.

Around life's limits gathering as a shroud

—

The fearful mysteries of the heart who knows.

And, by the tempest, calls it to repose I

Who visited that deathbed ? Who can tell

Its brief sad tale, on which the soul might dwell,

And learn immortal lessons 1 Wio behold

The struggling hope, by shame, by doubt repell'd

—

The agony of prayer—the bursting teal's

—

The dark remembrances of guilty years.

Crowding upon the spirit in their might 1

He, through the storm who look'd, and there was

light 1

k
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That scene is closed !—^that wild, tumxiltuous

breast,

With all its pangs and passions, is at rest

!

He, too, is fallen, the master-power of strife,

Who woke those passions to delirious life

;

And days, prepared a brighter com-se to run.

Unfold their buoyant pinions to the sun !

It is a glorious hour when Spring goes forth

O'er the bleak mountains of the shadowy north,

And with one radiant glance, one magic breath.

Wakes aU things lovely from the sleep of death

;

While the glad voices of a thousand streams.

Bursting their bondage, triumph in her beams !

But Peace hath nobler changes ! O'er the mind.

The warm and living spirit of mankind.

Her influence breathes, and bids the blighted heart.

To life and hope from desolation start !

She with a look dissolves the captive's chain,

Peopling with beauty widow'd homes again
;

Around the mother, in her closing years.

Gathering her sous once more, and from the tears

Of the dim past but winning purer light.

To make the present more serenely bright.

Nor rests that influence here. From clime to

clime,

In silence gliding with the stream of time.

Still doth it spread, borne onwards, as a breeze

With healing on its wings, o'er isles and seas.

And as Heaven's breath call'd forth, with genial

power.

From the dry wand the almond's living flower.

So doth its deep-felt charm in secret move

The coldest heart to gentle deeds of love
;

While round its pathway nature softly glovra.

And the wide desert blossoms as the rose.

Yes ! let the waste lift up the exulting voice !

Let the far-echoing solitude rejoice !

And thou, lone moor ! where no blithe reaper's

song

E'er lightly sped the summer hours along.

Bid thy wild rivers, from each mountain-source

Rushing in joj', make music on their course !

Thou, whose sole records of existence mark

The scene of barbarous rites in ages dark.

And of some nameless combat ; hope's bright eye

Beams o'er thee in the light of prophecy !

Yet shalt thou smile, by busy culture drest,

And the rich harvest wave upon thy breast

!

Yet shall thy cottage smoke, at dewy morn.

Rise in blue wreaths above the flowering thorn.

And, midstthyhamlet shades,theembosom'd spire

Catch from deep-kindling heavens their earliest

fire.

Thee, too, that hour shall bless, the balmy close

Of labour's day, the herald of repose.

Which gathers hearts in peace ; while social mirth

Basks in the blaze of each free village hearth
;

While peasant-songs are on the joyous gales.

And meiTy England's voice floats up from all her

vales.

Yet are there sweeter sounds ; and thou shalt hear

Such as to Heaven's immortal host are dear.

Oh ! if there still be melody on earth

Worthy the sacred bowers where man drew birth.

When angel-steps their paths rejoicing trode.

And the air trembled with the breath of God

;

It lives in those soft accents, to the sky^

Borne from the lips of stainless infancy, [sprung,

When holy strains, from life's pure fount which

Breathed with deep reverence, falter on his tongue.

And such shall be thy music, when the cells,

Where Guilt, the child of hopeless Misery, dwells,

(And, to wild strength by desperation wrought.

In silence broods o'er many a fearful thought,)

Resound to pity's voice ; and childhood thence.

Ere the cold blight hath reach'd its innocence.

Ere that soft rose-bloom of the soul be fled,

Which vice but breathes on and its hues are dead.

Shall at the call press forward, to be made

A glorious ofFermg, meet for Him who said,

" Mercy, not sacrifice
!

" and, when of old

Clouds of rich incense from his altars roll'd,

Dispersed the smoke of perfumes, and laid bare

The heart's deep folds, to read its homage there !

When some crown'd conqueror, o'er a trampled

world

His banner, shadowing nations, hath unfurl'd.

And, like those visitations which deform

Nature for centuries, hath made the storm

His pathway to dominion's lonely sphere.

Silence behind—before him, flight and fear !

When kingdoms rock beneath his rushing wheels.

Till each fair isle the mighty impulse feels,

And earth is moulded but by one proud will.

And sceptred realms wear fetters, and are still

;

Shall the free soul of song bow down to pay.

The earthquake homage on its baleful way?

J In allusion to a plan for the erection of a great national

school-house on Dartmoor, where it was proposed to educate

the children of convicts.
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Shall the glad harp send up exulting strains

O'er burning cities and forsaken plains

!

And shall no harmony of softer close

Attend the stream of mercy as it flows.

And, mingling w-ith the murmur of its wave.

Bless the green shores its gentle cuiTents lave 1

Oh ! there are loftier themes, for him whose eyes

Have search'd the depths of Ufe's realities.

Than the red battle, or the trophied car.

Wheeling the monarch-victor fast and far

;

There aremore noble strains than thosewhich swell

The triumphs ruin may suffice to tell

!

Ye prophet-bards, who sat in elder days

Beneath the palms of Judah ! ye whose lays

With torrent rapture, from their source on high.

Burst in the strength of immortality I

Oh ! not alone, those haunted groves among.

Of conquering hosts, of empires crush'd, ye sung;

But of that spirit destined to explore.

With the bright day-spring, every distant shore,

To dry the tear, to bind the broken reed,

To make the home of peace in hearts that bleed;

With beams of hope to pierce the dungeon's gloom.

And pour eternal stai'-light o'er the tomb.

And bless'd and hallow'd be its haunts ! for there

Hath man's high soul been rescued from despair

!

There hath th' immortal spark for heaven been

nursed

;

There from the rock the springs of life have burst

Quenchless and pure ! and holy thoughts, that rise

Warm from the source of human sympathies

—

Where'er its path of radiance may bo traced.

Shall find their temple in the silent waste.

WELSH MELODIES.

THE HAEP OF WALES.
INTRODUCTORY BTANZAS, INSCRIBED TO THE RUTHIN

WELSH LITERARY SOCIETY.

Harp of the mountain-land ! sound forth again

As when the foaming Hirlas^ horn was cro^vn'd,

And warrior heai'ts beat proudly to the strain.

And the brightmead at Owain's feastwent round

:

Wake mth the spirit and the power of yore !

Harp of the ancient liills ! be heard once more !

Thy tones are not to cease ! The Roman came

O'er the blue waters with his thousand oars :

Through Mona's oaks he sent the wasting flame

;

The Druid shrines lay prostrate on our shores

:

All gave their ashes to the wind and sea—

•

Ring out, thou harp ! he could not silence thee.

Thy tones are not to cease ! The Saxon pass'd.

His banners floated on Erjri's gales ;

"

But thou wert heard above the trumpet's blast.

E'enwhen his towers rose loftiest o'er the vales !

Thinevfaa the voice that cheer'd the brave and free

;

Theyhad theirhiUs, their chainless hearts, andthee.

Those were dark years !—Theysaw the valiant fall.

The rank weeds gathering round the chieflain's

board,

' nirlus, from Mr, long, and glat, blue or azure.

* ErjTi, the Welsh name for the Snowdon mountains.

The hearth left lonely in the ruin'd hall

—

Yet power was thine—a gift in every chord !

Call back that spirit to the days of peace.

Thou noble harp ! thy tones are not to cease !

DRUID CHORUS ON THE LANDING OF
THE ROMANS.

Bt the dread and viewless powers

Whom the storms and seas obey.

From the Dai'k Isle's' mystic bowers,

Romans ! o'er the deep away !

Think yc, 'tis but nature's gloom

O'er our shadowy coast which broods?

By the altar and the tomb.

Shun these haunted solitudes !

Know ye Mona's awful spells ?

She the rolling orbs can stay !

She the mighty grave compels

Back to yield its fetter'd prey 1

Fear ye not tho hghtning stroke ?

Mark ye not tho fiery sky ]

Hence !—around our central oak

Gods are gathering—Romans, fly f

' Tnj/t Dyuyyll, or the Dark Island—an ancient name for

Anglesey.
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THE GREEN ISLES OF OCEAN.'

Where are they, those green fairy islands, reposing

In sunlight and beauty on ocean's calm breast ?

What spirit, the things which are hidden disclosing,

Shall point the bright way to their dwellings of rest ?

Oh ! lovely they rose on the dreams of past ages,

The mightyhave sought them, undaunted in faith;

But the land hath been sad for her waiTiors and

sages, [death.

For the guide to those realms of the blessed is

Where are they, the high-minded children ofglory.

Who steer'd for those distant green spots on the

wave?

To the winds of the ocean theylefttheirwildstory.

In the fields oftheircountrytheyfoundnotagrave.

Perchance they repose where the summer-breeze

gathers

From the flowers of each vale immortality'sbreath;

But their steps shall be ne'er on the Mils of their

fathers

—

[death.

For the guide to those realms of the blessed is

THE SEA-SONG OF GAFRAN.s

Watch ye well ! The moon is shrouded

On her bright throne

;

Storms.are gathering, stars are clouded,

Waves make wild moan.

'Tis no night of hearth-flrcs glowing,

And gay songs and wine-cups flowing ;

But of winds, in darkness blowing.

O'er seas unknown 1

In the dwellings of our fathers.

Round the glad blaze,

Now the festive circle gathers

With harps and lays

;

^ Tlie *• Green Islands of Ocean," or '* Green Spots of

the Floods," called in the Triads " Gwerddonan Llion,"

(respecting wliich some remarkable snperstitions have been

preserved in Wales,) were supposed to be the abode of the

Fair Family, or souls of the virtuous Druids, who could not

enter the Christian heaven, but were permitted to enjoy this

paradise of their own. Gafran, a distinguished British chief-

tain of the fifth century, went on a voyage witli his family to

discover these islands ; but they were never heard of after-

wards. This event, the voyage of Merddin Emrys with his

twelve bards, and the expedition of Madoc, were called the

three losses by disappearance of the island of Britain.—See

Now the rush-strewn halls are ringing,

Steps are bounding, bards are singing,

—Ay ! the hour to all is bringing

Peace, joy, or praise.

Save to us, our night-watch keeping.

Storm-winds to brave.

While the very sea-bird sleeping

Rests in its cave !

Think of us when hearths are beaming.

Think of us when mead is streaming.

Ye, of whom our souls are dreaming

On the dark wave

!

THE HIRLAS HORN.

Fill high the blue hirlas that shines like the wave'

When sunbeams are bright on the spray of the

sea;

And bear thou the rich foamuig mead to the brave,

The dragons of battle, the sons of the free !

To those from whose spears, in the shock of the

fight, [the field

;

A beam, Uke heaven's lightning,* fla.sh'd over

To thosewhocamerushingas storms in their might,

Who have shiver'd the helmet, and cloven the

shield

;

The sound of whose strife was like oceans afar,

When lances were red from the harvest of war.

Fill high the blue hirlas ! cup-bearer, fill

For the lords of the field in their festival's hour,

And let the mead foam, like the stream of the hill

That bursts o'erthe rock in the pride of itspower

:

Praise, praise to the mighty, fill high the smooth

horn

Of honour and mirth,' for the conflict is o'er

;

And round let the golden-tipp'd hirlas be borne

To the lion-defenders of Gwynedd's fair shore.

Who rush'd to the field where the glory was won.

As eagles that soar from their clifi's to the sun.

W. O. Pughe's Cambrian BiOffraphi/ 1 also Cambro- Briton,

i. 124.

2 See note to the •* Green Isles of Ocean."

8 *' Fetch the horn, that we may drink together, whose

gloss is like the waves of the sea ; whose preen handles show

the skill of the artist, and are tipped with gold.**—From the

Hirlas Horn of Owain Cyfeilioq.

* *' Heard ye in Maelor the noise of war, the horrid din

of arms, their furious onset, loud as in the battle of Bangor,

where tire flashed out of their spears ?
*'—From the same.

* " Fill, then, the yellow-lipped lioni—badge of honour

and mirth.*'—From tiie same.
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Fill higher the hirlas ! forgetting not those

Who shared its bright draught in the days

which are fled I

Though cold ontheirmountains the valiant repose,

Their lot shall be lovely—renown to the dead

!

While harps in the hall of the feast shall be strung,

Wliile regal Eryri with snow shall be crown'd

—

So long by the bards shall their battles be sung,

Andtheheartof the hero shallbum at the sound.

The free winds of Maelor^ shall swell with their

name,

And Owain's rich hirlas be fill'd to their fame.

THE HALL OF CYNDDYLAN.

The Hall of Cynddylan is gloomy to-night;'

1 weep, for the grave has extinguish'd its light

;

The beam of the lamp from its summit is o'er,

The blaze of its hearth shallgivewelcomeno more

!

The Hall of Cynddylan is voiceless and still,

The sound of its harpings hath died on the hill

!

Be silent for ever, thou desolate scene,

Nor let e'en an echo recall what hath been !

The Hall of Cynddylan is lonely and bare.

No banquet, no guest, not a footstep is there !

Oh ! where are the warriors who circled its board ?

•—The grass will soon wave where the mead-cup

was pour'd I

The Hall of Cynddylan is loveless to-night.

Since he is departed whoso smile made it bright

!

I mourn; but the sigh of my soul shall be brief.

The pathway is short to the grave of my chief

!

} Maelor, part of the counties of Denbigh and Flint, ac-

cording to the modern division.

2 ** Tlie Hall of Cynddylan is gloomy this night.

Without fire, without bed—
I must weep awlkile, and then be silent.

The Hall of Cynddylan is gloomy this night,

Without flre, without being lighted

—

Be thou encircled with spreading silence

!

Tlie Hall of Cynddylan is without love this night,

Since he that own'd it is no more

—

Ah Death ! it will be but a short time he will leave me.

The Hall of Cynddylan it is not easy tliis night.

On the top of the rock of Hydwyth, [cling feasts !
"

Without its lord, without company, without the cir-

OwEN's Heroic Elegv^s of Ltytcarch lien.

' " Wliat X loved when I was a youth is hateful to me
now."

THE LAMENT OF LLYWARCH HEN.

[Llywarch Hen, or Llywarcti the Aged, a celebrated bard

and chief of the times of Artliur, was prince of Argoed, sup-

posed to be a part of tlie present Cumberland. Having

sustained the loss ol his patrimony, and witnessed the fall of

most of his sons, in tlie unequal contest maintained by the

North Britons against tlie growing power of the Saxons,

Llywarch was compelled to fly from his country, and seelt

refuge in Wales. He there found an asylum for some time

in the residence of Cynddylan, Prince of Powys, whose fall

he pathetically laments in one of iiis poems. Tliese are still

e.xtant ; and his elegy on old age and the loss of his sons, is

remarkable for its simplicity and beauty.—See Cambrian

Biography^ and Owen's Heroic Elegies and oilier poems of

Llywarch lien,']

The bright hours return, and the blue sky is

ringing

Withsong,andthehUls are all mantledwith bloom

;

Butfairerthan aught which the summer isbringing.

The beauty and youth gone to people the tomb

!

Oh ! why should I hve to hear music resounding.

Which cannot awake ye, my lovely, my brave 1

WTiy smile the waste flowers, my sad footsteps

surrounding 1

—My sons ! they but clothe the green turf of

your grave !

Alone on the rocks of the stranger I linger.

My spirit all wrapt in the past as a dream !

Mine ear hath no joy in the voice of the singer,'

Mine eye sparkles not to the simlight's glad beam;

Yet, yet I live on, though forsaken and weeping 1

— grave ! why refuse to the aged thy bed.

When valour's high heart on thy bosom is sleeping.

When youth's glorious flower is gone down to the

dead

!

Fairwere ye,my sons ! and all kingly your bearing,

As on to the fields of your glory ye trode ! [ing.

Eachprinceofmyrace the brightgolden chainwear-

Each eye glancing fire, shrouded now by the sod !*

I weep when the blast of the trumpet is sounding.

Which rouses ye not, my lovely ! my brave !

When warriors and chiefs to their proud steeds

are bounding, [grave !

'

I turn from heaven's light, for it smiles on your

* *' Four and twenty sons to me have been

Wearing the golden chain, and leading princes.*'

Elegies o/Llywarch Hen.

The golden chain, as a badge of honour, worn by heroes,

is frequently alluded to in the works of the ancient British

bards.

5 '* Hardly has the snow covered the vale,

When the warriors are hastening to the battle

;

I do not go, 1 am hinder'd by infirmity."

Eltgia ofUywarch Hen.
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GRUFYBD'S FEAST.

[** Grafydd ab Khysab Tewdwr, having resisted the Eng-

lish successfully in the time of Stephen, and at last obtained

from them an honounible peace, made a great feast at his

palace in Tstrad Tywi to celebrate this event. To this feast,

which was continued for forty days, he invited all who would

come in peace from Givi/nedd, Powys^ the Deheubarth, Glam-

organ, and the marches. Against the appointed time he

prepared all kinds of delicious viands and liquors ; with every

entertainment of vocal and instrumental song ; thus patronis-

ing the poets and musicians. lie encouraged, too, all sorts

of representations and manly games, and afterwards sent

away all those who had excelled in them with honourable

gifts."

—

CambTnan Biography.']

Let the yellowmead shine forthe sons of the brave,

By the bright festal torches around us that wave

!

Set open the gates of the prince's wide hall.

And hang up the chiefs ruddy spear on the wall

!

There is peace in the landwehavebattled to save

:

Then spread ye the feast, bid the wine-cup foam

higii,i

That those may rejoice who have fear'd not to die

!

Let the horn whose loud blast gave the signal for

fight.

With the bees sunny nectar now sparkle in light ;^

Let the rich draught it offers with gladness be

crown'd, [sound !

For the strong hearts in combat that leap'd at its

Like the billows' dark swell was the path of

their might,

Red, red as their blood, fill the wine-cup on high.

That those may rejoice who have fear'd not to die

!

Andwake ye the children ofsongfromtheirdreams.

On Maelor's wild hUls and by Dj'fed's fair streams !

'

Bid them haste with those strains of the lofty and

free.

Which shall flowdown the waves oflong ages to be.

Sheath the sword which hath given them un-

perishing themes, [high.

And pour the bright mead : let the wine-cup foam
That those may rejoice who have fear'd not to die

!

THE CAMBRIAN IN AMERICA.

When the last flush of eve is dying •

On boundless lakes afar that shine ;

1 Wine, as well as mead, is frequently mentioned in the

poems of ttie ancient Britisii b<irds.

2 Tlie liorn was used for two purposes—to sound tiie alarm

In war, and to drink the mead at feasts.

3 Dyfed, (said to signify a land abounding with streams of

water,) the modern Pembrokeshire.

When vrinds amidst the palms are sighing,

And fragrance breathes from every pine :*

When stars through cypress-boughs are gleaming.

And fire-flies wander bright and free.

Still of thy harps, thy mountains dreaming,

My thoughts, ^vild Cambria ! dwell with thee !

Alone o'er green savannas roving.

Where some broad stream in silence flows,

Or through th' eternal forests moving,

One only home my spirit knows !

Sweet land, whence memory ne'er hath parted !

To thee on sleep's light wing I fly

;

But happier could the weary-hearted

Look on his own blue hiUs and die !

TALIESIN'S PROPHECY.

[A prophecy of Taliesin relating to the ancient Britons is

still extant, and has been strikingly verified. It is to the

following effect :

—

" Their God they shall worship.

Their language they shall retain.

Their land they Bhall lose.

Except wild Wales."]

A VOICE from time departed yet floats thy hills

among, [sung

:

Cambria ! thus thy prophet bard, thy Taliesin

" The path of unborn ages is traced upon my soul.

The clouds which mantle things unseen away

before me roll, [pass'd,

A light the depths revealing hath o'er my spirit

A rushing sound from days to be swells fitful in

the blast, [tongue

And tells me that for ever shall live the lofty

To which the harp of Mona's woods by freedom's

hand was strung.

" Green island of the mighty !' I see thine ancient

race

Driven from their fathers' realm to make the rocks

their dwelling-place !

1 see fromUthyr's ^ kingdom the sceptre pass away.

And many a Hne of bards and chiefs and princely

men decay.

But long as Arvon's mountains shall lift their

sovereign forms,

And wear the crown to which is given dominion

o'er the storms,

* The aromatic odour of the pine has frequently been men-

tioned by travellers.

5 Ynj/s y Cfdeirn, or Isle of the Mighty—an ancient name

given to Britain.

« UthyrPendragon, king of Britain, supposed to have been

the father of Arthur.
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So long, their empire sharing, shall live the lofty

tongue

To wliich the harp of Mona's woods by freedom's

hand was strung !

"

OWEN GLYNDWR'S WARSONG.

Saw ye the blazing star !

'

The heavens look'd down on freedom's war.

And lit her torch on high !

Bright on the di-agon crest ^

It tcUs that glory's wing shall rest.

When warriors meet to die !

Let earth's pale tyrants read despair

And vengeance in its flame

;

Hail ye, my bai-ds ! the omen fair

Of conquest and of fame.

And swell the I'ushing mountain air

With songs to Glend^vr's name.

At the dead hour of night,

Mark'd yc how each majestic height

Buru'd in its awful beams ]

Bed shone th' eternal snows.

And all the land, aa bright it rose.

Was full of glorious dreams !

eagles of the battle, ' rise !

The hope of Gwynedd wakes !

*

It is your banner in the skies

Through each dark cloud which breaks,

And mantles with triumphal dyes

Your thousand hills and lakes !

A sound is on the breeze,

A murmur as of swelling seas !

The Saxon on his way !

Lo ! spear and shield and lance,

From Deva's waves, with lightning glance.

Reflected to the day !

But who the torrent-wave compels

A conqueror's chain to bear 1

* Tito year 1402 was usiiered in with a comet or blazing

star, wtiich tlie bards interpreted as an omen favourable to

the cause of GIend«T. It served to infuse spirit into the

minds of a superstitious people, the first success of tlieir

chieftain confirmed this belief, and gave new vigour to tlieir

actions.

—

Pennant.
* Owen Glendwr styled himself the Dragon t a name lie

assumed in imitation of Uthyr, whose victories over the

Saxons were foretold by the appearances of a star with a dragon

beneath, wliicli Uthyr used as his badge ; and on that account

it became a favourite ono with the Welsh.—Pkn.nant.

Let those who wake the soul that dwells

On our free winds, beware !

The greenest and the loveliest dells

May be the lion's lair I

Of us they told, the seers.

And monarch bards of elder years.

Who walk'd on earth as powers I

And in their burning strains,

A spell of might and mystery reigns.

To guard our mountain-towers !

—In Snowdon's caves a prophet lay:'

Before his gifted sight.

The march of ages pass'd away

With hero-footsteps bright

;

But proudest in that long array,

Waa Glendwr's path of light I

PRIKCE MADOC'S FAREWELL.

Why lingers my gaze where the last hues of day

On the hills of my country in loveliness sleep ?

Too fair is the sight for a wand'rer, whose way

Lies far o'er the measureless worlds ofthe deep !

Fall, shadows of twilight ! and veil the green shore.

That the heartofthe mighty may waver no more !

Why rise on my thoughts, ye free songs of the land

Where the harp's lofty soul on each wild wind

is borne %

Be hush'd, be forgotten ! for ne'er shall the hand

Of minstrel with melody greet my return.

—No ! no !—letyourechoesstUlfloatonthebreeze,

And my heart shall be strong for the conquest of

seafi I

'Tis not for the land of my sires to give birth

Unto bosoms that shrink when their trial isnigh

;

Away ! we will bear over ocean and earth

A name and a spirit that never shall die.

' " Bring the horn to Tudwrou, the Eagk of Ballla."—

See the Uirlat Horn of Owain Cyfeiliog. The eagle is a

very i&vouiite image with the ancient Welsh poets.

< Gwynedd, (pronounced Gwyneth,) North Wales.

' Merlin, or Mcrddin Erarys, is said to have composed his

prophecies on the future lot of tlie Britons, amongst the

mountains of Snowdon. Many of these, and other ancient

prophecies, were applied by Glyndwr to his own cause,

and assisted him greatly in animating the spirit of his fol-

lowers.
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My course to the winds, to the stars, I resign

;

But my soul's quenchless fire, my country ! is

thine.

CASWALLON'S TRIUMPH.

[CaswaUon (or Caasivelaunus) was elected to the supreme

command of the Britons, (as recorded in the Triads,) for the

purpose of opposing Cffisar, under the title of Elected Chiefof

Battle. Whatever impression the disciplined legions ofRome
might have made on the Britons in the first instance, the

subsequent departure of Caesar they considered as a cause of

triumph ; and it is stated that CaswaUon proclaimed an as-

sembly of the various states of the island, for the purpose of

celebrating that event by feasting and public rejoicing.

—

Cambrian Biograpliy.']

Fbom the glowing southern regions,

Where the sun-god makes his dwelling.

Came the Roman's crested legions

O'er the deep, round Britain swelling.

The wave grew dazzling as he pass'd.

With light from spear and helmet cast ;

And sounds in every rushing blast

Of a conqueror's march were telling.

But his eagle's royal pinion,

Bowing earth beneath its glory.

Could not shadow with dominion

Our wild seas and mountains hoary !

Back from their cloudy realm it flies.

To float in Ught through softer skies ;

Oh ! chainless winds of heaven arise !

Bear a vanquish'd world the story !

Lords of earth ! to Rome returning.

Tell how Britain combat wages.

How Caswallon's soul is burning

When the storm of battle rages !

And ye that shrine high deeds in song,

holy and immortal throng !

The brightness of his name prolong.

As a torch to stream through ages !

1 *' I liave rode hard, mounted on a fine high-bred steed,

upon thy account, O thou with the countenance of cherry-

flower bloom. The speed was with eagerness, and the strong

long-hamm'd steed of Alban reached the summit of the high

land of Bran."

3 " My loving heart sinks with grief without thy sup-

port, O thou that hast the whiteness of the curling waves !

I know that this pain will avail me nothing

towards obtaining thy love, O thou whose countenance is

bright as the flowers of the hawthorn !

*'

—

Howel's Ode to

Myfanicy.

HOWEL'S SONG.

[HowEL ab Einion Llygliw was a distinguished bard of

the fourteenth century. A beautiful poem, addressed by

him to Myfanwy Vychan, a celebrated beauty of those times,

is still preserved amongst the remains of the Welsh bards.

The ruins of Myfanivy's residence. Castle Dinas Br4n, may

yet be traced on a high hill near Llangollen.]

Press on, my steed ! I hear the swell

'

Of Valle Crucis' vesper-bell.

Sweet floating from the holy dell

O'er woods and waters round.

Perchance the maid I love, e'en now,

From Dinas Bran's majestic brow,

Looks o'er the fairy world below.

And listens to the sound !

I feel her presence on the scene !

The summer air is more serene.

The deep woods wave in richer green,

The wave more gently flows !

fair as ocean's curling foam !
^

Lo ! with the balmy hour I come

—

The hour that brings the wanderer home.

The weary to repose !

Haste ! on each mountain's darkening crest

The glow hath died, the shadows rest.

The twilight star on Deva's breast

Gleams tremulously bright

;

Speed for Myfanwy's bower on high !

Though scorn may wound me from her eye.

Oh ! better by the sun to die.

Than live in rayless night !

THE MOUNTAIN FERES.

[" The custom retained inWales of lighting fires (fioeUxrfhii)

on November eve, is said to be a traditional memorial of the

massacre of the British chiefs by Ilengist, on Salisbury

plain. The practice is, however, of older date, and had

reference originally to the Alban Etvtdt or new-year."

—

Cambro-Briton.

When these tires are kindled on the mountains, and seen

through the darkness of a stormy night, casting a red and

fitful glare over heath and rock, their efiect is strikingly pic-

turesque.]

Light the hUla I till heaven is glowing

As with some red meteor's rays !

Winds of night, though rudely blowing,

Shall but fan the beacon-blaze.
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Light the hills ! till flames are streaming

From Yr Wyddfa's sovereign steep/

To the waves round Mona gleaming,

Where the Eoman track'd the deep !

Be the mountain watch-fires heighten'd.

Pile them to the stormy sky !

Till each torrent-wave is brighten'd.

Kindling as it rushes by.

Now each rock, the mist's high dwelling.

Towers in reddening light sublime

;

Heap the flames 1 around them telling

Tales of Cambria's elder time.

Thus our sires, the fearless-hearted.

Many a solemn vigil kept.

When, in ages long departed.

O'er the noble dead they wept.

In the winds wo hear their voices

—

" Sons ! though yours a brighter lot.

When the mountain-land rejoices.

Be her mighty unforgot I

"

ERYRI WEN.

[*' Snowdon waa held as sacred by the ancient Britons, as

Parnassus was by the Greelts, and Ida by the Cretans. It is

still said, that whosoever slept upon Snowdon would walfe

inspired, as much as if he had taken a nap on the hill of

Apollo. The Welsh had always the strongest attachment to

the tract of Snowdon. Our princes had, in addition to their

title, that of Lord of Snowdon."

—

Pennant.]

Theibs was no dream, monarch hill.

With heaven's own azure crown'd !

Who call'd thee—what thou shalt be still.

White Snowdon !—holy ground.

They fabled not, thy sons who told

Of the dread power enshrined

Within thy cloudy mantle's fold,

And on thy rushing wind !

1 Yr Wyddfa, the Welsh name of Snowdon, said to mean

the coiispiatous place, or object.

2 Dinas Emrys, (the fortress of Ambrose,) a celebrated

rocl< amongst tlie mountains of Snowdon, is said to be so

called from having been the residence of Merddin Emrys,

called by the Latins Merlinus Ambrosius, the celebrated

prophet and magician ; and there, tradition says, he wrote

his prophecies concerning tlie future state of the Britons.

There is another curious tradition respecting a large stone,

on the ascent of Snowdon, called Macn dtt yr ArddUy the

black stone of Arddu. It is said, that if two persons were to

sleep a night on this stone, in the morning one would find

It shadow'd o'er thy silent height.

It flU'd thy chainless air.

Deep thoughts of majesty and might

For ever breathing there.

Nor hath it fled ! the awfiil spell

Yet holds unbroken sway,

As when on that wild rock it fell

Where Merddin Emrys lay !'

Though from their stoi'my haunts of yore

Thine eagles long have flown,'

As proud a flight the soul shall soar

Yet from thy mountain-throne !

Pierce then the heavens, thou hill of streams I

And make the snows thy crest

!

The sunlight of immortal dreams

Around thee still shall rest.

Eryri ! temple of the bard I

And fortress of the free !

Midst rocks which heroes died to guard.

Their spirit dwells with thee I

CHANT OF THE BARDS BEFORE THEIR
MASSACRE BY EDWARD I.*

Raise ye the sword ! let the death-stroke be given;

Oh I swift may it fall as the lightning of heaven

!

So shall our spirits be free as our strains

—

The children of song may not languish in chains

!

Have ye not trampled our country's bright crest]

Are heroes reposing in death on her breast ?

Red with their blood do her mountain-streams flow.

And tliink ye that still we would Hnger below J

Rest, ye brave dead ! midst the hills of your sires,

Oh 1 who would not slumberwhen freedom expiresi
Lonely and voiceless your halls must remain

—

The children of song may not breathe in the chain 1

himself endowed with the gift of poetry, and the other would

become insane.

—

Williaus'3 ObservatioTU on the Snowdon
Mountains.

s It is believed amongst the inhabitants of these moun*
tains, tliat eagles have heretofore bred in the lofty clefts of

their rocks. Some wandering ones are still seen at times,

though very rarely, amongst the precipices.

—

Willians'A
Observations on the Snotedon Mountains.

* This sanguinary deed is not attested by any historian of

credit. And it deserves to be also noticed, tliat none of the

bardic productions since the time of Edward make any aUu>

sion to such an event.

—

Cambro-Britcmt vol. i., p. 195.
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THE DYING BAED'S PROPHECY.'

The hall of harps is lone to-night,

And cold the chieftain's hearth :

It hath no mead, it hath no light

;

No voice of melody, no sound of mirth.

The bow lies broken on the floor

Whence the free step is gone

;

The pilgrim turns him from the door [stone.

MTiere minstrel-blood hath stain'd the threshold

" And I, too, go : my wound is deep.

My brethren long have died

;

Yet, ere my soul grow dark with sleep.

Winds ! bear the spoiler one more tone of pride !

" Bear it where, on his battle-plain,

Beneath the setting sun.

He coimts my country's noble slain

—

Say to him—Saxon, think not all is won.

" Thou hast laid low the warrior's head.

The minstrel's chainless hand

:

Dreamer ! that numbcrest witli the dead

The burning spirit of the mountain-land

!

" Think'st thou, because the song hath ceased.

The soul of song is flown 1

Think'st thou it woke to cro^vn the feast.

It Kved beside the ruddy hearth alone ?

" No ! by our wrongs, and by our blood !

We leave it pure and free

;

Though hush'd awhile, that sounding flood

Shall roll in joy through ages yet to be.

" We leave it midst our country's woe

—

The birthright of her breast

;

We leave it as we leave the snow

Bright and eternal on Eryri's crest.

We leave it with our fame to dwell

Upon our children's breath

;

Our voice in theirs through time shall swell—

-

The bard hath gifts of prophecy from death.

He dies ; but yet the mountains stand,

Yet sweeps the torrent's tide

;

And this is yet Aneurin's' land

—

Winds ! bear the spoiler one more tone of pride

!

1 At the time of the supposed massacre of the Welsh bards

by Edward the First.

2 Aneurin, one of the noblest of the Welsh bards.

THE FAIR ISLE."

FOR THE MKLODY CALLED THE *' WELSH GROUND."

[The Bard of the Palace, under the ancient Welsh princes,

always accompanied the army when it marched into an
enemy's country ; and, while it was preparing for battle or

dividing the spoils, he performed an ancient song, called

Unhennaeth Prydain, the Monarchy of Britain. It lias been

conjectured that this poem referred to the tradition of the

Welsh, that the whole island had once been possessed by tlieir

ancestors, who were driven into a corner of it by their Saxon

invaders. When the prince had received his share of the

spoils, the bard, for the performance of this song, was rewarded

with the most valuable beast that remained.

—

Jones's //w-

torical Account of Vie Welsh Bards,']

I.

Sons of the Fair Isle ! forget not the time

Ere spoilers hadbreathed the free airofyour clime

;

All that its eagles behold in their flight [height.

Was yours, from the deep to each storm-mantled

Though from your race that proud birthright be

torn,

Unquenoh'd is the spirit for monarchy bom.

Darkly though clouds may hang o'er us awhile.

The crown shall not pass from the Beautiful Isle.

Ages may roll ere your children regain

The land for which heroes have perish'd in vain
;

Yet, in the sound of your names shall be power,

Aroimd her still gathering in glory's full hour.

Strong in the fame of the mighty that sleep.

Your Britain shall sit on the throne of the deep.

Then shall their spirits rejoice in her smile.

Who died for the crown of the Beautiful Isle.

THE ROCK OF CADER IDEIS.

[It is an old tradition of the Welsh bards, that on the

summit of the mountain Cader Idris, is an excavation resem-

bling a couch ; and that whoever sliould pass a night in tiiat

hollow, would be found in the morning either dead, in a

a frenzy, or endowed with the highest poetical inspiration.]

I LAY on that rock where the storms have their

dwellmg, cloud

;

The birthplace of phantoms, the home of the

5 Ynys Prydain was the ancient Welsh name of Britain,

and signifies /air or beautiful Ule.
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Around it for ever deep music is swelling,

Thevoice ofthe mountain-wind, solemnand loud.

'Twas a midnight of shadows all fitfully streaming,

Of wild waves and breezes, that mingled their

moan

;

[ing

;

Ofdim shrouded stars, as from gulfs faintly gleam-

Andl met the dreadgloom of itsgrandeur alone.

I lay there in silence—a spirit came o'er me
;

Man's tongue hath no language to speak what

I saw

;

[me,

Things glorious, unearthly, pass'd floating before

And my heart almost fainted with rapture and

awe.

I view'd the dread beings around us that hover.

Though veil'd by the mists of mortality's breath

;

And I call'd upon darkness the vision to cover.

For a strife was within mo of madness and death.

1 saw them—the powers ofthewind and the ocean.

The rush of whose pinion bears onward the

storms;

[" Tlie Welsh Melodies, which first introduced Mrs

Hemtins to the public as a song-writer, hjid already made

their appearance. Some of them are remarkable for the

melody of their numbers—in particular, the song to the well-

known air, " Ar hyd y nos.** Her fine feeling for music, in

which, as also in drawing, she would have sign<illy excelled,

could she have bestowed the time and patient labour requisite

for obtaining mastery over the mechanical difficulties of these

arts, assisted her not only in her choice of measures, but also

of her words; and, although in speaking of her songs, it

must be remarked that some of the later ones are almost too

full of meaning to r«quit« the further clothing of sweet sound

,

Lite the sweep of the white-rolling wave was their

motion—
I felt their dim presence, but knew not their

forms !

I saw them—the mighty of ages departed

—

The dead were around me that night on the hill

:

From their eyes, as they pass'd, a cold radiance

they darted,

—

There was light on my soul, but my heart's

blood was chill.

I saw what man looks on, and dies—but my spirit

Was strong, and triumphantly lived throtigh

that hour ;

And, as from the grave, I awoke to inherit

A flame all immortal, a voice, and a power I

Day burst on that rock with the purple cloud

crested.

And high Cader Idris rejoiced in the sim ;

—

But oh ! what new glory all nature invested.

When the sense which gives soul to her beauty

was won !

^

instead of theu- being left, as in outline, ^vaiting for the

musicLin'a colouring hand, they must be all praised as flowing

and expressive ; and it is needless to remind the reader how
many of them, united with her sister's music, have obtained

the utmost popularity. She had well studied the national

character of the Welsh airs, and the allusions to the legen-

dary history of the ancient Britons, which her songs con-

tain, are happily chosen. But it was an instinct with Mrs
llemans to catch the picturesque points of national cluu"-

acter, as well as of national music : in the latter she

always delighted."—Chorlky's Memorials of Mrt Heinam,

p. 80-1.]

THE VESPEllS OF PALERMO.
,

A TRAGEDY, IN FIVE ACTS.

[** Mrs Hemans was at this time (1821) occupied in the composition of her tragedy, ' The Vespers of Palermo,* which she

originally wTote without any idea of oiTering it for the stage. The sanguine recommendations, however, of Mr Reginald

Ileber, and the equally kind encouragement of Mr Mihuan, (to whose correspondence she was introduced through the medium
of a mutual friend, though she Iiad never the advantage of his personal acquaintance,) induced her to venture upon a step

which Iier own diflidence would have withheld her from contemplating, but for the support of such Iiigh literary authorities.

Indeed, notwithstanding the flattering encomiums wliicli were bestowed upon the tragedy by all who read it, and most espe-

cially by the critics of the green-room, whose imprimatur might liave been supposed a sufficiently safe guarantee of success,

her own anticipations, throughout the long period of suspense which intervened between its acceptance and representation,

were far more modified tlian those of her friends. In this subdued tone of feeling she thus wrote to Mr Milinan :
—

* As I

cannot help looking forward to the day of trial with much more of dread than of sanguine expectation, I most willingly

acquiesce in your recommendations of deby, and shall rejoice in having the respite as much prolonged as possible. I begin

almost to shudder at my own presumption, and, if it were not for the kind encouragement I have received from you and Mr
Reginald Ileber, should be much more anxiously occupied in searching for any outlet of escape, than in attempting to overcome

the difficulties which seem to obstruct my onward path.'*'

—

Memoir, p. 81-2.]
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SRAUATIS TEB80NM.

Count di Procida.

Raimond di Procida, hU Son.

Eribert, Viceroy.

De Couci.

montalba.

GuiDO.

Alberti.

Anselmo, a Monk.

VlTTORIA.

Constance, SUter to EriberL

SobUi, Soldiert, Mettengart, VaaaU, Pecuantt, &c. &c. Scene—Pafemio.

ACT I.

Scene I.

—

A Valley, with vineyards and cottages.

Groups of Peasants—Procida, disguised as

a Pilgrim, among them.

\st Pea. Ay, this was wont to be a festal time

In days gone by ! I can remember well

The old familiar melodies that rose

At break of mom, from all our purple hUls,

To welcome in the vintage. Never since

Hath music seem'd so sweet. But the light hearts

Which to those measures beat so joyously,

Are tamed to stillness now. There is no voice

Ofjoy through all the land.

2d Pea. Yes ! there are sounds

Of revelry within the palaces.

And the fair castles of our ancient lords.

Where now the stranger banquets. Ye may hear

From thence the peals of song and laughter rise

At midnight's deepest hour.

Zd Pea. Alas ! we sat,

In happier days, so peacefully beneath

The olives and the vines our fathers rear'd.

Encircled by our children, whose quick steps

Flew by us in the dance ! The time hath been

When peace was in the hamlet, wheresoe'er

The storm might gather. But this yoke of France

Falls on the peasant's neck as heavily

As on the crested chieftain's. We are bow'd

E'en to the earth.

Pea's Child. My father, tell me when

Shall the gay dance and song again resound

Amidst our chestnut-woods, as in those days

Of which thou 'rt wont to tell the joyous tale 1

\st Pea. When there are light and reckless

hearts once more

In Sicily's green vales. Alas, my boy !

Men meet not now to quaff the flowing bowl,

To hear the mirthful song, and cast aside

The weight of work-day care : they meet to speak

Of wrongs and sorrows, and to whisper thoughts

They dare not breathe aloud.

Pro. (from the lacTcground) Ay, it is well

So to reHeve th' o'erburthen'd heart, which pants

Beneath its weight of wrongs ; but better far

In silence to avenge them !

An Old Pea. What deep voice

Came with that startling tone ]

1st Pea. It was our guest's.

The stranger pilgrim who hath sojourn'd here

Since yester-mom. Good neighbours, mark him

well

:

He hath a stately bearing, and an eye [accords

Whose glance looks through the heart. His mien

111with such vestments. Howhe folds around him

His pilgrim-cloak, e'en as it were a robe

Of knightly ermine ! That commanding step

Should have been used in courts and camps to

move.

Mark him !

Old Pea. Nay, rather mark him not ; the times

Are fearful, and they teach the boldest hearts

A cautious lesson. What should bring him here ?

A Youth. He spoke of vengeance !

Old Pea. Peace ! we are beset

By snares on every side, and we must learn

In silence and in patience to endure.

Talk not of vengeance, for the word is death.

Pro. (coming forward indignantly)

The word is death ! And what hath life for thee,

That thou shouldst cling to it thus ? thou abject

thing

!

Whose very soul is moulded to the yoke.

And stamp'd with servitude. WTiat ! is it life

Thus at a breeze to start, to school thy voice

Into low fearfiil whispers, and to cast

Pale jealous looks around thee, lest, e'en then,

Strangers should catch its echo1—Is there aught

In this so precious, that thy furrow'd cheek

Is blanch'd with terror at the passing thought

Of hazarding some few and evil days,

Which drag thus poorly on ?

Some of the Peas. Away, away !

Leave us, for there is danger in thy presence.

Pro. A\Tiy, what is danger? Are there deeper

ills

Than those ye bear thus calmly? Ye have drain'd

The cup of bitterness till naught remains
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To fear or shrink from—therefore, be ye strong I

Power dwoUcth with despair. Why start ye thus

At words which are but echoes of the thoughts

Lock'd in your secret souls 1 Full well I know

There is not one among you but hath nursed

Some proud indignant feeling, which doth make

One conflict of his life. I know thy wrongs

—

And thine—and thine ; but if within your breast

There is no chord that vibrates to my voice,

Then fare ye well. [say on !

A Youth {comhig forward) No, no ! say on,

There are stiU free and fiery hearts e'en here,

That kindle at thy words.

Pea. If that indeed

Thou hast a hope to give us

Pro. There is hope

For all who suflTer with indignant thoughts

Which work in silent strength. What ! think ye

heaven

O'erlooks the oppressor, if he bear awhile

His created head ou high^ I tell you, no !

Th' avenger will not sleep. It was an hour

Of triumph to the conqueror, when our king.

Our young brave Conradin, in Ufe's fair morn
On the red scaffold died. Yet not the less

Is Justice throned above ; and her good time

Comes rushing on in storms : that royal blood

Hath lifted an accusing voice from cai-th.

And hath been heard. The traces of the past

Fade in man's heart, but ne'er doth heaven forget.

Pea. Had we but arms and leadei-s, we are men
Who might earn vengeance yet; but wantuig these.

What wouldst thou have us do ?

Pro. Be vigilant

;

And when the signal wakes the land, arise !

The peasant's arm is strong, and there shall be

A rich and noble harvest. Fare ye well.

[Exit Pkocida.

Ist Pea. This man should be a prophet : how
he seem'd

To read our hearts with his dark searching glance

And aspect of command ! and yet his garb

Is mean as ours.

2d Pea. Speak low ; I know him well.

At first his voice disturb'd me, like a dream

Of other days ; but I remember now
His form, seen oft when in my youth I served

Beneath the banners of our kings I 'Tis he

\Vlio hath been exUed and proscribed so long.

The Count di Procida.

Pea. And is this he 1

Then heaven protect him ! for around his steps

Will many snares be set.
,

1»( Pea. Ho comes not thus

But with some mighty purpose—doubt it not

;

Perchance to bring us freedom. He is one

Whose faith,throughmanya trial, hathbeen proved

True to our native princes. But away !

The noontide heat is past, and from the seas

Light gales are wandering through the vineyards

;

now
We may resume our toU. Exevmt Peasants.

Scene II.

—

The Terrace of a Castle.

Eeibeet, Vittoma.

Vit. Have I not told thee, that I bear a heart

Blighted and cold t—Th' affections of my youth

Lie slumbering in the grave ; their fount is closed,

And all the soft and playful tenderness

Which hath its home in woman's breast, ere yet

Deep wrongs have sear'd it—all is fled from mine.

Urge me no more.

Eri. lady ! doth the flower

That sleeps entomb'd through the long wintry

storms.

Unfold its beauty to the breath of spring.

And shall not woman's heart, from chill despair.

Wake at love's voice ?

Vit. Love !—make love's name thy spell.

And I am strong !—the very word calls up

From the dark past, thoughts, feelings, powers,

array'd

Inarmsagainstthee 1 Know'st thou n-hom I loved,

While my soul's dwelling-place was still on earth ?

One who was bom for empire, and endow'd

With such high gifts of princely majesty.

As bow'd all hearts before him I Was he not

Brave, royal, beautiful 1 And such he died

;

He died !—hast thou forgotten ?—And thou'rt here,

Thou meet'st my glance with eyes which coldly

look'd,

—Coldly !—nay, rather with triumphant gaze,

Upon his murder ! Desolate as I am,

Yet in the mien of thine affianced bride,

my lost Conradin ! there should be still

Somewhat of loftiness, which might o'crawe

The hearts of thine assassins.

Eri. Haughty dame !

If thy proud heart to tenderness be closed.

Know danger is around theo : thou hast foes

That seek thy ruin, and my power alone

Can shield thee from their arts.

Vit. Provenfal, tell

Thy tale of danger to some happy heart

Wliich hath its little world of loved ones round.

For whom to tremble ; and its tranquil joys
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That make earth Paradise. I stand alone ;

—They that are blest may fear,

Eri. Is there not one

Who ne'er commands in vain t Proud lady, bend

Thy spirit to thy fate ; for know that he.

Whose car of triumph in its earthquake path.

O'er the bow'd neck of prostrate Sicily,

Hath borne him to dominion ; he, my king,

Charles of Anjou, decrees thy hand the boon

My deeds have well deserved ; and who hath power

Against his mandates 1

Vit Viceroy, tell thy lord

That, e'en where chains lie heaviest on the land,

Souls may not all be fetter'd. Oft, ere now,

Conquerors have rock'd the earth, yet fail'dto tame

Unto their piuposes that restless fire

Inhabiting man's breast. A spark bursts forth,

And so they perish ! 'Tis the fate of those

Who sport with lightning—and it may be his.

Tell him I fear him not, and thus am free.

£ri. 'Tis well. Then nerve that lofty heart to

bear

The wrath which is not powerless. Yet again

Bethink thee, lady ! Love may change

—

hath

changed

To vigilant hatred oft, whose sleepless eye

Still finds what most it seeks for. Fare thee well.

—Look to it yet !—To-morrow I return.

[Exit Eeibert.

Vit. To-morrow !—Some ere now have slept

and dreamt

Ofmorrows which ne'er dawn'd—or ne'erforthem;

So sUently their deep and stUl repose

Hath melted into death ! Are there not balms

In nature's boundless realm, to pour out sleep

Like this on me ? Yet should my spirit stiU

Endure its earthly bonds, till it could bear

To his a glorious tale of his own isle, [work.

Free and avenged.

—

Thou shouldst be now at

In wrath, my native Etna ! who dost lift

Thy spiry pillar of dark smoke so high, [still,

Through the red heaven of sunset !—sleep'st thou

With all thy founts of fire, while spoilers tread

The glowing vales beneath 1

[Pbocida enters, disguised.

Ha ! who art thou,

Unbidden guest, that with so mute a step

Dost steal upon me %

Pro. One o'er whom hath pass'd

All that can change man's aspect ! Yet not long

Shalt thou find safety in forgetfulness.

I am he, to breathe whose name is perilous.

Unless thy wealth could bribe the winds to silence.

—Know'st thou this, lady ? [He shows a rim/.

Vit. Righteovis heaven ! the pledge

Amidst his people from the scaffold thrown

By him who perish'd, and whose kingly blood

E'en yet is unatoned. My heart beats high

—

-»—Oh, welcome, welcome ! thou art Procida,

Th' Avenger, the Deliverer !

Pro. Call me so,

"When my great task is done. Yet who can tell

If the return'd be welcome t Many a heart

Is changed since last we met.

Vit. Why dost thou gaze.

With such a BtUl and solemn earnestness,

Upon my alter'd mien f

Pro. That I may read

If to the %vidow'd love of Conradin,

Or the proud Eribert's tiimnphant bride,

I now intrust my fate.

Vit. Thou, Procida

!

That t!wu shoxildst wrong me thus !—prolong

thy gazo

Till it hath found an answer.

Pro. 'Tis enough.

I find it in thy cheek, whose rapid change

Is from death's hue to fever's ; in the wild

Unsettled brightness of thy proud dark eye.

And in thy wasted form. Ay, 'tis a deep

And solemn joy, thus in thy looks to trace.

Instead of youth's gay bloom, the characters

Of noble suffering : on thy brow the same

Commanding spirit holds its native state.

Which could not stoop to vUeness. Yet the voice

Of Fame hath told afai-, that thou shouldst wed

This tyrant Eriberc.

Vit. And told it not

A tale of insolent love repell'd with scorn

—

Of stem commands and fearful menaces

Met with indignant courage t Procida !

It was but now that haughtily I braved

His sovereign's mandate, which decrees my hand,

With its fair appanage of wide domains

And wealthy vassals, a most fitting boon.

To recompense his crimes.—I snuled—ay, smiled

—

In proud security ; for the high of heart

Have still a pathway to escape disgrace,

Though it be dark and lone.

Pro. Thou shalt not need

To tread its shadowy mazes. Trust my words

:

I tell thee that a spirit is abroad

Which will not slumber, till its path be traced

By deeds of fearful fame. Vittoria, live !

It is most meet that thou sJioiddst Uve, to see

The mighty expiation ; for thy heart

(Forgive me that I wrong'd its faith !) hath mu-sed

A high, m^estic grief, whose seal is set
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Deep on thy marble brow.

Vit. Then thou cati^t toll

By gazing on the withor'd rose, that there

Time, or the blight, hath work'd ! Ay, this is in

Thy vision's scope : but oh ! the things unseen,

Untold, undreamt of, which like shadows pass

Hourly o'er that mysterious world, a mind

To i-uin struck by grief ! Yet doth my soul.

Far midst its dai-kness, nurse one soaring hope.

Wherein is bright vitality. 'Tis to see

His blood avenged, and his fair heritage.

My beautiful native land, in glory risen.

Like a warrior from his slumbers !

Pro. Hcar'st thou not

With what a deep and ominous moan the voice

Of our great mountain swells 1 There will be soon

A fearful burst ! Vittoria ! brood no more

In silence o'er thy sorrows, but go forth

Amidst thy vassals, (yet be secret stUl,)

And let thy breath give nurture to the spark

Thou'lt find already kindled. I move on

In shadow, yet awakening in my path

That which shall startle nations. Fare thee well.

Vit. When shall we meet again 1—Are we not

those [not

Whom most he loved on earth, and think'st thou

That love e'en yet shall bring his spirit near,

While thus we hold communion ?

Pro. Yes, I feel

Its breathing influence whilst I look on thee,

Who wert its light in life. Yet wM we not

Make womanish tears our offering on his tomb

;

He shall have nobler tribute !—I must hence.

But thou shalt soon hear more. Await the time.

[ExemU separately.

Scene HI.—The Sea-shore.

Raimond di PROcnjA, Constance.

Con. There is a shadow far within your eye.

Which hath of late been deepening. You were

wont,

Upon the clearness of your open brow,

To wear a brighter spirit, shedding round

Joy like our southern sun. It is not well.

If some dark thought be gathering o'er your soul.

To hide it from affection. Why is this^

My Raimond, why is this ?

Eaim. Oh ! from the dreams

Of youth, sweet Constance, hath not manhood still

A wild and stormy wakening? They depart

—

Light after light, our glorious visions fade.

The vaguely beautiful ! till earth, unveil'd,

Lies pale aroimd ; and life's realities

Press on the soul, from its unfathom'd depth

Rousing the fiery feelings, and proud thoughts,

In all their fearful strength ! 'Tis ever thus,

And doubly so with mo ; for I awoke

With high aspirings, making it a curse

To breathe where noble minds are bow'd, aa here.

—To breathe !—It is not breath

!

Con. I know thy grief,

—And is 't not mine ]—for those devoted men
Doom'd with their Ufe to expiate some wild word,

Bom of the social hour. Oh ! I have knelt,

E'en at my brother's feet, with fruitless tears.

Imploring him to spare. His heart is shut

Against my voice ; yet will I not forsake

The cause of mercy.

Raim. Waste not thou thy prayers,

gentle love ! for them. There's little need

For pity, though the galUng chain be worn

By some few slaves the less. Let them depart

!

There is a world beyond the oppressor's reach.

And thither lies their way.

Con. Alas I I see

That some newwrong hath pierced you to the soul.

Raim. Pardon, beloved Constance, ifmy words,

FromfeeUngshourly stung, have caught, perchance,

A tone of bitterness. Oh ! when thine eyes.

With their sweet eloquent thoughtfulness, are fix'd

Thus tenderly on muie, I should forget

All else in their soft beams ; and yet I came

To tell thee

Con. What ) What wouldst thou say J Oh speak

!

Thou wouldst not leave me !

Raim. I have cast a cloud.

The shadow of dark thoughts and ruin'd fortunes,

O'er thy bright spirit. Haply, were I gone,

Thou wouldst resume thyself, and dwell once more

In the clear simny light of youth and joy,

E'en as before we met—before wq loved !

Con. This is but mockery. Well thou know'st

thy love

Hath given me nobler being ; made my heart

A home for all the deep sublimities

Of strong affection ; and I would not change

Th' exalted Hfe I draw from that pure source,

With all its checker'd hues of hope and fear.

E'en for the brightest calm. Thou most unkind

!

Have I deserved this ?

Raim. Oh ! thou hast deserved

A love less fatal to thy peace than mine.

Think not 'tis mockery ! But I cannot rest

To be the scom'd and trampled thing I am
In this degraded land. Its very skies.

That smile as if but festivals were held
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Beneath their cloudless azure, weigh me down
With a dull sense of bondage, and I pine

For freedom's charter'd air. I would go forth

To seek my noble father : he hath been

Too long a lonely exile, and his name
Seems fading in the dim obscurity

Which gathera roimd my fortunes.

Con. Must we part

!

And is it come to this] Oh I I have still

Deem'd it enough of joy with thee to share

E'en grief itself. And now ! But this is vain.

Alas ! too deep, too fond, is woman's love :

Too full of hope, she casts on troubled waves

The treasures of her soul

!

Raim. Oh, speak not thus !

Thy gentle and desponding tones fidl cold

Upon my inmost heart. I leave thee but

To be more worthy of a love like thine;

For I have dreamt of fame I A few short years.

And we may yet be blest.

Con. A few short years !

Less time may well suffice for death and fate

To work all change on earth; to break the ties

Which early love had form'd ; and to bow down
Th' elastic spirit, and to blight each flower

Strewn in life's crowded path ! But be it so !

Be it enough to know that happiness

Meets thee on other shores.

Raim. Where'er I roam,

Thou shalt be with my soul ! Thy soft low voice

Shall rise upon remembrance, like a strain

Of music heard in boyhood, bringing back

Life's morning freshness. Oh ! thatthere should be

Things which we love with such deep tenderness.

But, through that love, to learn how much of woe
Dwells in one hour like this ! Yet weep thou not

!

We shall meet soon ; and many days, dear love

!

Ere I depart.

Con. Then there's a respite stOl.

Days !—not a day but in its course may bring

Some strange vicissitude to turn aside

Th' impending blow we shrink from. Fare thee

well. {Reluming.)

—Oh, Raimond ! this is not our la»t farewell

!

Thou wouldst not so deceive me ?

Raim. Doubt me not.

Gentlest and best beloved ! we meet again.

[Exit Constance.

Raim. (after a pause.) When shall I breathe in

freedom, and give scope

To those untameable and burning thoughts.

And restless aspirations, which consume

My heart i' th' land of bondage 3 Oh ! with you,

Ye everlasting images of power

And of infinity I thou blue-rolling deep.

And you, ye stars ! whose beams are characters

Wherewith the oracles of fate are traced

—

With you my soul finds room, and casts aside

The weight that doth oppress her. But my
thoughts

Are wandering far ; there should be one to share

This awful and majestic solitude

Of sea and heaven mth me.

[Pbocida enters unobterved.

It is the hour

He named, and yet he comes not.

Pro. {coming forward.) He is here.

Raim. Now, thou mysterious stranger—thou,

whose glance

Doth fix itself on memory, and pursue

Thought like a spirit, haunting its lone hours

—

Reveal thyself; what art thou]

Pro. One whose Hfe

Hath been a troubled stream, and made its way

Through rocks and darkness, and a thousand

storms.

With still a mighty aim. But now the shades

Of eve are gathering round me, and I come

To this, my native land, that I may rest

Beneath its vines in peace.

Raim. Seek'st thou for peace ?

This is no land of peace : unless that deep

And voiceless terror, which doth freeze men's

thoughts

Back to their source, and mantle its pale mien

With a dull hollow semblance of repose.

May so be call'd.

Pro. There are such calms fuU oft

Preceding earthquakes. But I have not been

So vainly school'd by fortune, and inured

To shape my course on peril's dizzy brink,

That it should irk my spirit to put on

Such guise of hush'd submissiveness as best

May suit the troubled aspect of the times.

Raim. Why, then, thou 'rt welcome, stranger,

to the land

Where most disguise is needful. He were bold

Who now should wear his thoughts upon his brow

Beneath Sicilian skies. The brother's eye

Doth search distrustfully the brother's face

;

And friends, whose undivided lives have drawn

From the seime past their long remembrances.

Now meet in ten-or, or no more ; lest hearts

Full to o'erflowing, in their social hour, [winds

Should pour out some I'ash word, which roving

Might whisper to our conquerers. This it is.

To wear a foreign yoke.

Pro. It matters not
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To him who holds the mastery o'er his spirit.

And can suppress its workings, till endurance

Becomes as nature. We can tame ourselves

To all extremes, and there is that in life

To which we cling with most tenacious giusp.

Even when its lofty aims are all reduced

To the poor common privilege of breathing.

—Why dost thou turn away f

Raim. What wouldst thou with me ?

I deem'd thee, by th' ascendant soul which lived

And made its throne on thy commanding brow.

One of a sovereign nature, which would scorn

So to abase its high capacities

For aught on earth. But thou art like the rest.

What wouldst thou with me ?

Pro. I would counsel thee.

Thou must do that which men—ay, valiant men

—

Hourly submit to do ; in the proud court.

And in the stately camp, and at the board

Of midnight revellers, whose flush'd mirth is all

A strife, won hardly. Where is he whose heai-t

Lies bare, through all its foldings, to the gaze

Of mortal eye 1 H vengeance wait the foe.

Or fate th' oppressor, 'tis in depths conceal'd

Beneath a smiling surface.—Youth, I say.

Keep thy soul down ! Put on a mask !
—

'tis worn

Alike by power and weakness, and the smooth

And specious intercourse of life requires

Its aid in every scene.

Raim. Away, dissembler

!

Life hath its high and its ignoble tasks.

Fitted to every nature. Will the free

And royal eagle stoop to learn the arts

By which the serpent wins his speU-bound prey f

It is because I will not clothe myself

In a vile garb of coward semblances.

That now, e'en now, I struggle with my heart.

To bid what most I love a long farewell.

And seek my country on some distant shore,

Where such things are unknown

!

Pro. (exuliingly.) Why, this is joy

:

After a long conflict with the doubts and fears,

And the poor subtleties, of meaner minds.

To meet a spirit, whose bold elastic wing

Oppression hath not crush'd. High-heartedyouth,

Thy father, should his footsteps e'er again

Visit these shores

Raim. My father ! what of him i

Speak ! was he known to thee 1

Pro. In distant lands

With him I've travcreed many a wild, and look'd

On many a danger ; and the thought that thou

Wert smiling then in peace, a happy boy,

Oft through the storm hath cheer'd him.

Raim, Dost thou deem

That still he lives 1 Oh ! if it be in chains,

In woe, in poverty's obsciirest cell.

Say but he lives— and I will track his steps

E'en to earth's verge 1

Pro. It may be that he lives,

Though long his name hath ceased to be a word

Familiar in man's dwellings. But its sound

May yet be heard ! Raimond di Procida,

Rememberest thou thy father i

Raim. From my mind

His form hath faded long, for years have pass'd

Since he went forth to exile : but a vague.

Yet powerful image of deep majesty,

Still dimly gathering round each thought of him.

Doth claim instinctive reverence ; and my love

For his inspiring name hath long become

Part of my being.

Pro. Raimond ! doth no voice

Speak to thy soul, and tell thee whose the arms

That would enfold thee now ? My son ! my son !

Raim. Father ! Oh God !—my father ! Now
I know

Why my heart woke before thee !

Pro. Oh I this hour

Makes hope reaUty ; for thou art all

My dreams had pictured thee I

Raim. Yet why so long

E'en as a stranger hast thou cross'd my paths,

One nameless and unknown 1—and yet I felt

Each pulse witliin me thrilling to thy voice.

Pro. Because 1 would not link thy fate with

mine.

Till I could hail the dayspring of that hope

Wliich now is gathering round us. Listen, youth

!

Thou hast told me of a subdued and scom'd

And trampled land, whose very soul is bow'd

And fashion'd to her chains :—but / tell thee

Of a most generous and devoted land,

A land of kindling energies ; a land

Of glorious recollections !—proudly true

To the high memory of her ancient kings,

And rising, in majestic scorn, to oast

Her alien bondage off

!

Raim. And where is this ?

Pro. Here, in our isle, our own fair Sicily !

Her spirit is awake, and moving on.

In its deep silence mightier, to regain

Her place amongst the nations ; and the hour

Of that tremendous effort is at hand. [life

Raim. Canitbethusindeedl Thou pour'st new
Through all my burning veins ! I am as one

Awakening from a chill and deathlike sleep

To the full glorious day.
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Pro. Thou shalt hear more !

Thou shalt hear things which would—which will,

arouse

The proud free spirits of our ancestors

E'en from their marble rest. Yet mark me well

!

Be secret !—for along my destined path

I yet must darkly move. Now, follow me.

And join a band of men, in whose high hearts

There lies a nation's strength.

Raim. My noble father !

Thy words have given me all for which I pined

—

An aim, a hope, a purpose ! And the blood

Doth rush in warmer currents through my veins.

As a bright fountain from its icy bonds

By the quick sun-stroke freed.

Pro. Ay, this is well !

Such natures burst men'schains !—Nowfollowme.

[Exeunt.

ACT II.

Scene I.

—

Apartrnent in a Palace.

Eeibert, Constance.

Con. Will you not hear me ? Oh ! that they

who need

Hourly forgiveness—they who do but live

While mercy's voice, beyond th' eternal stars,

Wins the great Judge to listen, should be thus.

In their vain exercise of pageant power.

Hard and relentless ! Gentle brother ! yet

'Tis in your choice to imitate that heaven.

Whose noblest joy is pardon.

Eri. 'Tis too late.

You have a soft and moving voice, which pleads

With eloquent melody—but they must die.

Con. Wliat !—die !—for words ?—for breath

which leaves no trace

To sully the pure air wherewith it blends.

And is, being utter'd, gone 1 Why, 'twere enough

For such a venial fault to be deprived

One little day of man's free heritage, [deem

Heaven's warm and sunny light ! Oh ! if you

That evil harbours in their souls, at least

Delay the stroke, till guUt, made manifest.

Shall bid stem justice wake.

Eri. I am not one

Of those weak spirits that timorously keep watch

For fair occasions, thence to borrow hues

Of virtue for their deeds. My school hath been

Where power sits crovm'd and arm'd. And, mark

me, sister !

To a distrustful nature it might seem

Stitmge, that your lips thus earnestly should plead

For these Sicilian rebels. O'er my being

Suspicion holds no power. And yet, take note—

I have said, and they must die.

Con. Have you no fear 1

Eri. Of what ]—that heaven should iall 1

Con. No !—But that earth

Should arm in madness. Brother ! I have seen

Dark eyes bent on you, e'en midst festal throngs,

With such deep hatred settled in their glance.

My heart hath died within me.

Eri. Am I then

To pause, and doubt, and shrink, because a girl,

A dreaming girl, hath trembled at a look ?

Con. Oh ! looks are no illusions, when the soul.

Which may not speak in words, can find no way

But theirs to liberty ! Have not these men
Brave sons or noble brothers 1

Eri. Yes ! whose name

It rests with me to make a word of fear

—

A sound forbidden midst the haunts of men.

Con. But not forgotten ! Ah ! beware, beware

!

—Nay, look not sternly on me. There is one

Of that devoted band, who yet will need

Years to be ripe for death. He is a youth,

A very boy, on whose unshaded cheek

The spi-ing-time glow is lingering. 'Twas but now

His mother left me, with a timid hope

Just dawning in her breast : and I—I dared

To foster its faint spark. You smile !—Oh ! then

He will be saved !

Eri. Nay, I but smiled to think

What a fond fool is Hope ! She may be taught

To deem that the great sun will change his course

To work her pleasure, or the tomb give back

Its inmates to her arms. In sooth, 'tis strange !

Yet, with your pitying heart, you should not thus

Have mock'd the boy's sad mother : I have said

—

You should not thus have mock'd her !—Now,

farewell

!

[Exit Eeibert.

Con. brother ! hard of heart !—for deeds hke

these

There must be fearful chastening, if on high

Justice doth hold her state. And I mu.st tell

Yon desolate mother that her fair young son

Is thus to perish ! Haply the dread tale

May slay her too—for heaven is merciful.

—'TwHl be a bitter task

!

[Exit Constance.

Scene II.

—

A ruined Tower surrounded by viond».

Prooida, Vittoria.

Pro. Thy vassals are prepared, then ?
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V-it, Yes; they wait

Thy summons to their task.

Pro. Keep the flame bright,

Buthidden till thishour. Wouldstthou dare, lady,

To join our councils at the night's mid watch,

In the lone cavern by the rock-hewn cross 1

Vit. What should I shrink from 1

Pro. Oh I the forest-patha

Are dim and wild, e'en when the sunshine streams

Through their high arches ; but when powerful

night

Comes, with her cloudy phantoms, and her pale

Uncertain moonbeams, and the hollow sounds

Of her mysterious winds ; their aspect then

Is of another and more fearful world

—

A realm of indistinct and shadowy forms, [this—

•

Waking strange thoughts almost too much for

Our frail terrestrial nature.

Vit. Well I know [abodes

AU this, and more. Such scenes have been th'

AVhero through the silence of my soul have pass'd

Voices and visions from the sphere of those

That have to die no more ! Nay, doubt it not !

If such unearthly intercourse hath e'er

Been granted to oiu: nature, 'tis to hearts

Whose love is with the dead. They, they alone,

Uumadden'd could sustain the fearful joy

And glory of its trances ! At the hour

Which makes guilt tremulous, and peoples earth

And air with infinite viewless multitudes,

I will bo vnih thee, Procida.

Pro. Thy presence

Win kindle nobler thoughts, and, in the souls

Of suffering and indignant men, arouse

That which may strengthen our majestic cause

With yet a deeper power Know'st thou the spot?

Vit. FuU well. There is no scene so wild and

lone,

In these dim woods, but I have visited

Its tangled shades. .

Pro. At midnight, then, we meet.

[Exit Procida.

Vit. WTiy should I fear 1 Thou wUt bo with

me—thou,

Th' immortal dream and shadow of my soul,

Spirit of him I love ! that meet'st me still

In loneliness and sUence ; in the noon

Of the wild night, and in the forest depths.

Known but to me ; forwhom thou giv'st the winds

And sighing leaves a cadence of thy voice,

TUl my heart faints with that o'erthrilling joy

!

—Thou wilt bo with me there, and lend my lips

Words, fierywords, to flush dark cheekswithshame

That thou art unavenged ! [Exit VrrroRiA.

ScBNE III.

—

A Chapel, with a monument on which

is laid a sword.—Moonlight.

Pbooida, Raimond, Montalba.

Mon. And know you not my story 1

Pro. In the lands

Where I have been a wanderer, your deep wrongs

Were number'd vrith our countrj''8 ; but their tale

Came only in faint echoes to mine ear.

I would fain hear it now.

Mon. Hark ! while you spoke.

There was a voice-like muimur in the breeze,

Which even like death came o'er me. 'Twas a night

Like this, of clouds contending with the moon,

A night of sweeping winds, of rustling leaves.

And swift wild shadows floating o'er the earth.

Clothed with a phantom life, when, after years

Of battle and captivity, I spurr'd [dreams

My good steed homewards. Oh ! what lovely

Rose on my spirit ! There were tears and smiles.

But all of joy ! And there were bounding steps.

And clinging arms, whose passionate clasp of love

Doth twine so fondly round the warrior's neck

When his plumed helm is doff'd.—Hence, feeble

thoughts ! [mine

!

—I am sterner now, yet once such dreams were

Bairn. And were they realised ?

Mon. Youth ! ask mo not.

But listen ! I drew near my own fair home

—

There was no light along its walls, no sound

Of bugle pealing from the watch-tower's height

At my approach, although my trampling steed

Made the earth ring, yetthewide gateswere thrown

All open. Then my heart misgave me first.

And on the threshold of my silent ball

I paused a moment, and the wind swept by

With the same deep and dirge-like tone which

pierced

My soul e'en now ! I caU'd—my struggling voice

Gave utterance to my wife's, my children's names.

They answer'd not. I roused my failing strength.

And wildly rush'd within.—And they were there.

Raim. And was all well ]

Mon. Ay, well !—for death is well

:

And they were all at rest ! I see them yet.

Pale in their innocent beauty, which had fail'd

To stay the assassin's arm !

Raim. Oh, righteous Heaven

!

Who had done this?

Mon. Who !

Pro. Canst thou question, who J

Whom hath the earth to perpetrate such deeds,

In the cold-blooded revelry of crime.

But those whose yoke is on us

}
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Saim. Man of woe 1

What words hath pity for despair like thine t

Man. Pity !—fond youth !—My BOiil disdains

the grief

Which doth unbosom its deep secrecies

To ask a vain companionship of tears,

And so to be reUeved 1

Pro. For woes like these

There is no sympathy but vengeance.

Mon. None !

Therefore I brought you hither, that your hearts

Might catch the spirit of the scene ! Look round

!

We ai'e in th' ais-ful presence of the dead ;

Within yon tomb tltey sleep whose gentle blood

Weighs down the murderer's souL They sleep !

—

but I

Am wakeful o'er their dust ! I laid my sword.

Without its sheath, on their sepulchral stone,

As on an altar ; and the eternal stars.

And heaven, and night, bore witness to my vow,

No more to wield it save in one great cause—
The vengeance of the grave ! And now the hour

Of that atonement comes !

[ZTe takes the atcordfrom the tomb.

Raim. My spirit burns !

And my full heart almost to bursting swells.

—Oh, for the day of battle !

Pro. Eaimond, they

Whose soulsare dark with guiltless blood must die,

—But not va battle.

Raim. How, my father ?

Pro. No !

Look on that sepulchre, and it will teach

Another lesson. But the appointed hour
Advances. Thou wilt join our chosen band,

Noble Montalba "i

Mon. Leave me for a time.

That I may calm my soul by intercourse

With the still dead, before I mix with men
And with their passions. I have nursed for years,

In silence and in sohtude, the flame

Which doth consume me ; and it is not used

Thus to be look'd or breathed on. Procida !

I would be tranquil—or appear so—ere

I join your brave confederates. Through my heart

There struck a pang—but it will soon have pass'd.

Pro. Remember !—in the cavern by the cross.

Now follow me, my son.

[Exeunt Prooida and Raimond.

Mon. {after a pavM, leaning on the tomb.) [life

Said he, " My son ? " Now, why should this man's

Go down in hope, thus resting on a sou.

And I be desolate ] How strange a sound
Was that—

"

my son I" I had a boy, who might

Have worn as free a soul upon his brow [Am
As doth this youth. Why should the thought of

Thus haimt me ? Wlien I tread the peopled ways

Of life again, I shall be pass'd each hour

By fathers with their children, and I must

Learn calmly to look on. Methinks 'twere now

A gloomy consolation to behold

All men bereft as I am ! But away, [hearts,

Vain thoughts !—One task is left for blighted

And it shall be fulfiU'd. Exit Montalba.

Scene IV.

—

Entrance of a Cave, surrownded by

rocks and forests. A rude Cross seen among

the rocks.

Pbooida, Raimond.

Pro. And is it thus, beneath the solemn skies

Of midnight, and in solitary caves.

Where the wild forest creatures make their lair

—

Is't thus the chiefs of Sicily must hold

The councils of their country ]

Raim. Why, such scenes

In their primeval majesty, beheld

Thus by faint starlight and the partial glare

Of the red-streaming lava, wUl inspire

Far deeper thoughts than pUlar'd halls, wherein

Statesmen hold weary vigils. Are we not

O'ershadow'd by that Etna, which of old

With its dread prophecies hath struck dismay

Through tyrants' hearts, and bade them seek a

home [now.

In other climes ? Hark ! from its depths, e'en

What hollow moans are sent !

Enter Montalba, Goido, and other Sidlians.

Pro. Welcome, my brave associates I We can

share [haunt

The wolf's wild freedom here ! Th' oppressor's

Is not midst rocks and caves. Are we all met ?

Sicilians. AD, all !

Pro. The torchlight, sway'dby every gust.

But dimly shows your features.—Where is he

Who from his battles had retum'd to brAtlie

Once more without a corslet, and to meet

The voices and the footsteps and the smiles

Blent with his dreams of home 1 Of that dark tale

The rest is known to vengeance ! Art thou here.

With thy deep wrongs and resolute despair,

Childless Montalba 1

Mon. (advancing.) He is at thy side.

Call on that desolate father in the hour

When his revenge is nigh.

Pro. Thou, too, come forth.

From thine own haUs an exile ! Dost thou make
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The mountain-fastnesses thy dwelling still.

While hostile banners o'er thy rampart walls

Wave their proud blazonry 1

Ist Sicilian. Even so. I stood

Last night before my own ancesti-al towers

An unknown outcast, while the tempest beat

On my bare head. What reck'd it 1 There wasjoy

Within, and revelry ; the festive lamps

Were streaming from each tun'ot, and gay songs

r th' stranger's tongue, made mirth. They little

deem"d

Who heard their melodies ! Buttherearethoughts

Best nurtured in the wild ; there are dread vows

Known to the mountain echoes. Procida !

Call on the outcast, when revenge is nigh.

Pro. I knew a young Sicihan—one whose heart

Should be all fire. On tliat most guilty day

Wlien, with our martyr'd Conradin, the flower

Of the land's knighthood perish'd ; he of whom
I speak, a weeping boy, whose innocent tears

Melted a thousand hearts that dared not aid.

Stood by the scaffold with extended arms.

Calling upon his father, whose last look

Tum'd full on him its parting agony.

The father's blood gush'd o'er him ! and the boy

Then dried his tears, and with a kindling eye.

And a proud flush on his young cheek, look'd up

To the bright heaven.—Doth he remember still

That bitter hour 1

2d Sicilian. He bears a sheathless sword !

—Call on the orphan when revenge is nigh, [men

Pro. Our band shows gallantly—but there are

Who should be with us now, had they not dared

In some wUd moment of festivity

To give their full hearts way, and breathe a wish

For freedom !—and some traitor—it might be

A breeze perchance—bore the forbidden sound

To Eribert : so they must die—miless

Fate (who at times is wayward) should select

Some other victim first I But have they not

Brothers or sons among us i

Gui. Look on me !

I have a brother—a young high-soul'd boy.

And beautiful as a sculptor's dream, with brow

That wears amidst its dark rich curls, the stamp

Of inborn nobleness. In truth, he is

A glorious creature ! But his doom is seal'd

With theirs of whom ye spoke; and I have knelt

—

Ay, scorn mo not ! 'twas for his life—I knelt

E'en at the viceroy's feet, and he put on

That heartless laugh of cold malignity

We know so well, and spum'd me. But the stain

Of shame like this takes blood to wa.sh it off,

And thus it shall be cancell'd I Call on me,

When the stem moment of revenge is nigh.

Pro. I call upon thee now I The land's high soul

Is roused, and moving onward, like a breeze

Or a swift sunbeam, kindling nature's hues

To deeper life before it. In his chains.

The peasant dreams of freedom !—^Ay, 'tis thus

Oppression fans th' imperishable flame

With most unconscious hands. Ko praise be hers

For what she blindly works ! When slaveiys cup

O'erflows its bounds, the creeping poison, meant

To dull our senses, through each burning vein

Pours fever, lending a delirious strength

To burst man's fetters. And they shall be burst

!

I have hoped, when hope seem'd frenzy ; but a

power

Abides in human will, when bent with strong

Unswerving energy on one great aim.

To make and rule its fortunes ! I have been

A wanderer in the fulness of my yeai-s,

A restless pilgrim of the earth and seas.

Gathering the generous thouglits of other lands,

To aid our holy cause. And aid is near

:

But we must give the signal. Now, before

The majesty of yon pure heaven, whose eye

Is on o\U' hearts—whose righteous arm befriends

The arm that strikes for freedom—speak ! decree

The fate of our oppressors.

Mvn. Let them fall

When dreaming least of peril !—when the heart.

Basking in simny pleasure, doth forget [sword

That hate may smile, but sleeps not. Hide the

With a thick veil of myrtle ; and in halls

Of banqueting, where the full wine-cup shines

Red in the festal torcldight, meet we there.

And bid them welcome to the feast of death.

Pro. Thyvoice is low and broken,and thy words

Scarce meet our ears.

Mon. Why, then, I must repeat

Their import. Let th' avenging sword burst forth

In some free festal hour—and woe to him

Who first shall spare !

Jtaim. Must innocence and guilt

Perish alike ?

Mon. Who talks of innocence t

When hath their hand been stay'd for innocence 1

Let them all perish !—Heaven will choose its own.

Why should tlieir children hve] The earthquake

whelms

Its undistinguish'd thousands, making graves

Of peopled cities in its path—and this

Is heaven's dread justice—ay, and it is well

!

Why then should we be tender, when the skies

Deal thus with man ? Wliat if the infant bleed ]

Is there not power to hush the mother's pangs 1
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What if tho youthful hrido perchance should fall

In her triumphant beauty? Shoidd we pause ]

As if death were not mercy to the pangs

Which make our hves the records of our woes ?

Let them all perish ! And if one be found

Amidst our band to stay th' avenging steel

For pity, or remorse, or boyish love,

Then be his doom as theirs ! [A pause.

Why gaze ye thus ?

Brethren, what means your silence !

Sicilians. Be it so !

If one among us stay th' avenging steel

For love or pity, be his doom as theirs !

Pledge we our faith to this ! [to this !

liaim. {rushing forwardindignantly.) Our faith

No ! I but dreamt I heard it ! Can it be ?

My countrymen, my father !—is it thus

That freedom should be won ? Awake !—awake

To loftier thoughts ! Lift up exultingly,

On the crown'd heights and to the sweeping winds,

Your glorious banner ! Let your trumpet's blast

Make the tombs thrill with echoes ! Call aloud,

Proclaim from all your hills, the land shall bear

The stranger's yoke no longer ! What is he

Who carries on his practised hp a smile,

Beneath his vest a dagger, which but waits

Till the heart bounds with joy, to still its beatings?

That which our nature's instinct doth recoil from.

And our blood curdle at—ay, yours and mine

—

A murderer ! Heard ye ? Shall that name with

ours

Go down to after days? friends ! a cause

Like that for -which we rise, hath made bright

names

Of th' elder time as rallying-words to men

—

Sounds fuU of might and immortality !

And shall not ours be such ?

Mon. Fond dreamer, peace !

Fame ! What is fame ? Will our unconscious dust

Start into thrilling rapture from the grave

!

At the vain breath of praise ? I tell thee, youth

Our souls are parch'd with agonising thirst.

Which must be quench'd, though death were in

the draught

:

We must have vengeance, for our foes have left

No other joy unbUghted.

Pro. my son !

The time is past for such high dreams -as thine.

Thouknow'st notwhomwe dealwith : knightly faith

And chivalrous honour are but things whereon

They cast disdainful pity. We must meet

Falsehood with wiles, and insult with revenge.

And, for our names—whate'er the deeds by which

We burst our bondage—is it not enough

That in the chronicle of days to come.

We, through a bright " For Ever," shall be call'd

The men who saved their country ?

Saim. Many a land

Hath bow'd beneath the yoke, and then arisen

As a strong lion rending silken bonds.

And on the open field, before high heaven.

Won such majestic vengeance as hath made

Its name a power on earth. Ay, nations own
It is enough of glory to be call'd

The children of the mighty, who redeem'd

Their native soil—^but not by means like these.

Mon. I have no children. Of Montalba's blood

Not one red drop doth circle through the veins

Of aught that breathes ? Why, what have / to do

With far futurity ? My spirit lives

But in the past. Away ! when thou dost stand

On this fair earth as doth a blasted tree

Which the warm sun revives not, then return,

Strong in thy desolation : but tiU then.

Thou art not for our purpose ; we have need

Of more unshrinking hearts.

Eaim. Montalba ! know
I shrink from crime alone. Oh ! if my voice

Might yet have power among you, I would say.

Associates, leaders, he avenged ! but yet

As knights, as warriors !

Mon. Peace ! have we not borne

Th' indeUble taint of contumely and chains ?

We are not knights and warriors. Our bright

crests

Have been defiled and trampled to the earth.

Boy ! we are slaves—and our revenge shall be

Deep as a slave's disgrace.

Bairn. Why, then, farewell

:

I leave you to yoiu' counsels. He that stiU

Woidd hold his lofty nature imdebased.

And his name pure, were but a loiterer here.

Pro. And is it thus indeed ?—dost thou forsake

Our cause, my son I

liaim. father ! what proud hopes

This hour hath blighted ! Yet, whate'er betide.

It is a noble privilege to look up

Fearless in heaven's bright face—and this is mine.

And shall be stUl. [Exit Raimond.

Pro. He's gone I Why, let it be !

I trust our Sicily hath many a son

Valiant as mine. Associates ! 'tis decreed

Our foes shall perish. We have but to name

The hour, the scene, the signal.

Mon. It should be

In the full city, when some festival

Hath gather'd throngs, and lull'd infatuate hearts

To brief security. Hai-k ! is there not
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A sound of hurrying footsteps on the breeze 1

Wo ai'o betray'd.—Who art thou 1

ViTTOBiA enters.

Pro. One alone

Should be thus daring. Lady, lift the veil

That shades thy noble brow.

[She raises her veil—the Sicilians draw hack

with respect.

Sicilians. Th' afSanced bride

Of our lost king !

Pro. And more, Montalba; know
Within this form there dwells a soul as high

As warriors in their battles e'er have proved,

Or patriots on the scaffold.

Vit. Valiant men !

I come to ask your aid. You see me, one

Whose widow'd youth hath all been consecrate

To a proud sorrow, and whose life is held

In token and memorial of the dead.

Say, is it meet that lingering thus on earth.

But to behold one great atonement made,

And keep one name from fading in men's hearts,

A tyrant's will should force me to profane

Heaven's altar with unhallow'd vows—and live

Stung by the keen unutterable scorn

Of my own bosom, live—another's bride f [lady !

Sicilians. Never! oh, never ! Fear not, noble

Worthy of Conradin

!

Vit. Yet hear me still

—

His bride, that Eribert's, who notes our tears

With his insulting eye of cold derision, [works,

And, could he pierce the depths where feeling

Would number e'en our agonies as crimes.

—Say, is this meet 1

Oui. We deem'd these nuptials, lady.

Thy witling choice ; but 'tis a joy to find

Thou'rt noble stUl. Fear not ; by all our wrongs,

This shall not be.

Pro. Vittoria, thou art come

To ask our aid—but we have need of thine.

Know, the completion of our high designs

Requires—a festival ; and it must be

Thy bridal

!

Vit. Procida !

Pro. Nay, start not thus.

'Tis no hard task to bind your raven hair

With festal garlands, and to bid the song

Rise, and the wine-cup mantle. No—nor yet

To meet your suitor at the glittering shrine.

Where death, not love, awaits him I

Vit. Can my soul

Dissemble thus?

Pro. We have no other means

Of winning our great birthright back from those

Who have usurp'd it, than so lulling them

Into vain confidence, that they may deem

All wrongs forgot ; and this may be best done

By what I ask of thee.

Mon. Then we will mix

With the flush'd revellers, making their gay feast

The harvest of the grave.

Vit. A bridal day !

—Must it be so 1 Then, chiefs of Sicily,

I bid you to my nuptials ! but be there [alone

With your bright swords unsheathed, for thus

Mt/ guests should be adom'd.

Pro. And let thy banquet

Be soon announced ; for there are noble men
Sentenced to die, for whom we fain would pur-

chase

Reprieve with other blood.

Vit. Bo it then the day

Preceding that appointed for their doom, [boasts

Gui. My brother ! thou shalt live ! Oppression

No gift of prophecy !—It but remains

To name our signal, chiefs !

Mon. The Vesper-bell

!

Pro. Even so—the Vesper-beH, whose deep-

toned peal

Is heard o'er land and wave. Part of our band,

^Vea^ing the guise of antic revelry.

Shall enter, as in some fantastic pageant.

The halls of Eribert ; and at the hour

Devoted to the sword's tremendous task,

I follow with the rest. The Vesper-beU !

That sound shall wake th' avenger ; for 'tis come,

The time when power is in a voice, a breath,

To burst the spell which bound us. But the night

Is waning, with her stars, which one by one

Warn us to part. Friends to your homes !—yom'

homes ?

That name is yet to win. Away ! prepare

For our next meeting in Palermo's walls.

The Vesper-bell ! Remember !

Sicilians. Fear us not.

The Vesper-bell

!

\JExewni omnei.

ACT ra.

Scene I.

—

Apartment in a Palace.

Ekibert, VnrowA.

Vit. Speak not of love—it is a word with deep

Strange magic in its melancholy sound.

To summon up the dead ; and they should rest.

At such an hour, forgotten. There are things
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We must throw from us, when the heart would

gather

Strength to fulfil its settled purposes

;

Therefore, no more of love ! But if to robe

This form in bridal ornaments—to smile

(I can smile yet) at thy gay feast, and stand

At th' altar by thy side ;—if this be deem'd

Enough, it shall be done.

Eri. My fortune's star [love.

Doth rule th' ascendant still ! (Apart.)—If not of

Then pardon, lady, that I speak oijoy,

And with exulting heart

Vit. There is no joy !

—Who shall look through the fer futurity.

And, as the shadowy visions of events

Develop on his gaze, midst their dim throng,

Dare, with oracular mien, to point, and say,

" This will bring happiness V Who shall do this?

Who, thou and I, and all ! There's One, who sits

In His own bright tranquillity enthroned.

High o'er all storms, and looking far beyond

Their thickest clouds ! but we, from whoso dull

eyes

A grain of dust hides the great sun—e'en we

Usmp his attributes, and talk, as seers.

Of future joy and grief

!

Eri. Thy words are strange.

Yet will I hope that peace at length shall settle

Upon thy troubled heart, and add soft grace

To thy majestic beauty. Fair Vittoria !

Oh ! if my cares

Vit. I know a day shall come

Of peace to all. Ev'n from my darken'd spirit

Soon shall each restless wish be exorcised.

Which haunts it now, and I shall then lie down
Serenely to repose. Of this no more.

I have a boon to ask.

Eri. Command my power.

And deem it thus most honour'd.

Vit. Have I then

Soar'd such an eagle pitch, as to command
The mighty Eribert ?—And yet 'tis meet

;

For I bethink me now, I should have worn

A crown upon this forehead. Generous lord !

Since thus you give me freedom, know, there is

An hour I have loved from childhood, and a sound

Whose tones, o'er earth and ocean sweetly bearing

A sense of deep repose, have lull'd me oft

To peace—which is forgetfulness ; I mean

The Vesper-bell. I pray you let it be

The summons to «ur bridal. Hear you not ?

To om' fair bridal

!

Eri. Lady, lot your will

Appoint each circumstance. I am too bleas'd.

Proving my homage thus.

Vit. Why, then, 'tis mine

To rule the glorious fortunes of the day,

And I may be content. Yet much remains

For thought to brood on, and I would be left

Alone with my resolves. Kind Eribert i

(Whom I command so absolutely,) now
Part we a few brief hours ; and doubt not, when
I'm at thy side once more, but I shall stand

There—to the last

!

Eri. Your smiles are troubled, lady

—

May they ere long be brighter ! Time will seem

Slow till the Vesper-bell.

Vit. 'Tis lovers' phrase

To say—Time lags ; and therefore meet for you

;

But with an equal pace the hours move on.

Whether they bear, on their swift silent wing.

Pleasure or—fate.

Eri. Be not so full of thought

On such a day. Behold, the skies themselves

Look on my joy with a triumphant smile

Unshadow'd by a cloud.

Vit. 'Tis very meet

That heaven (which loves the just) should wear

a smile

In honour of his fortunes. Now, my lord.

Forgive me if I say farewell until

Th' appointed hour.

En. Lady, a brief farewell

[Exevmt separately.

SoBNB II.

—

The Seorshore.

Procida, Raimond.

Pro. And dost thou still refuse to share the

glory

Of this, our daring enterprise 1

Raini. father !

I, too, have dreamt of glory, and the word

Hath to my soul been as a trumpet's voice.

Making my nature sleepless. But the deeds

Whereby 'twas won—the high exploits, whose tale

Bids the heart bum, were of another cast

Than such as thou requirest.

Pro. Every deed

Hath sanctity, if bearing for its aim

The freedom of our country ; and the sword

Alike is honour'd in the patriot's hand, feave

Searching, midst wan'ior hosts, the heart which

Oppression birth, or flashing through the gloom

Of the still chamber, o'er its troubled couch,

At dead of night.

Raim. [turning away) There is no path but one

For noble natures.



THE VESPERS OF PALERMO. 167

Pro. Wouldst thou ask the man
Who to the earth hath dash'd a nation's chains,

Rent as with heaven'sown lightning, by what nieana

The glorious end was won '\ Go, swell th' acclaim

!

Bid the deUvcrer, hail ! and if his path,

To that most bright and sovereign destiny.

Hath led o'er ti-ampled thousands, bo it caU'd

A stem necessity, but not a crime

!

Raim. Father ! mysoul yet kindlesatthethought

Of nobler lessons, in my boyhood leam'd,

Ev'n from thy voice. The high remembrances

Of other days are stirring in the heai-t [men

Where thon didst plant them ; and they speak of

Wlio needed no vain sophistry to gild [mine

!

Acts that would bear heaven's light—and such be

father ! is it yet too late to draw

The praise and blessing of all valiant hearts

On our most righteous cause 1

Pro. What wouldst thou do?

Bairn. I would go forth, and rouse th' indignant

land

To generous combat. Why should freedom strike

Mantled with darkness? Isthere notmorestrength

Ev'n in the waving of her single arm

Than hosts can wield against her ? / would rouse

That spirit whoso fire doth press resistless on

To its proud sphere—the stormy field of fight

!

Pro. Ay ! and give time and warning to the foe

To gather all his might ! It is too late.

There is a work to be this eve begun

When rings the Vesper-bell ; and, long before

To-morrow's sun hathreach'd i'th' noonday heaven

His throne of burning glory, every sound

Of the Provencal tongue within our walls.

As by one thunderstroke—(you are pale,myson)

—

Shall be for ever silenced I

Raim. What ! such sounds

As falter on the lip of infancy.

In its imperfect utterance ? or are breathed

By the fond mother as she luUs her babe ?

Or in sweet hymns, upon the twilight air

Pour'd by the timid maid 1 Must all alike

Be still'd in death? and wouldst thou tell my heart

There is no crime in this ?

Pro. Since thou dost feel

Such horror of our piupose, in thy power

Are means that might avert it.

Raim. Speak ! oh speak !

Pro. How would those rescued thousands bless

thy name

Shouldst thou betray us !

Raim. Father ! I can bear

—

Ay, proudly woo—the keenest questioning

Of thy soul-gifted eye, which almost seems

To claun a part of heaven's dread royalty,

—The power that searches thought.

Pro. (after a pause.) Thou hast a brow

Clear as the day—and yet I doubt thee, Raimond

!

Whether it be that I have leam'd distrust

From a long look through man's deep-folded heart;

Whether my paths have been so seldom cross'd

By honour and fair mercy, that they seem

But beautiful deceptions, meeting thus

My unacciistom'd gaze : howe'er it be

—

I doubt thee ! See thou waver not^take heed.

Time lifts the veil from all things ! [Exit Procida.

Raim. And 'tis thus

Youth fades from off our spirit ; and the robes

Of beauty and of majesty, wherewith

We clothed our idols, drop ! Oh, bitter day !

When, at the crushing of our glorious world,

We start, and find men thus ! Yet be it so !

Is not my soul stUl powerful in itself

To realise its di'eams ? Ay, shrinking not

From the pure eye of heaven, my brow may well

Undaunted meet my father's. But, away ! [yet

Thou shalt be saved, sweet Constance !—Love is

Mightier than vengeance. \Exit Raimoko.

ScENB III.

—

Gardens of a Palace.

Constance alone.

Con. There was a time when my thoughts

wander'd not

Beyond these fairy scenes !—when but to catch

The languid fragrance of the southern breeze

From the rich flowering citrons, or to rest.

Dreaming of some wild legend, in the shade

Of the dai'k laurel foliage, was enough

Of happiness. How have these calm deUghts

Fled from before one passion, as the dews,

The delicate gems of morning, are exhaled

By the great sim ! [Raimond enters.

Raimond ! oh ! now thou'rt come

—

I read it in thy look—to say farewell

For the last time—the last !

Raim. No, best beloved

!

I come to tell thee there is now no power

To part us but in death.

Con. I have dreamt of joy.

But never aught like this. Speak yet again !

Say we shall part no more !

Raim. No more—if love

Can strive with daiker spirits ; and he is strong

In his immortal nature ! All is changed

Since last we met. My father—keep the tale

Secret from all, and most of all, my Constance,
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From Eribert^my father is retum'd :

I leave thee not.

Con. Thy father ! blessM sound !

Good angela be his guard ! Oh ! if he knew

How my soul cUngs to thine, he could not hate

Even a Provencal maid ! Thy father !—now
Thy soul will be at peace, and I shall see

The sunny happiness of earlier days

Look from thy brow once more ! But how is this \

Thine eye reflects not the glad soul of mine

;

And in thy look is that which ill befits

A tale of joy.

Raim. A dream is on my souL [ing

I see a slumberer, crown'd with flowers, and smil-

As in dehghted visions, on the brink

Of a dread chasm ; and this strange fantasy

Hath cast so deep a shadow o'er my thoughts,

I cannot but be sad.

Con. Why, let me sing

One of the sweet wild strains you love so well,

And this will banish it.

Raim. It may not be.

gentle Constance ! go not forth to-day

:

Such dreams are ominous.

Con. Have you then forgot

My brother's nuptial feast ? I must be one

Of the gay train attending to the shrine

His stately bride. In sooth, my step of joy [love?

Will print earth lightly now. What fear'st thou.

Look all aroimd ! the blue transparent skies,

And sunbeams pouring a more buoyant life

Through each glad thrilling vein, willbrightly chase

All thought of evil. Why, the very air [realms

Breathes of delight ! Througli all its glowing

Doth music blend with fragrance ; and e'en here

The city's voice of jubilee is heard.

Till each light leaf seems trembling unto sounds

Of human joy !

Raim. There He far deeper things

—

Things that may darken thought for life, beneath

That city's festive semblance. I have pass'd

Through the glad multitudes, and I have mark'd

A stem intelligence in meeting eyes.

Which deem'd their flash unnoticed, and a qvdck,

Suspicious vigilance, too intent to 'clothe

Its mien with carelessness ; and now and then,

A hurrying start, a whisper, or a hand

Pointing by stealth to some one, singled out

Amidst the reckless throng. O'er all is spread

A nianthng flush of revelry, which may hide

Much from unpractised eyes ; but Ughter signs

Have been prophetic oft.

Can. I tremble !—Raimond !

What may these things portend ?

Raim. It was a day

Of festival like this ; the city sent

Up through her sunny firmament a voice

Joyous as now ; when, scarcely heralded

Byone deep moan, forth from his cavernous depths

The earthquake burst ; and the wide splendid scene

Became one chaos of all fearful things,

Till the brain whirl'd, partaking the sick motion

Of rocking palaces.

Con. And then didst thou.

My noble Raimond ! through the dreadfiil paths

Laid open by destruction, past the chasms, [given

Whose fathomless clefts, a moment's work, had

One burial unto thousands, rush to save

Thy trembling Constance ! she who lives to bless

Thy generous love, that still the breath of heaven

Wafts gladness to her soul

!

Raim. Heaven !—heaven is just

!

And being so, must guard thee, sweet one ! still.

Trust none beside. Oh ! the omnipotent skies

Make their wrath manifest, but insidious man

Doth compa.ss those he hates with secret snares,

Wherein lies fate. Know, danger walks abroad,

Mask'd as a reveller. Constance ! oh, by all

Our tried affection, all the vows which bind

Our hearts together, meet mo in these bowers.

Here, I adjure thee, meet me, when the bell

Doth sound for vesper prayer !

Con. And know'st thou not

'Twill be the bridal hour 1

Raim. It will not, love !

That hour will bring no bridal ! Naught of this

To human ear ; but speed thou hither—fly.

When eveningbrings that signal. Dost thou heed?

This is no meeting by a lover sought

To breathe fond tales, and make the twilight groves

And stars attest his vows ; deem thou not so,

Therefore denying it ! I tell thee, Constance !

If thou wouldst save me from such fierce despair

As falls on man, beholding all he loves

Perish before him, while his strength can but

Strive with his agony—thou'lt meet me then.

Look on me, love !—I am not oft so moved

—

Thou'lt meet me ?

Con. Oh ! what mean thy words ? If then

My steps are free,—I will. Be thou but calm.

Raim. Be calm !—there isacoldand sullen calm,

And, were my wild fears made reahties.

It might be mine; but, in this dread suspense

—

This conflict of all terrible fantasies.

There is no calm. Yet fear thou not, dear love !

I will watch o'er thee still. And now, farewell

UntU that hour

!

Con. My Raimond, fare thco well. [Exewii.
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Scene IV.

—

Boom in the Citadel of Palermo,

Albekh, Db Couci.

De Cou. Saidst thou this night 1

Alb. This very night—and lo !

E'en now the sun declines.

De Cou. What ! are they arm'd 1

Alb. All arm'd, and strong in vengeance and

dei5pair.

DeCou. Doubtful and strange the tale ! Why
was not this reveal'd before 1

Alb. Mistrust me not, my lord !

That stem and jealous Prooida hath kept

O'er all my steps (as though he did suspect

The purposes, which oft his eye hath sought

To read in mine) a watch so vigilant

I knew not how to warn thee, though for this

Alone I mingled with his bands—to learn

Their projects and their strength. Thou know'st

my faith

To Anjou's house full welL

De Cou. How may we now
Avert the gathering storm 1 The viceroy holds

His bridal feast, and all is revelry.

'Twas a true-boding heaviness of heart

Which kept me from these nuptials.

Alb. Thou thyself

May'st yet escape, and haply of thy bands

Rescue a part, ere long to wreak full vengeance

Upon these rebels. 'Tis too late to dream

Of saving Eribert. E'en shouldst thou rush

Before him with the tidings, in his pride

And confidence of soul, ho would but laugh

Thy tale to scorn.

De Cou. He must not die unwam'd.

Though it be all in vain. But thou, Alberti,

Rejoin thy comrades, lest thine absence wake

Suspicion in their hearts. Thou hast done well.

And shalt not pass unguerdon'd, should I live

Through the deep horrors of th' approaching

night.

Alb. Noble De Couci, trust me still. Anjou

Commands no heart more faithful than Alberti's.

[Exit Alberti.

De Cou. The grovelling slave !—And yet he

spoke too true !

For Eribert, in blind elated joy.

Will scorn the warning voice. The day wanes

fast,

And through the city, recklessly dispersed,

Unarm'd and unprepared, my soldiers revel.

E'en on the brink of fate. I must away.

[Exit De Codci.

Scene V.

—

A Ba/nquetinr/ Ilall.—Provencal Nobles

assembled.

1st Noble. Joy bo to this fair meeting ! Who
- hath seen

The viceroy's bride t

2d Noble. I saw her as she pass'd

The gazing throngs assembled in the city.

'Tis said she hath not left for years, till now,

Her castle's wood-girt solitude. 'Twill gall

These proud Sicilians that her wide domains

Should be the conqueror's guerdon.

3d Noble. 'Twas their boast

With what fond faith she worshipp'd still the name

Of the boy Conradin. How will the slaves

Brook this new triumph of their lords ?

2d Noble. In sooth.

It stings them to the quick. In the full streets

They mis with our Provenjals, and assume

A guise of mirth, but it sits hardly on them.

'Twere worth a thousand festivals to see

With what a bitter and unnatural effort

They strive to smile !

1st Noble. Is this Vittoria fair?

2d Noble. Of a most noble mien ; but yet her

beauty

Is wUd and awful, and her large dark eye.

In its unsettled glances, hath strange power.

From which thou'lt shrink as I did.

1st Noble. Hush ! they come.

Enter Eeibert, Vittoria, Constance, and others.

EH. Welcome, my noble friends !—there must

not lower

One clouded brow to-day in Sicily !

—Behold my bride 1

Nobles. Receive our homage, lady !

Vit. I bid all welcome. May the feast we offer

Prove worthy of such guests !

En. Look on her, friends

!

And say if that majestic brow is not

Meet for a diadem ?

Vit. 'Tis well, my lord !

\Vhen memory's pictures fade
—

'tis kindly done

To brighten their dimm'd hues !

1st Noble (apart.) Mark'd you her glance !

2d Noble (apart.) What eloquent scornwasthere?

Yet he, th' elate

Of heart, perceives it not.

Ei-i. Now to the feast !

Constance, you look not joyous. I have said

That all should smile to-day.

Con. Forgive me, brother;



170 THE VESPERS OF PALERMO.

The heart is wayward, and its garb of pomp
At times oppresses it.

Eri. Why, how is this ?

Con. Voices of woe, and prayers of agony.

Unto my soul have risen, and left sad sounds

There echoing still. Yet would I fain be gay.

Since 'tis your wish. In truth, I should have been

A village maid.

Eri. But being as you are,

Not thus ignobly free, command your looks

(They may be taught obedience) to reflect

The aspect of the time.

Vit. And know, fair maid !

That, if in this unskill'd, you stand alone

Amidst our court of pleasure.

EH. To the feast

!

Now let the red wine foam !—There shouldbe mirth

When conquerors revel ! Lords of this fair isle !

Your good swords' heritage, crown each bowl, and

pledge

The present and the future ! for they both

Look brightly on us. Dost thou smUe, my bride!

Vit. Yes, Eribert !—thy prophecies of joy

Have taught e'en me to smile.

Eri. 'Tis well. To-day

I have won a fair and almost royal bride

;

To-morrow let the bright sun speed his course.

To %vaft me happiness !—my proudest foes

Must die ; and then my slumber shall be laid

On rose-leaves, with no envious fold to mar

The luxury of its visions !—Fair Vittoria,

Your looks are troubled !

Vit. It is strange—but oft.

Midst festal sohgs and garlands, o'er my soul

Death comes, with some dull image ! As you spoke

Ofthose whose blood is claim'd, I thought for them

Who, in a darkness thicker than the night

E'er wove with all her clouds, have pined so long,

How blessed were the stroke which makes them
things

Of that invisible world, wherein, we trust.

There is at least no bondage ! But should we,

From such a scene as this, where all earth's joys

Contend for mastery, and the very sense

Of life is rapture—should we pass, I say.

At once from such excitements to the void

And silent gloom of that which doth await us

—

Were it not dreadful 1

Eri. Banish such dark thoughts !

They ill beseem the hour.

Yit. There is no hour

Of this mysterious world, in joy or woe.

But they beseem it well ! Why, what a slight

Impalpable bound is that, th' unseen, which severs

Being from death ! And who can tell how near

Its misty brink he stands i

\st Noble (aside.) What mean her words?

2d Noble. There's some dark mystery here.

Eri. No more of this !

Pour the bright juice, which Etna's glowing vines

Yield to the conquerors ! And let music's voice

Dispel these ominous dreams !—Wake, harp and

song

!

Swell out your triumph !

A Messenger enters, hearing a letter.

Mea. Pardon, my good lord !

But this demands

En. What means thy breathless haste.

And that ill-boding mien 1 Away ! such looks

Befit not hours like these.

Mes. The Lord De Couoi

Bade me bear this, and say, 'tis fraught with tidings

Of hfe and death.

Tit. (hurriedly.) Is this a time for aught

But revelry 1 My lord, these dull intrusions

Mar the bright spirit of the festal scene !

Eri. (to the Messenr/er.) Hence ! Tell the Lord

De Couci, we will talk

Of life and death to-morrow. [Exit Messenger.

Let there be

Around me none but joyous looks to-day.

And strains whose veiy echoes wake to mirth !

A band of the conspirators enter, to the sound of

music, disguised as shephei'ds, bacchanals, t&c.

Eri. What forms are these ! What means this

antic triumph 1

Vit. 'Tis but a rustic pageant, by my vassals

Prepared to grace our bridal. Will you not

Hear their wild music 1 Our Sicilian vales

Have many a sweet and mirthful melody.

To which the glad heart bounds. Breathe ye

some strain

Meet for the time, ye sons of Sicily !

One of the Masquers sings.

The festal eve, o'er earth and sky.

In her sunset robe looks bright.

And the purple hUls of Sicily

With their vineyards laugh in light

;

From the marble cities of her plains.

Glad voices mingling swell

;

—But with yet more loud and lofty strains,

They shall hail the Vesper-beU !

Oh ! sweet its tones, when the summer breeze

Their cadence wafts afar.
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To float o'er the blue Sicilian seas,

As they gleam to the first pale star !

The shepherd greets them on his height,

The hermit in his cell

;

—But a deeper voice shall breathe to-night,

In the sound of the Vesper-beU !

[The hell rinr/s.

Eri. It is the hour ! Hark, hark !—my bride,

our summons

!

The altar is prepared and crown'd with flowers,

That wait

Vit. The victim !

\A tumult heard without.

Procida and Montalba enter, with others, arm^d.

Pro. Strike ! the hour is come !

Yit. Welcome, avengera I welcome ! Now, be

strong !

(The consjiirators throw offthtir disguise, and rush

viith their swords drawn upon tlie Provencals. Eri-

BERT i» wounded, and falls)

Pro. Kow hath fate reach'd thee, in thy mid

career.

Thou reveller in a nation's agonies !

(The Provencals are driven off, pursued by the

Sicilians.)

Con. (supporting Eribert.) My brother ! oh,

my brother !

Eri. Have I stood

A leader in the battle-fields of kings.

To perish thus at last 1 Ay, by these pangs.

And this strange chill, that heavily doth creep.

Like a slow poison, through my curdling veins.

This should be—death ! In sooth, a dull exchange

For the gay bridal feast

!

Voices (without.) Remember Conradin !—spare

none !—spare none !

Vit. (throning off her bridal wreath and oma-

merits.) Tliis is proud freedom ! Now my
soul may cast.

In generous scorn, her mantle of dissembling

To earth for ever ! And it is such joy.

As if a captive from liis dull cold cell

Might soar at once, on charter'd wing, to range

The realms of starr'd infinity ! Away 1

Vain mockery of a bridal wreath ! The hour

For which stem patience ne'er kept watch in vain

Is come ; and I may give my bursting heart

Full and indignant scope. Now, Eribert

!

Believe in retribution ! What ! proud man !

Prince, ruler, conqueror ! didst thou deem

heaven slept 1

" Or that the unseen, immortal ministers.

Ranging the world to note e'en purposed crime

In burning charactere, had laid aside

Their everlasting attributes for thee ?

"

blind security ! He in whose dread hand

The hghtnings vibi'ate, holds them back, until

The trampler of this goodly earth hath reach'd

His pyramid height of power ; that so his fall

May with more fearful orsicles make pale

Man's crown'd oppressors !

Con. Oh ! reproach him not

!

His soul is trembhng on the dizzy brink

Of that dim world where passion may not enter.

Leave him in peace. [the rescue !

Voicea (mthout.) Anjou ! Anjou !—De Couci, to

Eri. (half raising himself.) Mybrave Provencals!

do ye combat still ?

And I your chief am here ! Now, now I feel

That death indeed is bitter !

Vit. Fare thee well !

Thine eyes so oft with their insulting smile [this.

Have look'd ou man's last pangs, thou shouldst by

Be perfect how to die I Exit Vittoria.

Eaimond enters.

Raim. Away, my Constance !

Now is the time for flight. Our slaughtering bands

Are scatter'd far and wide. A little while

And thou shalt be in safety. Know'st thou not

That low sweet vale, where dwells the holy man
Anselmo ?—he whose hermitage is rear'd

Mid some old temple's ruins % Round the spot

His name hath spread so pure and deep a charm,

'Tis hallow'd as a sanctuary wherein

Thou shalt securely bide, till this wild storm

Have spent its fury. Hasto !

Con. I will not fly !

WliUo in his heart there is one throb of life.

One spark in his dim eyes, I wiU not leave

The brother of my youth to perish thus.

Without one kindly bosom to sustain

His dying head.

Eri. The clouds are darkening round.

There are strange voices linging in mine ear

That summon me—to what ) But I have been

Used to command !—Away ! I vrill not die.

But on the field [He dies.

Can. (kneeling by him.) Heaven ! be mercifiil

As thou art just !—for he is now where naught

But mercy can avail him.—It is past

!

Gdido enters with hit sword drawn.

Gui. (to Raimond.) I've sought thee long

—

why
art thou lingering here ?
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Haste, follow me ! Suspicion with thy name

Joins that word

—

Traitor I

Raim. Traitor !—Guido ?

Gui. Yes !

Hast thou not heard that, with his men-at-ai-ms,

After vain coufJict with a people's wrath,

De Couci hath escaped 1 And there are those

Who miu-mur that from thee the warning eame

Which saved him from ourvengeance. But e'en yet,

In the red current of Provencal blood,

That doubt may be effaced. Draw thygood sword.

And follow me !

Raim. And thou couldst doubt me, Guido !

'Tis come to this !—Away ! mistrust me still.

I will not stain my sword with deeds like thine.

Thou knowst me not

!

Gui. Raimond di Proeida !

—

If thou art he whom once I deem'd so noble^

Call me thy friend no more ! \_Exit GuiDO.

Raim. {after a pause.) Rise, dearest, rise !

Thy duty's task hath nobly been fulfiU'd,

E'en in the face of death ; but all is o'er.

And this is now no place where nature's tears

In quiet sanctity may freely flow.

—Hark ! the wild sounds that wait on fearful deeds

Are swelling on the winds, as the deep roar

Of fast-advancing billows ; and for tliee

I shame not thus to tremble.—Speed ! oh, speed

!

ExevMt.

ACT IV.

Scene I.

—

A Street in Palermo.

Pkooida enters.

Pro. How strange and deep a stillness loads the

air,

As with the power ofmidnight ! Ay, where death

Hath pass'd, there should be silence. But thishush

Of nature's heart, this breathlessness of all things.

Doth press on thought too heavily, and the sky.

With its dark robe of purple thunder-clouds,

Brooding in sullen masses o'er my spirit,

Weighs like an omen ! Wherefore should this be ]

Is not our task achieved—the mighty work

Of our deliverance ! Yes ; I should be joyous :

But this our feeble nature, with its quick

Instinctive superstitions, will drag down
Th' ascending soul. And I have fearful bodings

That treachery lurks amongst us. — Raimond !

Raimond !

Oh, guilt ne'er made a mien like his its garb !

It cannot bo !

MoNTALBA, GuiDO, omd other SicilioM enter.

Pro. AVelcome ! we meet in joy !

Now may we bear ourselves erect, resuming

The kingly port of freemen ! 'Who shall dare.

After this proof of slavery's dread recoil.

To weave us chains again ? Ye have done welL

Mon. We have doneweU. There needs no choral

song,

No shouting multitudes, to blazon forth

Our stem exploits. The silence of our foes

Doth vouch enough, and they are laid to rest.

Deep as the sword could make it. Yet our task

Is still but half achieved, since with his bands

De Couci hath escaped, and doubtless leads

Their footsteps to Messina, where our foes

Will gather all their strength. Determined hearts

And deeds to startle earth, are yet required

To make the mighty sacrifice complete.

—

AVhere is thy son ?

Pro. I know not. Once last night

He cross'd my path, and with one stroke beat down
A sword just raised to smite me, and restored

My own, which in that deadly strife had been

Wrench'd from my grasp ; but when I would have

press'd him

To my exulting bosom, he drew back,

And with a sad, and yet a scornful smile.

Full of strange meaning, left me. Since that hour

I have not seen him. Wherefore didst thou ask 1

Mon. It matters not. We have deep things to

speak of

KnoVst thou that we have traitors in our councils ?

Pro. I know some voice in secret must have

wam'd
De Couci, or his scatter'd bands had ne'er

So soon been marshall'd, and in close array

Led hence as from the field. Hast thou heard

aught

That may develop this ?

Mon. The guards we set

To watch the city gates, have seized, this mom,
One whose quick fearful glance, and hurried step,

Betra/d his guilty purpose. Mark ! he bore

(Amidst the tumult, deeming that his flight

Might all unnoticed pass) these scrolls to him—
The fugitive Provencal. Read and judge !

Pro. Where is this messenger ?

Mon. Where should he be ?

—

They slew him in their wrath.

Pro. Unwisely done !

Give me the scrolls. \JIe reads.

Now, if there be such things

As may to death add sharpness, yet delay
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The pang which gives release; if there be power

In execration, to call down the fires

Of yon avenging heaven, whose rapid shafts

But for such guilt were aimless ; be they heap'd

Upon the traitor's head !—Scorn make his name

Her mark for ever I

Man. In our passionate blindness.

We send forth curses, whose deep stings recoil

Oft on ourselves.

Pro. Whate'er fate hath of ruin

Fall on his house ! What ! to resign again

That freedom for whoso sake our souls havo now
Engrain'd themselves in blood ! Why, who is he

That hath devised this treachery] To the scroll

Why fix'd he not his name, so stamping it

With an immortal infamy, whose brand [vile ?

Might warn men from hiin ] Who should be so

Alberti ]—In his eye is that which ever [race

Shrinks from encountering mine !—But no ! his

Is of our noblest Oh ! he could not shame

That high descent 1 Urbino ?—Conti 1

—

'So !

They are too deeply pledged. There's one name
more !

—I cannot utter it ! Now shall I read

Each face with cold suspicion, which doth blot

From man's high mien its native royalty.

And seal his noble forehead with the impress

Of its own vUe imaginings ! Speak your thoughts,

Montalba ! Guide !—Who should this man be ]

Mon. Wliy, what Sicilian youth unsheathed last

night

His sword to aid our foes, and tum'd its edge

Against liis country's chiefs ?—He that did this,

May well be deem'd for guiltier treason ripe.

Pro. And who is he ?

Mon. Nay, ask thy son.

Pro. My son !

AVhat should he know of such a recreant heart 1

Speak, Guide ! thou'rt his friend !

Gui. I would not wear

The brand of such a name !

Pro. How 1 what means this ?

A flash of light breaks in upon my soul !

Is it to blast me ? Yet the fearful doubt [fore.

Hath crept in darkness through my thoughts bc-

And been flung fi'om them. Silence !—Speak not

yet

!

I would be calm and meet the thunder-burst

With a strong heart. [A. pause.

Now, what have I to hear ?

Your tidings 1

Qui. Briefly, 'twas your son did thus !

He hath disgraced your name.

Pro. My son did thus !

Are thy words oracles, that I should search

Their hidden meaning out ? Whai did my son 1

I have foi^got the tale. Repeat it, quick ! [we

Gui. 'Twill burst upon thee all too soon. While

Were busy at the dai'k and solemn rites

Of retribution ; while we bathed the eai-th

In red hbations, which will consecrate

The soil they mingled with to freedom's step

Through the long march of ages : 'twas his task

To shield from danger a ProvenpU maid.

Sister of him whose cold oppression stung

Our hearts to madness.

Mon. What ! should she be spared

To keep that name from perishing on earth ?

—I cross'd them in their path, and raised my
sword

To smite her in her champion's arms. We fought.

The boy disarm'd me ! And I live to tell

My shame, and wreak my vengeance !

Gui. Who but he

Could warn De Couci, or devise the guilt

These scrolls reveal ? Hath not the traitor still

Sought, with his fair and specious eloquence.

To win us from our purpose ? All things seem
Leagued to immask him.

Mon. Know you not there came.

E'en in the banquets hour, from this De Couci,

One, bearing unto Eribert the tidings

Of all our purposed deeds ? And have we not

Proof, as the noon-day clear, that Raimond loves

The sister of that tyrant ?

Pro. There was one

^Vho moum'd for being childless ! Let him now
Feast o'er his children's graves, and I wiU join

The revelry 1

Mon. {apart.) You shall be childless too !

Pro. Was't you, Montalba !—Now rejoice, I say 1

There is no name so neai- you that its stains

Should call the fever'd and indignant blood

To your dark cheek I But I will dash to earth

The weight that presses on my heart, and then

Be glad as thou art.

Mon. What means this, my lord ?

AVho hath seen gladness on Montalba's mien ?

Pro. Why, should not all be glad who have no

sons

To tarnish their bright name 1

Mon. I am not used

To bear with mockery.

Pro. Friend ! By yon high heaven,

I mock thee not ! 'Tis a proud fate to live

Alone and unallied. Why, what's alme t

A word whoso sense is—free/— Ay, free from all

The venom'd stings implanted in the heart
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By those it loves. Oh ! I could laugh to think

0' th' joy that riots in baronial halls,

When the word comes—"A son is bom !"—A sonl

They shoiild say thus—" He that shall knit your

brow

To furrows, not of years—and bid your eye

Quail its proud glance to tell the earth its shame.

Is bom, and so rejoice !" Then might we feast,

And know the cause ! Were it not excellent 1

Mon. This is all idle. There ai-e deeds to do :

Arouse thee, Procida !

Pro. Why, am I not

Calm as immortal justice ! She can strike.

And yet be passionless—and thus will I.

I know thy meaning. Deeds to do !
—

'tis well.

They shall be done ere thought on. Go ye forth

:

There is a youth who calls himself my son.

His name is Raimond— in his eye is light

That shows like truth—but be not ye deceived

!

Bear him in chains before us. We wOl sit

To-day in judgment, and the skies shall see

The strength which girds our nature. WUl not this

Be glorious, brave Montalba ? Linger not,

Ye tardy messengers ! for there are things

Which ask the speed of storms.

[Exeimt GuLDO and others.

Is not this well ?

Mon. 'Tis noble. Keep thy spirit to this proud

height

—

(Aside) And then be desolate like me ! My woes
Will at the thought grow light.

Pro. What now remains

To be prepared ? There should be solemn pomp
To grace a day like this. Ay, breaking hearts

Require a drapery to conceal their throbs

From cold inquiring eyes ; and it must be

Ample and rich, that so their gaze may not

Explore what lies beneath. [Exit Procida.

Mon. Now this is well

!

—I hate this Procida ; for he hath won
In all our councils that ascendency [been

And mastery o'er bold hearts, which should have

Mine by a thousand claims. Had he the strength

Of wrongs like mine ? No ! for that name—his

country

—

He strikes ; my vengeance hath a deeper fount

:

But there 's dark joy in this !—And fate hath barr'd

My soul from every other. [Exit Montalba.

Scene II.

—

A Hermitage surrounded by the Ruins

of an Ancient Temple.

Constance, Anselmo.

Con. 'Tisstrangehecomesnot ! Isnot thisthe still

And sultry hour of noon ! He should have been

Here by the daybreak. Was there not a voice

!

—" No ! 'tis the shrill cicada, with glad Ufe

Peopling these marble ruins, as it sports

Amidst them in the sim." Hark I yet again !

No ! no ! Forgive me, father ! that I bring

Earth's restless griefs and passions, to disturb

The stillness of thy holy solitude :

My heart is full of care.

Ans. There is no place

So hallow'd as to be unvisited

By mortal cares. Nay, whither should we go

With our deep giiefs and passions, but to scenes

Lonely and still, where He that made our hearts

Will speak to them in whispers 1 I have known
Affliction too, my daughter.

Con. Hark ! his step !

I know it well—he comes—myRaimond, welcome!
ViTTORiA enters, Constance shrinks baek on

perceiving her.

Oh, heaven ! that aspect tells a fearful tale.

Vit. (not observing her.) There is a cloud of

horror on my soul

;

And on thy words, Anselmo, peace doth wait.

Even as an echo, following the sweet close

Of some divine and solemn harmony :

Therefore I sought thee now. Oh ! speak to me
Of holy things and names, in whose deep soimd

Is power to bid the tempests of the heart

Sink, Uke a storm rebuked.

Atis. A\Tiat recent grief

Darkens thy spirit thus ?

Vit. I said not grief.

We should rejoice to-day, but joy is not [wreathe

That which it hath been. In the flowers which

Its mantling cup, there is a scent unknown.

Fraught with a strange delirium. All things now
Have changed their nature : stUl, I say, rejoice !

There is a cause, Anselmo ! We are free

—

Free and avenged ! Yet on my soul there hangs

A darkness, heavy as the oppressive gloom

Of midnight fantasies. Ay, for this, too.

There is a cause.

Ans. How say'st thou, we are free?

—

There may have raged, within Palermo's walls.

Some brief wild tumult ; but too well I know
They call the stranger lord.

Vit. Who calls the dead

Conqueror or lord? Hush! breathe it not aloud,

The wild winds must not hear it ! Yet again,

I tell thee we are free !

Ans. Thine eye hath look'd

On fearful deeds, for still their shadows hang
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O'ei- its dark orb. Speak ! I adjui-e thee : say,

How hath this work been wrought 1

Vit. Peace ! ask me not

!

Why shouldst thou hear a tale to send thy blood

Back on its fount ? We cannot wake them now

!

The storm is in my soul, but they are aU

At rest !—Ay, sweetly may the slaughter'd babe

By its dead mother sleep ; and warlike men.

Who midst the slain have slumber'd oft befoi'e.

Making their shield their pillow, may repose

Well, now their toils are done.—Is't not enough?

Con. Merciful heaven ! have such things been

!

And yet

There is no shade come o'er the laughing sky !

—I am an outcast now.

Am. Thou whose ways

Clouds mantle fearfully ! of aU the blind

But terrible ministers that work thy wrath.

How much is man the fiercest ! Others know

Their limits—yes ! the earthquakes, and the

storms,

And the volcanoes !—he alone o'erleaps

The bounds of retribution 1 Couldst thou gaze,

Vittoria ! with thy woman's heart and eye,

On such dread scenes unmoved 1

Vit. Was it for tne

To stay th' avenging swordi No, though it pierced

My very soul ! Hark ! hark ! what thrilling shrieks

Ring through the air around me I Canst thou not

Bid them be hush'd? Oh !—look not on me thus

!

Am. Lady ! thy thoughts lend sternness to the

looks

Which are but sad ! Have all then perish'd) oM?

Was there no mercy

!

Vit. Mercy ! it hath been

A word forbidden as th' uuhallow'd names

Of evil powers. Yet one there was who dared

To own the guilt of pity, and to aid

The victims !—but in vain. Of him no more !

He is a traitor, and a traitor's death

Will be his meed. [his name !

Con. (coming forward.) Oh, heaven I—hia name.

Is it—it cannot be I

Vit. (starting.) Thou here, pale girl ! ['scaped

I deem'd thee with the dead! How hast thou

The snare I Who saved thee, last of all thy race

!

Was it not he of whom I spake e'en now,

Baimond di Procida?

Con. It is enough

:

Now the storm breaks upon me, and I sink.

Must he too die ?

Vit. Is it e'en so 1 Why then.

Live on—thou hast the arrow at thy heart I

" Fis not on me thy sad reproachful eyes
—

"

I mean not to betray thee. Thou may'st live !

Why should Death bring thee his oblivious balms I

lie visits but the happy. Didst thou ask

If Raimond too must die ? It is as sure

As that his blood is on thy head, for thou

Didst win him to this treason.

Con. When did men
Call mercy treason f Take my life, but save

My noble Raimond

!

Vit. Maiden I he must die.

E'en now the youth before his judges stands

;

And they are men who, to the voice of prayer,

Are as the rock is to the murmur'd sigh

Of summer-waves !—ay, though a father sit

On their tribunal. Bend thou not to me.

What wouldst thou ]

Con. Mercy !—Oh ! wert thou to plead

But with a look, e'en yet ho might be saved !

If thou hast ever loved

Vit. If I have loved ]

It is that love forbids me to relent.

I am what it hath made me. O'er ray soul

Lightning hath pass'd and sear'd it. Could I weep

I then might pity—but it will not be.

Con. Oh, thou wilt yet relent ! for woman's heart

Was form'd to suffer and to melt.

Vit. Away I

Why should I pity thee 1 Thou wilt but prove

What I have known before—and yet I live !

Nature is strong, and it may all be borne

—

The sick impatient yearning of the heart

For that which is not ; and the weary sense

Of the dull void, wherewith our homes have been

Circled by death ; yes, all things may be borne !

All, save remorse. But I will Ttot bow down

My spirit to that dark power; there wai no guilt !

—

Anselmo ! wherefore didst thou talk of giiilt 1

Am. Ay, thus doth sensitive conscience quicken

thought.

Lending reproachful voices to a breeze.

Keen lightning to a look.

Vit. Leave me in peace 1

Is't not enough that I should have a sense

Of things thou canst not see, all wild and dark.

And of unearthly whispers, haunting me
With dread suggestions, but that thy cold words.

Old man, should gall me, too) Must all conspire

Against mo! thou beautiful spirit I wont

To shine upon my dreams with looks of love.

Where art thou vanish'd ! Was it not the thought

Of thee which urged me to the fearfid task.

And wilt thou now forsake me? I must seek

The shadowy woods again, for there, perchance.

Still may thy voice be in my twilight-paths

;
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—Here I but meet despair ! [Exit Vittoeia.

Ans. {to Constance.) Despair not thou,

My daughter ! He that purifies tlie heart

With grief will lend it strength. [say

Con. (endeavouring to rouse herself.) Did she not

That some one was to die?

Ans. 1 tell thee not

Thy pangs are vain—for nature will have way.

Earth must have tears : yet in a heart like thine,

Faith may not yield its place.

Con. Have I not heard

Some fearful tale"!
—
"Who saidthatthereshouldrest

Blood on my soiil! What blood? I never bore

Hatred, kind father ! unto aught that breathes

:

Eaimond doth know it well. Raimond !—High

heaven !

It bursts upon me now ! And he must die !

For my sake—e'en for mine !

Ans. Her words were strange.

And herproudmind seem'd half tofrenzywrought;

—Perchance this may not be.

Con. It mtist not be.

Why do I linger here 1 [She rises to depart.

Ans. Where wouldst thou go ?

Con. To give their stern and unrelenting hearts

A victim in his stead.

Ans. Stay ! wouldst thou rush

On certain death 1

Con. I may not falter now.

—Is not the life of woman all boimd up

In her affections ? What hath she to do

In this bleak world alone 1 It may be well

For man on his triumphal course to move,

Uncumber'd by soft bonds ; but we were bom
For love and grief.

Ans. Thou fair and gentle thing,

Unused to meet a glance which doth not speak

Of tenderness or homage ! how shouldst thou

Bear the hard aspect of unpitying men.

Or face the Ifing of Terrors 1

Con. There is strength

Deep-bedded in our hearts, of which we reck

But little, till the shafts of heaven have pierced

Its fragile dwelling. Must not earth be rent

Before her gems are found 1—Oh ! now I feel

Worthy the generous love which hath not shunn'd

To look on death for me ! My heart hath given

Birth to as deep a courage, and a faith

As high in its devotion. [Exit Constance.

Ans. She is gone !

Is it to perish ?—God of mercy ! lend

Power to my voice, that so its prayer may save

This pure and lofty creature ! I will follow

—

But her young footstep and heroic heai-t

Will bear her to destruction, faster far

Than I can track her path. [Exit Anselmo.

Scene III.

—

Hall of a Public Building.

Prooita, Montalba, Gcido, and others, seated a»

<m a Tribunal.

Pro. The mom lower'd darkly; but the sun

hath now.

With fierce and angry splendour, throughthe clouds

Burst forth, as if impatient to behold

This our high triumph.—Lead the prisoner in.

Raimond is brought in, fettered amd guarded.

Why, what a bright and fearless brow is here !

—Is this man guilty ?—Look on him, Montalba !

Mon. Be firm. Should justice falter at a look ?

Pro. No, thou say'st well. Her eyes are filleted.

Or should be so. Thou, that dost call thyself

—

But no ! I will not breathe a traitor's name

—

Speak ! thou art arraign'd of treason.

Raim. I arraign

You, before whom I stand, of darker giult.

In the bright face of heaven ; and your own hearts

Give echo to the charge. Your vei-y looks

Have ta'en the stamp of crime, and seem to shrink.

With a perturb'd and haggard wildness, back

From the too-searching light. Why, what hath

wrought

This change on noble brows ? There is a voice

With a deep answer, rising from the blood

Your hands have coldly shed ! Ye are of those

From whom just men recoil with curdling veins.

All thrill'd by life's abhorrent consciousness.

And sensitive feeling of a murderer's presence.

—Away ! come down from your tribunal seat.

Put off your robes of state, and let your mien

Be pale and humbled ; for ye bear about you

That which repugnant earth doth sicken at.

More than the pestilence. That I should Hve

To see my father shrink !

Pro. Montalba, speak ! [not.

There's something chokes my voice—but fear me
Mon. If we must plead to vindicate our acts.

Be it when thou hast made thine own look clear.

Most eloquent youth ! What answer canst thou

make

To this our charge of treason?

Raim. I will plead

That cause before a mightier judgment-throne,

Where mercy is not guilt. But here I feel

Too buoyantly the glory and the joy

Of my free spirit's whiteness ; for e'en now
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The embodied hidcousucss of crime doth seem

Before me glaring out. Why, I saw thee,

Thy foot upon an aged warrior's breast,

TrampUng out nature's last convulsive heavings.

And thou, tlii/ sword— valiant chief !—is yet

Red from the noble stroke which pierced at once

A mother and the babe, whose little life

Was from her bosom drawn !—Immortal deeds

For bards to hymn !

Gui. (amde.) I look upon his mien.

And waver. Can it be 1 My boyish heart

Deem'dhim so noble once ! Away, weak thoughts

!

Why should I shrink, as if the guilt were mine,

From his proud glance 1

Pro. thou dissembler ! thou.

So skill'd to clothe with virtue's generous flush

The hollow cheek of cold hypocrisy.

That, Avith thy guilt made manifest, I can scarce

Believe thee guilty !—look on me, and say

Whoso was the secret warning voice, that saved

De Couci with his bands, to join our foes,

And forgo new fetters for th' indignant land 1

Whose was this treachery t [Shows him papers.

Who hath promised here

(Belike to appease the mands of the dead)

At midnight to unfold Palermo's gates.

And welcome in the foe t Who hath done this.

But thou—a tyrant's friend 1

Raim. Who hath done this ?

Father !—if I may call thee by that name

—

Look, with thy piercing eye, on those whose smiles

Were masks that hid their daggers. There, per-

chance,

May lurk what loves not light too strong. For me,

I know but this—there needs no deep research

To prove the truth that murderersmaybe traitors,

Even to each other.

Pro. (to MoNTALBA.) His unaltering cheek

Still vividly doth hold its natural hue.

And his eye quails not I Is this innocence ?

Mon. No ! 'tisth'unshiinkinghardihoodofcrime.

—Thou bcar'st a gallant mien. But where is she

Whom thou hast barter'd fame and life to save.

The fair Proven9al maidi What! know'st thou

not

That this alone were guilt, to death allied 1

Was 't not our law that ho who spared a foe

(And is she not of that detested race ?)

Should thenceforth be amongst us m a foe ?

—Where hast thou borne her ! speak !

Raim. That Heaven, whose eye

Bums up thy sold with its far-searching glance,

Is with her : she is safe.

Pro. And by that word

Thy doom is scal'd. Oh, God ! that I had died

Before this bitter hour, in the full strength

And glory of my heart I

Constance enters, and rushes to Raimond.

Con. Oh ! art thou found

!

[thee I

—But yet, to find thee thus ! Chains, chains for

My brave, my noble love ! Off with these bonds;

Let liim bo free as air : for I am come

To be your victim now.

Raim. Death has no pang

More keen than this. Oh ! wherefore art thou herel

I could have died so calmly, deeming thee

Saved, and at peace.

Con. At peace !—And thou hast thought

Thus poorly of my love ! But woman's breast

Hath strength to suffer too. Thy father sits

On this tribunal ; Raimond, which is he 1 [heart

Raim. My father ! who hath lull'd thy gentle

With that false hope 1 Beloved ! gaze around

—

See if thine eye can trace a father's soul

In the dark looks bent on us.

[Constance, after earnestly examining the coun-

tenances of the Judges, falls at the feet of

Procida.

Con. Thou art he !

Nay, turn thou not away ! for I beheld

Thy proud lip quiver, and a watery mist

Pass o'er thy troubled eye ; and then I knew

Thou wert his father ! Spai-e him ! take my life !

In truth, a worthless sacrifice for his,

But yet mine all. Oh ! he hath still to run

A long bright race of glory.

Raim. Constance, peace !

I look upon thee, and my failing heart

Is as a broken reed.

Con. (still addressing Pbooida.) Oh, yet relent !

If 'twos his crime to rescue me—behold

I come to be the atonement ! Let him live

To crown thine age \s-ith honour. In thy heart

There's a deep conflict ; but great Nature pleads

With an o'ermastering voice, and thou wilt yield!

—Thou art his father !

Pro. (after a pause.) Maiden, thou'rt deceived !

I am as calm as that dead pause of nature

Ere the full thunder bursts. A judge is not

Father or friend. Who calls this man my son 1

—My son I Ay ! thus his mother proudly

smiled

—

But she was noble ! Traitors stand alone.

Loosed from all ties. AVhy should X trifle thus 1

—Bear her away !

Raim. (startingforward.) And whither ?
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Man. Unto death. [perish'dl

Why shovild she liye, when all her race have

Con. {sinking into the arms of Raimond.)

Raimond, farewell ! Oh ! when thy star hath

risen

To its bright noon, foi^get not, best beloved !

I died for thee.

Raim. High Heaven ! thou see'st these things.

And yet endin-est them ! Shalt thou die for me.

Purest and loveliest being ?—but our fate

May not divide us long. Her cheek is cold

—

Her deep blue eyes are closed; should this be

death
—

^If thus, there yet were mercy ! Father, father

!

Is thy heart human 1

Pro. Bear her hence, I say!

Why must my soul be torn ?

Anselmo enters holding a Crucifix.

Ans. Now, by this sign

Of heaven's prevailing love I ye shall not harm

One ringlet of her head. How ! is there not

Enough of blood upon your burthen'd souls 1

Will not the visions of your midnight couch

Be wild and dark enough, but ye must heap

Crime upon crime % Be ye content : your dreams.

Your coimcils, and your banquetings, will yet

Be haunted by the voice which doth not sleep.

E'en though this maid be spared ! Constance,

look up

!

Thou shalt not die.

Raim. Oh ! death e'en now hath veil'd

The light of her soft beauty. Wake my love !

Wake at my voice !

Pro. Anselmo, lead her hence.

And let her live, but never meet my sight.

—Begone ! my heart ^viU burst.

Raim. One last embrace !

—Again life's rose is opening on her cheek

;

Yet must we part. So love is crush'd on earth !

But there are brighter worlds !—Farewell, fare-

well !

[He gives her to the care of Anselmo.

Con. {slowly recovering) There was a voice which

call'd me. Am I not

A spirit freed from earth ? Have I not pass'd

The bitterness of death ?

Ans. Oh, haste away ! [leased

Con. Yes ! Raimond calls me. He too is re-

From his cold bondage. We are free at last.

And all is welL Away !

[She is led out by Anselmo.

Raim. The pang is o'er.

And I have but to die.

Man. Now, Procida,

Comes thy great task. Wake ! summon to thine

aid

All thy deep soul's commanding energies

;

For thou—a chief among us—must pronovmce

The sentence of thy son. It rests with thee.

Pro. Ha! ha! Men's hearts should be of softer

mould

Than in the elder time. Fathers could doom

Their children then with an unfaltering voice.

And we must tremble thus ! Is it not said

That nature grows degenerate, earth being now

SofuUof days?

Mon. Rouse up thy mighty heart.

Pro. Ay, thou say'st right. There yet are souls

which tower

As landmai-ks to mankind. Well, what's the task ]

—There is a man to be condemn'd, you say 3

Is he then guilty 1

All. Thus we deem of him,

With one accord.

Pro. And hath he naught to plead ?

Raim. Naught but a soul unstain'd.

Pro. Why, that is little.

Stains on the soul are but as conscience deems

them.

And conscience may be sear'd. But for this

sentence !

—^Was 't not the penalty imposed on man.

E'en from creation's dawn, that he must die ?

—It was : thus making guilt a sacrifice

Unto eternal justice ; and we but

Obey heaven's mandate when we cast dark souls

To th' elements from among us. Be it so !

Such be Am doom ! I have said. Ay, nowmyheart

Is girt with adamant, whose cold weight doth press

Itsgaspingsdown. Off! let me breathe in freedom!

—Mountains are on my breast ! [He sinks back.

Mon. Guards, bear the prisoner

Back to his dungeon.

Raim. Father ! oh, look up

;

Thou art my father still !

Qui. {leaving the tribunal, throws himself on the

neck of Raimond.) Oh ! Raimond, Raimond !

K it should be that I have wrongfd thee, say

Thou dost forgive me.

Raim. Friend of my yoimg days,

So may all-pitying heaven

!

[RAiHoirD is led out.

Pro. Whose voice was that t

Where is he ?—gone 1 Now I may breathe once

more

In the free air of heaven. Let us away.

[Exewnt omnes.
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ACT V.

Scene I.

—

A Priton dimly lighted.

Raimond deeping. Pbociba enters.

Pro. {gazing upon him eameatly.) Can he

Then sleep ! Th' ovorBhadowingnighthath wrapt

Earth at her stated hours ; the stars have set

Their burning watch ; and all things hold their

course

Of wakefulness and rest ; yet hath not sleep

Sat on mine eyelids since—but this avails not

!

Andthushe slumbers ! "Why, thismiendothseem

As if its soul were but one lofty thought

Of an immortal destiny ! "—his brow

Is calm as waves whereon the midnight heavens

Are imaged silently. Wake, Eaimond ! wake !

Thy rest is deep.

Jtaim. (startingup.) Myfather! AVhereforeherel

I am prepared to die, yet would I not

Fall by thy hand.

Pro. 'Twas not for this 1 came.

Raim. Then wherefore? and upon thy loftybrow

Why bums the troubled flush 1

Pro. Perchance 'tis shame.

Yes, it may well be shame !—for I have striven

With nature's feebleness, and been o'erpower'd.

—Howe'er it be, 'tis not for thee to gaze.

Noting it thus. Rise, let mo loose thy chains.

Arise, and follow me ; but let thy step

Fall without sound on earth : I have prepared

The means for thy escape.

Balm. What ! thou 1 the austere,

The inflexible Procida ! hast thou done this,

Deeming me guilty still

!

Pro. Upbraid me not I

It is even so. There have been nobler deeds

By Roman fathers done,—but I am weak.

Therefore, again I say, arise ! and haste,

For the night wanes. Thy fugitive course must be

To realms beyond the deep ; so let us part

In silence, and for ever.

Raim. Let Jiim fly

Who holds no deep asylum in his breast

Wherein to shelter from the scofi^ of men

;

—I can sleep calmly here.

Pro. Art thou in love

With death and infamy, that so thy choice

Is made, lost boy I when freedom courts thy grasp 1

Raim. Father ! to set th' irrevocable seal

Upon that shame wherewith ye have branded me,

There needs but flight. What should I bear from

this.

My native landl—A blighted name, to rise

And part me, with its dark remembrances.

For ever from the sunshine ! O'er my soul

Bright shadowings of a nobler destiny

Float in dim beauty through the gloom ; but here

On earth, my hopes are closed.

Pro. Thy hopes are closed !

And what were they to mine 1—Thou wilt not fly I

Why, let all traitors flock to thee, and learn

How proudly guilt can talk ! Let fathers rear

Their offspring henceforth, as the free wild birds

Foster their young : when these can mount alone.

Dissolving nature's bonds, why should it not

Be so with usi

Raim. father ! now I feel

What high prerogatives belong to Death.

He hath a deep though voiceless eloquence.

To which I leave my cause. " His solemn veil

Doth with mysterious beauty clothe our virtues.

And in its vast oblivious folds, for ever

Give shelter to oxix faults." When I am gone.

The mists of passion which have dimm'd my name
Will melt like day-dreams ; and my memory then

Will be—not what it should have been—for I

Must pass without my fame—^but yet unstain'd

As a clear morning dewdrop. Oh ! the grave

Hath rights inviolate as a sanctuary's.

And they should be my own !

Pro. Now, by just Heaven,

I will not thus be tortured 1—Were my heart

But of thy guilt or innocence assured,

I could be calm again. " But in this wild

Suspense—this conflict and vicissitude

Of opposite feelings and convictions What I

Hath it been mine to temper and to bend

All spirits to my purpose 1 have I raised

With a severe and passionless energy.

From the dread mingling of their elements.

Storms which have rock'd the earth !—and shall

I now
Thus fluctuate as a feeble reed, the scorn

And plaything of the winds ^ " Look on me, boy !

Guilt never dared to meet these eyes, and keep

Its heart's dark secret close.— pitying Heaven

!

Speak to my soul with some dread oracle.

And teU me which is truth.

Raiin. I will not plead.

I will not call th' Omnipotent to attest

My innocence. No, father ! in thy heart

I know my birthright shall be soon restored

;

Therefore I look to death, and bid thee speed

The great absolver.

Pro. my son ! my son !

We will not part in wrath I The sternest hearts,

Within their proud and guarded fastnesses,
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Hide something still, round which their tendrils

cling

With a close grasp, unknown to those who dress

Their love in smiles. And such wert thou to me !

The all which taught me that my soul was cast

In nature's mould. And I must now hold on

My desolate course alone ! Why, be it thus !

He that doth guide a nation's star, should dwell

High o'er the clouds, in regal solitude,

Sufficient to himself.

Saim. Yet, on the summit.

When with her bright wings glory shadows thee.

Forget not him who coldly sleeps beneath,

Yet might have soar'd as high !

Pro. No, fear thou not

!

Thou'lt be remember'd long. The canker-worm

0' th' heart is ne'er forgotten.

Saim. " Oh ! not thus

—

I would not thus be thought of."

Pro. Let me deem

Again that thou art base !—for thy bright looks.

Thy glorious mien of fearlessness and truth,

Then would not haunt me as the avenging powers

FoUow'd the parricide. Farewell, farewell

!

I have no tears. Oh ! thus thy mother look'd.

When, with a sad, yet half-triumphant smUe,

All radiant with deep meaning, from her deathbed

She gave thee to my arms.

Raim. Now death has lost

His sting, since thou believ'st me innocent

!

Pro. (wildly.) Thou innocent !—Am I thy mur-

derer, then ?

Away ! I tell thee thou hast made my name

A scorn to men ! No ! I wiU not forgive thee

;

A traitor ! Wliat ! the blood of Procida

FUling a traitor's veins f Let the earth drink it.

Thou wouldst receive our foes !—but they shall

meet

From thy perfidious lips a welcome, cold

As death can make it. Go, prepare thy soul

!

Raim. Father ! yet hear me !

Pro. No ! thou 'rt skill'd to make

E'en shame look fair. Why should I linger thus "i

[GWflflf to leavt the prison, he turns badefor

a moment.

If there beaught—ifaught—forwhichthouneed'st

Forgiveness—not of me, but that dread Power

From whom no heart is veil'd—delay thou not

Thy prayer,—time hurries on.

Raim. I am prepared.

Pro. "Vis well. [Exit Procida.

Raim. Men talk of torture !—Can they wreak

Upon the sensitive and shrinking frame.

Half the mind bears—and lives 1 My spirit feels

Bewilder'd ; on its powers this twilight gloom

Hangs like a weight of earth.—It should be mom

;

Why, then, perchance, a beam of heaven's bright

sun

Hath pierced, ere now, the grating ofmy dungeon,

Telling of hope and mercy !

[Exit into an inner cell,

Scene II.

—

A Street of Palermo.

Many Citizena aisembled.

1st Cit. The morning breaks; his time is almost

come:

Will he be led this way ?

2d Cit. Ay, so 'tis said

To die before that gate through which he purposed

The foe should enter in !

3d Cit. 'Twas a vile plot

!

And yet I would my hands were pure as his

From the deep stain of blood. Didst hear the

soimds

r the air last night

!

2d Cit. Since the great work of slaughter,

Who hath not heard them duly at those hours

Which should be silent 1

Sd Cit. Oh ! the fearful mingling.

The terrible mimicry of human voices.

In every soimd, which to the heart doth speak

Of woe and death.

id Cit. Ay, there was woman's shrill

And piercing cry ; and the low feeble wail

Of dying infants ; and the halfsuppress'd

Deep groan of man in his last agonies !

And, now and then, there swell'd upon the breeze

Strange, savage bursts of laughter, wilder far

Than all the rest.

\st Cit. Of our own fate, perchance.

These a^vful midnight wailings may be deem'd

An ominous prophecy. Should France regain

Her power among us, doubt not, we shall have

Stem reckoners to account with.—Hark !

[The sound of trumpets heard at a distance.

2d Cit. 'Twas but

A rushing of the breeze.

Sd Cit. E'en now, 'tis said.

The hostile bands approach.

[The sound is heard gradually drawing nearer,

2d Cit. Again ! that sound

Was no illusion. Nearer yet it swells

—

They come, they come !
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Pbocida entert.

Pro. The foe is at your gates ;

But hearts and baudsprcpared shall meethis onset.

Why are ye loitering here ?

Cit. My lord, we came

—

Pro. Think ye I know not wherefore 1
—

'twas

to see

A fellow-being die ! Ay, 'tis a sight

Man loves to look on ; and the teuderest hearts

Recoil, and yet withdraw not from the scene.

For this ye came. \\'hat ! is our nature fierce,

Or is there that in mortal agony

From which the soul, exulting in its strength.

Doth learn immortal lessons ] Hence, and arm

!

Ere the night-dews descend, ye will have seen

Enough of death—for this must be a day

Of battle ! "Tis the hour which troubled souls

Delight in, for its rushing storms are wings

Which bear them up ! Arm ! arm ! 'tis for your

homes,

And all that lends them loveliness—Away !

[Exeunt.

Scene III.

—

PrUon of Raihond.

RAiMoin), Anselmo.

Saim. And Constance then is safe ! Heaven

bless thee, father

!

Good angels bear such comfort.

Ans. 1 have found

A safe asylum for thine honour'd love.

Where she may dwell until serener days.

With Saint Rosalia's gentlest daughters—those

Whose hallow'd office is to tend the bed

Of pain and death, and soothe the parting soul

With their soft hymns : and therefore are they

call'd

" Sisters of Mercy."

Raim. Oh ! that name, my Constance

!

Befits thee well. E'en in our happiest days.

There was a depth of tender pensiveness

Far in thine eyes' dark azure, speaking ever

Of pity and mild grief. Is she at peace i

Ans. Alas ! what should I say 1

Saim. Why did I ask.

Knowing the deep and full devotedness

Ofher young heart's afl'ectionsl Oh! the thought

Of my untimely fate will haunt her dreams.

Which should have been so tranquil !—and her

soul.

Whose strength was but the lofty gift of love.

Even unto death will sicken.

Am. All that faith

Can yield of comfort, shall assuage her woes

;

And still, whate'er betide, the light of heaven

Rests on her gentle heart. But thou, my son !

Is thy young spirit master'd, and prepared

For nature's fearful and mysterious change 1

Raim. Ay, father ! of my brief remaining task

The least part is to die ! And yet the cup

Of life still mantled brightly to my lips, [name

Crown'd with that sparkling bubble, whose proud

Is—glory ! Oh ! my soul, from boyhood's mom.
Hath nursed such mightydreams ! Itwas my hope

To leave a name, whose echo from the abyss

Of time shoiild rise, and float upon the winds

Into the far hereafter ; there to be

A trumpet-sound, a voice from the deep tomb.

Murmuring—Awake !—Arise I But this is past

!

Erewhile, and it had seem'd enough of shame

To sleep forgotten in the dust ; but now

—

Oh, God 1—the undying record of my grave

Will be—Here sleeps atraitor !—One,whose crime.

Was—to deem brave men might find nobler

weapons

Than the cold mvirderer's dagger

!

Am. Oh ! my son,

Subdue these troubled thoughts ! Thou wouldst

not change [hsuig

Thy lot for theirs, o'er whose dark dreams will

The avenging shadows, whichthe blood-stain'dsoul

Doth conjure from the dead !

Raim. Thou'rt right. I would not.

Yet 'tis a weary task to school the heart.

Ere years or giiefs have tamed its fiery spirit

Into that still and passive fortitude, [hour

AVhich is but leam'd from suffering. Would the

Tohush these passionate throbbings were at hand

!

Am. It will not be to-day. Hast thou not heard

—But no—the rush, the trampling, and the stir

Of this great city, arming in her haste.

Pierce not these dungeon-depths. The foe hath

reach'd

Our gates, and all Palermo's youth, and all

Her warrior men, are marshall'd, and gone forth.

In that high hope which makes realities.

To the red field. Thy father leads them on.

Raim.. (starting up.) They are gone forth I my
father leads them on !

All—all Palermo's youth ! No ! one Is left,

Shut out from glory's race ! They are gone forth

!

Ay, now the soul of battle is abroad

—

It bums upon the air ! The joyous winds

Are tossing warrior-plumes, the proud white foam

Of battle's roaring billows ! On my sight

The vision bursts—it maddens ! 'tis the flash.
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The lightning-shock of lances, and the cloud

Of rushing arrows, and the broad full blaze

Of helmets in the sun ! The very steed

With his majestic rider glorying shares

The hour's stern joy, and waves his floating mane
As a triumphant banner ! Such things are

Even now—and I am here !

Ans. Alas, be calm !

To the same grave ye press,—thou that dost pine

Beneath a weight of chains, and they that rule

The fortunes of the fight.

Maim. Ay ! Thou canst feel

The calm thou wouldst impart ; for unto thee

All men alike, the warrior and the slave.

Seem, as thou say'st, but pilgrims, pressing on

To the same bourne. Yet call it not the same

:

Their graves wlio fall in this day's fight will be

As altars to their country, visited

By fathers with their children, bearing wreaths.

And chanting hymns in honour of the dead

:

Will mine be such 1

VlTTOBiA rushes in wildly, as ifpursued.

Vit. Ansolmo ! art thou found !

Haste, haste, or all is lost ! Perchance thy voice.

Whereby theydoom heaven speaks, thy lifted cross.

And prophet mien, may stay the fugitives.

Or shame them back to die.

Ans. The fugitives !

What words are these ? The sons of Sicily

Fly not before the foe 1

Vit. That I should say

It is too true !

Ans. And thou—thou bleedest, lady !

Vit. Peace ! heed not mo when Sicily is lost

!

I stood upon the walls, and watch'd our bands.

As, with their ancient royal banner spread.

Onward they march'd. The combat was begun.

The fiery impulse given, and vaUant men [lo !

Had seal'd their freedom with their blood—when.

That false Alberti led his recreant vassals

To join th' invader's host.

Rai'm. His country's curse

Rest on the slave for ever !

Vit. Then distrust.

E'en of their noblo leaders, and dismay.

That svrift contagion, on Palermo's bands

Came like a deadly blight. They fled !—Ohshame

!

E'en now they fly ! Ay, through the raty gates

They rush, as if all Etna's burning streams

Pursued their winged steps

!

Maim. Thou hast not named
Their chief—Di Procida—/ic doth not flyl

Vit. No ! like a kingly lion in the toils.

Daring the hunters yet, he proudly strives

:

But all in vain 1 The few that breast the storm,

With Guido and Montalba, by his side.

Fight but for graves upon the battle-field.

Maim. And I am here I Shall there be power,

OGod!
In the roused energies of fierce despair,

To burst my heaii—and not to rend my chains ?

Oh, for one moment of the thunderbolt

To set the strong man free ! ['twere a deed

Vit. (after gazing upon him earnestly.) Why,
Worthy the fame and blessing of all time.

To loose thy bonds, thou son of Procida !

Thou art no traitor !—from thy kindled brow
Looks out thy lofty soul ! Arise ! go forth !

And rouse the noble heart of Sicily

Unto high deeds again. Anselmo, haste

;

Unbind him ! Let my spirit still prevail.

Ere I depart—for the strong hand of death

Is on me now. [She sinks hack against a pillar.

Ans. Oh, heaven ! the life-blood streams

Fast from thy heart—thy troubled eyes grow dim.

Who hath done this 1

Vit. Before the gates I stood.

And m the name of him, the loved and lost.

With whom I soon shall be, all vainly strove

To stay the shameful flight. Then from the foe.

Fraught with my summons to his viewless home,

Came the fleet shaft which pierced me.

Ans. Yet, oh yet.

It may not bo too late. Help, help !

Vit. (to Maimond.) Away !

Bright is the hour which brings thee liberty !

Attendants enter.

Haste, be those fetters riven ! Unbar the gates.

And set the captive free !

{Tlie Attendants seem to hesitate) Know ye not her

Who should have worn your country's diadem ?

Att. lady ! we obey.

[Tkeytalceoff'BiAmo^schaim. He springs

up exultingly.

Maim. Is this no dream ?

Moimt, eagle ! thou art free ! Shall I then die

Not midst the mockery of insulting crowds.

But on the field of banners, where the bi"ave

Are striving for an immortality ?

It is e'en so ! Now for bright arms of proof,

A helm, a keen-edged falchion, and e'en yet

My father may be saved !

Vit. Away, be strong !

And let thy battle-word, to rule the storm.

Be

—

Conradin. [He rushes out.
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Oh ! for one hour of life,

To hear that name blout with th' exulting shout

Of victory ! It will not be ! A mightier power

Doth summon me away.

Ans. To purer worlds

Raise thy last thoughts in hope.

Vit. Yes ! he is there.

All glorious in his beauty !—Conradin !

Death parted us, and death shall reunite !

He will not stay—it is all darkness now !

Night gathers o'er my spirit. [She dies.

Ati3. She is gone !

It is an awful hour which stills the heart

That beat so proudly once. Have mercy, heaven

!

[lie kneels beside her.

Scene IV.

—

Sefore the Gates of Palermo.

Sicilians flying tumultuonsly towards the Gates.

Voices, (witJiout.) MontjoyI Montjoy! St Denis

for Anjou I

Proven9als, on !

^ciliant. Fly, fly, or all is lost !

Raimond appears in the gateway armed, and

carrying a banner.

Saim. Back, back, I say ! ye men of Sicily !

All is not lost ! Oh ! shame ! A few brave hearts

In such a cause, ere now, have set their breasts

Against the rush of thousands, and sustain'd.

And made the shock recoil. Ay, man, free man,

Still to bo call'd so, hath achieved sucli deeds

As heaven and earth have raarvell'd at ; and souls.

Whose spai'k j'et slumbers with the days to come,

Shall burn to hear, transmitting brightly thus

Freedom from race to race ! Back ! or prepare

Amidst your hearths, your bowers, your very

shrines.

To bleed and die in vain ! Turn !—follow mo !

" Conradin, Conradin ! "—for Sicily

His spirit fights ! Remember " Conradin !

"

[I^tey begin to rally round him.

Ay, this is well !—Now, follow me, and charge !

[The Provmfols rash in, but are repulsed by

the Sicilians.—Exeunt.

Scene Y.—PaH of the Field of Battle.

M0NTAI.BA enters wounded, and supported by Rai-

jiOND, whose face is concealed by his helmet.

Raim. Here rest thee, warrior.

Man. Rest ! ay, death is rest.

And such will soon be mine. But, thanks to titee,

I shall not die a captive. Bravo Sicilian !

These lips are all unused to soothing words,

Or I should bless the valour wliich hath won.

For my last hour, the proud free solitude

Wherewith my soul would gird itself. Thy name)
Saim. 'Twill be no music to thine ear, Montalba.

Gaze—read it thus I

[lie lifts the visor of his helmet.

Mon. Raimond di Procida 1

Raim. Thou hast pursued mo with a bitter hate

:

But fare thee well ! Heaven's peace be with thy

soul I

I must away. One glorious effort more,

And this proud field is won. [Exit Raimond.

Mon. Am I thus humbled ?

How ray heart sinks within me ! But 'tis Death

(And he can tame the mightiest) hath subdued

My towering nature thus. Yet is he welcome !

That youth
—

'twas in his pride he rescued me !

I was his deadliest foe, and thus he proved

His fearless scorn. Ha ! ha ! but ho shall fail

To melt me into womanish feebleness.

There I stUl bafHe him—the grave shall seal

My Ups for ever—mortal shall not hear

Montalba say

—

"forgive
I"

[He dies.

Scene VI.

—

Another part of the Field.

Procida, Guido, and other Sicilians.

Pro. The day is ours; butho, thebraveunknown,

Who tum'd the tide of battle—he whose path

Was victory—who hath seen him 1

Alberti is brought in wounded and fettered.

Alb. Procida !

Pro. Be silent, traitor ! Bearhim from my sight.

Unto your deepest dungeons.

Alb. In the grave

A nearer homo awaits me. Yet one word

Ere my voice fail—thy son

Pro. Speak, speak !

Alb. Thy son

Knows not a thought of guilt. That trait'rous plot

Was mine alone. [lie is led away.

Pro. Attest it, earth and heaven !

My son is guiltless I Hear it, Sicily !

The blood of Procida is noble still !

My son ! He lives, ho lives ! His voice shall speak

Forgiveness to his sire 1 His name shall cast

Its brightness o'er my soul !

Gui. day of joy I
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The brother of my heart is worthy still

The lofty name he bears !

Anselmo enters.

Pro. Anselmo, welcome

!

In a glad hour we meet; for know, my sou

Is guiltless.

Am. And victorious ! By his arm
All hath been rescued.

Pro. How !—the unknown
Am. Was he

!

Thy noble Eaimond !—by Vittoria's hand
Freed from his bondage, in that awful horn-

When all was flight and terror.

Pro. Now my cup

Of joy too brightly mantles ! Let me press

My warrior to a father's heart—and die

;

For life hath naught beyond. Why comes he not?

Anselmo, lead me to my valiant boy

!

Ans. Temper this proud deUght.

Pro. What means that look?

He hath not fallen ?

And. He Uves.

Pro. Away, away

!

Bid the wide city with triumphal pomp
Prepare to greet her victor. Let this horn-

Atone for all his wrongs ! [Exeunt.

Scene VII.—Garden of a Cowvent.

Eaimond is led in wownded, leaning on Attendmits.

Maim. Bear me to no duU couch, but let me die

In the bright face of nature ! Lift my helm,

That I may look on heaven.

1st Att. {to 2d Attendant.) Lay him to rest

On this green sunny bank, and I will call

Some holy sister to his aid ; but thou

Return imto the field, for high-born men
There need the peasant's aid. [Exit 2d A ttendant.

{To Maim.) Here gentle hands
Shall tend thee, warrior ; for, in these retreats.

They dwell, whose vows devote tliem to the care

Of aU that suffer. May'st thou live to bless them

!

[Exit 1st Attendant.

Raim. Thus have I vrish'd to die ! 'Twas a

proud strife !

My father bless'd th' unknown who rescued him,

(Bless'd him, alas, because unknown !) and Guido,

Beside him bravely struggling, call'd aloud,

"Noble Sicilian, on !" Oh ! had they deem'd

'Twas I who led that rescue, they had spum'd
Mine aid, though 'twas deliverance; and their looks

Had fallen like blights upon me. There is one,

Whose eye ne'er tum'd on mine but its blue light

Grew softer, trembling through the dewy mist

Raised by deep tenderness ! Oh, might the soul.

Set in that eye, shine on me ere I perish !

-—Is't not her voice ?

Constance enters speaking to a Nim, who turns

into another path.

Con. Oh, happy they, kind sister !

Whom thus ye tend ; for it is theirs to fall

Withbravemen side by side, when the roused heart

Beats proudly to the last ! There are high souls

Whose hope was such a death, and 'tis denied !

[She approaches Raimond.

Young warrior, is there aught Thou here, my
Kaimond !

Thou here—and thus ! Oh ! is this joy or woe ?

Raim. Joy, be it joy! my own, my blessed love

!

E'en on the gi-ave's dim verge. Yes ! it is joy !

My Constance ! victors have been crown'd ere now,

With the green shining laurel, when their brows

Wore death's own impress—and it may be thus

E'en yet, with me ! They freed me, when the foe

Had half prevaU'd, and I have proudly eam'd.

With my heart's dearest blood, the meed to die

Within thine arms.

Con. Oh ! speak not thus—to die !

These wounds may yet be closed.

[She attempts to bind his wounds.

Look on me, love !

Why, there is more than life in thy glad mien

—

'Tis fuU of hope ! and from thy kindled eye

Breaks e'en unwonted light, whose ardent ray

Seems bom to be immortal

!

Raim. 'Tis e'en so !

The parting soul doth gather all her fires

Around her ; all her glorious hopes, and dreams,

And burning aspirations, to illume

The shado-\vy dimness of the untrodden path

Which lies before her ; and encircled thus.

Awhile she sits in dying eyes, and thence

Sends forth her bright farewell. Thy gentle cares

Are vain, and yet I bless them.

Con. Say not vain

;

The dying look not thus. We shall not part

!

Raim. I have seen death ere now, and known
him wear

Full many a changeful aspect.

Con. Oh ! but none

Radiant as thine, my warrior ! Thou wilt live !

Look round thee ! all is sunshine. Is not this

A smiling world ?

Raim. Ay, gentlest love ! a world

Of joyous beauty and magnificence.

Almost too fair to leave ! Yet must we lame
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Our ardent hearts to this ! Oh, weep thou not

!

There is no home for hberty, or love,

Beneath these festal skies I Be not deceived

;

My way lies far beyond ! I shall be soon

That viewless thing, which, with its mortal weeds

Castuig off meaner passions, yet, we trust,

Forgets not how to love 1

Con. And must this be ?

Heaven, thou art merciful !—Oh ! bid our souls

Depart together

!

Bairn. Constance ! there is strength

Within thy gentle heart, which hath been proved

Nobly, for me : arouse it once again !

Thy grief unmans mo—and I fain would meet

That which approaches, as a brave man yields

With proud submission to a mightier foe.

—It is upon me now !

Con. I will be calm.

Let thy head rest upon my bosom, Raimond,

And I will so suppress its quick deep sobs.

They shall but rock thee to thy rest. Tliere is

A world (ay, let us seek it !) where no blight

Falls on the beautiful rose of youth, and there

I shall be with thee soon !

Pbocida and Anselmo enter. Pbocida, on seeing

Raimond, slarts bach.

Ans. Lift up thy head.

Brave youth, exultingly ! for lo ! thine hour

Of glory comes ! Oh ! doth it come too late ?

E'en now the iivlse Alberti hath confess'd

That guilty plot, for which thy life was doom'd

To be th' atonement.

liaim. 'Tis enough ! Rejoice,

Rejoice, my Constance ! for I leave a name

O'er which thou may'st weep proudly !

[He e'mla bach.

To thy breast

Fold me yet closer, for an icy dart

Hath touch'd my veins.

Con. And must thou leave me, Raimond ?

Alas ! thine eye grows dim—its wandering glance

Is full of dreams.

Bairn. Haste, haste, and tell my father

I was no traitor I

Pro. (rushingforward.) To thy father's heart

Return, forgiving all thy wrongs—return !

Speak to me, Raimond !—thou wert ever kind.

And brave, and gentle ! Say that all the past

Shall be forgiven ! That word from none but thee

My lips e'er ask'd.—Speak to me once, my boy.

My pride, my hope ! And it is with thee thus ?

Look on me yet !—Oh ! must this woe be borne ?

Raim. Offwiththisweightof chains ! itisnotmeet

For a crown'd conqueror !—Hark ! the trumpet's

voice !

[A sound of triumphant mutic it heard gror

dually approaching.

Is't not a thrilling call 1 What drowsy spell

Benumbs me thus ?—Hence ! I am free again I

Now swell your festal strains—the field is won !

Sing to mo glorious dreams. [He dies.

Ans. The strife is past

;

There fled a noble spirit !

CoH. Hush ! ho .sleeps

—

Disturb him not !

Ans. Alas I this is no sleep

From which the eye doth radiantly unclose

:

Bow down thy soul, for earthly hope is o'er !

[The music continues approaching. GuiDO

enters with Citizens and Soldiers.

Gui. The shrines are deck'd, the festive torches

blaze

—

Where is our brave deliverer ? Wo are come

To crown Palermo's victor !

Ana. Ye come too late.

The voice of human praise doth send no echo

Into the world of spirits. [The music ceases.

Pro. {after a pause.) Is this dust

I look on—Raimond 1 'Tis but a sleep !—a smile

On his pale cheek sits proudly. Riimond, wake

!

Oh, God ! and tliis was his triumphant day !

My son, my injured son !

Con. (starting.) Art thou his father ! [eye,

I know thee now.—Hence ! with thy dark stem

Andthycold heart ! Thou canst notwakehimnow

!

Away ! ho will not answer but to me

—

For none like me hath loved him ! He is mine !

Ye shall not rend him from me.

Pro. Oh ! he knew [more !

Thy love, poor maid ! Shrink from me now no

He knew thy heart—^but who shall tell him now
The depth, th' intenseness, and the agony.

Of my Buppress'd affection 1 I have learn'd

All his high worth in time to deck his grave.

Is there not power in the strong spirit's woe
To force an answer from the viewless world

Of the departed 1 Raimond!—speak !— forgive !

Raimond ! my victor, my deliverer ! hear !

—AVhy, what a world is this ! Truth ever burets

On the dark soul too late : and glory crowns

Til' unconscious dead. There comes an hour to

break

The mightiest hearts !—My son 1 my son ! is this

A day of triumph ! Ay, for thee alone !

[He throws himself upon the body of Raimokd.

CurtainfalU.
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ANNOTATIONS ON THE ** VESPERS OF PALERMO."

** The Vespers of Palermo was tlie eifl-liest of the dmmatic

productions of our author. The period in wliich the scene is

laid, is sufficiently known from the title of the play. The

whole is full of life and action. The same high strain of moral

propriety marks tliia piece as all others of her writings. The

hero is an enthusiast for glory, for liberty, and for virtue :

and on his courage, his forbearance, the integrity of his love,

making the firnniess of his patriotism appear doubtful, rests

the interest of the plot. It is worthy of remark, that some of

its best parts have already found their way into an excellent

selection of pieces for schools, and thus contribute to give

lessons of morality to those who are most susceptible of the

interest of tragedy.

*' It may not be so generally remembered, that the same

historical event was made the subject of a French tragedy,

about tlie same time tliat the English one was written, and

by a poet now of great popularity in France. We hesitate

not to give the preference to Mrs Ilemans, for invention and

interest, accurate delineation of character, and adherence to

probability. Both the tragedies are written in a style of

finished elegance."

—

Professor Norton eniV'tfr^vljnenraH

iJoJiew, 1827.

It was in 1821, as mentioned in the prefatory note, that

Mrs Hemans composed The Vespers ofPalermo, and that the

MS. was handed over to the Managing Committee of Covent

Garden. Two years elapsed before her doubts regarding its

fate were removed, and tlie result was as follows. In giving

it here, let the reader remember, meanwhile, that we are

carried forward, for the space of time mentioned, beyond the

pale of our literary chronology :

—

*• After innumerable delays, uncertainties, and anxieties,"

writes her sister, " the fateofthe tragedy, so longin abeyance,

was now drawing toa crisis. Every thing connected with its ap-

proaching representation was calculated to raise the highest

hopes of success. ' A 11 is going on ,' writes Mrs Ilemans on the

27th November, ' as well as I could possibly desire. Only a

short time ^vill yet elapse before the ordeal is over. I received

a message yesterday from Mr Kemble, informing me of the

unanimous opinion df the green room conclave in favour of

the piece, and exhorting me to '* be of good courage."

Murray has given me two hundred guineas for the copyright

of the '* tragedy, drama, poem, composition, or book," as it

is called in the articles wliich I signed yesterday. The ma-

nagersmade exceptions to the name of Procida—why or where-

fore I know not ; and out of several others which I proposed to

them, The Vespers of Palermo has been finally chosen.*

*' Under these apparently favourable auspices, the piece

was produced at Covent Garden on the night of December

12, 1823, the principal characters being taken by Mr Young,
Mr C. Kemble, Mr Yates, Mrs Bartley, and Miss F. H. Kelly.

Two days had to elapse before the news of its reception couM
reach St Asaph. Not only Mrs Ilemans's o\vn family, but

all !ier more immediate friends and neighbours, were wrought

up to a pitch of intense expectation. Various newspapers

were ordered expressly for the occasion, and the post-office

was besieged at twelve o'clock at night, by some of the more
zealous of her friends, eager to he the first heralds of the

triumph so undoubtingly anticipated. The boys had worked

themselves up into an uncontrollable state of excitement, and
were all lying awake 'to hear about mamma's play;' and
perhaps her bitterest moment of mortification was, when she

went up to their bedsides, which she nerved herself to do almost

Immediately, to announce that all their bright visions were

dashed to the ground, and that the perfonnaDce bad ended

in all but a failure. Tlie reports in the newspapers were

strangely contradictory, and, in some instances, exceedingly

illiberal : but all which were written in anytiiing like an un-

biassed tone, concurred entirely with the private accounts,

not merely of partial friends, l)ut of perfectly unprejudiced

observers, in attributing this most unexpected result to tlie

inefiiciency of the actress who personated Constance, and

who absolutely seemed to be under the infiuence of some

infatuating spell, calling down hisses, and even hiugliter, on

scenes tlie most pathetic and affecting, and, to crown all,

di/inff ffratuitotisli/ &t the close of the piece. The acti?ig of

Young and Kemble in the two Procidi, was universally pro-

nounced to have been beyond all prai.'^e, and their sustained

exertions showed a determination to do all possible justice to

the autlior. It was admitted that, at the fall of the curtain,

applause decidedly predominated : still the marks of disap-

probation were too strong to be disregarded by the managers,

who immediately decided upon withdrawing the piece, till

another actress should have fitted liersclf to undertake the

part of Constance, wlien they fully resolved to reproduce it.

Mrs Hemans herself was very far from wishing that this fresh

experiment should be made. * Mr Kemble,' writes she to a

friend, * will uotheur of The Vespers being tirWen off the stage.

It is to be reproduced as soon as Miss Foote, who is now un-

well, shall be sufficiently recovered to learn her part ; but

I cannot tell you how I shrink, after the fiery ordeal through

which I have passed, from such another trial. Mr Kemble

attributes tlie failure, without the slightest hesitation, to what

he delicately calls " a singularity of intonation in one of the

actresses." I have also heard from Mr Miiman, Mr J. T.

Coleridge, and several others, with whom there is but one

opinion as to the cause of the disaster.'

** Few would, perhaps, have borne so unexpected a reverse

with feelings so completely untinged with bitterness, or with

greater readiness to turn for consolation to the kindness and

sympathy which poured in upon her from every side. It

would be doing her injustice to witlihold her letter to Mr
Miiman, written in the first moments of disappointment.

' Wronwvlfi, Dec-. 16. 1823,

*'
' My drar Sir,—It is difficult to part with the hopes of

three years, without some painful feelings ; but your kind

letter has been of more service to me than I can attempt to

describe. I will not say tliat it revives my hopes of success,

because I think it better that I should fix my mind to pre-

vent those hopes from gaining any ascendency ; but it sets in

so clear a light the causes of failure, that my disappointment

has been greatly softened by its perusal. The many friends

from whom I have heard on this occasion, express but one

opinion. As to Miss Kelly's acting, and its fatal effect on

the fortunes of the piece, I cannot help thinking that it will

be impossible to counteract the unfavoural)le impression which

this must have produced, and I almost wish, as far as relates

to my own private feelings, that the attempt may not be

made. I shall not, however, interfere in any way on the

subject. I have not heard from Mr Kemble ; but I have

written botli to him and to Mr Young, to express my grate-

ful sense of their splendid exertions in support of the piece.

As a female, I cannot help feeling rather depressed by the

extreme severity with which I have been treated in the morn-

ing papers. I know not why this should be, for I am sure

I should not have attached the slightest value to their praise;

but I suppose it is only a proper chastisement for my teme-

rity—for a female who shrinks from such things has certainly

no business to write tragedies.
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** * For your support and ajulstance, as well ns tliat of my
other friends, I cannot be too grateful ; nor can I ever consider

any transaction of my life unfortunate, which lias given me
the privilege of calling you a friend, and aflbrded me the

recollection of so much long-tried kindness.—Ever believe

me, my dear sir, most faithfully, your obliged

•' * F. Hbhans.*

"Notwithstanding the determination of the managers again

to bring forward Tfie Vesiters^ a sort of fatality seemed to

attend upon it, and some fresh obstacle was continually arising

to prevent the luckless Constance from obtaining an efficient

representative on the London stage. Under these circum-

stances, Mr Kemble nt length confessed that he could not

recommend the reproduction of the piece ; and Mrs Uemans
acquiesced in the decision, with feelings which partook rather

of relief than of disappointment. She never ceased to speak

hi the warmest terms of Mr Keniblc's libenil and gentlemanly

conduct, both before and after the nppearance of the piece, and

of his surpassing exertions at tlie thne of its representation.

" It was with no small degree of surprise that, in the

course of the followinjj rebrniiry, she learned, through the

medium of a letter from Mrs Joanna llaillie, ^ that the

tragedy was shortly to be represented at the Edinburgh theatre

—Mrs Jlenry Siddons undertaking the part of Constance.

The play w;is brought out on the 5th of April, and the fol-

lowing particulars of ita reception, transmitted by one of the

zealous friends wlio had been instrumental in this arrange-

ment, will prove how well their kindly intentions were fultilled

:

*• * The tragedy went off in a style which exceeded our most

sanguine expectations, and was announced for repetition on

Wednesday, amidst thunders of applause. The actors seem

to have done wonders, and every one api»eared to strain every

nerve, as if all depended on his own exertions. Vandenhotf

was the elder, and Calcraft the younger Trocida. The first

recognition between father and son, wiis acted by them to

such perfection, that one of the most hearty and unanhuous

plaudits followed that ever was heard.

1 Though Mrs Hemans had never the advantage of being penonall;

known to this gifted and excellent lady, the occanlnnnl interchange of

letten which, from this time forward, waa kept up between them, was

regarded as one of the mi>st valuable privileges she possessed. It was

always delightful to her when she could love the character, as well as

admire the talents, ofa celebrated author ; and never, lurel)', was there

an example better fitted to call forth the willing tribute of veneration,

both towards the woman and the poetess. In one of her letters to Mrs

UallUe, Mrs Ilemani thus apologised for indulging In a strain of egotism.

•• • Every reappearance of the gentle Constance won the

S[)ectators more and more. The scene in the judgment-liall

carried oflf tlie audience into perfect illusion, and handker-

chiefs were out in every quarter. Mrs Siddons's searching

the faces of the judges, which she did in a wild manner, as if

to tind Raimond's fatlier was to save him, was perfect,

she flew round the circle—went, as if distracted, close up to

judge after judge—paused before Procida, and fell prostrate

at his feet. The effect was magical, and was manifested by

three repeated bursts of applause.'

*' A neatly tunied and witty epilogue, surmised, though

not declared, to be the production of Sir Walter Scott, was

recited by Mrs H. Siddons. When deference toa/t'wafcwas

there laid claim to, loud bursts of applause ensued; but when

generosity to a stranger was bespoken, the house absolutely

rang with huzzas."

'•'I knew how much you would rejoice,* WTote Mrs
Ilemans to a warm-hearted friend, ' in the issue of my Edin-

burgh trial ; it has, indeed, been most gratifying, and I think,

amongst the pleasantest of its results I may reckon a letter

from Sir Walter Scott, of which it has put me in possession.

I liad ^vritten to thank him for the kindness he had shown

with regard to the play, and hardly expected an answer ; but

it came, and you would be delighted with its frank and un-

affected kindliness, lie acknowledges the epilogue, " stuffed,"

as he says it was, '* with parish jokes, and bad puns ;
" and

courteously says, that his country folks have done more credit

to themselves than to me, by their reception of Tlit: Vespers.'

** To another uncompromising champion she wTote :—' I

must beg you will " bear our faculties meekly :
" you really

seem to be rather in an intoxicated state; and if we indulge

ourselves in this way, I am afraid we shall have something to

sober us. I dare say I must expect some slmrp criticism from

Edinburgh ere all this is over ; but any thing which deserves

the name of criticism 1 can bear. I believe I could point out

more faults in The Vespers myself than any one has done

yet.' "—Memoir, pp. (iy-76.

which the nature of their acquaintance might scarcely seem to justify.

—"The kindly warmth of heart which seems to breathe over all your

writings, and the pwwer of early association over my mind, mak« m«
feel, whenever I address you, as if I were wTitlng to a friend."

It would have been very dear to her could she have foreseen how
graciou*ly that " kindly warmth of heart " would be extended to those

of her children, who are more fortunate than herself. In enjoying the

personal intercourse she would have prized so highly.

STANZAS TO THE MEMOEY OF

GEOKGE THE THIRD.

" Among inan; nations wa. there no Kins like him."—NFnifMiAn.
" Know ye not that then ia a prince and a great man (alien this day

in Israel ? "— SAHtiai..

Another warning sound ! Tho faneral bell,

Startling the cities of the isle once more

With measured tones of melancholy swell,

Strikes on th' awaken'd heart from shore to

shore.

He at whose coming monarclis sink to dust,

The chambers of our palaces hath trod

;

And the long-suffering spirit of the just,

Pure from its ruins, hath retum'd to God !

Yet may not England o'er her father weep :

Thoughts to her bosom crowd, too many, and too

deep.

Vain voice of Reason, hush I—they yet must flow.

The unrostrain'd, involuntary tears

;

A thousand feelings sanctify the woe.

Roused by the glorious shades of vanish'd yeara

Tell us no more 'tis not the time for grief.

Now that the exile of the soul is past,

And Death, blest messenger of heavens relief,

Hath borne the wanderer to his rest at last

;



188 STANZAS TO THE MEMORY OF GEORGE III.

For him, eternity hath tenfold day : [way.

We feel, we know, 'tis thus—yet nature will have

What though amidst us, like a blasted oak,

Sadd'ning the scene where once it nobly reign'd,

A dread memorial of the lightning stroke,

Stamp'd with its fiery record, he remain'd

;

Around that shatter'd tree still fondly clung

Th' undying tendrils of our love, which drew

Fresh nurture from its deep decay, and sprung

Luxuriant thence, to Glory's ruin true

;

While England hung her trophies on the stem.

That desolately stood, imconscious e'en of them.

Of them unconscious ! Oh, mysterious doom !

Who shall unfold the counsels of the skies 'i

His was the voice which roused, as from the tomb.

The realm's high soul to loftiest energies !

His was the spirit o'er the isles which threw

The mantle of its fortitude ; and wrought

In every bosom, powerful to renew

Each dying spark of pure and generous thought

;

The star of tempests ! beaming on the mast,^

The seaman's torch of Hope, midst perils deepen-

ing fast.

Then fromth' unslumbering influence of his worth.

Strength, as of inspiration, fiU'd the land

;

A young but quenchless flame went brightly forth.

Kindled by him—who saw it not expand !

Such was the will of heaven. The gifted seer.

Who with his God had communed, face to face.

And from the house of bondage and of fear.

In faith victorious, led the Chosen Race
;

He through the desert and the waste their guide,

Saw dimly from afar the promised land—and died.

full of days and virtues ! on thy head

Centred the woes of many a bitter lot

;

Fathers have sorrow'd o'er their beauteous dead.

Eyes, quench'd in night, the sunbeam have for-

got;

Minds have striven buoyantly with evil years,

And sunk beneath their gathering weight at

length

;

But Pain for thee had fiU'd a cup of tears.

Where every anguish mingled all its strength
;

By thy lost child we saw thee weeping stand.

And shadows deep around fell from th' Eternal's

hand.

^ The glittering meteor, like a star, which often appears

about a ship during tempests ; if seen upon tlie main-mast,

U considered by tlie sailors as an omen of good weather.

—

See Dampier's Voyages.

Then came the noon of glory, which thy dreams

Perchance of yore had faintly prophesied

;

But what to tliee. the splendour of its beams 1

The ice-rock glows not midst the summer's

pride !

Nations leap'd up to joy—as streams that burst,

At the warm touch of spring, their frozen chain,

And o'crthe plains, whose verdure once thy nursed.

Roll in exulting melody again ;

And bright o'er earth the long majestic line

Of England's triumphs swept, to rouse all hearts

—but thine.

Oh ! what a dazzling vision, by the veil

That o'er thy spirit hung, was shut from thee.

When sceptred chieftains throng'd with palms to

hail

The crowning isle, th' anointed of the sea

!

Within thy palaces the lords of earth

Met to rejoice—rich pageants glitter'd by,

And stately revels imaged, in their mirth,

The old magnificence of chivalry.

They reach'd not thee—amidst them, yet alone,

Stillness and gloom begirt one dim and shadowy

throne.

Yet there was mercy still ! If joy no more

Within that blasted circle might intrude.

Earth had no gi'ief, whose footstep might pass o'er

The silent limits of its solitude !

If all unheard the bridal song awoke

Our hearts' full echoes, as it swell'd on high

;

Alike unheard the sudden dirge, that broke

On the glad strain, with dread solemnity !

If the land's rose unheeded wore its bloom.

Alike unfelt the storm that swept it to the tomb.

And she who, tried through all the stormy past

—

Severely, deeply proved, in many an hour

—

Watch'd o'er thee, firm and faithful to the last,

Sustain'd, inspired, by strong afi'ection's power

;

If to thy soul her voice no music bore

—

If thy closed eye and wandering spirit caught

No light from looks, that fondly would explore

Thy mien, for traces of responsive thought

;

Oh ! thou wert spared the pang, that would have

thrill'd

Thine inmost heart, when death that anxious

bosom stUl'd.

Thy loved ones fell aroimd thee. Manhood's prime,

Youth with its glory—in its fulness, age—

•

All, at the gates of their eternal clime

Lay down, and closed their mortal pilgrimage

;
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The land wore ashoa for its pcrish'd flowers.

The grave's imperial hai'vest. Thou meanwhile

Didst walk unconscious through thy royal towera.

The one that wept not in the tearful isle !

As a tired warrior, on his battle-plain.

Breathes deep in dreams amidst the mourners

and the slain.

And who can tell what visions might be thine ]

The stream of thought, though broken, still

was pure

!

Still o'er that wave the stars ofheaven might shine

Where earthly image would no more endure !

Though many a step, of once familiar sound,

Came as a stranger's o'er tliy closing ear,

And voices breathed forgotten tones around.

Which that paternal heart once thrill'd to hear

:

The mind hath senses of its own, and powers

To people boundless worlds, in its most wander-

ing hours.

Nor might the phantoms to thy spirit known
Be dark or wild, creations of remorse

;

Unstain'd by thee, the blameless past had thrown

No fearful shadows o'er the future's course :

For thee no cloud, from memory's dread abyss,

Might shape such forms as haunt the tyrant's

eye;

And, closing up each avenue of bliss.

Murmur their summons, to " despair and die !"

No ! e'en though joy depart, though reason cease,

Still virtue's ruin'd home is redolent of peace.

They might be with thee still—the loved, the tried,

The fair, the lost—they might be mth thee still

!

More softly seen, in radiance puriiied

From each dim vapour of terrestrial ill.

Long after earth received them, and the note

Of the last requiem o'er their dust was pour'd.

As passing sunbeams o'er thy soul might float

Those forms, from us withdrawn—to thee re-

stored !

Spirits of holiness, in light reveal'd,

To commune with a mind whose source of tears

was seal'd.

Came they with tidings from the worlds above.

Those viewless regions where the weary rest 1

Sever'd from earth, estranged from mortal love,

Was thy mysterious converse with the blest ?

Or shone their visionary presence bright

With human beauty t—did their smiles renew

Those days of sacred and serene delight,

When fairest beings in thy pathway grew 1

Oh ! heaven hath balm for every wound it makes,

Healing the broken heart; it smites, but ne'er

forsakes.

These may be fantasies—and this alone,

Of all wo picture in our dreams, is sure

;

That rest, made perfect, is at length thine own,

Rest, in thy God immortally secure !

Enough fortranquil faith ; released from all [brow,

The woes that graved heaven's lessons on thy

No cloud to dim, no fetter to enthrall,

Haply thine eye is on thy people now
;

Whose love around thee still its offerings shed,

Though vainly sweet, as flowers, grief's tribute to

the dead.

But if th' ascending, disembodied mind,

Borne on the wings of morning to the skies,

May cast one glance of tenderness behind

On scenes once hallow'd by its mortal ties.

How much hast thou to gaze on ! All that lay

By the dark mantle of thy soul conceal'd

—

The might, the majesty, the proud array

Of England's march o'er many a noble field

—

All spread beneath thee, in a blaze of light.

Shine like some glorious land view'd from an

Alpine height.

Away, presumptuous thought ! Departed saint

!

To thy freed vision what can earth- display

Of pomp, of royalty, that is not faint,

Seen from the birth-place of celestial day!

Oh ! pale and weak the sun's reflected rays.

E'en in their fervour of meridian heat.

To him who in the sanctuary may gaze

On the bright cloud that fills the mercy-seat

!

And thou may'st view, from thy divine abode.

The dust of empires flit before a breath of God. .

And yet we mourn thee ! Yes, thy place is void

Within our hearts ! there veil'd thine image dwelt.

But cherish'd stUl ; and o'er that tie destroy'd.

Though faith rej oiee, fond nature still mustmelt.

Beneath the long-loved sceptre of thy sway.

Thousands were bom, who now in dust repose;

And many a head, with years and sorrows gray.

Wore youth's bright tresses when thy star ai'ose

;

And many a glorious mmd, since that fair dawn.

Hath fill'd our sphere with light, now to its source

withdrawn.

Earthquakes have rock'd the nations : things

revered,

Th' ancestral fabrics of the world, went down
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In ruins, from whoso stones Ambition reai''d

His lonely pyramid of dread renown.

But when the fires that long had alumber'd, pent

Deep in men's bosoms, with volcanic force.

Bursting their prison-house, each bulwark rent.

And swept each holy barrier from tlieir course,

Firm and unmoved, amidst that lava-flood.

Still, by thine arm upheld, our ancient landmarks

stood.

Be they eternal !—be thy children found

Still to their country's altars true like thee !

And while " the name of Briton " is a sound

Of rallying music to the brave and free,

With the high feelings at the word which swell,

To make the breast a shrine for Freedom's flame.

Be mingled thoughts of him who loved so well,

Who left so pure, its heritage of fame !

Let earth with trophiesguard the conqueror's dust,

Heaven in our souls embalms the memory of the

just.

All else shall pass away !—the thrones of kings.

The very traces of their tombs depart

;

But number not with perishable things

The holy records Vutue leaves the heart.

Heir-looms from race to race ! And oh ! in days

When, by the yet unborn, thy deeds are blest,

When our sons learn "as household words" thy

praise,

Still on thine ofispring may tiiy spirit rest

!

And many a name of that imperial line,

Father and patriot ! blend, in England's songs,

with thine*!

[" The last poem is to the memory of his late Majesty

:

unlike courtly themes in general, this is one of the deepest

and most lasting interest. Buried as the King had long heen

in mental and visual darkness, and dead to the common joys

of the world, his death, perhaps, did not occasion the shock,

or the piercing sorrow which we have felt on some other

public losses ; but the heart must be cold indeed that could,

on reflection, regard the whole fortune and fate of that vene-

rable, gallant, tender-hearted, and pious man, without a

more than common sympathy. There was something in his

character so truly national—his very errors were of so amiable

a kind, his excellences bore so high a stamp, his nature was

so genuine and unsophisticated, he stood in his splendid

court, amidst liis largo and fine family, so true a husband,

80 good a fatlier, so safe an example— he so thoroughly

understood the feelings, and so duly appreciated the virtues,

even the uncourtly virtues of his subjects—and, with all this,

the sorrows from heaven rained down upon his head m so

* pitiless and pelting a storm : * all these—his high qualities

and unparalleled suflFerings—form such a subject for poetry,

as nothing, we should imagine, but its difficulty and the

expectation attending it, would prevent from being seized

upon by the greatest poets of the day, AVe will not say that

Mrs Ilemans has filled the whole canvass as it might have

been filled, but imquestionably her poem is beyond all com-

parison with any which we have seen on the subject ; it is

full of fine and pathetic passages, and it leads us up through

all the dismal colourings of the foreground to that bright and
consoling prospect which should close every Christian's reflec-

tions on such a matter. An analysis of so short a poem is

wholly unnecessary, and we have already transgressed our

limits ; we will, therefore, give but one extract of that sooth-

ing nature alluded to, and release our readers:^

' Yet was there mercy still ! Ifjoy no more,' etc,

**Itis time to close this article.^ Our readers will have

seen , and we do not deny, that we have been much interested

by our subject. Who or what Mrs Ilemans is, we know not

:

we have been told that, like a poet of antiquity

—

' Tristia viUe

Solatur cantu,'

If it be so, land the most sensible hearts are not uncommonly

nor unnaturally the most bitterly wounded,) slie seems, from

the tenor of her writings, to bear about her a higher and a

surer balsam than the praises of men, or even the 'sacred

muse* herself can impart. Still there is a pleasure, an inno-

cent and an honest pleasure, even to a wounded spirit, in

fame fairly earned ; and such fame as may wait upon our

decision, we freely and conscientiously bestow. In our

opinion, all her poems are elegant and pure in thought and

language ; her later poems are of higher promise, they are

vigorous, picturesque, and pathetic."— QuarUrly Jteviciv,

vol. xxiv.]

I This critique, from the pen of the venerable and distinguished

Editor, William Cifford, Ksq., comprehended strictures on "The
Restoration of the Works of Art to Italy,"— "Tales and Historic

Scenes in Terse," — " Translations ftom Camoeni," etc.,— " The
Sceptic," and " Stanzas to the Memory of the late King."
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TALES AND HISTORIC SCENES.
SECOND SERIES.

[After tlie first collection of Iier Tales and ITistoric Scenes, it is pretty evident tliat Mrs Ilemans contemplated a second

series, iilthough her design was never so extensively citrritd out as to induce the publication of iinotlier volume under the

same title. But, as the compositions we refer to all belong to tliis period of our author's literary progress, we have ventured

not only so to class, but so to christen them, ns Malachi Malgrowther would sjiy, '* for uniformity's sake."

THE MAREMMA.
[*' Nbllo dki,i.a Piktba had espoused a lady of noble

family at Sienna, named Madonna Pia. Her beauty was

the adminition of Tuscany, and excited in tlie heart of her

husband a jealousy, whieli, exasperated by false reports and
groundless suspicions, at lengtli drove him to the desperate

resolution of Othello. It is ditiicult to decide whether the

lady was quite innocent, but so Dante represents her. Her
husband brought her into the fll.iremma, which, then as

now, was a district destructive of health. He never told his

unfortunate wife the reason of her banishment to so danger-

ous a country. He did not deign to utter complaint or accu-

sation. He lived with her alone, in cold silence, without

answering her questions, or listening to lier remonstrances.

He patiently waited till the pestilential au* sitould destroy the

health of this young lady. In a few months she died.

Some chronicles, indeed, tell us that Nello used the dagger

to hasten lier death. It is certain tli.it he survived Iter,

plunged in sadness and perpetual silence. Dante had, in

this incident, all the materials' of an ample and very poetical

narrative. But he bestows on it only four verses. He meets

in Purgatory three spirits. One was a captain who fell fight-

ing on the same side with him in the battle of Campiildino

;

the second, a gentleman assassinated by the treachery of tlie

House of Este ; the third was a woman unknown to tlie poet,

and who, after the others had spoken, turned towards hinr

with these words ;

—

fiecorditf df me ; ohe son la Tia,

Sienna mi ft, diBfeeemi Maremma,
Salli colul clie inanellAta pria

DiipoBando m' avea con la lua gemma.' "

PcRoATORio, cant. V.—Edinburph Revietc, No. Ivii.]

There are bright scenes beneath ItaUiin skies,

Where glowing suns there purest hght diffuse.

Uncultured flowers in wild profusion rise.

And nature lavishes her warmest hues

;

But trust thou not her smile, her balmy breath

—

Away ! her charms are but the pomp of Death !

He in the vine-clad bowers, unseen, is dwelling.

Where the cool shade its freshness rotmd thee

throws

;

His voice, in every perfumed zephyr swelling.

With gentlest whisper lures thee to repose

;

And the soft sounds that through the foliage sigh

But woo thee still to slumber and to die.

Mysterious danger lurks, a syren there,

Not robed in terrors, or announced in gloom.

But stealing o'er thee in the scented air,

And veil'd in flowers, that smile to deck thy tomb;

How may wo deem, amidst their deep array,

That heaven and earth but flatter to betray 1

Sunshine, and bloom, and verdure ! Can it be

That these but charm us with destructive wiles?

Where shall we turn, Nature, if in thee

Danger is mask'd in beauty—death in smiles 1

Oh I still the Circe of that fatal shore, [yore !

Where she, the Sun's bright daughter, dwelt of

There, year by year, that secret peril spreads,

Disguised in loveliness, its baleful reign,

And viewless blights o'er many a landscape sheds,

Gay with the riches of the south, in vain

;

O'er fairy bowers and palaces of state

Passing unseen, to leave them desolate.

And pillar'd halls, whose airy colonnades

Were form'd to echo music's choral tone,

Are silent now, amidst deserted shades.

Peopled by sculpture's graceful forms alone
;

And fountains dash unheard, by lone alcoves,

Neglected temples, and forsaken groves.

And there, where marble nymphs, in beauty

gleaming.

Midst the deep shades of plane and cj-press rise.

By wave or grot might Fancy linger, dreaming

Of old Arcadia's woodland deities.

Wild visions !—there no sylvan powers convene

:

Death reigns the genius of th' Elysian scene.

Ye, too, illustrious hills of Rome ! that bear

Traces of mightier beings on your brow.

O'er you that subtle spirit of the air

Extends the desert of his empire now

;

Broods o'er the wrecks of altar, fane, and dome,

And makes the Csesars' ruin'd halls his home.

Youth, valour, beauty, oft h.ive felt his power.

His crown'd and chosen victims : o'er their lot

Hath fond affection wept—each blighted flower

In turn was loved and mourn'd, and is forgot.

But one who perish'd, left a tale of woe,

Meet for as deep a sigh as pity can bestow.

A voice of music, from Sienna's walls,

Is floating joyous on the summer air

;

And there are banquets in her stately halls,

And graceful revels of the gay and fair,
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And brilliant wreaths the altar have array'd,

Where meet her noblest youth and loveliest maid.

To that young bride each gi-ace hath Nature given

Which glows on Art's divinest dream : her eye

Hath a pure sunbeam of her native heaven

—

Her cheek a tinge of morning's richest dye

;

Fair as that daughter of the south, whose form

Still breathes and charms, in Vinci's colourswarm.'

But is she blest ?—for sometimes o'er her smile

A soft sweet shade of pensiveness is cast

;

And in her liquid glance there seems awhile

To dwell some thought whose soul is with the past

;

Yet soon it flies—a cloud that leaves no trace,

On the sky's azure, of its dwelling-place.

Perchance, at times, within her heart may rae

Remembrance of some early love or woe,

Faded, yet scarce forgotten—in her eyes

Wakening the half-formed tear that may not flow.

Yet radiant seems her lot as aught on earth.

Where still some pining thought comes darkly o'er

our mirth.

The world before her smiles—its changeful gaze

She hath not proved as yet ; her path seems gay

With flowers and sunshine, and the voice of praise

Is still the joyous herald of her way

;

And beauty's light around her dwells, to throw
O'er every scene its own resplendent glow.

Such is the young Bianca—gi-aced with all

That nature, fortune, youth, at once can give

;

Pure in their loveliness, her looks recall

Such dreams as ne'er life's early bloom survive ;

Andwhen she speaks, each thriUing tone is fraught

With sweetness,bomofhighand heavenly thought.

And he to whom are breathed her vows of faith

Is brave and noble—child of high descent.

He hath stood fearless in the ranks of death.

Mid slaughter'd heaps, the warrior's monument

;

And proudly marshall'd his carroccio's^ way
Amidst the wildest wreck of war's array.

And his the chivalrous commanding mien, [grace

;

Where high-born grandeur blends with courtly

Yet may a lightning glance at times be seen.

Of fiery passions, darting o'er his face,

> An allusion to Leonardo da Vinci's picture of his wife

Mona Lisa, supposed to be tlie most perfect imitation of

nature ever exliibited in painting.

^ A sort of consecrated war-chariot.

And fierce the spirit kindling in his eye— [die.

But e'en while yet we gaze, its quick wild flashes

And calmly can Pietra smile, concealing.

As if forgotten, vengeance, hate, remorse

;

And veil the workings of each darker feeling,

Deep in his soul concentrating its force

;

But yet he loves—Oh ! who hath loved, nor known
Affection's power exalt the bosom all its own ?

The days roll on—and still Bianca's lot

Seems as a path of Eden. Thou mightst deem
That grief, the mighty chastener, had forgot

To wake her soul from life's enchanted dream

;

And, if her brow a moment's sadness wear.

It sheds but grace more intellectual there.

A few short years, and all is changed ; her fate

Seems with some deep mysterious cloud o'ercast.

Have jealous doubts transform'd to wrath and hate,

The love whose glow expression's power surpass'd 1

Lo ! on Pietra's brow a sullen gloom

Is gathering day by day, prophetic of her doom.

Oh ! can he meet that eye, of light serene,

'Whence the pure spirit looks in radiance forth.

And view that bright intelligence of mien

Fonn'd to express but thoughts of loftiest worth,

Yet deem that vice within that heart can reign 1

—How shall he e'er confide in aughton earth again]

In silence oft, with strange vindictive gaze,

Transient, yet fiU'd with meaning, stem and wild.

Her features, calm in beauty, he surveys.

Then turns away, and fixes on her chUd

So dark a glance as thrills a mother's mind
With some vague fear scarce own'd, and undefined.

There stands a lonely dwelling, by the wave
Of the blue deep which bathes Italia's shore.

Far from all sounds, but rippling seas that lave

Gray rocks with fohage richly shadow'd o'er.

And sighingwinds,that murmurthrough thewood.
Fringing the beach of that Hesperian flood.

Fair is that house of solitude—and fair

The green Maremma, far around it spread,

A sim-bright waste of beauty
; yet an air

Of brooding sadness o'er the scene is shed,

No human footstep tracks the lone domain,

The desert of luxiuiance glows in vain.

And silent are the marble halls that rise

'Mid founts, and cypress walks and olive groves :
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All sleep in sunshine, 'neath cerulean skies,

And still around the sea-breeze lightly roves

;

Yet every trace of man reveals alone,

That there life once hath flourish'd—and is gone.

There, till around them slowly, softly stealing,

The summer air, deceit in every sigh, [ing.

Came fraught with death, its power no sign revcal-

Thy sires, Pietra, dwelt in days gone by

;

And strains of mirth and melody have flow'd

Where stands, all voiceless now, the still abode.

And thither doth her Lord remorseless bear

Bianca with her child. His alter'd eye

And brow a stem and fearful calmness wear,

While his dark spirit seals their doom—to die
;

And the deep bodings of his victim's heart

Tell her from fruitless hope at once to part.

It is the summer's glorious prime—and blending

Its blue transparence with the skies, the deep,

Each tint of heaven upon its breast descending.

Scarce murmurs as it heaves in glassy sleep.

And on its wave reflects, more softly bright.

That lovely shore of solitude and Ught.

Fragrance in eachwai"m southern gale is breathing,

Deck'd with young flowers the rich Maremma
glows.

Neglected vines the trees are wildly wreathing.

And the fresh myrtle in exuberance blows.

And, far around, a deep and sunny bloom

Mantles the scene, as garlands robe the tomb.

Yes ! 'tis thy tomb, Bianca ! fairest flower !

The voice that calls thee speaks in every gale.

Which, o'er thee breathing with insidious power.

Bids the young roses of thy cheek turn pale

;

And fatal in its softness, day by day.

Steals from that eye some trembling spark away.

But sink not yet ; for there are darker woes.

Daughter of Beauty ! in thy spring-mom fading

—

Sufferings more keen for thee reserved, than those

Of lingeringdcath,whichthus thine eye areshading

!

Nerve then thy heart to meet that bitter lot

:

Tis agony—but soon to be forgot !

What deeper pangs maternal hearts can wring.

Than hourly to behold the spoiler's breath

Shedding, as mildews on the bloom of spring,

O'er Infancy's fair cheek the blight of death \

To gaze and shrink, as gathering shades o'ercast

The pale smooth brow, yet watch it to the last !

Such pangs were thine, young mother ! Thou
didst bend

O'er thy fair boy, and raise his drooping head

;

And faint and hopeless, far from every friend.

Keep thy sad midnight vigils near his bed.

And watch liis patient, supplicating eye

Fix'd upon thee—on thee !—who couldst no aid

supply

!

There was no voice to cheer thy lonely woe

Through those dark hours : to thee the wind's low

sigh.

And the faint murmur of the ocean's flow.

Came like some spirit whispering—"Hemust die
!"

And thou didst vainly clasp him to the breast.

His young and suimy smile so oft with hope had

blest.

'Tis past—that fearful trial !—he is gone !

But thou, sad mourner ! hast not long to weep

;

The hour of nature's charter'd peace comes on.

And thou shalt share thine infant's holy sleep.

A few short sufferings yet—and death shall be

As a bright messenger from heaven to thee.

But ask not—hope not—one relenting thought

From him who doom'd thee thus to waste away.

Whose heart, with sullen, speechless vengeance

fraught.

Broods in dark triumph o'er thy slow decay

;

And coldly, sternly, silently can trace

The gradual withering of each youthful grace.

And yet the day of vain remorse shall come.

When thou, bright victim ! on his dreams shalt rise

As an accusing angel—and thy tomb,

A martyr's shrine, be hallow'd in his eyes 1

Then shall thine innocence his bosom wring.

More than thy fancied guilt with jealous pangs

could sting.

Lift thy meek eyes to heaven—for all on earth,

Yovmg sufferer ! fadesbeforethee. Thouartlone:

Hope, Fortune, Love, smiled brightly on thy birth.

Thine hour of death is all Aflliction's own !

It is our task to suffer—and our fate

To learn that mighty lesson, soon or late.

The season's glory fades—the vintage lay

Through joyous Italy resounds no more

;

But mortal loveliness hath pass'd away.

Fairer than aught in summer's glowing store.

Beauty and youth are gone—behold them such

As death hath madethemwith bis blighting touch I
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The Bummer's breath came o'er them—and they

died !

Softly it came to give luxuriance birth,

Call'd forth young nature in her festal pride,

But bore to them their summons from the earth !

Again shall blow that mild, delicious breeze,

And wake to life and light all flowers—but these.

No sculptured urn, nor verse thy virtues telling,

lost and loveliest one ! adorns thy grave
;

But o'er that humble cypress-shaded dwelling

The dew-drops glisten and the wild-flowers wave

—

Emblems more meet, in transient light and bloom,

For thee, who thus didst pass in brightness to the

tomb

!

A TALE OF THE SECRET TRIBUNAL.

[The Secret Tribunal, i which attained such formidable

power towards the close of the fourteenth century, is men-

tioned in history as an institution publicly known so early as

in the year 1211. Its members, who were called Free Judges,

were unknown to the people, and were bound by a tremen-

dous oath, to deliver up their dearest friends and relatives,

without exception, if they had committed any offence cog-

nisable by the tribunal. They were also under an obligation

to relate all they knew concerning the affair, to cite the

accused, and, in case of his condemnation, to pursue and put

him to death wherever he might be met with. The proceed-

ings of this tribunal were carried on at night, and witli the

greatest mystery ; and tliough it was usual to summon a

culprit three times before sentence was passed, yet persons

obnoxious to it were sometimes accused and condemned

without any citation. After condemnation, it was almost

impossible for any ope to escape the vengeance of the Free

Judges, for their commands set thousands of assassins in

motion, who had sworn not to spare the life of their nearest

relation, if required to sacrifice it, but to execute tlie decrees

of the Order with the most devoted obedience, even should

they consider the object of their pursuit as the most innocent

of men. Almost all persons of rank and fortune souglit

admission into the society ; there were Free Judges even

amongst the magistrates of the imperial cities, and every

prince had some of tlieir Order in his council. When a

member of this tribunal was not of himself strong enough to

seize and put to death a criminal, he was not to lose sight of

him until he met with a sufficient number of his comrades

for the purpose, and these were obliged, upon his making

certain signs, to lend him immediate assistance, without

asking any questions. It was usual to hang up the person

condemned, with a willow branch, to the first tree; but if

circumstances obliged them to despatch him with a poniard,

they left it in his body, that it miglit be known he had not

been assassinated, but executed by a Free Judge. All the

transactions of the Sages ot &ers (as they called themselves)

were enveloped in mystery, and it is even now unknown by

what signs they revealed themselves to each other. At length

their power became so extensive and redoubtable, that the

1 See the works of Baron Bock, and Professor Kramer.

Princes of the Empire found it necessary to unite their exer-

tions for its suppression, in which they were at length suc-

cessful.

The following account of this extraordinary association b
gi\en by Madame de Stafil:

—"Dea juges myst^rieux, iu-

connus I'un a I'autre, toujours masques, et se rassemblant

pendant la nuit, punissoient dans le silence, et gravoient

seulement sur le poignard qu'ils enfoncoient dans le sein du

coupable ce mot terrible : Tribunal Secret. lis pre-

venoient le condamnc, en faisant crier trois fois sous les

fenCtres de sa maison, Malheur, Mallieur, Maltieur .' Alors

r infortun^ savoit que par-tout, dans 1' Stranger, dans son

concitoyen, dans son parent m6me, il pouvoit trouver son

meurtrier. La solitude, la foule, les villes, les campagnes,

tout (itoit rempli par la presence invisible de cette conscience

arm(5e qui poursuivoit les criminels. On concoit comment

cette terrible institution pouvoit dtre n^cessaire, dans un

temps oil chaque homme ^toit fort centre tous, au lieu que

tous doivent €tre forts contre chacun. II falloit que la jus-

tice surprlt le criminel avantqu'il pOt s'en d^fendre; mais

cette punition qui planoit dans les airs comme una ombre

vengeresse, cette sentence mortelle qui pouvoit receler le sein

m§me d'un ami, frappoit d' une invincible terreur."—
VAUemagne^ vol. ii.]

KiGHT veil'd the mountains of the vine,

And storms had roused the foaming Rhine,

And, mingling with the pinewood's roar.

Its billows hoarsely chafed the shore.

While glen and cavern, to their moans

Gave answer with a thousand tones :

Then, as the voice of storms appall'd

The peasant of the Odenwald,^

Shuddering he deem'd, that, far on high,

'Twaa the wild huntsman rushing by.

Riding the blast with phantom speed,

With cry of hound and tramp of steed,

While his fierce train, as on they flew.

Their horns in savage chorus blew.

Till rock, and tower, and convent round.

Rang to the shrill unearthly soimd.

Vain dreams ! far other footsteps traced

The forest paths, in secret haste

;

Far other sounds were on the night.

Though lost amidst the tempest's might.

That fiird the echoing earth and sky

With its own awful harmony.

There stood a lone and ruin'd fane,

Far in the Odenwald's domain.

Midst wood and rock, a deep recess

Of still and shadowy loneliness.

Long grass its pavement had o'ergrown,

The wild-flower waved o'er the altar stone.

The night-wind rock'd the tottering pile.

As it swept along the roofless aisle,

I The Odenwald, a forest district near the Rhine, adjoin-

ing the territories of Darmstadt.
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To rest ! Tho captive doom'd to die

May slumber, when his hour is nigh

;

Tho seaman, when the billows foam,

Rock'd on the mast, may di-eam of home

;

Tho wan-ior, on tho battle's eve.

May win from caro a short reprieve :

But earth and heaven alike deny

Their peace to guilt's o'erweaiied eye

;

And night, that brings to grief a calm.

To toil a'J)ause, to pain a balm.

Hath spells tenifio in her course.

Dread sounds and shadows, for remorse

—

Voices, that long from earth had fled.

And steps and echoes from the dead

;

And many a dream whose forms arise

Like a darker world's realities !

Call them not vain illusions—born.

But for the wise and brave to scorn !

Heaven, that the penal doom defers.

Hath yet its thousand ministers.

To scourge the heart, unseen, unknown.

In shade, in silence, and alone,

Concentrating in one brief hour

Ages of retribution's power '

—If thou wouldst know the lot of those.

Whose souls are dark with guilty woes.

Ah ! seek them not where pleasure's throng

Are listening to the voice of song

;

Seek them not where the banquet glows.

And the red vineyard's nectar flows

:

There, mirth may flush the hollow cheek.

The eye of feverish joy may speak.

And smiles, the ready mask of pride.

The canker-wonn within may hide.

Heed not those signs ! they but delude

;

Follow, and mark their solitude !

The song is hush'd, the fea.st is done.

And Lindheim's lord remains alone

—

Alone in silence and unrest.

With the dread secret of his breast

;

Alone with anguish and with fear,

—There needs not an avenger here I

Behold liim !—Why that sudden start 1

Thou hear'st the beating of thy heart

!

Thou hear'st the night-wind's hollow sigh.

Thou hear'st the rustling tapestry !

No sound but these may near thee be

;

Sleep ! all things eai-thly sleep—but thee.

No ! there are murmurs on the air.

And a voice is heard that cries
—

" Despair !

"

And he who trembles fain would deem

'Twos the whisper of a waking dream.

Was it but this ? Again, 'tis there

:

Again is heard—" Despair ! Despair !

"

'Tis past—its tones have slowly died

In echoes on the mountain side ;

Heard but by him, they rose, they fell.

He knew their fearful meaning well,

And shrinking from the midnight gloom.

As from the shadow of the tomb,

Yet shuddering, tum'd in pale dismay,

When broke the dawn's first kindling ray.

And sought, amidst the forest wild.

Some shade where sunbeam never smiled.

Yes ! hide thee, guilt ! The laughing mom
Wakes in a heaven of splendour born !

Tlie storms that shook tho mountain crest

Have sought their viewless world of rest.

High from his cliifs, with ardent gaze.

Soars the young eagle in the blaze,

Exulting, as he wings his way.

To revel in the fount of day

;

And brightly past his banks of vine.

In glory, flows the monarch Rhine

;

And joyous peals the vintage song

His wild luxuriant shores along.

As peasant bands, from rock and dell,

Their strains of choral transport swell

;

And cliffs of bold fantastic forms.

Aspiring to the realm of storms,

And woods around, and waves below.

Catch the red Orient's deepening glow.

That lends each tower, and convent spire,

A tinge of its ethereal fire.

Swell high the song of festal hours !

Deck ye the shrine with living flowers !

Let music o'er the waters breathe !

Let beauty twine the bridal wreath !

While she, whose blue eye laughs in light.

Whose cheek with love's own hue is bright,

The fair-hair'd maid of Lindheim's hall.

Wakes to her nuptial festival.

Oh ! who hath seen, in dreams that soar

To worlds the soul would fain explore.

When, for her own blest country pining,

Its beauty o'er her thought is shining.

Some form of heaven, whose cloudless eye

Was all one beam of ecstasy 1

Whose glorious brow no traces wore

Of guilt, or sorrow known before !

Whose smile, undimm'd by aught of earth,

A simbeam of immortal birth,

Spoke of bright realms, far distant lying,

Where love and joy are both undying !
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" Ulric ! thou know'st how dearly lovod

The scenes where first my childhood roved

;

The woods, the rocks, that tower supreme

Above our own majestic stream.

The halls where first my heart beat high

To the proud songs of cliivalrj-.

All, all are dear—yet these are ties

Affection well may sacrifice

;

Loved though they be, where'er thou art.

There is the country of my heart

!

Yet is there one, who, reft of mo,

Were lonely as a blasted tree

;

One. who still hoped my hand should close

His eyes, in Nature's last repose

;

Eve gathers round him—on his brow

Already rests the wintry snow

;

His form is bent, his features wear

The deepening lines of age and care;

His faded eye hath lost its fire ;

—

Thou wouldst not tear me from my sire ?

Yet tell me all—thy woes impart.

My Ulric ! to a faithful heart,

Which sooner far—oh ! doubt not this

—

Would share thy pangs, than others' bliss
!"

" Ella, what wouldst thou 1
—

'tis a tale

Will make that cheek as marble palo !

' Yet what avails it to conceal

All thou too soon must know and feel ?

It must, it must be told—prepare.

And nerve that gentle heart to bear.

But I—oh, was it then for me

The herald of tliy woes to be !

Thy soul's bright calmness to destroy,

And wake thee first from dreams of joy 1

Forgive !—I would not ruder tone

Should make the fearful tidings known,

I would not that unpitying eyes

Should coldly watch thine agonies !

Better 'twere mine—that task severe,

To cloud thy breast with grief and fear.

" Hast thou not heard, in legends old,

Wild tales that turn tbe life-blood cold,

Of those who meet in cave or glen.

Far from the busy walks of men

;

Those who mysterious vigils keep,

When earth is wrapt in shades and sleep.

To judge of crimes, like Him on high,

In stillness and in secrecy 1

Th' unknown avengers, whoso decree

'Tis fruitless to resist or flee 1

Whose name hath cast a spell of power

O'er peasant's cot and chieftain's tower ?

Thy sire—oh, Ella ! hope is fled !

Think of him, mourn him, as the dead !

Their sentence, theirs, hath seal'd his doom.

And thou may'st weep as o'er his tomb !

Yes, weep 1—relieve thy heart oppress'd.

Pour forth thy sorrows on my breast I

Thy cheek is cold—thy tearless eye

Seems fix'd in frozen vacancy.

Oh, gaze not thus !—thy silence break

:

Speak 1 if 'tis but in anguish, speak !

"

She spoke at length, in accents low.

Of wild and half-indignant woe

:

—"He doom'd to perish ! he decreed

By their avenging arm to bleed !

He, the renown'd in holy fight.

The Paynim's scourge, the Christian's might

!

Ulric ! what mean'st thou 1—not a thought

Of that high mind with guilt is fraught 1

Say, for which glorious trophy won.

Which deed of martial prowess done.

Which battle-field, in days gone by,

Gain'd by his valour, must he diel

Away ! 'tis not his lofty name
Their sentence hath consign'd to shame

—

'Tis not his life they seek. Recall

Thy words, or say he shall not fall 1

"

Then sprung forth tears, whose blest relief

Gave pleading softness to her grief

:

" And wilt thou not, by all the ties

Of our affianced love," she cries,

" By all my soul hath fix'd on thee.

Of cherish'd hope for years to be.

Wilt thou not aid him ? wilt not thou

Shield his gray head from danger now ?

And didst thou not, in childhood's mom.
That saw our young affection bom.
Hang round his neck, and climb his knee,

Sharing his parent smile mth me 1

Kind, gentle Ulric ! best beloved I

Now be thy faith in danger proved I

Though snares and terrors round liim wait,

Thou wilt not leave him to his fate !

Turn not away in cold disdain !

—Shall thine own Ella plead in vain 1

How art thou changed ! and must I bear

That frown, that stem, averted air 1

What mean they 1"

" Maiden, need'st thou ask 1

These features wear no specious mask.

Doth sorrow mark this brow and eye

With characters of mystery ?
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And thou a home I Remain, or flee,

In life, in death—I follow thee !

"

" There shall not rest one cloud of shame,

Ulric ! on thy lofty name

;

There shall not one aceushig word

Against thy spotless faith be heard !

Thy path is where the brave rush on.

Thy course must be where palms are won

:

Where banners wave, and falchions glare,

Son of the mighty ! be thou there !

Think on the glorious names that shiuo

Along thy sire's majestic line

;

Oh. last of that illustrious race !

Thou wcrt not bom to meet disgi-ace !

Well, well I know each grief, each pain.

Thy spirit nobly could sustain

;

E'en I unshrinking see them near,

And what hast thou to do with fear ?

But when have warriors calmly borne

The cold and bitter smile of scorn I

'Tis not for thee ! thy soul hath force

To cope with all things—but remorse

;

And this my brightest thought shall be,

Thou hast not braved its pangs for me.

Go ! break thou not one solemn vow

;

Closed bo the fearful conflict now

;

Go ! but forget not how my heart

Still at thy name will proudly start.

When chieftains hear, and minstrels tell.

Thy deeds of glory. Fare thee well
!

"

.—And thus they parted. Why recall

The scene of anguish known to all ?

The burst of tears, the blush of pride.

That fain those fi-uitless tears would hide

;

The lingering look, the last embrace.

Oh ! what avails it to retrace 1

They parted—in that bitter word

A thousand tones of grief are heard.

Whose deeply-seated echoes rest

In the fair cells of every breast.

Who hath not known, who shall not know.

That keen yet most familiar woe 1

Where'er affection's home is found.

It meets her on the holy ground
;

The cloud of every summer hour.

The canker-worm of every flower.

Who but hath proved, or yet shall prove,

That mortal agony of love 1

The autumn moon slept bright and still

On fading wood and purple hill

;

The vintager had hush'd his lay.

The fisher shunn'd the blaze of day.

And silence, o'er each green recess.

Brooded in misty sultriness.

But soon a low and measured sound

Broke on the deep repose around

;

From Lindhcim's tower a glancing oar

Bade the stream ripple to the shore.

Sweet was that sound of waves which parted

The fond, the true, the noble-hearted ;

And smoothly seem'd the bark to glide.

And briglitly flow'd the reckless tide.

Though, mingling with its current, fell

The last waim tears of love's iarewelL

PART II.

Sweet is the gloom of forest shades,

Their pillar'd walks and dim arcades.

With all the thousand flowers that blow,

A waste of loveliness, below.

To him whose soul the world would fly.

For nature's lonely majesty :

To bard, when wrapt in mighty themes.

To lover, lost in fairy dreams.

To hermit, whose prophetic thought

By fits a gleam of heaven hath caught.

And, in the visions of his rest.

Held bright communion with the blest

:

'Tis sweet, but solemn ! There alike

Silence and sound with awe can stiike.

The deep Eolian murmur made

By sighing breeze and rustling shade.

And cavern'd fountain gushing nigh.

And wild-bee's plaintive lullaby :

Or the dead stillness of the bowers.

When dark the summer-tempest lowers
;

When silent nature seems to wait

The gathering thimder's voice of fate ;

When the aspen scarcely waves in air.

And the clouds collect for the lightning's glare-

Each, each alike is awful there.

And thrills the soul with feelings high.

As some majestic harmony.

But she, the maid, whose footsteps traced

Each green retreat in breathless haste

—

Young Ella—linger'd not to hear

The wood-notes, lost on mourner's ear.

The shivering leaf, the breeze's play.

The fountain's gush, the wild-bird's lay

—

These charm not now ; her sire she sought.

With trembling frame, with anxious thought,

And, starting if a forest deer

But moved the rustling branches near.

First felt that innocence may fear.
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I see it now—that haunted scene

My spirit's dwelling still hath been

;

And he is there— I see him laid

Beneath that palm-tree's lonely shade.

The fountain-wave that sparkles nigh

Bears witness with its crimson dye !

I see th' accusing glance he raised,

Ere that dim eye by death was glazed

;

—Ne'er will that parting look forgive I

I still behold it—and I live !

I Uvo ! from hope, from mercy driven,

A mark for all the shafts of heaven !

" Yet had I wrongs. By fraud he won

My birth-right ; and my child, my son,

Heir to high name, high fortune bom,

Vfaa doom'd to penury and scorn.

An alien midst his fathers' halls.

An exile from his native walls.

Could I bear this 1 TJie rankling thought.

Deep, dark, within my bosom wrought

;

I Some serpent, kindling hate and guile,

;
Lurk'd in my infant's rosy smile,

! And when hia accents llsp'd my name.

They woke my inmost heart to flame !

I struggled—are there evil powers

That claim their own ascendant hours

!

—Oh I what should thine unspotted soul

Or know or fear of their control 1

Why on the fearful conflict dwell ?

Vainly I struggled, and I fell-

Cast down from every hope of bliss

—

Too well thou know'st to what abyss 1

" 'Twas done !—that moment hurried by
To darken all eternity.

Years roll'd away, long evil years,

Of woes, of fetters, and of fears

;

Nor aught but vain remorse I gain'd

By the deep guilt my soul which stain'd.

For, long a captive in the lands

Whore Arabs tread their burning sands.

The haunted midnight of the mind

Was round me while in chains I pined.

By all forgotten, save by one

Dread presence—which I could not shun.

—How oft, when o'er the silent waste

Nor path nor landmark might be traced.

When slumbering by the watch-fire's ray,

The Wanderers of the Desert lay.

And stars, as o'er an ocean shone,

Vigil I kept—but not alone !

Tliat form, that image, from the dead,

I
Still walk'd the wild with soundless tread !

Fve seen it in the fiery blast,

I've seen it where the sand-storms pass'd ;

Beside the Desert's fount it stood.

Tinging the clear cold wave with blood

;

And e'en when viewless, by the fear

Curdling my veins, I knew 'twas near

!

— Was near !—I feel th' unearthly thrill,

Its power is on my spirit still

!

A mystic influence, undefined.

The spell, the shadow of my mind !

" Wilt thou yet linger 1 Time speeds on }

One last farewell, and then begone !

Unclasp the hands that shade thy brow.

And let me read thine aspect now

!

No ! stay thee yet, and learn the meed

Heaven's justice to my crime decreed.

Slow came the day that broke my chain.

But I at length was free again

;

And freedom brings a burst of joy.

E'en guilt itself can scarce destroy.

I thought upon my own fair towers.

My native Rhino's gay vineyard bowers,

And in a father's visions, press'd

Thee and thy brother to my breast.

—'Twas but in visions. Canst thou yet

Recall the moment when we met ?

Thy step to greet me lightly sprung.

Thy arms around me fondly clung

;

Scarce aught than infant seraph less

Seem'd thy pure childhood's loveliness.

But he was gone—that son for whom
I rush'd on guilt's eternal doom

;

He for whose sake alone were given

My peace on earth, my hope in heaven

—

He met me not. A ruthless band.

Whose name with terror fill'd the land.

Fierce outlaws of the wood and wild

Had reft the father of his cliild.

Foes to my race, the hate they nursed,

Full on that cherish'd scion burst.

Unknown his fate.—No parent nigh.

My boy ! my first-born I didst thou die 1

Or did they spare thee for a life

Of shame, of rapine, and of strife 1

Livest thou, unfriended, unallied,

A wanderer lost, mthout a guide 1

Oh ! to thy fate's mysterious gloom

Blest were the darkness of the tomb !

" Ella ! 'tis done—my guilty heart

Before thee all unveil'd—depart

!

Few pangs 'twill cost thee now to fly

From one so stain'd, so lost as I

;
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Tet peace to thine untainted breast,

E'en though it hate me !—be thou blest I

Farewell ! thou shalt not linger here

—

E'en now th' avenger may be near

:

Where'er I turn, the foe, the snare.

The dagger, may be ambush'd there

;

One hour—and haply all is o'er.

And we must meet on earth no more.

No, nor beyond !—to those pure skies

Where thou shalt be, I may not rise

;

Heaven's will for ever parts our lot.

Yet, oh ! my child ! abhor me not

!

Speak once ! to soothe this broken heart.

Speak to me once ! and then depart !

"

But still—as if each pulse were dead.

Mute—as the power of speech were fled.

Pale—as if life-blood ceased to warm
The marble beauty of her form

;

On the dark rock she lean'd her head,

That seem'd as there 'twere riveted,

And dropt the hands, till then which press'd

Her burning brow, or throbbing breast.

There beam'd no tear-drop in her eye.

And from her lip there breathed no sigh.

And on her brow no trace there dwelt

That told she suffer'd or she felt.

All that once glow'd, or smiled, or beam'd.

Now fix'd, and quench'd, and frozen seem'd

;

And long her sire, in wild dismay,

Deem'd her pure spirit pass'd away.

But life retum'd. O'er that cold frame

One deep convulsive shudder came
;

And a faint light her eye relumed.

And sad resolve her mien assumed.

But there was horror in the gaze.

Which yet to his she dai-ed not raise;

And her sad accents, wild and low.

As rising from a depth of woe.

At first with huri'ied trembling broke.

But gather'd firmness as she spoke.

—"I leave thee not—whate'er betido,

My footsteps shall not quit thy side

;

Pangs, keen as death my soul may thrill,

But yet thou art my father still

!

And, oh ! if stain'd by giiilty deed.

For some kind spirit, tenfold need.

To speak of heaven's absolving love.

And waft desponding thought above.

Is there not power in mercy's wave

The blood-stain from thy soul to lave 1

Is there not balm to heal despair.

In tears, in penitence, iu prayer 2

My father ! kneel at His pure shrine

Who died to expiate guilt like thine,

Weep—and my tears with thine shall blend.

Pray—while my prayers vrith thine ascend.

And, as our mingling sorrows rise.

Heaven will relent, though earth despise !

"

" My child, my child ! these bursting tears.

The first mine eyes have shed for years.

Though deepest conflicts they express.

Yet flow not all in bitterness !

Oh ! thou hast bid a wither'd heart

From desolation's slumber start

;

Thy voice of pity and of love

Seems o'er its icy depths to move

E'en as a breeze of health, which brings

Life, hope, and healing, on its wings.

And there is mercy yet ! I feel

Its influence o'er my spirit steal

;

How welcome were each pang below.

If guilt might be atoned by woe !

Think'st thou I yet may be forgiven 1

Shall prayers unclose the gate of heaven ?

Oh ! if it yet avail to plead.

Ifjudgment be not yet decreed.

Our hearts shall blend their suppliant cry.

Till pardon shall be scald on high !

Yet, yet I shrink !—WiU Mercy shed

Her dews upon this fallen head ?

—Kneel, Ella, kneel ! till full and free

Descend forgiveness, won by thee !

"

They knelt—before the Cross, that sign

Of love eternal and divine

;

That symbol, which so long hath stood

A rock of strength, on time's dark flood,

Clasp'd by despairing hands, and laved

By the warm tears of nations saved.

In one deep prayer their spirits blent.

The guilty and the innocent

;

Youth, pure as if from heaven its birth.

Age, soil'd with every stain of earth.

Knelt, oflfering up one heart, one cry.

One sacrifice of agony.

—Oh ! blest, though bitter be their source

—

Though dark the fountain of remorse.

Blest are the tears which pour from thence,

Th' atoning stream of penitence !

And let not pity check the tide

By which the heart is piirified

;

Let not vain comfort turn its course,

Or timid love repress its force !

Go ! bind the flood, whose waves expand.

To bear luxuriance o'er the land

;
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That a nameless feeling, unconfess'd

And undefined, their souls oppress'd.

Rocks piled on rocks, around them hurl'd,

Lay like the ruins of a world,

Left by an earthquake's final throes

In deep and desolate repose

—

Things of eternity whose forms

Bore record of ten thousand storms !

While, rearing its colossal crest

In sullen grandeur o'er the rest,

One, like a pillar, vast and rude,

Stood monarch of the solitude.

Perchance by Roman conqueror's hand

Th' enduring monument was plann'd

;

Or Odin's sons, in days gone by.

Had shaped its rough immensity.

To rear, midst mountain, rock, and wood,

A temple meet for rites of blood.

But they were gone, who might have told

That secret of the times of old

;

And there, in silent scorn it frown'd,

O'er all its vast coevals round.

Darkly those giant masses lower'd.

Countless and motionless they tower'd

;

No wild-flower o'er their summits hung.

No fountain from their caverns sprung

;

Yet ever on the wanderers' ear

Mvirmur'd a sound of waters near,

With music deep of lulling falls.

And louder gush, at intervals.

Unknown its source—nor spring nor stream

Caught the red sunset's lingering gleam,

But ceaseless, from its hidden caves.

Arose that mystic voice of waves.^

Yet bosom'd midst that savage scene.

One chosen spot of gentler mien

Gave promise to the pilgrim's eye

Of shelter from the tempest nigh.

Glad sight 1 the ivied cross it bore.

The sculptured saint that crown'd its door

:

Less welcome now were monarch's dome.

Than that low cell, some hermit's home.

1 The original of the scene here described is presented by

the mountain called the Feldberg, in the Bergstrasse :
—'* Des

masses ^normes de rochers, entass^es I'une sur I'autre depuis

le sommet de la montagne jusqu'^ son pied, viennent y
presenter un aspect superbe qu* aucune description ne saurait

rendre. Ce furent, dit-on, desg^ans, qui en se livrant un
combat du haut des montagnes, lanc6rent les uns sur les

autres ces ^normes ni.isses de rochers. On arrive, avec beau-

coup de peine, jusqu'au sommet du Feldberg, en suivant un
sentier qui passe k c6t^ de cette chaine de rochers. On
entend continuellement un bruit sourd, qui parait venir d'un

ruisseau au dessous des rochers ; mais on a beau descendre,

en se glissant a travers les ouvertures qui s'y trouveut, on ne

Thither the outcasts bent their way.

By the last lingering gleam of day

;

^Vhen from a caverad rock, which cast

Deep shadows o'er them as they pass'd,

A form, a warrior form of might.

As from earth's bosom, sprang to sight.

His port was lofty—yet the heart

Shnmk from him with recoiling start

;

His mien was youthful—yet his face

Had nought of youth's ingenuous grace

;

Nor chivalrous nor tender thought

Its traces on his brow had wrought

Yet dwelt no fierceness in his eye,

But calm and cold severity,

A spirit haughtily austere.

Stranger to pity as to fear.

It seem'd as pride had thrown a veil

O'er that dark brow and visage pale.

Leaving the searcher nought to guesa.

All was 80 fix'd and passionless.

He spoke—and they who heard the tone

Felt, deeply felt, all hope was flown.

" I've sought thee far in forest bowers,

I've sought thee long in peopled towers,

I've borne th' dagger of th' Unknown
Through scenes explored by me alone

;

My search is closed—nor toils nor fears

Repel the servant of the Seers

;

We meet
—

'tis vain to strive or fly :

Albert of Lindheim, thou must die !

"

Then with clasp'd hands the fair-hair'd maid

Sank at his feet, and wildly pray'd :

—

" Stay, stay thee ! sheath that lifted steel

!

Oh ! thou art human, and canst feel !

Hear me ! if e'er 'twas thine to prove

The blessing of a parent's love

;

By thine own father's hoary hair.

By her who gave thee being, spare !

Did they not, o'er thy infant years.

Keep watch, in sleepless hopes and fears I

d^couvrira jamais le ruisseau. La colonne, dite RiesensSule,

se trouve un peu plus haut qu'a la nioiti^ de la montagne
;

c'est un bloc de granit taill^, d'une longueur de 30 pieds et

d'un diam(Jtre de 4 pieds, II y a plus de probability de croire

que les anciens Germains voulaient faire de ce bloc une colonne

pour r^riger en I'honneur de leur dieu Odin
, que de pr^tendre,

comme le fort plusieurs auleurs, que les Romains aient eu le

dessein de la transporter dans leur capitale. On voit un

peu plus haut un autre bloc d'une forme presque carree, qu'

on appelle Riesenaltar, (autel du gtJant,) qui, k en juger par

sa grosseur et sa forme, ^tait destine k servir de pi^destal

k la colonnade susdite."

—

Manuel pour la Voyageun tur le

Shin.
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Aloug th' horizon's verge display'd,

Still rear their slender colonnade

—

A landmark, guiding o'er the plain

The Caravan's exhausted ti-ain.

Fair is that httle Isle of Bliss

The desert's emerald oasis

!

A rainbow on the torrent's wave,

A gem cmbosom'd in the grave,

A sunbeam on a stormy day

Its beauty's image might convey !

Beauty, in horror's lap that sleeps.

While silence round her vigil keeps.

Rest, weary pilgrims ! calmly laid

To slumber in th' acacia shade :

Rest, where the shi-ubs your camels bruise

Their aromatic breath diffuse

;

Where softer light the sunbeams pour

Through the tall palm and sycamore

;

And the rich date luxuriant spreads

Its pendant clusters o'er your heads.

Nature once more, to seal your eyes.

Murmurs her sweetest lullabies

;

Again each heart the music hails

Of rustling leaves and sighing gales

;

And oh I to Afric's child how dear

The voice of foiintains gushing near !

Sweet be your slumbers ! and your dreams

Of waving groves and rippling streams !

Far be the serpent's venom'd coil

From the brief respite won by toil

;

Far be the awful shades of those

Who deep beneath the sands repose

—

The hosts, to whom the desert's breath

Bore swift and stem the call of death.

Sleep ! nor may scorching blast invade

The freshness of the acacia shade,

But gales of heaven your spirits bless,

With life's best balm—Forgetfulness !

Till night from many an um diffuse

The treasures of her world of dews.

The day hath closed—the moon on high

Walks in her cloudless majesty.

A thousand stars to Afric's heaven

Serene magnificence have given-

Pure beacons of the sky, whoso flame

Shines forth eternally the same.

Blest bo their beams, whoso holy light

Shall guide the camel's footsteps right,

And lead, as with a track divine.

The pilgrim to his prophet's shrine !

—Rise ! bid your Isle of Palms adieu !

Again your lonely march pursue.

While airs of night are freshly blowing,

And heavens with softer beauty glowing.

'Tis silence all : the solemn scene

Wears, at each step, a ruder mien

;

For giant-rocks, at distance piled,

Cast their deep shadows o'er the wild.

Darkly they rise—what eye hath view'd

The caverns of their solitude 1

Away 1 within those awful cells

The savage lord of Afric dwells !

Heard ye his voice 1—the lion's roar

Swells as when bUlows break on shore.

Well may the camel shake with fear.

And the steed pant—his foe is near.

Haste ! light the torch, bid watchfires throw

Far o'er the waste, a ruddy glow

;

Keep vigil—guard the bright array

Of flames that scare him from his prey

;

Within their magic circle press,

wanderers of the wilderness !

Heap high the pile, and by its blaze.

Tell the wild talcs of elder days,

—

Arabia's wond'rous lore, that dwells

On warrior deeds and wizard spells

;

Enchanted domes, mid scenes like these.

Rising to vanish with the breeze ;

Gardens, whose fruits are gems, that shed

Their light where mortal may not tread ;

And spirits, o'er whoso pearly halls

Th' eternal billow heaves and falls.

—With charms like these, of mystic power,

Watchers I beguile the midnight hour.

Slowly that hour hath roll'd away.

And star by star withdraws its ray.

Dai-k children of the sim ! again

Your own rich orient hails bis reign.

He comes, but veil'd—with sanguine glare

Tinging the mists that load the air

;

Sounds of dismaj', and signs of flame,

Th' approaching hurricane proclaim.

'Tis death's red banner streams on high

—

Fly to the rocks for shelter !— fly I

Lo ! dark'ning o'er the fiery skies.

The pillars of the desert rise I

On, in terrific grandeur wheeling,

A giant-host, tho heavens concealing.

They move, like mighty genii-forms,

Towering immense midst clouds and storms.

Who shall escape !—with awful force

Tho whirlwind bears them on their course

;

They join, they rush resistless on

—

The landmarks of the plain are gone

;
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The steps, the forms, from earth effaced,

Of those who trod the burning waste !

All whelm'd, all hush'd !—none left to bear

Sad record how they perish'd there !

No stone their tale of death shall tell

—

The desert guards its mysteries weU

;

And o'er th' unfathom'd sandy deep,

Where low their nameless relics sleep.

Oft shall the future pilgrim tread.

Nor know his steps are on the dead.

MAEIUS AMONGST THE RUINS OF
CARTHAGE.

[" Marius, during the time of his exile, seeking refuge in

Africa, had landed at Carthage, when an officer, sent by the

Roman governor of Africa, came and thus addressed him :

—

" Marius, I come from the Praitor Sextilius, to tell you that

he forbids you to set foot in Africa. If you obey not, he will

support the Senate's decree, and treat you as a public enemy."

Marius, upon hearing this, was struck dumb witi) grief and

indignation. lie uttered not a word for some time, but re-

garded the officer with a menacing aspect. At length the

officer inquired what answer he should carry to tlie governor.

** Go and tell him," said the unfortunate roan, with a sigh,

" that thou hast seen the exiled Marius sitting on the ruins

of Carthage."—Plutarch.]

'TwAS noon, and Afric's dazzling sun on high

With fierce resplendence flU'd th' unclouded sky;

No zephyr waved the palm's majestic head,

And smooth alike the seas and deserts spread

;

^^^lile desolate, beneath a blaze of light,

Silent and lonely, as at dead of night,

The wreck of Carthage lay. Her prostrate fanes

Had strew'd their precious marble o'er the plains

;

Dark weeds and grass the column had o'ergrown,

The lizard bask'd upon the altar stone

;

Whelm'd by the ruins of their own abodes.

Had sunk the forms of heroes and of gods

;

While near—dread offspring of the burning day !

Coil'd midst forsaken halls the serpent lay.

There came an exile, long by fate pursued,

To shelter in that awful solitude.

Well did that wanderer's high yet faded mien

Suit the sad grandeur of the desert scene :

—

Shadow'd, not veil'd, by locks of wintry snow.

Pride sat, still mighty, on his furrow'd brow

;

Time had not quench'd the terrors of his eye,

Nor tamed his glance of fierce ascendency

;

While the deep meaning of his features told

Ages of thought had o'er his spirit roU'd,

Nordimm'd the fire that might not be coutroU'd;

And stUl did power invest his stately form,

Shatter'd, but yet unconquer'd, by the storm.

—But slow his step—and where, not yet o'er-

thrown.

Still tower'd a pillar midst the waste alone.

Faint with long toil, his weary limbs he laid,

To slumber in its solitary shade.

He slept—and darkly, on his brief repose,

Th' indignant genius of the scene arose.

Clouds robed his dim unearthly form, and spread

Mysterious gloom around his crownlcss head,

Crownless, but regal still. With stem disdain,

The kingly shadow seem'd to lift his chain.

Gazed on the palm, his ancient sceptre torn,

And his eye kindled with immortal scorn !

"Andsleep'st thou, Roman?" cried his voice

austere

;

" Shall son of Latiuni find a refuge here t

Awake ! arise ! to speed the hour of Fate,

When Rome shall fall, as Carthage desolate !

Go ! with her children's flower, the free, the

brave.

People the silent chambers of the grave

:

So shall the com-se of ages yet to be,

More swiftly waft the day, avenging me !

" Yes, from the awfiil gulf of years to come,

I hear a voice that prophesies her doom

;

I see the trophies of her pride decay.

And her long hne of triumphs pass away,

Lost in the depths of time—while sinks the star

That led her march of heroes from afar !

Lo ! from the frozen forests of the North,

The sons of slaughter pour in myriads forth !

Who shall awake the mighty ?—will thy woe.

City of thrones ! disturb the realms below ?

Call on the dead to hear thee ! let thy cries

Summon their shadowy legions to arise,

Array the ghosts of conquerors on thy walls !

—Barbarians revel in their ancient halls.

And their lost children bend the subject knee.

Midst the proud tombs and trophies of the free.

Bird of the sun ! dread eagle ! born on high,

A creature of the empyreal—thou, whose eye

Was lightning to the earth—whose pinion waved

In haughty triumph o'er a world enslaved

;

Sink from thy heavens ! for glory's noon is o'er.

And rushing storms shall bear thee on no more !

Closed is thy regal course—thy crest is torn.

And thy plume banish'd from the realms ofmom.

The shaft hath reach'd thee !—rest with chiefs

and kings,

Who conquer'd in the shadow of thy wings

;

Sleep ! while thy foes exult around their prey,

And share thy glorious heritage of day !
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But darker years shall mingle with the past,

And deeper vengeance shall be mine at last.

O'er the seven hills I see destruction spread.

And Empire's widow veils with dust her head.

Her gods foi-sako each desolated shrine.

Her tomples moulder to the earth, like mine

:

Midst fallen palaces she sits alone,

Calling heroic shades from ages gone.

Or bids the nations midst her deserts wait

To learn the fearful oracles of Fate !

"Still sleep'st thou, Roman 1 Son of Victory, rise

!

Wake to obey th' avenging Destinies !

Shed by thy mandate, soon thy country's blood

Shall swell and darken Tiber's yellow flood !

My children's manes call—awake ! prepare

The feast they claim !—exult in Rome's despair !

Be thine ear closed against her suppliant cries,

Bid thy soul triumph in her agonies

;

Let carnage revel e'en her shrines among,

Spare not the vaUant, pity not the young !

Haste ! o'er her hills the sword's libation shed,

And wreak the curse of Carthage on her head !

"

The vision flies—a mortal step is near.

Whose echoes vibrate on the slumberer's ear
;

He starts, he wakes to woe—before him stands

Th' unwelcome messenger of harsh commands.

Whose faltering accents tell the exiled chief

To seek on other shores a home for grief.

—Silent the wanderer sat—but on his cheek

The burning glow farmore than words mightspeak

;

And, from the kindling of his eye, there broke

Language where all th' indignant soul awoke,

Till his deep thought foimd voice : then, calmly

stem,

And sovereign in despair, he cried, " Return !

Tell him who sent thee hither, thou hast seen

Marius, the exile, rest where Carthage once hath

been !

"

A TALE OF THE FOURTEENTH CENTURY.

A FR.\OMENT.

The moonbeam, quivering o'er the wave,

Sleeps in pale gold on wood and hill.

The %vild wind slumbers in its cave.

And heaven is cloudless—earth is still !

The pile that crowns yon savage height

With battlements of Gothic might.

Rises in softer pomp array'd.

Its massy towers half lost in shade,

Half touch'd with mellowing light !

The rays of night, the tints of time.

Soft-mingling on its dark-gray stone.

O'er its rude strength and mien sublime,

A placid smile have thrown.

And far beyond, where wild and high.

Bounding the pale blue summer sky,

A mountain vista meets the eye.

Its dark, luxuriant woods assume

A pencil'd shade, a softer gloom :

Its jutting clifi's have caught the light.

Its torrents glitter through the night.

While every cave and deep recess

Frowns in more shadowy awfulneas.

Scai'ce moving on the gla.ssy deep

Yon gallant vessel seems to sleep

;

But darting from its side.

How swiftly docs its boat design

A slender, silvery, waving line

Of radiance o'er the tide !

No sound is on the summer seas.

But the low dashing of the oar.

And faintly sighs the midnight breeze

Through woods that fringe the rooky shore.

That boat has reach'd the silent bay

—

Tlic da.shing oar has ceased to play ;

The breeze has murmur'd and has died

In forest shades, on ocean's tide.

No step, no tone, no breath of somid

Disturbs the loneliness profound
;

And midnight spreads o'er earth and main

A calm so holy and so deep.

That voice of mortal were profane

To break on nature's sleep !

It is the hour for thought to soar

High o'er the cloud of eai-thly woes ;

For rapt devotion to adore^

For passion to repose

;

And vii-tue to forget her tears.

In visions of sublimer spheres !

For oh ! those transient gleams of heaven.

To calmer, purer spirits given,

Children of hallow'd peace, are known
In solitude and shade alone !

Like flowers that shun the blaze of noon.

To blow beneath the midnight moon.

The garish world they will not bless.

But only live in loneliness !

Hark ! did some note of plaintive swell

Melt on the stillness of the air 1

Or was it fancy's powerful spell

That woke such sweetness there ?

For wild and distant it arose,

Like sounds that bless the bard's repose.
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They reach the boat—the rapid oar

Soon wafts them from the wooded shore

:

The bark is gain'd ! A gallant few.

Vassals of Osbert, form its crew

;

The pennant, in the moonlight beam.

With soft suffusion glows

;

From the white sail a silvery gleam

Falls on the wave's repose
;

Long shadows undulating play,

From mast and streamer, o'er the bay
;

But still so hush'd the summer air.

They tremble, midst that scene so fair.

Lest mbrn's first beam behold them there.

—Wake, viewless wanderer ! breeze of night

!

From river wave, or mountain height.

Or dew-bright couch of moss and flowers.

By haunted spring in forest bowers

;

Or dost thou lurk in pearly cell,

In amber gi'ot, where mermaids dwell.

And cavern'd gems their lustre throw

O'er the red sea-flowers' vivid glow 1

Where treasures, not for mortal gaze.

In solitary splendour blaze.

And sounds, ne'er heard by mortal ear,

Swell through the deep's unfathom'd sphere ?

What grove of that mysterious world

Holds thy light wing in slumber furl'd 1

Awake ! o'er glittering seas to rove

:

Awake ! to guide the bark of love I

Swift fly the midnight hours, and soon

Shall fade the bright propitious moon

;

Soon shall the waning stars grow pale.

E'en now—but lo ! the rustling saU

Swells to the new-sprung ocean gale !

The bark glides on—their fears are o'er;

Recedes the bold romantic shore.

Its features mingling fast.

Gaze, Bertha ! gaze : thy lingering eye

May still each lovely scene descry

Of years for ever past

!

There wave the woods, beneath whose shade

With bounding step thy childhood play'd.

Midst ferny glades and mossy lawns,

Free as their native birds and fawns
;

Listening the sylvan sounds, that float

On each low breeze, midst dells remote

—

The ringdove's deep melodious moan.

The rustling deer in thickets lone

;

The wild-bee's hum, the aspen's sigh.

The wood-stream's plaintive harmony.

Dear scenes of many a sportive hour.

There thy own mountains darkly tower ! .

Midst their gray rocks no glen so rude

But thou hast loved its solitude !

No path so wild but thou hast known.

And traced its nigged course alone !

The earliest wreath that bound thy hair

Was twined of glowing heath-flowers there.

There in the day-spring of thy years,

Undimm'd by passions or by tears.

Oft, while thy briglit, curaptiu-ed eye

Wandor'd o'er ocean, earth, or sky.

While the wild breeze that round thee blew,

Tinged thy warm cheek with richer hue.

Pure as the skies that o'er thy head

Their clear and cloudless azure spread.

Pure as that gale whose light wing drew

Its freshness from the mountain dew,

Glow'd thy young heart with feelings high,

A heaven of hallow'd ecstasy !

Such days were thine ! ere love had drawn

A cloud o'er that celestial dawn !

As the clear dews in morning's beam
With soft reflected colouring stream.

Catch every tint of eastern gem
To form the rose's diadem.

But vanish when the noontide hour

Glows fiercely on the shrinking flower—

•

Thus in thy soul each calm delight.

Like mom's first dew-drops, pure and bright.

Fled swift from passion's bhghting fire.

Or linger'd only to expire !

Spring on thy native hills again

Shall bid neglected wUd-flowers rise.

And call forth, in each grassy glen.

Her brightest emerald dyes !

There shall the lonely mountain rose.

Wreath of the cliflFs, again disclose

;

Midst rocky dells, each well-known stream

Shall sparkle in the summer beam ;

The birch, o'er precipice and cave,

Its feathery foliage still shall wave,

The ash midst rugged clefts unveil

Its coral clusters to the gale,

And autumn shed a warmer bloom

O'er the rich heath and glowing broom.

But thy light footstep there no more

Each path, each dingle shall explore.

In vain may smile each green recess,

—-Who now shall pierce its loneliness ?

The stream through shadowy glens may stray,

—Who now shall trace its gUstening way ?

In solitude, in silence deep,

Shrined midst her rocks, shall Echo sleep,

No lute's wild swell again haJl rise

To wake her mystic melodies.

All soft may blow the movmtain air,

—It will not wave thy graceful hair !
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But there shall grass Iiucuriont spread,

Aa o'er the dwellings of the dead

;

And the deep swell of every blast

Seem a wild dirge for years of grandeur past.

" And I—my joy of life is fled.

My spirit's power, my bosom's glow
;

The raven locks that graced my head,

Wave in a wreath of snow !

And where the star of youth arose

I deem'd life's lingering ray should close,

And those loved trees my tomb o'ershado,

Beneatli whose ai'chTngbowersmychildhoodplay'd.

" Vain dream ! that tomb in distant eanh
Snail rise, forsaken and forgot ;

And thou, sweet land that gavest me birth !

A grave nmst yield me not.

Yet, haply, he for whom I leave

Thy shores, in life's dark winter eve.

When cold the hand, and closed the lays,

And mute the voice he loved to praise.

O'er the hush'd harp one tear may shed.

And one frail garland o'er the minstrel's bed !"

BELSHAZZAR'S FEAST.

TwAS night in Babylon : yet many a beam,

Of lamps far glittering from her domes on high.

Shone, brightly mingling in Euphrates' stream

With the clear stars of that Chaldean sky.

Whose azure knows no cloud ; each whisper'd sigh

Ofthe softnight-breeze through hertcrrace bowel's.

Bore deepening tones ofjoy and melody,

O'er an illumined wilderness of flowers
;

[towers.

And the glad city's voice went up from all her

But prouder mirth was in the kittgly hall.

Where midst adoring slaves, a gorgeous bund.

High at the stately midnight festival,

Belshazzar sat enthroned. There luxury's hand

Had shower'd around all treasures that expand

Beneath the burning East ; all gems that pour

The sunbeams back ; all sweets of many a land

Whose gales waft incense from their spicy shore

—But mortal pride look'd on, and still demanded

more.

With richer zest the banquet may be fraught,

A loftier theme may swell the exulting strain 1

The lord of nations spoke,—and forth were

brought

The spoils of Salem's devastated fane.

Thrice-holy vessels I—pure from earthly stain.

And set apart, and sanctified to Him
AVho deigu'd within the oracle to reign,

Reveal'd yet shadow'd ; making noonday dim,

To that most glorious cloud between the chei-ubim.

They came, and louder peal'd the voice of song.

And pride flash'd brighter from the kindling eye

;

And He who sleeps not heard the elated throng.

In mirth that plays with thunderbolts, defy

The Rock of Zion I Fill the nectar high,

High in the cups of consecrated gold !

And crown the bowl with garlands, ere they die.

And bid the censers of the temple hold

Offerings to Babel's gods, the mighty ones of old!

Peace !—is it but a phantom of the brain.

Thus shadow'd forth, the senses to appall.

Yon fearful vision 1 Who shall gaze again

To search its cause 1 Along the illumined wall,

Startling yet riveting the eyes of all,

Daikly it moves,—a hand, a human hand.

O'er the bright lamps of that resplendent hall.

In silence tracing, as a mystic wand.

Words all unknown, the tongue ofsome far-distant

land!

There are pale cheeks around the regal board,

And quivering limbs, and whispers deep and low.

And fitful starts !—the wine, in triumph pour'd,

Untasted foams, the song hath ceased to flow.

The waving censer di-ops to earth—and lo I

The king of men, the i-uler, girt with mirth.

Trembles before a shadow ! Say not so !

—The child of dust, with guilt's foreboding sight.

Shrinks from the dread Unknown, the avenging

Infinite !

" But haste ye !—^bring Chaldea's gifted seers.

The men of prescience ! Haply to their eyes.

Which track thefuture through theroUingspheres,

Yon mystic sign may speak in prophecies."

They come—the readers of the midnight skies,

They that gave voice to visions—but in vain !

Still wrapt in clouds the awful secret lies.

It hath no language midst the stany train.

Earth has no gifted tongue heaven's mysteries to

explain.

Then stood forth one, a child of other sires,

And other inspiration !—one of those
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Who on the willows hung their captive lyres.

And Bat and wept, where Babel's river flows.

His eye was bright, and yet the pale repose

Of his pure features half o'erawed the mind

;

Telling of inward mysteries—joys and woes

In lone recesses of the soul enshrined

;

Depths of a being seal'd and sever'd from mankind.

Yes !—what was earth to him, whose spirit pass'd

Time's utmost bounds? on whose unshrinkingsight

Ten thousand shapes of burning glory cast

Their full resplendence 1 Majesty and might

Were in his dreams ; for him the veil of light

Shrouding heaven's inmost sanctuaiy and throne,

The curtain of th' unutterably briglit,

Was raised !—to him, in fearful splendour shown,

Ancient of Days ! e'en Thou madest thy dread

presence known.

He spoke—the shadows of the things to come
Pass'd o'er his soul :

—
" King, elate in pride !

God hath sent forth the writing of thy doom

—

The one, the living God, by thee defied !

He, in whose balance earthly lords are tried,

Hath weigh'd, and found thee wanting. 'Tis de-

creed

The conqueror's hands thy kingdom shall divide,

The stranger to thy throne of power succeed !

Thy days are full : they come,—the Persian and

the Mede !"

There fell a moment's thrilling silence round

—

A breathless pause !—the hush of hearts that beat,

And limbs that quiver. Is there not a sound,

A gathering-cry, a tread of hurrying feet 1—'Twas but some echo in the crowded street.

Of far-heard revelry ; the shout, the song.

The measured dance to music wildly sweet,

1 As originally written, the following additional stanzas

(afterwards omitted) concluded this poem :—
Fallen is the golden city ! In the dust,

Spoil'd other crown, dismantled of her state,

She that hath made the strength of towers her trust

Weeps by her dead, supremely desolate ;

She that beheld the nations at her gate.

Thronging in homage, shall be call'd no mope
Lady of kingdoms ! Who shall mourn her fhte ?

Her guilt is full, her march of triumph o'er—

What widow d land shall now her widowhood deplore ?

Sit thou in silence ! Thou that wert enthroned

On many waters '—thou, whose augurs read

The language of the planets, and disown'd

The mighty Name it blazons !—veil thy head,

Daughter of Babylon ! The sword is red

From thy destroyer's harrest, and the yoke

Is on thee, O most proud !—for thou hast said,

" I am, and none beside !
" Th" Eternal spoke

;

Thy glory was a spoil, thine idol -gods were broke !

That speeds the stars their joyous course along

—

Away ! nor let a dream disturb the festal

throng

!

Peace yet again ! Hark ! steps in tumult flying.

Steeds rushing on, as o'er a battle-field !

The shouts of hosts exulting or defying,

The press of multitudes that strive or yield !

And the loud startUng clash of spear and shield,

Sudden as earthquake's burst ; and, blent with

these.

The last wild shriek of those whose doom is seal'd

In their full mirth !—all deepening on the breeze.

As the long stormy roll of far-advancing seas !

And nearer yet the trumpet's blast is swelling.

Loud, shrill, and savage, drowning every cry

;

And, lo ! the spoiler in the regal dwelling.

Death—bursting on the halls of revelry 1

Ere on their brows one fragile rose-leaf die,

The sword hath raged through joy's devoted

train

;

Ere one bright star be faded from the sky.

Red flames, like banners, wave from dome and

fane

;

Empire is lost and won— Belshazzar with the

slain.'

[Belshazzar's Feast had prerionsly been published in the

Collection o/Poemi from Livinj Authors^ edited for a bene-

volent purpose by Mrs Joanna Baillie.

—

Memoir^ p. G8.

'* Miss Baillie's volume contained several poems by Mrs
Ilemans ; some jeitxd'esprit, by the late Miss Catherine

Fanshawe, a woman of rare wit and genius, in whose society

Scott greatly delighted ; and, inter alia, Mr William Howi-
son*s early balUad of Polydore, which had been originally

published under Scott's auspices, in the Edinburgh Register

for 1810."

—

Lockhart's Life ofScott, vol. v. p. 287.

It is worthy of remembrance that Sir Walter's own " Mac-
dufTs Cross," and Soutliey's lively and eccentric nursery

rhymes on the '

' Cataract ofLodoar," first made their appear-

ance in the collection referred to.]

But go thou forth, O Israel !—wake ! rejoice I

Be clothed with strength, as in thine ancient day !

Kenew the sound of harps, th' exulting Toice,

The mirth of timbrels '—loose the chain, and say

God hath redeem'd his people !—from decay

The silent and the trampled shall arise '

Awake !—put on thy lieautiful array,

O long-forsaken Zion !—to the skies

Send up on every wind thy choral melodies !

And Uft thy head !—Behold thy sons returning,

Redeem'd from exile, ransom'd fVom the chain.

Light hath revisited the house of mourning

:

She that on Judah's mountains wept in vain.

Because her children were not, dwells again

Girt with the lovely ! Through thy streets once more.
City of God I shall pass the bridal train.

And the bright lamps their festive radiance pour.

And the triumphal hymns thy joy of youth restore !
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THE LAST CONSTANTINE.

. . " Thou rtrivest nobly,

When heart! ofttemer stuff perhaps had sunk
;

And o'er thjr lUI, tf It be so decreed.

Good men will mourn, and brave men will shed tears

Fame I look not for ;

Dut to sustain. In Heaven's nlt-seelng eye.

Before my fellow men, in mine own sight,

With gracefiil virtue and beeoming pride.

The dignity and honour of a man,

Thus station 'd as I am, 1 will do all

That man may do."

Miss Baiujk's " ConstaoUoa Palaologus.'

The fires grew pale on Rome's deserted shrines,

In the dim gi'Ot the Pythia's voice had died

;

^Shout for the City of the Constautines,

The rising city of the billow-side,

Tlie City of the Cross !—great ocean's bride,

Crown'd with her birth she spi-uug ! Long ages

past.

And still she look'd in glory o'er the tide.

Which at her feet barbaric riches cast,

Pour'd by tho burning East, all joyously and fast.

Long ages past !—^they left her porphyry halls

Still trod by kingly footsteps. Gems and gold

Broider'd her mantle, and her castled walls

Frown'd in their strength
;
yet there were signs

which told

Tlie days were full. The pure high faith of old

Was changed ; and on her silken couch of sleep

She lay, and murmur'd if a rose-leaf's fold

Disturb'd her dreams; and call'd her slaves to

keep

Tlieu- watch, that no rude sound might reach her

o'er the deep.

But there are sounds that from the regal dwelling

Free hearts and fearless only may exclude ;

'Tis not alone the wind at midnight swelling.

Breaks on the soft repose by luxury woo'd !

There are unbidden footsteps, which intrude

WHiere tho lamps glitter and the wine-cup flows

;

And darker hues have stain'd tho marble, strew'd

With the fresh myrtle and the short-lived rose
;

And Parian walls have rung to tho dread march

of foes.

> Tlie army of Mohammed the Second, at the siege of

Constantinople, was tlironged with fanatics of all sects and

nations, wlio were not enrolled amongst tlie regular troops.

A voice of multitudes is on tho breeze,

Remote, yet solemn as the night-storm's roar

Through Ida's giant-pines ! Across the seas

A murmur comes, like that the deep winds bore

From Tempo's haunted river to the shore

Of the reed-crown'd Eurotas ; when, of old,

Dark Asia sent her battle-myriads o'er

Th' indignant wave, which would not be controU'd,

But past the Persian's chain in boundless freedom

roU'd.

And it is thus again ! Swift oars are dashing

The parted waters, and a light is cast [flashing

On their white foam-wreaths, from the sudden

Of Tartar spears, whose ranks are thickening fast.

There swells a savage trumpet on tho blast,

A music of the deserts, wild and deep.

Wakening sti-ange echoes, as the shores are pass'd

Where low midst Ilion's dust her conquerors sleep,

O'ershadowing with high names each rude sepul-

chral heap.

War from the West !—^the snows on Thracian hills

Are loosed by Spring's warm breath
; yet o'er the

lands

Which Hajmus girds, the chainless momitain-rills

Pour down less swiftly than the Moslem bands.

War from the East !—midst Araby's lone sands.

More lonely now the few bright founts may be.

While Ismael's bow is bent in warrior-hands

Against the Golden City of the sea.'

—Oh ! for a soul to fire thy dust, Thermopylas

!

Hear yet again, ye mighty !—Where are they

Who, with their green Olympic garlands crown'd,

Leap'd up in proudly beautiful array.

As to a banquet gathering, at the sound

Of Pei-sia's clarion ! Far and joyous round.

From the pine forests, and the mountain snows.

And tho low sylvan valleys, to the bound
Of tho bright waves, at freedom's voice they rose !

—Hath it no thrilling tone to break the tomb's

repose ?

Theyslumberwith theirswords !

—

the olive shades

In vain are whispering their immortal tale !

The Sultan himself marched upon the city from Adrianople

;

but Ills army must have been principally collected in the

Asiatic provinces, wliicli he had previously visited.
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In vain the spirit of the past pervades [vale.

The soft ivinds, breathing through each Grecian

Yet must thou wake, though all unarm'd and pale,

Devoted City ! Lo ! the Moslem's spear,

Eed from its vintage, at thy gates ; his sail

Upon thy waves, his trumpet in thine ear

!

—Awake ! and summon those, who yet per-

chance may hear

!

Be hush'd, thou faint and feeble voice of weeping

!

Lift ye the banner of the Cross on high,

And call on chiefs, whose noble sires are sleeping

In their proud graves of sainted chivalry.

Beneath the palms and cedars, where they sigh

To Syrian gales ! The sons of each brave lino

From their baronial halls shall hear your cry.

And seize the arms which flash'd round Salem's

shrine, Palestine

!

And wield for you the swords once waved for

AU still, all voiceless !—and the billow's roar

Alone replies ! Alike their soul is gone

Who shared the funeral-feast on Qita's shore.

And theirs that o'er the field of Ascalon

Swell'd the crusaders' hymn ! Then gird thou on

Thine armour. Eastern Queen ! and meet the hour

Which waits thee ere the day's fierce work is done

With a strong heart : so may thy helmet tower

Unshiver'd through the storm, for generous hope

is power !

But linger not,—array thy men of might

!

The shores, the seas, are peopled with thy foes.

Arms through thy cypress groves are gleaming

bright.

And the dark huntsmen of the wild, repose

Beneath the 8hado^vy marble porticoes

Of thy proud villas. Nearer and more near.

Around thy walls the sons of battle close

;

Each hour, each moment, hath its sound of fear.

Which the deep gravealone is charter'd not to hear

!

Away ! bring wine, bring odours, to the shade'

Where the tall pine and poplar blend on high !

I *' Hue Vina, et unguenti, et nimium breves

Flores amoenje feire jube rosae."

—

Horace.

* The castle of the Seven Towers is mentioned in the

Byzantine history, as early as the si.\th century of the Chris-

tian era, as an edifice which contributed materially to the

defence of Constantinople ; and it was the principal bulwark

Bring roses, exquisite, but soon to fade !

Snatch every brief dehght,—since we must die !

—

Yet is the hour, degenerate Greeks ! gone by.

For feast in vine-wreath'd bower or pillar'd hall

;

Dim gleams the torch beneath yon fiery sky,

And deep and hollow is the tambour's call, [fall.

And from the startled hand th' untasted cup will

The night—the glorious oriental night.

Hath lost the silence of her purple heaven.

With its clear stars ! The red artillery's light.

Athwart her worlds of tranquil splendour driven,

To the still firmament's expanse hath given

Its own fierce glare, wherein each cliff and tower

Startswildly forth; and now the air is riven Power,

With thunder-bursts, and now dull smoke-clouds

Veiling the gentle moon, in hermost hallow'd hour.

Sounds from the waters, sounds upon the earth.

Sounds in the air, of battle ! Yet with these

A voice is mingling, whose deep tones give birth

To faith and courage ! From luxurious ease

A gallant few have started ! O'er the seas, [sign

;

From the Seven Towers,^ their banner waves its

And Hope is whispering in the joyous breeze.

Which plays amidst its folds. That voice was thine;

Thy soul was on that band, devoted Constantino.

Was Rome thy parent ? Didst thou catch from her

The fire that lives in thine undaunted eye ?

—That city of the throne and sepulchre

Hath given proud lessons how to reign and die I

Heir of the Caesars ! did that lineage high,

AVhich, as a triumph to the grave, hath pass'd

With its long march of spectred imagery,'

Th' heroic mantle o'er thy spirit cast "i

Thou ! of an eagle-race the noblest and the last

!

Vain dreams ! Upon that spirit hath descended

Light from the living Foimtain, whence each

thought

Springs pure and holy ! In that eye is blended

A spark, with earth's triumphal memories fraught.

And, far within, a deeper meaning, caught

of the town on the coast of the Propontis, in the later periods

of the empire. For a description of this building, see PouftUB-

viLLK's TraveU.

3 An allusion to the Roman custom of carrj-ing in pro-

cession, at the funerals of tlieir great men, the images of tlieir

ancestora.
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From worlds unseeu. A hope, a lofty trust.

Whoso resting-place on buoyant wing is sought

(Though through its veil seen darkly from the

dust) [the just.

In realms where Time no more hath power upon

Those were proud days, when on the battle-plain,

And in the sun's bright face, and midst th' an-ay

Of awe-struck hosts, and circled by the slain.

The Roman cast his glittering mail away,^

And while a silence, as of midnight, lay

O'er breathless thousands at his voice who started,

Call'd on the unseen terrific powers that sway

The heights, the depths, the shades ; then, fear-

less-hearted.

Girt on his robe of death, and for the grave de-

parted !

But then, around him as the javelins rush'd.

From earth to heaven swell'd up the loud acclaim

;

And, ere his heart's last free libation gush'd.

With a bright smile, the warrior caught his name
Far-floating on the winds ! And Victory came.

And made the hour of that immortal deed

A life, in fiery feeling ! Valour's aim

Had sought no loftier guerdon. Thus to bleed

Was to be Rome's high star !—He died—and had

his meed.

But praise—and dearer, holier praise be theii's.

Who, in the stillness and the solitude

Of lieaits pross'd eai'thwards by a weight of cares,

Unehoer'd by Fame's proud hope, th' ethereal food

Of restless energies, and only view'd

By Him whose eye, from his eternal throne.

Is on the soul's dai-k places ; have subdued

And vow'd themselves with strength till then

unknown.

To some high martyr-task, in secret and alone.

1 The following was the ceremony of consecration with

which Deciua devoted himself in battle :—He was ordered by

Valerius, the Pontifex Maxinms, to quit liis military habit,

and put on the robe he wore in the senate. Valerius then

covered his head with a veil, commanded him to put forth

his hand under his robe to his chin, and, standing with both

feet upon a javelin, to repeat these words:—*' O Janus,

Jupiter, Mars, Komulus, Itellona! and ye. Lares and

Novensiles ! All you heroes who dwell in heaven ! and all

ye gods who rule over us and our enemie*—especially ye gods

of hell !—I honour you, invoke you, and humbly entreat you

to prosper the arms of the Romans, and to transfer all fear

and terror from them to their enemies ; and I do, for the

Theirs be the bright and sacred names, enshrined

Far in the bosom ! for their deeds belong.

Not to the gorgeous faith which charm'd mankind

With its rich pomp of festival and song.

Garland, and shrine, and incense-bearing throng

;

But to that Spirit, hallowing, as it tries

Man's hidden soul in whispers, yet more strong

Than storm or earthquake's voice ; for thence arise

All that mysterious world's unseen sublimities.

Well might thy name, brave Constantino ! awake

Such thought, such feeling !—But the scene again

Bursts on my vision, as the day-beams break

Through the red sulphurous mists ; the camp, the

plain.

The terraced palaces, the dome-capt fane.

With its bright cross fix'd high in crowning grace

;

Spears on the ramparts, galleys on the main.

And, circling all with arms, that turban'd race—

The sun, the desert, stamp'd in each dark haughty

fe.ce.

Shout, ye seven hills ! Lo 1 Christian pennons

streaming

Red o'er the waters !
' Hail, deliverers, hail !

Along your billowy wake the radiance gleaming,

Is Hope's own smile ! They crowd the swellingsail,

On, with the foam, the simbeam and the gale.

Borne, as a victor's car ! The batteries pour

Their clouds and thunders ; but the rolling veil

Of smoke floats up the exulting winds before !

—And oh ! the glorious burst of that bright sea

and shore

!

The rocks, waves, rampai-ts, Etirope's, Asia's coast,

All throng'd ! one theatre for kingly war !

A monarch, gu-t with his barbaric host.

Points o'er the beach his flashing scimitar !

safety of the Roman people, and their legions, devote myself,

and with myself the army and auxiliaries of the enemy, to

the infernal gods, and the goddess of the cu-th." Deciiu

then, girding his robe around them, mounted his horse, and

rode full speed into the thickest of the enemy's battalions.

Tlie Latins were, for a while, thunderstruck at this spectacle;

hut at length recovering themselves, they discharged a shower

of darts, under which the Consul fell.

2 See Gibbon's animated description of the arrival of five

Christian ships, with men and provisions, for the succour

of the besieged, not many days before the fall of Con-

stantinople.—Dec/l'rK and FaU of Ou Roman Empire, vol.

liL p. 215.
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Dark tribes are tossing jayelins from afar,

Hands waring banners o'er each battlement,

Decks, with their serried guns, ari'ay'd to bar

The promised aid : but hark ! a shout is sent

Up from the noble bai'ks !—the Moslem line is

rent!

On, on through rushing flame and arrowy shower.

The welcome prows have cleft their rapid way;

And, with the shadows of the vesper hour,

Furl'd their white sails, and anchor'd in the bay.

Then were the streets with song and torch-fire gay.

Then the Greek wines fiow'd mantling in the light

Of festal halls ; and there was joy !—the ray

Of dying eyes, a moment wildly bright

—

The simset ofthe soul, ere lost to mortal sight.

For vain that feeble succour ! Day by day
Th' imperial towers are crumbling, and the sweep

Of the vast engines, in their ceaseless play,

Comes powerful, aswhen heaven unbinds the deep!

—Man's heart is mightier than the castled steep.

Yet will it sink when earthly hope is fled

;

Man's thoughtswork darkly insuch hours, andsleep
Flies far ; and in their mien, the walls who tread.

Things by the brave untold may fearfully be read!

XXVI.

It was a sad and solemn task, to hold

Their midnight-watch on that beleaguer'd wall

!

As the sea-wave beneath the bastions roU'd,

A sound of fate was in its rise and fall

;

The heavy clouds were as an empire's pall.

The giant shadows of each tower and fane

Lay like the grave's ; alow mysterious call

Breathed in the wind, and, from the tented plain,

A voice ofomens rose with each wild martial strain.

For they might catch the Arab chargers neighing,

The Thracian drum, the Tartar's drowsy song ;

Might almost hear the soldan's banner swaying.

The watchword mutter'd in some eastern tongue.

Then flash'd the gim's terrific light along

The marble streets, all stillness—not repose;

And boding thoughts came o'er them, dark and

strong

;

^ •* The summits of the lofty rocks in the Carnatic, par-

ticularly about the Ghauts, are sometimes covered with tlie

bamboo tree, which grows in thicl£ clumps, and is of such

uncommon aridity that, in the sultry season of the year, the

friction occasioned by a strong dry wind will literally produce

For heaven, earth, air, speak augimes to those

Who see their number'd hours fast pressing to the

close.

xxvui.

But strength is from the Mightiest ! There is one

Still in the breach and on the rampart seen.

Whose cheek shows paler with each morning sun,

And tells in silence how the night hath been

In kingly halls a vigil : yet serene

The ray set deep within his thoughtful eye

;

And there is that in his collected mien,

To which the hearts of noble men reply

With fires, partaking not this frame's mortality !

XXIX.

Yes ! call it not of lofty minds the fate

To pass o'er earth in brightness but alone

;

High power was made their birthright, to create

A thousand thoughts responsive to their own !

A thousand echoes of their spirit's tone

Start into life, where'er their path may be,

Still following fast; as when the wind hath blown

O'er Indian groves,' a wanderer wild and free.

Kindling and bearing flames afar from tree to tree

!

And it is thus with thee ! thy lot is cast

On evil days, thou Ca;sar I—yet the few.

That set their generous bosom to the blast

WTiich rocks thy throne—the fearless and the true,

Boar hearts wherein thy glance can still renew

The free devotion of the years gone by.

When fi-om bright dreams th' ascendant Roman
drew

Enduring strength ! States vanish—ages fly

—

But leave one task unchanged—to sufi'er and to die

!

These are our nature's heritage. But thou.

The crown'd with empire ! thou wert call'dto share

A cup more bitter. On thy fevcr'd brow

The semblance of that buoyant hope to wear,

Which long had pass'd away; alone toliear

The rush and pressure of dark thoughts, that came

As a strong billow in their weight of care.

And with all this to smile ! For earth-bom frame

Those are stem conflicts, yet they pass, unknown

to fame

!

sparks of fire, which, frequently setting the woods in a blaze,

exhibit to the spectator stationed in a valley surrounded by

rocks, a magnificent though imperfect circle of fire."

—

^otet

to KiNDERSLEY's SpeciiDem ofHindoo Literature.
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XXXII.

Her glance is on the triumph, on the field,

On the red scaffold ; and where'er, in sight

Of human eyes, the human soul is stccl'd

To deeds that seem as of immortal might,

Yet are proud Nature's ! But her meteor-light

Can pierce no depths, no clouds ; it falls not where

In silence, and in secret, and in night.

The noble heart doth wrestle with despair.

And rise more strong than death from its unwit-

ness'd prayer.

XXXIII.

Men have been finn in battle ; they have stood

With a prevaiUng hope on ravaged plains.

Andwon the birthright of their hearthswith blood,

And died rejoicing, midst their ancient fanes.

That so their children, undefiled with chains,

Might worship there in peace. But they that stand

When not a beacon o'er the wave remains,

Link'd but to perish with a ruin'd land.

Where Freedom dies with them— call these a

martyr-band !

XXXIT.

But the world heeds them not. Or if, perchance.

Upon their strife it bend a careless eye,

It is but as the Roman's stoic glance

Fell on that stage, where man's last agony

Was made his sport, who, knowing one must die,

Eeck'd not which champion ; but prepared the strain.

And bound the bloody wreath of victory.

To greet the conqueror; while, with calm disdain,

The vanquish'd proudly met the doom he met in

The hour of Fate comes on ! and it is fraught

With this of Liberty, that now the need

Is past to veil the brow of anjuous thought, [bleed,

And clothe the heart, which still beneath must

With Hope's fair-seeming drapery. Wo are freed

From tasks like these by misery : one alone

Is left the brave, and rest shall be thy meed,

Prince, watcher, wearied one ! when thou hast

shown [and throne.

How brief the cloudy space which parts the grave

The signs are ftill. They are not in the sky.

Nor in the many voices of the air,

1 Tliose who steer their westward course through the middle

of the Propontis may at once descry the high lands of Tlirace

and Bithynia. and never lose sight of the lofty summit of

Nor the swift clouds. No fiery hosts on high

Toss their wild spears : no meteor banners glare,

No comet fiercely shakes its blazing hair

;

And yet the signs are full : too truly seen

In the thinn'd ramparts, in the pale despair

Which lends one language to a people's mien.

And in the ruin'd heaps where wall and towers

have been I

xxxvn.

It is a night of beauty : such a night

As, from the sparry grot or laurel-shade.

Or wave in marbled cavern rippling bright,

Might woo the nymphs of Grecian fount and glade

To sport beneath its moonbeams, which pervade

Their forest haunts ; a night to rove alone

Where the youngleaves by vernal winds aresway'd,

And the reeds whisper with a dreamy tone

Of melody that seems to breathe from worlds

unknown

;

xxxviu.

A night to call from green Elysium's bowers

The shades of elder bards ; a night to hold

Unseen communion with th' inspiring powers

That made deep groves their dwelling-place of old;

A night for mourners, o'er the hallov/'d mould.

To strew sweet flowers—for revellers to fill

And wreathe the cup—for sorrows to be told

Which love hath cherish'd long. Vain thoughts !

be still

!

It is a night of fate, stamp'd with Almighty Will

!

XXXIX.

It should come sweeping in the storm, and rending

The ancient summits in its dread career !

And with vast billows wrathfully contending,

And with dark clouds o'crshadowing every sphere

!

But He, whose footstep shakes the earth with fear.

Passing to lay the sovereign cities low,

Alike in His omnipotence is near.

When the soft winds o'er spiing's green pathway

blow,

And when His thunders cleave the monarch

moimtain's brow.

The heavens in stUl magnificence look down

On the hush'd Bosphorus, whose ocean stream

Sleeps with its paler stars : the snowy crown

Of far Olympus,' in the moonlight gleam.

Mount Olympus, covered with eternal snows.

—

lifeline an

Fall, &c. vol. iii. p. 8.
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Towers radiantly, as when the Pagan's dream

Throng'd it with gods, and bent th' adoring knee;

—But that is past—and now the One Supreme

Fills not alone those haunts, but earth, air, sea,

And Time, which presses on to finish his decree.

Olympus, Ida, Delphi ! ye, the thrones

And temples of a visionary might.

Brooding in clouds above your forest zones.

And mantling thence the realms beneath vrith

night

:

Te have look'd down on battles—Fear and Flight,

And arm'd Revenge, all hurrying past below !

—

But there is yet a more appalling sight

For earth prepared than e'er, with tranquil brow.

Ye gazed on from your world of solitude and snow

!

Last night a sound was in the Moslem camp,

And Asia's hills re-echo'd to a cry [tramp

Of savage mirth ! Wild horn and war-steeds'

Blent witli the shout of barbarous revelry,

The clash of desert-speara ! Last night the sky

A hue of menace and of wrath put on,

Caught from red watch-fires, blazing far and high,

And countless as the flames in ages gone,

Streaming to heaven's bright queen from shadowy

Lebanon !

But all is stillness now. May this be sleep

Which wraps those Eastern thousands 1 Yes !

perchance

Along yon moonlit shore and dark-blue deep.

Bright are their visions with the Houri's glance.

And they behold the sparkling fountains dance

Beneath the bowers of paradise that shed

Eich odours o'er the faithful ; but the lance.

The bow, the spear, now round the slumberers

spread, [dead.

Ere Fate fulfil such dreams, must rest beside the

XLIV.

May this be sleep, this hush ?—A sleepless eye

Doth hold its vigil midst that dusky race !

One that would scan th' abyss of destiny

E'en now is gazing on the skies to trace.

In those bright worlds, the burning isles of space.

Fate's mystic pathway : they the while, serene.

Walk in their beauty ; but Mohammed's face

^ Mohammed II. was greatly addicted to the study of

astrology. His calculations in this science led him to Ax

Kindles beneath their aspect,^ and his mien.

All fired with stormy joy, by that soft light is

Oh ! wild presumption of a conqueror's dream.

To gaze on those pure altar-fires, enshrined

In depths of blue infinitude, and deem

They shine to guide the spoiler of mankind

O'er fields of blood ! But with the restless mind

It hath been ever thus ! and they that weep

For worlds to conquer, o'er the bounds assign'd

To human search, in daring pride would sweep.

As o'er the trampled dust wherein they soon must

sleep.

But ye ! that beam'd on Fate's tremendous night.

When the storm burst o'er golden Babylon

;

And ye, that sparkled with your wonted light

O'er burning Salem, by the Roman won ;

And ye, that calmly vieVd the slaughter done

In Rome'sown streets, when Alaric's trumpet-blast

Rang through the Capitol : bright spheres ! roll

on

!

Still bright, though empires fall ; andbid man cast

His humbled eyes to earth, and commune with

the past.

XLVH.

For it hath mighty lessons ! from the tomb.

And from the ruins of the tomb, and where.

Midst the wreck'd cities in the desert's gloom.

All tameless creatures make their savage lair.

Thence comes its voice, that shakes the midnight

air.

And calls up clouds to dim the laughing day.

And thrills the soid ;—yet bids us not despair.

But make one Rock our shelter and our stay.

Beneath whose shade all else is passing to decay !

XLvni.

The hours move on. I see a wavering gleam

O'er the hush'd waters tremulously fall,

Pour'd from the Coesars' palace ; now the beam

Of many lamps is brightening in the hall,

And from its long arcades and pillars tall

Soft graceful shadows undulating lie

On the wave's heaving bosom, and recall

A thought of Venice, with her moonlight sky.

And festal seas and domes, and fairy pageantry.

upon the morning of the 29th of May, as the fortunate hoar

for a general attack upon the city.
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But from that dwelling floats no mirthful sound !

Tho swell of flute and Grecian lyre no more,

Wafting an atmosphere of music round,

Telia tho hush'd seaman, gliding past the shore,

How mouarchs revel there ! Its feasts are o'er

—

Why gleam the lights along its colonnade 1

—I see a train of guests in sUence pour

Through its long avenues of teiTaccd shade.

Whose stately founts and bowers for joy alone

were made !

In Bilence, and in arms ! With helm— with

sword

—

These are no marriage garments ! Yet e'en now

Thy nuptial feast should grace the regal board.

Thy Georgian bride should wreathe her lovelybrow

With an imperial diadem !'—but thou,

fated pidnce ! art call'd, and these with thee.

To darker scenes ; and thou hast leam'd to bow

Thine Eastern sceptre to the dread decree.

And coimt it joy enough to perish—being free !

On through long vestibules, with solemn tread.

As men, that in some time of fear and woe.

Bear darkly to their rest the noble dead.

O'er whom by day their sori'ows may not flow.

The warriors pass : their measured steps are slow,

And hollow echoes fill the marble halls.

Whose long-drawn vistas open as they go

In desolate pomp ; and from tho pictured walls.

Sad seems the light itself which on their armour

faUsI

And they have reach'd a gorgeous chamber, bright

With all we dream of splendour ; yet a gloom

Seems gather'd o'er it to the boding sight,

A shadow that anticipates the tomb !

Still from its fretted roof the lamps illume

A purple canopy, a golden throne

;

But it is empty !—hath tho stroke of doom

Fallon there already ? Where is He, the One,

Bom that high seat to fill, supremely and alone 1

Oh ! there are times whoso pleasure doth efface

Earth's vain distinctions I When the storm boats

loud,

* Conatantiiie Palacologua was betrothed to a Georgian

princess, and the very spring wliicli witnessed tlie fall of

When the strong towers are tottering to their base,

And tho streets rock,—who mingle in the crowd 1

—Peasant and chief, the lowly and tho proud.

Are in that throng ! Yes, life hath many an hour

Which makes us kindred, by one chast'ningbow'd.

And feeling but, as from the storm we cower.

What shrinking weakness feels before unbounded

power !

Yet then that Power, whose dwelling is on high,

Its loftiest marvels doth reveal, and speak.

In tho deep human heart more gloriously.

Than in the bursting thunder ! Thence the weak.

They that seem'd form'd, as flower-stems, but to

break [name

With the first wind, have risen to deeds whose

Still calls up thoughts that mantle to tho chock.

And thrill the pulse!—Ay, strength no pangs could

tame [and flame !

Hath look'd from woman's eye upon the sword

And this is of such hours !—That throne is void,

And its lord comes uncrown'd. Behold him stand.

With a calm brow, where woes have not destroy'd

The Greek's heroic beauty, midst his band.

The gather'd virtue of a sinking land

—

Alas ! how scanty ! Now is cast aside

All form of princely state ; each noble hand

Is press'd by turns in his : for earthly pride

There is no room in hearts where earthly hope

hatli died !

A moment's hush—and then he speaks—^he speaks

!

But not of hope ! that dream hath long gone by:

His words are full of memory—as he seeks.

By the strong names of Rome and Liberty,

Which yet are living powers that fire the eye.

And rouse tho heart of manhood ; and by all

The sad yet grand remembrances, that lie

Deep with earth's buried heroes ; to recall

The soul of other years, if but to grace their fall

!

His words are full of faith !—and thoughts, more

high

ThanRome e'er knew,now fill his glance with light

;

Thoughts which give nobler lessons how to die,

Thane'erweredrawn fromNature'shaughtymight!

Constantinople had been fixed upon as the time for coovey-

ing the imperial bride to that city.
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And to that eye, with all the spirit bright.

Have theirs replied in tears, which may not shame

The bravest in such moments ! 'Tis a sight

To make all earthly splendours cold and tame,

—That generous burst of soul, with its electric

flame

!

Lvni.

They weep—those champions of the Cross—they

weep.

Yetvowthemselves to death ! Ay, midstthat train,

Are martyrs, privileged in tears to steep

Their lofty sacrifice ! The pang is vain.

And yet its gush of sorrow shall not stain

A warrior's sword. Those men are strangers

here :

'

The homes they never may behold again.

Lie far away, with all things blest and dear,

On laughing shores, to which their barks no more

shall steer!

Know'st thou the land where bloom the orange

bowers?^

Where, through dark foliage, gleam the citron's

dyes?

—It is their own. They see their fathers' towers

Midst its Hesperian groves in sunlight rise

:

They meet, in soul, the bright Italian eyes

Which long and vainly shall explore the main

For their white sails' return : the melodies

Of that sweet land are floating o'er their brain

—

Oh ! what a crowded world one moment may
contain !

Such moments come to thousands !—few may die

Amidst theirnative shades. The young, thebrave.

The beautiful, whose gladdening voice and eye

Made summer in a parent's heart, and gave

Light to their peopled homes ; o'er land and wave

Are scatter'd fast and far, as rose-leaves fall

From the deserted stem. They find a grave

Far from the shadow of th' ancestral hall,

Alonelybed is theirs, whose smileswerehopeto all

!

But life flows on, and bears us with its tide.

Nor may we, lingering, by the slumberers dwell,

' Many of the adlierents of Constantine, in his last noble

stand for the lil>erties, or ratlier tlie honour, of a falling

empire, were foreigners, and chiefly Italians,

^ This and the next line are an almost literal translation

from a beautiful song of Goethe's :

—

Though they were those once blooming at our side

In youth's gay home ! Away ! what sound's deep

swell

Comes on the wind?—It is an empire's knell,

Slow, sad, majestic, pealing through the night

!

For the last time speaks forth the solemn bell

Which calls the Christians to their holiest rite.

With a funereal voice of soUtary might.

Again, and yet again ! A startling power

In sounds like these lives ever; for they bear,

Full on remembrance, each eventful hoiu-

Checkering life's crowded path. They fill the air

When conquerors pass, and fearful cities wear

A mien like joy's; and when your brides are led

From their paternal homes ; and when the glare

Of burning streets on midnight's cloud waves red.

And when the silent house receives its guest

—

the dead.^

But to those tones what thrilling soul was given

On that last night of empire ! As a spell

Whereby the life-blood to its source is driven.

On the chill'd heart of multitudes they fell.

Each cadence seem'd a prophecy, to tell

Of sceptres passing from their line away.

An angel-watcher's long and sad farewell.

The requiem of a faith's departing sway,

Athrone's, a nation's dii'ge, a wail for earth's decay.

Again, and yet again !—from yon high dome.

Still the slow peal comes awfully; and they

WTio never more, to rest in mortal home.

Shall throw the breastplate off at fall of day,

Th' imperial band, in close and arm'd aiTay,

As men that from the sword must part no more.

Take through the midnight streets their silentway.

Within their ancient temple to adore.

Ere yet its thousand years of Christian pomp are

o'er.

It is the hour of sleep : yet few the eyes

O'er which forgetfulness her balm hath shed

In the beleaguer'd city. Stillness lies.

With moonlight, o'er the hUls and waters spread,

*' Kennst du das land, MO die Eitrcnen bluhn

Mit dunkcln laub die gold orangen gluhn ? " eto.

3 The idea expressed in this stanza is beautifully amplified

in Schiller's poem, '* D.is Lied der Glocke."
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But not the less, with signs and sounds of dread.

The time speeds on. No voice is raised to gi-eet

The last brave Constantino ; and yet the tread

Of many steps is in the echoing street.

And pressure of pale crowds, scarce conscious why

they meet.

Theirhomesare luxury's yet; whypourtheythence

With a dim terror in each restless eye ?

Hath the dread car which bears the pestilence.

In darkness, with its heavy wheels roU'd by.

And rock'd their palaces, as if on high [board

The whirlwind pass'd 1 From couch and joyous

Hath the fierce phantom beckou'd them to die !

'

—No !—what are those 1—for them a cup is

pour'd [and tho sword.

More dark with wrath,

—

man comes—the spoiler

StUl, as the monarch and his chieftains pass

Through those pale throngs, the streaming torch-

light throws

On some wild form, amidst the living mass.

Hues, deeply red like lava's, which disclose

What countless shapes are worn by mortal woes

!

Lips bloodless, quivering limbs, hands clasp'd m
prayer, [shows

Starts, tremblings, hurryings, tears ; all outward

Betokening inward agonies, were there : [despair

!

Greeks ! Romans ! all but such as image brave

Lxvin.

But high above that scene, ifi bright repose.

And beauty borrowing from the torches' gleams

A mien of life, yet where no life-blood flows.

But all instinct with loftier being seems.

Pale, grand, colossal : lo ! th' embodied dreams

Ofyore !—Gods, heroes, bards, in marble wrought,

Look down, as powers, upon the wild extremes

Of mortal passion ! Yet 'twas man that caught.

And in each glorious form enshrined immortal

thought

!

Stood ye not thus amidst the streets of Rome ?

That Rome which witness'd, in her sceptred days,

So much of noble death ? When shrine and dome.

Midst clouds of incense, rang with choral lays,

1 It Is said to be a Greek superstition ttiat the plaf^ue

la announced by the heavy rolling of an Invisible chariot,

heard in the streets at midnight ; and also by ttie appearance

of a gigantic spectre, who summons the devoted person by

As the long triumph pass'd, with all its blaze

Of regal spoil, wore ye not proudly borne,

sovereign forms ! concentring all the rays

Of the soul's lightnings!—did ye not adorn

The pomp which earth stood still to gaze on, and

to mourn 1

Hath it been thus 1—Or did ye grace the halls.

Once peopled by the mighty 1 Haply there.

In your still grandeur, from the pillar'd walls

Serene ye smiled on banquets of despair,'

Where hopeless courage wrought itself to dare

The stroke of its deliverance, midst the glow

Of living wreaths, the sighs of perfumed air.

The sound of lyres, the flower-crown'd goblet's

flow. [ings now

!

—Behold again !—high hearts make nobler offer-

The stately fane is reach'd—and at its gate

The warriors pause. On life's tumultuous tide

A stillness falls, while ho wliom regal state

Hath mark'd from all, to bo more sternly tried

By suffering, speaks : each ruder voice hath died.

While his implores forgiveness 1
—" If there be

One midst your throngs, my people ! whom, in

pride

Or passion, I have wrong'd ; such pardon free

As mortals hope from heaven, accord that man to

me !"

Lxxn.

But all is silence ; and a gush of tears

Alone replies ! He hath not been of those

Who, fear'd by many, pine in secret fears

Of all ; th' environ'd but by slaves and foes,

To whom day brings not safety, night repose.

For they liave heard the voice cry, " Sleep no more/"

Of them he hath not been, nor such as close

Their hearts to misery, till the time is o'er,

\VTien it speaks low and kneels th' oppressor's

throne before

!

Lxxm.

He hath been loved. But who may trust the love

Of a degenerate race 1—in other mould

Are cast the free and lofty hearts that prove

Their faith through fiery trials. Yet behold,

3 Many Instances of sucli banquets, given and shared by

persons resolved upon death, might he adduced from ancient

history. That of Vibius Virius, at Capua, is amongst th«

most memorable.
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And call him not forsaken !—thoughts untold

Have lent his aspect calmness, and his tread

Moves firmly to the shrine. What pomps unfold

Within its precincts ! Isles and seas have shed

Their gorgeous treasures there, aroxmd th' im-

perial dead.

LXSIV.

'TIb a proud vision—that most regal pile

Of ancient days ! The lamps are streaming bright

From its rich altar, down each pUlar'd aisle,

Whose vista fades in dimness ; but the sight

Is lost in splendours, as the wavering light

Develops on those walls the thousand dyes

Of the vejn'd marbles, which array their height,

And from yon dome, the lode-star of all eyes,'

Pour such an iris-glow as emulates the skies.

LXXV.

But gaze thou not on these ; though heaven's own
hues

In their soft clouds and radiant tracery vie

—

Though tints, of sun-bom glory, may suffuse

Arch, column, rich mosaic—pass thou by

The stately tombs, where Eastern Coosars lie,

Beneath their trophies : pause not here ; for know,

A deeper source of all sublimity

Lives in man's bosom, than the world can show

In nature or in art—above, around, below.

LXXVI.

Turn thou to mark (though tearsmaydimthy gaze)

The steel-clad group before yon altar-stone :

Heed not though gems and gold around it blaze

;

Those heads unhelm'd, those kneeling forms alone,

Thusbow'djlookglorioushere. Thelightisthrown

Full from the shrine on one, a nation's lord,

A sufferer ! but his task shall soon be done

—

E'en now, as Faith's mysterious cup is pour'd.

See to that noble brow, peace, not of earth, re-

stored !

LXXVII.

The rite is o'er. The band of brethren part.

Once—and hut once—to meet on earth again !

1 For a minute description of the marbles, jaspers, and

porphyries, employed in the construction of St Sophia, see

The Dalinc and Fall, &c., vol. vii. p. 120.

2 The assault of the city took place at daybreak, and the

Turks were strictly enjoined to advance in silence, which had

also been commanded, on pain of death, during the preceding

night. This circumstance is linely alluded to by Miss Baillie,

in her tragedy of Comtanlim Palcpoloffus :—
" Silent shall be the march ; nor drum, nor trump,

Kor cliuh of arms, shall to the watchful foe

Each, in the strength of a collected heart.

To dare what man may dare—and know 'tis vain

!

The rite is o'er : and thou, majestic fane I

The glory is departed from thy brow !

—

Be clothed with dust !—the Christian's farewell

strain

Hath died within these walls ; thy Cross must bow.

Thy kingly tombs be spoU'd, the golden shrines

laid low I

Lxxvm.

The streets grow still and lonely—and the star.

The last bright lingerer in the path of mom,
Gloams faint ; and in the very lap of war,

As if young Hope with twilight's ray were bom.

Awhile the city sleeps : her throngs, o'erwom

With fears and watchings, to their homes retire.

Nor is the balmy air of dayspring torn

With battle-sounds ;^ the winds in sighs expire.

And quiet broods in mists that veil the simbeam's

fire.

LXXIX.

The city sleeps ! Ay ! on the combat's eve,

And by the scaifold's brink, and midst the swell

Of angry seas, hath Nature won reprieve [well.

Thus from her cares. The brave have slumber'd

And e'en the fearful, in their dimgeon cell,

Chain'd between life and death. Such rest be

thine.

For conflicts wait thee still !—yet who can tell,

In that brief hour, how much of heaven may shine

Full on thy spirit's dream !—Sleep, weary Con-

stantino !

Doth the blast rise ?—the clouded east is red.

As if a storm were gathering ; and I hear

What seems like heavy rain-drops, or the tread.

The soft and smother'd step of those that fear

Surprise from ambush'd foes. Hark ! yetmore near

It comes, a many-toned and mingled sound
;

A rustling, as of winds, where boughs are sere

—

A rolling, as of wheels that shake the ground

From far ; a heavy rush, like seas that burst their

bound !

Oor near approach betray : silent and soft

As the pard's velvet fbot on Libyan sands.

Slow stealing with crouch'd shoulders on her prey.'

ConstAirrinB Pai.-'eoi.ogos, act It.

** The march and labour of thousands " must, however, as

Gibbon observes, '* have inevitably produced a strange eon-

fusion of discordant clamours, which reached the ears of the

watchmen on the towers.*'
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LXXZL

Wake ! wake ! They come from sea and shore

ascending

In hosts your ramparts ! Arm ye for the day !

Who now may sleep amidst the thunders rending,

Through tower and wall, a path for their array 1

Hark ! how the tnunpct cheers them to the prey,

With its wild voice, to which the seas reply

;

And the eai-th rocks beneath their engines' sway,

And the fivr hills repeat their battle-cry, [sky !

Till that fierce tumult seems to shake the vaulted

T.nyyit.

TItey fail not now, the generous band, that long

Have ranged their swords around a falling throne

;

Still in those fearless men the walls are strong.

Hearts, such as rescue empires, are their own I

—Shall those high energies be vainly shown t

No ! from their towers th' invading tide is driven

Back, like the Red Sea waves, when God had blown
With his strong winds ! The dark-brow'd ranks

ai'e riven :' [Heaven !

Shout, warrioi-8 of the Cross !—for victory is of

LXXXIIL

Stand firm ! Again the Crescent host is rushing,

And the waves foam, as on the galleys sweep,

With all their fires and darts, though blood is

gushing

Fast o'er their sides, as rivers to the deep.

Stand firm !—there yet is hope; th' ascent is steep,

And from on high no shaft descends in vain.

—But those that fall swell up the mangled heap.

In the red moat, the dying and the slain.

And o'er that fearful bridge the assailants mount

again !

LXXXIT.

Oh ! the dread mingling, in that awful hour.

Of all terrific sounds !—the savage tone

Of the wild horn, the cannon's peal, the shower

Of hissing darts, the crash of walls o'erthrown.

The deep dull tambom-'s beat—-man's voice alono

Is there unheard ! Ye may not catch the cry

Of trampled thousands—prayer, and shi-iek, and

moon.

^ " After a conflict of two hours, the Orceks still main-

tained and preserved tlieir advanta^,** says Gibbon. Tlie

strenuous exertions of the janizaries first turned the fortune

of tile day.

* " A circumstance that distinguishes tlie siege of Con-

stantinople is the union of the ancient and modem artillery.

The bullet and the battering-ram nere directed against tlie

same wall ; nor had the discoverj- of gunpowder superseded

All drowu'd, as that fierce hurricane sweeps by,

But swell theunheeded sum earth pays for victory

!

LXXXV.

War-clouds have wrapt the city !—through their

dun

O'erloaded canopy, at times a blaze

As of an angry storm-presaging sim,

From the Greek fire shoots up !^ and lightning rays

Rash, from the shock of sabres*, through the haze.

And glancing arrows cleave the dusky air !

—Ay ! this is in the compass of our gaze.

But fearful things unknovm, luitold, ai'e there

—

Workings of wrath and death, and anguish, and

despair 1

LXXXVI.

Woe, shame and woe !—A chief, a warrior flies,

A red-cross champion, bleeding, wild, and pale !

—Oh God ! that Nature's passing agonies

Thus, o'er the spark which dies not, shotild prevail

!

Yes ! rend the arrow from thy shatter'd moil.

And stanch the blood-drops, Genoa's fallen son !

'

Fly swifter yet ! the javelins pour as hail !

—But there arc tortures which thou canst not

shim:

The spirit is their prey—thy pangs are but begtm

!

Lxxxvn.

Oh, happy in their homes, the noble dead !

The seal is set on their majestic fame
;

[shed,

Earth has drunk deep the generous blood they

Fate has no power to dim their stainless name !

T/iey may not, in one bitter moment, shame

Long glorious years. From many a lofty stem

Fall graceful flowers, and eagle hearts grow tame.

And stars drop, fading from the diadem

;

But the bright past is theirs—there is no change

,

for them/

Lxxxvin.

Where art thou, Constantino ?—where death is

reaping

His sevenfold harvest !—whore the stormy light.

Fast as th' artillery's thunderbolts are sweeping.

Throws meteor-bursts o'er battle's noonday-night I

the use of the liquid and inextinguishable fire."

—

Decline and

Fall, Ac, vol. jii., p. 213.

* " The imme<liate loss of Constantinople may be ascribed

to the bullet, or lurow, which pierced the gauntlet of John

Justinianl, (a Genoese chief.) The sij,'lit of his blood and

exquisite iiain appalled the courage of the chief, whose arms

and counsels were the firmest rampart of the city."

—

Vecline

and Fall, dtc vol. xii. p. 229.



232 TALES AND HISTORIC SCENES.

Where the towers rock and crumble from their

height.

As to the earthquake, and the engines ply

Like red Vesuvio ; and where human might

Confronts all this, and still brave hearts beat high,

While scimitars ring loud on shivering panoply.

LXXXIX.

Where art thou, Constantino'!—where Christian

blood

Hath bathed the walls in torrents, and in vain !

Where faith and valour perish in the flood.

Whose billows, rising o'er their bosoms, gain

Dark strength each moment ; where the gallant

slain

Around the banner of the Cross lie strew'd

Thick as the vine-leaves on th' autumnal plain ;

Where all, save one high spirit, is subdued.

And through the breach press on th' o'erwhelming

multitude.

Now is he battling midst a host alone.

As the last cedar stems awhile the sway

Of mountain storms, whose fury hath o'erthrown

Its forest-brethren in their green array !

And he hath cast his purple robe away.

With its imperial bearings, that his sword

An iron ransom from the chain may pay.

And win, what haply fate may yet accord,

Asoldier's death—theallnowleftan empire'slord!

Search for him now where bloodiest he the files

Wliich once were men, the faithful and the brave!

Search for him now where loftiest rise the piles

Of shatter'dhelmsand shields whichcould not save,

And crests and banners never more to wave

In the free winds of heaven ! He is of those

O'er whom the host may rush, the tempest rave.

And the steeds trample, and the spearmen close,

Yet wake them not !—so deep their long and last

repose !

Woe to the vanquish'd !—thus it hath been still

Since Time's first march ! Hark, hark, a people's

cry!

Ay, now the conquerors in the streets fulfil

1 Mohammed II., on entering, after his victory, tlie palace

of tlie Byzantine emperors, was strongly impressed with the

silence and desolation which reigned within its precincts.

** A melancholy reflection on the vicissitudes of human

greatness forced itself on his mind, and he repeated an

Their task of wrath ! In vain the victims fly

;

Hark ! now each piercing tone of agony

Blends in the city's shriek ! The lot is cast.

Slaves ! 'twas your choice thus, rather thus, to die.

Than where the warrior's blood flows warm and

fast, [the last

!

And roused and mighty hearts beat proudly to

Oh ! well doth freedom battle ! Men have made,

E'en midst their blazing roofs, a noble stand.

And on the floors, where once their children play'd.

And by the hearths, roimd which their household

band

At evening met ; ay, struggling hand to hand.

Within the vety chambers of their sleep.

There have they taught the spoilers of the land

In chainless hearts what fiery strength lies deep.

To guard free homes! But ye!—kneel, tremblers!

kneel, and weep !

'Tis eve—the storm hath died, the valiant rest

Low on their shields ; the days fierce work is done.

And blood-stain'd seas and burning towers attest

Its fearful deeds. An empire's race is run !

Sad, midst his glory, looks the parting stm

Upon the captive city. Hark ! a swell

(Meet to proclaim barbaric war-fields won)

Of fierce triumphal sounds, that wildly tell

The Soldancomeswithin the Csesais' haUs to dwell

!

Yes ! with the peal of cymbal and of gong.

He comes : the Moslem treads those ancient halls!

But all is stillness there, as death had long

Been lord alone within those gorgeous walls.

And half that silence of the grave appals [hour.

The conqueror's heart. Ay ! thus, with triumph's

Still comes the boding whisper, which recalls

A thought of those impervious clouds that lower

O'er grandeur's path, a sense of some &r mightier

Power !

" The owl upon Afrasiab's towers hath sung

Her watch-song,^ and around th' imperial throne

The spider weaves his web ! "—Still darkly hung

That verse of omen, as a prophet's tone,

elegant distich of Persian poetry :
* The spider has wove hto

web in the imperial palace, and the owl hath sung her watch-

song on the towers of Afrasiab.' "

—

Decline and FaUt &c,
vol. xii. p. 240.
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O'er his flush'd spirit. Years on years have flown

To prove its truth : kings pile tlieir domes in air.

That the eoil'J suake may bask on sculptured stone.

And nations clear the forest, to prepare [there !

For the wild fox and wolf more stately dwellings

But thou ! that on thy ramparts proudly dying,

As a crown'd leader in such hours should die,

Upon thy pyre of shiver'd spears art lying,

AVith the heavens o'er thee for a canopy.

And banners for thy shroud ! No tear, no sigh,

Shall mingle with thy dirge ; for thou art now
Beyond vicissitude ! Lo ! rear'd on high.

The Crescent blazes, while the Cross must bow

—

But where no change can reach, there, Constantino,

art thou

!

XCVIII.

" After life's fitful fever thou sleep'st well
!

"

We may not mourn thee ! Sceptred chiefs, from

whom
The earth received her destiny, and fell

Before them trembling—to a sterner doom
Have oft been call'd. For them the dungeon's

gloom.

With its cold starless midnight, hath been made
More fearful darkness, where, as in a tomb,

Without a tomb's repose, the chain hath weigh'd

Then' very soul to dust, with each high power

decay'd.

Or in the eye of thousands they have stood.

To meet the stroke of death ; but not like thee !

From bonds and scaffolds hath appcal'd (Aei'rblood,

But thou didst fall unfetter'd, arm'd, and free.

And kingly to the last ! And if it be.

That from the viewless world,whose marvels none

Return to tell, a spirit's eye can see

The things of earth : still may'st thou hail the sun,

Which o'er thy land shall davfn, when freedom's

fight is won !

And the hour comes, in storm ! A light is glancing

Far through the forest god's Arcadian shades

!

—'Tis not the moonbeam, tremulously dancing.

Where lone Alpheus bathes his haunted glades.

1 One of tlie ceremonies by which the battle of PIata>a was

annually commemorated was, to crown with wine a cup

called the Bowl of Liberty, wliich was afterwards poured

forth in libation.

A murmur, gathering power, the air pervades.

Round dark Cithieron and by Delphi's steep
;—

'Tis not the song and lyre of Grecian maids.

Nor pastoral reed that lulls the vales to sleep.

Nor yet the rustling pines, nor yet the sounding

deep

!

Arras glitter on the mountains, which of old

Awoke to freedom's first heroic strain.

And by the streams, once crimson, as they roU'd

The Persian helm and standard to the main

;

And the blue waves of Salamis again

Tlirill to the trumpet ; and the tombs reply,

With their ten thousand echoes, from each plain.

Far as Plataoa's, where the mighty lie.

Who crown'd so proudly there the bowl of

liberty !'

Bright land, with glory mantled o'er by song !

Land of the vision-peopled hills, and streams.

And fountains, whose deserted banks along

Still the soft air with inspiration teems

;

Land of the graves, whose dwellers shall be themes

To verse for ever ; and of ruin'd shrines.

That scarce look desolate beneath such beams,

As bathe in gold thine ancient rocks and pines !

—When shall thy sons repose in peace beneath

their vines 1

Thaa wcrt not made for bonds, nor shame, nor

fear

!

—Do the hoar oaks and dark-green laurels wave

O'er Mantinea's earth ?—doth Pindus rear

His snows, the sunbeam and the storm to brave?

And is there yet on Marathon a grave ?

And doth Eurotas lead his silvery lino

By Sparta's ruins ) And shall man, a slave,

Bow'd to the dust, amid such scenes repine

!

—If e'er a soil was mark'd for freedom's step,

'tis thine !

Wash from that soil the stams withbattle-showers.

—Beneath Sophia's dome the Moslem prays.

The Crescent gleams amidst the olive-bowers,

In the Comncni's halls the Tartar sways :'

2 Tlie Comneni were amongst the most distinguished of th«

families who filled the Byzantine throne in the declining

years of the Kastern Empire.
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But not for long !—the spirit of those days,

When the three hundred made their funeral pile

Of Asia's dead, is kindling, like the rays

Of thy rejoicing sun, when first his smile

Warms the Parnassian rock, and gilds the Delian

isle.

If then 'tis given thee to arise in might,

Ti-ampling the scourge, and dashing down the

chain,

Pure be thy triumphs, as thy name is bright

!

The cross of victory should not know a stain !

So may that faith once more supremely reign,

Through which we lift om* spirits from the dust

!

And deem not, e'en when virtue dies in vain.

She dies forsaken ; but repose our trust

On Him whose ways are dark, unsearchable—but

just.

ANNOTATION ON **THE LAST CONSTANTINE.**

[It may seem necessary to mention that*'TIieLastConstan-

tiiie" first appeared in a volume (Murray, 1823) along with

*• Belsliazzar's Feast," the ** Siege of Valencia," and some

lyrical miscellanies.

*' The present publication appears to us, (Dr Morehead in

Constable's Ma'jaziney Sept. 1823,) in every respect superior

to any tiling Mrs Ilemans has yet written : more powerful

in particular passnges— more interesting in the narrative

part—as pathetic and delicate in the reflective—as elabo-

rately faultless in its versification—as copious in imagery^

Of the longer poems, 'The Last Constantine* is our favourite.

The leading features of Constantine's charac-

ter seem to be taken from the unequal, but, on the whole,

admirable play of Constantine Palteologtis, by the gifted rival

of our authoress, Joanna Baillie ; and the picture of that

enduring and Christian courage which, in the midst of a

ruined city and a fallen state, sustained the last of the

Caesars, when all earthly hope and help had failed him, is

eminently touching and poetical. The following stanzas

appear to us particularly beautiful :

—

* Sounds from the waters, sounds upon the earth.

Sounds in the air, of battle, 'etc.

The following stanzas, too, in which the leading idea of Con-

stantine's character is still more fully brought out, are like-

wise excellent :

—

' It was a sad and solemn task to hold

Their midnight watch on that bcleaguer'd wall,' etc.

These are splendid passages, justly conceived, admirably ex-

pressed, full of eloquence and melody; and the poem con-

tains many otliers equally beautiful. As we have already

hinted, the story might have been better told—or rather,

there is scarcely any story at all ; but the reader is borne

down the stream of pensive refiection so gently, and so easily,

that he scarcely perceives the want of it.*']

THE LEAGUE OF THE ALPS;

OR, THE MEETING ON THE FIELD OF
GRUTLI.

[It was in the year 1308 that the Swiss rose against the

tyranny of the bailiffs appointed over them by Albert of

Austria. Tlie field called the Gruth, atthe foot of theSeelis-

berg, and near the boundaries of Uri and Unterwalden, was

fixed upon by three spirited yoemen , Walter Furat, (the father-

in-law of Willam Tell,) Werner Stauffacher, and E>ni (or

Arnold) Melchthal, as their place of meeting to deliberate on

the accomplishment of their projects,

*' Hither came Furst and Melchthal, along secret paths over

the heights, and Stauffacher in his boat across the Lake of

the Four Cantons. On tlie night preceding the 11th of

November 1307, they met here, each with ten associates,

men of approved worth ; and while at this solemn hour they

were wrapt in the contemplation tliat on their success depended

the fate of their whole posterity, Werner, Walter, and

Arnold held up their hands to heaven, and in the name of

the Almighty, who has created man to an inalienable degree

of freedom, swore jointly and strenuously to defend that free-

dom. The thirty associates heard the oath with awe; and

with uplifted hands attested the same God, and all his saints,

that they were firmly bent on offering up their lives for the

defence of their injured liberty. They then calmly agreed on

their future proceedings, and for the present each returned

to his hamlet."

—

Planta's Historp of the Helvetic Confe-

deracy.

On the first day of the year 1308, they succeeded in throw-

ing off the Austrian yoke, and " it is well attested," says the

same author, " that not one drop of blood was shed on this

memorable occasion , nor had one proprietor to lament the

loas of a claim, a privilege, or an inch of land. The Swiss

met on the succeeding Sabbath, and once more confirmed by

oath tlieir ancient, and (as they fondly named it) their per-

petual league."]

'TwAS night upon the Alps. The Senn's wild hom,^

Like a wind's voice, had pour'd its last long tone.

Whose pealing echoes, through the larch-woods

borne,

To the low cabins of the glens made known
That welcome steps were nigh. The flocks had

gone

By cliff and pine bridge to their place of rest

;

The chamois slumber'd, for the chase was done

;

His cavern-bed of moss the hunter press'd,

And the rock-eagle couch'd high on his cloudy

nest.

Did the land sleep ^ The woodman's axe had ceased

Its ringing notes upon the beech and plane

;

The grapes were gather'd in ; the vintage feast

Was closed upon the hills, the reaper's strain

Hush'd by the streams ; the year was in its wane,

^ Senn, tlie name given to a herdsman among the Swiss

Alps.
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The night in its mid watch—it was a time

E'en mark'd and hallow'd unto slumber's reign

;

But thoughta were stirring, restless and sublime,

And o'er his white Alps moved the spirit of the

clime.

For there, where snows, in crowning glory spread,

High and unmark'd by mortal footstep lay

;

And there, where ton-ents, mid the ice-caves fed.

Burst in their joy of light and sound away

;

And there, where freedom, as in scornful play.

Had hung man's dwellings midst the realms of

air.

O'er cliffs the very birthplace of the day

—

Oh ! who would dream that tyranny could dare

To lay her withering hand on Giod's bright works

e'en there 1

Yet thus it was. Amidst the fleet streams gushing

To bring down rainbows o'er their sparry coll.

And the glad heights, through mist and tempest

nishing

Up where the sim's red fire-glance earliest fell,

And the fresh pastures where the herd's sweet

bell

Eecall'd such life as Eastern patriarchs led

;

T/iere peasant men their free thoughts might

not tell

Save in the hour of shadows and of dread,

And hollow sounds that wake to Guilt's dull

stealthy tread.

But in a land of happy shepherd homes.

On its green hills in quiet joy reclining.

With their bright hearth-fires, midst the twilight

glooms, [shining

—

From bowery lattice through the fir-woods

A land of legends and wild songs, entwining

Their memory with all memorieslovedandblcst

—

In such a land there dwells a power, combining

The strength of many a calm but fearless breast

;

And woe to liim who breaks the Sabbath of its

rest I

A sound went up—the wave's dark sleep was

broken

—

On Uri's lake was heard a midnight oar

—

Of man's brief course a troubled moment's token

Th' eternal waters to their barriers bore

;

And then their gloom a flashing image wore

Of torch-fires streaming out o'er crag and wood.

And the wild falcon's wing was heard to soar

In stai-tled haste—and by that moonlight flood,

A band of patriot men on Grutli's verdure stood.

They stood in arms : the wolf-spear and the bow
Had waged their war on things of mountain

race

;

[foe 1

Might not their swift stroke reach a mail-clad

—Strong hands in harvest, daring feet in chase.

True hearts in fight, wore gather'd on that place

Of secret council. Not for fame or spoil

So met those men in Heaven's majestic face

:

To guard free hearths they rose, the sons of toil.

The hunter of the rocks, the tiller of the soil.

O'er their low pastoral valleys might the tide

Of years have flow'd, and still, from sire to son.

Their names and records on the green earth died.

As cottage lamps, expiring one by one

In the dim glades, when midnight hath begun

To hush all sound. But sUeut on its height.

The snow mass, full of death, while ages run

Their coiu^e, may slumber, bathed in rosy light.

Till some rash voice or step disturb its brooding

might.

So were they roused. Th' invading step had pass'd

Their cabin thresholds, and the lowly door.

Which well had stood against the Fohnwind's

blast,!

Could bar Oppression from their home no more.

Why, what had s7ie to do where all things wore

Wild grandeur's impress 1 In the storm's free way,

How dared she lift her pageant crest before

Th' enduring and magnificent array

Of sovereign Alps, that wing'd their eagles with

the day t

This might not long bo borne : the tameless hills

Have voices from the cave and cataract swelling.

Fraught with His name whose awful presence fills

Their deep lone places, and for ever telling

That He hath made man free 1 and they, whose

dwelling

Was in those ancient fastnesses, gave ear

;

The weight of sufi'eranco from their hearts rcpel-

Ihig,

1 Pohnwind, the south-east wind, which frequently Inys

waste the country before it.
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They rose—the forester—the mountaineer

—

Oh ! what hath earth more strong than the good

peasant spear 1

Sacred be Grutli's field! Their vigil keeping

Through many a blue and starry summer night

—

There, while the sons of happier lauds were sleep-

ing,

Had those brave Switzers met ; and in the sight

Of the just God, who pours forth burning might

To gird the oppress'd, had given their deep

thoughts way,

And braced their spirits for the patriot fight.

With lovely images of homes that lay [spray.

Bower'd midst the rustling pines, or by the torrent

Now had endurance reach'd its bounds ! They

came

With courage set in each bright earnest eye.

The day, the signal, and the hour to name.

When they should gather on their hills to die.

Or shake the glaciers with their joyous cry

For the land's freedom. 'Twas a scene combining

All glory in itself—the solemn sky,

The stars, the waves their soften'd light enshrining.

And man's high soul supreme o'er mighty Nature

shining.

Calmly they stood, and with collected mien.

Breathing their souls in voices firm but low

—

As if the spirit of the hoiu- and scene, [flow.

With the woods' whisper aud the waves' sweet

Had tomper'd in their thoughtful hearts the glow

Of all indignant feeling. To the breath

Of Dorian flute, and lyre-note soft and slow.

E'en thus of old, the Spartan from its sheath

Drew his devoted sword, and girt himself for death.

And three, that seera'd as chieftains of the band.

Were gather'd in the midst on that lone shore

By Uri's lake. A father of the land,'

One on his brow the silent record wore

Of many days, whose shadows had pass'd o'er

His path among the hills, and quench'd the dreams

Of youth with sorrow. Yet from memory's lore

Still his life's evening drew its loveliest gleams.

For he had walk'd with God, beside the mountain

streams.

> Walter Furet, the father-in-law of Tell.

^ Werner Stautf.iclier, who liad been urged by liU wife to

And his gray hairs, in happier times, might well

To their last pillow silently have gone.

As melts a wreath of snow. But who shall tell

How life may task the spirit 1 He was one

Who fi:om its morn a freeman's work had done.

And reap'd his harvest, and his vintage press'd,

Fearless of wrong ; and now, at set of sun,

He bow'd not to his years, for on the breast

Of a still chainless land he deem'd it much to

rest.

But for such holy rest strong hands must toil,

Strong hearts endure ! By that pale elder's side.

Stood one that seem'd a monarch of the soil.

Serene and stately in his manhood's pride

—

Werner,^ the brave and true ! If men have died

Their hearths and shrines inviolate to keep,

He was a mate for such. The voice that cried

Within his breast, " Arise ! " came still and deep

From his far home, that smiled o'en then in moon-

light sleep.

It was a home to die for ! As it rose

Through its vine foliage, sending forth a sound

Of mirthful childliood, o'er the green repose

And laughing sunshine of the pastures round

;

And he, whose life to that sweet spot was bound,

Raised unto Heaven a glad yet thoughtful eye.

And set his free step firmer on the ground,

When o'er his soul its melodies went by.

As, through some Alpine pass, a breeze of Italy.

xvm.

But who was he that on his hunting-spear

Lean'd, with a prouder and more fiery bearing 1

His was a brow for tjTant hearts to fear.

Within the shadow of its dai'k locks wearing

That which they may not tame—a soul declaring

War against earth's oppressors. Midst that throng

Of other mould he seem'd, and loftier daring.

One whose blood swept high impulses along.

One that should pass, and leave a name for war^

like song

—

A memory on the mountains !—one to stand,

When the hills echo'd with the deepening swell

Of hostile trumpets, foremost for the land.

And in some rock defile, or savage deU,

rouse and unite his countrymen for the deliverance of Swit-

zerland.
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Array her peasant children to repel

Th' invader, sending arrows for liia chains !

Ay, one to fold around liim, as he fell.

Her banner with a smile—for tlirougli his veins

The joy of danger flow'd, as torrents to the plains.

There was at times a wildness in the light

Of his quick-flashing eye ; a something bom
Of the free Alps, and beautifully bright,

And proud, and tameless, laughing fear to scorn

!

It well might bo !—Young Emi's step had worn '

The mantling snows on their most regal steeps.

And track'd the lynx above the clouds of mom.
And foUow'd where the flying chamois leaps

Across the dark blue rifts, th' unfathom'd glacier

deeps.

He was a creature of the Alpine sky,

A being whose bright spirit had been fed

Midst the crown'd heights of joy and liberty.

And thoughts of power. He knew each path

which led

To the rock's treasure caves, whose crystal shed

Soft hght o'er secret fountains. At the tone

Of his loud horn the Lammer-Geyer^ had spread

A startled wing—for oft that peal had blown

Where the free cataract's voice was wont to sound

alone.

His step had track'd the waste, his soul had stirr'd

The ancient solitudes—his voice had told

Of wrongs to call down heaven.' That tale was

heard

In Hash's dales, and where the shepherds' fold

Their flocks in dai-k ravine and craggy hold

On the bleak Oberland ; and where the light

Of day's last footsteps bathes in burning gold

Great Righi's clifl's ; and where Mount PUate's

height

Casts o'er his glassy lake the darkness ofhis might.

Nor was it heard in vain. There all things press

High thoughts on man. The fearless hunterpass'd.

And, from the bosom of the wilderness.

There leapt a spirit and a power to cast

The weight of bondage down—and bright and fast,

' Emi, Arnold Melchtlinl.

2 The Lammer-Geyer, the largest kind of Alpine eagle,

s The eyes of his aged Catlier had been put out by the orders

of the Austrian governor.

As the clear waters, joyously and free,

Burst from the desert rock, it rush'd at last,

Tlirough the far valleys; till the patriot three

Thus with their brethren stood, beside the Forest-

Sea.*

XXIV.

They link'd their hands, they pledged their stain-

less faith

In the dread presence of attesting Heaven,

They bound their hearts to suflfering and to death.

With the severe and solemn transport given

To bless such vows. How nobly man had striven,

Howman might strive,andvainly8trive, theyknew.

And call'd upon their God, whose arm had riven

The crest of many a tyrant, since He blew

The foaming sea-wave on, and Egypt's might o'er^

threw.

They knelt, and rose in strength. The valleys lay

Still in their dimness, but the peaks which darted

Into the bright mid air, had caught from day

A flush of fire, when those true Switzers parted.

Each to his glen or forest, steadfast-hearted.

And full of hope. Not many suns had worn

Their setting glorj-, ere from slumber started

Ten thousand voices, of the mountains bom

—

So farwasheardthe blast offreedom'sechoinghorn

!

The ice-vaults trembled, when that peal came

rending

The frozen stillness which around them lumg

;

From cliff to cliff the avalanche descending

Gave answer, till the sky's blue hollow rung

;

And the flame-signals through the midniglit sprung

From the Surcnnen rocks, like banners streaming

To the far Seelisberg ; whence light was flung

On Gmtli's field, till all the red lake gleaming

Shone out, a meteor-heaven in its wild splendour

seeming.

And the winds toss'd each summit's blazing crest.

As a host's plumage ; and the giant pines,

Fell'd where they waved o'er crag and eagle's nest,

Heap'd up the flames. The clouds grew fiery signs.

As o'er a city's burning towers and shrines.

Reddening the distance. Wine-cups, crown'd and

bright.

In Werner's dwelling flow'd ; throughlcaflessvines

< Forcst-Sca—tlie lake of tke Four Cantons is frequently

so called.
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From Walter's hearth stream'd forth the festive

light, [that night.

And Emi's blind old sire gave thanks to heaven

xxvni.

Then on the silence of the snows there lay

A Sabbath's quiet sunshine—and its bell

FUl'd the hush'd air awhile, with lonely sway;

For the stream's voice was chain'dbywinter's spell,

The deep wood-eounds had ceased. But rock and

dell

Rang forth, ere long, when strains ofjubilee

Peal'd from the mountain churches, with a swell

Of praise to Him who stills the raging sea

—

For now the strife was closed, the glorious Alps

were fi^e

!

SONGS OF THE CID/

THE CID'S DEPARTURE INTO EXILE.

With sixty knights in his gallant train.

Went forth the Campeador of Spain

;

For wild sierras and plains afar.

He left the lands of his own Bivar. ^

To march o'er field, and to watch in tent.

From his home in good Castile ho went

;

To the wasting siege and the battle's van,

—For the noble Cid was a banish'd man 1

Through his olive-woods the mom-breeze pla/d.

And his native streams wild music made.

And clear in the sunshine his vineyards lay.

When for march and combat he took his way.

With a thoughtful spirit his way he took.

And he tum'd his steed for a parting look.

For a parting look at his own fair towers,

—Oh ! the exile's heart hath weary hours !

The pennons were spread, and the band arra/d.

But the Cid at the threshold a moment stay'd

—

It was but a moment ; the halls were lone.

And the gates of his dwelling all open thrown.

There -was not a steed in the empty stall.

Nor a spear nor a cloak on the naked wall,

Nor a hawk on the perch, nor a seat at the door.

Nor the sound of a step on the hollow floor.

'

1 These ballads are not translations from the Spanish, but

are founded upon some of the ** wild and wonderful" tradi-

tions preserved in the romances of that langua^, and the

ancient poem of the Cid.

3 Bivar, the supposed birthplace of the Cid, was a castle,

about two leagues from Burgos,

' " Tornaba la cabeza, e estabalos catando :

Yio puertas abiertas, e uzos sin caQados,

Then a dim tear swell'd to the warrior's eye,

As the voice of his native groves went by

;

And he said—•" My foemen their wish have won :

Now the will of God be in aU things done 1"

But the trumpet blew, with its note of cheer.

And the winds of the morning swept off the tear.

And the fields of his glory lay distant far,

—He is gone fix>m the towers of his own Bivar !

THE CID'S DEATHBED.

It was an hour of grief and fear

Within Valencia's walls.

When the blue spring-heaven lay still and clear

Above her marble halls.

There were pale cheeks and troubled eyes.

And steps of hurrying feet.

Where the Zambra's * notes were wont to rise.

Along the sunny street.

It was an hour of fear and grief

On bright Valencia's shore.

For Death was busy with her chief.

The noble Campeador.

The Moor-king's barks were on the deep.

With sounds and signs of war;

But the Cid was passing to his sleep.

In the silent Alcazar.

Alcandatas vacias, sin pielles e sin mantos

:

E sin falcones, e sin adtor«s niudados.

Sospir6 mio Cid." Poem of the Cid.

* Tlie Zambra, a Moorish dance. Wlieu Valencia was

taken by the Cid, many of the Moorish famihes chose to

remain there, and reside under his government.
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With a silent step went the cuirass'd bands,

Like a lion's tread on the burning sands

;

And they gave no battle-shout.

When the first went forth, it was midnight deep,

In heaven was the moon, in the camp was sleep
;

When the last through the city's gates had gone,

O'er tent and rampart the bright day shone.

With a sun-burst from the sea.

Therewereknights fivehundred went arm'd before,

And Bermudez the Cid's green standard bore ;'

To its last fair field, with the break of mom,
Was the glorious banner in silence borne.

On the glad wind streaming free.

And the Oampeador came stately then.

Like a leader circled with steel-clad men !

The helmet was do%vn o'er the face of the dead.

But his steed went proud, by a warrior led,

For he knew that the Cid was there.

He was there, the Cid, with his own good sword.

And Ximena following her noble lord
;

Her eye was solemn, her step was slow.

But there rose not a sound of war or woe,

Not a whisper on the air.

The halls in Valencia were stUl and lone,

The churches were empty, the masses done ;

There was not a voice through the wide streets far,

Nor a footfall heard in the Alcazar,

—So the burial-train moved out.

With a measured pace, as the pace of one.

Was the still death-march of the host begun ;

With a silent step went the cuirass'd bands.

Like a lion's tread on the burning sands

;

And they gave no battle-shout.

But the deep hills peal'd with a cry ere long,

When the Christians burst on the Paynim throng

!

—With a sudden flash of the lance and spear.

And a charge of the war-steed in full career.

It was Alvar Fatiez came !

'

1 " And while they stood there, they saw the Cid Ruy Diez

coming up witli tliree Imndred Itnights ; for lie hud not been

in the battle, and they knew hiaffreen pennon."—Southey's

Chronicles of the Cid.

2 Alvar Fafiez Minaya, one of the Cid's most distinguished

warriors.

* A Moorish Amazon, who, with a band of female war-

riors, accompanied King Bucar from Africa. Her arrows

He that was wrapt with no funeral shroud.

Had pass'd before like a threatening cloud !

And the storm rush'd down on the tented plain,

And the Archer-Queen,^ with her bands, lay

slain;

For the Cid upheld his fame.

Then a terror fell on the King Bucar,

Aud the Libyan kings who had join'd his war;

And their hearts grew heavy, and died away.

And their hands could not wield an assagay.

For the dreadful things they saw !

For it seem'd where Minaya his onset made.

There were seventy thousand knights array'd.

All white as the snow on Nevada's steep,

And they came like the foam of a roaring deep

;

•
—
'Twas a sight of fear and awe !

And the crested form of a warrior tall.

With a sword of fire, went before them all

;

With a sword of fire and a banner pale,

Aud a blood-red cross on his shadowy mail

;

He rode in the battle's van !

There was fear in the. path of his dim white

horse.

There was death in the giant-warrior's course !

AVhere his banner stream'd with its ghostly light,

Where his sword blazed out, there was hurrying

flight—

For it seem'd not the sword of man !

The field and the river grew darkly red.

As the kings and leaders of Afric fled

;

There was work for the men of the Cid that day 1

—They were weary at eve, when they ceased to

slay.

As reapers whose task is done !

The kings and the leaders of Afiic fled !

The sails of their galleys in haste were spread

;

But the sea had its share of the Paynim slain.

And the bow of the desert was broke in Spain.

—So the Cid to his grave pass'd on !

were so unerring, that she obtained the name of the Star of

Archers.

" Una Slora muy gflillardA,

Gran nmostra en el tiiar,

Con Saetas del ADava,

De los arcos de Turquia

EstrellA era nombrada,

Por ta deitrexa que aria

Kn el herir de la Xara.'
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And made the land's groen tart a living shrino,

Meet for the wreath and Bowl of Liberty.1

So the rejoicing earth

Took from her vines again the blood she gave,

And richer flowers to deck the tomb drew birth

From the free soil, thus haUow'd to the brave.

ire have the battle-fields.

The tombs, the names, the blue majestic sky.

We have the founts the purple vintage yields

;

—When shall we crown the Bowl of Liberty 1

THE VOICE OF SCIO.

A VOICE from Soio's isle

—

A voice of song, a voice of old

Swept far as cloud or billow roU'd,

And eaith was hush'd the while

—

The souls of nations woke !

WTiere lies the land whose hills among
That voice of victory hath not rung,

As if a trumpet spoke ?

To sky, and sea, and shore.

Ofthose whoso blood on Ilion"s plain

Swept from the rivers to the main,

A glorious tale it bore.

Still by our sun-bright deep,

With all the fame that fiery lay

Threw round them, in its rushing way.

The sons of battle sleep.

And kings their turf have crown'd !

And pilgruns o'er the foaming wave

Brought garlands there : so rest the brave,

Who thus their bard have found !

A voice irova Scio's isle,

A voice as deep hath risen again
;

As far shall peal its thrilling sti-ain.

Where'er our sim may smile !

Let not its tones expire !

Such power to waken earth and heaven.

And might and vengeance, ne'er was given

To mortal song or lyre !

I For an account of tills ceremony, anciently perfonned
In commemoration of the battle of Plataa, see Poitkr's
Anli(fuitia 0/ Greece, vol. i. p. 388.

Know ye not whence it comes 1

—From ruia'd hearths, from burning fanes.

From kindred blood on yon red plains.

From desolated homes !

'Tis with us through the night

!

'Tis on our hills, 'tis in our sky

—

Hear it, ye heavens I when swords flash high

O'er the mid-waves of fight

!

THE SPARTANS' MARCH.^

[" The Spartnna used not the trumpet in their march into

b.ittle, says Tlmcydides, because they wished not to excite the

rage of their warriors. Their charging-step was made to the
• Dorian mood of flutes and soft recorders.' The valour of a
Spartan was too highly tempered to require a stunning or a
rousing impulse. His spirit was like a steed too proud for the

spur."—Campbell, On Uie EUyiac Poetry o/the Oreeki.']

'TwAS mom upon the Grecian hills.

Whore peasants dress'd the vines

;

Sunlight was on Cithajron's riUs,

Arcadia's rocks and pines.

And brightly, through his reeds and flowers,

Eurotas wander'd by.

When a sotmd arose from Sparta's towers

Of solemn harmony.

Was it the hunters' choral strain

To tho woodland-goddess pour'd ?

Did virgin hands in Pallas' fane

Strike the full-sounding chord I

But helms were glancing on the stream.

Spears ranged in close array.

And shields flung back a glorious beam
To the mom of a fearful day 1

And the mountain-echoes of the land

Swoll'd through tho deep blue sky

;

While to soft strains moved forth a band
Of men that moved to die.

They march'd not with the trumpet's blast,

Nor bade tho horn peal out

;

And the laurel groves, as on they pass'd.

Rang with no battle-shout I

They ask'd no clarion's voice to fire

Their souls with an impulse liigh

;

But tho Dorian reed and the Spartan lyre

For the sons of liberty !

> Originally published in the Edinburgh Magazine.
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And where the Druid's ancient Cromlech'' frown'd.

And the oaka breathed mysterious murmurs round.

There throng'd th' inspired of yore !—on plain

or height,

In the tun's face, beneath the eye of light,

And, baring unto heaven each noble head,

Stood in the circle, where none else might tread.

Well might their lays be lofty !—soaring thought

From Nature's presence tenfold grandeur caught

;

Well might bold freedom's soulpcri'ade the strains

Wiich startled eagles from theii- lone domains.

And, like a breeze in chauilcss triumph, went

Up through the blue resounding firmament.

Whence came the echoes to those numbers high 1

'Twas from the battle-fields of days gone by.

And from the tombs of heroes, laid to rest

With their good swords, upon the mountain's

breast

;

And from the watch-towers on the heights ofsnow,

Sever'd by cloud and storm from all below ;

And the turf-mounds,* once girt by iniddy spears.

And the rock-altars of departed yeai's.

—Thence, deeply mingling with the torrent's roar,

The winds a thousand wild responses bore ;

And the gi'cen land, whose every vale and glen

Doth shrine the memory of heroic men,

On all her hills awakening to rejoice.

Sent forth proud answers to her children's voice.

For us, not ours the festival to hold.

Midst the stone circles hallow'd thus of old

;

Not where gi'eat Nature's majesty and might

First broke all glorious on our infant sight

;

Not near the tombs, where sleep our free and brave.

Not by the mountain-llyn,' the ocean-wave,

In these late days we meet—dark Mona's shore,

Eryri's * cliffs resound with harps no more !

But a.s the stream, (though time or art may turn

The current, bursting from its cavem'd urn.

From Alpine glens or ancient forest bowers.

To bathe soft vales of pasture and of flowers,)

Alike in rushing strength or sunny sleep.

Holds on its course, to mingle with the deep

;

Thus, though our paths bo changed, still warm
and free.

Land of the bard ! our spirit flies to thee ! [belong,

To thee our thoughts, oiu- hopes, our hearts

Our dreams are haunted by thy voice of song !

^ Cromlech, a Dniidicnl monument or altar. The word

means a stone of covenant.

^ The ancient Jlritish chiefs frequently harangued their

followers from small artitlciul mounta of turf.

—

PennanL

Nor yield our souls one patriot-feeling less

To the green memory of thy loveliness, [height,

Than theirs, whose harp-notes peal'd from every

In the swn'aface, beneath tlie eye of light 1

THE VOICE OF SPRING.'

I COME, I come ! ye have call'd me long

—

I come o'er the mountains with light and song !

Ye may trace my step o'er the wakening earth

By the winds which tell of the violet's birth,

By tho primrose-stars in the shadowy grass,

By the green leaves opening as I pass.

I have breathed on the South, and the chestnut

flowers

By thousands have burst from the forest-bowers.

And the ancient graves and the fallen fanes

Are veil'd with wreaths on Italian plains ;

—

But it is not for me, in my hour of bloom.

To speak of the ruin or the tomb !

I have look'd on the hills of the stormy North,

And tho larch has hung all his tassels forth,

The fisher is out on the sunny sea.

And the reindeer bounds o'er the pastures free,

And the pine has a fringe of softer green.

Andthe moss looks bright where my foot hath been.

I have sent through the wood-paths a glowing sigh,

And call'd out each voice of the deep blue sky

;

From the night-bird's lay through the starry time,

In the groves of the soft Hesperian clime,

To the swan's wild note by the Iceland lakes.

When the dark fir-branch into verdure breaks.

From the streamsand founts Ihaveloosedthe chain.

They are sweeping on to the silvery main,

They are flashing down from the mountain brows,

They are flinging spray o'er the forest boughs,

They are bursting fresh from their sparry caves,

And the earth resounds with the joy of waves !

Come forth, ye children of gladness ! come !

Whore the violets lie may be now your home.

Ye of the rose-lip and dew-bright eye.

And the boimding footstep, to meet me fly I [lay.

With the lyre, and tho wreath, and tho joyous

Come forth to the sunshine—I may not stay.

* Llyn, a lake or pool.

* Eryrij Snowdon.
s Originally publislied in the A'etc MonUily Moifoxim,
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Away from the dwelliugs of care-worn men,

The waters are sparklmg in grove and glen !

Away from the chamber and sullen hearth,

The yomig leaves are dancing in breezy mirth !

Their hght stems thrill to the wild-wood strains.

And youth is abroad in my green domains.

But ye !—^ye are changed since ye met me last

!

There issomethingbrightfrom yourfeatures pass'd

!

There is that come over your brow and eye

Which speaksofaworld where the flowersmust die

!

—Ye smile ! but your smile hath a dimness yet

:

Oh ! what have you look'd on since last we met ?

Ye are changed, ye are changed !—and I see not

here

All whom I saw in the vanish'd year !

There were graceful heads, with their ringlets

bright.

Which toss'd in the breeze with a play of light

;

There were eyes in whose glistening laughter lay

No faint remembrance of dull decay !

There were steps that flew o'er the cowshp's head.

As if for a banquet all earth were spread
; [sky.

There were voices that rang through the sapphire

And had not a soimd of mortality

!

[" ' The Voice of Spring," perhaps the best known and best

loved of all Mrs Ilemans' lyrics, was written early in the year

1823 ; and is tlius alluded to in a letter to a friend, who had
lately suffered a severe and sudden bereavement :—' ' The
Voice of Spring ' expresses some peculiar feelings of my own.
Although my life has yet been unvisited by any affliction so

deeply impressive, in all its circumstances, as the one you
have been called-upon to sustain; yet I cannot but feel

every year, with the return of the violet, how much the

shadows of my mind have deepened since its last appearance

;

and to me the spring, with all its joy and beauty, is generally

a time of thoughtfulness rather than mirth. I think the most
delightful poetry I know upon the subject of this season, is

contained in the works of Tieck, a German poet, with whom
you are perhaps acquainted ; but the feelings he expresses are

of a very different character from those I have described to you,
seeming all to proceed from an overflowing sense oflifeand joy.'

** This indefinable feeling of languor and depression produced

by the influence of spring, will be well understood by many a
gentle heart. Never do the

* Fond strange yearningB fVom the bouI's deep cell

Gush for the feces we no more shall see,'

with such uncontrollable power, as when all external nature

breathes of life and gladness. Amidst all the bright and
joyous things around us, we are haunted with images of death

and the grave. The force of contrast, not less strong than

that of analogy, is unceasingly reminding us of the great

gulf that divides us from those who are now ' gone down
in silence.' Some unforgotten voice is ever whisperings
* And I too in Arcadia !

' We remember how we were wont

to rejoice in the soft air and pleasant sunshine ; and these

things can charm us no longer, * because they are not.'

The farewell sadness of autumn, on the contrary—its falling

Are they gone ? is their mirth from the movmtains

pass'd 1

Ye have look'd on death since ye met me last

!

I know whence the shadow comes o'er you now

—

Ye have strewn the dust on the Btmny brow !

Ye have given the lovely to earth's embrace

—

She hath taken the fairest of beauty's race.

With their laughing eyes and their festal crown

:

They are gone from amongst you in silence down !

They are gone from amongst you, the young and

fair.

Ye have lost the gleam of their shining hair !

But I know of a land where there falls no blight

—

I shall find them there, with their eyes of light

!

Where Death midst the blooms of the mom may
dwell,

I tarry no longer—ferewell, farewell

!

The summer is coming, on soft winds borne

—

Ye may press the grape, ye may bind the com !

For me, I depart to a brighter shore

—

Ye are mark'd by care, ye are mine no more

;

I go where the loved who have left you dwell.

And the flowers are not Death's. Fare ye well,

farewell

!

leaves, and universal imagery of decay, by bringing more

home to us the sense of our own mortality, identifies us more

closely with those who are gone before, and the veil of sepa-

ration becomes, as it were, more transparent. "We are im-

pressed with a more pervading conviction that ' we shall go

to them ; ' while, in spring, every thing seems moumfiilly to

echo, ' they will not return to us !

'

*' These peculiar associations maybe traced in many of Mrs
Hemans' writings, deepening with the influence of years and

ofsorrows, and more particularly developed in the poem called

' Breathings of Spring.' And when it is remembered that

it was at this season her own earthly course was finished, the

following passage from a letter, wTitten in the month of May,

some years after the one last quoted, cannot be read without

emotion :
—

* Poor A. H. is to be buried to-morrow. With
the bright sunshine laughing around, it seems more sad to

think of; yet, if X could choose when I would wish to die, it

should t)e in spring—the influence of that season is so strangely

depressing to my heart and frame.'"

—

Memoir t p. 66-68.

** * The Voice of Spring,* one of the first of what may be

called Mrs Hemans* fanciful lyrics, which presently became

as familiar as the music of some popular composer when

brought to our doors by wandering minstrels."

—

Chorlby's

MemoriaU, vol. i. p. 113.

** But it is time Mrs Hemans* poetry were allowed to speak

for itself ; in making our extracts from it, we have really been

as much puzzled as a child gathering flowers in a lovely garden

—now attracted by a rose—straightway allured by a lily—now
tempted by a stately tulip—and again unsettled by a breath-

ing violet, or * well-attired woodbine.* We do think, how-

ever, that the * Voice of Spring* is the pride of Mrs H.*8

parterre—the rose of her poetry. "—(A. A. Watts.)—Lilerarp

Magrtet, 182ft]
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ELYSIUM.

['* In tlie Elysium of tlie ancients, weflnd nonebtit heroes

and persons who had either been fortunate or distinguislied

on earth ; tlie childreu, and apparently the slaves and lower

classes—that is to say, Poverty, Misfortune, and Innocence

—

were banished to the infernal ilegions."

—

Chatkaubriand,

Wnie du ChritUanittM.'}

Fair wert thou in the dreams

Of elder time, thou land of glorious flowers

And summer winds and low-toned silvery streams,

Dim with the shadows of thy laurel bowers.

Where, as they pass'd, bright hours

Left no faint sense of parting, such as clings

To earthly love, and joy in loveliest things !

Fair wert thou, with the light

On thy blue hills and sleepy waters cast

From purple skies ne'er deep'ning into night.

Yet soft, as if each moment were their last

Of glory, fading fast

Along the mountains !—but thy golden day

Was not as those that warn us of decay.

And ever, through thy shades,

A swell of deep .^Eolian sound went by
From foimtain-voices in their secret glades,

And low reed-whispers, making sweet reply

To summer's breezy sigh, [breath.

And young leaves trembling to the wind's light

Which ne'er had touch'd themwith a hue ofdeath

!

And the transparent sky

Rang as a dome, all thrilling to the strain

Of harps that midst the woods made harmony.

Solemn and sweet
;
yet troubling not the brain

With dreams and yearnings vain.

And dim remembrances, that still draw birth

From the bewildering music of the earth.

And who, with silent tread,

Moved o'er the plains of waving asphodel 1

Call'd from the dim procession of the dead.

Who midst the shadowy amaranth-bowers might

dwell.

And hsten to the swell

Of those majestic hymn-notes, and inhale

The spirit wandering in the immortal gale ?

They of the sword, whose praise,

With the bright wine, at nations' feasts went round

!

They of the lyre, whose uuforgotten lays

Forth on the winds had sent their mighty sound,

And in all regions foimd

Their echoes midst the mountains !—and become

In man's deep heart as voices of his home !

They of the daring thought 1

Daring and powerful, yet to dust allied

—

Whose flight through stars, and seas, and depths,

had sought

The soul's far birthplace—but without a guide !

Sages and seers, who died,

And left the world their high mysterious dreams.

Bom midst the olive woods by Grecian streams.

But the most loved are they

Of whom fame speaks not with her clarion voice,

In regal halls ! The shades o'erhang their way

;

The vale, with its deep fountains, is their choice.

And gentle hearts rejoice

Around their steps ; till silently they die,

As a stream shrinks from summer's burning eye.

And these—of whose abode.

Midst her green valleys, earth retain'd no trace,

Save a flower springing from their burial-sod,

A shade of sadness on some kindred face,

A dim and vacant place [these,

In some sweet home ;—thou hadst no wreaths for

Thou sunny land ! with all thy deathless trees .'

The peasant at his door

Might sink to die when vintage-feasts were spread,

And songs on every wind ! From thy bright shore

No lovelier vision floated round his head

—

Thou wert for nobler dead !

Ho heard the bounding steps which round him fell,

And sigh'd to bid the festal sun farewell

!

The slave, whose very tears

Were a forbidden luxury, and whose breast

Keptthe mute woes and burning thoughts of years.

As embers in a burial-urti compress'd

;

//« might not be thy guest I

No gentle breathings from thy distant sky

Came o'er his path, and whisper'd " Liberty '.

"

Calm, on its leaf-strewn bier,

Unlike a gift of Nature to Decay,

Too roso-Uke still, too beautiful, too dear.

The child at rest before the mother lay.

E'en so to pass away.

With its bright smile !—Elysium ! what wert thou

To her, who wept o'er thatyoung slumb'rer's brow

!

Thou hadst no home, green land !

For the fair creature from her bosom gone,
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With life's fresh flowers just opening in its hand,

And all the lovely thoughts and dreams unknown,

WTiich in its clear eye shone [past

—

Like spring's first wakening ! but that Ught was

Where went the dewdrop swept before the blast 'i

Not where thy soft winds pla/d.

Not where thy waters lay in glassy sleep !

Fade with thy bowers, thou Land of Visions, fade !

From thee no voice came o'er the gloomy deep.

And bade man cease to weep I

Fade, with the amaranth plain, the myrtle grove,

Whichcould notyield one hope to sorrowing love !

'

THE FUNERAL GENIUS,

AN ANOIEKT STATUE.

** Debout, couronnd de fleurs, les bras (51ev<58 et pos(5s s»r

satete, et le dos appuy(5 contre un pin, ce g(5nie semble ex-

primer par son attitude le repos des morts. Les bas-reliefs

des tombeaux offrent souvent des figures semblables."—Vis-

coNTi, Description da Antiques du Musee Royal.

Thou shouldst be look'd on when the starUglit

falls

Through the blue stillness of the summer air.

Not by the torch-fire wavering on the walls—
It hath too fitful and too wUd a glare !

And thou !—thy rest, the soft, the lovely, seems

To ask light steps, that will not break its dreams.

Flowers are upon thy brow ; for so the dead

Were crown'd of old, with pale spring-flowers like

these

:

Sleep on thine eye hath s>mk ; yet softly shed

As from the wing of some faint southern breeze :

And the pine-boughs o'ershadow thee with gloom.

Which of the grove seems breathing— not the

tomb.

They fear'd not death, whose calm and gracious

thought

Of the last hour hath settled thus in thee !

1 The form of this poem was a good deal altered by Mrs

Hemans some years after its first publication, and, though

done so perlmps to advantage, one verse was omitted. As

originally written, the two following stanzas concluded the

piece :

—

For the most loved arc they

Ofwhom Fame speaks not with her clarion Toice,

In regal halls ! The shades o'erhang their way

;

The Tale, with Its deep fountains, U their choice.

They who thy wreath of pallid roses wrought.

And laid thy head against the forest tree,

As that of one, by music's dreamy close,

On the wood-violets ItJl'd to deep repoae.

They fear'd not death !—yet who shall say his

touch

Thus lightly falls on gentle things and fair ?

Doth he bestow, or wUl he leave bo much

Of tender beauty as thy features wear

)

Thou sleeper of the bower ! on whose young eyes

So still a night, a night of summer, lies !

Had they seen aught like thee f Did some fair boy

Thus, with his graceful hair, before them rest

!

.—His graceful hair, no more to wave in joy.

But drooping, as with heavy dews oppress'd

;

And his eye veil'd so softly by its fringe.

And his Up faded to the white-rose tinge J

Oh ! happy, if to them the one dread hour

Made known its lessons from a brow like thine !

If all their knowledge of the spoiler's power

Came by a look so tranquilly divine !

.—Let him who thm hath seen the lovely part.

Hold well that image to his thoughtful heart.

But thou, fair slumberer ! was there less of woe,

Or love, or terror, in the days of old.

That men pour'd out their gladd'ning spirit's flow,

Like sunshine, on the desolate and cold.

And gave thy semblance to the shadowy king,

Wlio for deep souls had then a deeper sting 1

In the dark bosom of the earth they laid

Far more than we—for loftier faith is ours I

Their gems were lost in ashes—yet they made

The grave a place of beauty and of flowers.

With fragrant wreaths, and summer boughs

array'd.

And lovely sculpture gleaming through the shade.

Is it for us a darker gloom to shed

O'er its dim precincts ?—do we not intrust

But for a time its chambers with our dead,

And strew immortal seed upon the dust ?

And gentle hearts rejoice

Around their steps ; till silently they die,

Asa stream shrinks from summer's burning eye.

And the world knows not then.

Not then, nor ever, what pure thoughts are fled !

Yet these are they, who on the souls ofmen
Come hack, when night her folding veil hmth spread,

The lon;5-reraember'd dead

!

But not with thee might aught save glory dwell

—

Fade, Ihde away, thou shore ofasphodel 1
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Why should we dwell on that which lies beneath,

When living light hath touch'd the brow of death ]

THE TOMBS OF PLAT^A.

PROM A PAINTING BY WILLIAMS.

And there they sleep !—the men who stood

In arms before th' exulting sun.

And bathed their spears in Peraian blood.

And taught the earth how freedom might be won.

They sleep !—th' Olympic wreaths are dead,

Th' Athenian lyres are hush'd and gone

;

The Dorian voice of song is fled—

-

Slumber, ye mighty ! slumber deeply on.

They sleep—and seems not all around

As hallow'd unto glory's tomb 1

Silence is on the battle-ground,

The heavens are loaded with a breathless gloom.

And stars are watching on their height.

But dimly seen through mist and cloud

;

And still and solemn is the light

Which folds the plain, aswith aglimmering shroud.

And thou, pale Night-queen ! here thy beams

Are not a.s those the shepherd loves,

Nor look they down on shining streams.

By Naiads haunted in their laurel groves.

Thou seest no pastoral hamlet sleep.

In shadowy quiet, midst its vines
;

No temple gleaming from the steep.

Midst the gray olives or the mountain pines

:

But o'er a dim and boundless waste.

Thy rays, e'en like a tomb-lamp's, brood.

Where man's departed steps are traced

But by his dust, amidst the solitude.

And be it thus !
—^What slave shall tread

O'er freedom's ancient battle-plains 1

Let deserts wrap the glorious dead [chains.

When their bright Land sits weeping o'er her

Here, where the Persian clarion rung.

And where the Spartan sword flash'd high,

And where the pa!an strains were sung,

From year to year swell'd on by liberty ;

Hero should no voice, no sound, bo heard,

Until the bonds of Greece bo riven.

Save of the leader's charging-word.

Or the slirill trumpet, pealing up through heavenl

Rest in your silent homes, ye brave !

No vines festoon your lonely tree,'

No harvest o'er your war-field wave.

Till rushing winds proclaim—The laud is &ee

!

THE VIEW FROM CASTRL

PROM A PAINTINO BY WILLIAMS.

There havebeenbright and glorious pageantshere.

Where now gray stones and moss-grown columns

lie

;

[hear.

There have been words, which earth grew pale to

Breathed from the cavern's misty chambers nigh

:

There have been voices through the sunny sky.

And the pine-woods, their choral hymn-notes

sending,

And reeds and lyres, their Dorian melody

With incense-clouds around the temple blending.

And throngs with laurel-boughs before the altar

bending.

There have been treasures of the seas and isles

Brought to the Day-god's now-forsaken throne

;

Thunders have peal'd along the rock-defiles.

When the far-echoing battlc-hom made known

That foes were on their way ! The deep wind's

moan

Hath chill'd th' invader's heart with secret fear ;

And from the Sibyl-grottoes, wild and lone.

Storms have gone forth, which, in their fierce

career, [the spear.

From his bold hand have struck the banner and

The shrine hath sunk !—but thou unchanged art

there !

Mount of the voice and vision, robed with dreams

!

Unchanged—and rising through the radiant air,

With thy dark waving pines, and flashing streams,

And all thy founts of song ! Their bright course

teems

With inspiration yet ; and each dim haze.

Or golden cloud which floats around thee, seems

As with its mantle veiling from our gaze

Tho mysteries of the past, the gods of elder days I

Away, vain fantasies !—doth less of power

Dwell round thy summit, or thy cliffs invest,

> A Blugle tree appears in Mr Williams' impreaslTe pictinA
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Though, in deep stillness, now the ruin's flower

Wave o'er the pillars mouldering on thy breast 1

•—Lift through the free blue heavens thine arrowy

crest

!

Let the great rocks their solitude regain

!

No Delphian lyres now break thy noontide rest

With their full chords :—but silent bo the strain

!

Thou hast a mightier voice to speak th' Eternal's

reign !'

THE FESTAL HOUR

When are the lessons given

That shake the startled earth? When wakes the

foe [blow ?

While the friend sleeps t When falls the traitor's

When are proud sceptres riven,

High hopes o'erthrown t—It is when lands rejoice,

When cities blaze and lift th' exulting voice,

And wave their banners to the kindling heaven !

Fear ye the festal hour ! [night

When mirth o'erflows, then tremble !

—
'Twas a

Of gorgeous revel, wreaths, and dance, and Hght,

When through the regal bower

The trumpet peal'd ere yet the song was done.

And there were shrieks in golden Babylon,

Aud trampHng armies, ruthless in their power.

The marble shrines were cro^vn'd :

Young voices, through the blue Athenian sky,

And Dorian reecJs, made simimer-melody.

And censers waved around

;

And lyres were strung and bright libations pour'd

!

When through the streets flash'd out the avenging

sword,

Fearless and free, the swordwith myrtles bound

!

'

Through Rome a triumph pass'd.

Rich in her Sun-god's mantling beams went by
That long aiTay of glorious pageantry.

With shout and trumpet-bla.st.

An empire's gems their starry splendour shed

O'er the proud march ; a king in chains was led

;

A stately victor, crown'd and robed, came last. ^

^ Tliia, ivitli tlie preceding, and several of the following

pieces, first appeared in the Edinburgh Magazine.
2 The sword of Harraodius.

3 Paulus J£miliu3, one of wliose sons died a few days before,

and another shortly after, iiis triumpti on tlie conquest of

Macedon ,when Peiseas, king ofthat country,was led in chains.

And many a Dryad's bower

Had lent the laurels which, in waving play,

StiiT'd the warm air, and glisten'd round his way

As a quick-flashing shower.

—O'er his own porch, meantime, the cypress hung,

Through his fair halls a cry of anguish rang

—

Woe for the dead !—the father's broken flower

!

A Boimd of lyre and song.

In the still night, went floating o'er the Nile,

Whose waves, by many an old mysterious pile.

Swept with that voice along

;

And lamps were shining o'er the red wine's foam

Where a chief revell'd in a monarch's dome.

And fresh rose-garlands deck'd a glittering throng.

'Twas Antony that bade

The joyous chords ring out ! But strains arose

Of wilder omen at the banquet's close !

Soimds, by no mortal made,*

Shook Alexandria through her streets that night.

And pass'd—and with another sunset's light.

The kingly Roman on his bier was laid.

Bright midst its vineyards lay

The fair Campanian city,' with its towers

And temples gleaming through dark olive-bowers,

Clear in the golden day ;

Joy was around it as the glo^ving sky.

And crowds had fill'd its halls of revelry.

And all the siumy au- was music's way.

A cloud came o'er the face

Of Italy's rich heaven !— its crystal blue

Was changed, and deepen'd to a wrathful hue

Of night, o'ershadowing space

As with the wings of death I—in all his power

Vesuvius woke, and hm-l'd the burning shower.

And who could tell the buried city's place ?

Such things have been of yore.

In the gay regions where the citrons blow.

And purple summers all their sleepy glow

On the grape-clusters pour ;

And where the palms to spicy winds are waving.

Along clear seas of melting sapphire, laving.

As with a flow of light, their southern shore.

* See the description given by Plutarch, in his life ofAntony,

of the supernatural sounds heard in the streets of Alexandria,

the night before Antony's deatli.

^ llerculaneum, of which it is related, that all the inhabi-

tants were assembled in the tlieatres, when the sliower of ashea

which overwhelmed the city descended.
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Turn wo to other climes !

—

Far in the Druid isle a feast was spread.

Midst the rock-altars of the warrior dead ;

'

And ancient battle-rhymes

Were chanted to the harp ; and yellow mead

Went flowing round, and tales of martial deed

And lofty songs of Britain's elder time ;

—

But ere the giant-fane

Cast its broad shadows on the robe of even,

Hush'd were the bards, and in the face of heaven,

O'er that old burial-plain, [ing

Flash'd the keen Saxon dagger !—bloodwasstream-

Wliere late the mead-cup to the sun was gleaming.

And Britain's hearths were heap'd that night in

vain

—

For they return'd no more !

They that went forth at mom, with reckless heart.

In that fierce banquet's mirth to bear their part

:

And on the rushy floor.

And the bright spears and bucklers of the walls.

The high wood-fires were blazing in their halls
;

But not for them—they slept—their feast was o'er

!

Fear ye the festal hour !

Ay, tremble when the cup of joy o'erflows !

Tame down the swelling heart ! Tlie bridal rose.

And the rich myrtle's flower, [fast

Have veil'd the sword ! Red wines have sparkled

From venom'd goblets, and soft breezes pass'd

With fatal perfume through the revel's bower.

Twine the young glowing wreath !

But pour not all your spirit in the song.

Which through the sky's deep azure floats along

Like summer's quickening breath !

The ground is hollow in the path of mirth :

Oh ! far too daring seems the joy of earth,

So darkly press'd and girdled in by death !

[" ' Tlie Festal Hour * certainly appears to us to be one of the

noblest, regular, and classical odes in the English language

—

happy in the general idea, and rich in imagery and illustra-

tion."—I)R MoRCHEAD <n Cotutailt'i Magazine, SepL 1823.]

SONG OF THE BATTLE OF MOROARTEN.

[" In the year 1315, Switzerland was Invaded by Duke

Leopold of Austria, with a formidable anny. It is well at-

tested that this prince repeatedly dechired he ' would trample

1 Stonehenge, said by some traditions to have been erected

to the memory of Ambrosius, an early Ilritish king ; and by

others mentioned as a monumental record of the massacre of

British diieis here alluded to.

the audacious rustics under Ills feet ;' and that he had pro-

cured a large stock of cordage, for the purpose of binding their

chiefs, and putting them to death.

*' The 15th October 1315 dawned. The sun darted its first

raya on the shields and armour of the advancing host ; and

this being the first army ever known to have attempted the

frontiers of the cantons, the Swiss viewed its long line with

various emotions. Montfort de Tettnang led the cavalry into

the narrow pass, and soon filled the whole space between tlie

mountain (Mount Sattel) and the lake. The fifty men on the

eminence (above Morgarten) raised a sudden shout, and rolled

down heaps of rocks and stones among the crowded ranks.

The confederates on the mountain, perceiving the impression

made by this attack, rushed down in close array, and fell upon

the flank of the disordered column. With massy clubs they

dashed in pieces the armour of the enemy, and dealt their

blows and thrusts with long pikes. The narrowness of the

detile admitted of no evolutions, and a slight frost having in-

jured the road, the horses were impeded in all their motions ;

many leaped into the lake ; all were startled ; and at last the

whole column gave way, and fell suddenly back on the in-

fantry ; and these htst, .is the nature of the country did not

allow them to open their files, were run over by the fugitives,

and many of them trampled to death. A general rout en-

sued, and Duke Leopold was with much difiiculty rescued

by a peasant, who led him to Winterthur, where the historian

of the times saw him arrive in the evening, pale, sullen, and

dismayed."

—

Pla.nta'8 History of the Helvetic Cot\federacy.'}

The wine-month " shone in its golden prime.

And the red grapes clustering hung,

But a deeper sound, through the Switzer's clime.

Than the vintage music, rung

—

A sound through vaulted cave,

A sound through echoing glen,

Like the hollow swell of a rushing wave

;

—'Twas the tread of steel-girt men.

And a trumpet, pealing wild and far,

Midst the ancient rocks was blown.

Till the Alps rephed to that voice of war

With a thousand of their own.

And through the forest-glooms

Flash'd helmets to the day ;

And the winds were tossmg knightly plumes,

Like the larch-boughs in their play.

In Hash's' wilds there was gleaming steel

As the host of the Austrian pass'd

;

And the Schreckhorn's * rocks, with a savage peal.

Mode mirth of his clarion's blast.

Up midst the Righi snows

The stormy march was heard.

With the charger's tramp, whence fire-sptu"ks rose,

And the leader's gathering-word.

3 Wiru-month, the German namo for OctolMr.

' Ila.sli, a wild district in the canton of Berne.

* Schreckliorn , tliepeak li^terror, a mountain in the csntoB

of Berne.

IL
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national pride maintained tlirongliout, and justified indeed by

the nature of tlie subjects to wbicli some of tliese productions

are devoted. Tliis bist cliamcteristic is biended witti a deep

and eutliusijistic feeiing of retigion, whicii rather exalts tlian

tempers tlie liauglity confidence of tlie poet in the high des-

tinies of liis country. Spain is to tiim wliat Judea was to tlie

bards who sang beneath the shadow of her palm-trees—the

chosen and fevoured land, whose people, severed from all

others by the purity and devoteduess of tlieir faith, are pecu-

liarly called to wreak the vengeance of Heaven upon the infi-

del. Tliis triumphant conviction is powerfully expressed in

his magnificent Ode on the Battle of Lepanto.

The impression of deep solemnity left upon the mind of

the Spanish reader, by anotlier of Ilerreia's lyric compositions,

will, it is feared, be very inadequately conveyed through the

medium of the following translation.]

** T<M de dolor, y canto do gemido," etc.

A VOICE of woe, a murmur of lament,

A spirit of deep fear and mingled ire
;

Let such record the day, the day of wail

For Lusitania's bitter chastening sent

!

She who hath seen her power, her fame expire.

And mourns them in the dust, discrown'd and pale.

And let the awful tale

With grief and horror every realm o'crshade.

From Afric's burning main

To the far sea, in other hues array'd.

And the red limits of the Orient's reign,

Wliose nations, haughty though subdued, behold

Christ's glorious banner to the winds unfold.

Alas ! for those that in embattled power.

And vain array of chariots and of horse,

desert Libya ! sought thy fatal coast

!

And trusting not in Him, the eternal source

Of might and glory, but in earthly force.

Making the strength of multitudes their boast,

A flush'd and crested host.

Elate in lofty dreams of victorj', trodo

Their path of pride, as o'er a conqucr'd land

Given for the spoil ; nor raised their eyes to God :

And Israel's Holy One withdrew his hand.

Their sole support ;—and heavily and prone

They fell—the car, the steed, the rider, all o'er-

thrown !

It came, the hour of wrath, the hour of woe.

Which to deep solitude and tears consign'd

The peopled realm, the realm of joy and mirth.

A gloom was on the heavens, no mantling glow

Announced the mom—it seem'd as nature pined.

And boding clouds obscured the sunbeam's birth
;

yviiilc, startling the pale earth,

Bursting upon the mighty and the proud

With visitation dread.

Their crests the Eternal, in his anger, bow'd.

And raised barbarian nations o'er their head.

The inflexible, the fierce, who seek not gold,

But vengeance on their foes, relentless, uncon-

troll'd.

Then was the sword let loose, the flaming sword

Of the strong infidel's ignoble hand.

Amidst that host, the pride, the flower, the crown

Of thy fair knighthood ; and the insatiate horde.

Not with thy Ufe content, O ruin'd land !

Sad Lusitania ! even thy bright renown

Defaced and trampled down

;

And scatter'd, rushing as a torrent-flood,

Thy pomp of arms and banners ;—till the sands

Became a lake of blood—thy noblest blood !

—

The plain a mountain of thy slaughter'd bands.

Strength on thy foes, resistless might was shed

;

On thydevotedsons—amaze, andshame, and dread.

Are tliese the conquerors, tJiete the lords of fight.

The warrior men, the invincible, the famed.

Who shook the earth with terror and dismay.

Whose spoils were empires 1—They that in their

might

The haughty strength of savage nations tamed,

And gave the spacious Orient realms of day

To desolation's sway,

Making the cities of imperial name
E'en as the desert-place 1

Where now the fearless heart, the soul of flame 1

Thus has their glory closed its dazzling race

In one brief hour ! Is this their valour's doom.

On distant shores to fall, and find not even a

tomb!

Once were they, in their splendour and their pride.

As an imperial cedar on the brow

Of the great Lebanon ! It rose, array'd

In its rich pomp of foliage, and of wide

Majestic branches, leaving far below

All children of the forest. To its shade

The waters tribute paid.

Fostering its beauty. Birds found shelter there

Whose flight is of the loftiest through the sky.

And the wild mountain-creatures made their lair

Beneath ; and nations by its canopy

Were shadow'd o'er. Supreme it stood, and ne'er

Had earth beheld a tree so excellently fair.

But all elated, on its verdant stem,

Confiding solely in its regal height.

It soar'd presumptuous, as for empire bom

;

And God for this removed its diadem,

And cast it from its regions of delight.
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Forth to the epoUer, as a prey and scorn.

By the deep roots uptom !

And lo ! encumbering the lone hills it lay,

Shorn of its leaves, dismantled of its state
;

While, pale with fear, men hurried far away.

Who in its ample shade had found so late

Their bower of rest ; and nature's savage race

Midst the great ruin sought their dwelling-place.

But thou, base Libya ! thou whose arid sand

Hath been a kingdom's death-bed, where one fate

Closed her bright life and her majestic fame,

—

Though to thy feeble and barbarian hand

Hath fall'n the victory, be not thou elate !

Boast not thyself, though thine that day of shame,

Unworthy of a name !

Know, if the Spaniard in his wrath advance.

Aroused to vengeance by a nation's cry.

Pierced by his searching lance.

Soon shalt thou expiate crime with agony.

And thine affrighted streams to ocean's flood

An ample tribute bear of Afric's Paynim blood.

SEBASTIAN OF PORTUGAL.

A DRAMATIC FRAGMENT.

DBAUATIS FEBSON^

Sebastian.

Gonzalez, hitfriend.

Scene I. The ieorshare near lAibon.

Sebastian, Gonzalez, Zamob.

Seb. With what young life and fragrance in its

breath

My native air salutes me ! From the groves

Of citron, and the mountains of the vine.

And thy majestic tide thus foaming on

In power and freedom o'er its golden sands.

Fair stream, my Tajo ! youth, with all its glow

And pride of feeling, through my soul and frame

Again seems rushing, as these noble waves

Past their bright shores flow joyously. Sweetland,

My own, my fathers' land, of sunny skies

And orange bowers !—Oh ! is it not a dream

That thus I tread thy soil ] Or do I wake

From a dark dream but now ! Gonzalez, say,

Doth it not bring the flush of eai-ly life

Back on th' awakening spirit, thus to gaze

On the far-sweeping river, and the shades

Which, in their undulating motion, speak

Of gentle winds amidst bright waters bom.
After the fiery skies and dark-red sands

Of the lone desert ? Time and toil must needs

Have changed our mien ; but this, our blessed land.

Hath gain'd but richer beauty since we bade

Her glowing shores farewell. Seems it not thus %

Thy brow is clouded.

Gon. To mine eye the scene

Zahor, a young Arab.

Sylveira.

Wears, amidst all its quiet loveliness,

A hue of desolation ; and the calm,

The sohtude and silence which pervade

Earth, air, and ocean, seem belonging less

To peace than sadness ! We have proudly stood

Even on this shore, beside the Atlantic wave.

When it hath look'd not thus.

Seb. Ay, now thy soul

Is in the past ! Oh no ! it look'd not thus

When the mom smHed upon our thousand sails,

And the winds blew for Afric. How that hour.

With all its hues of glory, seems to burst

Again upon my vision ! I behold

The stately barks, the arming, the array.

The crests, the baimers of my chivalry,

Sway'd by the sea-breeze till their motion show'd

Like joyous life ! How the proud billows foam'd

!

And the oars flash'd like lightnings of the deep.

And the tall spears went glancing to the sun.

And scattering round quick rays, as if to guide

The valiant unto fame ! Ay, the blue heaven

Seem'd for that noble scene a canopy

Scarce too majestic, while it rang afar

To peals of warlike soimd ! My gallant bands !

A\Tiere are you now 1

Gon. Bid the wide desert tell

Wheresleep its dead ! To mightier hosts than them

Hath it lent graves ere now ; and on its breast

Is room for nations yet

!

Seb. It cannot be
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Tliat all have perish'd I Many a noblo man,

Made captive on that wai>field, may have burst

His bonds like ours. Cloud not this fleeting hour,

Which to my soul is as the fountain's draught

To the parch'd lip of fever, with a thought

So darkly sad !

Gim. Oh never, never cast [more

That deep remembrance from you ! When once

Your place is midst earth's rulers, let it dwell

Around you, as the shadow of your throne.

Wherein the land may rest. My king ! this hour

(Solemn as that which to the voyager's eye.

In faj" and dim porepectivc, doth uufold

A new and boundless world) may haply be

The last in which the courage and the power

Of truth's high voice may reach you. Who may
stand

As man to man, as friend to friend, before

Th' ancestral throne of monarchs "i Or perchance

Toils, such as tame the loftiest to endurance.

Henceforth may wait us here ! But howsoe'er

This be, the lessons now from sufferings past

Befit all time, all change. Oh ! by the blood.

The free, the generous blood of Portugal,

Shed on the sands of Afric—by the names

Which, with their centuries of high renown,

There died, extinct for ever—let not those

Who stood in hope and glory at our side

Here, on this very sea-beach, whence they pass'd

To fall, and leave no trophy—let them not

Be soon, be e'er forgotten ! for their fate

Bears a deep warning in its awfulness,

Whence power might well learn wisdom !

Seb. Thinkst thou, then,

That years of sufferance and captivity.

Such as have bow'd down eagle hearts ere now.

And made high energies their spoil, have pass'd

So lightly o'er my spirit 1 It is not thus !

The things thou wouldst recall are not of those

To be forgotten ! But my heart hath still

A sense, a bounding pulse for hope and joy,

And it is joy which whispers in the breeze

Sentfrom myown freemountains. Brave Gonzalez!

Thou'rt one to make thy fearless heart a shield

Unto thy friend, in the dark stormy hour

When knightly crests are trampled, and proud

helms [one

Cleft, aud strong breastplates shiver'd. Thou art

To infuse the soul of gallant fortitude

Into the captive's bosom, and beguile

The long slow march beneath the burning noon

With lofty patience ; but for those quick biirsts,

Those buoyant efforts of the soul to cast

Her weight of care to earth, those brief delights

Whose source is in a sunbeam, or a sound [wing

Which stirs the blood, or a young breeze, whose

Wanders in chainless joy ; for things like these

Thou hast no sympathies ! And thou, my Zamor,

Art wrapt in thought ! I welcome thee to this.

The kingdom of my fathers. Is it not

A goodly heritage 1

Zam. The land is fair

;

But he, the archer of the wilderness,

Beholdeth not the pahns beneath whoso shade

His tents are scatter'd, and his camels rest

;

And therefore is he sad !

Seh. Thou must not pine

With that sick yearning of th' impatient heart,

\\Tiich makes the exile's life one fever'd dream

Of skies, and hills, and voices far away,

And faces wearing the familiar hues

Lent by his native sunbeams. I have known

Too much of this, and would not see another

Thus daily die. If it be so with thee.

My gentle Zamor, speak. Behold, our bark

Yet, with her white sails catching sunset's glow.

Lies within signal-reach. If it be thus.

Then fare thee well—farewell, thou brave,and true.

And generous friend ! How often is our path

Cross'd by some being whose bright spirit sheds

A passing gladness o'er it, but whoso course

Leads down another current, never more

To blond with ours ! Yet far within our souls,

Amidst the rushing of the busy world.

Dwells many a secret thought, which lingers yet

Around that image. And e'en so, kind Zamor !

Shalt thou be long remember'd.

Zam. By the fame

Of my brave sire, whose deeds the warrior tribes

Tell round the desert's watchfire, at the hour

Of silence, and of coolness, and of stars,

I will not leave thee ! 'Twas in such an hour

The dreams of rest were on me, and I lay

Shrouded in slumber's mantle, as within

The chambers of the dead. Who saved me then,

When the pard, soundless as the midnight, stole

Soft on the sleeper ? Whose keen dart transfix'd

The monarch of the solitudes ? I woke,

And saw thy javcUn crimson'd with his blood.

Thou, my deliverer ! and my heart e'en then

Call'd thee its brother.

Seb. For that gift of life

With one of tenfold price, even freedom's self.

Thou hast repaid me well.

Zam. Then bid me not

Forsake thee ! Though my father's tents may rise

At times upon my spirit, yet my home

Shall bo amidst thy mountains, prince ! and thou
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Shalt be my chief, until I see thee robed

With allthypower. Whenthou canst need no more
Thine Arab's faithful heart and vigorous aitn,

From the green regions of the setting sun

Then shall the wanderer turn his steps, and seek

His Orient wilds again.

Sei. Be near me still,

And ever, my warrior ! I shall stand

Again amidst my hosts a mail-clad king,

Begirt with spears and banners, and the pomp
And the proud sounds of battle. Be thy place

Then at my side. When doth a monarch cease

To need true hearts, bold hands 1 Not in the field

Of arms, nor on the throne of power, nor yet

The couch of sleep. Bo ourfriend, we will not part.

Gon. Be all thy friends thus faithful, for e'en yet

They may be fiercely tried.

Seb. I doubt them not. [welcome.

Even now my heart beats high to meet their

Let us away

!

Grni. Yet hear once more, my liege.

The humblest pilgrim, from liis distant shrine

Returning, finds not e'en his peasant home
Unchanged amidst its vineyards. Some loved face.

Which made the sunlight of his lowly board,

Is touch'd by sickness ; some familiar voice

Greets him no more ; and shall not fate and time

Have done their work, since last we parted hence,

Upon an empire 1 Ay, within those years.

Hearts from their ancient worship have fall'n off,

Andbow'd before new stars ; high names have sunk

From their supremacy of place, and others

Gone forth, apdmade themselvesthe mighty sounds
At wliich thrones tremble. Oh ! be slow to trust

E'en those to whom your smiles werewont to seem
As light is unto flowers. Search well the depths

Of bosoms in whose keeping you would shrine

The secret of your state. Storms pass not by
Leaving earth's face unchanged.

Seb. Whence didst thou learn

The cold distrust which casts so deep a shadow
O'er a most noble nature ?

Gon. Life hath been

My stem and only teacher. I have known
Vicissitudes in all things, but the most

In human hearts. Oh ! yet awhUe tame down
That royal spirit, till the hour be come
When it may burst its bondage ! On thy brow
The Sims of burning climes have set their seal.

And toil, and years, and perils, have not pass'd

O'er the bright aspect, and the ardent eye.

As doth a breeze of summer. Be that change

The mask beneath whose shelter thou may'st read

Men's thoughts, and veil thine own.

Seb. Am I thus changed

From all I was 1 And yet it needs must be.

Since e'en my soul hath caught another hue

From its long sufferings. Did I not array

The gallant flower of Lusiau chivalry.

And lead the mighty of the land, to pour

Destruction on the Moslem 1 I return.

And as a feailess and a trusted friend.

Bring, from the realms of my captivity.

An Arab of the desert !—But the sun

Hath sunk below th' Atlantic. Let us hence

—

Gonzalez, fear me not. [ExemU.

Scene II.

—

A Street in lAebon iUvminaied.

Many Citizens.

Is* Cit. In sooth our city wears a goodly mien.

With her far-blazing fanes, and festive lamps

Shining from all her marble palaces, [lattice

Countless as heaven's fair stars. The humblest

Sends forth its radiance. How the sparkling waves

Fling back the light

!

2d Cit. Ay, 'tis a gallant show

;

And one which serves, like others, to conceal

Things which must not be told.

Sd Cit. What wouldst thou say 1

2d Cit. That which may scarce, in perilous times

like these.

Be said with safety. Hast thou look'd within

Those stately palaces 1 Were they but peopled

With the high race of warUke nobles, once [now

Their princely lords, think'st thou, good fiiend, that

They would be glittering with this hollow pomp.

To greet a conqueror's entrance 1

Zd Cit. Thou say'st weU.

None but a land forsaken of its chie6

Had been so lost and won.

ith Cit. The lot is cast

;

[come :

We have but to yield. Hush ! for some strangers

Kow, friends, beware.

1st Cit. Did the king pass this way

At morning, with his train 1

2d Cit. Ay : saw you not

The long and rich procession ?

Sebastian enters with Gonzalez and Zamor.

Seb. to Gon. This should be

The night of some high festival. E'en thus

My royal city to the skies sent up.

From her illumined fanes and towers, a voice

Of gladness, welcoming our first return

From Afric's coast. Speak thou, Gonzalez ! ask

The cause of this rejoicing. To my heart
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Deep foeliiigB nish, so mingliug and so fast,

My voice perchanco might tromblo.

Gem. Citizen,

\Vhat festal night is this, that all your streets

Are throng'd and glittering thus ?

\H Cit. Hast thou not heard

Of the king's entry, in triumphal pomp.

This very mom ?

Gon. The king ! triumphal pomp !

—

Thy words are dark.

Seh. Speak yet again : mine ears

Ring with strange sounds. Again !

\at Cit. I said, the king,

Philip of Spain, and now of Portugal,

This morning enter'd with a conqueror's train

Our city's roytd palace : and for this

We hold our festival.

Seh. (in a low voice) Thou said'st—the king !

His name 1—I heard it not.

\st Cit. Philip of Spain.

Seh. Philip of Spain ! Wo slumber, till aroused

By th' earthquake's blunting shock. Hath there

not fall'n

A sudden darkness ? All things seem to float

Obscurely round me. Now 'tis past. The streets

Are blazing with strange fire. Go, quench those

lamps ;

They glare upon me till my very brain

Grows dizzy, and doth whirl. How dare ye thus

Light up your shrines for him)

Gon. Away, away

!

This is no time, no scene

Seb. Philip of Spain !

How name ye this fair land 1 Wliy, is it not

The free, the chivalrous Portugal \—the land

By the proud ransom of heroic blood

Won from the Moor of old ? Did that red stream

Sink to the earth, and leave no fiery current

In the veins of noble men, that so its tide,

Full swelling at the sound of hostile steps.

Might be a kingdom's barrier ]

2d CU. That high blood [shed

Which should have been our strength, profusely

By the ra.sh King Sebastian, bathed the plains

Of fatal Alcazar. Our monarch's guilt

Hath brought this ruin down.

Seh. Mu.st this be heard, [stand

And borne, and unchastisedl Man, darest thou

Before me face to face, and thus arraign

Thy sovereign ? [prince,

Zam. {aside to Seh) Shall I lift the sword, my
Against thy foes 1

Gon. Be still—or all is lost. [and know.

2d Cit. I dare speak that which all men think

'Tis to Sebastian, and his waste of life,

And power, and treasure, that we owe these bonda.

3d Cit. Talk not of bonds. May our new
monarch rule

The weary land in peace ! But who art thou ?

Whence com'st thou, haughty stranger, that these

things.

Known to all nations, should be new to thee 1

Seh. (wildly) I come from regions where the

cities Ue

In ruins, not in chains !

Exit with Gonzalez and Zauob.

2d Cit. He wears the mien

Of one that hath commanded ; yet his looks

And words were strangely wild.

\3t Cit. Mark'd you his fierce

And haughty gesture, and the flash that broke

From his dark eye, when King Sebastian's name
Became our theme 1

2d Cit. Trust me, there's more in this

Than may be lightly said. These are no times

To breathe men's thoughts i'th'open face of heaven

And ear of multitudes. They that would speak

Of monarchs and their deeds, should keep within

Their quiet homes. Come, let us hence; and then

We'll commune of this stranger.

ScESE III.

—

The Portico of a PalcKe.

Sebastian, Gonzalez, Zamor.

Seh. Withstandme not ! I tell thee that my soul,

With all its passionate energies, is roused

Unto that fearful strength which must have way.

E'en like the elements in their hour of might

And mastery o'er creation.

Gon. But they wait

That hour in silence. Oh ! be calm awhile

—

Thine is not come. My king

Seh. I am no king.

While in the very palace of my sires.

Ay, where mine eyes first drank the glorious light.

Where my soul's thrilling echoes first awoke

To the high sound of earth's immortal names,

Th' usurper lives and reigns. I am no king

Until I cast him thence.

Zam. Shall not thy voice

Bo as a tnimpct to th' awak'ning land ?

Will not the bright swords flasli like sun-bursts

forth.

When the brave hear their chief!

Gon. Peace, Zamor ! peace !

Child of the desert, what liast thou to do
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With the calm hour of counsel ?

Monarch, pause

:

A kingdom's destiny should not be the sport

Of passion's reckless winds. There is a time

When men, in very weariness of heart

And careless desolation, tamed to yield

By misery strong as death, will lay their souls

E'en at the conqueror's feet—as nature sinks.

After long torture, into cold, and dull.

And heavy sleep. But comes there not an hour

Of fierce atonement 1 Ay ! the slumberer wakes

With gather'd strength and vengeance ; and the

sense

And the remembrance of his agonies

Are in themselves a power, whose fearful path

Is like the path of ocean, when the heavens

Take off its interdict. Wait, then, the hour

Of that high impulse.

Seb. Is it not the sun

Whose radiant bursting through the embattled

clouds [speak'st.

Doth make it mom 1 The hour of which thou

Itself, with all its glory, is the work

Of some commanding nature, which doth bid

The sullen shades disperse. Away !—e'en now

The land's high hearts, the fearless and the true,

Shall know they have a leader. Is not tl»is

The mansion of mine own, mine earliest, friend

Sylveira ?

Gon. Ay, its glittering lamps too well

niume the stately vestibule to leave

Our sight a moment's doubt. He ever loved

Such pageantries.

Sei. His dwelling thus adom'd

On such a night ! Yet will I seek him here.

He must be faithful, and to him the first

My tale shall be reveal'd. A sudden chill

Falls on my heart ; and yet I will not wrong

My friend with dull suspicion. He hath been

Link'd all too closely with mine inmost souk

And what have I to lose 1

Gon. Is their blood naught

Who without hope will follow where thou lead'st.

E'en unto death t

Sel. Was that a brave man's voice ? [leam'd

Warrior and friend ! how long, then, hast thou

To hold thy blood thus dear 1

Gon. Of mint, mine own

Think'st thou I spoke ? When all is shed for thee

Thou'lt know me better.

Seb. {entering lite palace) For a while farewell.

[Exit.

Gon. Thus princes lead men's hearts. Come,

follow me

;

And if a homo is left me still, brave Zamor !

There will I bid thee welcome. [Exeunt.

SoEKE IV.

—

A Hall viithin the Palace.

SBBASTliN, SyLVEDU.

Sylv. Whence art thou,stranger!—whatwouldst

thou with me ?

There is a fiery wildness in thy mien

Startling and almost fearful.

Seb. From the stem.

And vast, and desolate wilderness, whose lord

Is the fierce lion, and whoso gentlest wind

Breathes ofthe tomb, and whose dark childi-enmake

The bow and spear their law, men bear not back

That smilingness of aspect, wont to ma.sk

The secrets of their spirits midst the stir

Of courts and cities. I have look'd on scenes

Boundless, and strange, and terrible ; I have known

SuflTerings which are not in the shadowy scope

Of wild imagination ; and these things

Have stamp'd me with theirimpress. Manofpeace.

Thou look'st on one familiar with th' extremes

Of grandeur and of misery.

Sylv. Stranger, speak

Thy name and piirpose briefly, for the time

111 suits these mysteries. I must hence ; to-night

I feast the lords of Spain.

&6. Is that a task

For King Sebastian's friend ?

Sylv. Sebastian's friend !

That name hath lost its meaning. Will the dead

Rise from their silent dwellings, to upbraid

The living for their mirtli ? The grave sets bounds

Unto all human friendship.

Seb. On the plain

Of Alcazar full many a stately flower,

The pride and crown of some high house, was laid

Low in the dust of Afrio ; but of these

Sebastian was not one.

Sylv. I am not skill'd

To deal with men of mystery. Take, then, off

The strange dark scrutiny of thine eye from mine

What mean'st thou !—Speak !

Seb. Sebastian died not there.

I read no joy in that cold doubting mien.

Is not thy name Sylveiia ?

Sylv. Ay.

Seb. Why, then.

Be glad ! I tell thee that Sebastian lives !

Think thou on this—he lives ! Should he return

—

For he may yet return—and find the ft-iend

In whom he trusted with such perfect trust
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As should bo heaven's alone— mark"st thou my
words ?—

•

Should he then find this man, not girt and ai-m'd,

And watching o'er the heritage of his lord.

But, reckless of high fame and loj-al faith.

Holding luxurious revels with his foes.

How would thou meet his glance ?

Sylr. As I do thine,

Keen though it be, and proud.

Seb. AVTiy, thou dost quail

Before it ! even as if the burning eye

Of the broad sun pursued thy shrinking soul

Through all its depths.

Si/lv. Away ! he died not there !

He should have died there, with the chivalry

And strength and honour of his kingdom, lost

By his impetuous rashness.

Seb. This from thee ?

Who hath given power to falsehood, that one gaze

At its unmask'd and withering mien, should blight

High souls at oncel I wake. And this from thee ]

There are, whose eyes discern the secret springs

Which Ue beneath the desert, and the gold

And gems within earth's caverns, far below

The everlasting hills : but who hath dared

To dream that heaven's most awful attribute

Invested his mortality, and to boast

That through its inmost folds his glance could read

One heart, one human heart ? AVhy, then, to love

And trust is but to lend a traitor arms

Of keenest temper and imerring aim.

Wherewith to pierce our souls. But thou, beware

!

Sebastian lives !

Sylv. If it be so, and thou

Art of his followers still, then bid him seek

Far in the wilds, which gave one sepulchre

To his proud hosts, a kingdom and a home,

For none is left him here.

Seb. This is to live

An ago of wisdom in an hour ! Tlie man
Whoso empire, as in scorn, o'erpass'd the bounds

E'en of the infinite deep ; whose Orient realms

Lay bright beneath the morning, while the clouds

Were brooding in their sunset mantle still.

O'er his majestic regions of the West

;

This heir of fiir dominion shall return.

And, in the very city of his birth.

Shall find no home ! Ay, I will tell him this.

And he will answer that the tale is false.

False as a traitor's hollow words of love

;

And that tlie stately dwelling, in whose halls

We commune now—a friend's, a monarch's gift.

Unto the chosen of his heart, Sylveira,

Should yield him still a welcome.

Sylv. Fare thee well

!

I may not pause to hear thee, for thy words

Are full of danger, and of snares, perchance

Laid by some treacherous foe. But all in vain.

I mock thy wiles to scorn.

Seb. Ha! ha! The snake

Doth pridp himself in his distorted cunning,

Deeming it wisdom. Nay, thou go'st not thus.

My heart is bureting, and 1 tcill be heard.

What I know'st thou not my spirit wasbom to hold

Dominion over thine ? Thou shalt not cast [there.

Those bonds thus lightly from thee. Stand thou

And tremble in the presence of thy lord !

Sj/lv. This is all madness.

Seb. Madness ! no, I say

—

'Tis Reason starting from her sleep, to feel.

And see, and know, in all their cold distinctness.

Things which come o'er her, as a sense of pain

0' th' sudden wakes the dreamer. Stay thee yet ;

Be still. Thou 'rt used to smile and to obey

;

Ay, and to weep. I have seen thy tears flow fast.

As from the fulness of a heart o'ercharged

With loyal love. Oh ! never, never moro

Let tears or smiles be trusted I When thy king

Went forth on his disastrous enterprise.

Upon thy bed of sickness thou wast laid.

And he stood o'er thee with the look of one

Who leaves a dying brother, and his eyes

WerefiU'dwith tears like thine. No! no< like thine

:

His bosom knew no falsehood, and he deem'd

Thine clear and stainless as a warrior's shield.

Wherein high deeds and noble forms alone

Are brightly imaged forth.

Stjlv. What now avail

These recollections?

Seb. What ! I have seen thee shrink,

As a murderer from the eye of light, before me

:

I have eam'd (how dearly and how bitterly

It matters not, but I have eam'd at last)

Deep knowledge, fearful wisdom. Now, begone

!

Hence to thy guests, and fear not, though arraign'd

E'en of Sebastian's friendship. Make his scorn

(For he mil scorn thee, as a crouching slave

By all high hearts is scom'd) thy right, thy charter

Unto vile safety. Lot the secret voice,

Whoso low upbraidings will not sleep within thee,

Be as a sign, a token of thy claim

To all such guerdons as are shower'd on traitors,

WHien noble men are crush'd. And fear thou not

:

'Tis but the kingly cedar which the storm

Hurls from his mountain throne— th' ignoble

shrub.

Grovelling beneath, may live.

Sylv. It is thy part
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To tremble for thy life.

Seb. They that have look'd

Upon a heart like thine, should know too well

The worth of life to tremble. Such things make

Brave men, and reckless. Ay, and they whom fate

Would trample should be thus. It is enough

—

Thou may'st depart.

Sylv. And thou, if thou dost prize

Thy Bafety, speed thee hence.

[BxU Stlveika.

Seb. (alone.) And this is he

Who was as mine own soul : whose image rose.

Shadowing my dreams of glory with the thought

That on the sick man's weary couch he lay.

Pining to share my battles !

CHORUS.

Ye winds that sweep

The conquer'd billows of the western deep,

Or wander where the mom
Midst the resplendent Indian heavens is bom.

Waft o'er bright isles and glorious worlds the faii\e

Of the crown'd Spaniard's name :

Till in each glowing zone

Its might the nations own.

And bow to him the vassal knee

Whose sceptre shadows realms from sea to sea.

Seb. Away—away ! this is no place for him

Whose name hath thus resounded, but is now

A word of desolation. [Exit

THE SIEGE OF VALENCIA.

A DRAMATIC POEM.i

' Judicio ha dado esta no vista hazanna

Del valor que en Ids siglos venideros

Tendrin loa Hijos de la fuerte Espanna,
Hijos de tal padres herederos.

IIatl6 sola en Numancia todo quanto

Debe con justo titulo cantarse

Y lo que puede dar materia al canto." Certantbs, Numancia.

DRAMATIS FEBSON^.

Alvar Gonzalez, Governor of Valencia.

Alphonso, Carlos, his Sons.

EIkrnandez, a Priest.

Abdullah, o Moorish PrincCy Chi^ of

Vie Army besieging Valencia.

Garcias, a Spanish Knight

Elmina, Wife to Gonzalez.

XiMENA, her Daughter.

Theresa, an attendant

Citizens^ SoldAeriy Attendants, S;c.

"^ Advertiumentbp theAuthor.—^The history of Spain records

two instances of the severe and self-devoting heroism which

forms the subject of the following dramatic poem. The first

of these occurred at the siege of Tarifa, which was defended.

In 1294, for Sancho King of Castile, during the rebellion of

his brother Don Juan, by Guzman surnaraed the Good.2

The second is related of Alonso Lopez de Texeda, who, until

his garrison had been utterly disabled by pestilence, main-

tained the city of Zamora for the children of Don Pedro the

Cruel, against the forces of Henrique of Trastamara.8

Impressive as were the circumstances which distinguished

2 See Quintana'B " Tidas de Egpanoles Celebres," p. 53.

8 See the PreCice to Southey'i " Chronicle of the Cid."

both these memorable sieges, it appeared to the author of

the following pages that a deeper interest, as well as a stronger

colour of nationality, might be imparted to the scenes in

which she has feebly attempted "to describe high passions

and high actions," by connecting a religious feeling with the

patriotism and high-minded loyalty which had thus been

proved ** faithful unto death," and by surrounding her ideal

dramatis persona with recoUections derived from the heroic

legends of Spanish chivalry. She has, for this reason, em-

ployed the agency of imaginary characters, and fixed upon

Valencia del Cid as the scene to give them

*' A local habitation and a name."
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Scene I.

—

Room in a Palace of Valencia.—Ximena

singing to a lute.

BALLAD.

" Thou hast not been with a festal throng

At the pouring of the wine

;

Men beai- not from the hall of song

A mien so daik as thiue !

There's blood upon thy shield,

There's dust upon thy plume,

Thou hast brought from some disastrous field

That brow of wrath and gloom !

"

"And is there blood upon my shield 1

Maiden, it well may bo !

Wo have sent the streams from our battle-field

All darken'd to the sea !

Wo have given the founts a stain.

Midst their woods of ancient pine
;

And the ground is wet—but not with rain,

Deep dyed—but not with wine 1

" The ground ia wet—^but not with i-ain

—

Wo have been in war-array.

And the noblest blood of Christian Spain

Hath bathed her soil to-day.

I have seen the strong man die.

And the stripling meet his fate.

Where the mountain-winds go sounding by

In the Boncesvalles' Strait.

" In the gloomy Roncesvalles' Strait

There arc helms and lances cleft

;

And they that moved at mom elate

On a bed of heath are left !

There's many a fair young face

WTiich the war-stcod hath gone o'er

;

At many a board there is kept a place

For those that come no more !

"

" Alas ! for love, for woman's breast.

If woe like this must bo !

Hast thou seen a youth with an eagle-crest,

And a white plume waving free 1

With liis proud quick-fla.shing eye,

And his mien of knightly state ?

Doth he come from where the swords flash'd Iiigh

In the Koncesvallcs' Strait 1

"

" In the gloomy Roncesvalles' Strait

I saw, and mark'd him well ;

For nobly on his steed he sate.

When the pride of manhood fell I

But it is not youth which turns

From the field of spears again
;

For the boy's high heart too wildly biims,

Till it rests amidst the slain !

"

" Thou canst not say that he lies low.

The lovely and the brave

:

Oh ! none could look on his joyous brow,

And think upon the grave !

Dark, dark j)erchance the day

Hath been with valour's fate

;

But he is on his homeward way

From the Roncesvalles' Strait
!

"

" There is dust upon his joyous brow.

And o'er his graceful head ;

And the war-horee will not wake him now.

Though it browse his greensward bed !

I have seen the stripling die,

And the strong man meet his fate

Where the mountain-winds go sounding by

In the Roncesvalles' Strait
!

"

Eliona enters.

Elm. Your songs are not as those of other days.

Mine own Ximena ! WTiero is now the young

And buoyant spiiit of the mom, which once

Breathed in your spring-like melodies, and woke

Joy's echo from all hearts 1

Xim. My mother, this

Is not the free air of our mountain-wilds

;

And these are not the halls wherein my voice

First pour'd those gladd'ning strains.

£lm. Alas ! thy heart

(I see it well) doth sicken for the pure

Free-wandering breezes of the joyous hills.

Where thyyoung brothers, o'er the rock and heath.

Bound in glad boyhood, e'en as torrent-streams

Leap brightly from the heights. Had wo not been

Within these walls thus suddenly begirt.

Thou shouldst have track'd ere now, with step as

light.

Their wild-wood paths.

Xim. I would not but have shared

These hours of woe and peril, though the deep

And solemn feelings wakening at their voice

Claim all the wrought-up spirit to themselves.

And wiU not blond with mirth. The storm doth

hush

All floating whispery soimds, all bird-notes wild

0' th' summer-forest, filling earth and heaven

With its own awfiil music. And 'tis well

!

Should not a hero's cliild be train'd to hear

The trumpet's blast unstartled, and to look
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lu the fix'd face of death without dismay 1

Mm. Woe ! woe I that aught so gentle and bo

young

Should thus bo call'd to stand i' the tempest's path,

And bear the token and the hue of death

On a bright soul so soon ! I had not shrunk

From mine own lot ; but thou, my child, shouldst

move

As a light breeze of heaven, through summer-

bowers.

And not o'er foaming billows. We are fall'n

On dark and evil days !

Xim. Ay, days that wake

All to their tasks !—Youth may not loiter now
In the green walks of spring ; and womanhood

Is summou'd unto conflicts, heretofore

The lot of warrior-spirits. Strength is born

In the deep silence of long-suffering hearts

;

Kot amidst joy.

Mm. Hast thou some secret woe

That thus thou speak'st ?

Xhn. What sorrow should be mine.

Unknown to thee 3

Mm. Alas ! the baleful air,

Wherewith the pestilence in darkness walks

Through the devoted city, like a blight

Amidst the rose-tints of thy cheek hath fall'n,

And wrought an early withering. Thou hast

cross'd

The paths of death, and minister'd to those

O'er whom his shadow rested, till thine eye

Hath changed its glancing sunbeam for a still.

Deep, solemn radiance; and thy brow hath caught

A wild and high expression, which at times

Fades into desolate calmness, most unlike

What youth's bright mien should wear. My
gentle child !

I look on thee in fear !

Xim. Thou hast no cause

To fear for me. When the wild clash of steel.

And the deep tambour, and the heavy step

Of armed men, break on our morning dreams

—

When, hour by hour, the noble and the brave

Are falling round us, and we deem it much
To give them funeral-rites, and call them blest

If the good sword, in its own stormy hour.

Hath done its work upon them, ere disease

Had chill'd their fiery blood ;—it is no, time

For the light mien wherewith, in happier hours.

We trode the woodland mazes, when young leaves

1 Mountain-Christians, tliose natives of Spain who, under

their prince Pelayo, toolt refuge amongst the mountains of

the nortliern provinces, where they maintained tlieir religion

Were whispering in the gale.—My father comes—
Oh ! speak of me no more. I would not shade

His princely aspect with a thought less high

Than his proud duties claim.

Gonzalez enters.

Mm. My noble lord !

Welcome from this day's toil ! It is the hour

Whose shadows, as they deepen, bring repose

Unto all weaiy men ; and wilt not thou

Free thy mail'd bosom from the corslet's weight,

To rest at fall of eve

!

Gon. There may be rest

For the tired peasant, when the vesper-bell

Doth send him to his cabin, and beneath

His vine and olive he may sit at eve.

Watching his children's sport : but unto him

Who keeps the watch-place onthe mountain-height.

When heaven lets loose the storms that chasten

realms

—^Who speaks of rest 1

Xim. My father, shall I fiU

The wine-cup for thy lips, or bring the lute

Whose sounds thou lovest ]

Gon. If there be strains of power

To rouse a spirit, which in triumphant scorn

May cast off nature's feebleness, and hold

Its proud career unshackled, dashing down

Tears and fond thoughts to earth ; give voice to

those

!

I have need of such, Ximena I

—^we must hear

No melting music now

!

Xim. I know all high

Heroic ditties of the elder-time,

Smig by the mountain-Christians,' in the holds

Of th' everlasting hills, whose snows yet bear

The print of Freedom's step ; and all wild strains

Wherein the dark serrauos" teach the rocks

And the pine-forests deeply to resound

The praise of later champions. Wouldst thou hear

The war-song of thine ancestor, the Cidi [power,

Gon. Ay, speak of him ; for in that name is

Such as might rescue kingdoms ! Speak of him

!

We are liis children ! They that can look back

I' th' annals of their house on such a name,

How should they take Dishonour by the hand.

And o'er the threshold of their fathers' halls

First lead her as a guest 1

Elm. Oh, why is this ]

How my heart sinks !

and liberty, whilst the rest of their country was ovemin 6jr

the Moo».
3 Serranot, mountaineers.
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Gon. It must not fail thee yet,

Daughter of heroes !—thine inheritance

Isstrengthto meet all conflicts. Thoucanstnumber

In thy long line of glorious ancestry

Men, the briglit oflFcring of whose blood hath made

The ground it bathed e'en as an altar, whence

High thoughts shall rise for ever. Bore they not,

Midst flame and sword, their witness of the Cross,

With its victorious inspiration girt

As with a conqueror's robe, till th' infidel,

O'erawed, shrank back before them 1 Ay,the earth

Doth call them martyrs ; but their agonies

Were of a moment, tortures whose brief aim

Was to destroy, within whose powers and scope

Lay naught but dust. And earth doth call them

martyrs I [and not

Why, heaven but claim'd their blood, their lives,

The things which grew as tendrils round their

hearts

;

No, not their childi-en !

Elm. Meau'st thou ? know'st thou aught ?

—

I cannot utter it—my sons ! my sons !

Is it of them 1 Oh ! wouldst thou speak ofthem

!

Gon. A mother's heart divineth but too well !

Elm. Speak, I adjure thee ! I can bear it all.

Whore are my children ?

Gon. In the Moorish camp

Whose lines have girt the city.

Xim. But they live ?

—All is not lost, my mother I

Elm. Say, they live.

Gon. Elmina, still they live.

Elm. But captives ! They

Whom my fond heart had imaged to itself

Bounding from cliff to cliff, amidst the wilds

Where the rock-eagle seem'd not more secure

In its rejoicing freedom ! And my boys

Are captives with the Moor !—oh ! how was this?

Gon. Alas I our brave Alphonso, in the pride

Of boyish daring, left our mountain-halls.

With his young brother, eager to behold

The face of noble war. Thence on their way

Were the rash wanderers captured.

Elm. 'Tis enough.

—And when shall they be ransom'd 1

Gon. There is ask'd

A ransom far too high.

Elm. What ! have we wealth

Which might redeem a monarch, and our sons

The while wear fetters t Take thou all for them.

And we will cast our worthless grandeur from us

As 'twere a cumbrous robe ! Wliy, thou, art one.

To whose high nature pomp hath ever been

But as the plumage to a warrior's helm,

Worn or thrown off as lightly. And for me.

Thou knowst not how serenely I could take

The peasant's lot upon me, so my heart.

Amidst its deep affections undisturb'd.

May dwell in silence.

Xim. Father 1 doubt thou not

But we will bind ourselves to poverty,

With glad devotedness, if this, but this,

May win them back. Distrust us not, my father

!

We can bear all things.

Gon. Can ye bear disgrace 1

Xim. We were not bom for this.

Gon. No, thou say'st well !

Hold to that lofty faith. My wife, my child !

Hath earth no treasures richer than the gems

Tom from her secret caverns ! If by them

Chains may be riven, then let the captive spring

Rejoicing to the light ! But he for whom
Freedom and life may but be won with shame,

Hath naught to do, save fearlessly to fix

His steadfast look on the majestic heavens.

And proudly die !

Elm. Gonzalez, who must die 1

Gon. (hurriedly.) They on whose lives a fearful

price is set.

But to be paid by treason ! Is't enough 1

Or must I yet seek words 3

Elm. That look saith more !

Thou canst not mean

Gon. I do ! why dwells there not

Power in a glance to speak it 1 They must die !

They—must their names be told 1
—our »on» must

die.

Unless I yield the city !

Xim. Oh, look up !

My mother, sink not thus ! Until the grave

Shut from our sight its victims, there is hope.

Elm. [in a low voice.) 'WTiose knell was in the

breeze ! No, no, not theirs I

Whose was the blessed voice that spoke of hope ?

—And there is hope ! I will not be subdued

—

I will not hear a whisper of despair !

For nature is all-powerful, and her breath

Moves like a quickening spirit o'er the depths

Within a father's heart. Thou too, Gonzalez,

Wilt tell me there is hope !

Gon. (solemnly.) Hope but in Him
Vfho bade the patriarch lay his fair young son

Bound on the shrine of sacrifice, and when

The bright steel quiver'd in the father's hand

Just raised to strike, sent forth his awful voice

Through the still clouds and on the breathless air,

Commanding to withhold I Earth has no hope

:

It rests with Him.
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Elm. Thou canst not tell me this I

Thou, father of my sons, within whose hands

Doth lie thy children's fate.

Gon. If there have been

Men in whose bosoms nature's voice hath made
Its accents as the solitary sound

Of an o'erpowering torrent, silencing

Th' austere and yet divine remonstrances

Whisper'd by faith and honour, lift thy hands ;

And, to that Heaven which anas the brave with

strength.

Pray that the father of thy sons may ne'er

Be thus found wanting !

Elm. Then their doom is seal'd !

Thou wilt not save thy children ?

Gon. Hast thou cause.

Wife of my youth ! to deem it lies within

The bounds of possible things, that I should link

My name to that word

—

traitor ! They that sleep

On their proud battle-fields, thy sires and mine.

Died not for this !

Elm. Oh, cold and hard of heart !

Thou shouldst be born for empire, since thy soul

Thus lightly from all himian bonds can free

Its haughty flight ! Men ! men ! too much is yours

Of vantage
; ye that with a sound, a breath,

A shadow, thus can fill the desolate space

Of rooted-up affections, o'er whose void

Our yearning hearts must mther ! So it is.

Dominion must be won ! Nay, leave me not

—

My heart is bursting, and I must be heard !

Heaven hath given power to mortal agony.

As to the elements in their hour of might

And mastery o'er creation ! Who shall dare

To mock that fearful strength ! I must be heard

!

Give me my sons.

Gon. That they may live to hide

With covering hands th' indignant flush of shame

On their young brows,when men shall speak ofhim
They call'd their father 1 Was the oath whereby,

On th' altar of my faith, I bound myself

With an unswerving spirit to maintain

This free and Christian city for my God
And for my king, a writing traced on sand 1

Thatpassionate tears shouldwash it from the earth.

Or e'en the life-drops of a bleeding hcai't

Efi'ace it, as a bUlow sweeps away

The last light vessel's wake 1 Then never more
Let man's deepvows be trusted !—though enforced

By all th' appeals of high remembrances.

And silent claims o' th' sepulchres wherein

His fathers with their stainless glory sleep, [pangs ?

On their good swords I Think'st thou / feel no

He that hath given me sons doth know the heart

Whose treasure he recalls. Of this no more :

'Tis vain. I teU thee that th' inviolate Cross

Still from our ancient temples must look up [foot

Through the blue heavens of Spain, though at its

I perish, with my race. Thou dareat not ask

That I, the son of warriors—men who died

To fix it on that proud supremacy

—

Should tear the sign of oiu' victorious &ith

From its high place of simbeams, for the Moor

In impious joy to trample !

Elm. Scorn mo not

In mine extreme of misery ! Thou art strong

—

Thy heart is not as mine. My brain grows wild

;

I know not what I ask. And yet 'twere but

Anticipating fate—since it must fall.

That Cross must fall at last ! There is no power.

No hope within this city of the grave.

To keep its place on high. Her sultry air

Breathes heavily of death, her warrioi-s sink

Beneath their ancient banners, ere the Moor

Hath bent his bow against them ; for the shaft

Of pestilence flies more swiftly to its mark,

Than th' arrow of the desert. Even the skies

O'erhang the desolate splendour of her domes

With an ill omen's aspect, shaping forth.

From the dull clouds,wildmenacing forms andsigns

Foreboding ruin. Man might be withstood.

But who shall cope with famine and disease [aid,

When leagued with armed foes "i Where now the

Where the long-promised lances of Castile ?

We are forsaken in our utmost need—

•

By heaven and earth forsaken !

Gon. If this be,

(And yet I will not deem it,) we must fall

As men that in severe devotcdness [death.

Have chosen their part, and bound themselves to

Through high conviction that their sufi'ering land

By the free blood of martyrdom alone

Shall call deUverance do%vn.

Elm. Oh ! I have stood

Beside thee through the beating storms of life

With the true heart of unrepining love

—

As the poor peasant's mate doth cheerily.

In the parch'd vineyard, or the harvest field.

Bearing her part, sustain with him the heat

And burden of the day. But now the hour.

The heavy hour is come, when human strength

Sinks down, a toU-wom pilgrim, in the dust.

Owning that woe is mightier I Spare me yet

This bitter cup, my husband ! Let not her.

The mother of the lovely, sit and mourn

In her unpeopled home—a broken stem.

O'er its fallen roses dying I

Gon. Urge me not.
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Thou thattlu'ougli allshaip conflicts hastbeenfound
Worthy a bi-ave mail's lovo !—oh, urge mo not

To guilt, which, through themidst ofblinding tears.

In its own hues thou secst not I Death may scarce

Bring aught Uko this I

Elm. All, all thy gentle race.

The beautiful beings that ai-ouud thee grew.

Creatures ofsunshine ! Wilt thou doom them all ?

She, too, thy daughter—doth her smile unmark'd

Pass from thee, -with its radiance, day by day 1

Shadows are gatheiing round lier : scest thou not

The misty dimness of the spoiler's breath

Hangs o'er her beauty ; and the face which made
The smnmer of our hearts, now doth but send.

With every glance, deep bodings through the soul,

Tellmg of early fate

!

Gon. I see a change

Far nobler on her brow ! She is as one.

Who, at the trumpet's sudden call, hath risen

Fi-om the gay banquet, and in scorn cast down
The wine-cup, and the garland, and the luto

Of festal houi-s, for the good spear and helm.

Beseeming sterner tasks. Her eye hath lost

The beam which laugh'd upon th' awakening heart.

E'en as mom breaks o'er earth. But far within

Its full dark orb, a light hath sprung, whose source

Lies deeper in the soul. And let the torch.

Which but illumed the glittering pageant, fade

!

The altar-flame, i' th' sanctuary's recess,

Bums quenchless, beingofheaven I She hath put on

Courage, and faith, and generous constancy.

Even as a breastplate. Ay ! men look on her.

As she goes forth serenely to her tasks.

Binding the warrior's wounds, and bearing fresh

Cool draughts to fever'd lips—they look on her.

Thus moving in her beautiful array

Of gentle fortitude, and bless the fair

Majestic vision, Euid unmurmuring turn

Unto their heavy toils.

Elm. And seest thou not

In that high faith and strong collectedncss,

A fearful inspiration 1 They have cause

To tremble, who behold th' unearthly light

Of high and, it may be, prophetic thought

Investing youth with grandeur 1 From the grave

It rises, on whose shadowy brink thy child

Waits but a father's hand to snatch her back

Into the laughing sunshine. Kneel with me

;

Ximena ! kneel beside me, and implore

That which a deeper, more prevailing voice

Than ours doth ask, and wiU not be denied,

—His children's Uves !

Xim. Alaa 1 this may vpi be :

Mother 1—I cannot. [Exit Xijiena.

Goii. My heroic child 1

—A terrible sacrifice thou cloim'st, God

!

From creatures in whose agonising hearts

Nature is strong as death !

Mm. Is 't thus in thine 1

Away ! What time is given thee to resolve

On—what I cannot utter % Speak ! thou know'st

Too well what I would say.

Gon. Until—ask not I

The time is brief.

Elm. Thou said'st—I heard not right

Gon. The time is brief.

Elm. AVhat ! must we burst all ties

Wherewith the thrilling chords of Ufe are twined

!

And, for this task's fulfilment, can it bo

That man in his cold hcartlessness, hath dared,

To number and to meto us forth the sands

Of hours, nay, moments 1 Why, the sentenced

wretch.

He on whose soul there rests a brother's blood

Pour'd forth in slumber, is allow'd more time

To wean his turbulent passions from the world

His presence doth pollute ! It is not thxis 1

We must have time to school us.

Gon. We have but

To bow the head in silence, when heaven's voice

Calls back the things we love. [gentle words.

Elm. Love ! love !—there are soft smiles and

And there are faces, skilfid to put on

The look we trust in—and 'tis mockery all !

—^A faithless mist, a desert-vapour, wearing

The brightness of clear waters, thus to cheat

The thirat that semblancekindled ! There is none.

In all tliis cold and hollow world—no fount

Of deep, strong, deathless love, save that within

A mother's heart. It is but pride, wherewith

To his fair son the father's eye doth turn.

Watching his growth. Ay, on the boy he looks,

The bright glad creature springing in his path.

But as the heir of his great name—the yoxmg
And stately tree, whose rising strength ere long

Shall bear his tropliies well. And this is love 1

This is man') love I What marvoll^you ne'er

made

Your breast the pillow of his infancy.

While to the fulness of your heart's glad heavings

His fair cheek rose and fell ; and his bright hair

Waved softly to yom- breath 1 Yov, ne'er kept

watch

Beside him, till the last pale star had set.

And mom, all dazzling, as in triumph, broke

On your dim weaiy eye ; not yaun the face

Which, early faded through fond care for him.

Hung o'er his sleep, and, duly as heaven's light,
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"Was there togreet his wak'ning ! I'oane'ersmooth'd

His couch, ne'er sang him to his rosy rest

;

Caught his least whisper, when his voice from yours

Had leam'd soft utterance; press'd your lip to his.

When fever parch'd it ; hush'd his wayward cries,

With patient, vigilant, never-wearied love !

No ! these are woman's tasks !—in these her youth.

And bloom of check, and buoyancy of heart.

Steal from her all uuniark'd ! My boys ! my boys

!

Hath vain affection borne with all for this

!

—Why were ye given me?

Gon. Is there strength in man [all

Thus to endure? That thou couldst read, through

Its depths of silent agony, the heart

Thy voice of woe doth rend

!

[now/

Elm. Thy heart

—

thy heart ! Away ! it feels not

But an hour comes to tame the mighty man
Unto the infant's weakness ; nor shall heaven

Spare you that bitter chastening ! May you live

To be alone, when loneliness doth seem

Most heavy to sustain ! For me, my voice

Of prayer and fruitless weeping shall be soon

With all forgotten sounds—my quiet place

Low with my lovely ones ; and we shall sleep.

Though kings lead armies o'er us—we shall sleep.

Wrapt in earth's covering mantle ! You the while

Shall sit within your vast forsaken halls.

And hear the wild and melancholy winds

Moan through their drooping banners, never more

To wave above your race. Ay, then call up

Shadows—dim phantoms from ancestral tombs,

Butall,all

—

glorious,—conquerors, chieflains,kings.

To people that coldvoid ! And when the strength

From your right arm hath melted, when the blast

Of the shrill clarion gives your heart no more

A fiery wakening,—if at last you pine

For the glad voices and the bounding steps

Once through your home re-echoing, and the clasp

Of twining arms, and all the joyous light [board

Of eyes that laugh'd with youth, and made your

A place of sunshine,—when those days are come.

Then, in your utter desolation, turn

To the cold world—the smiling, faithless world.

Whichhath sweptpastyou long—and bid it quench

Your soul's deep thirst with/amc/ immortal/am*/

Fame to the sick of heart !—a gorgeous robe,

A crovm of victorj', unto him that dies

I' th' burning waste, for water !

Gon. This from thee I

Now the last drop of bitterness is pour'd.

Elmina—I forgive thee

!

[£rt'< Elmina.

Aid me. Heaven !

From whom alone is power ! Oh ! thou hast set

Duties so stern of aspect in my path.

They almost to my startled gaze assume

The hue of things less hallow'd ! Men have sunk

Unblamed beneath such trials ! Doth not He
Who made us know the limits of our strength?

My vrife ! my sons ! Away ! I must not pause

To give my heart one moment's mastery thus

!

[Exit Gonzalez.

Scene II.

—

7^ Aisle of a Gothic Chwch.

Hernandez, Gaecias, and Others.

Her. The rites are closed. Now, valiant men I

depart.

Each to his place—I may not say, of rest

—

Your faithful vigils for your sons may win

What must not be your own. Ye are as those

Who sow, in peril and in care, the seed

Of the fair tree, beneath whose stately shade

They may not sit. But bless'd be those who toil

For after-days ! All high and holy thoughts

Be with you, warriors ! through the lingering hours

Of the night-watch.

Gar. Ay, father ! we have need

Of high and holy thoughts, wherewith to fence

Our hearts against despair. Yet have I been

From youth a son of war. The stars have look'd

A thousand times upon my couch of heath.

Spread midst the wild sierras, by some stream

AVhose dark-red waves look'd e'en as though their

source

Lay not in rocky caverns, but the veins

Of noble hearts ; while many a knightly crest

RoU'd with them to the deep. And, in the years

Of my long exile and captivity,

With the fierce Arab I have watch'd beneath

The still, pale shadow of some lonely palm,

At midnight in the desert ; while the wind

Swell'd with the lion's roar, and heavily

The fearfalness and might of solitude

Press'd on my weary heart.

Her. (thoughtfully.) Thou little know'st

Of what is solitude ! I tell thee, those

For whom—in earth's remotest nook, howe'er

Divided from their path by chain on chain

Of mighty mountains, and the amplitude

Of rolling seas—there beats one human heart,

Their breathes one being, unto whom their name

Comes with a thrilling and a gladd'ning sound

Heard o'er the din of life, are not .alone !

Not on the deep, nor in the wild, alone ;

For there is that on earth with which they hold

A brotherhood of soul ! Call him alone.

Who stands shut out from this !—and let not those
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Whose homes are hright with sunshine and with

love.

Put on tlie insolence of happiness,

Glorj-ing in that proud lot ! A lonely hour

Is on its way to each, to all ; for Death

Knows no companionship.

Gar. I have look'd on Death

In field, and storm, and flood. But never yet

Hath aught weigh'd down my spirit to a mood

Of sadness, dreammg o'er dark auguries.

Like this, our watch by midnight. Fearful things

Are gathering round us. Death upon the earth,

Omens in heaven I The summer skies put forth

No clear bright stars above us, but at times.

Catching some comet's fiery hue of wrath.

Marshal their clouds to armies, traversing

Heaven with the rush of meteor-steeds—th' array

Of spears and banners tossing like the pines

Of Pyreneau forests, when the storm

Doth sweep the moimtains.

Her. Ay, last night I too

Kept vigil, gazing on the angry heavens

;

And I beheld the meeting and the shock

Of those wild hosts i' th' air, when, as they closed,

A red and sultry mist, like that which mantles

The thunder's path, fell o'er them. Then were

flung

Through the dull glare, broad cloudy banners forth

;

And chariots seem'd to whirl, and steeds to sink.

Bearing down crested warriors. But all this

Wasdim and shadowy ; then swift darkness rush'd

Down on th' unearthly battle, as the deep

Swept o'er the Egj'ptian's armament. I look'd,

And all that fiery field of plumes and spears

Was blotted from heaven's face ! I look'd again,

And from the brooding mass of cloud leap'd forth

One metcor-sword, which o'er the reddening sea

Shook with strange motion, such as earthquakes

give

Unto a rocking citadel ! I beheld,

And yet my spirit sank not.

Gar. Neither deem [and sounds

That mine hath blench'd. But these are sights

To awe the firmest. Know'st thou what we hear

At midnight from the walls ? Were't but the deep

Barbaric horn, or Moorish tambour's peal,

Thence might the warrior's heart catch impulses

Quickening its fiery currents. But our ears

Are pierced by other tones. We hear the knell

For brave men in their noon ofstrength cut down.

And the shrill wail of woman, and the dirge [air

Faint swelling through the streets. Then e'en the

Hath strange and fitful murmurs of lament.

As if the viewless watchers of the land

Sigh'd on its hollow breezes ! To my soul

The torrent-rush of battle, with its din

Of trampling steeds and ringing panoply.

Were, after these faint sounds of drooping woo,

As the free sky's glad music unto him
Who leaves a couch of sickness.

Her. (with solemnity.) If to plunge

In the mid waves of combat, as they bear

Chargers and spearmen onwards, and to make
A reckless bosom's front the buoyant mark.

On that wild current, for ten thousand arrows—
If thiin to dare were valour's noblest aim,

Lightly might fame be won ! But there are things.

Which ask a spirit of more exalted pitch.

And courage temper'd with a holier fire.

Well may'st thou say that these are fearful times;

Therefore, be firm, be patient ! There isstrength.

And a fierce instinct, e'en in common souls.

To bear up manhood with a stormy joy.

When red swords meet in Ughtning ! Butourtask

Is more and nobler ! We have to endure.

And to keep watch, and to arouse a land.

And to defend an altar ! If we fall.

So that our blood make but the millionth part

Of Spain's gi-eat ransom, we may count it joy

To die upon her bosom, and beneath

The banner of her faith ! Think but on this,

And gird your hearts with silent fortitude.

Suffering, yet hoping all things. Fare ye well.

Gar. Father, farewell.

[Exeunt Qarcias and his foUotcers.

Her. These men have earthly ties

And bondage on their natures ! To the cause

Of God, and Spain's revenge, they bring but half

Their energies and hopes. But he whom heaven

Hath call'd to be th' awakener of a land,

Should have his soul's affections all absorb'd

In that majestic purpose, and press on

To its fulfilment—as a mountain-born

And mighty stream, with all its vassal rills.

Sweeps proudly to the ocean, pausing not

To dally with the flowers. Hark ! what quick step

Comes hurrying through the gloom, at this dead

hour?

Elmika enters.

Elm. Are not all hours as one to misery 1 Why
Should she take note of time, for whom the day

And night have lo-st their blessed attributes

Of sunshine and repose ?

Her. I know thy griefs
;

But there are trials for the noble heart.

Wherein its own deep fountains must supply
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All it can hope of comfort. Pity's voice

Ciomes with vain sweetness to th' unheeding ear

Of anguish, e'en as music heard afar

On the green shore, by him who perishes

Midst rocks and eddying waters.

Elm. Think thou not

I sought thee but for pity. I am come

For that which grief is privileged to demand

With an imperious claim, from all whose form

—

Whosehuman form, doth seal them unto suffering

!

Father ! I ask thine aid.

Ser. There is no aid

For thee or for thy children, but with Him
Whose presence is around us in the cloud.

As in the shining and the glorious light

Elm. There is no aid ! Art thou a man ofGod ?

Art thou a man of sorrow ?—for the world

Doth calltheesuch ;—andhastthounotbeentaught

By God and sorrow—mighty as they are

—

To own the claims of misery ?

Her. Is there power

With me to save thy sons \—implore of heaven !

Elm. Dothnot heavenwork its purposes byman?

I tell thee ihou canst save them ! Art thou not

Gonzalez" counsellor 1 Unto him thy words

Are e'en as oracles •

Htr. And therefore 1 Speak !

—

The noble daughter of Pelayo's line

Hath naught to ask unworthy of the name

Which is a nation's heritage. Dost thou shrink ?

Elm,. Have pity on me, father ! I must speak

That, from the.thought of which but yesterday

I had recoil'd in scorn ! But this is past.

Oh ! we grow humble in our agonies.

And to the dust—^their birthplace—bow the heads

That wore the crown of glory ! I am weak—

•

My chastening is far more than I can bear.

Ser. These are no times for weakness. On our

hills

The ancient cedars, in their gather'd might.

Are battUng with the tempest, and the flower

WTiich cannot meet its driving blast must die.

But thou hast drawn thy nurture from a stem

Unwont to bend or break. Lift thy proud head.

Daughter of Spain !—what wouldst thou with thy

lord?

Elm. Look not upon me thus ! I have no power

To tell thee. Take thy keen disdainful eye

Off from my soul ! What ! am I simk to this ?

I, whose blood sprung from heroes ! Howmy sons

Will scorn the mother that would bring disgrace

On their majestic line I My sons ! my sons !

—Now is all else forgotten ! I had once

A babe that in the early spring-time lay

Sickening upon my bosom, till at last, [sun,

When earth's young flowers were opening to the

Death sank on his meek eyelid, and I deem'd

All sorrow hght to mine ! But now the fate

Of all my children seems to brood above me
In the dark thunder-clouds I Oh ! I have power

And voice unfaltering now to speak my prayer

And my last lingering hope, that thou shouldst win

The father to relent, to save his sons !

Sir. By yielding up the city ^

Elm. Bather say

By meeting that which gathers close upon us.

Perchance one day the sooner ! Is't not so ?

Must we not yield at last ? How long shall man
Array his single breast against disease.

And famine, and the sword?

Her. How long ? While He
Who shadows forth his power more gloriously

In the high deeds and sufferings of the soul,

Than in the circling heavens with all their stars.

Or the far-sounding deep, doth send abroad

A spirit, which takes affliction for its mate.

In the good cause, with solemn joy ! How long!

—And who art thou that, in the littleness

Of thine own selfish purpose, woiJdst set bounds

To the free current of all noble thought

And generous action, bidding its bright waves

Be stay'd, and flow no farther ? But the Power

^Vhose interdict is laid on seas and orbs.

To chain them in from wandering, hath assign'd

No Umits unto that which man's high strength

Shall, through its aid, achieve !

Elm. Oh ! there are times,

WTien all that hopeless courage can achieve

But sheds a mournful beauty o'er the fete

Of those who die in vain.

Ser. Wlio dies in vain

Upon his country's war-fields, and within

The shadow of her altars ? Feeble heart !

I tell thee that the voice of noble blood.

Thus pour'd for faith and freedom, hath a tone

Which, from the night of ages, from the gulf

Of death, shall burst, and make its high appeal

Sound unto earth and heaven ! Ay, let the land.

Whose sous through centuries ofwoe have striven.

And perish'd by her temples, sink awhile.

Borne down in conflict 1 But immortal seed

Deep, by heroic suffering, hath been sown

On all her ancient hills, and generous hope

Knows that the soU, in its good time, shall yet

Bring forth a glorious harvest ! Earth receives

Not one red drop from faithful hearts in vain.

Elm. Then it must be I And ye will make

those lives.



THE SIEGE OF VALENCIA. 271

Those yoiing bright lives, an offering—to retard

Our doom one day I

Her. The mantle of that day

May wrap the fate of Spain !

Elm. AVhat led me hero 1

Why did I turn to thee in my despair 1

LoTO hath no ties upon thee ; what had I

To hope from thee, thou lone and childless man 7

Go to thy silent home !—there no yoimg voice

Shall bid thco welcome, no light footstep spring

Forth at the sound of thine ! What knows thy

heart

)

[my woes ?

Her. Woman I how darest thou taunt me with

Thy children, too, shall perish, and I say [them

!

It shall be well ! Why takest thou thought for

Wearing thy heart, and wasting down thy life

Unto its dregs, and making night thy time

Of care yet more intense, and casting health

Unprized to melt away i' th' bitter cup

Thou minglest for thyself 1 Why, what hath earth

To pay thee back for this 3 Shall they not live

(If the sword spare them now) to prove how soon

All love may be forgotten 1 Years of thought.

Long faithful watchings, looks of tenderness.

That changed not,though to change be this world's

law

—

[blood

Shall they not flush thy cheek with shame, whose

Marks e'en like branding iron ? to thy sick heart

Make death a want, as sleep to weariness 1

Doth not all hope end thus ? or e'en at best.

Will they not leave thee '\ far from thee seek room

For the o'erflowings of their fiery souls

On life's wide ocean ? Give the bounding steed

Or the wing'd bark to youth, that his free course

May be o'er hills and seas ; and weep thou not

In thy forsaken home, for the bright world

Lies all before him, and be sure he wastes

No thought on thee !

Elm. Not so ! it is not so !

Thou dost but torture me ! My sons are kind.

And brave, and gentle.

Her. Others, too, have worn

The semblance of all good. Nay, stay thee yet ;

I will be calm, and thou shalt Icam how earth.

The fruitful in all agonies, hath woes

Which far outweigh thine own.

Elm. It may not be !

Whose grief is like a mother's for her sons 1

Her. My son lay stretch'd upon his battle-bier.

And there were hands wrung o'er him which had

caught

Their hue from his young blood I

Elm. What tale is this 1

Her. Kead you no records in this mien, of things

Whose traces on man's aspect are not such

As the breeze leaves on water 1 Lofty birth,

War, peril, power 1 Affliction's hand is strong,

If it erase the haughty characters

They grave so deep 1 I have not always been

That which I am. The name I bore is not

Of those which perish I I was once a chief

—

A warrior—nor as now, a lonely man !

I was a father !

Elm. Then thy heart can /eei/

Thou wilt have pity !

Her. Should I pity thee t

Thy sons will perish gloriously—^their blood

Elm. Their blood ! my children's blood ! Thou
speak'st as 'twere

Of casting down a wine-cup, in the mirth

And wantonness of feasting ! My fair boys !

—Man ! hast th(m been a father ?

Her. Let them die !

Let them die now, thy children ! so thy heart

Shall wear their beautiful image all undimm'd
Within it, to the last 1 Nor shalt thou learn

The bitter lesson, of what worthless dust

Are framed the idols whose false glory binds

Earth's fetter on our souls ! Thou think'st it much
To mourn the early dead ; but there are tears

Heavy with deeper anguish I We endow [ness.

Those whom we love, in our fond passionate blind-

With power upon our souls, too absolute

To be a mortal's trust ! Within their hands

We lay the flaming sword, whose stroke alone

Can reach oiu- hearts ; and they are merciful,

As they are strong, that wield it not to pierce us

!

Ay, fear them 1 fear the loved ! Had I but wept

O'er my son's grave, or o'er a babe's, where tears

Are as spring dew-drops, glittering in the sun.

And brightening the young verdure, / might still

Have loved and trusted !

Elm. (disdainfully.) But he fell in war !

And hath not glory medicine in her cup

For the brief pangs of nature 1

Her. Glory !—Peace,

And listen ! By my side the stripling grew.

Last of my line. I rear'd him to take joy

r th' blaze of arms, as eagles train their young

To look upon the day-king I His quick blood

Even to his boyish cheek would mantle up,

'When the heavens rang with trumpets, and his eye

Flash with the spirit of a race whose deeds

—

—But this availeth not ! Yet he wo* brave.

Tve seen him clear himself a path in fight

As lightning through a forest ; and his plume

Waved like a torch above the battle-storm.

The soldier's guide, when princely crests had sunk.
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And banners were struck down. Around my steps

Floated his fame, like music, and I lived

But in the lofty sound. But when my heart

In one fraU ark had ventured all, when most

He seem'd to stand between my soul and heaven,

—Then came the thunder-stroke !

Elm. 'Tis ever thus !

And the unquiet and foreboding sense

That thus 'twill ever be, doth link itself

Darkly with all deep love ! He died 1

Her. Not so ! [disc,

—Death ! Death ! Why, earth should be a para-

To make that name so fearful ! Had he died,

With his young fame about him for a shroud,

I had not learn'd the might of agony

To bring proud natures low ! No ! he fell off

—

Why do I tell thee this 1 what right hast thou

To learn how pass'd the glory from my house 1

Yet listen ! He forsook me ! He, that was

As mine own soul, forsook me ! trampled o'er

The ashes of his sires ! ay, leagued himself

E'en with the infidel, the curse of Spain

;

And, for the dark eye of a Moorish maid.

Abjured his faith, his God ! Now, talk of death

!

Elm. Oh ! I can pity thee

Her. There's more to hear.

I braced the corslet o'er my heart's deep wound.

And oast my troiibled spirit on the tide

Of war and high events, whose stormy waves

Might bear it up from sinking ;

Elm. And ye met

No more

!

Her. Be still ! We did ! we met once more.

God had his o\vn high purpose to fulfil.

Or think'st thou that the sim in his bright heaven

Had look'd upon such things 1 We met once more.

That was an hour to leave its lightning-mark

Seai''d upon brain and bosom ! There had been

Combat on Ebro's banks, and when the day

Sauk in red clouds, it faded from a field

Still held by Moorish lances. Night closed round—
A night of sultry darkness, in the shadow

Of whose broad wing, e'en imto death, I strove

Long with a turban'd champion ; but my sword

Was heavy with God's vengeance—and prevail'd.

He fell—my heart exulted—and I stood

In gloomy triumph o'er him. Nature, gave

No sign of horror, for 'twas Heaven's decree !

He strove to speak—but I had done the work

Of wrath too well
;
yet in his last deep moan

A dreadful something of familiar sound [forth.

Came o'ermy simddering sense. The moon look'd

And I beheld—speak not !—twas he—my son !

My boy lay dying there ! He raised one glance

And knew me—for he sought with feeble hand

To cover his glazed eyes. A darker veil

Sank o'er them soon. I will not have thy look

Fix'd on me thus ! Away 1

Elm. Thou hast seen this.

Thou hast done this—and yet thou liv'st 1

Her. I live !
[fell

And know'st thou wherefore \ On my soul there

A horror of great darkness, which shut out

All earth, and heaven, and hope. I cast away

The spear and helm, and made the cloister's shade

The home of my despair. But a deep voice

Came to me through the gloom, and sent its tones

Far through my bosom's depths. And I awoke

;

Ay, as the mountain-cedar doth shake off

Its weight of wintry snow, e'en so I shook

Despondence from my soul, and knew myself

Seal'd by that blood wherewith my hands were

dyed.

And set apart, and fearfully mark'd out

Unto a mighty task ! To rouse the soul

Of Spain as from the dead ; and to lift up

The Cross, her sign of victorj', on the hills,

Gathering her sons to battle ! And my voice

Must be as freedom's trumpet on the winds.

From Roncesvalles to the blue sea-waves

Where Calpe looks on Afric ; till the land

Have fill'd her cup of vengeance ! Ask me now

To yield the Christian city, that its fanes

May rear the minaret in the face of heaven !

—

But death shall have a bloodier vintage-feast

Ere that day come !

Elm. I ask thee this no more,

For I am hopeless now. But yet one boon

—

Hear me, by all thy woes ! Thy voice hath power

Through the wide city : here I cannot rest

—

Aid me to pass the gates !

Her. And wherefore?

Elm. Thou,

That icert a father, and art now—alone ! [sands

Canst thov, ask "wherefore ?" Ask the wretchwhose

Have not an hour to run, whose failing limbs

Have but one earthly journey to perform,

Why, on his pathway to the place of death.

Ay, when the very axe is glistening cold

Upon his dizzy sight, his pale, parch'd lip

Implores a cup of water? Why, the stroke

Which trembles o'er him in itself shall bring

Oblivion of all wants, yet who denies

Nature's last prayer ! I tell thee that the thirst

Which burns my spirit up is agony

To be endured no more ! And I must look

Upon my children's faces, I must hear

Their voices, ere they perish ! But hath heaven
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Decreed that they must perish 1 Who shall say

If in yon Moslem camp there beats no heart

^Vhich prayers and tears may melt ?

Her. There !—with the Moor !

liCt him fill up the measure of his guilt ! [array

—Tis madness all! How wouldst thou pass th'

Of armdd foes 1

Elm. Oh ! free doth sorrow pass.

Free and unquostion'd, through a suffering world !

'

Her. This must not be. Enough of woe is laid

E'eu now upon thy lord's heroic soul,

For man to bear, unsinking. Press thou not

Too heavily th' o'erburthen'd heart. Away

!

Bow down the knee, and send thy prayers for

strength

Up to heaven's gate. Farewell

!

{Exit Herkandez.

Elm. Are all men thus ?

—Wliy, were't not better they should fall e'en now
Than live to shut their hearts, in haughty scorn,

Against the sufferer's pleadings ? But no, no !

Who can bo like thh man, that slew his son.

Yet wears liis life still proudly, and a soul

Untamed upon his brow 1

(After a pause.) Tliere's one, whose arms

Have borne my children in their infancy.

And on whose knees they sported, and whose hand

Hath led them oft—a vassal of their sire's

;

And I wUl seek him : he may lend me aid.

When all beside pass on.

DIRGE, (heard uHlhouL)

Thou to thy rest art gone,

High heart ! and what are we,

While o'er our heads the storm sweeps on.

That we should mourn for thee 1

Free grave and peaceful bier

To the buried son of Spain !

To those that live, the lance and spear.

And well if not the chain I

Be theiri to weep the dead.

As they sit beneath then: vines,

\\Tiose flowery land hath borne no tread

Of spoilers o'er its shrines !

Thou hast thrown off the load

Which we must yet sustain,

And pour our blood where thine hath flow'd.

Too blest if not in vain !

1 '* Frey geht das UnglUck durch die game Erde.*'

Schiller's Death qf Walleruteiti, act iv. K. 2.

We give thee holy rite.

Slow knell, and chanted strain !

—For those that fall to-morrow night,

May be left no funeral-train.

Again, when trumpets wake.

We must brace our armour on ;

But a deeper note tliy sleep must break

—

Thou to thy rest art gone !

Happier in this than all.

That, now thy race is run.

Upon thy name no stain may fall.

Thy work hath well been done !

Elm. " Thy work hath well been done ! "—so

thou may'st rest

!

—There is a solemn lesson in those words

—

But now I may not pause. [Exit Elmina.

Scene HI.

—

A Street in the City.

Hernandez, Oonzalez.

Iler. Would they not hear 1

Gon. They heard, as one that stands

By the cold grave, which hath but newly closed

O'er his last friend, doth hear some passer-by

Bid him be comforted ! Their hearts have died

Within them ! We must perish, not as those

That fall when battle's voice doth shake the hills,

And peal through heaven's great arch, but silently.

And with a wasting of the spirit down,

A quenching, day by day, of some bright spark,

Which lit us on our toils I Reproach me not

;

My soul is darkon'd with a heavy cloud-

Yet fear not I shall yield !

Her. Breathe not the word.

Save iu proud scorn 1 Each bitter day o'erpass'd

By slow endurance, is a triumph won
For Spain's red Cross. And be of trusting heart

!

A few brief hours, and those that tum'd away

In cold despondence, shrinking from your voice,

May crowd around their leader, and demand

To bo array'd for battle. We must watch

For the swift impulse, and await its time,

As the bark waits the ocean's. You have chosen

To kindle up their souls, an hour, perchance.

When they were weary ; they had cast aside

Their arms to slumber ; or a knell, just then.

With its deep hollow tone, had made the blood

Creep shuddering through their veins ; or they

had caught

A glimpse of some new meteor, and shaped forth
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Strange omens from its blaze.

Gon. Alas ! the cause

Lies deeper, in their misery ! I have seen,

In my night's course through this beleaguer'd city.

Things whose remembrance doth not pass away

As vapours from the mountains. There were some.

That sat beside their dead, with eyes wherein

Grief had ta'en place of sight, and shut out all

But its own ghastly object. To my voice

Some answer'd with a fierce and bitter laugh.

As men whose agonies were made to pass

The bounds of sufferance, by some reckless word,

Dropt from the light of spirit. Others lay

—

—Why should I tell thee, father ! how despair

Can bring the lofty brow of manhood down
Unto the very dust 1 And yet for this.

Fear not that I embrace my doom— God !

That 'twere my doom alone 1—with less of fix'd

And solemn fortitude. Lead on, prepare

The holiest rites of faith, that I by them

Once more may consecrate my sword, my life

;

—But what are these ? Who hath not dearer lives

Twined with his own ! I shall be lonely soon

—

Childless ! Heaven wills it so. Let us begone.

Perchance before the shrine my heart may beat

With a less troubled motion.

[Exemit QoNZAiKZ and Hebkandez.

Scene lY.—A Tent in the Moorish Camp.

Abdullah, Alphonso, Caklos.

Atd. These are bold words : but hast thou

look'd on death.

Fair stripling ] On thy cheek and simny brow

Scarce fifteen summers of their laughing course

Have left light traces. If thy shaft hath pierced

The ibex of the mountains, if thy step

Hath climb'd some eagle's nest, and thou hast made

His nest thy spoil, 'tis much ! And fear'st thou not

The leader of the mighty 1

Alph. I have been

Rear'd amongst fearless men, and midst the rocks

And the wild hills, whereon my fathers fought

And won their battles. There are glorious tales

Told of their deeds, and I have leam'd them aU.

How should I fear thee. Moor

)

Aid. So, thou hast seen

Fields, where the combat's roar hath died away

^ Tecbir, the war-cry of the Moore and Arabs.

s Tiaona, the fire-brand. The name of the Cid*8 favourite

sword, talien in battle from the Moorish Iving Bucar.

3 Yalencia, which has been repeatedly besieged and token

by the armies of different nations, remained in possession of

Into the whispering breeze, and where wild flowers

Bloom o'er forgotten graves ! But know'st thou

aught

Of those, where sword from crossing sword strikes

fire.

And leaders are borne down, and rushing steeds

Trample the life from out the mighty hearts

That ruled the storm so late ?—Speak not of death

Till thou hast look'd on such.

Alph. I was not bom
A shepherd's son, to dwell with pipe and crook,

And peasant men, amidst the lowly vales

;

Instead of ringing clarions, and bright spears.

And crested knights ! I am of princely race

;

And, if my father would have heard my suit.

I tell thee, infidel, that long ere now
I should have seen how lances meet, and swords

Do the field's work.

Ahd. Boy !—^know'st thou there are sights

A thousand times more fearful ? Men may die

FuU proudly, when the skies and motintains ring

To battle-horn and tecbir.^ But not all

So pass away in glory. There are those.

Midst the dead silence of pale multitudes.

Led forth in fetters—dost thou mark me, boy ?

—

To take their last look of th' aU-gladdening sun.

And bow, perchance, the stately head of youth

Unto the death of shame !— Hadst thou seen

this

Alph. (to Carlos.) Sweet brother, God is with us

—fear thou not

!

We have had heroes for our sires :—^this man

Should not behold us tremble.

A bd. There are means

To tame the loftiest natures. Yet again

I ask thee, wilt thou, from beneath the walls,

Sue to thy sire for life 1—or would'st thou die

With tills thy brother 1

Alph. Moslem ! on the hUls,

Around my father's castle, I have heard

The mountain-peasants, as they dress'd the vines,

Or drove the goats, by rock and torrent, home.

Singing their ancient songs ; and these were all

Of the Cid Campeador ; and how his sword

Tizona^ clear'd its way through turban'd hosts.

And captured Afric's kings, and how he won

Valencia from the Moor. ' I will not shame

The blood we draw from him

!

[A Moorish soldier enters.

the Moors for a hundred and seventy years after the Cid'a

death. It was regained from them by King Don .Tayme of

Aragon, suniamed the Conqueror; after wliose success I

liave ventured to suppose it governed by a descendant of the

Campeador.
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Sul. Valencia's lord

Sends messengers, my chief.

Abd. Conduct them hither.

[IJie soldier goes out and re-enters with

Elmina, disguised, and an attendant.

Car. (springing forward to the attendant.)

Oh ! take me hence, Diego ! take me henco

With thee, that I may see my mother's face

At morning when I wake. Here dark-brow'd men
Frown strangely, with their cruel eyes, upon us.

Take me with thee, for thou art good and kind,

And well I know thou lov'st me, my Diego !

Abd. Peace, boy !—What tidings, Christian,

from thy lord 1

Is he grown hiunbler ]—doth he set the lives

Of these fair nurslings at a city's worth 1

Alph. {rushingforward impatiently.) Say not he

doth !—Yet wherefore art thou here 1

If it be so, I could weep burning teara

For very shame ! If this can be, return !

Tell him, of all his wealth, his battle-spoils,

I will but ask a war-horse and a sword,

And that beside him in the mountain-chase,

And in his halls, and at his stately feasts.

My place shall be no more ! But no !—I wrong,

I wrong my father ! Moor, believe it not

:

He is a champion of the Cross and Spain,

Sprung from the Cid !—and I, too, I can die

As a warrior's high-bom child 1

Ehn. Alas, alas

!

And wouldst thou die, thus early die, fair boy 1

What hath life done to thee, that thou shouldst

cast

Its flower away, in very scorn of heart.

Ere yet the blight be come ?

Alph. That voice doth sound

Abd. Stranger, who art thou 1—this ismockery

!

speak

!

Elm. (throwing off a mantle and helmet, and em-

bracing her sons.)

My boys 1 whom I have rear'd through many hours

Of silent joys and sorrows, and deep thoughts

Untold and unhnagined ; let me die

With you, now I have held you to my heart.

And seen once more the faces, in whose light

My soul hath lived for years !

Car. Sweet mother ! now
Thou shalt not leave us more.

Abd. Enough of this !

Woman ! what seek'st thou hero f How hast thou

dared

To front the mighty thus amidst his hosts?

Elm. Think'st thou there dwells no courage

but in breasts

That set their mail against the ringing spears,

When helmets ore struck down! Thou little

know'st

Of nature's marvels. Chief ! my heart is nerved

To make its way through things which warrior

men,

Ay, they that master death by field or flood.

Would look on, ere they braved ! I have no

thought.

No sense of fear ! Thou'rt mighty ! but a soul

Wound up like mine is mightier, in the power

Of that one feeling pour'd through all its depths,

Than monarchs with their hosts 1 Am I not come

To die with these my children 1

Abd. Doth thy faith

Bid thee do this, fond Christian? Hast thou not

The means to save them 1

Elm. I have prayers, and tears.

And agonies !—and he, my God—the God
Whose hand, or soon or late, doth find its hour

To bow the crested head—hath made these things

Most powerful in a world where all must learn

That one deep language, by the storm call'd forth

From the bruised reeds of earth ! For thee, per-

chance.

Affliction's chastening lesson hath not yet

Been laid upon thy heart ; and thou may'st love

To see the creatures, by its might brought low.

Humbled before thee.

[She throws herself at his feet.

Conqueror, I can kneel

!

I, that drew birth from princes, bow myself

E'en to thy feet ! Call in thy chiefs, thy slaves.

If this will swell thy triumph, to behold

The blood of kings, of heroes, thus abased !

Do this, but spare my sons ! [not kneel

A Iph. (attempting to raise her.) Thou shouldst

Unto this infidel ! Rise, rise, my mother !

This sight doth shame our house !

A bd. Thou daring boy I

They that in arms have taught thy father's land

How chains are worn, shall school that haughty

mien

Unto another language.

Elm. Peace, my son !

Have pity ou my heart ! Oh, pardon, chief

!

He is of noble blood. Hear, hear me yet

!

Are there no lives through which the shafts of

heaven [earth.

May reach your soull He that loves aught on

Dares far too much, if ho bo merciless 1

Is it for those, whose frail mortality

Must one day strive alone with God and death.

To shut their souls against th" appealing voice
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Of nature, in her anguish 1 Wan-ior, man,

To you, too, ay, and haply with your hosts.

By thousands and ten thousands marshall'd round.

And your strong armour on, shall come that stroke

Which the lance wards not ! Where shall your

high heart

Find refuge then, if in the day of might

Woe hath lain prostrate, bleeding at your feet,

And you have pitied not ?

A bd. These are vain words.

Elm. Havcyouno children?—fearyenottobring

The lightning on their heads 1 In your own land

Doth no fond mother, from the tents beneath

Your native palms, look o'er the deserts out.

To greet your homeward step 1 You have not yet

Forgot so utterly her patient love

—

For is not woman's in all climes the same 1— [eye

That you should scorn my prayer ! Oh heaven ! his

Doth wear no mercy !

A bd. Then it mocks you not.

I have swept o'er the mountains of your land.

Leaving my traces, as the visitings

Of storms upon them ! Shall I now be stay'd ]

Know, unto me it were as light a thing,

In this my course, to quench your children's lives.

As, journeying through a forest, to break off

The yoimg wild branches that obstruct the way

With their green sprays and leaves.

Elm, Are there such hearts

Amongst thy works, God

!

Abd. Kneel not to me.

Kneel to your, lord ! on his resolves doth hang

His children's doom. He may be lightly won

By a few bursts of passionate tears and words.

Mm. (risiru/ indignantly.) Speak not of noble

men ! He bears a soiJ

Stronger than love or death.

Alph. {with exultation.) I knew 'twas thus !

He could not fail

!

Elm. There is no mercy, none.

On this cold earth ! To strive with such a world,

Hearts should be void of love ! We will go hence.

My children ! we are summon'd. Lay your heads.

In their young radiant beauty, once again

To rest upon this bosom. He that dwells

Beyond the clouds which press us darkly round,

WUl yet have pity, and before His face

We three will stand together ! Moslem ! now

Let the stroke fall at once !

Abd. 'Tis thine ovm wilL

These might e'en yet be spared.

Elm. Thou wilt not spare I

And he beneath whose eye their childhood grew.

And in whose paths they sported, and whose car

From their first lisping accents caught the sound

Of that word

—

Father—once a name of love

—

Is Men shall call him eteadfatt,

Abd. Hath the blast

Of sudden trumpets ne'er at dead of night,

When the land's watchers fear'd no hostile step,

Startled the slumberers from their dreamy world,

In cities, whose heroic lords have been

Steadfast as thine t

Elm. There's meaning in thine eye,

More than thy words. [and walls

!

A bd. {pointing to the city.) Look to yon towers

Think you no hearts within their limits pine.

Weary of hopeless warfare, and prepared

To burst the feeble links which bind them still

Unto endurance.

Elm. Thou hast said too well.

But what of this t

Abd. Then there are those, to whom
The Prophet's armies not as foes would pass

Yon gates, but as deliverers. Might they not

In some still hour, when weariness takes rest,

Be won to welcome us ] Your children's steps

May yet bound lightly through their father's halls I

A Iph. {indignantly.) Thou treacherous Moor I

Elm. Let me not thus be tried

Beyond all strength, heaven !

Abd. Now, 'tis for thee,

Thou Christian mother ! on thy sons to pass

The sentence—life or death ! The price is set

On their young blood, and rests within thy hands.

Alph. Mother ! thou tremblest

!

Abd. Hath thy heart resolved?

Elm. {covering her face with her hands.)

My boy's proud eye is on me, and the things

Which i-ush in stormy darkness through my soul

Shrink from his glance. I cannot answer here.

Abd. Come forth. We'll commime elsewhere.

Car. {to his mother.) Wilt thou go 1

Oh ! let me follow thee !

Elm. Mine own fair child ! [mine

Now that tliine eyes have pour'd once more on

The hght of their young smile, and thy sweet voice

Hath sent its gentle music through my soul.

And I have felt the twining of thine arms

—

How shall I leave thee

!

Abd. Leave him, as 'twere but

For a brief slumber, to behold his face

At morning, with the sun's.

Alph. Thou hast no look

For me, my mother !

Elm. Oh ! that I should Uve

To say, I dare not look on thee ! Farewell,

My first-bom, fare thee weU I
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Aljih. Yet, yet bowaro !

It were a grief more heavy on thy soul,

That I should blush for thee, than o'er my grave

That thou shouldst proudly vpcep ! [fast.

Abd. Away ! we trifle hero. The night wanes

Come forth !

Mm. One more embrace ! My sons, farewell

!

[Exeunt Abdullah with Et.mtna and

her Attendant,
[gone?

A Iph. Hearme yet once, my mother ! Art thou

But one word more !

\He ruiha oat, followed by Cablos.

Scene V.

—

The Garden of a Palace in Valencia.

XiMENA, Theresa.

Ther. Stay yet awhile. A purer air doth rove

Herethrough the myrtles whispering, and the limes,

And shaking sweetness from the orange boughs.

Than waits you in the city.

Xim. There are those

In their last need, and on their bed of death,

—

At which no hand doth minister but mine,—

•

That wait me in the city. Let us hence, [made

7%er. You have been wont to love the music

By founts, and rustling foliage, and soft winds.

Breathing of citron-groves. And will you turn

From these to scenes of death 1

Xim. To me the voice [leaves,

Ofsummer, whispering through young flowers and

Now speaks too deep a language ! and of all

Its dreamy and mysterious melodies.

The breathing soul is sadness ! I have felt

That summons through my spirit, after which

The hues of earth are changed, and all her sounds

Seem fi-aught with secret warnings. There is cause

That I should bend my footsteps to the scenes

Where Death is busy, taming warrior-hearts,

And pouring winter through the fiery blood,

And fettering the strong arm ! For now no sigh

In the dull air, nor floating cloud in heaven.

No, not the lightest murmui- of a leaf,

But of his angel's silent coming bears

Some token to my soul. But naught of this

Unto my mother ! These are a^vful hours !

And on their heavy steps afflictions crowd

With such dark pressure, there is left no room

For one grief more.

Ther. Sweet lady, talk not thus !

Your eye this morn doth wear a calmer light,

There's more of life in its clear tremulous ray

Than I have mark'd of late. Nay, go not yet

;

Rest by this fountain, where the laurels dip

Their glossy leaves. A fresher gale doth spring

From the transparent waters, dashing round

Their silvery spray, with a sweet voice of coolness,

O'er the pale glistening marble. 'Twill call up
Famt bloom, if but a moment's, to your cheek.

Rest here, ere you go forth, and I will sing

The melody you love.

Theresa sinr/s.

Why is the Spanish maiden's grave

So far from her own bright land 1

The sunny flowers that o'er it wave

Were sown by no kindred hand.

'Tis not the orange-bough that sends

Its breath on the sultry air,

'Tis not the myrtle-stem that bends

To the breeze of evening there !

But the rose of Sharon's eastern bloom

By the silent dwelling fades.

And none but strangers pass the tomb
Which the palm of Judah shades.

The lowly Cross, with flowers o'ergrown,

Marks well that place of rest

;

But who hath graved, on its mossy stone,

A sword, a helm, a crest ?

Tlieso are the trophies of a chief,

A lord of the axe and spear !

—Some blossom pluck'd, some faded leaf.

Should grace a maiden's bier !

Scorn not her tomb—deny not her

The honours of the brave !

O'er that forsaken sepulchre

Banner and plume might wave.

She bound the steel, in battle tried,

Her fearless heart above.

And stood with brave men side by side.

In the strength and faith of love !

That strength prevail'd—that faith was bless'd I

True was the javelin thrown,

Yet pierced it not her warrior's breast

—

She met it with her own !

And nobly won, where heroes fell

In arms for the holy shrine,

A death which saved what she loved so well.

And a grave in Palestine.
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Then let the rose of Sharon spread

Its breast to the glowing air,

And the palm of Judah lift its head.

Green and immortal there !

And let yon gray stone, tmdefaced,

With its trophy mark the scene,

Telling the pilgrim of the waste

Where Love and Death have been.

Xim. Those notes were wont to make my heart

beat quick.

As at a voice of victory ; but to-day

The spirit of the song is changed, and seems

All mournful. Oh ! that, ere my early grave

Shuts out the sunbeam, I might hear one peal

Of the CastUian trumpet, ringing forth

Beneath my father's banner 1 In that soimd

Were hfe to you, sweet brothers !—But for me

—

Come on—our tasks await us. They who know

Their hours are number'd out, have little time

To give the vague and slumberous languor way,

Wliich doth steal o'er them in the breath of flowers,

And whisper of soft winds.

[Elmina enters hurriedly.

Mm. The air will calm my spirit, ere yet I meet

His eye, which must be met.—Thou here, Ximena!

[She starts hach on seeing Ximena.

Xim. Alas ! my mother ! in that hurrying step

And troubled glance I read

—

—

-

Elm. (wildly.) Thou read'st it not

!

Why, who would live, if imto mortal eye

The tilings lay glaring, which vrithin oiu: hearts

We treasure up for God's ? Thou read'st it not

!

I say, thou canst not ! There's not one on earth

Shall know the thoughts, which for themselves

have made
And kept dark places in the very breast

Whereon he hath laid his slumber, tiU the hour

When the graves open

!

Xim,. Mother ! what is this

!

Alas ! your eye is wandering, and yoiu- cheek

Flush'd, as with fever ! To your woes the night

Hath brought no rest.

Elm. Rest 1—who should rest ?—not he

That holds one earthly blessing to his heart

Nearer than life ! No ! if this world have aught

Of bright or precious, let not him, who calls

Such things his own, take rest !—Dark spirits

keep watch;

And they to whom fair honour, cliivalrous fame.

Were as heaven's air, the vital element [souls

Wherein they breathed, may wake, and find their

Made marks for human scorn ! WUl they bear on

With life stnick down, and thus disrobed of all

Its glorious drapery ? Who shall tell us this!

—^WiU he so bear it %

Xim. Mother ! let us kneel

And blend our hearts in prayer ! What else is left

To mortals when the dark hour's might is on them?

—Leave us, Theresa.—Grief like this doth find

Its balm in soHtude. \Exit Thebesa.

My mother 1 peace

Is heaven's benignant answer to the cry

Of wounded spirits. WUt thou kneel with me?

Elm. Away ! 'tis but for souls unstaiu'd, to wear

Heaven's tranquil image on their depths.—The

stream

Of my dark thoughts, all broken by the storm.

Reflects but clouds and lightnings !—Didst thou

speak

Of peace!
—

'tis fled from earth ! But there is joy

!

Wild, troubled joy ! Andwho shall know,my child.

It is not happiness! Why, our own hearts

Will keep the secret close ! Joy, joy ! if but

To leave this desolate city, with its dull

Slow knells and dirges, and to breathe again

Th' untainted mountain-air!—But hush! the trees.

The flowers, the waters, must hear naught of this!

They are ftdl of voices, and willwhisper things

—We'll speak of it no more.

Xim. pitying heaven !

This giief doth shake her reason

!

Elm. (starting.) Hark ! a step

!

'Tis
—

'tis thy father's ! Come away—not now

—

He must not see us now

!

Xim. Why should this be

!

[GrONZALEZ enters, and detains Elmina.

Gon. Elmina, dost thou shun me ! Have we not

E'en from the hopeful and the sunny time

When youth was as a glory roimd our brows,

Held on through life together! And is this.

When eve is gathering round us, with the gloom

Of stormy clouds, a time to part o\xc steps

Upon the darkening wild

!

Elm. (coldly.) There needs not this.

\¥hy shouldst thou think I shunn'd thee

Oon. Should the love

That shone o'er many years, th' unfading love,

AVTiose only change hath been from gladdening

smOes

To mingling sorrows and sustaining strength.

Thus lightly be forgotten

!

Elm. Speak'st thou thus!

—I have knelt before thee with that very plea.

When it avaU'd me not ! But there are things

Whose very breathings from the soul erase

All record of past love, save the chiU sense.
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Til' vmquiet memory of its wasted faith,

Aud vaiu dovoteducss ! Ay ! tliey tliat fix

Affection's perfect trust on aught of earth.

Have many a dream to start from

!

Gon. This is but

The wildness and the bitterness of grief.

Ere yet the unsettled heart hath closed its long

Impatient conflicts with a mightier power.

Which makes all conflict vain.

Hark ! was there not

A sound of distant trumpets, far beyond

The Moorish tents, and of another tone

Than th' Afric horn, Ximena ?

Xim. my father

!

I know that honi too well.
—

'Tis but the wind.

Which, with a sudden rising, bears its deep

And savage war-note from us, wafting it

O'er the far hills.

Gon. Alas ! this woe must bo

!

I do not shake my spirit from its height,

So startling it with hope ! But the dread hour

Shall be met bravely stilL I can keep down

Yet for a little while—and heaven will a.sk

No more—the passionate workings of my heart

And thine, Elmina?

Mm. 'Tis—I am prepared.

I leave prcpai'cd for all.

Gon. Oh, well I knew

Thou wouldst not fiiil me ! Not in vain my soul.

Upon thy faith and courage, hath built up

Unshaken trust.

£lm. (wildly.) Away!—thou know'st mo not!

Man darea too far—his rashness would invest

This our mortality with an attribute

Too high and awful, boasting that ho knows

One human heart

!

Gon. These are wUd words, but yet

I will not doubt thee ! Hast thou not been found

Noble in all things, pouring thy soul's light

Uudimm'd o'er every trial] And, as our fates,

So must our names be, undivided !—Thine,

r th' record of a warrior's life, shall find

Its place of stainless honour. By his side

Elm. May this be borne ! How much of agony

Hath the heart room fori Speak to me in wrath

—I can endure it ! But no gentle words ! [slay.

No words of love ! no praise ! Thy sword might

And be more merciful

!

G<m. Wherefore art thou thus}

Elmina, my beloved

!

Elm. No more of love

!

—Have I not said there's that within my heart.

Whereon it falls as living fire would fall

Upon an unclosed woimd 1

Gon. Nay, lift thine eyes,

Tliat I may read their meaning

!

Elm. Never more [naught

!

With a free soul. What have I said!
—

'twas

Take thou no heed ! The words of wretchedness

Admitnot scrutiny. Wouldst thou markthespeech

Of troubled dreams!

Gon. I have seen thee in the hour

Of thy deep spirit's joy, and when the breath

Of grief hung chilling round thee; in all change.

Brighthealthand droopingsickness; hope andfear;

Youth and decUne ; but never yet, Elmina,

Ne'er hath thineeyctilluowshrunkback, perturb'd

With shame or dread, from mine

!

Elm. Thy glance doth search

A wounded heart too deeply.

Gon. Hast thou there

Aught to conceal!

Elm. Who hath not!

Gon. Till this hour

Tlimh never hadst ! Yet hear me !—by the free

And unattainted fame which wraps the dust

Of thine heroic fathers

Elm. This to me!

—Bring your inspiring war-notes, and your sounds

Of festal music round a dying man

!

Will his heart echo them! But if thy words

Were spells, to call up, with each lofty tone,

The grave's most awful spirits, they would stand

Powerless, before my anguish

!

Gon. Then, by her.

Who there looks on thee in the purity

Of her devoted youth, and o'er whoso namo

No blightmust fall, andwhosepale cheekmust ne'er

Bum with that deeper tinge, caught painfully

From the quick feeling of dishonour—Speak

!

Unfold this mystery ! By thy sons

Elm. My sons

!

And canst thou namo them ]

Gon. Proudly ! Better far

They died with all the promise of their youth.

And the fair honour of their house upon them.

Than that, with manhood's high and passionate

soul

To fearful strength unfolded, they should live,

Barr'd from the lists of crested chivalry.

And pining, in the silence of a woe.

Which from the heart shuts daylight—o'er the

shame [ne'er

Of those who gave them birth ! But (Aou couldst

Forget their lofty claims I

Elm. (wildly.) 'Twaa but for them I

'Twas for them only ! Who shall dare arraign

Madness of crime 1 And He who made us, knows
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There are dark moments of all hearts and lives,

Which bear down reason !

Gon. Thou, whom I have loved

With such high trust as o'er our nature threw

A glory scarce allow'd—what hast thou done ?

—Ximena, go thou hence !

Elm. No, no ! my child !

There's pity in thy look ! AU other eyes

Are full of wrath and scorn ! Oh, leave mo not !

Qon. That I should live to see thee thus abased

!

—Yet speak ! What hast thou done ?

Elm. Look to the gate !

Thou'rt worn with toil—but take no rest to-mght

!

The western gate ! Its watchers have been won

—

The Christian city hath been bought and sold !

—

They will admit the Moor !

Gon. They have been won ! [this ?

Brave men and tried so long ! Whose work was

Elm. Think'st thou all hearts like thine ! Can

mothers stand

To see their children perish ?

Gon. Then the guilt

Was thine ?

Elm. Shall mortal dare to call it guilt ?

I tell thee, heaven, which made all holy things.

Made naught more holy than the boundless love

Which fiUs a mother's heart ! I say, 'tis woe
Enough, with such an aching tenderness.

To love aught earthly ! and in vain ! in vain !

—We are press'd down too sorely !

Gon. (m a low desponding voice.) Now my life

Is struck to worthless ashes !—In my soul

Suspicion hath- ta'en root. The nobleness

Henceforth is blotted from all human brows

;

And fearful power, a dark and troublous gift,

Almost like prophecy, is pour'd upon me.

To read the guilty secrets in each eye

That once look'd bright with truth !

Why, then, I have gain'd

What men call wisdom !—A new sense, to which

All tales that speak of high fidelity.

And holy courage, and proud honour, tried,

Search'd, and found steadfast, even to martyrdom.

Are food for mockery ! Why should I not cast

From my thinn'd locks the wearing helm at once.

And in the heavy sickness of my soul

Throw the sword down for ever 1 Is there aught

In all this world of gilded hoUowness,

Now the bright hues drop off its lovehest things,

Worth striving for again 1

Xim. Father I look up !

Turn unto me, thy child !

Gon. Thy face is fair ;

And hath been unto me, in other days,

As morning to the joumeyer of the deep

!

But now—'tis too like hers !

Elm. {falling at his feet.) Woe, shame and woe,

Are on me in their might ! Forgive ! forgive '.

Gon. {starting up.) Doth the Moor deem that /

have part or share

Or counsel in his vileness 1 Stay me not

!

Let go thy hold
—

'tis powerless on me now

:

I linger here, while treason is at work !

[Exit Gonzalez.

Elm. Ximena, dost thou scorn me t

Xim. I have found

In mine own heart too much of feebleness,

Hid, beneath many foldings, from all eyes

But His whom naught can bUnd, to dare do aught

But pity thee, dear mother !

Elm. Blessings light

On thy fair head, my gentle child, for this !

Thou kind and merciful ! My soul is faint

—

Worn with long strife ! Is there aught else to do,

Or suffer, ere we die ?—Oh God ! my sons I

—I have betray'd them ! All their innocent blood

Is on my soul

!

Xim. How shall I comfort thee S [wind,

—Oh ! hark ! what sounds come deepening on the

So full of solemn hope !

A procession of Nvms passes across the Scene,

tearing relics, and chanting,

CHANT.

A sword is on the land !

He that bears down young tree and glorious flower.

Death is gone forth, he walks the wind in power !

Where is the warrior's hand?

Our steps are in the shadows of the grave

:

Hear us, we perish !—Father, hear and save I

If, in the days of song.

The days of gladness, we have call'd on thee.

When mirthfjil voices rang from sea to sea.

And joyous hearts were strong;

Now that alike the feeble and the brave

Must cry, " We perish
! "—Father, hear and save

!

The days of song are fled !

The winds come loaded, wafting dirge-notes by

:

But they that linger soon immouni'd must die

—

The dead weep not the dead

!

Wilt thou forsake us midst the stormy wave?

Wc sink, we perish !—Father, hear and save

!

Helmet and lance are dust

!

Is not the strong man wither'd from our eye?
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Thearm struck down that held ourbanners high)

—

Thine is our spirits' trust I

Look through the gathering shadows of the grave

!

Do wo not perish]—Father, hear and save 1

HebnANDEZ enters.

Elm. Why com'st thou, man of vengeance ?

—

AVhat have I

To do with thee ? Am I not bow'd enough

!

Thou art no mourner's comforter

!

J/er. Thy lord

Hath sent me unto thee. Till this day's task

Bo closed, thou daughter of the feeble heart I

He bids thee seek him not, but lay thy ways

Before heaven's altar, and in penitence

Make thy soul's peace with God.

Elm. Till this day's task [eyes

—

Be closed !—There is strange triumph in thine

Is it that I have fall'n from that high place

Whereon I stood in fame 1 But I can feel

A wild and bitter pride in thus being past

The power of thy dark glance ! My spirit now
Is wound about by one sole mighty grief;

Thy scorn hath lost its sting. Thou may'st re-

proach [doth work

Her. I come not to reproach thee. Heaven

By many agencies ; and in its hour

There is no insect which the summer breeze

From the green leaf shakes trembling, but may
serve

Its deep unsearchable purposes, as well

As the great ocean, or th' eternal fires

Pent in earth's caves. Thou hast but speeded that,

Which, in th' infatuate blindness of thy heart.

Thou wouldst have trampled o'er all holy ties

But to avert one day !

Mm. My senses fail.

Thou said'st—speak yet again—I could not catch

The meaning of thy words.

Her. E'en now thy lord

Hath sent our foes defiance. On the walls

He stands in conference with the boastful Moor,

And awful strength is with him. Through the

blood

Which this day must be pour'd in sacrifice

Shall Spain be free. On all her olive-hills

Shall men set up the battle-sign of fire,

And round its blaze, at midnight, keep the sense

Of vengeance wakeful in each other's hearts

E'en with thy children's tale !

Xim. Peace, father ! peace

!

Behold she sinks !—the storm hath done its work

Upon the broken reed. Oh ! lend thine aid

To bear her hence. [They lead her aicay.

Scene VI.

—

A Street in Valencia. Several Groups

of Citizens and Soldiers, many of them lying on

the steps of a church. Arms scattered on the

ground around them.

An Old Cit. The air is sultry, as with thunder-

clouds.

I left my desolate home, that I might breathe

More freely in heaven's face, but my heart feels

With this hot gloom o'erburden'd. I have now
No sons to tend me. Which of you, kind friends,

Will bring the old man water from the fount.

To moisten his parch'd lip 1 \A citizen goes out.

2d Cit. This wasting siege.

Good Father Lopez, hath gone hard with you I

'Tis sad to hear no voices through the house.

Once peopled with fair sons !

3d Cit. Wliy, better thus,

Than to be haunted with their famish'd cries.

E'en in your very dreams !

Old Cit. Heaven's will be done !

These are dark times ! I have not been alone

In my afiliction. [thought

3d Cit. {with bitterness.) Why, we have but this

Left for our gloomy comfort !—And 'tis well

!

Ay, let the balance be awhile struck even

Between the noble's palace and the hut.

Where the worn peasant sickens ! They that bear

The humble dead imhonour'd to their homes.

Pass now i' th' streets no lordly bridal train

With its exulting music ; and the wretch

Who on the marble steps of some proud hall

FUngs himself down to die, in his last need

And agony of famine, doth behold

No scornful guests, with their long purple robes,

To the banquet sw^eeping by. Why, this is just

!

These are the days when pomp is made to feel

Its human mould

!

ith Cit. Heard you last night the sound

Of Saint lago's bell t—How sullenly

From the great tower it peal'd !

5th at. Ay, and 'tis said

No mortal hand was near when so it seem'd

To shake the midnight streets.

Old Cit. Too well I know
The sound of coming fate !

—
'Tis ever thus

When Death is on his way to make it night

In the Cid's ancient house.' Oh ! there are things

In this strange world of which we've all to learn

When its dark bounds are pass'd. Yon bell, uu-

touch'd,

1 It ^va^ a Spanish tradition that tlie great bell of the

cathedml of S.arago83a always tolled spontaneously before a

king of Spain died.
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(Save by the handa we see not,) still doth speak

—

When of that line some stately head is mark'd

—

With a ^vild hollow peal, at dead of night,

Eocking Valencia's towers. I've heard it oft,

Kor know its warning false.

ith Cit. And will our chief

Buy with the price of his fair children's blood

A few more days of pining wretchedness

For this forsaken city ?

Old Cit. Doubt it not

!

—But with that ransom he may purchase still

Deliverance for the land ! And yet 'tis sad

To think that such a race, with all its fame,

Should pass away 1 For she, his daughter too.

Moves upon earth as some bright thing whose time

To sojourn there is short.

5th Cit. Then woe for us

When she is gone ! Her voice, the very sound

Of her soft step, was comfort, as she moved [her

Through the stUl house of mourning ! Who like

Shall give us hope again ?

Old Cit. Be stiU I—she comes,

And with a mien how changed ! A hurrying step.

And a flush'd cheek ! What may this bodel

—

Be stiU

!

XiMENA enters, with Attendants carrying a Banner.

Xim. Men of Valencia ! in an hour like this,

Wliat do ye here ?

A Cit. We die !

Xim. Brave men die now
Girt for the toil, as travellers suddenly

By the dark night o'ertaken on their way !

These days require such death ! It is too much
Of luxiuy for our wild and angry times,

To fold the mantle round us, and to sink

From life, as flowers that shut up sUently, [not?

When the sun's heat doth scorch them ! Hear ye

A Cit. Lady ! what wouldst thou with us 1

Xim. Rise and arm !

E'en now the children of your chief are led

Forth by the Moor to perish ! Shall this be

—

Shall the high sound of such a name be hush'd,

I' th' land to which for ages it hath been

A battle-word, as 'twere some passing note

Of shepherd-music 1 Must this work be done,

And ye lie pining here, as men in whom
The pidse which God hath made for noble thought

Can so be thriU'd no longer 2

A Cit. 'Tis e'en so !

Sickness,and toil, and grief,have breathed upon us,

Our hearts beat faint and low.

Xim. Are ye so poor

Of soul, my countrymen ! that ye can draw

Strength from no deeper source than that which

sends

The red blood mantling through the joyous veins.

And gives the fleet step wings 2 Why, how have age

And sensitive womanhood ere now endured,

Through pangs of searching fire, in some proud

cause.

Blessing that agony ? Think ye the Power

Which bore them nobly up, as if to teach

The torturer where eternal heaven had set

Bounds to his sway, was earthy, of this earth

—

This dull mortality ? Nay, then look on me !

Death's touch hath mark'd me, and I stand

amongst you.

As one whose place, i' th' sunshine of your world,

Shall soon be left to fill !—I say, the breath

Of th' incense, floatingthroughyon fane, shallscarce

Pass from your path before me ! But even now
I've that within me, kindling through the dust,

Which from all time hath made high deeds itsvoice

And token to the nations. Look on me !

Why hath heaven pour'd forth courage, as a flame

Wasting the womanish heart, which must be still'd

Yet sooner for its swift consiuning brightness,

If not to shame your doubt, and your despair.

And your soul's torpor 2 Yet, arise and arm !

It may not be too late.

A Cit. Why, what are we, [few.

To cope with hosts ? Thus faint, and worn, and

O'emumber'd and forsaken, is't for us

To stand against the mighty 1

Xim. And for whom
Hath He, who shakes the mighty with a breath

From their high places, made the fearfulness,

And ever-wakeful presence of his power

To the pale startled earth most manifest.

But fortheweak ? Was't for thehelm'd andcrown'd

That suns were stay'd at noonday 2—stormy seas

As a rill parted 2—maU'd archangels sent

To wither up the strength of kings with death 2

— I tell you, if these mai-vels have been done,

'Twas for the wearied and th' oppress'd of men.

Theyneeded such ! Andgenerous faith hath power

By her prevailing spirit, e'en yet to work

Deliverances, whose tale shall live with those

Of the great elder-time I Be of good heart

!

Who is forsaken 2 He that gives the thought

A place within his breast 2 'Tis not for you.

—Know ye this banner 2 spired 2

Cits, (murmuring to each other.) Is she not in-

Doth not heaven call us by her fervent voice 2

Xim. Know ye this banner 2

Cits. 'Tis the Cid's.

Xim. The Cid's !
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Who breathes that name but in th' exulting tone

Which the heart rings to 1 Why, the very wind,

As it swells out the noble standard's fold.

Hath a triumphant sound ! The Cid's ! it moved

Even as a sign of victory through the land,

From the free skies ne'er stooping to a foe !

Old Cit. Can ye still pause, my brethren I Oh !

that youth

Through this worn frame were kindling once again

!

Xim. Ye linger still 1 Upon this very air.

He that was born in happy hour for Spain *

Pour'd forth his conquering spirit 1 'Twas the

breeze [wave

From your own mountains which came down to

This banner of his battles, as it droop'd

Above the champion's deathbed. Nor even then

Its tale of glory closed. They made no moan
O'er the dead hero, and no dirge was sung,^

But the deep tambour and shriU horn of war

Told when the mighty pass'd ! They wrapt him not

With the pale shroud, but braced the warrior'sform

In war-array, and on his barded ' steed.

As for a triumph, rear'd him ; marching forth

In the hush'd midnight from Valencia's walls,

Bcleaguer'd then, as now. All silently

The stately fimei-al moved. But who was he

That foUow'd, charging on the tall white horse.

And with the solemn standard, broad and pale.

Waving in sheets of snowlight ? And the cross.

The bloody cross, far-blazing from his shield,

And the fierce meteor-sword! They fled, they fled

!

The kings of Afric, with their countless hosts.

Were dust in his red path. The scimitar

Was shiver'd as a reed ;—for in that hour

The warrior-saint that keeps the watch for Spain,

Was arm'd betimes. And o'er that fiery field

The Cid's high banner stream'd all joyously.

For still its lord was there.

Cits, {rising tumuUuoualy.) Even tmto death

Again it shall be follow'd !

Xim. WUl he see

The noble stem hewn down, the beacon-light

Which from his house for ages o'er the land

Hath shone through cloud and storm, thus

quench'd at once 1

Will ho not aid his children in the hour

Of this their utmost peril ! Awful power

Is vn&L the holy dead, and there are times

\Vlien the tomb hath no chain they cannot burst

!

Is it a thing forgotten how he woke

Fi-om its deep rest of old ; remembering Spain

1 " El que en btien hora nasco ; " he tliat was bom in

happy hour. An appellation given to the Cld in the ancient

chronicles.

In her great danger 'i At the night's mid-watch

How Leon started, when the sound was heard

That shook her dark and hollow-echoing streets.

As with the heavy tramp of steel-clad men.

By thousands marching through. For hehad risen

!

The Campeador was on his march again.

And in his arms, and follow'd by his hosts

Of shadowy spearmen. He had left the world

From which we are dimly parted, and gone forth.

And call'd his buried warriors from their sleep.

Gathering them round him to deliver Spain
;

For Afrio was upon her. Morning broke.

Day rush'd through clouds of battle ; but at eve

Our God had triumph'd, and the rescued land

Sent up a shout of victory from the field.

That rock'd her ancient mountains.

Cits. Arm ! to arms !

On to our chief ! We have strength within us yet

To die with our blood roused ! Now, be the word

For the Cid's house ! [They hegin to arm themselves.

Xim. Ye know his battle-song ? [forth

The old rude strain wherewith his bands went

To strike down Paynim swords ! \_She sings.

TH13 CID'S BATTLE-SONG.

The Moor is on his way !

With the tambour-peal and the tecbir-shout.

And the horn o'er the blue seas ringing out.

He hath marshaU'd his dark array 1

Shout through the vine-clad land !

That her sons on all their hills may hear

;

And sharpen the point of the red woH-spear,

And the sword for the brave man's hand !

[The Citizens join in the song, while

they contimte arming themselves.

Banners are in the field !

The chief must rise from his joyous board.

And turn from the feast ere the wine be pour'd.

And take up his father's shield !

The Moor is on his way !

Let the peasant leave his oUve-ground, [round

:

And the goats roam wild through the pine-woods

There is nobler work to-day I

Send forth the trumpet's call

!

Till the bridegi'oom cast the goblet down.

And the marriage-robe, and the flowery crown

;

And arm in the banquet hall I

2 For this, and the subsequent allusions to Spanish legends,

see The Romances, and Cfironicle qfthe Cid.

s Dardcdf caparisoned for battle.
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And stay the funeral-train :

Bid the chanted mass be hush'd awhile.

And the bier laid down in the holy aisle,

And the mourners girt for Spain.

[They take up the banner and follow Ximbna
out, their voices are heard gradually dying

away at a distance.

Ere night must swords be red

!

It is not an hour for knells and tears.

But for helmets braced and serried spears !

To-morrow for the dead !

The Cid is in array !

His steed is barded, his plume waves high,

His banner is up in the sunny sky

—

Now, joy for the Cross to-day !

SoEKE VII.

—

The walls of t!te city. The plains

beneath, with the Moorish Camp and Army.

GiONZALEZ, GaBCIAS, HeKNANDEZ.

(A wild sound of Moorish music heardfrom below.)

Ser. What notes are these in their deep moum-
fulness

So strangely >vild 1

Gar. 'Tis the shrill melody

Of the Moor's ancient death-song. Well I know
The rude barbaric sound ; but, till this hour.

It seem'd not fearful. Now, a shuddering chill

Comes o'er me with its tones.—Lo ! from yon
tent

They lead the noble boys !

Her. The yoimg, and pure.

And beautiful victims !
—

'Tis on things like these

We cast our hearts in wild idolatry.

Sowing the winds with hope ! Yet this is well

:

Thus brightly crown'd with life's most gorgeous

flowers.

And all unblemish'd, earth should offer up
Her treasures unto heaven !

Gar. (to Gonzalez.) My chief, the Moor
Hath led your children forth.

Gon. (starting.) Are my sons there ?

I knew they could not perish ; for yon heaven

Would ne'er behold it !—^Where is he that said

I was no more a father? They look changed^
Pallid and worn, as from a prison-house !

Or is't mine eyes see dimly 1 But their steps

Seem heavy, as with pain. I hear the clank—

•

Oh God ! their limbs are fetter'd !

Abd. (coming forward beneath the walls)

Christian ! look

Once more upon thy children. There is yet

One moment for the trembling of the sword

;

Their doom is still with thee.

Gon. Why should this man
So mock us with the semblance of our kindl

—Moor ! Moor ! thou dost too daringly provoke.

In thy bold cruelty, th' all-judging One,

Who visits for such things ! Hast thou no sense

Of thy frail nature ? 'Twill be taught thee yet

;

And darkly shall the anguish of my soul.

Darkly and heavily, pour itself on thine.

When thou shalt cry for mercy from the dust.

And be denied

!

Abd. Nay, is it not thyself

That hast no mercy and no love within thee ?

These are thy sons, the nurslings of thy house

;

Speak ! must they live or die 3

Gon. (in violent emotion.) Is it heaven's will

To try the dust it kindles for a day.

With infinite agony ! How have I drawn

This chastening on my head ! They bloom'd

around me.

And my heart grew too fearless in its joy.

Glorying in their bright promise !—If we fall.

Is there no pardon for our feebleness

!

Hebnakdez, without speaking, holds up a cross

before him.

Abd. Speak !

Gon. (snatching the cross, and lifting it up.) Let

the earth be shaken through its depths.

But this must triumph !

Abd. (coldly.) Be it as thou wilt.

—Unsheath the scimitar ! [To his guards.

Gar. (to Gonzalez.) Away, my chief

!

This is your place no longer. There are things

No human heart, though battle-proof as yours,

Unmadden'd may sustain.

Gon. Be still ! I have now
No place on earth but this !

Alph. (from beneath.) Men ! give me way.

That I may speak forth once before I die !

Gar. Theprincely boy !—how gallantly his brow

Wears its high nature in the face of death !

Alph. Father!

Gon. My son ! my son !—Mine eldest-bom !

Alph. Staybutupontheramparts! Fearthounot

—There is good courage in me. my father

!

I will not shame thee !—only let me fall

Knowing thine eye looks proudly on thy child.

So shall my heart have strength.

Gon. Would, would to God,
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That I might die for thee, my noble boy I

Alphonso, my fair eon

!

Alph. Could I have lived,

I might have been a warrior ! Now, farewell

!

But look upon me still !— I will not blench

When the keen sabre flashes. Mark me well

!

Mine eyelids shall not quiver as it falls,

So thou wilt look upon me !

Gar. (to Gonzalez.) Nay, my lord

!

We must be gone ! Thou cmust not bear it

!

Gon. Peace

!

[bear ?

Who hath told thee how much man's heart can

—Lend mo thine arm—mybrainwhirls feai'fully

—

How thick the shades close round! My boy! uiy

boy!

Where art thou in this gloom?

Gar. Let us go hence

!

This is a dreadful moment

!

Gon. Hvish !—what saidst thou!

Now let me look on him !—Dost thou see aught

Through the dull mist which wraps us 1

Gar. I behold

—

Oh, for a thousand Spaniards ! to rush down
Gon. Thou seest—My heart stands still to hear

thee speak

!

^There seems a fearful hush upon the air.

As 'twere the dead of night

!

Gar. The hosts have closed

Around the spot in stillness. Through the spears,

Ranged thick and motionless, I see him not

!

—But now
Gon. He bade mo keep mine eye upon him.

And all is dai-kness round me !—Now?
Gar. A sword,

A sword, springs upward, like a lightning burst.

Through the dark serriedmass! Its cold blue glare

Is wavering to and fro
—

'tis vanish'd—hai-k

!

Gon. I heard it, yes !—I heard the dull dead

sound

That heavily broke the silence ! Didst thou speak 1

—I lost thy words—come nearer 1

Gar. 'Twas
—

'tis past !

—

The sword fell then I [blood

!

Her. (utith exaltation.) Flow forth thou noble

Fount of Spain's ransom and deliverance, flow

Uncheck'dandbrightly forth! Thoukingly stream!

Blood of our heroes ! blood of martyrdom

!

Which through so many wanior-hearts hast pour'd

Thy fiery currents, and hast made our hills

Free,by thine own free offering! Bathe the land,

—

But there thou shalt not sink ! Our very air

Shall take thy colouring, and our loaded skies

O'er th' infidel hang dark and ominous,

With battle-hues of thee ! And thy deep voice.

Rising above them to the judgment-seat,

Shall call a burst of gather'd vengeance down.

To sweep th' oppressor from us ! For thy wave

Hath made his guilt run o'er

!

[dream !

Gon. {endeavouring to route hitmelf.) 'Tis all a

There is not one—no hand on earth could harm

That fair boy's graceful head ! Why look you thus I

Abd. (pointing to Carlos.) Christian ! e'en yet

thou hast a son

!

Gon. E'en yet I

Car. My father! take me fromthese fearful men!

Wilt thou not save me, father ? [strength

Gon. (attempting to unsh^ath his sword.) Is the

From mine arm shiver'd? Qarcias, follow me!

Gar. Whither, my chief 1

Gon. Why, we can die as well

On yonder plain—ay, a spear's thrust will do

The little that our misery doth require.

Sooner than e'en this anguish ! Life is best

Thrown from us in such moments.

[ Voices heard at a distance.

Her. Hush ! what strain

Floats on the wind?

Gar. 'Tis the Cid's battle-song

!

Wliat marvel hath been wrought?

Voices approaching heard in chorus.

The Moor is on his way

!

With the tambour-peal and the tecbir-shout,

And the horn o'er the blue seas ringing out.

He hath marshall'd his dark array

!

XiMENA enters, followed by the Ciii2em.

with the Banner.

Xim. Is it too late'!—My father, these are men

Through life and death prepared to follow thee

Beneath this baimer ! Is their zeal too late?

—Oh ! there's a fearful history on thy brow !

What hast thou seen?

Gar. It is not all too late.

Xim. My brothers

!

Her. All is well.

(To Oarcias.) Hush ! wouldst thou chill

That wliich hath spnmg within them, as a flame

From th' altar-emberemounts insudden brightness ?

I say, 'tis not too late, ye men of Spain

!

On to the rescue !

Xim. Bless me, my father

!

And I will hence, to aid thee with my prayers.

Sending my spirit with theo through the storm

Lit up by flashing swords

!

[spared?

Gon. (falling upon her nedc.) Hath aught been

Am I not all bereft? Thou'rt left me still

!

Mine own, my loveliest one, thou'rt left me still

!

Farewell !—thy father's blessing, and thy God's,
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Be with thee, my Ximena I

Xim. Fare thee well

!

If, ere thy steps turn homeward from the field.

The voice is hush'd that still hath welcomed thee.

Think of me in thy victory I

Her. Peace ! no more

!

This is no time to melt our nature down
To a soft stream of tears! Beof strong heart!

Give me the banner ! Swell the song again

!

CUs. Ere night must swords be red

!

It is not an hour for knells and tears.

But for helmets braced and serried spears

!

To-morrow for the dead I

[Exeunt omtvet.

Scene VUX—Before the Altar of a Church,

Elmdia risetfrom the atept of the Altar.

Mm. The clouds are fearful that o'erhaug thy

ways,

thou mysterious heaven I It cannot be

That I have drawn the vials of thy wrath

To burst upon me, through the lifting up

Of a proud heart elate in happiness

!

No ! in my days fall noon, for me life's flowers

But wreath'd a cup of trembling; and the love.

The boundless love, my spirit was form'd to bear,

Hath ever, in its place of sUenee, been

A trouble and a shadow, tinging thought

With hues too deep for joy ! I never look'd

On my fair children, in their buoyant mirth

Or sunny sleep, when all the gentle air

Seem'd glowing with their quiet blessedness.

But o*er my soul there came a shuddering sense

Of earth, and its pale changes; e'en like that

Which vaguely mingleswith our glorious dreams

—

A restless and disturbing consciousness [shrunk

That the bright things must fade ! How have I

From the dull murmur of th' unquiet voice.

With its low tokens of mortality,

Tni my heart feinted midst their smiles !—their

smiles

!

[go down
Where are those glad looks now 1—Could they

With all their joyoiis light, that seem'd not earth's,

To the cold grave? My children !—righteous

heaven !

There floats a dark remembrance o'er my brain

Of one who told me, with relentless eye.

That this should be the hour !

XiUEirA enters.

Xim. They are gone forth

Unto the rescue I—strong in heart and hope.

Faithful, though few !—Mymother, let thy prayers

Call on the land's good saints to lift once more

The sword and cross that sweep the field for Spain,

As in old battle ; so thine arms e'en yet

May clasp thy sons ! For me, my part is done !

The flame which dimly might have linger'd yet

A little while, hath gather'd all its rays

Brightly to sink at once. And it is well

!

The shadows are around me : to thy heart

Fold me, that I may die.

Elm. My child ! what dream

Is on thy soul 1 Even now thine aspect wears

Life's brightest inspiration !

Xim. Death's

!

Elm. Away

!

Thine eye hath starry clearness ; and thy check

Doth glow beneath it with a richer hue.

Than tinged its earliest flower !

Xim. It well may be !

There are far deeper and far warmer hues

Than those which draw their colouring from the

founts

Of youth, or health, or hope.

Elm. Nay, speak not thus !

There's that about thee shining which would send

E'en through my heart a sunny glow of joy.

Were 't not for these sad words. The dim cold air

And solemn light, which wrap these tombs and

shrines

As a pale gleaming shroud, seem kindled up

With a young spirit of ethereal hope

Caught from thy mien !—Oh no ! this is not death

!

Xim. Why should not He, whose touch dis-

solves our chain.

Put on his robes of beauty when he comes

As a deliverer ] He hath many forms

—

They should not all be fearful ! If his call

Be but our gathering to that distant land.

For whose sweet waters we have pined with thirst,

Why should not its prophetic sense be borne

Into the heart's deep stillness, with a breath

Of summer-winds, a voice of melody.

Solemn, yet lovely ! Mother, I depart !

—

Be it thy comfort, in the after^iays.

That thou hast seen me thus !

Elm. Distract me not

With such vrild fears ! Can I bear on with life

When thou art gone ]—thy voice, thy step, thy

smile,

Pass'd from my path ! Alas ! even now thine eye

Is changed—^thy cheek is feding !

Xim. Ay, the clouds

Of the dim hour are gathering o'er my sight

;

And yet I fear not, for the God of Help
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Comes in that quiet darkness ! It may sootho

Thy woes, my mother ! if I tell thco now

With what glad calmness I behold the veil

Falling between me and the world, wherein

My heart so ill hath rested.

Mm. Thine !

Xim. Rejoice

For her that, when tho garland of her life

Was blighted, and the springs of hope were dried,

Received her siimmons hence ; and had no time.

Bearing the canker at th' impatient heart.

To wither ; sorrowing for that gift of heaven,

Which lent one moment of existence light

That dimm'd the rest for ever !

Elm. How is this

!

My chUd, what mean'st thou

!

Xim. Mother ! I have loved,

And been beloved ! The sunbeam of an hour.

Which gave life's hidden treasures to mine eye.

As they lay shining in their secret foimts.

Went out and left them colourless. 'Tis past

—

And what remains on earth 1 The rainbow mist

Through which I gazed, hath melted, and my sight

Is clear'd to look on all things as they are !

—

But this is iar too mournful ! Life's dark gift

Hath fall'n too early and too cold upon me !

—

Therefore I would go hence 1

Elm. And thou hast loved

Unknown
Xim. Oh ! pardon, pardon that I veil'd

My thoughts frora thee ! But thou hadst woes

enough,

And mine came o'er me when thy soul had need

Of more than mortal strength ! For I had scarce

Given the deep consciousness that I was loved

A treasure's place within my secret heart.

When earth's brief joy went from mo !

Twas at mom
I saw the vrarriors to their field go forth.

And he—my chosen—was there amongst the rest,

With his yoimg, glorious brow ! I look'd again :

Tlie strife grew dark beneath me—but his plume

Waved free above the lances. Yet again

—

It had gone down I and steeds were trampling o'er

The spot to which mine eyes were riveted,

Till blinded by th' intenseness of their gaze !

—

And then—at last—I hurried to the gate,

And met him there !—I met him !—on his shield.

And with his cloven helm, and shiver'd sword.

And dark hair stcep'd in blood ! They bore him

past

:

Mother !—I saw his face ! Oh I such a death

Works fearful changes on the fair of earth.

The pride of woman's eye !

Elm. Sweet daughter, peace !

Wake not the dark remembrance ; for thy frame

—

Xim. There will be peace ere long. I shut my
heart.

Even as a tomb, o'er that lone silent grief.

That I might spare it thee !—But now the hour

Is come, when that, which would have pierced thy

soul.

Shall be its healing balm. Oh ! weep thou not,

Save with a gentle sorrow 1

Elm. Must it bo 1

Art thou indeed to leave me ?

Xim. {exultingly.) Be thou glad !

I say, rejoice above thy favour'd chUd !

Joy, for the soldier when his field is fought,

Joy, for the peasant when his vintage-task

Is closed at eve !—But most of all for her.

Who, when her lifehad changed its glittering robes

For the dull garb of sorrow, which doth cling

So heavily around the joumeyers on,

Cast down its weight—and slept

!

Elm. Alas ! thine eye

Is wandering—yet how brightly ! Is this death

!

Or some high wondrous vision 1 Speak, my child

!

How is it with thee now ?

Xim. {wildly.) I see it still I

'Tis floating, like a glorious cloud on high.

My father's banner I Hear'st thou not a sound ?

The trumpet of Castile ! Praise, praise to heaven

!

—Now may the weary rest !—Be still !—^Who caUs

The night so fearful 1 [fia« diet.

Elm. No ! she is not dead !

Ximena !—speak to me ! Oh yet a tone

From that sweet voice, that I may gather in

One more remembrance of its lovely soimd.

Ere tho deep silence fall ! What, is all hush'd ?

—

No, no !—it cannot bo ! How should we bear

Tho dark misgivings of our souls, if heaven

Left not such beings with us ? But is this

Her wonted look ?—too sad a quiet lies

On its dim fearful beauty ! Speak, Ximena !

Speak ! My heart dies within me ! She is gone,

With all her blessed smiles ! My child ! my child

!

Where art thou!—Where is that which answer'd

me, [move ?

From thy soft-shining eyes?—Hush ! doth she

One light lock seem'd to tremble on her brow,

As a pulse throbb'd beneath ;
—

'twas but tho voice

Of my despair that stirr'd it ! She is gone !

[S^ throws herself on the body.

GoKZALEZ enters fcoundtd.

Elm. {rising as he approaches.) I must not now

be scom'd I—No, not a look.
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A whisper of reproach ! Behold my woe !—
Thou canst not scorn me now !

Gon. Hast thou heard all /

Elm. Thy daughter on my bosom laid her head,

And pass'd away to rest ! Behold her there.

Even such as death hath made her !

'

Gon. {bending over XjMSJSA'shody.) Thou art gone

A little whUe before me, my child I

Why should the traveller weep to part with those.

That scarce an hour will reach their promised land.

Ere he too cast his pilgrim staff away.

And spread his couch beside them 1

Elm. Must it be

Henceforth enough that ante a thing so fair

Had its bright place amongst us ! Is this all

Left for the years to come ! We wiU not stay !

Earth's chain each hour grows weaker.

Gon. (still gazingupon'S.lliY.TSx.) And thou'rt laid

To slumber in the shadow, blessed child !

Of a yet stainless altar, and beside

A sainted warrior's tomb I Oh, fitting place

For thee to yield thy piire heroic soul

Back unto him that gave it ! And thy cheek

Yet smiles in its bright paleness !

Elm. Hadst thou seen

The look with which she pass'd !

Gon. {still bending over her.) Why, 'tis almost

Like joy to view thy beautiful repose !

The faded image of that perfect calm

Floats, e'en as long-forgotten music, back

Into my weary heart ! No dark wild spot

On thy clear brow doth tell of bloody hands [seen

That quench'd young life by violence ! We Ve

Too much of horror, in one crowded hour.

To weep for aught so gently gather'd hence !

—Oh ! man leaves other traces !

Elm. {suddenly starting) It returns

On my bewilder'd soul 1 Went ye not forth

Unto the rescue 1 And thou'rt here alone !

—Where are my sons ?

Gon. {solemnly) We were too late !

Elm. Too late !

Hast thou naught else to tell me 1

Gon. I brought back

From that last field the banner of my sires,

And my own death-wound.

Elm. Thine !

Gon. Another hour

Shall hush its throbs for ever. I go hence.

And with me
Elm. No ! Man andd not lift his hands

—

1 " La voili, telle que la mort nous I*a faite !*'

—

Bossdet,

Oraitons Punebra.

Where hast thou left thy sons 1

Gon. I have no sons.

Elm. What hast thou said ?

Gon. That now there lives not one

To wear the glory of mine ancient house.

When I am gone to rest.

Elm. {throwing herself on the ground, and tpeak-

ing in a low hnrried voice.)

In one brief hour, all gone !—and «u«A. a death

!

I see their blood gush forth !—their graceful heads

!

—Take the dark vision from me, my God !

And such a death for them I I was not there !

They were but mine in beauty and in joy.

Not in that mortal anguish ! All, all gone !

—

Why should I struggle more?—What ta this

Power,

Against whose might, on all sides pressing us.

We strive with fierce impatience, which but lays

Our own frail spirits prostrate ?

{After a long pause.) Now I know

Thy hand, my God !—and they are soonest crush'd

That most withstand it ! I resist no more.

[She rises.

A light, a light springs up from grief and death.

Which with its solemn radiance doth reveal

Why we have thus been tried !

Gon. Then I may still

Fix my List look on thee, in holy love.

Parting, but yet with hope !

Elm. {falling, at his feet.) Canst thou forgive 1

Oh, I have driven the arrow to thy heart.

That should have buried it within mine own.

And borne the pang in silence ! I have cast

Thy life's fair honour, in my wild despair.

As an unvalued gem upon the waves, [earth.

Whence thou hast snatch'd it back, to bear from

All stainless, on thy breast. Well hast thou done

—

But I—canst thou forgive 1

Gon. Within this hour

I've stood upon that verge whence mortals fall.

And leam'dhow 'tiswith one whose sightgrowsdim.

And whose foot trembles on the gulf's dark side.

Death purifies all feeling : we will part

In pity and in love.

Elm. Death ! And thou too

Art on thy way ! Oh, joy for thee, high heart

!

Glory and joy for thee ! The day is closed.

And well and nobly hast thou borne thyself

Through its long battle-toils, though many swords

Have enter'd thine own soul ! But on my head

Recod the fierce invokings of despair.

And I am left far distanced in the race.

The lonely one of earth ! Ay, this is just

I am not worthy that upon my breast
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In this, thine hour of victory, thou shouldst yield

Thy spirit unto God !

Q<m. Thou art ! thou art

!

Oh ! a life's love, a heart's long faithfulness,

Even in the presence of eternal things.

Wearing their chastcn'd beauty all undimm'd.

Assert their lofty claims ; and these are not

For one dark hour to cancel ! We are here.

Before that altar which received the vows

Of our unbroken youth ; and meet it is

For such a witness, in the sight of heaven,

And in the face of death, whose shadowy arm

Comes dim between us, to record th' exchange

Of our tried hearts' forgiveness. Who are they.

That in one path have joumey'd, needing not

Forgiveness at its close 1

A Citizen tMert hastily.

Cit. The Moors ! the Moors !

Gon. How ! is the city storm'd ?

righteous heaven ! for this I look'd not yet

!

Hath all been done in vain? Why, then, 'tis time

For prayer, and then to rest

!

Cit. The sun shall set.

And not a Christian voice be left for prayer.

To-night, within Valencia. Round our walls

The Paynim host is gathering for th' assault.

And we have none to guard them.

Gon. Then my place

Is here no longer. I had hoped to die

E'en by the altar and the sepulchre

Of my brave sires ; but this was not to be !

Give me my sword again, and lead me hence

Back to the ramparts. I have yet an hour.

And it hath still high duties. Now, my wife !

Thou mother of my children—of the dead—
Wiom I name unto thee in steadfast hope

—

Farewell

!

Elm. No, not farewell ! My soul hath risen

To mate itself with thine ; and by thy side.

Amidst the hurling lances, I will stand.

As one on whom a brave man's love hath been

Wasted not utterly.

Gon. I thank thee, heaven I

That I have tasted of the awful joy

Which thou hast given, to temper hours like this

With a deep sense of thee, and of thine ends

In these dread visitings !

(To Elmixa.) AVe will not part,

But with the spirit's parting.

Elm. One farewell

To her, that, mantled with sad loveliness.

Doth slumber at our feet I My blessed child !

Oh 1 iu thy heart's affliction thou wert strong.

And holy courage did pervade thy woe.

As light the troubled waters ! Be at peace !

Thou whose bright spirit made itself the soul

Of all that were around thee ! And thy life

E'en then was struck and withering at the core !

Farewell ! thy parting look hath on me fallen,

E'en as a gleam of heaven, and I am now
More like what thou hast been. My soul is hush'd;

For a still sense of purer worlds hath sunk

And settled on its depths with that last smUe

A\Tiich from thine eye shone forth. Thou hast

not lived

In vain ! My child, farewell

!

Gon. Surely for thee

Death had no sting, Ximena ! We are blest

To learn one secret of the shadowy pass.

From such an aspect's calmness. Yet once more

I kiss thy pale young cheek, my broken flower !

In token of th' undying love and hope

Whose land is far away. {Exeunt.

Scene IX.

—

The walU of the city.

Hernandez—A few citizens gathered round him.

Her. Why, men have cast the treasures, which

their lives

Had been worn down in gathering, on the pyre

;

Ay, at their household hearths have lit the bi-and,

Even from that shrine of quiet love to bear

The flame which gave their temples and their

homes

In ashes to the winds ! They have done this,

Making a blasted void where once the sun

Look'd upon lovely dwellings ; and from earth

Razing all record that on such a spot

Childhood hath sprung, age faded, misery wept.

And frail humanity knelt before her God

:

They have done this, in their free nobleness,

Rather than see the spoiler's tread pollute

Their holy places. Praise, high praise be theirs,

Who have left man such lessons ! And these things,

Made your own hills their witnesses ! The sky,

Whose arch bends o'er you, and the seas, wherein

Your rivers pour their gold, rejoicing saw

The altar, and the birthplace, and the tomb.

And all memorials of man's heart and faith.

Thus proudly honour'd ! Be ye not outdone

By the departed I Though the godless foe

Be close upon us, we have power to snatch

The spoils of victory from him. Be but strong !

A few bright torches and brief moments yet

Shall baffle his flush'd hope ; and we may die.

Laughing him unto scorn. Rise, follow me I
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And thou, Valencia ! triumph in thy fate

—

The ruin, not the yoke ; and make thy towers

A beacon imto Spain !

Cits. We'll follow thee !

Alas ! for our fair city, and the homes

Wherein we rear'd our children ! But away !

The Moor shall plant no Crescent o'er our fanes !

Voice, (from a tower on the walls.) Succours !

—

Castile ! Castile !

Cits, (rushing to the spot.) It is even so !

Kow blessing be to heaven, for we are saved !

Castile ! Castile !

Voice, (from, the tower.) Line after line of spears.

Lance after lance, upon th' horizon's verge.

Like festal lights from cities bursting up.

Doth skirt the plain. In faith, a noble host

!

Another voice. The Moor hath tum'd him from

our walls, to front

Th' advancing might of Spain !

Cits, (shouting.) Castile ! Castile !

Gonzalez enters, supported by Elmina and

a citizen.

Gon. What shouts of joy are these t

Her. Hail ! chieftain, hail

!

Thus, even in death, 'tis given thee to receive

The conqueror's crown ! Behold our God hath

heard, [come

!

And arm'd himself with vengeance I Lo ! they

The lancea of Castile !

Gon. I knew, I knew,

Thou wouldst not utterly, my God ! forsake

Thy servant in his need ! My blood and tears

Have not sunk vainly to th' attesting earth.

Praise to Thee, thanks and praise, that I have Uved
To see this hour !

Elm. And I, too, bless thy name.

Though thou hast proved me unto agony

!

God !—thou God of chastening !

Voice, (from the tower.) They move on !

1 see the royal banner in the air,

With its emblazou'd towers !

Gon. Go, bring ye forth

The banner of the Cid, and plant it here,

To stream above me, for an answering sign

That the good Cross doth hold its lofty place

Within Valencia still ! What see you now ?

Her. I see a kingdom's might upon its path,

Moving, in terrible magnificence.

Unto revenge and victory ! With the flash

Of knightly swords, up-springing from the ranks,

As meteors fi-om a still and gloomy deep.

And with the waving of ten thousand plumes.

Like a land's harvest in the autumn wind.

And with fierce light, which is not of the sun.

But flung from sheets of steel—it comes, it comes.

The vengeance of our God !

Gon. I hear it now,

The heavy tread of mail-clad multitudes.

Like thunder-showers upon the forest paths.

Her. Ay, earth knows weU the omen of that

sound;

And she hath echoes, like a sepulchre's.

Pent in her secret hollows, to respond

Unto the step of death !

Gon. Hark ! how the wind

Swells proudly with the battle-march of Spain 1

Now the heart feels its power ! A little while

Grant me to live, my God ! What pause is this ?

Her. A deep and dreadful one ! The serried files

Level their speara for combat ; now the hosts

Look on each other in their brooding wrath,

SUent, and face to face.

Voices heard without, chanting.

Calm on the bosom of thy God,

Fair spirit ! rest thee now !

E'en whUe with ours thy footsteps trode

His seal was on thy brow.

Dust, to its narrow house beneath !

*

Soul, to its place on high !

They that have seen thy look in death

No more may fear to die.

Elm. (to Gonzalez.) It is the death-hymn o'er

thy daughter's bier !

But I am calm ; and e'en like gentle winds.

That music, through the stillness of my heart.

Sends mournful peace.

Gon. Oh ! well those solemn tones

Accord with such an hour, for all her life

Breathed of a hero's soul

!

[A sound of trumpets and shouting from, the plain.]

Her. Now, now they close ! Hark ! what a

dull dead sound

Is in the Moorish war-shout ! I have known

Such tones prophetic oft. The shock is given

—

Lo ! they have placed their shields before their

hearts.

And lower'd their lances with the streamers on,

And on their steedsbent forward ! God for Spain

!

The first bright sparks of battle have been struck

From spear to spear, across the gleaming field !

—

There is no sight on which the blue sky looks

To match with this ! 'Tis not the gallant crests.
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Nor banners with their glorious blazonry

;

The Tery nature and high soul of man
Doth now reveal itself

!

Gon. Oh, raise me up,

That I may look upon the noble scene !

—

It will not be !—That this dull mist would pass

Amoment frommy sight ! Whence rose thatshout,

As in fierce triumph 1

Uer. (damping his hands.) Must I look on this 1

The banner sinks
—

'tis taken I

Gon. Whose?

I/er. Castile's

!

Gon. God of Battles !

jE7m. Calm thy noble heart

;

Thou wilt not pass away without thy meed.

Nay, rest thee on my bosom.

Her. Cheer thee yet I

Our knights have spurr'd to rescue. There is now
A whirl, a mingling of all terrible things,

Yet more appalling than the fierce distinctness

WTierewith they moved before ! I see tall plumes

All wildly tossing o'er the battle's tide,

Sway'd by the wrathful motion, and the press

Of desperate men, as cedar boughs by storms.

Many a white streamer there ie dyed with blood.

Many a false corslet broken, many a shield

Pierced through ! Now, shout forSantiago, shout

!

Lo ! javelins with a moment's brightness cleavo

The thickening dust, and barded steeds go down
With their helm'd riders ! Who, but One, can tell

How spirits part amidst that fearful rush

And trampling-on of furious multitudes 1

Gon. Thou'rt silent !—See'st thou more ? My
soul grows dark.

Her. And dark and troubled, as an angry sea,

Dashing some gallant armament in scorn

Against its rocks, is all on which I gaze !

I can but tell thee how tall spears are cross'd.

And lances seem to shiver, and proud helms

To lighten with the stroke ! But round the spot

Where, like a storm-fell'd mast, our standard sank.

The heart of battle bums.

Gon. ^\^lcre is that spot ?

Her. It is beneath the lonely tuft of palms.

That lift their green heads o'er the tumult still.

In calm and stately grace.

Gon. There didst thou say t

Then God is with us, and we must prevail I

For on that spot they died : my children's blood

Calls on th' avenger thence !

' Tliis circumstance is recorded of King Don Alfonso, the

last of ttiat name. He sent to tlie Cid's tomb for the cross

which ttiat warrior was accustomed to wear upon his breast

Mm. They perish'd there !

—And the bright locks that waved so joyously

To the free winds, lay trampled and defiled

Even on that place of death I Merciful

!

Hush the dark thought within me I

Her. {with sudden exultation.) Who is he,

On the white steed, and with the castled helm,

And the gold-broider'd mantle, which doth float

E'en like a sunny cloud above the fight ;
[gleams

And the pale cross, which from his breast-pUte

With star-like radiance 1

Gon. (eagerly.) Didst thou say the cross 1

Her. On his mail'd bosom shines a broad white

cross.

And his long plumage through the dark'ning air

Streams like a snow-wreath.

Gon. That should be

—

Her. The king

!

Was it not told to us how he sent, of late.

To the Cid's tomb, e'en for the silver cross.

Which he who slumbers there was wont to bind

O'er his brave heart in fight ?'

Gon. {springing tip joyfully.) My king ! my king !

Now all good saints for Spain ! My noble king !

And thou art there ! That I might look once more

Upon thy face ! But yet I thank thee, heaven !

That thou hast sent him, from my dying hands

Thus to receive his city !

[He sinls hack into Elmdja's arm*.

Her. He hath clear'd

A pathway midst the combat, and the light

Follows his charge through you close living mass,

E'en as a gleam on some proud vessel's wake

Along the stormy watere ! 'Tis redeem'd

—

The castled banner ; it is flung once more,

In joy and glory, to the sweeping winds !

There seemsawaveringthrough thePaynim hosts

—

Castile doth press them sore—now, now rejoice

!

Gon. What hast thou seen ?

Her. AbduUah falls ! He falls !

The man of blood !—the spoiler !—he hath sunk

In our king's path ! Well hath that royal sword

Avenged thy cause, Gonzalez !

They give way.

The Crescent's van is broken ! On the hills,

And the dark pine-woods, may the infidel

Call vainly, in his agony of fear,

To cover him from vengeance ! Lo ! they fly I

They of the forest and the wilderness

Are scatter'd, e'en as leaves upon the wind I

when he went to battle, and had it made into one for himself,

*' because of the faith which he had, tliat through it be

should obtain the victory."

—

Southkv's Chronicle qfthe CitL
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Woe to the sons of Afric ! Let the plains.

And the vine mountains, and Hesperian seas,

Take their dead unto them !—that blood shallwash

Our soil from stains of bondage.

Gon. (attempting to raise himself.) Set me free !

Come with me forth, for I must greet my king,

After his battle-field !

Her. Oh, blest in death 1

Chosen of heaven, farewell ! Look on the Cross,

And part from earth in peace !

Gon. Now, charge once more \

God is with Spain, and Santiago's sword

Is reddening all the air ! Shout forth "Castile !"

The day is ours ! I go ; but fear ye not

!

For Afrio's lance is broken, and my sons

Have won their fii-st good field ! [He dies.

Elm. Look on me yet

!

Speak one farewell, my husband !—must thy voice

Enter my soul no more ! Thine eye is fix'd

—

Now is my life uprooted—and 'tis well.

\_A aoitnd of triumphant music is heard, and many
Oastilian Knights and Soldiers enter.]

A Cit. Hush your triumphal sounds, although

ye come

E'en as deliverers ! But the noble dead, [hearts

And those that mourn them, claim from human
Deep silent reverence.

[critical annotations on the " SIEGB OF VALENCIA."

*'0f 'The Siege of Valencia' we say little, for we by no means
consider it as tlie happiest of Mrs Hemans's efforts. Not
that it does not-contain , nay, abound with fine passages ; but

the whole wants vigour, coherence, and compression. Tlie

story is meagre, and the dialogue too diffuse."

—

Tlte Kkv. Dr
MoREHEAD in Comtabk't Magazine/or September 1823.

"The 'Tales and Historic Scenes," 'Tlie Sceptic,' 'The
Welsh Melodies," 'The Siegeof Valencia,"and 'The Vespers of

P.alermo," "' says Delta, " may all he referred to this epoch of her

literary career, and are characterised by beauties of a high and
peculiar stamp. With reference to the two latter, it must be

owned, that if the genius of Mrs Hemans was not essentially

dramatic, yet tliat both abound with high and magnificent

bursts of poetry. It was not easy to adapt her fine taste and

uniformly high-toned sentiment to the varied aspects of life

and character necessary to the success of scenic exhibition ;

and she must have been aware of the difiiculties that sur-

rounded her in that path. If these cannot, therefore, be

considered as successful tragedies, they hold their places as

dramatic poems of rich and rare poetic beauty. Indeed, it

would be difficult, from the whole range of Mrs Hemans's

writings, to select any thing more exquisitely conceived, more

skilfully managed, or more energetically written, than the

Monk's tale in 'The Siege of Valencia." The description of his

son, in which he dwells with parental enthusiasm on his

boyish beauty and accomplishments—of his horror at that

son"s renunciation of the Christian faith, and leaguing with

the infidel—and of the twilight encounter, in which he took

the life of his own giving—are all worked out in the loftiest

spirit of poetiy."

—

Bioffraphical Memoir, p. 16-17.

Elm. (rising proudly.) No, swell forth, Castile !

Thy tnmipet music, till the seas and heavens,

And the deep hills, give every stormy note

Echoes to ring through Spain ! How, know ye not

That all array'd for triumph, crown'd and robed

With the strong spirit which hath saved the land.

E'en now a conqueror to his rest is gone ?

Fear not to break that sleep, but let the wind

Swell on with victory's shout !

—

He will not hear

—

Hath earth a sound more sad 1

Her. Lift ye the dead.

And bear him with the banner of his race

Waving above him proudly, as it waved

O'er the Cid's battles, to the tomb wherein

His warrior sires are gather'd. [They raise the body.

Elm. Ay, 'tis thus

Thou shouldst be honour'd ! And I follow thee,

With an unfaltering and a lofty step.

To that last home of glory. She that wears

In her deep heart the memory of thy love, [God

Shall thence draw strength for all things; till the

Whose hand around her hath unpeopled earth,

Looking upon her still and chasten'd soul,

Call it once more to thine !

(To the Castilians.) Awake, I say !

Tambour and trumpet, wake ! And let the land

Through all her mountains hear your funeral peal.

—So should a hero pass to his repose.

[Exeunt omnes.

" 'Tlie Siege ofValencia," 'Tlie Last Constantino,' and other

poems, were published in the course of the year 1823. This

volume was marked by more distinct evidences of originality

than any of Mrs Hemans's previous works. None of her

after poems contain finer bursts of strong, fervid, indignant

poetry tlian 'The Siege of Valencia ;' its story—a thrilling con-

flict between maternal love and the inflexible spirit of cliival

rous honour—afforded to her an admirable opportunity of

giving utterance to the two master interests of her mind.

It is a tale that will bear a second reading—though, it must

be confessed that, as in the case of 'The Vespers of Palermo,"

somewhat of a monotony of colouring is thrown over its

scenes by the unchanged employment of a lofty and enriched

phraseology, which would have gained in emphasis by its be-

ing more sparingly used. Xiniena, too, all glowingand heroic

as she is, stirring up the sinlting hearts of the besieged citizens

with her battle-song of the Cid, and dying as it were of that

strain of triumph—is too spiritual, too saintly, wholly to carry

away the sj-mpathies. Our imagination is kindled by her

splendid, high-toned devotion—our tears are called forth by

the grief of her mother, the stately Elmina, broken down,

but not degraded, by the agony of maternal affection, to

connive at a treachery she is too noble wholly to carry through.

The scenes with her husband are admirable ; some of her

speeches absolutely startle us with their passion and intensity

—the following, for instance :

—

' Love ! love ! thei* are soft smilea and gentle words,' " eto.

—CiiORLSv's MemoriaU ofMrs Ilemans, p. 110-12.

" * The Siege of Valencia ' is a dramatic poem, but not
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intended for repreKntation. The story is extremely simple.

The Moors, who besiege Valencia, take the two sons of the

governor, Gonzalez, captive, as they come to visit their father,

and now the ransom demanded for them is the surrender of

tlie city : they are to die if the place is not yielded up.

Elmina, the mother of the boys, and Ximena, their sister,

are the remaininjr members of a family to which so dreadful

an option is submitted. The jioem is one of the highest merit.

The subject is of great dignity, being connected with the

defence of Spain against the Moors ; and at the same time it

is of the greatest tenderness, offering a succession of the most

moving scenes that can be imagined to occur in the bosom of

a family. The father is firm, the daugliter is heroic, the

mother falters. She finds her way to tlie Moorish camp, sees

her children, forms her plan for betraying the town, and then

is not able to conceal her grief and her design from her hus-

band. He immediately sends a defiance to the Moors, liis

children ar« brought out and beheaded, asortte is made from

tlw besieged city : finally, the king of Spain arrives to the

rescue; the wrongs of Gonzalez are avenged ; he himself dies

in victory ; and the poem closes with a picture of his wife,

moved by the strongest grief, of which she is yet able to re-

strain the expression. The great excellence of the poem lies

in the description of the struggle between the consciousness

of duty and maternal fondness. We believe none but a

mother could liave written it.*'—Profkssor Norton, in

North American Revkic for April -1827.

*' The graceful powers of Mrs Hemans in the same walk

which had been trodden so grandly by Miss Itaillie, were

manifested in her * Vespers of Palermo, and her ' Siege of

Valencia.* The latter is a noble work, and as a poem ranks

with her highest productions, though it is filled too uniformly

perhaps with the spirit of her own mind, to be very distinc-

tively dramatic. It lias indeed variety, but \ess of the variety

of human nature, than of a godlike and exalted nature, which

belongs to few among mankind, and to them, perhaps, only

In strange and terrible crises. The steadfastness of the pater-

nal chieftain , the sterner enthusiasm of the priest, the mother's

maddening affection, and the gentle heroism of the melan-

choly Ximena are drawn with individuality, but it is the in-

dividuality of a common greatness, the apparent appropria-

tion to many of an essence really the same in all. In her

own heart the poetess found this pure essence; and when

she created her Christian patriots at Valencia, slie but trans-

lated herself inter a new dialect of manners and motives. Of
this one elevated material she has, however, made fine dra-

matic use. The language, while faultless in its measured

nuisic, has passion to swell its cadences ; the loftiness is never

languid ; and the fiow of the verse is skilfully broken into the

animated abruptness suitable to earnest dialogue. There are

many, too, of those sudden glimpses of profound truth In

wliich the energy of passion seems to force its rude way. In a
moment, into regions of the heart that philosophy would take

hours to survey with its technical language. Thus, when the

iron-hearted monk is telling the story of his son's disgrace,—

' Klmina. He died ?

HSBNANDRZ. Kot SO !

—Death ! death \ Why, earth abould be a paradUe
To make that name bo fcarflil ! Had he died,

With hLa young Tame about him for a shroud,

I had not leam'd the might of agony

To bring proud natureH low ! No ! he fell off

Why do I t«n thee this ? What right hast thou

To learn how pass'd the glory from my house ?

Yet listen. lie forsook me ! He that was

As mine own soul forsook me !—trampled o'er

The ashes of his sires !—ay, leagued himself

Even with the infldel, the curse of Spain ;

And, for the dark eye of a Moorish maid.

Abjured hU &lth, his God ! Now, talk of death !

'

** Tlie whole of the scene to which the passage belongs, is

moulded in the highest spirit of tragic verse. The bewilder-

ment of the mother betrayed into guilt by overpowering affec*

tion, and the death of the beautiful enthusiast Ximena, are

sketched in a style of excellence httle inferior; and the pecu-

liar powers of Mrs IIenians*s poetry, less dramatic than decla<

matory, have full scope in the spirit-stirring address of the

latter to the fainting host of Valencia, as she lifts in her own
ancient city the banner of the Cid, and recounts the sublime

legend of his martial burial. Spain and its romances formed

the darling theme of Mrs Hemans*s muse ; and before leaving

the subject, she gives us her magnificent series of ballads, the
*' Songs of the Cid," which meet us at the close of the drama,

as if to form an appropriate chorus to the whole."

—

William
Archer Butler, Introductory Notice to National Lyric*

and Songs/or Music. Dublin : 1838.]

MISCELLANEOUS POEMS.

SONG.

FOUNDED OS AK ARABLVS ANECDOTE.

AwAT ! though still thy Bword is red

With life-blood from my sire,

No drop of thine may now be shed

To quench my bosom's fire

;

Though on my heart 'twould fall more blest

Than dews upon the desert's breast.

I've sought thee midst the sons of men.

Through the wide city's fanes

;

I've sought thee by the lion's den,

O'er pathless, boundless plains ;

No step that mark'd the burning waste.

But mine its lonely course hath traced.

Thy name hath been a baleful spell,

O'er my dark spirit cast

;

No thought may dream, no words may tell,

What there unseen hath pass'd :
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This wither'd cheek, this faded eye,

Are seals of thee—behold 1 and fly !

Hath not my cup for thee been pour'd

Beneath the palm-tree's shade ]

Hath not soft sleep thy frame restored

Within my dwelling laid 1

What though unknown—yet who shall rest

Secure—if not the Arab's guest 1

Haste thee ! and leave my threshold-floor

Inviolate and pure !

Let not thy presence tempt me more,

—Man may not thus endure !

Away ! I bear a fetter'd arm,

A heart that bums—but must not harm.

Begone ! outstrip the swift gazelle !

The wind in speed subdue !

Fear cannot fly so swift, so well.

As vengeance shall pursue ;

And hate, like love in parting pain.

Smiles o'er one hope—we meet again !

To-morrow—and th' avenger's hand.

The warrior's dart is free !

E'en now, no spot in all thy land.

Save this, had shelter'd thee
;

Let blood the monarch's hall profane,

—

The Arab's tent must bear no stain !

Fly ! may the desert's fiery blast

Avoid thy secret way !

And sternly, tiU thy steps be past.

Its whirlwinds sleep to-day !

I would not that thy doom should be

Assign'd by heaven to aught but me.

ALP-HORN SONG.

TRANSLATED FROM THE GERMAN OF TIECK.

What dost thou here, brave Swiss 1

Forgett'st thou thus thy native clime

—

The lovely land of thy bright spring-time ?

The land of thy home, with its free delights,

And fresh green valleys and mountain heights ?

Can the stranger's yield thee bliss ?

What welcome cheers thee now 1

Dar'st thou lift thine eye to gaze around ?

Where are the peaks, with their snow-wreaths

crown'd 1

Where is the song, on the wild winds borne.

Or the ringing peal of the joyous horn.

Or the peasant's fearless brow

)

But thy spirit is far away !

Where a greeting waits thee in kindred eyes.

Where thewhiteAlps look throughthe sunny skies.

With the low senn-cabins, and pastures free.

And the sparkling blue of the glacier-sea,

And the summits clothed with day I

Back, noble child of Tell !

Back to the wild and the silent glen.

And the frugal board of peasant-men !

Dost thou seek the friend, the loved one, here t—
Away ! not a true Swiss heart is near.

Against thine own to swell

!

THE CROSS OF THE SOUTH.

[The beautiful constellation of the Cross is seen only in

the southern liemispliere. The following lines are supposed to

be addressed to it by a Spanish traveller in South America.]

In the silence and grandeur of midnight I tread.

Where savannahs in boundless magnificence

spread, [high.

And bearing sublimely their snow-wreaths on

The far Cordilleras unite with the sky.

The fir-tree waves o'er me, the fire-flies' red light

With its quick-glancing splendour illumines the

night;

And I read in each tint of the skies and the earth.

How distant my steps from the land of my birth.

But to thee, as thy lode-stars resplendently bum
In their clear depths of blue, with devotion I turn.

Bright Crossofthe South ! andbeholdingthee shine.

Scarce regret the loved laud of the olive and vine.

Thou recallest the ages when first o'er the main

My fathers unfolded the ensign of Spain,

And planted their faith in the regions that see

Its unperishing symbol emblazon'd in thee.

How oft in their course o'er the oceans unknown,

Where all was mysterious, and awful, and lone.

Hath their spirit been cheer'd by thy light, when
the deep

Reflected its brilliance in tremulous sleep !
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Call down such peace to soothe thy breast,

As thou, wouldst bear to all that mourn.

TO THE SAME;

ON THE DEATH OP HER MOTHER.

Sat not 'tis fruitless, nature's holy tear.

Shed by affection o'er a parent's bier !

More blest than dew on Hermon's brow that falls,

Each drop to life some latent vh-tue calls.

Awakes some purer hope, ordain'd to rise.

By earthly sorrow strengthen'd for the skies;

Till the sad heart, whose pangs exalt its love.

With its lost treasure, seeks a home—above.

But grief will claim her hour,—and He whose eye

Looks pitying down on nature's agony.

He, in whose love the righteous calmly sleep,

Who bids us hope, forbids us not to weep !

He, too, hath wept—and sacred be the woes

Once borne by Him, their inmost source who

knows,

Searches each wound, and bids His Spirit bring

Celestial healing on its dove-like wing !

And who but He shall soothe, when one dread

stroke

Ties, that were fibres of the soul, hath broke ?

Oh ! well may those, yet lingering here, deplore

The vanish'd light, that cheers their path no more

!

Th' Almighty hand, which many a blessing dealt.

Sends its keen arrows not to be unfelt

!

By fire and storm, heaven tries the Christian'sworth.

And joy departs, to wean us from the earth,

Where still too long, with beings bom to die.

Time hath dominion o'er Eternity.

Yet not the less, o'er all the heart hath lost.

Shall Faith rejoice, when Nature grieves the most.

Then comes her triumph ! through the shadowy

gloom,

Her star in glory rises from the tomb.

Mounts to the day-spring, leaves the cloud below.

And gilds the tears that cease not yet to flow !

Yes, all is o'er ! fear, doubt, suspense are fled

—

Let brighter thoughts be with the virtuous dead !

The final ordeal of the soul is past,

And the pale brow is seal'd to heaven at last !

'

1 " Till we have sealed the servants of God in their fore-

lieads."

—

Revelation.

And thou, loved spirit ! for the skies mature.

Steadfast in faith, in meek devotion pure

;

Thou that didst make the home thy presence

bless'd

Bright with the sunshine of thy gentle breast.

Where peace a holy dwelling-place had found,

Whence beara'd her smUe benignantly around

;

Thou, that to bosoms widow'd and bereft

Dear, precious records of thy worth hast left,

The treasured gem of sorro\nng hearts to be.

Till heaven recall surviving love to thee !

cherish'd and revered ! fond memory well

On thee, with sacred, sad delight, may dwell

!

So pure, 80 blest thy life, that Death alone

Could make more perfect happiness thine owti.

He came : thy cup of joy, serenely bright.

Full to the last, still flow'd in cloudless light

;

He came—an angel, bearing from on high

The all it wanted—Immortality !

FROM THE SPANISH OF GARCILASO DE
LA VEGA.

Divine Eliza !—since the sapphire sky

Thou measur'st now on angel wings, and feet

Sandall'd with immortality—oh, why
Of me forgetful 1 Wherefore not entreat

To hurry on the time, when I shall see

The veil of mortal being rent in twain.

And smile that I am free ?

In the third circle of that happy land.

Shall we not seek together, hand in hand.

Another lovelier landscape, a new plain.

Other romantic streams and mountains blue.

And other vales, and a new shady shore.

When I may rest, and ever in my view

Keep thee, without the terror and surprise

Of being simder'd more !

FROM THE ITALLiN OF SANNAZABO.

Oh ! pure and blessed soul.

That, from thy clay's control

Escaped, hast sought and found thy native sphere.

And from thy crystal throne

Look'st down, with smiles alone.

On this vain scene of mortal hope and fear

;
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Thy happy feet have trod

The starry spangled road.

Celestial flocks by field and fountain guiding

;

And from their erring track

Thou charm'st thy shepherds back.

With the soft music of thy gentle chiding.

Oh ! who shall Death withstand

—

Death, whose impartial hand

Levels the lowest plant and loftiest pine !

When shall our cat's again

Drink in so sweet a strain,

Our eyes behold so fiiir a form as thine !

APPEARANCE OF THE SPIRIT OF THE
CAPE TO VASCO DE GAMA.

(TRANSLATKD FROM THE FIFTH BOOK OF THE LUSIAD OF

CAMOEN8.)

PROPrnooa winds our daring bark impell'd

O'er seas which mortal ne'er till then beheld.

When as one eve, devoid of care, we stood

Watching the prow glide swiftly through the flood,

High o'er our heads arose a cloud so vast.

O'er sea and heaven a fearful shade it cast

:

Awful, immense, it came ! so thick, so drear.

Its gloomy grandeur chill'd our hearts with fear,

And the dark billow heaved with distant roar,

Hoarse, as if bursting on some rocky shore.

Thrill'd with amaze, I cried, " Supernal Power !

What mean the omens of this threatening hour !

Wliat the dread mystery of this ocean-clime.

So darkly grand, so fearfully sublime ?"

Scarce had I spoke, when lo ! a mighty form,

Tower'd through the gathering shadows of the

storm

;

Of rude proportions and gigantic size.

Dark features, rugged beard, and deep-sunk eyes

;

Fierce was his gesture, and his tresses flew,

Sable his lips, and earthly pale his hue.

Well may I tell thee that his limbs and height,

In vast dimensions and stupendous might.

Surpassed that wonder, once the sculptor's boast.

The proud Colossus of the Rhodian coast

Deep was his voice—in hollow tones he spoke,

As if from ocean's inmost caves they broke
;

And but that form to view, that voice to hear.

Spread o'er our flesh and hair cold deadly thrills

of fear.

"0 daring band !" he cried, "far, far more bold

Than all whose deeds recording fame has told
;

Adventurous spirits ! whom no bounds of fear

Can teach one pause in rapine's fierce career

;

Since, bursting thus the barriers of the main,

Ye dai'o to violate my lonely reign,

^\Tjere, till this moment, from the birth of time,

No sail e'er broke the solitude sublime :

Since thus ye pierce the veil by Nature thrown

O'er the dark secrets of the Deep Unknown,

Ne'er yet reveal'd to aught of mortal birth,

Howe'er supreme in power, unmatch'd in worth—

•

Hear from my lips what chastisements of fate.

Rash, bold intrudei-s ! on your course await

!

What countless perils, woes of darkest hue.

Haunt the vast main and shores your arms must

yet subdue !

"Know that o'er every bark, whose fearless helm

Invades, like yours, this wide mysterious realm.

Unmeasured ills my arm in wrath shall pour.

And guard with storms my own terrific shore 1

And on the fleet, which first presumes to brave

The dangers throned on this tempestuous wave.

Shall vengeance burst, ere yet a warning fear.

Have time to prophesy desti-uction near !

" Yes, desperate band 1 ifrightmy hopes divine.

Revenge, fierce, full, unequall'd, shall be mine !

Urge yourbold prow, pursue your venturousway

—

Pain, Havoc, Ruin, wait their destined prey !

And your proud vessels, year by year, shall find

(If no false dreams delude my prescient mind)

My wrath so dread in many a fatal storm,

Death shall be deem'd misfortune's mildest form.

"Lo ! wheremy victim comes !—of noble birth.

Of cultured genius, and exalted worth.

With her,' his best beloved, in all her charms.

Pride of his heart, and treasure of his arms !

From foaming waves, from raging winds they fly,

Spared for revenge, reserved for agony 1

Oh ! dark the fate that calls them from their home,

On this rude shore, my savage reign, to roam.

And sternly saves them from a billowy tomb.

For woes more exquisite, more dreadful doom !

—Yes I he shall see the offspring, loved in vain.

Pierced with keen famine, die in lingering pain

;

Shall see fierce Caffres every garment tear.

From her, the soft, the idolised, the fair ;

Shall see those limbs, of nature's finest mould.

Bare to the sultry sun, or midnight cold,

1 Don Emmanuel de Sonsa, and hia wife, L«ODon de Si.
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And, in long wanderings o'er a desert land,

Those tender feet imprint the scorching sand.

" Yet more, yet deeper woe, shall those behold

Who Uve through toUs unequall'd and untold !

On the wild shore, beneath the burning sky.

The hapless pair, exhausted, sink to die !

Bedew the rock with tears of pain intense.

Of bitterest anguish, thrilling every sense;

Till in one last embrace, with mortal throes.

Their struggling spirits mount from anguish to

repose !"

As the dark phantom sternly thus portray'd

Our future ills, in Horror's deepest shade,

—

" Who then art thou f " I cried. " Dread being, tell

Each sense thus bending in amazement's spell
!

"

—With fearful shriek, far echoing o'er the tide.

Writhing his lips and eyes, he thus replied :

" Behold the genius of that secret shore

Where the wind rages and the billows roar—
That stormy Cape, for ages mine alone,

To Pompey, Strabo, Pliny, all unknown !

Far to the southern pole my throne extends,

That hidden rock, which Afric's region ends.

Behold that spirit, whose avenging might.

Whose fiercest wrath your daring deeds excite."

Thus having said, with strange, terrific cries.

The giant-spectre vanish'd from our eyes

;

In sable clouds dissolved—while far around.

Dark ocean's heaving realms his parting yells

resound !

A DIRQK

Weep for the early lost !

—

How many flowers were mingled in the crown

Thus, with the lovely, to the grave gone down.

E'en when life promised most

!

How many hopes have wither'd ! They that bow
To heaven's dread will, feel all its mysteries now.

Did the young mother's eye

Behold her child, and close upon the day.

Ere from its glance th' awakening spirit's ray

In simshine could reply !

—Then look for clouds to dim the fairest morn !

Oh ! strong is faith, if woe like this be borne.

For there is hush'd on earth

A voice of gladness—there is veU'd a face,

Whose parting leaves a dark and silent place

By the once-joyous hearth :

Asmile hath pass'd, which fill'd its homewith light,

A soul, whose beauty made that smile so bright

!

But there u power with faith !

Power, e'en though nature o'er the imtimely grave

Must weep, when God resimies the gem He gave;

For sorrow comes of Death,

And with a yearning heart we linger on, [gone

!

When they, whose glance unlock'd its founts, are

But glory from the dust.

And praise to Him, the merciful, for those

On whose bright memory love may still repose

With an immortal trust

!

Prsiise for the dead, who leave us, when they part.

Such hope as she hath left
—" the pure in heart

!"

1823.

TRANSLATIONS FROM HORACE.

TO VENUS.

BOOK I., ODE XXi

Oh ! leave thine own loved isle.

Bright Queen of Cyprus and the Paphian shores !

And here in Glycera's fair temple smile.

Where vows and incense lavishly she pours.

Waft here thy glowing son ;

Bring Hermes ; let the Nymphs thypath surround.

And youth, imlovely tUl thy gifts be won.

And the light Graces with the zone unbound.

TO HIS ATTENDANT.

BOOK L, ODE xxxnn.

I HATE the Persian's costly pride :

The wreaths with bands of linden tied

—

These, boy, delight me not

;

Nor where the lingering roses bide

Seek thou for me the spot.

For me be naught but myrtle twined

—

The modest myrtle, sweet to bind

Alike thy brows and mine.

While thus I quafi' the bowl, reclined

Beneath th' o'erarching vine.
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TO DELlUa

BOOK n., ODE m.

Firm be thy soul !—serene in power,

When adverse fortune clouds the sky;

Undazzled by the triumph's hour,

Since, DeUus, thou must die

—

Alike, if stUl to grief reaign'd,

Or if, through festal days, 'tis thine

To quaff, in grassy haunts reclined.

The old Falemian wine

—

Haunts where the silvery poplar-boughs

Love with the pine's to blend on high,

And some clear fotmtain brightly flows

In graceful windings by.

There be the rose with beauty iraught,

So soon to fade, so brilliant now

;

There be the wine, the odours brought.

While time and fate allow

!

For thou, resigning to thine heir

Thy halls, thy bowers, thy treasured store.

Must leave that home, those woodlands feir.

On yellow Tiber's shore.

What then avails it, if thou trace

From Inachus thy glorious line?

Or, sprung from some ignoble race,

If not a roof be thine?

Since the dread lot for all must leap

Forth from the dark revolving urn,

And we must tempt the gloomy deep.

Whence exiles ne'er return.

TO THE FOUNTAIN OF BANDUSIA.

BOOK m., ODB zm.

Oh! worthy fragrant gifts of flowers and wine,

Baudusian fount, than crystal fiu: more bright

!

To-morrow shall a sportive kid be thine, [might

:

Whose forehead swells with horns of infant

Ev'n now of love and war he dreams in vain,

Doom'd with his blood thy gelid wave to stain.

Let the red dog-star bum !—his scorching beam

Fierce in resplendence shall molest not thee

!

Still shelter'd from his rays, thybanks, fair stream

!

To the wild flock arovmd thee wandering free.

And the tired oxen from the furrow'd field.

The genial freshness of their breath shall yield.

And thou, bright fount ! ennobled and renown'd

Shalt by thy poet's votive song be made;

Thou and the oak with deathless verdure crown'd.

Whose boughs, a pendant canopy, o'ershade

Those hollow rocks, whence, murmuring many a

tale,

Thy chiming waters pour upon the vale.

TO FAUNUS.

BOOK m., ODE zym.

Faunus ! who lovest the flying nymphs to chase.

Oh, let thy steps with genial influence tread

My sunny fields, and be thy fostering grace

Soft on my nursling groves and borders shed

;

If, at the mellow closing of the year,

A tender kid in sacrifice be thine.

Nor fail the liberal bowls to Venus dear.

Nor clouds of incense to thine antique shrine.

Joyous each flock in meadow herbage plays,

When the December feast returns to thee;

Calmly the ox along the pasture strays,

With festal villagers from toil set free.

Then from the wolf no more the lambs retreat,

Then shower the woods to thee their foliage

round;

And the glad labourer triumphs that his feet

In triple dance have struck the hated ground.



300 DE CHATILLON ; OR, THE CRUSADERS.

DE CHATILLON; OK, THE CRUSADERS.

A TRAGEDY.i

["About this time, Mrs Hemans was engaged in the composition ofanother tragedy, entitled *De ChatUlon, or^ The Cnuaders;*

in which, with that deference to /air criticism which she was always ready to avow, and to act upon, she made it her purpose to

attempt a more compressed style of writing, avoiding that redundancy of poetic diction which had been censured aa the pre-

vailing fault of * The Vespers.* It may possibly be thought that in the composition in question she has fallen into the opposite

extreme of want of elaboration
;
yet, in its present state, it is, perhaps, scarcely amenable to criticism—for, by some strange

accident, the fair copy transcribed by herself was either destroyed or mislaid in some of her subsequent removals, and tlie piece

was long considered as utterly lost. Nearly two years after her death, the original rough MS., with all its hieroglyphical biota

and erasures, was discovered amongst a mass of forgotten papers ; and it lias been a task of no small difficulty to decipher it,

and complete the copy now first given to the world. Allowances must, therefore, be made for the disadvantages under which

it appears,—thus deprived of her own finishing touches, and with no means of ascertaining how far it may differ from the copy

so unaccountably missing."

—

Memoir, p. 80-1.]

DRAMATIS PERSONS.

Rainier de Chatillon, A French Baron.

AvMER, His Brother.

Melech, a Saracen Emir,

Herman, ^

DC MORNAV, I ^"V'^'^-

Gaston, A Vassal 0/ Rainiet*».

Urban, A Priest

Sadi.

MoRAiMA, Daughter qfMekch.

Knights, Arabs, CitizfTis, <$-c.

ACT I.

Scene I.

—

Before the gatet of a city in Paleatine.

Urban, Priests, Citizens, at the gates. Others

lookingfrom the walls above.

Urb. {to a Citizen on the walls above.)

You see their lances glistening ] You can tell

The way they take 1

Oil. Not yet. Their march is slow

;

They have not reach'd the jutting cliff, where first

The mountain path divides.

Urb. And now 1

at. The wood out

—

Shuts o'er their track. Now spears are flashing

It is the banner of De Chatillon.

( Very slow and mournful military music without.)

This way ! they come this way !

Urb. All holy saints [sounds

Grant that they pass us not ! Those martial

Have a strange tone of sadness ! Hark, they swell

Proudly, yet full of sorrow.

Rainier de Chatillon enters with knights,

soldiers, <tc.

Welcome, knights !

Ye bring us timely aid ! men's hearts were fiill

Of doubt and terror. Brave De Chatillon !

True soldier of the Cross ! I welcome thee
;

I greet thee with all blessing I Where thou art

There is deliverance !

Rai. (bending to receive the Priest's blessing)

Holy man, I come
From a lost battle.

Urb. And thou bring'st the heart

Whose spirit yields not to defeat.

Rai. I bring

My father's bier.

Urb. His bier ! I marvel not

To see your brow thus darken'd ! And he died,

As he had lived, in arms ?

Rai. (gloomily) Not, not in arms

—

His war-cry had been silenced. Have ye place

Amidst your ancient knightly sepulchres

For a warrior with his sword ] He bade me bear

His dust to slumber here.

Urb. And it shall sleep

Beside our noblest, while we yet can call

One holy place our own ! Heard you, my lord,

That the fierce Kaled's host is on its march

Against our city 1 [know !

Rai. (with sudden exultation) That were joy to

That were proud joy!—Who told if!—there's a

weight

That must be heaved from off my troubled heart

By the strong tide of battle ! Kaled !—ay,

A gallant name ! How heard you 1

Urb. Nay, it seem'd

As if a breeze first bore the rumour in.

I know not how it rose ; but now it comes

Like fearful truth, and we were sad, thus left

1 First published in Edition of Collected Works, voL ir,

1840.
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Hopelesa of aid or counsel—till wo saw

Jiai. {haslily.) You have my brother here t

Urb. (vnthembarroisment.) We have ; but he

Rai. But he—but he !—Aymer de Chatillon !

The fiery knight—the very soul o' the field

—

Hushing on danger with the joyous step

Of a hunter o'er the hills !— is thott a tone

Wherewith to speak of him ? I heard a tale^

If it bo true—nay, tell me !

Vrb. He is here :

Ask him to tell thee.

Rai. If that tale be true

{He turns suddenly to his companions)

—Follow me, give the noble dead his rites,

And we will have our day of vengeance yet.

Soldiers and friends

!

[Exeunt omnes.

Scene II.

—

A Hall of Oriental architecture,

opening upon gardens. A fountain in the centre.

Aymer de Chatillon, Moraima.

Mor. (bending over a couch on which her brother

is sleeping.)

He sleeps so calmly now ; the soft wind here

Brings in such lulling sounds ! Nay, think you not

This slumber will restore him ? See you not

His cheek's faint glow ? [gave

Aym. (turning away) It was my sword which

The wound he dies from

!

Mot. Dies from ! say not so

!

The brother of my childhood and my youth.

My heart's first friend !—Oli ! I have been too weak,

I have delay'd too long ! He could not sue.

He bade me urge the prayer he would not speak.

And I withheld it ! Christian, set us free

!

You have been gentle with us ! 'tis the weight,

The bitter feeling, of captivity

Which preys upon his life

!

Aym. You would go hence?

Mor. For his sake

!

Aym. You would leave me ! 'Tis too late !

You see it not—you know not, that your voice

Hath power in its low moumfulness to shake

Mine inmost soul ?—that you but look on me,

With the soft darkness of your earnest eyes,

And bid the world fade from me, and call up

A thousand passionate dreams, which WTap my life

As with a troubled cloud 1 The very sound

Of your light step hath made my heart o'erflow.

Even unto aching, with the sudden gush

Of its deep tenderness ! You know it not ?

—Moraima !—speak to me

!

[weep

'

Mor. (covering herself with her veil) I can but

Is it even so 1—this love was bom for tears

!

Aymer ! I can but weep ! (going to leave him, he

detains her) [arms ;

A ym. Hear me, yet hear me ! I was rear'd in

And the proud blast of trumpets, and the shouts

Of banner'd armies—these were joy to me.

Enough of joy ! Till you !—I look'd on you

—

We met where swords were flashing, and the light

Of burning towers glared wildly on the slain—

•

And then

Mot. (hurriedly) Yes ! then you saved me !

Aym. Then I knew.

At once, what springs of deeper happiness

Lay far within my soul ; and they burst forth

Troubled and dash'd with fear—yet sweet! I

loved

!

Moraima ! leave me not

!

Mot. For jis to love !

Oh ! is't not taking sorrow to our hearts,

Binding her there! I know not what I say !

How shall I look upon my brother ? Hark

!

Did he not call? (she goes up to the couch)

Aym. Am I beloved] She wept

With a full heart I I am ! and such deep joy

Is found on earth ! If I should lose her now

!

If aught—

—

[an attendant enters.

(To attendant) You seek me !—why is this 1

Alt. My lord.

Your brother and his knights

Aym. Here! are they here?

The knights—my brother, saidst thou ?

Att. Yes, my lord.

And he would speak with you.

Aym. I see—I know

—

['tis vain,

(To attendant) Leave mo ! I know why he is come

:

They shall not part us

!

(Looking bach on Moraima as he goes out)

What a silent grace

Floatsround her form ! They shall not partus ! no

!

[Exit—iScene closes.

Scene III.

—

A square of the city—a church in the

background.

Rainier de Chatillon.

Rai. (walking to and fro impatiently)

And now, too ! now ! My father imavenged,

Our holy places threaten'd, every heart

To-sk'd to its strength ' A knight of Palestine

Now to turn dreamer, to melt down his soul

In love-lorn sighs ; and for an infidel

!

—Will he lift up his eyes to look on minel

Will ho not hush

!
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Atmeb eaters. (They look on each other for a

moment without speaking.)

Sai. (suppressing his emotion.) So brothers

meet ! You know

Wherefore I come f

Aym. It cannot be; 'tis vain.

Tell me not of it

!

Rai. How ! you have not heard 1

(Turning from him)

He hath so shut the world out with his dreams,

The tidings have not reach'd him ! or perchance

Have been forgotten ! You have captives here 1

Aym. (hurriedly.) Yes, mine! my own—won by

the right of arms !

You dare not question it.

Rai. A prince, they say.

And his fair sister :

—

is the maid so fair ?

Aym. (turning suddenly upon him.)

What, you would see her

!

Rai. (scornfully.) I !—oh, yes ! to quell

My soul's deep yearnings ! Let me look on swords.

Boy, boy ! recall yourself !—I come to you

With the last blessing of our father

!

Aym. Last

!

His last !—how mean you? Is he

Rai. Dead!—yes! dead.

He died upon my breast.

Aym. (with the deepest emotion.) And I was here/

Dead !—and upon your breast ! Tou closed his

eyes

—

While I—he spojce of me ?

Rai. With such deep love

!

He ever loved you most ! His spirit seem'd

To linger for your coming.

Aym. What ! he thought

That I was on my way I He look'd for me 1

And I

Rai. You came not ! I had sent to you.

And told you he was wounded.

Aym. Yes—but not—
Kot mortally I

Rai. 'Twas not that outward wound—
2%a< might have closed; and yet he surelythought

That you would come to him ! He call'd on you

When his thoughts wander'd ! Ay, the very night.

The very hour he died, some hasty step.

Enter'd his chamber—and he raised his head.

With a faint lightning in liis eyes, and ask'd

If itwereyours ! That hope'sbriefmoment pa-ss'd—

•

He sank then.

Aym. (throwing himself upon his brother's neck.)

Brother I take me to his grave.

That I may kneel there, till my burning tears.

With the strong passion of repentant love,

Wring forth a voice to pardon me !

Rai. You weep

!

Tears for the garlands on a maiden's grave

!

You know not how he died !

Aym. Not of his wound 1

Rai. His wound !—it isthe silent spirit'swound,

We cannot reach to heal ! One burning thoxight

Prey'd on his heart.

Aym. Not—not—he had not heard—
He bless'd me, Rainier ]

Rai. Have you flung away

Yourbirthright? Yes! hebless'dyou!—buthedied

—Hewhose namestood for Victory's—he believed

The ancient honour from hia^gray head fall'n.

And died—he died of shame !

Aym. What feverish dream

—

Rai. (vehemently.) Was it not lost, the warrior's

latest field.

The noble city held for Palestine

Taken—the Cross laid low ! I came too late

To turn the tide of that disastrous fight.

But not to rescue him. We bore him thence

Wounded, upon his shield

A ym. And I was here I

Rai. He cast one lookback on hisburningtowers.

Then threw the red sword of a hundred fields

To the earth—and hid his face ! I knew, I knew

His heart was broken ! Such a death for him t

—The wasting—the sick loathing of the sun

—

Let the foe's charger trample out my life.

Let me not die of shame I But we will have

—

Aym. (gra3pinghishandeagerIy.)Yea'. vengeance!

Rai. Vengeance ! By the dying once.

And once before the dead, and yet once more

Alone with heaven's bright stars, I took that vow

For both his sons ! Think of it, when the night

Is dark around you, and in festive halls

Keep your soul hush'd, and think of it

!

A low Chant offemale voices, heardfrom behind

the scenes.

Fall'n is the flower of Islam's race !

Break ye the lance he bore.

And loose his war-steed from its place

:

He is no more

—

Single voice. No more !

Weep for him mother, sister, bride !

He died, with all his fame

—

Single voice. He died !

A ym. (Pointing to a palace, and eagerly speaking

to his attendant, who enters.)

Came it notthence ! Rudolf, what sounds are these ?
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Att. The Moslem prince, yourcaptive—heisdead

:

It is the mouruers' wail for him.

Aym. And she

—

His sister—heard you—did they say she wept 1

[Hurrying away.

Rai. (indignantly.) All the deep stirring tones

of honour's voice

In a moment silenced ! [Solemn military music.

(A funeral procession, toith priests, dc, crosses the

background to enter the church.)

Rai. {following Atjieb and grasping his arm.)

Aymer ! there—look there !

It is your father's bier !

Aym. (returning.) He bless'd me, Rainier]

You heard him blessmo 1 Yes! yo« closed his eyes:

He look'd for me in vain I

[He goes to the bier, and bends over it, cover-

ing his fcux.

ACT II.

Scene L—A room in the Citadel.

Rainier, Atmer, Knights, assembled in council,

A Knight. What! with our weary and distracted

bands

To dare another field ! Nay, give them rest.

Rai. (impatiently.) Rest ! and that sleepless

thought

Knight. These walls have strength

To baffle siege. Let the foe gird us in—
We must wait aid ; our soldiers must forget

That la-st disastrous day. [combat's press

Rai. (coming forward) If they forget it, in the

May their spears fail them !

Knight. Yet, bethink thee, chief.

Rai. When / forget it how I you see not,

knights I [your thoughts

Whence we must now draw strength. Send down
Into the very depths of grief and shame.

And bring back courage thence I To talk of rest I

How do they rest, unbiu-ied on their field.

Our brethren slain by Gaza 1 Had we time

To give them funeral rites ? and ask we now
Time to forget their fall ! My father died^

I cannot speak of him ! What ! and forget

The infidel's fierce trampling o'er our dead 1

Forget his scornful shout ] Give battle now.

While the thought lives as fire lives !

—

there lies

strength I

Hold thedark memory fast ! Now,now—this hourl

—Aymer, you do not speak !

A ym. (starting.) Have I not said 1

Battle !—yes, give us battle !—room to pour

The troubled spirit forth upon the winds.

With the trumpet's ringing blast ! Way forremorse 1

Free way for vengeance !

All the Knights. Arm ! Heaven wills it so !

Rai. Gather your forces to the western gate !

Let none forget that day ! Our field was lost.

Our city's strength laid low—one mighty heart

Broken I Let none forget it 1 [£xemU.

Scene II.

—

Garden of a Palace.

MORAIMA.

Mor. Yes ! his last look—mybrother's dyinglook

Reproach'd me as it faded from his face.

And I deserved it ! Had I not given way

To the wild guilty pleadings of my heart,

I might have won his freedom ! Now, 'tis past.

He is free now !

Atmer enters, armed as for battle.

Aymer ! you look so changed !

Aym. Changed!—it may be. A storm o' the

soul goes by

Not like a breeze 1 There's such a fearful grasp

Fix'd on my heart ! Speak to me—lull remorse/

Bid me farewell 1

Mor. Yes ! it mitst be farewell

!

No other word but that.

A ym. No other word !

The passionate, burning words that I could pour

From my heart's depths ! 'Tis madness ! Wiat
have I

To do with love 1 I see it all—the mist

Is gone—the bright mist gone ! I see the woe,

The ruin, the despair ! Alid yet I love.

Love wildly, fatally ! But speak to me !

Fill all my soul once more with reckless joy !

That bles.sdd voice again !

Mor. Why, why is this 1

Oh ! send me to my father ! We must part

Aym. Part!—yes, I know it all ! I could not go

Till I had seen you I Give me one farewell.

The last—perchance the last !—but one farewell,

Whoso mournful music I may take with me
Through tumult, horror, death I

[A distant sound of trumpets.

Mor. (starting.) You go to battle

!

Aym. Hear you not that sound

!

Yes ! I go there, where dai-k and stormy thoughts

Find their free path !
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Mor. Aymer ! who leads the foe \ [is he,

(ConfvMd.) I meant—I mean—my people I Who
My people's leader ? [you seem—
Aym. Kaled, {Looking at her suspiciouslt/.) How!

The name disturbs you !

Mor. My last brother's name !

Aym. Fear not my sword for him !

Mor. (turning away. If they should meet

!

I know the vow he made.

(To Atmeb.) If thou—if thou

Shouldst fall

!

Aym. Moraima ! then your bless6d tears

Would flow for me^ then you would weep for me?

Mor. I must weep tears of very shame ; and

yet—
If—ifyour words have been love's own true words.

Grant me one boon ! [Trumpet sounds again.

Aym. Hark ! I must hence. A boon !

Ask it, and hold its memory to your heart,

As the last token, it may be, of love

So deep and sad.

Mor. Pledge me your knightly faith !

Aym. My knightly faith,my life,my honour—all,

I pledge thee all to grant it

!

Mor. Then, to-day.

Go not this day to battle ! He is there.

My brother Kaled !

Aym. (wildly.) Have I flung my sword

Down to dishonour ?

[Going to leave her—she detains Mm.
Mor. Oh ! your name hath stirr'd

His soul amids't his tents, and he had vow'd.

Long ere we met, to cross his sword with yours.

Till one or both should fall. There hath been

death

Since then, amongst us ; he will seek revenge.

And his revenge—forgive me !—oh ! forgive !

—I could not bear that thought

!

Aym. Now must the glance

Of a brave man strike me to the very dust !

Ay, this is shame. [Covering his face.

(Turning wildly to Moraima.)

You scorn me too? Away !—She does not know
What she hath done ! [Rushes out.

Scene III.

—

Before a gateway wiihiA the city.

RAim^n, Heruan, Knights, Menrat-arms, &c.

Her. 'Tis past the hour. [hour

—

Rai. (looking out anxiously.) Away ! 'tis not the

Not yet ! When was the battle's hour delay'd

For a Chatillon 1 We must have come too soon

!

All are not here.

Her. Yes, all

!

Rai. They came too soon !

[Going up to the knights.

Couci, De Foix, Du Mornay—here, all here !

And he the last !

—

my brother !

(To a Soldier.) Where's your lord ?

(Turning away.) Why should I ask, when that

fair Infidel

Atmeb emteri.

The Saracen at our gates^and you the last

!

Come on, remember all your fame ! [fame !

Aym. (coming forward in great agitation.) My
—Why did you save me from the Paynim's sword,

In my first battle ?

Rai. What wild words are these ? [then I

Aym. You should have let me perish then—^yea.

Go to your field and leave me !

Knights, (thronging round him.) Leave you !

Rai. Aymer !

Was it your voice ?

Aym. Now talk to me of fame !

Tell me of all my warlike ancestors,

And of my father's death—that bitter death !

Never did pilgrim for the fountains thirst

As I for this day's vengeance ! To your field !

—I may not go ! [borne

Rai. (tw-ningfrom him.) The name his race hath

Through a thousand battles—lost

!

(Returning to Aymer.) A Chatillon !

Will you live and wed dishonour ?

Aym. (covering his face.) Let the grave

Take me and cover me ! I must go down

To its rest without my sword ! [brother !

Rai. There's some dark spell upon him ! Aymer,

Let me not die of shame ! He that died so

Turn'd sickening from the sun !

Aym. Where should I turn?

[Going up abruptly to the knights.

Herman—Du Mornay ! ye have stood with me

r the battle's front—ye know me ! ye have seen

The fiery joy of danger bear me on

As a wind the arrow ! Leave me now—'tis past

!

Rai. (mth bitterness.) He comes from her/—the

infidel hath smiled,

Doubtless, for this.

Aym. I should have been to-day

Where shafts fly thickest, and the crossing swords

Cannot flash out for blood !—Hark ! you are call'd

!

[Wild Turkish music heard without. The

background of the scene becomes more and

more crowded with armed men.
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Lay lanoe in rest !—wave, noble banners ! wave I

[Throwing down his tword.

Go from mo I—leave the fallen !

Jler. Nay, but the cause 1

Tell us the cause !

Rai. {approaching him indignantly.

)

Your sword—your crested helm [name

And your knight's mantle—cast them down ! your

Is in the dust !—our father's name I The cause ?

—Tell it not, tell it not

!

\Tuming to the soldiers and waving his hand.

Sound, trumpets ! sound !

On, lances ! for the Cross !

[Military music. As the knights march out,

he looks back at Atmer.

I would not now

Call back my noble father from the dead.

If I could with but a breath !—Sound, trumpets,

sound ! [Exeunt knights and soldiers.

Aym. Why shoiild I bear this shame 1 'tis not

too late !

[Rushing after them, he suddenly checks himself.

My faith ! my knightly faith pledged to my fall

!

[Exit.

Scene IV. Before a Church.

Groups of Citizens passing to and fro. Atmeb

standing against one of the pillars of the church

in the background, and leaning on his sword.

\sl Clt. {to 2d.) From the walls, how goes the

battle ?

2d. Cit. Well, aU well.

Praise to the Saints ! I saw De Chatillon

Fighting, as if upon his single arm

The fate o' the day were set.

Sd. Cit. Shame light on those

That strike not with him in their place !

1st Cit. You mean

His brother 1 Ay, is't not a fearful thing

That one of such a race—a brave one too

—

Should have thus fallen 1

2d Cit. They Sivy the captive girl

Whom he so loved, hath won him from his faith

To the vile Paynim creed. [say thai f

Aym. {suddenly coming forward.) Who dares

Show me who dares say that

!

[They shrink back—he laughs scornfully.

Ha ! ha ! ye thought

To play with a sleeper's name !—to make your

mirth

As low-bom men sit by a tomb, and jest

O'er a dead warrior I Where's the slanderer ]

I

A CmzEX enters hastily.

Cit. Haste to the walls ! De Chatillon hath slain

The Paynim chief

!

[T/iey all go out.

Aym. Why should they shrink? I, I should

ask the night

To cover me ! I that have flung my name
Away to scorn ! Hush ! am I not alone 1

[Listening eagerly.

There's a voice calling me—a voice i' the air

—

My father's 1

—
'Twas my father's ! Are the dead,

Unseen, yet with us ? Fearful

!

{Loud sfuyuts vnthout, he rushesforward exultingly.)

'Tis the shout

Of victory! We have triumph'd !

—

Wei my place

Is midst the fallen !

[Mutic heard, which approaches, swelling into

a triumphant march. Knights enter in

procession, with banner's, torch-bearers, (tc.

The gates of the church are thrown open, and
the altar, tombs, <tc. within, are seen illumi-

noted. Kniijhts pass over, and enter the

church. One of them takes a torch, and lifts

it to Atmeb's face in passing. He strikes it

dawn with a sword ; then, seeing Rainieb

approach, drops the sword, and covers hisface.

Aym. {grasping Rainier by the mantle, as he is

about to pass.)

Brother ! forsake me not

!

Rai. {suddenly drawing his sword, and showing

it him.) My sword is red [hilt

!

With victory and revenge I Look—dyed to the

—We fought—and where were you ^

A ym. Forsake me not

!

Rai. {pointing with his tword to the tombs within

the church.) [dead,

Those are proud tombs ! The dead, the glorious

Think you they sleep, and know not of their sons

In the mysterious grave ? We laid him there !

—Before the ashes of your father, speak I

Have you abjured your faith ?

Aym. (indignantly.) Your name is mine—your

blood—and you ask this I

Wake him to hear me answer !—Have you 1 No I

—You have not dared to think it.

[Breajcs from him, and goes out.

Rai. {entering the church, and bending over one

of the tombs.) Not yet lost

!

Not yet all lost I He shall be thine again !

So shalt thou sleep in peace 1

I
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Mitsic and Chorus of Voicesfrom the chureh.

Praise, praise to heaven !

Sing of the conquer'd field, the Paynim flying, —
Light up the shrines, and bid the banners wave!

Sing of the warrior for the red-cross dying

—

Chant a proud requiem o'er his holy grave !

Praise, praise to heaven ! [sky !

Praise !—lift the song through night's resounding

Peace to the valiant for the Cross that die !

Sleep soft, ye brave !

ACT III.

Scene I.

—

A platform before the Citadel.

Knights entering.

Her. {to one of the Knights.) You would plead

for him 1

Knight. Nay, remember all

His past renown !

Her. I had a friend in youth

—

This Aymer's father had him shamed for less

Than his son's fault—far less !

We must accuse him ;—he must have his shield

Reversed—his name degraded.

Knight. He might yet

—

All the Knights. Must his shame cleave to us 1

We cast him forth

—

We will not bear it.

Rainier enters.

Rai. Knights ! ye speak of him—
My brother—was't not so 1 All silent ! Nay,

Give your thoughts breath I What said ye 1

Ber. That his name

Must be degraded.

Rai. Silence ! ye disturb

The dead. Thou hear'st, my father 1

\Qoing up indignantly to the Knights.

Which of ye

Shall first accuse him ? He, whose bold step won

The breach at Ascalon ere Aymer's step,

Let him speak first !

He that plimged deeper through the stormy fight.

Thence to redeem the banner of the Cross,

On Cairo's plain, let him speak first ! Or he

Whose sword burst swifter o'er the Sai'acen,

r the rescue of our king, by Jordan's waves

—

I say, let him speak first

!

Her. Is ho not an apostate ?

Rai. No, no, no !

If he were that, had my life's blood that taint.

This hand should pour it out ! He is not that.

Her. Not yet.

Rai. Not yet, nor ever ! Let me die

In a lost battle first

!

Her. Hath he let go

Name—kindred—honour—for an infidel.

And will he grasp his faith '!

Rai. {after a gloomy pause.)

Thatwhich bears poison—should it not be crush'dl

What though the weed look lovely ?

[Suddenly addressing Du Mobnat.

You have seen

My native halls, Du Momay, far away

In Languedoc 1

Du Mor. I was your father's friend

—

I knew them well. [hangs

—

Rai. {thoughtfully) The weight of gloom that

The very banners seem to droop with it— [now,

O'er some of those old rooms ! Were we there

With a dull wind heaving the pale tapestries,

Why, I could tell you

[Coming closer to Du Mornat.

There's a dark-red spot

Grain'd in the floor of one—you know the tale ?

Du Mor. I may have heard it by the winter fires,

—Now 'tis of things gone by. [give

Rai. {turningfrom him displeased.) Such legends

Some minds a deeper tone.

(To Herman.) If you had heard

That tale i' the shadowy tower

Her. Nay, tell it now ! [sounds

Rai. They say the place is haunted—moaning

Come thenceatmidnight—soundsofwoman's voice.

Her. And you believe

Rai. I but believe the deed

Done there of old. I had an ancestoi^—

Bertrand, the lion-chief—whose son went forth

(A younger son—I am not of his line)

To the wars of Palestine. He fought there well

—

Ay, all his race were brave ; but he retum'd.

And with a Paynim bride.

Her. The recreant !—say.

How bore your ancestor 1

Rai. Well may you think

It chafed him—but he bore it—for the love

Of that fair son, the child of his old age.

He pined in heart, yet gave the infidel

A place in his own halls.

Her. But did this last?

Rai. How should it last 1 Again the trumpet

blew, [guard

And men were summon'd from their homes to

The city of the Cross. But Ae seem'd cold

—

That youth ! He shunn'd his father's eye, andtook

No armoiu' from the walls.
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Her. Had he then fallen 1

Was his faith wavering %

Bai. So the father fear'd.

Her. If / had been that father

Jiai. Ay, yoa come done ?

Of an honour d Uncage. What would you have

Her. Nay, what did he ?

Rai. What did the lion-chief?

[Turning to Du Mornat.

Why, thon hast seen the very spot of blood

On the dark floor ! He slew the Paynim bride.

Was it not well \ (He looks at them attentively, and

03 he goes out exclaims—

)

My brother must not fall

!

Scene 11.—A deserted Turkish burying-ground in

the city—tomhs and stones orerthrown—<Ae

whole shaded by dark cypress-trees.

JUor. {leaning over a monumental pillar, which

has been lately raised.)

He is at rest ;—and I !—is there no power

In grief to win forgiveness from the dead t

When shall I rest ! Hark! a step—Aymer'sstcp!

The thrilling sound !

[She shrinks back as reproaching herself.

To feel t!uU joy even here I

Brother ! oh, pardon me !

Rai. (entering, and slowly looking round.)

A gloomy scene

!

A place for Is she not an infidel 1

Who shall dare call it murder

!

[He advances to her slowly, and looks at her.

She is fair

—

The deepercause ! Maid, have you thoughtof death

Midst these old tombs ]

Mor. (shrinkingfrom him, fearfidly.) This is my
brother's grave. [closed

Rai. Thy brother's ! That a warrior's grave had

O'er mine—the free and noble knight he was !

Ay, that the desert-sands had shrouded him

Before he look'd on thee !

Mor. If you are his—
If Aymer's brother—though your brow be dark,

I may not fear you !

Rai. No ] why, thou shouldst fear

Tlie very dust o' the mouldering sepulchre.

If it had lived, and borne his name on earth !

Hear'st thou ?—that dust hath etirr'd, and found

a voice.

And said that thou must die !

Mor. (clinging to the pillar as he approaches.)

Bo with me, heaven !

You will not murder me t

Rai. (turning away.) A goodly word

To join with a warriort name !—a sound to make
Men's flesh creep. What !—for Paynim blood

Did he stand faltering thus—my ancestor

—

In that old tower ?

[He again approaches her—she falls on her knees.

Mor. So yoimg, and thus to die !

Mercy—have mercy ! In your own far land

If there be love that weeps and watches for you,

And follows you with prayer—even by that love

Spare me—for it is woman's ! If light steps

Have bounded there to meet you, clinging arms

Hung on your neck, fond tears o'ei'fiow'd your

cheek.

Think upon those that loved you thus, for thus

Dothwoman love ! andspare me !—thiukon them;

They, too, may yet need mercy ! Aymer, Aymer !

Wilt thou not hear and aid me?

Rai. (starting.) There's a name
To bring back strength ! Shall I not strike to save

His honour and his life ! Were his life all

Mor. To save his Ufe and honour !—wiU my
death

[She rises and stands before him, covering her

face hurriedly.

Do it with one stroke ! I may not live for him !

Rai. (with surprise.) A woman meet death thus !

Mor. (uncovering her eyes.) Yet one thing more

—

I have sisters and a father. Christian knight

!

Oh ! by your mother's memory, let them know

I died with a name unstain'd.

Rai. (softened and surprised.)

And such high thoughts from her.'—an infidel

!

And she named my mother !—Once in early youth

From the wild waves I snatch'd a woman's life ;

My mother bless'd me for it (slowly dropping hit

dagger)—even with tears

She bless'd me. Stay, are there no other means?

(Suddenly recollecting himself.) Follow me, maiden !

Fear not now.

Mor. But he

—

But Aymer

—

Rai. (sternly.) Wouldst thou perish? Name
him not !

—

[thoughts

Look not as if thou wouldst 1 Think'st thou dark

Are blown away like dew-drops ? or I, like him,

A leaf to shake and turn i' the changing wind ?

Follow me, and beware t

[5^e Smrfs over the tomb for a moment, and

follows him.

Aymer enters, and slowly comesforwardfrom the

background.
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Aym. Forthe last time—yes! it must be the last!

Earth and heaven say—the last ! The very dead

Rise up to part us ! But one look—and then

She must go hence for ever I Will she weep

!

It had been little to have ditd for her

—

I have borne shame.

She shall know all ! Moraima ! Said they not

She would bo found here at her brother's grave 1

Whereshouldshego? Moraima! There'sthe print

Of her step—what gleams beside it ]

(Seeinrj the dagger, he takes it tip.) Ha ! men work

Dark deeds with things like this !

[Looking wildly and anxiously around.

I see no blood !

[Looking at the dagger.

Stain'd !—it may be from battle ; 'tis not—wet.

[Looks round, intently listening; then again

examines the spot.

Ha !—what is this 1 another step in the grass !

—

Hers and another's step !

[He rushet into the cypress-grove.

Scene IH.—A hall in the citadel, hung with arms

and banners.

Rainieb, Herman—Knights in the background,

laying aside their armour.

Her. (coming forward and speaking hurriedly.)

Is it done ? Have you done it ?

Eai. (with disgust.) What ! you thirst

For blood so deeply ?

Her. (indignantly.) Have you struck, and saved

The honour of your house 1 [soul

Rai. (thoughtfully to himself.) The light i' the

Is such a wavering thing ! Have I done well ?

(To Herman.)

Ask me not ! Never shall they meet again.

Is 't not enough ?

Atmer enters hurriedly with the dagger, and goes

up with it to several of the knights, who begin

to gather round tlie front.

Aym. Whose is this dagger!

Rai. (comingforward and taking it.) Mine.

Aym. Yours ! yours !—and know you where

—

Rai. (about to sJieath it, but stopping.) Oh ! you

do well

So to remind me ! Yes I it must have lain

In the Moslem burial-ground—and that viledust-
Hence with it ! 'tis defiled. [T/irows it from him.

Aym. If such a deed

Brother ! where is she ?

Rai. Who ?—what knight hath lost

A Ladye-love 1

Aym. Could he speak thus, and wear

That scornful calm, if No ! he is not calm.

What have you done 1

Rai. (aside.) Yes ! she shall die to him !

Aym. (grasping his arm.) What have you done?

—speak

!

Rai. You should know the tale

Of our dark ancestor, the Lion-Chief,

And his son's bride.

Aym. Man ! man ! you murder'd her !

[Sinking back.

It grows so dark aroiind me I She is dead I

(
Wildly.) ni not believe it ! No ! she never look'd

Like what could die ! [Goes up to his brother.

If you have done that deed

Rai. (sternly.) If I have done it, I have flung ofi

shame

From my brave father's house !

Aym. (in a low voice to himself.)

So young, and dead !—because I loved her—dead I

(To Rainier.)

Where is she, murderer t Let me see her face.

You think to hide it with the dust !—ha I ha !

The dust to cover her I We'll mock you still

:

If I call her back, she'll come ! Where is she %—
speak !

Now, by my father's tomb ! but I am calm.

Rai. Never more hope to see her !

Aym. Never more

!

[Sitting down on the ground.

I loved her, so she peiish'd !—All the earth

Hath not another voice to reach my soul.

Now hers is silent ! Never, never more !

If she had but said farewell !

—

(Bewildered.) It

grows so dark ! [I shall wake.

This is some fearful dream. When the mom comes

My life's bright hours are done !

Rai. I must be firm.

(Takes a bannerfrom the wall, and brings it to

Atmeb.)

Have you forgotten this ? We thought it lost.

But it rose proudly waving o'er the fight

In a warrior's hand again ! Yoxirs, Aymer ! yours

!

Brother ! redeem your fame !

Aym. (putting itfrom him.) The worthless thing

!

Fame ! She is dead !—give a king's robe to one

Stretch'don the rack ! Hence with your pageantries

Down to the dust

!

Her. The banner of the Cross I

Shame on the recreant ! Cast him from us

!

Rai. Boy!
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Degenerate boy ! Here, with the trophies won
By the sainted chiefs of old in Paynim war

Above you and around ; the vei-y air,

When it but shakes their armour on the walls.

Murmuring of glorious deeds ; to sit and weep

Here for an Infidel ! My father's sou.

Shame ! shame I deep shame

!

Kniyhts. Aymer de Chatillon !

Go from us, leave us !

Aym. {atartiiig up.) Leave you! what! yethought

That I would stay to breathe the air you breathe!

—

And fight by you ! Murderere ! I burst all ties

!

[Throwa hi» sword on the ground before them.

There's not a thing of the desert half so free !

(To Rainier.)

You have no brother! Live to need the love

Of a human heart, and steep your soul in fame

To still its restless yearnings ! Die alone !

Midst all your pomps and trophies—die alone !

[Oloing out, he suddetUy returm.

Did she not call on me to succour her 1

Kneel to you—plead for lifel The Voice of Blood

Follow you to your grave ! [Exit.

Sai. (with emotion.) Alas I my brother!

The time hath been, when in the face of Death

I have bid him leave me, and he would not

!

(Turning to the Knights.) Knights !

The Soldan marches for Jerusalem

—

We'll meet him on the wav.

ACT IV.

ScEiiE I.

—

Camp of Melech, the Saracen Emir.

Melech, Sadi, Soldiers.

Mel. Yes ! he I mean—Rainier de Chatillon !

Go, send swift riders o'er the mountains forth.

And through the deserts, to proclaim the price

I set upon his life !

Sadi. Thou gav'st the word

Before ; it hath been done—they are gone forth.

Mel. Would that my soul could wing them !

Didst thou heed

To say his life I I'll have my own revenge !

Yes ! I would save him fi-om another's hand !

Thou said'st he must be brought alive ?

Sadi. I heai'd

Thy will, and 1 obey'd.

Mel. He slew my son

—

That was in battle—but to shed her blood !

My child Moraima's ! Could he see and strike her 1

A Christian see her face, too ! Froni my house

The crown is gone ! Who brought the tale

!

Sadi. A slave

Of your late son's, escaped.

Mel. Have I a son

Left ! speak, the slave of which ! Kaled is gone

—

And Octar gone—both, both are fallen

—

Both my young stately trees, and she my flower

—

No hand but mine shall be upon hira, none !

—

[A sound offestive music without.

What mean they there? [An attendant enters.

Att. Tidings of joy, my chief!

Mel. Joy !—is the Christian taken ?

MoRAiMA enters, and throws herself into his arms.

Mor. Father ! Father

!

I did not think this world had yet so much

Of aught like happiness !

Mel. My own fair child !

Is it on tJtee I look indeed, my child 1

[Turning to attendants.

Away, there !—gaze not on us ! Do I hold

Thee in my arms! They told me thou wert slain.

Rainier de Chatillon, they said

Mor. (hurriedly.) Oh, no !

Twas ho that sent thee back thy child, my father.

Mel. He! why, his brother Aymer still refuged

A monai'ch's i-ansom for thee 1

Mor. (with a momentary delight.) Did he thus 1

[Suddenly checking herself.

—Yes ! I knew well ! Oh ! do not speak of him

!

Mel. What ! hath he ^vrong'd thee ? Thou hast

suffer'd much [child.

Amongst these Christians ! Thou art changed, my
There's a dim shadow in thine eye, where once

But they shall pay me back for all thy teai-s

With their best blood.

Mor. (alarmed.) Father ! not so, not so !

They still were gentle with me. But I sat

And watch'd beside my dying brother's couch

Through many days : and I have wept since then

—

Wept much.

Mel. Thy dying brother's couch !—yes, thou

Wert ever true and kind.

Mor. (covering her face.) Oh ! praise me not

!

Look gently on me, or I sink to earth

;

Not thus ! [worn :

Mel. No praise ! thou'rt faint, my child, and

The length of way hath

Mor. (eagerly.) Yes ! the way was long.

The desert's wind breath'd o'er me. Could I rest ?

Mel. Yes ! thou shalt rest within thy father's tent.

Follow me, gentle child ! Thou look'st so changed.

Mor. (hurriedly.) The weary way,—the desert's

burning wind

[Laying her hand on him as she goes out.
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Think thou no evil of those Christians, father !
—

They were still kind.

Scene II.

—

Before a Fortress amongst Rocks, with

a Desert beyond.—Military Music.

Rainier de Chatxllon—Knights and Soldiers.

Mai. They speak of trace t

The Kniyhts. Even so. Of truce between

The Soldau and our King.

Rai. Let him who fears

Lest the close helm should wear his locks away,

Cry " truce," and cast it off. I have no will

To change mine armour for a masquer's robe.

And sit at festivals. Halt, lances, there

!

Warriora and brethren ! hear. I own no ti'uce

—

I hold my life but as a weapon now
Against the infidel ! He shall not reap

His field, nor gather of his vine, nor pray

To his false gods—no! save by trembling stealth.

Whilst I can grasp a sword ! Wherefore, noble

friends.

Think not of truce with me !—but think to quaff

Your wine to the sound of trumpets, and to rest

In your girt hauberks, and to hold your steeds

Barded in the hall beside you. l>Tow turn back,

[lie throws a spear on the ground before them.

Ye that are weary of your armour's load

:

Pass o'er the spear, away !

They all shout. A Chatillon

!

We'll follow thee—all ! all

!

Rai. A soldier's thanks

!

[Turns awayfroni them ayitated.

There's one facegone,and that abrother's

!

(Aloud.) War!—
War to the Paynim—war ! March and set up
On our stronghold the banner of the Cros.s,

Never to sink

!

[Trumpets sound. They march on, winding

through the rocks with military music.

Enter Gaston, an aged vassal of Rainieb's, as an

armedfollower—Rainieb addresses him.

You come at last ! And she—where left you her 1

The Paynim maid 1

Gas. I found her guides, my lord,

Of her own race, and left her on the way

To reach her father's tents.

Rai. Speak low !—the tale

Must rest with us. It must be thought she died.

I can trust you.

Gas. Your father trusted me. [been

Rai. He did, he did !—my father ! You have

Long absent, and you bring a troubled eye

Back with you. Gaston! heardyouaught ofAim/

Gas. Whom means my lord ?

Rai. (impatiently.) 01dman,youknowtooweU

—

Aymer, my brother.

Gas. I have seen him.

Rai. How

!

Seen him ! Speak on.

Gas. Another than my chief

Should have my Ufe before the shameful tale

!

Rai. Speak quickly.

Gas. In the desert, as I journey'd back,

A band of Arabs met me on the way.

And I became their captive Till last night

—

Rai. Go on ! Last night

)

Gas. They slumber'd by their fires

—

7 could not sleep ; when one—I thought him one

0' the tribe at first—came up and loosed my bonds.

And led me from the shadow of the tents.

Pointing my way in silence.

Rai. Well, and he—
You thought him one o' the tribe.

Gas. Ay, till we stood [lord

In the clear moonlight forth;—and then, my
Rai. You dare not say 'twas Aymer 1

Gas. Woe and shame !

It was, it was

!

Rai. In their vile garb too 1

Gas. Yes,

Turban'd and robed like them.

Rai. WTiat !—did he speak ?

Gas. No word, but waved his hand.

Forbidding speech to me.

Rai. Tell me no more !

—

Lost, lost—for ever lost ! He that was rear'd

Under my father's roof with me, and grew

Up by my side to glory !— lost! Is this

My work ?—who dares to call it mine ? And yet,

Had I not dealt so sternly with his soul

In its deep anguish What ! he wears their garb

I' the face of heaven ? You saw the turban onhim

"

You should have struck him to the earth, and so

Put out our shame for ever

!

Gas. Lift my sword

Against your father's son

!

Rai. My father's son !

Ay, and so loved ! —that yearning love for him

Was the last thing death conquer'd ! See'st thou

there ?

[The banner of the Cross is raised on the fortress.

The very banner he rcdcem'd for us

r the fight at Cairo ! No ! by yon bright sign.

He shall not perish ! This way—follow mo—
I'll tell thee of a thought.
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{Suddenly stopping him.) Take heed, old man

!

Thou hast a fearful secret in thy grasp

:

Let mo not see thoo wear mysterious looks.

But no ! thou lovest our name !—I'll trust thee,

QflstOD

!

{Exmitt.

Scene III.

—

An Arab Encampment round a few

palm-treei in the Desert— Watch-Jires in the

background-—Night.

Several A rahs enter with Aymeb.

Arab Chief. Thou hast fought bravely, stranger;

Now, come on

To share the spoil.

Aym. I reck not of it Go,

Leave me to rest.

Arab. Well, thou hast eam'd thy rest

With a red sabre. Be it as thou wilt.

[They go out.—lie throws himself wnder a
palttiriree.

Aym. This were an hour^if they would answer

<is. [comes

—

—They from whose viewless world no answer

To hear their whispering voices. Would they but

Speak once, and say they loved !

If I could hear thy thrilling voice once more,

It would be well with me. Moraima ! speak

!

Rainier enters disguised as a demise.

Moraima, speak ! No ! the dead cannot love !

Rai. What doth the stranger here !—is there

not mirth

Around the watch-fires yonder t

Aym. Mirth !—away !

—

I've naught to do vrith mirth. Begone !

Rai. They tell [hear

Wild tales by that red light ; would'st thou not

Of Eastern marvels?

Aym. Hence ! I heed them not.

Rai. Nay, then hear me I

Aym. Thee/

Rai. Yes, I know a tale

Wilder than theirs. [know'st !

—

Aym. {raising himself in tiirprise.) Thou

Rai. (without minding, continues.) A tale of one

Who flung in madness to the reckless deep

A gem beyond all price.

Aym. My day is closed.

What is aught human unto me 1

Rai. Yet mark !

His name was of the noblest—dost thou heed 1

—

Even in a land of princely chivalry

;

Brightness was on it—but he cast it down.

Aym. I will not hear—speak'st thou of chivalryl

Rai. Yes ! I have been upon thy native hills.

There's a gray cliff juts proudly from their woods,

Crown'd with baronial towers—rememberest

thou]

And there's a chapel by the moaning sea

—

Thou know'st it well—tall pines wave over it.

Darkening the heavy banners, and the tombs.

Is not the cross upon thy fathers' tombs !

—

Christian ! what dost thou here I [thou 1

Aym. (starting up indignantly.) Man ! who art

Thy voice disturbs my soul. Speak ! I will know

Thy right to question me.

Rai. (throicing off his disguise, stands before him

in the full dress of a Crusader.)

My birth-right !—look !

Aym. Brother! (Retreatingfromhimwithhorrorr.)

—Her blood is on yo<ir hands !—keep back !

Rai. (scornfully.) Nay, keep the Paynim's garb

from touching mine.

Answer me thence I—what dost thou here ?

Aym. You shrink [thus !

From your own work !—you, that have made me
Wherefore are you here 1 Are you not afraid

To stand beneath the awful midnight sky.

And you a murderer ] Leave me.

Rai. I lift up

No murderer's brow to heaven !

Aym. You dare speak thus !

—

Do not the bright stars, with their searching rays.

Strike throughyour guilty soul "> Oh, no !—tis well.

Passing well ! Murder ! Make the earth's harvests

grow [air,

With Paynim blood !

—

Heaven wills it ! The free

The sunshine—I forgot—they were not made

For infidels. Blot out the race from day !

Who talks of murder t Murder ! when you die

Claim your soul's place of happiness i' the name

Of that good deed !

(In a tone of deep feeling.)

If you had loved a flower

I would not have destroy'd it

!

Rai. (with emotion.) Brother !

Aym. (impetuously.) No !

—

No brother now. She knelt to you in vain

;

And that hath set a gulf—a boundless gulf

—

Between our souls. Your very face is changed

—

There's a red cloud shadowing it : your forehead

wears

The marks of blood

—

Iter blood !

(In a triumphant tone.)

But you prevail not ! You have made the dead

The mighty—the victorious ! Yes ! you thought

To dash her image into fragments down,
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Andyouhavegiven it power—suchdeep sad power,

I see naught else on earth !

Rai. {aside) I dare not say she lives.

{To Atmer, holding up the cross of his sword.)

You see not this I

Once by our father's grave I ask'd, and here,

r the silence of the wa-ste, I ask once more—

•

Have you abjiu'ed your faith ?

Aym. Why are you come

To torture me 'i No, no ! I have not. No !

But you have sent the torrent through my soul.

And by their deep strong roots torn iiercely up

Things that were part of it— inborn feelings,

thoughts

—

I know not what I cling to !

Rai. Aymer ! yet

Heaven hath not closed its gates ! Return, return.

Before the shadow of the palm-tree fades

r the waning moonlight. Heaven gives time.

Return,

My brother ! By our early days—the love

That nurtured us !—the holy dust of those [sleep

!

That sleep i' the tomb !—sleep ! no, they cannot

Doth the night bring no voices from the dead

Back on your soul ]

Aym. {turniny from him.) Yes

—

hers I [strive?

Rai. {indignantly turning off.) Why should I

Why doth it cost me these deep throes to fling

A weed off? [Checking himself.

Brother, hath the stranger come

Between our hearts for ever ? Yet return

—

Win back your fame, my brother !

Aym. Fame again !

Leave me the desert !—leave it me ! I hate

Your false world's glittering draperies, that press

down [Your vain

Th' o'erlabour'd heart ! They have crush'd mine.

And hollow-sounding words are wasted now

:

You should adjure me by the name of him

That slew his son's young bride !—our ancestor

—

That were a spell ! Fame ! fame !—your hand

hath rent

The veil from off your world ! To speak of fame,

When the soul is parch'd like mine ! Away !

Ihave join'd these men because theywar with man,

And all his hollow pomp ! Will you go hence ?

{Fiercely.) ^Vhy do I talk thus with a murderer ? Ay,

This is the desert, where true words may rise

Up imto heaven i' the stillness ! Leave it me !

—

The free wild desert

!

Arab Chief enters.

Arab. Stranger, we have shared

The spoil, forgetting noi A Christian here

!

Ho ! sons of Kedar!—'tis De Chatillon !

This way !
— surround him ! There's an Emir's

Set on his hfe ! Come on ! [wealth

[Several Arabs rush in and surround Rainier,

who, after vainly endeavouring to force his

way through them, is made prisoner.

Rai. And he stands there [chains !

To see me bought and sold ! Death, death !—not

[Aymer, who has stood for a moment as if

bewildered, rushesforward, and strikes down

one of the Arabs.

Aym. Off from my brother, infidel

!

[The others hurry Rainiee away.

{Recollecting himself) Why, then, heaven

Is just ! So ! now I see it ! Blood for blood !

[Again rushingforward.

No ! he shall feel remorse I I'll rescue him.

And make him weep for her ! [Exit.

ACT V.

Scene I.

—

A Hall in the Fortress occupied by De
Chatillon's followers.

Knights listening to a Trovhadour.

Her. No more soft strains of love. Good Vidal,

sing

The imprison'd warrior's lay. There's a proud tone

Of lofty sadness in it.

TROUBADOUR sings.

'Twas a trumpet's pealing sormd ! [tower.

And the knight look'd down from the PajTiim's

And a Christian host in its pride and power

Through the pass beneath him wound.

" Cease awhile, clarion ! clarion, wild and shrill,

Cease ! let them hear the captive's voice—be still

!

" I knew 'twas a trumpet's note !

And I see my brethren's lances gleam,

And their pennons wave by the mountain-stream,

And their plumes to the glad wind float.

" Cease awhile, clarion ! &c.

" I am hero with my heavy chain !

And I look on a torrent sweeping by.

And an eagle rushing to the sky.

And a host to its battle-plain !

Cease awhile, clarion ! &c.

" Must I pine in my fetters here ?

With the wildwave's foam, andthe free bird's flight,
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And the tall epears glancing on my sight,

And the trumpet in mine ear 1

Cease awhile, clarion ! " &c.'

Aymer enters hurriedly.

Aym. Silence, thou minstrel ! silence !

Ifer. Aymer, here

!

And in that garb ! Seize on the renegade !

Knights he must die !

A ym. (scornfully.) Die ! die !—the fearful throat

!

To be thrust out of this same blessed world.

Your world—all yours ! {Fiercely.) But I will twt

be made

A thing to circle with your pomps of death, [die

Your chains, and guards, and scaffolds! Back! I'll

As the free lion dies ! [Drawing his sabre.

Ifer. Wliat seek'st thou hero ? [a deed

Aym. Naught but to give your Christian swords

Worthier than Where's your chief? in the

Paynim's bonds !

Made the wild Arabs' prize I Ay, heaven is just I

If ye will rescue him, then follow me

:

I know the way they bore him I

Her. Follow thee !

Recreant ! deserter of thy house and faith !

To think true knights would follow thee again

!

'Tis all some snare—away !

Aym. Some snare ! Heaven I heaven I

Is my name sunk to this ? Must men first crush

My soul, then spurn the ruin they have made 1

—Why, let him perish !—blood for blood !—must

earth

Cry out in vain ? Wine, wine I we'll revel here !

On, minstrel, with thy song !

TKonBADOUB Continues the song.

" They are gone—they have all pass'd by !

They in whose wars I had borne my part.

They that I loved with a brother's heart.

They have left me here to die !

Sound again, clarion ! clarion, pour thy blast

!

Sound, for the captive's dream of hope is past I

"

Aym. (starting up.) That was the lay he loved

in our boyish days

—

And he must die forsaken I No, by heaven !

1 '* She preferred in music wlmtever was nationnl and

melanclioly; and lier strains adapted for singing were, of

course, framed to ttie tones most congenial to tlie tempenx-

Bient of her own mind. How successfuliy wed to tlie magic

of sweet sound many of ller verses have been by iier sister, no

lover of music need to be reminded. Tlio * Koman G iri's

Song is full of a solemn chssic beauty ; and, in one of her

letters, it is said that of ' The Captive Knight ' Sir Walter

Scott never was weary. Indeed, it seems in his mind to

He shall not ! Follow me ! I say your chief

Is bought and sold I Is there no generous trust

Left in your souls ? De Foil, I saved your life

At Ascalon ! Du Momay, you and I

On Jaffa's wall together set our breasts

Against a thousand spears ! What ! have I fought

Beside you, shared your cup, slept in your tents,

And ye can think [Dashing off his turban.

Look on my burning brow !

Read if there's falsehood branded on it—read

The marks of treachery there !

Knights, (gathering round him.) No, no ! come on !

To the rescue ! lead us on ! we'll trust thee still

!

Aym. Follow, then !—tliis way. If I die for him,

Tliere will bo veugeance ! Ho shall think of me
To his last hour I [ExemU.

Scene II.^.il Pavilion in the Camp of Mdech.

Meleoh, Sadl

Mel. It must be that these sounds and sights

of war

Shake her too gentle nature. Yes, her cheek

Fades hourly in my sight ! Wliat other cause—

•

None, none I She must go hence I Choose from

thy band

The bravest, Sadi ! and the longest tried,

And I will send my child——

•

Voice without. Where is your chief 1

De Chatiixojj enters, guarded I

Turkish soldiers.

I Arab and

Arab Chief. The sons of Kedai''s tribe have

brought to the son

Of the Prophet's house a prisoner !

Mel. (half drawing his sword.) Chatillon !

That slew my boy ! Thanks for the avenger's hour!

Sadi, their guerdon—give it them — the gold !

And me the vengeance !

(Looking at Rainier, who holds the upperfrag-

mmt of his sword, and seems lost in thought.)

This is he

That slew my first-bom !

Jiai. (to himself.) Siu-ely there leap'd up

have been the song of Chivalry, representative of the English
;

as the Flowers of the Forest was of the Scottish ; the C.in-

cionella Kspailola of the Spanish ; and the Ilhine Song of the

Germans."—JSi»/mpAira( Skelcli by Dklta, 183<!.

Of all Mrs Ilemans's lyrics set to music, ' The Captive

Knight ' has been the most popular, and deservedly so. It

h;i3 indeed stirred many a heart " like the sound of a trwa-

pel."—Charley's Memoriatt.
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A brother's heart within him ! Yes, he struck

To the earth a Paynim

Mel. {raising hii voice.) Christian! thou hast been

Our nation's deadliest foe ! [hear

Rai. (looking up and smilingproudly.) 'Tisjoy to

I have not lived in vain !

Mel. Thou bear'st thyself . [mel

With a conqueror's mien ! What is thy hope from

Rai. A soldier's death.

Md. (hastily.) Then thou wouldst /ear a slave's?

Rai. Fear! As if man's own spirit had not power

To make his death a triumph ! Waste not words

;

Let my blood bathe thine own sword. Infidel

!

I slew thy son

!

[Lool-ing at his hrolcen »word.

Ay, there's the red mark here !

MeL (approaching him.) Thou darest to tell me
this!

'

[A tumvUheard vnthoat.

Voices without. A Chatillon !

Rai. My brother's voice ! He is saved I

MeL (calling.) What, ho ! my guards !

Atmeb enters trt'tA the knights, fighting their

way through Melech's soldiers, who are

driven before them.

Aym. On with the war<!ry ofour ancient house:

For the Cross—De Chatillon !

Knights. For the Cross—De Chatillon !

[Rainieb attempts to breakfrom his guairds.

Sasi enUrs with more soldiers to the assist-

ance of Melech. Atmeb and the kniglUs

are overpowered. Atkeb is wounded and

fans.

Mel. Bring fetters—bind the captives !

Rai. Lost—all lost

!

No ! he is saved !

(Breakingfrom his guards, he goes up to AyilKB.)

Brother, my brother ! hast thou pardon'd me
That which I did to save thee 1 Speak ! forgive !

Aym. (turningfrom him.)

Thou see'st I die for thee ! She is avenged

!

Rai. I am no murderer ! Hear me ! turn to me!

We are parting by the grave !

MoBAiUA enters veiled, and goes up to Melech.

Mor. Father ! Oh ! look not sternly on thy child.

I came to plead. They said thou hast condemn'd

A Christian knight to die

MeL Hence—to thy tent

!

Away—begone ! [spirit come
Aym. (attempting to rise.) Moraima ! hath her

To make death beautiful ? Moraima ! speak.

Mor. It was his voice ! Aymer !

[She rushes to him, throwing aside her veil.

Aym. Thou Uv St—thouUv'st!

I knew thou couldst not die I Look on me stilL

Thou livest ! and makest this world so full ofjoy

—

But I depart !

MeL (approaching her.) Moraima ! hence ! Is this

A place for thee ?

Mor. Away ! away !

There is no place but this for me on earth !

Where should I go 1 There is no place but this !

My soul is bound to it

!

Mel. (to the guards.) Back, slaves ! and look not

on her ! [They retreat to the background.

'Twas for this

She droop'd to the earth.

Aym. Moraima, fare thee well

!

Think on me ! I have loved thee ! I take hence

That deep love with my soul ! for well I know
It must be deathless !

Mor. Oh ! thou hast not known
What woman's love is ! Aymer, Aymer, stay !

If I could die for thee ! My heart is grown

So strong in its despair !

Rai. (turningfrom them.) And all the past [hers!

Forgotten !—our young days ! His last thoughts

The Infidel's

!

Aym. (with a violent effort turning his head round.)

Thou art no murderer ! Peace

Between us—peace, my brother ! In our deaths

We shall be join'd once more I

Rai (liolding the cross of the sword before him.)

Look yet on this !

Aym. If thou hadst only told me that she lived

!

—^But our hearts meet at last

!

[Presses the cross to his lips.

Moraima ! save my brother ! Look on me !

Joy—there is joy in death !

[He dies on Raikieb's aivn.

Mor. Speak—speak once more !

Aymer ! how is it that I call on thee.

And that thou answer'st not ? Have we not loved i

Death ! death !—and this is—death !

Rai. So thou art gone,

Aymer ! I never thought to weep again

—

But now—farewell ! Thou wert the bravest

knight

That e'er laid lance in rest—and thou didst wear

The noblest form that ever woman's eye

Dwelt on with love ; and till that fetal dream

Came o'er thee ! Aymer ! Aymer ! thou wert still

The most true-hearted brother ! There thou art

Whose breast was once my shield ! I never

thought

That foes should see me weep ! but there thou art,

Aymer, my brother !
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Mor. (suddetdyrisiw;.) With his last, la&t hreath

He bade mo save his brother !

(Falling at ^elech's feet.) Father, spare

The Christian—spare him !

Mel. For thy sake spare him

That slew thy father's son !—Shame to thy race !

{To tJie soldiers in the background.)

Soldiers ! come nearer w-ith your levell'd spears !

Yet nearer !—gird him in ! My boy's young blood

Is on his sword. Christian, abjure thy faith.

Or die : thine hour is come !

Rai. {turning and throwing himselfon the weapons*

ANNOTATION ON ** DE CHATILLON."

[" The merits of The Siege of Valencia* are more of a de-

scriptive than of a strictly dramatic kind ; and abounding as

it does witli tine passaf^s of narrative beauty, and with strik-

ing scenes and situations, it is not only not adapted for

representation, but, on the contrary, tlie characters are de-

veloped by painting much more tlian by incident. Withal,

it wants unity and entireness, and in several places is not

rhetorical but diffuse.

** From the previous writings of the same auttior, and

until the appearance of ' The Vespers of Palermo,' it seemed to

be ttie pro-alent opinion of critics, that the genius of Mrs

Hemaus was not of a dramatic cast—tliat it expatiated too

much in the development of sentiment, too much in the

luxuriancy of description, to be ever brought under the tram-

mels essentially necessary for the success of scenic dialogue.

"Tlie merits of 'The Vespers* are great, and have been ac-

knowledged to be so, not only by the highest of contemporary

literary authorities, but by the still more unequivocal testi-

mony of theatrical applause, Wliat ' has been, has been/

and we wish not to detract one iota from praise so fairly

earned ; but we must candidly confess, that before the perusal

of • De Chatillon ,* (although that poem is probably not quite in

the state in which it would have been submitted to the world

by its writer,) we were somewhat infected with the prevailing

opinion , that the most successful path of Mrs Ilemans did not

lead her towards the drama. Our opinion on this subject is,

however, now much altered ; and we hesitate not to say, after

of the soldiers.) Thou hast mine answer.

Infidel !

[Calling aloud to the knights as hefalU hack.

Knights of France !

Herman ! De Foix ! Du Momay ! be ye strong

!

Your hour will come !

Must the old war-cry cease ]

IBalf raising himself, and waving the crou

triumphantly.

For the Cross—Do Chatillon !

[Jffe die$.

(The curtainfaUt.)

minutely considering the characters of Rainier—so skilfoHy

acted on, now by fraternal love, and now by public duty—
and of Aymer and Moraima, placed in situations where incli-

nation is opposed to principle—that, by the cultivation of this

species of composition, had health and prolonged years been

the fate of the author of ' De Chatillon
,

' that tragedy , noble as

it is, which must now be placed at the head of her dramatic

efforts, would in all probability have been even surpassed in

excellence by ulterior efforts.

" Mrs Hemans had at length struck the proper keys. It

la quite evident that she had succeeded in imbibing new and

more severe ideas of this class of compositions. She had

passed from the narrative into what has been conventionally

termed the dramatic poem—from the 'Historic Scenes' to

' Sebastian * and ' The Siege of Valencia ;
* but ' The Vespers

of Palermo ' and * De Chatillon * can alone be said to be her

legitimate dramas.
*' The last, however, must be ranked first, by many degrees

of comparison. Without stripping her language of that rich-

ness and poetic beauty so characteristic of her genius, or

condescending in a single passage to the mean baldness, so

commonly mistaken by many modem writers for the stage as

essentially necessary to the truth of dialogue, she has, in this

attempt, preserved adherence to reality omid scenes allied

with romance—brevity and effect, in situations strongly allur-

ing to ampUflcatton ; and, in her delineation of some of the

strongest, as well as the finest emotions of the heart, there is

exhibited a knowledge of nature's workings, at once minute*

fiiithful, and affecting."—JfS. Critique by A.]
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THE FOREST SANCTUAEY.
'* Long time against oppression have I fouglit,

And for the native liberty of faith

Have bled and suffer'd bonds." Bemortc; a Tra^dy.

[The following poem is intended to describe tlie mental conflicts, as well as outward sufferings, of a Spaniard, who, flying

from the religions persecutions of his own country, in the sixteenth century, takes refuge, with his child, in a North American

forest. The story is supposed to be related by himself, amidst the wilderness which has afforded him an asylum.]

I.

The voices of my home !^I hear them still I

They liave been mth me through the dreamy

night—

•

The blessed household voices, wont to fill

My heart's clear depths with unalloy'd delight

!

I hear them still, unchanged : though some from

earth

Are music parted, and the tones of mirth

—

Wild, silvery tones, that rang through days more

bright

—

Have died in others
; yet to me they come

Singing ofboyhood back—the voices ofmy home

!

They call me through this hush of woods reposing

In the gray stillness of the summer morn

;

They wander by when heavy flowers are closing.

And thoughts grow deep, and winds and stars are

born.

Even as a fount's remember'd gushings burst

On the parch'd traveller in his hour of thirst.

E'en thus they haunt me with sweet sounds, till

worn

By quenchless longings, to my soul I say

—

Oh ! for the dove's swift wings, that I might flee

away.

And find mine ark ! Yet whither ? I must bear

A yearning heart within me to the grave.

I am of those o'er whom a breath of air

—

Just darkenmg in its course the lake's bright wave,

And sighing through the feathery canes—hath

power

To call up shadows, in the silent hour,

From the dim past, as from a wizard's cave !

So must it be ! These skies above me spread

:

Are they my own soft skies ?—Ye rest not here,

my dead

!

Ye far amidst the southern flowers lie sleeping.

Your graves all smiling in the sunshine clear

;

Save one ! a blue, lone, distant main is sweeping

High o'er one gentle head. Ye rest not here !

—

'Tis not the olive, with a whisper swaying,

Not thy low rippUngs, glassy water, playing [ear;

Through my own chestnut groves which fill mine

But the faint echoes in my breast that dwell.

And for their birthplace moan, as moans the

ocean-shell.

Peace !^I will dash these fond regrets to earth.

Even as an eagle shakes the cumbering rain

Fromhisstrongpiniou. Thouthatgavest mebirth.

And lineage, and once home,—my native Spain !

My own brightland—my fathers' land—my child's

!

What hath thy son brought from thee to the wilds 5

He hath brought marks of torture and the chain

—

Traces of things which pass not as a breeze

;

A blighted name, dark thoughts, wrath, woe—thy

gifts are these !

A blighted name ! I hear the winds of mom

—

Their sounds are not of this ! 1 hear the shiver

Of the green reeds, and all the rustlings, borne

From the high forest, when the light leaves quiver:

Their sounds are not of this !—the cedars, waving,

Lend it no tone : His wide savannahs laving.

It is not murmur'd by the joyous river !

Wliat part hath mortal name, where God alone

Speaks to the mighty waste, and through its heart

is known?

Is it not much that I may worship Him
With naught my spirit's breathings to control.

And feel His presence in the vast, and dim.

And whispery woods, where dying thunders roU

From the far cataracts? Shall I not rejoice

That I have leam'd at last to know His voice

From man's ? I will rejoice !—my soaring soul

Now hath redeem'd her birthright of the day.

And won, through clouds, to Him her own un-

fetter'd way

!

VII t.

And thou, my boy ! that silent at my knee

Dost lift to mine thy soft, dark, earnest eyes,



THE FOREST SANCTUARY. 817

Fill'd with the lovo of childhood, which I see

Pure through its depths, a thing without disguise

;

Thou that hast breathed in slumber on my breast,

AVhen I have check'd its tlirobs to give thee rest.

Mine own ! whose young thoughts fresh before

me rise

!

Is it not much that I may guide tliy prayer,

And circle thyglad soul with free and healthful airl

Why shoiJd I weep on thy bright head, my boy 1

Within thy fathers' halls thou wilt not dwell,

Nor lift their banner, with a warrior's joy,

Amidst the sons of moimtain chiefs, who fell

For Spain of old. Yet what if rolling waves

Have borne us far from our ancestral graves t

Thou shalt not feel thy bursting heart rebel.

As mine hath done ; nor bear what I have borne.

Casting in falsehood's mould th' indignant brow

of scorn.

This shall not be thy lot, my blessed child !

I have not sorrow'd, struggled, lived in vain.

Hear me ! magnificent and ancient wild
;

And mighty rivers, ye that meet the main.

As deep meets deep ; and forests, whose dim shade

The flood's voice, and the wind's, by swells pervade

;

Hear me ! "Tis well to die, and not complain
;

Yet there are hours when the charged heart must

speak.

E'en in the desert's ear to pour itself, or break !

I see an oak before me :' it hath been [flung

The crown'd one of the woods ; and might have

Its hundred arms to heaven, still freshly green
;

But a wild vine around the stem hath clung.

From branch to branch close wreaths of bondage

throwing.

Till the proud tree, before no tempest bowing.

Hath shrunk and died those serpent folds among.

Alas ! alas ! what is it that I see t

An imageofman'smind.landofmysires, withthee

!

XII.

Yet art thou lovely ! Song is on thy hills

:

sweet and mournful melodies of Spain,

That luU'd my boyhood, how your memory thrills

' " I i«colIect hearing a traveller, of poetlral temperament,

expres-fing the kind of liorrnr which he felt on beiiuldinfr, on

tile banlis of tlie Missouri, an oali of prodigious size, wliich

had been In a manner overpowered by an enormous wild-

grape vine. Tlie vine liad clasped its huge folds round the

The exile's heart with sudden-wakening pain !

Your sounds are on the rocks :—that I might hear

Once more the music of the mountaineer !

And from the sunny vales the shepherd's strain

Floats out, and fills the solitary place

With the old tuneful names of Spain's heroic race.

But there was silence one bright, golden day, [lone,

Through my own pine-hung mountains. Clear, yet

In the rich autumn light the vineyards lay,

And from the fields the peasant's voice was gone

;

And the red grapes untrodden strew'd the ground

;

And the free flocks, untended, roam'd around.

Where was the pastor 1—where the pipe'swild tonci

Music and mirth were hush'd the hills among.

While to the city's gates each hamlet pour'd its

throng.

Silence upon the mountains ! But within

The city's gate a rush, a press, a swell

Of multitudes, their torrent-way to win

;

And heavy boomings of a dull deep bell,

A dead pause following each—like that which parts

The dash of billows, holding breathless hearts

Fast iu the hush of fear-—knell after knell

;

And sounds of thickening steps, like thunder-rain

That plashes on the roofofsome vast echoing fane

!

What pageant's hour approach'd ? The sullen gate

Of a strong ancient prison-house was thrown

Back to the day. And who, in mournful state,

Came forth, led slowly o'er its threshold-stone ?

They that had leam'd, in cells of secret gloom.

How sunshine is forgotten ! They to whom
The very features of mankind were grown

Things that bewilder'd ! O'er that dazzled sight

They lifted their wan hands, and cower'd before

the light

!

To this, man brings his brother ! Some were there,

AVho, with their desolation, had entwined

Fierce strength, and girt the sternness of despair

Fast round their bosoms, even as warriors bind

The breastplate on for fight ; but brow and check

Seem'd theira a torturing panoply to speak !

trunk, and from thence had wound about every branch and

twig, until the mighty tree had withered in Ita embrace. It

seemed like Laocoon struggling ineffectu.illy in the hideous

coils of the monster Python."

—

BracAridge Hali. Chapter

on Forest Trees.
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And there were some, from whom the very mind
Had been wrung out ; they smiled—oh, startUng

smile, [sleep the while ]

Whence man's high soul is fled ! Where doth it

But onward moved the melancholy train.

For their false creeds in fiery pangs to die.

This was the solemn sacrifice of Spain

—

Heaven's offering from the land of chivalry !

Through thousands, thousands of their race they

moved

—

Oh, how imhke all others !—the beloved.

The free, the proud, the beautiful ! whose eye

Grew fix'd before them, while a people's breath

Was hush'd, and its one soul bound ui the thought

of death !

It might be that, amidst the countless throng.

There swell'd some heart with pity's weight op-

press'd

:

For the wide stream of human love is strong

;

And woman, on whose fond and faithful breast

Childhood is rear'd, and at whose knee the sigh

Of its first prayer is breathed—she, too, was nigh.

But life is dear, and the free footstep bless'd.

And home a sunny place, where each may fill

Some eye with ghstening smiles,—and therefore

all were still.

All still,—youthj courage, strength !—a winter

laid,

A chain of palsy cast, on might and mind !

Still, as at noon a southern forest's shade.

They stood, those breathless masses of mankind.

Still, as a frozen torrent ! But the wave

Soon leaps to foaming freedom ; they, the brave.

Endured—they saw the martyr's place assign'd

In the red flames—whence is the withering spell

That numbs each human pulse ? They saw, and

thought it well.

And I, too, thought it well ! That very mom
From a far land I came, yet round me clung

The spirit of my own. No hand had torn

With a strong grasp away the veil which hung
Between mine eyes and truth. I gazed, I saw

Dimly, as through a glass. In silent awe

I watch'd the fearful rites ; and if there sprung

One rebel feeling from its deep founts up, [cup.

Shuddering, I flung it back, as guilt's own poison-

But I wa-s waken'd as the dreamers waken,

Whom the shrill trumpet and the shriek of dread

Rouse up at midnight, when their waUs are taken,

And they must battle till their blood is shed

On their own threshold floor. A path for light

Through my torn breast was shatter'd by the

might

Of the swift thimder-stroke ; and freedom's tread

Came in through ruins, late, yet not in vain.

Making the blighted place all green with life again.

XXII.

Still darkly, slowly, as a sullen mass

Of cloud o'ersweeping, without wind, the sky,

Dream-Uke I saw the sad procession pass.

And mark'd its victims with a tearless eye.

They moved before me but as pictures, wrought

Each to reveal some secret of man's thought.

On the sharp edge of sad mortality

;

Till in his place came one—oh ! coiild it be 1

My friend, my heart's firet friend !—and did I gaze

on thee !

On thee ! with whom in boyhood I had play'd,

At the grape-gatherings, by my native streams

;

And to whose eye my youthful soul had laid

Bare, as to heaven's, its glowing world of dreams;

And by whose side midst waniors I had stood.

And in whose helm was brought—oh, eani'd with

blood !—

The fresh wave to my lips, when tropic beams

Smote on my fever'd brow ! Ay, years had

pass'd.

Severing o\ir paths, brave friend !—and thus we
met at last !

I see it still—^the lofty mien thou borest I

On thy pale forehead sat a sense of power

—

The veiy look that once thou brightly worest.

Cheering me onward through a fearful hour,

When we were girt by Indian bow and spear.

Midst the white Andes—even as moimtain deer,

Hemm'd in our camp ; but through the javelin

shower

We rent our way, a tempest of despair !

And thou—hadst thou but died with thy true

brethren there !

I call the fond wish back—for thou hast perish'd

More nobly far, my Alvar !—making known
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The might oftruth ;' and be thy memory cherish'd

With theirs, the thousands that around her throne

Have pour'd their Uves out smiling, in tliat doom
Finding a triumph, if denied a tomb !

Ay, with their ashes hath the wind been sown.

And with the wind their spirit shall be spread,

Filling man's heart and home with records of the

dead.

Thou Searcher of the soul ! in whose dread sight

Not the bold guilt alone that mocks the skies.

But the scarce-own'dunwhisper'dthoughtof night,

Asa thingwritten with the sunbeam lies

;

Thou know'st—whoseeye through shade and depth

can see,

That this man's crime was but to worship thee.

Like those that made their hearts thy sacrifice.

The call'd of yore—wont by the Savioui-'s side

On the dim Olive Moimt to pray at eventide.

XXVIL

For the strong spirit will at times awake.

Piercing the mists that wrap her clay abode

;

And, bom of thee, she may not always take

Earth's accents for the oracles of God ;

And even for this— dust, whose mask is power

!

Reed, that wouldst be a scourge thy little hour !

Spark, whereon yet the mighty hath not trod.

And therefore thou destroyest !— where were

flown

Our hopes, if man were left to man's decree alone

!

xxvm.

But this I felt not yet. I could but gaze

Onhim, my friend; while that swiftmoment threw

A sudden freshness back on vanish'd days.

Like water-drops on some dim picture's hue ;

Calling the proud time up, when first I stood

Wliere banners floated, and my heart's quick blood

Sprang to a torrent as the clarion blew.

And he—his sword was like a brother's worn,

That watches through the field his mother's

youngest bom.

> For a most interesting account of the Spanish Protes-

tants, and tlie heroic devotion witli whicli they mot the spirit

of persecution in t!ie sixteenth century, see the QuarUrty

Ktvieul, No. 67, Art. " Qnin's Visit to Spain."

2 •* A priest named Qonzalez had, among otlier prose-

lytes, gained over two young females, his sisters, to the Pro-

testant faith. All three were confln»d in tli dungeons of

the Inquisition. Tlie torture, repeatedly applied, could not

draw from them the least evidence a*^inst their religious

associates. Every artifice was employed to obtain a recau-

But a lance met me in that day's career

—

Senseless 1 lay amidst the o'erswceping fight;

Wakening at last, how full, how strangely clear.

That scene on memory flash'd !—the shivery light,

Moonhght, on broken shields—the plain of

slaughter.

The fountain-side, the low sweet sound of water

—

And Alvar bending o'er me—from the night

Covering me with his mantle. All the past

Flow'd back ; my soul's far chords all answer'd to

the blast.

Till, in that rush of visions, I became

As one that, by the bands of slumber wound.

Lies with a powerless but all-thriUing frame,

Intense in consciousness of sight and sound.

Yet buried in a wildering dream which brings

Loved faces roimd him, girt with fearful things

!

Troubled even thus I stood, but chain'd and boimd

On that familiar form mine eye to keep

:

Alas ! I might not fall upon his neck and weep t

He pass'd me—and what next ? I look'd on two,

Following his footsteps to the same dread place,

For the same guUt—liis sisters !
" Well I knew

The beauty on those brows, though each young

face [air

Was changed—so deeply changed !—a dungeon's

Is hard for loved and lovely things to bear.

And ye, daughters of a lofty race.

Queen-like Theresa ! radiant Inez !—flowers

So cherish'd ! were ye then but rear'd for those

dark hours 1

xxxu.

A moumfiil home, young sisters, had ye left

!

With your lutes hanging hush'd upon the wall.

And silence round the aged man, bereft

Of each glad voice once answcriug to his call.

Alas, that lonely father ! doom'd to pine

For sounds departed in his life's decline
;

tation from the two sisters, since the constancy and learning

of Gonzalez precluded all hopes of a theological victory.

Tlicir answer, if not exactly logical, is wonderfully simple

and affecting :
—

' We will die in the faith of our brother : he

is too wise to be WTong, and too good to deceive us." The

three staltes on which tliey died were near each other. The

priest liad been gagged till the moment of lighting up the

wood. The few minutes that he was allowed to speak he

employed in comforting his sisters, with whom he sung the

109th Psalm, till the flames smothetwl their voices."

—

Ibid.
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ind, midst the shadowing banners of his hall,

With his white hair to sit, and deem the name

A. hundred chiefs had borne, cast down by you to

shame !'

Txy iii.

And woe for you, midst looks and words of love.

And gentle hearts and faces, nursed so long

!

How had I seen you in your beauty move.

Wearing the wreath, and listening to the song!

—

Yet sat, even then, what seem'd the crowd to shun,

Half-veil'd upon the pale clear brow of one.

And deeper thoughts than oft to youth belong

—

Thoughts, such aswake to evening'swhisperysway,

Withinthe drooping shade ofher sweet eyelids lay.

xxxrv.

And if she mingled with the festive train,

It was but as some melancholy star

Beholds the dance of shepherds on the plain.

In its bright stillness present, though afar.

Yetwould shesmile—and that, too,hath itssmile

—

Circled with joy which reach'd her not the while.

And bearing a lone spirit, not at war

With earthly things, but o'er their form and hue

Shedding too clear a light, too sorrowfully true.

xixv.

But the dark hours wring forth the hidden might

Which hath lain bedded in the silent soul,

A treasure all undreamt of,—as the night

Calls out the harmonies of streams that roll

Unheard by day. It seem'd as if her breast

Had hoarded energies, till then suppress'd

Almost with pain, and bursting from control,

And finding first that hour their pathway free :

Could a rose brave the storm, such might her

emblem be

!

xxxn.

For the soft gloom whose shadow still had hung

On her fair brow, beneath its garlands worn,

Was fled; and fire, like prophecy's, had sprung

Clear to her kindled eye. It might be scorn

—

Pride— sense ofwrong; ay, the frail heart is bound

By these at times, even as with adamant round.

Kept so from breaking ! Yet not thus upborne

She moved, though some sustaining passion's wave

Lifted her fervent soul—a sister for the brave

!

^ The names, not only of the Immediate victims of the

Inquisition were devoted to infamy, but tliose of aD their

relations were branded with the same indelible stain, which

was liliewise to descend as an inheritance to their latest

posterity.

xxxvn.

And yet, alas ! to see the strength which clings

Round woman in such hours !—a mournful sight.

Though lovely !—an o'erflowing of the springs,

The full springs of affection, deep as bright

!

And she, because her life is ever twined

With other lives, and by no stormy wind

May thence be shaken, and because the light

Of tenderness is roimd her, and her eye

Doth weep such passionate tears—therefore she

thus can die.

xxxvm.

Therefore didst thou, through that heart-shaking

scene,

As through a triumph move ; and cast aside

Thine own sweet thoughtfulness for victory'smien,

faithful sister ! cheering thus the guide,

And friend, and brother of thy sainted youth.

Whose hand had led thee to the source of truth.

Where thy glad soul from earth was pvirified

;

Nor wouldst thou, following him through all the

past,

That he should see thy step grow tremulous atlast.

xxxix.

For thou hadst made no deeper love a guest.

Midst thy yoimg spirit's dreams, than that which

grows

Between the nurtured of the same fond breast,

The sheltcr'd of one roof; and thus it rose

Twined in with life. How is it that the hours

Of the same sport, the gathering early flowers

Roimd the same tree, the sharing one repose,

And mingling one first prayer in murmurs soft,

From the heart's memory fade in this world's

breath so oft ?

But thee that breath hath touch'd not ; thee, nor

him.

The true in all things found !—and thou wert blest

Even then, that no remember'd change could dim
The perfect image of affection, press'd

Like armour to thy bosom ! Thou hadst kept

Watch by thy brother's couch of pain, and wept,

Thy sweet face covering with thy robe, when rest

Fled from the sufferer; thou hadst bound his faith

Unto thy soul ; one light, one hope ye chose

—

one death.

So didst thou pass on brightly !—but for her.

Next in that path, how may her doom be spoken f
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All Merciful ! to think that such things were,

And are, and seen by men with hearts unbroken!

To think of that fair girl, whoso path had been

So strew'd with rose-leaves, all ouo fairy scene !

And whoso quick glance came ever as a token

Of hope to drooping thought, and her glad voice

As a free bird's in spring, that makes the woods

rejoice

!

And she to die I—she loved the laughing earth

With such deep joy in its fresh leaves and flowers

!

Was not her smile even as the sudden birth

Of a young rainbow, colouring vernal showers 1

Yes ! but to meet her fawn-like step, to hear

The gushes of wild song, so silvery clear.

Which oft, unconsciously, in happier hours

Flow'd fi'om her lips, was to forget the sway

Of Time and Death below, bhght, shadow, dull

r!

XLIII.

Could this change be ! The hour, the scene, where

last

I saw that form, came floating o'er my mind

:

A golden vintage-eve ; the heats were pass'd.

And, in the freshness of the fanning wind.

Her father sat where gleam'd the first faint star

Through the lime-boughs; and with her lightguitar.

She, on the greensward at his feet rechned,

In his calm face laugh'd up ; some shepherd lay

Singing, as childhood sings on the lone hills at play.

And now—oh, God I^the bitter fear of death.

The sore amaze, the faint o'ershadowing dread.

Had grasp'd her !—panting in her quick-drawn

breath.

And in her white lips quivering. Onward led.

She look'd up with her dim bewilder'd eyes.

And there smiled out her own soft brilliant skies.

Far in their sultry southern azure spread.

Glowing with joy, but silent !—still they smiled.

Yet sent do^vn no reprieve for earth's poor trem-

bling child.

Alas ! that earth had all too strong a hold,

Too fast, sweet Inez ! on thy heart, whose bloom

Was given to early love, nor knew how cold

Thehourswhich follow. There was one, withwhom
Young as thou wert, and gentle, and untried,

Thou mightst, perchance, unshrinkingly have died;

But he was far away ; and with thy doom

Thus gathering, life grew so intensely dear.

That all thy sHght frame shook with its cold

mortal fear t

Ko aid !—thou too didst pass !—and all had pass'd.

The fearful—and the desperate—and the strong !

Some like the bark that rushes with the blast,

Some like the leaf swept shiveringly along

;

And some as men that have but one more field

To fight, and then may slimiber on their shield,

—

Therefore they arm in hope. But now the throng

Roll'd on, and bore me with their living tide.

Even as a bark wherein is left no power to guide.

Wave swept on wave. We reach'd a stately square,

Deck'd for the rites. An altar stood on high.

And gorgeous, in the midst : a place for prayer.

And praise, and offering. Could the earth supply

No fruits, no flowers for sacrifice, of all

Which on her sunny lap unheeded fall 1

No fair yoimg firstling of the flock to die.

As when before their God the patriarchs stood?

—

Look down! manbrings thee, heaven! hisbrother's

guiltless blood

!

ILVIII.

Hear its voice, hear !—a cry goes up to thee.

From the stain'd sod ; make thou thy judgment

known
On him the shedder !—let his portion be

The fear that walks at midnight—give the moan
In the wind haunting him, a power to say,

"AVhere is thy brother!"—and the stars a ray

To search and shake his spirit, when alone

With the dread splendour of their burning eyes !

So shall earth own thy will—Mercy, not sacrifice

!

Soundsoftriumphantpraise ! themasswassung

—

Voices that die not might have pour'd such strains

!

Through Salem's towers might that proud chant

have rung

When the Most High, on Syria's palmy plains.

Had quell'd her foes !—so full it swept, a sea

Of loud waves jubilant, and rolling free !

—Oft when the wind, as through resounding fanes,

Hathfill'dthechoralforestswith its power, [hour.

Some deep tone brings me back the music of that

It died away ;—the incense-cloud was driven

Before the breeze—the words of doom were said;



322 THE FOREST SANCTUARY.

And the sun iaded mournfully from heaven :

He faded mournfully, and dimly red,

Parting in clouds from those that look'd their last.

And sigh'd
—" Farewell, thou sun !" Eve glow'd

and pass'd

;

[shed

Night—^midnight and the moon—came forth and

Sleep, even as dew, on glen, wood, peopled spot

—

Save one—a place of death—and there men slum-

ber'd not.

'Twaa not within the city—' but in sight

Of the snow-crown'd sierras, freely sweeping.

With many an eagle's eyrie on the height,

And hunter's cabin, by the torrent peeping

Far off : and vales between, and vineyards lay.

With sound and gleam of waters on their way.

And chestnut woods, that girt the happy sleeping

In many a peasant home !—the midnight sky

Brought softly that rich world round those who

came to die.

The darkly glorious midnight sky of Spain,

Burning with stars ! 'WTiat had the torches' glare

To do beneath that temple, and profane

Its holy radiance ? By their wavering flare,

I saw beside the pyres—I see thee now,

O bright Theresa ! with thy lifted brow.

And thy clasp'd hands, and dark eyes fiU'd with

prayer

!

And thee, sad Inez ! bowing thy fair head,

Andmantling up thyface, all colourlesswith dread!

And Alvar, Alvar !—I beheld thee too,

Pale, steadfast, kingly : till thy clear glance fell

On that young sister ; then perturb'd it grew.

And all thy labouring bosom seem'd to swell

With painful tenderness. WTiy came I there.

That troubled image of my friend to bear

Thence, for my after-years 1—a thing to dwell

In my heart's core, and on the darkness rise.

Disquieting my dreams with its bright mournful

eyesl

Why came 1 1—oh ! the heart's deep mystery !
—

Why
In man's last hour doth vain affection's gaze

Fis itself down on struggling agony,

To the dimm'd eyeballs freezing as they glaze 1

1 The piles erected for these executions were without the

towns, and the final scene of an Auto da Fe was sometimes,

It might be—yet the power to will seem'd o'er

—

That my soul yeam'd to hear his voice once more

!

But mine was fetter'd !—mute in strong amaze,

I watch'd his features as the night-wind blew,

And torch-light or the moon's pass'd o'er their

marble hue.

The trampling of a steed ! A tall white steed.

Rending his fierj- way the crowds among

—

A storm's way through a forest—came at speed.

And a wild voice cried " Inez ! " Swift she flung

The mantle from her face, and gazed around.

With a faint shriek at that familiar sound

;

And from his seat a breathless rider sprung.

And dasVd off fiercely those who came to part.

And rush'd to that pale girl, and clasp'd her to

his heart.

And for a moment all around gave way

To that full burst of passion ! On his breast.

Like a bird panting yet from fear, she lay.

But blest—in misery's very lap—yet blest

!

love, love, strong as death !—from such an hour

Pressing out joy by thine immortal power

;

Holy and fervent love ! had earth but rest

For thee and thine, this world were all too fair !

How covild we thence be wean'd to die without

despair?

Lvn.

But she—as falls a willow from the storm.

O'er its own river streaming—thus reclined

On the youth's bosom hung her fragile form.

And clasping arms, so passionately twined

Around his neck—with such a trusting fold,

A full deep sense of safety in their hold.

As if naught earthly might th' embrace imbind !

Alas ! a child's fond faith, believing still [kill

!

Its mother's breast beyond the hghtning's reach to

Brief rest ! upon the turning billow's height

A strange sweet moment of some heavenly strain.

Floating between the savage gusts of night.

That sweep the seas to foam ! Soon dark again

The hour—the scene ; th' intensely present rush'd

Back on her spirit, and her large tears gush'd

Like blood-drops from a victim—viith swift rain

Bathing the bosom where she lean'd that hoiu".

As ifher life wouldmelt into th' o'erswellingshower.

from the length of the preceding ceremonies, delayed tDI

midnight.
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But he whose arm stistain'd her !—oh, I knew

'Twas vain !—and yet he hoped—ho fondly strove

Back from her faith her sinking soul to woo.

As life might yet be hers ! A dream of love

Which could not look upon so fair a thing,

Remembering how like hope, like joy, like spring.

Her smile was wont to glance, her step to move.

And deem that men indeed, in very truth.

Could mean the sting of death for her soft flower-

ing youth

!

Ho woo'd her back to life. " Sweet Inez, live !

My blessed Inez !—visions have beguiled

Thy heart; abjure them ! thou wort form'd to give

And to find joy ; and hath not sunshine smiled

Around thee ever 1 Leave me not, mine own !

Or earth will grow too dark !— for thee alone.

Thee have I loved, thou gentlest ! from a child.

And borne thine image with me o'er the sea.

Thy soft voice in my soul. Speak ! Oh ! yet live

for mo !

"

She look'd up wildly ; there were anxious eyes

Waiting that look—sad eyes of troubled thought,

Alvar's—Theresa's ! Did her childhood rise.

With all its pure and home-affections fraught.

In the briefglance? She clasp'd her hands—the strife

Of love, faith, fear, and that vain dream of hfe.

Within her woman's breast so deeply wrought.

It seem'd as if a reed so slight and weak [break !

Must, in the rending storm not quiver only

—

Andthus it was. The yoiuig cheek flush'd andfaded,

As the swift blood in currents came and went.

And hues of death the marble brow o'ershadcd.

And the sunk eye a watery lustre sent [pass'd

Through itswhite fluttering lids. Then tremblings

O'er the frail form, that shook it as the blast

Shakes the sere leaf, until the spirit rent

Its way to peace—the fearful way tmknown.

Pale in love's arms she lay

—

she 1—what had loved

was gone !

Joy for thee, trembler !—thou redeem'd one, joy

!

Young dove set free !—earth, ashes, soulless clay,

Remain'd for baffled vengeance to destroy.

Thy chain was riven ! Nor hadst thou cast away

Thy hope in thy last hour !—though love was there

Striving to wring thy troubled soul from prayer,

And life seem'd robed in beautiful array.

Too fair to leave !—but this might bo forgiven.

Thou wert so richly crown'd with precious gifta

of heaven !

But woe for him who felt the heart grow still,

Which, with its weight of agony, had lain

Breaking on his ! Scarce could the mortal chill

Of the hush'd bosom, ne'er to heave again.

And all the silence curdling round the eye.

Bring home the stem belief that she could die

—

That she indeed could die !—for, wild and vain

As hope might be, his soul had hoped: 'twas

o'er

—

[bore.

Slowly his failing arms dropp'd from the form they

They forced him from that spot. It might be well.

That the fierce reckless words by anguish wrung

From his torn breast, all aimless as they fell.

Like spray-drops from the strife of torrents flung,

Were mark'd as guilt. There are who note these

things

Against the smitten heart ; its breaking strings

—On whose low thrills once gentle music hung

—

With a rude hand of touch unholy trying.

And numbering then as crimes, the deep, strange

tones replying.

LXVI.

But ye in solemn joy, faithful pair !

Stood gazing on your parted sister's dust

;

I saw your features by the torch's glare.

And they were brightomng with a heavenward

trust

!

I saw the doubt, the anguish, the dismay,

Melt from my Alvar's glorious mien away ;

And peace was there—the calmness of the just !

And, bending down the slumb'rer's brow to kiss,

" Thy rest is won," he said, " sweet sister ! Praise

for this r

I started as from sleep;—yes!—he had spoken

—

A breeze had troubled memory's hidden source !

At once the torpor of my soul was broken

—

Thought, feeling, passion, woke in tenfold force.

There are soft breathings in the southern wind.

That so your ice-chains, ye streams I unbind,

And free the foaming swiftness of your course !

I burst from those that held me back, and fell

Even on his neck, and cried
—" Friend I brother I

fiire thee well
!"
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Lxvin.

Did he not say " Farewell !" Alas ! no breath

Came to mine ear. Hoarsemurmurs fromthe throng

Told that the mysteries in the face of death

Had from their eager sight been veil'd too long.

And we were parted as the surge might part

Those that would die together, true of heart.

Hw hour was come—but in mine anguish strong,

Like a fierce swimmer through the midnight sea,

Blindly I rush'd away from that which was to be.

LXIX.

Away—away I rush'd ; but swift and high

The arrowy pillars of the firelight grew,

Till the transparent darkness of the sky

Flush'd to a blood-red mantle in their hue ;

And, phantom-like, the kindling city seem'd

To spread, float, wave, as on the wind they stream'd,

With their wild splendour chasing me ! I knew

The death-work was begvm—I veil'd mine eyes.

Yet stopp'd in spell-boimd fear to catch the vio-

timis' cries.

What heard I then "i—a ringing shriek of pain.

Such as for ever haunts the tortured ear ?

I heard a sweet and solemn-breathing strain

Piercing the flame, untremulous and clear !

The rich, triumphal tones !—I knew them well.

As they came floating with a breezy swell

!

Man's voice was there—a clarion-voice to cheer

In the mid-battle—ay, to turn the flying

;

Woman's—that might have sung of heaven beside

the dying 1

It was a fearful, yet a glorious thing

To hear that hymn of martyrdom, and know
That its glad stream of melody could spring

Up from th' unsounded gulfs of human woe !

Alvar ! Theresa !—what is deep ? what strong ?

—God's breath within the soul ! It fiU'd that song

From your victorious voices ! But the glow

On the hot air and lurid skies increased :

Faint grew the sounds—more faint : I listen'd

—

they bad ceased

!

LXXII.

And thou indeed hadst perish'd, my soul's friend!

I might form other ties— but thou alone

Couldst with a glance the veil of dimness rend.

By other years o'er boyhood's memory thrown

!

I For one of the most powerful and impressive pictures

perhaps ever drawn, of a young mind struggUng against habit

Others might aid me onward : thou and I

Had mingled the fresh thoughts that early die,

Once flowering—nevermore! And thou wertgone!

Who could give back my youth, my spirit free,

Or be in aught again what thou hadst been to me ?

LXXJJL

And yet I wept thee not, thou true and brave !

I could not weep—there gather'd round thy name

Too deep a passion. Thou denied a grave !

Thou, with the blight flung on thy soldier's fame

!

Had I not known thy heart from childhood's time 1

Thy heart of hearts 1—and couldst thou die for

crime 1

No ! bad all earth decreed that death of shame,

I would have set, against all earth's decree,

Th' inalienable trust of my firm soul in thee !

IXXIT.

There are swifthours in life—strong, rushinghours.

That do the work of tempests in their might

!

They shake down things that stood as rocks and

towers

Unto th' undoubting mind ; they pour in Ught

Where it but startles—like a burst of day

For which th' uprooting of an oak makes way

;

They sweep the colouring mists from off our sight;

They touch with fire thought's graven page, the roll

Stamp'd with past years—and lo! it shrivels as a

scroll

!

LXXV.

And this was of such hours ! The sudden flow

Of my soul's tide seem'd whelming me; the glare

Of the red flames, yet rocking to and fro,

Scorch'd up my heart with breathless thirst for air,

And solitude, and freedom. It had been

Well with me then, in some vast desert scene.

To pour my voice out, for the winds to bear

On with them, wildly questioning the sky.

Fiercelythe untroubled stars, ofman'sdim destiny.

LXXVI.

I would have call'd, adjuring the dark cloud

;

To the most ancient heavens I would have said

—

" Speak to me! show me truth !"^—through night

aloud

I would have cried to him, the newly dead,

"Come back! and show me truth!" My spirit

seem'd

Gasping for some free burst, its darkness teem'd

With such pent storms of thought ! Again I fled,

and superstieion in its first aspirations after truth, see the

admirable LcUers/rom Spain bj/ Dun Leucadio Doblado.
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I fled, a reftige from man's face to gain, [&ne.

Scai'co conscious when I paused, entering a lonely

uucvu.

A mighty minster, dim, and proud, and vast

!

Silence was round the sleepers whom its floor

Shut in the grave ; a shadow of the past,

A memory of the sainted steps that wore

Erewhilo its gorgeous pavement, seem'd to brood

Like mist upon the stately solitude
;

A halo of sad fame to mantle o'er

Its white sepulchral forms of mail-clad men; [glen.

And all was hush'd as night in some deep Alpine

Lxxvin.

More hush'd, far more!— for there the wind

sweeps by.

Or the woods tremble to the streams' loud play

;

Here a strange echo made my very sigh

Seem for the place too much a sound of day

!

Too much my footsteps broke the moonlight,

fading.

Yet arch through arch in one soft flow pervading.

And I stood still : prayer, chant had died away

;

Yet past me floated a fimereal breath

Of incense. I stood still—as beforeGod and death.

LZXIZ.

For thick ye girt me round, yo long departed !'

Dust—imaged forms—with cross, and shield, and

crest

;

It seem'd as if your ashes would have started

Had a wild voice burst forth above your rest

!

Yet ne'er, perchance, did worshipper of yore

Bear to your thrilling presence what / bore

Of wrath, doubt, anguish, battling in the breast

!

I could have pour'd out words, on that pale air.

To make your proud tombs ring. No, no! I could

not there I

LXXZ.

Not midst those aisles, through which a thousand

years,

Mutely as clouds, and reverently, had swept

;

Not by those shrines, which yet the trace of tears

And kneeling votaries on their marble kept

!

Ye were too mighty in your pomp of gloom

And trophied age, temple, altar, tomb !

* ** You wnik from end to end over a floor of tombstones,

inlaid in brass witti the forms of tlie departed, raltres, and

crosiers, and spears, and sliields, and lielmets, all mingled

togetlier—all worn into glass-lilte smoothness by the feet and

the knees of long-departed worshipjiers. Around, on every

side, each in tlieir separate chapel, sleep undisturbed from age

And you, ye dead !—for in that faith ye slept.

Whoso weight had grown a mountain's oumy heart.

Which could not there be loosed. I tum'd me to

depart.

LXXXL

I tum'd : what glimmcr'd faintly on my sight

—

Faintly, yet brightening as a wreath of snow

Seen through dissolvinghaze ? Themoon,the night.

Had waned, and down pour'd in—gray, shadowy,

slow.

Yet dayspring still ! A solemn hue it caught.

Piercing the storied windows, darkly fraught

With stoles and draperies of imperial glow
;

And, soft and sad, that colouring gleam was thrown

Where, pale, a pictured form above the altar shone.

LXXXII.

Thy form, thou Son of God !—a wrathful deep.

With foam, and cloud, and tempest round Thee

spread,

And such a weight of night !—a night, when sleep

From the fierce rocking of the billows fled.

A bark show'd dim beyond Thee, with its mast

Bow'd, and its rent sail shivering to the blast

;

But, like a spirit in thy gliding tread.

Thou, as o'er glass, didst walk that stormy sea

Through rushing winds, which left a silent path

for Thee.

LXXXIU.

So still thy white robes fell !—no breath of air

Within their long and slumb'rous folds had sway.

So still the waves of parted, shadowy hair

From thy clear brow flow'd droopingly away !

Darkwere the heavens above thee. Saviour !—dark

The gulfs. Deliverer ! round the straining bark !

But Thou !—o'er all thine aspect and array

Was pour'd one stream of pale, broad, silvery

light

:

[night

!

Thou wert the single star of that all-shrouding

LXXXIV.

Aid for one sinking ! Thy lone brightness gleam'd

On his wild face, just lifted o'er the wave.

With its worn, fearful, human look, that seem'd

To cry, through surge and blast
—"I perish

—

save
!

"

to age the venerable ashes of the holiest or the loftiest that of

old came thither to worsliip— tlieir images and their dying

prayers sculptured among the resting-places of their remains."

—From a beautiful description of ancient Spanish Cathedrals,

in Pelcr't Uttert to hit Kinrfiilk.
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Not to the winds—not vainly ! Thou wert nigh.

Thy hand was stretch'd to fainting agony.

Even in the portals of th' unqviiet grave !

Thou that art the life ! and yet didst bear

Too much of mortal woe to turn from mortal

prayer

!

LXXXV.

But was it not a thing to rise on death.

With its remember'd light, that face of thine,

Eedeemer ! dimm'd by this world's misty breath.

Yet mournfully, mysteriously divine ?

Oh ! that calm, sorrowful, prophetic eye.

With its dark depths of giief, love, majesty !

And the pale glory of the brow !—a shrine

Where power sat veil'd, yet shedding softly rovrnd

What told that Them couldst be but for a time

uncrowu'd !

LXXXVL

And, more than aU, the heaven of that sad smile

!

The lip of mercy, our immortal trust

'

Did not that look, that very look, erewhile

Pour its o'ershadow'd beauty on the dust ?

Wert thou not such when earth's dark cloud hung

o'er Thee i— [Thee,

Surely thou wert ! My heart grew hush'd before

Sinking, with all its passions, as the gust

Sank at thy voice, along its billowy way : [pray 1

What had I there to do but kneel, and weep, and

T.YTTVTT.

Amidst the stillness rose my spirit's cry.

Amidst the dead—" By that ftdl cup of woe,

Press'd from the firuitage of mortality,

Saviour ! for Thee—give light ! that I may know
If by thy wiU, in thine all-healing name,

Men cast down human hearts to bUghting shame.

And early death ; and say, if this be so.

Where, then, is mercy t Whither shall we flee,

So unaUied to hope, save by our hold on Thee ?

T.TTTVTTT

"But didst Thou not, the deep sea brightly

treading,

lift from despair that struggler with the wave ?

And wert Thou not, sad tears, yet awful, shedding.

Beheld a weeper at a mortal's grave ?

And is this weight of anguish, which they bind

On life—this searing to the quick of mind.

That but to God its own free path would crave

—

This crushing out of hope, and love, and youth,

Thy wUl, indeed ^ Give light ! that I may know

the truth

!

LXXXIZ.

" For my sick soul is darken'd unto death.

With shadows from the suffering it hath seen

;

The strong foundations of mine ancient faith

Sink from beneath me—whereon shall I lean ?

Oh ! if from thy pure lips was wrung the sigh

Of the dust's anguish ! if like man to die

—

And earth round him shuts heavily—hath been

Even to Thee bitter, aid me ! guide me ! turn

My wild and wandering thoughts back from their

Bteirless bourne !

"

And calm'd I rose : but how the while had risen

Mom's orient sun, dissolving mist and shade !

Could there indeed be wrong, or chain, or prison.

In the bright world such radiance might pervade!

It fill'd the fane, it mantled the pale form

Which rose before me through the pictured storm.

Even the gray tombs it kindled, and array'd

With life !—How hard to see thy race begun.

And think man wakes to grief, wakening to thee,

OSun!

I sought my home again ; and thou, my child.

There at thy play beneath yon ancient pine.

With eyes,whoselightninglaughter' hath beguiled

A thousand pangs, thence flashing joy to mine

;

Thou in thy mother's arms, a babe, didst meet

My coming with young smiles, which yet, though

sweet,

Seem'd on my soul all mournfully to shine.

And ask a happier heritage for thee.

Than but in tiim the blight of human hope to see.

Now sport, for thou art free ! the bright birds

chasing, [tree

;

Whose wings waft star-like gleams fixjm tree to

Or with the fawn, thy swift wood-playmate, racing.

Sport on, my joyous child ! for thou art free !

Yes, on that day I took thee to my heart.

And inly vow'd, for thee a better part

To choose; that so thy sunny bursts of glee [woe.

Should wake no more dim thoughts of far-seen

But, gladdening fearless eyes, flow on—as now

they flow.

Thou hast a richworldroundthee—mightyshades

Weaving their gorgeous tracery o'er thy head.

With the light melting through their high arcades,

1 El' lampeggiar de I'angelico riso."—Pktrarch.
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As through a pUlar'd cloister's ;
' but the dead

Sleep not beneath ; nor doth the sunbeam pass

To mai-ble shrines through rainbow-tinted glass

;

Yet thou, by fount and forost-muiTnur led

To worship, thou art blest ! to thee is shown

Earth in her holy pomp, dcck'd for her God alone.

Wie <lieM treue lielM secl9

Ton Ihrem GUub«n Voll,

Ver ganz allein

Ihr Hlig machend 1st, Blch helllg quale.

Dm lie den Uebeten Mann verluren balten oil.—Fautr.

I never ehall nntle more—bat all my daye

Walk with itill footatepi and with humble eyee.

An everlaetlng hj-mn within my eoul.—WiuoK

I.

Bring mo the soimding of the torrent-water.

With yet a nearer swell ! Fresh breeze, awake !°

And river, darkening ne'er with hues of slaughter

Thy wave's pure silverj' green,—and shining lake.

Spread far before my cabin, with thy zone

Of ancient woods, ye chainless things and lone !

Send voices through the forest aisles, and make

Glad music roimd me, that my soul may dare, [au-

!

Cheer'd by such tones, to look back on a dungeon's

Indian hunter of the desert's race !

That with the spear at times, or bended bow.

Dost cross my footsteps in thy fiery chase

Of the swift elk or blue hill's flying roe

;

Thou that beside the red night-fire thou heapest.

Beneath the cedars and the star-light sleepest,

Thou know'st not, wanderer—never ma/st thou

know !—

•

Of the dark holds wherewith man cumbers earth,

To shut from human eyes the dancing seasons'

mirth.

There, fettcr'd down from day, to think the while

How bright in heaven the festal sun is glowing,

> " Sometimes their diacoune wu held in the deep shadei of

moss-prown forests, whose gloom and interlaced boughs first

suggested thjit Gotliic architecture beneath wliose pointed

arches, wliere tliey had studied and prayed, tlie parti-

coloured windows shed a tinged light ; scenes which tlie gleams

of sunshine, penetrating the deep foliage, and flicltering on

the variegated turf below, might have recalled to their

memory."—Webster's Oration on the Landing of tlie Pilgrim

Fathers in New England.—Se«Uo»osoN'«Irtter»/runliW(A

Anurica, vol. ii. p. 305.

Making earth's loneliest places, with his smile,

Flush like the rose; and how the streams are

flowing

With sudden sparkles through the shadowy grass.

And water-flowers, all trembling as they pass

;

And how the rich, dark summer trees are bowing

With their full foliage : this to know, and pine

Boimd unto midnight's heart, seems a stem lot

—

'twas mine !

Wherefore was this 1 Because my soul had drawn

Light from the Book whose words are graved in

light !

There, at its well-head, had 1 found the dawn.

And day, and noon of freedom : but too bright

It shines on that which man to man hath given.

And call'd the truth—the very truth, from heaven!

And therefore seeks he in his brother's sight

To cast the mote ; and therefore strives to bind.

With his strong chains, to earth what is not earth's

—the mind !

It is a weary and a bitter task

Back from the lip the burning word to keep.

And to shut out heaven's air with falsehood's mask.

And in the dark urn of the soul to heap

Indignant feelings—making e'en of thought

A buried treasure, which may but be sought

When shadows are abroad^and night—and sleep.

I might not brook it long—and thus was thrown

Into that grave-like cell, to wither there alone.

And I, a child of danger, whose delights

Were on dark hills and many-sounding seas

—

I, that amidst the Cordillera heights

Had given CastUian banners to the breeze.

And the full circle of the rainbow seen

There, on the snows ;' and in my country been

A mountain wanderer, from the Pyrenees

To the Morona crags—how left I not

Life, or the soul's life, quench'd on that sepulchral

spot]

^ Tlie varying sounds of waterfalls are thus alluded to in

an interesting work of Mrs Grant's. " On the opposite side

the view was bounded by steep hills, covered with lofty pines,

from which a waterfall descended, which not only gave ani-

mation to the sylvan scene, but was the best barometer ima-

ginable : foretelling by its varied and intelligible sounds every

approaching change, not only of the weather but of the wind."

—Memoinofan American Lady, vol. i. p. 143.

3 The circular rainbows, occasionally seen amongst the

Andes, are described by UII0.1.
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Because Thou didst not leave me, my God !

Thou wert with those that bore the truth of old

Into the deserts from th' oppressor's rod,

And made the caverns of the rock their fold

;

And in the hidden chambers of the dead,

Our guiding lamp with fire immortal fed ;

And met when stars met, by their beams to hold

The free heart's commmiing with Thee,—and

Thou [then as now !

Wert in the midst, felt, own'd—the Strengthener

Yet once I sank. Alas ! man's wavering mind !

Wherefore and whence the gusts that o'er it blow?

How they bear with them, floating uncombiued.

The shadows of the past, that come and go,

As o'er the deep the old long-buried things

Which a storm's working to the surface brings !

Is the reed shaken,—and must we be so.

With every wind? So, Father! must we be, [Thee.

Till we can fix undimm'd our steadfast eyes on

Once my soul died within me. What had thrown

That sickness o'er it "i Even a passing thought

Of a clear spring, whose side, vrith flowers o'er-

grown,

Fondly and oft my boyish steps had sought

!

Perchance the damp roof's water-drops that fell

Just then, low tinkling through my vaulted cell,

Intensely heard amidst the stillness, caught

Some tone from memory, of the music, welling

Ever with that fresh rill, from its deep rocky

dwelling.

But so my spirit's fever'd longings wrought.

Wakening, it might be, to the faint, sad sound,

That from the darkness of the walls they brought

A loved scene round me, visibly around.^

^ Many striking instances of the vividness with which the

mind, when strongly excited, has been known to renovate

past impressions, and embody tliem into visible imagery, are

noticed and accounted for in Dr Ilibberfs Philosophy ofAp-

paritiora. The following illustrative passage is quoted in the

same work, from the writings of the late Dr Ferriar:—*' I

remember that, about the age of fourteen, it was asource of

great amusement to myself, if I had been viewing any inter-

esting object in the couise of the day, such as a romantic

ruin, a fine seat, or a review of a body of troops, as soon as

evening came on, if I had occasion to go into a dark

room, the whole scene was brought before my eyes with

a brilliancy equal to what it had possessed in diiylight,

and remained visible for several minutes, I have no doubt

that dismal and frightful images hare been thus presented

Yes ! kindling, spreading, brightening, hue by hue.

Like stars from midnight, through the gloom, it

grew, [bound

That haunt of youth, hope, manhood !—till the

Of my shut cavern seem'd dissolved, and I

Girt by the solemn hills and burning pomp of sky.

I look'd—and lo ! the clear, broad river floiftTng

Past the old Moorish ruin on the steep.

The lone tower dark against a heaven all glowing,

Like seas of glass and fire !—I saw the sweep

Of glorious woods far down the mountain side,

And their still shadows in the gleaming tide.

And the red evening on its waves asleep

;

And midst the scene—oh ! more than all—there

smiled [child

!

My child's fair face, and hers, the mother of my

With their soft eyes of love and gladness raised

Up to the flushing sky, as when we stood

Last by that river, and in silence gazed

On the rich world of sunset. But a flood

Of sudden tenderness my soul oppress'd
;

And I rush'd forward, with a yearning breast.

To clasp—alas !—a vision ! Wave and wood, '

And gentle faces, Hfted in the light [sight.

Of day's last hectic blush, all melted from my

xin.

Then darkness !—oh ! th' unutterable gloom

That seem'd as narrowing round me, making less

And less my dungeon, when, with all its bloom.

That bright dream vanish'd from my loneliness !

It floated off', the beautiful ! yet left

Such deep thirst in my soul, that thus bereft,

I lay down, sick with passion's vain excess.

And pray'd to die. How oft would sorrow weep

Her weariness to death, if he might come like

sleep I

to young persons after scenes of domestic affliction orppblic

horror.

"

The following passage from the Alcazar of Seville, a tale or

historical sketch, by the author of Doblado's Letters, affords

a further illustration of this subject. " When, descending

fast into the vale of years, I strongly fix my mind's eye on

those narrow, shady, silent streets, where I breathed the

scented air which came rustling through the surrounding

groves ; where the footsteps re-echoed from the clean watered

porches of the houses, and where every object spoke of quiet

and contentment ; the objects around me
begin to fade into a mere delusion, and not only the thoughts,

but the external sensations, which I then experienced, revive

with a reality that almost makes me shudder—it has so much

the character of a trance or vision."
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But I was roused—and how ! It is no tale,

Even midst thy shades, thou wilderness ! to tell.

I would not have my boy's young cheek made pale,

Nor haunt his sunny rest with what befell

In that drear prison-house. His eye must grow

Horo dark with thought, more earnest his fair

brow, [swell

;

More high his heart in youthful strength must

So shall it fitly bum when all is told : [enfold.

Let childhood's radiant mist the free child yet

It is enough that through such heavy hours

As wring us by our fellowship of clay,

I Uved, and undegraded. We have powers

To snatch th' oppressor's bitter joy away !

Shall the wild Indian for his savage fame

Laugh and expu-e, and shall notTruth's high name
Bear up her martyrs with all-conquering sway ?

It is enough that torture may bo vain :

I had seen Alvar die—the strifewaswon from Pain.

And faint not, heart of man ! Though years wane
slow.

There have been those that from the deepest caves,

And cells of night, and fastnesses below

The stormy dashing of the ocean waves,

Down, fartherdown than gold lies hid, have nursed

A quenchless hope, and watch'd their time, and

burst

On the bright day, like wakeners from the graves

!

I was of such at last !—unchain'd I trode

This green earth, taking back my freedom from

my Grod !

That was an hour to send its fadeless trace

Down life's far-sweeping tide 1 A dim, wild night,

Like sorrow, hung upon the soft moon's face,

Yet how my heart leap'd in her blessed light

!

The shepherd's light—the sailor's on the sea

—

The hunter's homeward from the mountains free,

Where its lone smile makes tremulously bright

The thousand streams !—I could but gaze through

tears. [years

!

Oh I what a sight is heaven, thus first beheld for

The rollingclouds !—they have the wholebluespace

Above to sail in—all the dome of sky I

My soul shot with them in their breezy race

O'er star and gloom ; but I had yet to fly,

As flies the hunted wolf. A secret spot

And strange, I knew—the simbeam knew it not,

—

Wildest of all the savage glens that lie

In far sierras, hiding their deep springs, [wings.

And traversed but by storms, or sounding eagles'

.

Ay, and I met the storm there ! I had gain'd

The covert's heart with svrift and stealthy tread :

A moan went past me, and the dark trees rain'd

Their autumn foliage rustling on my head ;

A moan—a hollow gust—and there I stood

Girt with majestic night, and ancient wood.

And foaming water.—Thither might have fled

The mountain Christian with his faith of yore.

When Afric's tambour shook the ringing western

shore !

But through the black ravine the storm came

swelUng

:

—Mighty thou art amidst the hills, thou blast

!

In thy lone course the kingly cedars felling.

Like plumes upon the path of battle cast

!

A rent oak thunder'd down beside my cave.

Booming it rush'd, as booms a deep sea wave;

A falcon soar'd ; a startled wild-deer pass'd

;

A far-off' bell toU'd faintly through the roar.

How my glad spirit swept forth with the winds

once more

!

And with the arrowy hghtnings .'—for they flash'd.

Smiting the branches in their fitful play.

And brightly shivering where the torrents dash'd

Up, even to crag and eagle's nest, their spray

!

And there to stand amidst the pealing strife.

The strong pines groaning with tempestuous life,

And all the moimtain-yoices on their way,—
Was it not joy J 'Twas joy in rushing might.

After those years that wove but one long dead of

night

!

There came a softer hour, a lovelier moon.

And lit me to my home of youth again,

Through thedim chestnut shade, where oft at noon,

By the fount's flashing burst, my head had lain

In gentle sleep. But now I pass'd as one

That may not pause where wood-streams whisper-

ing i-un.

Or light sprays tremble to a bird's wild strain ;

Because th' avenger'svoice is in the wind, [behind.

The foe's quick, rustling step close on the leaves
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xxm.
My home of youth ! Oh ! if indeed to part

With the soul's loved ones be a mournful thing,

When we go forth in buoyancy of heart.

And bearing all the glories of our spi-ing

For hfe to breathe on,— is it less to meet.

When these are faded 1—who shall call it sweet ?

Even though love's mingling tears may haply bring

Balm as they fall, too well their heavy showers

Teach us howmuch is lost of all that once was om-s

!

Not by the sunshine, with its golden glow.

Nor the green earth, nor yet the laughing sky.

Nor the fiur flower-scents,^ as they come and go

In the soft air, like music wandering by

;

—Oh ! not by these, th' unfailing, are we taught

How time and sorrowon our fi-ameshave wrought;

But by the sadden'd eye, the dai'ken'd brow
Of kindred aspect, and the long dim gaze.

Which tells us we are changed—how changed

from other days

!

Before my father, in my place of birth,

I stood an ahen. On the very floor

Which oft had trembled to my boyish mirth.

The love that rear'd me knew my face no more

!

There hung the antique armour, helm and crest,

AVhose every stain woke childhood in my breast

;

There droop'd the banner, with the marks it bore

Of Paynim spears ; and I, the worn in frame

And heart, what there was 1 1—another and the

same!

Then bounded in a boy, with clear, dark eye

—

How should he know his father? When we parted.

From the soft cloud which mantles infancy.

His soul, just wakening into wonder, darted

Its first looks round. Him foUow'd one, the bride

Of my young days, the wife how loved and tried

!

Her glance met mine— I could not speak— she

started

With a bewilder'd gaze—until there came [name.

Tears to my burning eyes, and from my Ups her

XXTU.

She knew me then ! I munnur'd " Leonor/"

And her heart answer'd ! Oh ! the voice is known

1 *• For because the breath of flowers is farre sweeter in the

aire (where it comes and goes lilie the warbling of musick)

than in the liand, therefore notliing is more fit for tliat

First from all else, and swiftest to restore

Love's buried imi^es, with one low tone [faded.

That strikes like lightning, when the cheek is

And the brow heavily with thought o'ershaded.

And all the brightness from the aspect gone

!

—Upon my breast she sunk, when doubt was fled.

Weeping as those may weep, that meet in woo

and dread.

xxvm.

For there we might not rest. Alas ! to leave

Those native towers, and know that they must fall

By slow decay, and none remain to grieve

yVTien the weeds cluster'd on the lonely wall

!

We were the last—my boy and I—the last

Of a long line which brightly thence had pass'd

!

My father bless'd me as I left his hall-— [years,

With his deep tones and sweet, though fvdl of

He bless'd me there, and bathed my child's young

head with tears.

I had brought sorrow on his gray hairs down.

And ca.st the darkness of my branded name

(For so he deem'd it) on the clear renown, ,

My own ancestral heritage of fame.

And yet he bless'd me ! Father ! if the dust

Lie on those lips benign, my spirit's trust

Is to behold thee yet, where grief and shame

Dim the bright day no more ; and thou wUt know

That not through guilt thy son thus bow'd thine

age with woe !

And thou, my Leonor ! that unrepining,

If sad in soul, didst quit all else for me.

When stars, the stars that earliest rise, are shining.

How their softglance unseals each thought ofthee!

For on our flight they smiled ; their dewy rays.

Through the last olives, lit thy tearful gaze

Back to the home we never more might see.

So pass'd wo on, like earth's first exiles, turning

Fond looks whore hung the sword above their

Eden burning.

It was a woe to say, " Farewell, my Spain !

The sunny and the vintage land, farewell !

"

—I could have died upon the battle-plain

For thee, my country ! but I might not dwell

delight than to know wbat be the flowers and plants which

doe best perfume' the aire."

—

Lord Bacon's Essaj/ on

Gardens.
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In thy sweet vales, at peace. The voice of song

Breathes, with the myrtle scent, thy hills along

;

The citron's glow is caught from shade and dell

:

But what are these 1 upon thy flowery sod

I might not kneel, and pour my free thoughts out

to God !

O'er the blue deep I fled, the chainless deep !

Strange heart of man ! that e'en midst woe swells

high, [sweep,

Wlien through the foam he sees his proud bark

Flinging out joyous gleams to wave and sky !

Yes ! it swells high, whate'er ho leaves behind.

His spirit rises with the rising wind

;

For, wedded to the far futurity.

On, on, it bears him ever, and the main [gain.

Seems rushing, like his hope,some happier shore to

XX3UU.

Not thus is woman. Closely her still heart

Doth twine itself with e'en each hfelcss thing

\Vhich, long remember'd, seem'd to bear its part

In hor calm joys. For ever would she cling,

A brooding dove, to that solo spot of earth

Where she hath loved, andgiven herchildren birth.

And heard their first sweet voices. There may

spring

Array no path, renew no flower, no leaf, [grief.

But hath its breath of home, its ckim to farewell

XXXIV.

I look'd on Leonor,—and if there seem'd

A cloud of more than pensiveness to rise

In the faint smiles that o'er her features gleam'd.

And the soft darkness of her serious eyes.

Misty with tender gloom, I call'd it naught

But the fond exile's pang, a lingering thought

Of her own vale, with all its melodies

And living light of streams. Her soul would rest

Beneath your shades, I said, bowers ofthe gorgeous

West !

xxxv.

Oh, could we live in visions ! could we hold

Delusion faster, longer, to our breast.

When it shuts from us, with its mantle's fold,

That which we see not, and are therefore blest

!

But they, our loved and loving—they to whom
We have spread out our souls in joy and gloom.

Their looks and accents, unto ours address'd,

Have been a language of frunihar tone

Too long to breathe, at last, dark sayings and

unknown.

XXXVl.

I told my heart, 'twas but the exile's woe

Wliich press'd on that sweet bosom ; I deceived

My heart but half : a whisper, faint and low,

Haunting it ever, and at times believed.

Spoke of some deeper cause. How oft wo seem

Like those that dream, and know the while they

dream

—

Midst the soft falls of airy voices giieved [play.

And troubled, while bright phantoms round them

By a dim sense that all will float and fade away !

xxxvn.

Yet, as if chasing joy, I woo'd the breeze

To speed mo onward with the wings of mom.
Oh ! far amidst the solitary seas,

Which were not made for man, what man hath

borne, [bear,

Answering their moan with his !—what them didst

My lost and loveliest ! while that secret care

Grew terror, and thy gentle spirit, worn

By its dull brooding weight, gave way at last.

Beholding me as one from hope for ever cast !

xxxvni.

For unto thee, as through all change, reveal'd

Mine inward being lay. In other eyes

I had to bow me yet, and make a shield.

To fence my burning bosom, of disg-uise

;

By the still hope sustain'd, ere long to win

Some sanctuary, whose green retreats witliin

My thoughts unfetter'd to their soiirce might rise,

Like songs and scents of mom. But thou didst

look [shook.

Through aU my soul, and thine e'en unto fainting

XXXIX.

Fallen, fallen, I seem'd—^j-et, oh ! not less beloved.

Though from thy love was pluck'd the early pride.

And hai-shly by a gloomy faith reproved.

And sear'd with shame ! Though each young

flower had died.

There was the root,—strong, living, not the less

That all it yielded now was bitterness

;

Yet still such love as quits not misery's side,

Nor drops from guilt its ivy-like embrace.

Nor turns away from death's its pale heroic face.

Yes ! thou hadst follow'd me through fearand flight

!

Thou wouldst have follow'd had my pathway led

E'en to the scaffold ; had the flasliing light

Of the raised axe made strong men shrink with

dread.
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Thou, midst the hush of thousands, wouldst have

been

With thy clasp'd hands beside me kneeling seen.

And meekly bowing to the shame thy head

—

The shame 1—oh 1 making beautiful to view

The might of human love—fair thing ! so bravely

true !

There was thine agony—to love so well

Where fear made love life's chastener. Hereto-

fore,

Whate'er of earth's disquiet round thee fell.

Thy soul, o'erjiassing its dim bounds, could soar

Away to sunshine, and thy clear eye speak

Most of the skies when grief moat touch'd thy

cheek.

Now, that far brightness faded, never more

Could thou lift heavenwards for its hope thy heart.

Since at heaven's gate it seem'd that thou and I

must part.

Alas ! and life hath moments when a glance—

(If thought to sudden watchfulness be stirr'd)

—

A flush—a fading of the cheek, perchance

—

A word—less, less—the cadence of a word.

Lets in our gaze the mind's dim veil beneath.

Thence to bring haply knowledge fraught mth
death I

Even thus, what never from thy lip was heard

Broke on my soul. I knew that in thy sight

I stood, howe'er beloved, a recreant from the light.

Thy sad, sweet hymn, at eve, the seas along,

—

Oh ! the deep soul it breathed !— the love, the woe,

The fervour, pour'd in that full gush of song,

As it went floating through the fiery glow

Of the rich sunset !—bringing thoughts of Spain,

With all their vesper voices, o'er the main,

Which seem'd responsive in its mimnuring flow.

"Ave sanctissimal"—how oft that lay [away !

Hath melted from my heart the martj-r strength

Ave, sanctissima

!

'Tis nightfall on the sea

;

Ora pro nobis

!

Our souls rise to thee I

Watch us, while shadows lie

O'er the dim watere spread

;

Hear the heart's lonely sigh

—

Thine too hath bled !

Thou that hast look'd on death,

Aid us when death is near !

Whisper of heaven to faith

;

Sweet Mother, hear

!

Ora pro nobis !

The wave must rock our sleep,

Ora, Mater, ora

!

Thou star of the deep

!

XLIV.

" Ora pro nMs, Mater/"—WTiat a spell

Was in those notes, with day's last glory dying

On the flush'd waters—seem'd they not to swell

From the far dust wherein my sires were lying

With crucifix and sword ] Oh ! yet how clear

Comes their reproachful sweetness to mine ear !

" (h-a
"—with all the purple waves replying.

All my youth's visions rising in the strain

—

And I had thought it much to bear the rack and

chain !

Torture ! the sorrow of affiection's eye.

Fixing its meekness on the spirit's core.

Deeper, and teaching more of agony,

May pierce than many swords !—and this I bore

With a mute pang. Since I had vainly striven

From its free springs to pour the truth of heaven

Into thy trembling soul, my Leonor !

Silence rose up where hearts no hope could share

:

Alas ! for those that love, and may not blend in

prayer !

We could not pray together midst the deep,

Which, like a floor of sapphire, round us lay.

Through days of splendour, nights too bright for

sleep,

Soft, solemn, holy ! We were on our way
Unto the mighty Cordillera land.

With menwhom tales of that world's golden strand

Had lured to leave their vines. Oh ! who shall say

What thoughts rose in us, when the tropic sky

Touch'd all its molten seas with sunset's alchemy

!

XLVII.

Thoughts no more mingled ! Then came night

—

th' intense

Dark blue—the burning stars ! I saw thee shine

Once more, in thy serene magnificence,

Southern Cross !' as when thy radiant sign

1 *' The pleasure we felt on disco%'ering the Southern Cross

was warmly shared by such of the crew as liad lived in the
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First drew my gaze of youth. No, not as then ;

I had been stricken by the darts of men
Since those fresh days; and now thy light divine

Look'd on mine anguish, while within me strove

The still small voice against the might of suffering

love.

XLVm.

But thou, the clear,theglorious ! thou wert pouring

Brilliance and joy upon the crystal wave.

While she that met thy ray with eyes adoring.

Stood in the lengthening shadow of the grave !

Alas ! I watch'd her dark religious glance,

As it still sought thee through the heaven's ex-

panse, [gave

Bright Cross ! and knew not that I watch'd what

But passing lustre—shrouded soon to be— [sea !

A soft light found no more—no more on earth or

I knew not all—yet something of unrest

Sat on my heart. Wake, ocean-wind ! I said;

Waft us to land, in leafy freshness drest.

Where, through rich clouds of foliage o'er herhead,

Sweet day may steal, and rills unseen go by.

Like singing voices, and the gi'een earth lie

Starry with flowers, beneath her graceful tread !

But the calm bound us midst the glassy main :

Ne'er was her step to bend earth's living flowers

again.

Yes ! as if heaven upon the waves were sleeping.

Vexing my soul with quiet, there they lay.

All moveless, through their blue transparence

keeping

Theshadowsof our sails, from day today; [woe

—

While she——oh 1 strongest is the strong heart's

And yet I live ! I feel the sunshine's glow

—

And I am he that look'd, and saw decay

Steal o'er the fair of earth, th' adored too much !

—

It is a fearful thing to love what death may touch.

colonies. In the solitude of tlie sefis, we linil a star as a

friend from whom we have long been separated. Among tlio

Portuguese and tlie Spaniards, peculiar motives seem to

increase tl)[3 feeling; a religious sentiment attaches them to

a constellation, the form of which recalls the sign of the faith

planted by their ancestors in the deserts of the New World.

It has been observed at what liour of the

night, in different seasons, the Cross of the South is erect or

Inclined. It is a time-piece tliat advances very regularly

near four minutes a-day, and no other group of stars exhibits

to the naked eye an observation of time so easily made.

How often have we heard our guides exclaim, in the savan-

nails of Venezuela, or in the desert extending from Lina to

A fearful thing that love and death may dwell

In the same world ! She faded on—and 1,

Blind to the last, there needed death to tell

My trusting soul that she could fade to die !

Yet, ere she parted, I had mark'd a change ;

But it breathed hope— 'twas beautiful, though

strange

:

Something of gladness in the melody

Of her low voice, and in her words a flight

Of airy thought—alas ! too perilously bright

!

And a clear sparkle in her glance, yet wild.

And quick, and eager, like the flashing gaze

Of some all-wondering and awakening child.

That first the glories of the earth surveys.

How could it thus deceive me ! She had worn

Around her, like the dewy mists of mom,
A pensive tenderness through happiest days

;

And a soft world of dreams had seem'd to lie

Still in her dark, and deep, and spiritual eye.

And I could hope in that strange fire !—she

died.

She died, with all its lustre on her mien !

The day was melting from the waters wide.

And through itslong bright hours herthoughtshad

been.

It seem'd, with restless and unwonted yearning.

To Spain's blue skies and dark sierras turning

;

For her fond words were all of vintage-scene.

And flowering myrtle, and sweet citron's breath

:

Oh ! with what vivid hues life comes back oft on

death I

And from her lips the moimtain-songs of old.

In wild, faint snatches, fitfully had sprung

;

Songs of the orange bower, the Moorish hold.

The "Rio verde," ' on her soul that hung,

Truxillo, * Midnight is past—the Cross begins to bend !*

How often these words reminded us of that affecting scene

wiiere Paul and Vu-ginia, seated nejir the source of the river

of Lataniers, conversed together for the last time; and where

the old man. at the sight of the Southern Cross, warns them

that it is time to separate ! "

—

De Hcmboldt's Travett.

^ "Uio verde! rio verde!" the popular Spanisli romance,

known to tlic English reader in Percy's translation :

—

" Gentle Titer ! gentle river

!

Lo, thy ttrcMut are etain'd with gore

;

Manj R brave and noble captain

yioate along th; willowd iborv," etc.
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And thence flow'd forth. But nowthe sunwas low,

And watching by my side its last red glow,

That ever stills the heart, once more she sung

Her own soft " Ora, Mater I " and the sound

Was e'en like love's farewell—so mournfully

profound.

The boy had dropp'd to slumber at our feet

;

" And I have lull'd him to his smiling rest

Once more ! " she sajd. I raised him—it was sweet,

Yet sad, to see the perfect calm, which bless'd

His look that hour : for now her voice grew weak.

And on the flowery crimson of his cheek.

With her white lips, a long, long kiss she press'd.

Yet light, to wake him not. Then sank her head

Against my bursting heart. What did I clasp ?

—

The dead

!

I call'd ! To call what answers not our cries—

By what we loved to stand unseen, unheard

—

With the loud passion of our tears and sighs.

To see but some cold glittering ringlet stirr'd;

And in the quench'd eye's fixedness to gaze,

All vainly searching for the parted rays— [word

This is what waits us ! Dead !—with that chill

To link our bosom-names ! For this we pour

Our souls upon the dust—nor tremble to adore !

Lvn.

But the true parting came ! I look'd my last

On the sad beauty 'of that slumbering face :

How could I think the lovely spirit pass'd

Which there had left so tenderly its trace ?

Yet a dim awfulness was on the brow

—

No ! not like sleep to look upon art thou.

Death, Death ! She lay, athing for earth's embrace,

To cover with spring-wreaths. For earth's ?—the
wave [her grave !

That gives the bier no flowers, makes moan above

On the mid-seas a knell !—for man was there.

Anguish and love—the mourner with his dead !

A long, low-rolling knell—a voice of prayer

—

Dark glassy waters, like a desert spread—

•

And the pale-shining Southern Cross on high.

Its faint stars fading from a solemn sky.

Where mighty clouds before the dawn grew red

:

1 De ITuraboldt, in describing the bnrial of a young Astu-

riau at sea, mentions tlie entreaty of tlie officiating priest,

that the body, whicti had been brought upon declc during tlie

night, might not be committed to the waves until after sun-

Were these things round me 1 Such o'er memory
sweep [deep.

Wildly, when aught brings back that burial of the

Then the broad, lonely sunrise !—and the plash

Into the sounding waves !^ Aroimd her head

They parted, with a glancing moment's flash,

Then shut—and all was still. And now thy bed

Is of their secrets, gentlest Leonor !

Once fairest of young brides 1—and never more.

Loved as thou wert, may human tear be shed

Above thy rest ! No mark the proud seas keep.

To show where he that wept may pause again to

weep

!

So the depths took thee ! Oh ! the sullen sense

Of desolation in that hour compress'd !

Dust going down, a speck, amidst th' immense

And gloomy waters, leaving on their breast

The trace a weed might leave there ! Dust !—
the thing

Which to the heart was as a living spring

Of joy, with fearfulness of love possess'd.

Thus sinking ! Love, joy, fear, all crush'd to this

—

And the wide heaven so far—so fathomless th'

abyss

!

Where the line sounds not, where the wrecks lie

low, [are they

What shall wake thence the dead ? Blest, blest,

That earth to earth entrust, for they may know
And tendthe dwelling whence the slumberer's clay

Shall rise at last ; and bid the young flowers bloom

That waft a breath of hope around the tomb

;

And kneel upon the dewy turf to pray !

But thou, what cave hath dimly chamber'd thee f

Vain dreams !—oh ! art thou not where there is

no more sea ?
"

The wind rose free and singing : when for ever.

O'er that sole spot of all the watery plain,

I could have bent my sight vrith fond endeavour

Down, where its treasure was, its glance to strain

;

Then rose the reckless wind ! Before om- prow

The white foam flash'd—ay, joyously, and thou

Wert left with all the solitary main

rise, in order to pay it the last rites according to the usage of

the Romish Church.

2 '* And there was no more sea.'*

—

Revelatioriy xxt. 1.
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Around thee—and thy beauty in my heart,

And thy meek, sorrowing love—oh ! where could

that depart ]

I will not speak of woe ; I may not tell

—

Friend tells not such to friends—the thoughts

which rent

My fainting spirit, when its wild farewell

Across the billows to thy grave was sent,

Thou, there most lonely ! He that sits above.

In his calm glorj-, will forgive the love

His creatures bear each other, even if blent

With a vain worship ; for its close is dim [Him !

Ever with grief which leads the wnmg soul back to

And with a milder pang if now I bear

To think of thee in thy forsaken rest,

If from my heart be lifted the despair.

The sharp remorse with healing iniluence prcss'd.

If the soft eyes that visit rao in sleep

Look not reproach, though still theyseem to weep

;

It is that He my sacrifice hath bless'd,

And fill'd my bosom, through its inmost cell,

With a deep chastening sense that all at last is well.

IXV.

Yes ! thou art now Oh ! wherefore doth the

thought

Of the wave dashing o'er thy long bright hair.

The 6ca-weed into its dark tresses wrought.

The sand thy pillow—thou that wert so fair !

Come o'er me still ! Biirth, earth !—it is the hold

Earth ever keeps on that of earthly mould !

But thou art breathing now in purer air,

I well believe, and freed from all of error,

Which blighted here the root of thy sweet life

with terror.

Lxn.

And if the love, which here was passing light.

Went with what died not—oh ! that this we knew,

But this !—that through the silence of the night,

Some voice, of all the lost ones and the true,

^ The bridges over many deep chasms amongst the Andes

are pendulous, and formed only of the fibres of equinoctial

plants. Tlicir tremulous motion is thus alluded to in one of

Uie stanzas of Gertrude of Wyoming

:

—
**Anon tome wilder portraiture he dnwa,

Of nsture'i wriifre ftloriei he would epeftlt

;

The loneliness offftrth.thjit ovemwe*,

Where, resting by the tomb of old Cacique,

The lama-drivcr on reruvi»*8 peak

Nor Tuice nor living motion marlts around,

But atorks that to the tmundleis forest shriek.

Would speak, and say, if in their fiu- repose,

We are yet aught of what wo were to those

We call the dead 1 Their passionate adieu.

Was it but breath, to perish 1 Holier trust

Bemine!—thy love it there, but ptuified fromdust I

Lxvn.

Athing allheavenly !—clear'd fromthatwhichhung

As a dim cloud between us, heart and mind !

Loosed from the fear, the grief,whose tendrils flung

A chain so darkly with its growth entwined.

This is my hope !—though when the sunset fades.

When forests rock the midnight on their shades.

When tones of wail are in the rising wind.

Across my spirit some faint doubt may sigh ;

For the strong hours viiLl sway this frail mortality !

LXVIII.

We have been wand'rers since those days of woe,

Thy boy and I ! As wild birds tend their young.

So have I tended him—my boimding roe I

The high Pei-uvian solitudes among
;

And o'er the Andes' torrents borne his form.

Where our frail bridge had qtiiver'd midst the

storm.'

But there the war-notes of my country rung,

And, smitten deep of heaven and man, I fled

To hide in shades unpierced a mark'd and weary

head.

But he went on in gladness—that fair child !

Save when at times his bright eye seem'd to dream.

And his young lips, which then no longer smiled,

Ask'd of his mother ! That was but a gleam

Of memory, fleeting fast ; and then his play

Through the wide Llanos'" cheer'd again otu:' way.

And by the mighty Oronoco stream,

'

On whose lone margin we have heard at mom.
From the mysterious rocks, the sunrise-music

borne:

So like a spirit's voice ! a harping tone.

Lovely, yet ominous to mortal ear

—

Or wild-cane arch, hish flung o'er gulf profound.

That fluctuates when the storms of El Dorado sound.**

3 Llanos, or savannahs, the great plains in South America,

' De Humboldt speaks of these rocks on tlie shores of the

Oronoco. Travellers liave heard from time to time subter-

raneous sounds proceed from them at sunrise, resembling

those of an organ. lie believes in the existence of this

mysterious music, although not fortunate enough to have

heard it himself ; and thinks that it may be produced by

currents of air issuing through tlie crevice*.
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Such as might reach ua from a world unknown,

Troubling man's heart with thrills ofjoy and fear

!

'Twas sweet !—yet those deep southern shades

oppress'd

My soul with stillness, like the calms that rest

On melancholy waves :' I sigh'd to hear

Oncemore earth'sbreezy sounds, her foliage fann'd,

Andtum'd to seekthewilds ofthe redhunter's land.

And we have won a bower of refuge now.

In this fresh waste, the breath of whose repose

Hath cool'd, like dew, the fever of my brow.

And whose green oaks and cedars round me close

As temple walls and pUlars, that exclude

Earth's haunted dreams from their free solitude
;

All, save the image and the thought of those

Before us gone—our loved of early years, [tears.

Gone where affection's cup hath lost the taste of

LXXII.

I see a star—eve's first-bom !—in whose train

Past scenes, words, looks, come back. The aiTowy

spire

Of the lone cypress, as of wood-girt fane.

Rests dark and still amidst a heaven of fire ;

The pine gives forth its odours, and the lake

Gleams like one ruby, and the soft winds wake.

Till every string of nature's solemn lyre

Is touch'd to answer ; its most secret tone [own.

Drawn from each tree, foreach hath whispers all its

LXXIII.

And hark 1 another murmur on the air.

Not of the hidden rills or quivering shades !—

•

That is the cataract's, which the breezes bear.

Filling the leafy tivihght of the glades

With hollow surge-like sounds, as from the bed

Of the blue, mournful seas, that keep the dead :

I The same distinguished traveller frequently alludes to the

extreme stillness of the air in the equatorial regions of the

New World, and particularly on the thickly wooded shores

of the Oronoco. " In this neighbourhood,'* he says, '* no

breath of wind ever agitates the foliage."

CRITICAL ANNOTATIONS ON " THE FOREST SANCTUARY.**

['* In the autumn of 1824 she began the poem which, in

point of finish and consecutiveness, if not in popularity, may
be considered her principal work, and which she herself in-

clined to look upon as her best. ' I am at present,* she wrote

to one always interested in her literary occupations, ' engaged

upon a poem of some length, the idea of which was suggested

to me by some passages in your friend Mr Blanco White*8 de-

lightful writings.i It relates to the sufferings of a Spanish

I " Letters from Spain by Don Leucadio Dolilatlo."

But th^ are far ! The low sun here pervades

Dim forest arches, bathing vrith red gold

Their stems, till each is made a marvel to behold,—

Lxxrv.

Gorgeous, yet full of gloom ! In such an hour.

The vesper-melody of dying beUs [tower

Wanders through Spain, from each gray convent's

O'er shining rivers pour'd and olive dells,

By every peasant heard, and muleteer.

And hamlet, round my home : and I am here,

Living again through all my life's farewells,

In these vast woods, where farewell ne'er was

spoken.

And sole I lift to heaven asadheart—yet unbroken !

LXXV.

In such an hour are told the hermit's beads

;

With the white sail the seaman's hymn floats by :

Peace be with all ! whate'er their varj-ing creeds,

With all that send up holy thoughts on high !

Come to me, boy ! By Guadalquiver's vines.

By every stream of Spain, as day declines,

Man's prayers are mingled iu the rosy sky.

We, too, will pray; nor yet unheard, my child

!

Of Him whose voice ice hear at eve amidst thewild.

LXXVI.

At eve ? Oh, through all hours i From dark

dreams oft

Awakening, I look forth, and learn the might

Of solitude, while thou art breathing soft,

And low, my loved one ! on the breast of night.

I look forth on the stars—the shadowy sleep

Of forests—and the lake whose gloomy deep

Sends up red sparkles to the fire-flies' light

:

A lonely world !—even fearful to man's thought.

But for His presence felt, whom here my soul hath

sought.

Protestant, in the time of Philip the Second, and is supposed

to be narrated by the sufferer himself, who escapes to America.

I am very much interested in my subject, and hope to com-

plete the poem in the course of the winter.' The progress of

this work was watched with great interest in her domestic

circle, and its touching descriptions would often extract a

tribute of tears from the fireside auditors. When complet«d,

a family consultation was held as to its name. Various titles

were proposed and rejected, till tliat of * The Forest Sanctuary*

was suggested by her brother, and finally decided upon.

Though finished early in 1825, the poem was not published

till the following year, when it was brought out in conjunction

with the ' Lays of Many Lands,* and a collection of miscel-

laneous pieces."

—

Memoir, p. 81.

** Mrs lleraans may be considered as the representative of

a new school of poetry, or, to speak more precisely, her poetry

discovers characteristics of the highest kind, wliich Tielong
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almost exclusively to tliat of latter times, and liave been the

result of the gradual advancement, and especially the moral

progress of mankind. It is only when man, under the in-

fluence of true religion , feels himself connected witti whatever

is infinite, that hts affections and powers are fully developed.

Tlie poetry of an immortal being must be of a different cha-

racter from that of an earthly being. But, in recurring to

the classic poets of antiquity, we find that in their conceptions

the element of religious faith was wanting. Their mythology

was to them no object of sober belief; and, had it been so,

was adapted not to produce but to annihilate devotion. They

had no thought of regardhig the universe as created, animated,

and ruled by God's all-powerful and omniscient goodness."—

Professor Norton in Christian Examiner.

" We will now say a few words of ' The Forest Sanctuary ;'

but it so abounds with beauty, is so highly finished, and ani-

mate<l by so generous a spirit of moral heroism, that we can

do no justice to our views of it in the narrow space which our

limits allow us. A Spanish Protestant fiies from persecution

at home to religions liberty in America. He has imbibed the

spirit of our own fathers, and his mental struggles are described

in verses, with which the descendants of the pilgrims must

know how to sj-mpathise. We dare not enter on an ana-

lysis. From one scene at sea, in the second part, we will

make a few extnicts. The exile is attended by his wife and

child, but his wife remains true to the faith of her fathers.

" ' Ora pro nobli, M»ter !
' whEt a spell

Was In those not«a," etc.

" But we must cease making extracts, for we could not

transfer all that is beautiful in the poem without transferring

the whole."—North American Review, April 1827,

** Mrs Ilemans considered this poem as almost, if not alto-

gether, the best of her works. She would sometimes say,

that in proportion to the praise which had been bestowed upon

other of her less carefully meditated and shorter compositions,

she thought it had hardly met with its fair share of success :

for it was the firstcontinuous effort in which shodared to writ«

from the fulness of her own heart—to listen to the promptings

of her genius freely and fearlessly. The subject was suggested

by a passage in one of the letters of Don Leucadio Doblado,

and was wrought upon by her with that eagerness and fervour

which almost command corresponding results. I have heard

Mrs Hemans say, that the greater part of this poem was

written in no more picturesque a retreat than a laundry, to

which, as being detached from the house, she resorted for un-

disturbed quiet and leisure. Wlien she read it. while in

progress, to her mother and sister, they were surprised to tears

at the increased power displayed in it. She was not prone

to speak with self-contentment of her own works, but, per-

haps, t/>e one favourite descriptive passage was tliat frfctun of

a sea-burial In the second canto,

—

' She lay a thing for earth'i embrace,' et«.

*' Tlie whole poem, whether in its scenes of superstition—

the Auto da Fb, the dungeon, the flight, or in its delineation

of the mental conflicts of its hero—or in its forest pictures of

the free West, which offer such a delicious repose to the mind,

.

is full of happy thoughts and turns of expression. Four tines

of peculiar delicacy and beauty recur to me as I write, too

strongly to be passed by. They are from a character of one

of the martyr sisters.

* And ifshe mingled with the featlve train.

It waabut as some melancholy star

Behold! the dance of ihepherds on the plain,

la Its bright gtillneu prewot, though a&r.*

" But the entire episode of ' Queen-like Teresa—radiant

Inez,' is wrought up with a nerve and an impulse which men

of renown have failed to reach. The death of the latter, if,

perhaps, it be a little too romantic for the stern realities of the

scene, is so beautifully told, that it cannot be read without

strong feeling, nor carelessly remembered. And most beau-

tiful, too, are the sudden outbursts of thankfulness—of the

quick happy consciousness of liberty with which the narrator

of this ghastly sacrifice interrupts the tale, to reassure himself,

* Sport on, my happy child ! for thou art free.' The clia-

racter of the convert's wife, Leonor, devotedly clinging to his

fortunes, without a reproach or a murmur, while her heart

trembles before him as though she were in the presence of a

lost spirit, is one of those in which Mrs Hemans' individual

mode of thought and manner of expression are most liappily

impersonated. As a whole, she was hardly wrong in her own

estimate of this poem ; and, on recently turning to it, I have

been surprised to find how well it bears the t«sts and trials

with which it is only either fit or rational to examine works

of the highest order of mind."

—

Chorlky's Memorials qfMr*

Hemans, p. 126-7.

*' If taste and elegance be titles to enduring fame, we might

venture securely to promise that rich boon to the author before

us, who adds to those great merits a tenderness and loftiness of

feeling, and an ethereal purity of sentiment, which could only

emanate from the soul of a woman. She must beware of be-

coming too voluminous, and must not venture again on any

thing so longas ' The Forest Sanctuary.' But if the next gene-

ration inherits our taste for short poems, we are persuaded It

will not readUy allow her to be forgotten. For we do not hesi-

tate to say that she is, beyond all comparison, the most touch-

ing and accomplished writer of occasional verses that our litei^-

ture has yet to boast of."—Lord Jekfrev, in Editdntrgh

Jievicw, October 1829.]
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LAYS OF MANY LANDS.
[The following pieces may so far be considered a series, as each is intended to be commemorative of some national recol-

lection, popular custom, or tradition. The idea was suggested by Herder's *' Stimnten der ViJlker in Liidern;" the exe-

cution is, however, diifereiit, as tlie poems in liis collection are chiefly translations.]

MOORISH BRIDAL-SONG.

[" It is a custom among the Moors, tliat a female who dies

unmarried is clothed for interment in wedding apparel, and

tlie bridal-song is sung over her remains before they are borne

from her home."

—

Narrative of a Ten Years' Residence in

Tripoli^ hy the Sister-in-law (ifMr Tully.']

The citron-groves their fruit and flowers were

strewing

Around a Moorish palace, while the sigh

Of low sweet summer winds the branches wooing

With music through theirshadowybowers went by

;

Music and voices, from the marble halls

Through the leaves gleaming, and the fountaiu-

&Us.

A Bong of joy, a bridal-song came swelling

To blend with fragrance in those southern shades,

And told of feasts within the stately dwelling.

Bright lamps, and dancing steps, and gem-crown'd

maids

;

And thus it flow'd :—yet something in the lay

Belong'd to sadness, as it died away.

" The bride comes forth ! her tears no more are

falling

To leave the chamber of her infant j'ears

;

Kind voices from a distant home are calling
;

Shecomeslike day-spring—shehath done with tears;

Now must her dark eye shine on other flowers,

Her soft smile gladden other hearts than ours !

—

Pour the rich odours round !

" We haste ! the chosen and the lovely bringing ;

Love still goes with her from her place of birth

;

Deep, silent joy within her soul is springing.

Though in her glance the light no more is mirth !

Her beauty leaves us in its rosy years
;

Her sisters weep—but she hath done with tears !

—

Now may the timbrel sound 1"

Know'st thou for whom they sang the bridal

numbers 1—
One, whose rich tresses wore to wave no more !

One, whose pale cheek soft winds, nor gentle

slumbers.

Nor Love's own sigh, to rose-tints might restore !

Her graceful ringlets o'er a bier were spread.

Weep for the young, the beautiful,—the dead !

THE BIRD'S RELEASE.

[The Indians of Bengal and of the coast of Malabar bring

cages filled with birds to the graves of their friends, over which

they set the birds at liberty. This custom is alluded to in tlie

description of Virginia's funeral,—See Paul and Virginia.'}

Go forth ! for she is gone

!

With the golden light of her wavy hair,

She is gone to the fields of the viewless air ;

She hath left her dwellmg lone I

Her voice hath pass'd away

!

It hath pass'd away like a summer breeze,

When it leaves the hills for the far blue seas.

Where we may not trace its way.

Go forth, and like her be free

!

With thy radiant wing, and thy glancing eye.

Thou hast all the range of the sunny sky.

And what is our grief to thee ?

Is it aught e'en to her we mourn?

Doth she look on the tears by her kindred shed?

Doth she rest with tlie flowers o'er her gentle head.

Or float, on the light wind borne?

We know not—but she is gone !

Her stop from the dance, her voice from the song.

And the smile of her eye from the festal throng ;

She hath left her dwelling lone I

When the waves at sunset shine.

We may hear thy voice amidst thousands more,

In the scented woods of our glowing shore

;

But we shall not know 'tis thine !

Even so with the loved one flo^vn !

Her smile in the starlight may wander by.

Her breath may be near in the wind's low sigh.

Around us—but all unknown.

Go forth ! we have loosed thy chain !

We may deck thy cage with the richest flowers

Which the bright day rears in our Eastern bowers

;

But thou wilt not be lured again.

Even thus may the summer pour

All fragrant thmgs on the land's green breast.

And the glorious earth like a bride be dress'd.

But it wins her back no more !
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THE SWORD OF THE TOMB.

A 3J0RTHEBN LEGEND.

[Tlie idea of tliis ballad is taken from a scene in StarkoUuTj

a tragedy by tbe Danisb poet Ochleiisclilnger. The sepulchral

flre hero uHiided to, and supposed to guard the ashes ofdeceased

heroes, is frequently mentioned in the Northern Sagas. Severe

sufferings to the departed spirit were supposed by the Scandi-

navian mythologists to be the consequence of any profanation

of tlie sepulchre.—SeeOcliLENSCHLAGXR's Ptayt.'}

" Voice of the gifted elder time !

Voice of tbe clianu and the Runic rliyme !

Speak ! from the shades and the depths disclose

How Sigurd may vanquish his mortal foes

;

Voice of the buried past

!

Voice of the grave ! 'tis the mighty hour

When night with her stars and dreams hath power.

And my step hath been soundless on the snows,

And the spell I have sung hath laid repose

On the bUlow and the blast."

Then the torrents of the North

And the forest pines were still,

WhUe a hollow chant came forth

From the dark sepulchral hill.

" There shines no sun midst the hidden dead,

But where the day looks not the bravo may tread

;

There is heard no song, and no mead is pour'd.

But the warrior may come to the silent board

In the shadow of the night.

There is laid a sword in thy fother's tomb,

And its edge is fraught with thy foeman's doom

;

But soft be thy step through the silence deep.

And move not the urn in the house of sleep,

For the viewless have fearful might !

"

Then died the solemn lay,

As a trumpet's music dies,

By the night-wind borne away

Through the wild and stormy skies.

The fir-trees rock'd to the wailing blast.

As on through the forest the warrior pa.ss'd

—

Through the forest of Odin, the dim and old

—

The dark place of visions and legends, told

By the fires of Northern pine.

The fir-trees rock'd, and the frozen ground

Gave back to his footstep a hollow sound

;

And it seeni'd that the depthsofthoseawfulshades,

From the dreary gloom of their long arcades.

Gave warning, with voice and sign.

But the wind strange magic knows,

To call wild shape and tone

From the gray wood's tossing boughs,

AVhen Night is on her throne.

The pines closed o'er him with deeper gloom.

As he took the path to the monarch's tomb

:

The Pole-star shone, and the heavens were bright

With the arrowy streams of the Northern light

;

But his road through dimness lay !

He pass'd, in the heart of that ancient wood.

The dark shrine stain'd with the victim's blood

;

Nor paused till the rock, where a vaulted bed

Had been hewn of old for the kingly dead.

Arose on his midnight way.

Then first a moment's chill

Went shuddering through his breast,

-And the steel-clad man stood still

Before that place of rest.

But he cross'd at length, with a deep-drawn breath,

The threshold-floor of the hall of Death,

And look'd on the pale mysterious fire

Which gleam'd from the urn of his warrior-sire

With a strange and solemn light.

Then darkly the words of the boding strain

Like an omen rose on liis soul again

—

" Soft be thy step through the silence deep.

And move not the urn in the house of sleep

;

For the viewless have fearful might !

"

But the gleaming sword and shield

Of many a battle-day

Hung o'er that urn, reveol'd

By the tomb-fire's waveless ray

;

With a faded wreath of oak-leaves bound,

They hmig o'er the dust of the far-renown'd.

Whom the bright Valkyriur's warning voice

Had call'd to the banquet where gods rejoice.

And the rich mead flows in light.

With a beating heart his son drew near.

And still rang the verse in his thrilling ear

—

" Soft be thy step through the silence deep.

And move not the urn in the house of sleep

;

For the viewless have fearful might
!

"

And many a Saga's rhyme.

And legend of the grave.

That shado^vy scene and time

Call'd back, to daunt the brave.

But ho raised his arm—and the flame grew dim,

And the sword in its light seem'd to wave and

swim.
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And his faltering hand could not grasp it well

—

From the pale oak-wreath, with a clash it fell

Through the chamber of the dead !

The deep tomb rang with the heavy sound,

And the urn lay shiver'd in fragments round

;

And a rush, as of tempests, quench'd the fire.

And the scatter'd dust of his warlike sire

Was strewn on the champion's head.

One moment^and all was still

In the slumberer's ancient hall.

When the rock had ceased to thrill

With the mighty weapon's fall.

The stars were just fading one by one.

The clouds were just tinged by the early sun.

When there stream'd through the cavern a torch's

flame,

And the brother of Sigurd the valiant came

To seek him in the tomb.

Stretch'd on his shield, Uke the steel-girt slain.

By moouUght seen on the battle-plain.

In a speechless trance lay the warrior there

;

But he wildly woke when the torch's glare

Burst on him through the gloom.

" The morning wind blows free,

And the hoiu' of chase is near :

Come forth, come forth with me !

AVhat dost thou, Bigurd, hereT'

" I have put out the holy sepulchral fire,

I have scatter'd the dust of my warrior-sire !

It bums on my head, and it weighs down my heart;

But the winds shall not wander without their pai-t

To strew o'er the restless deep !

In the mantle ofdeath he washere with me now

—

There was wrath in liis eye, there was gloom on

his brow

;

And his cold still glance on my spirit fell

With an icy ray and a withering spell

—

Oh ! chill is the house of sleep !

"

" The morning wind blows free.

And the reddening sun shines clear

;

Come forth, come forth with me !

It is dark and fearful here !

"

" He is there, ho is there, with his shadowy frown !

But gone from his head is the kingly crown

—

The crown from his head, and the spear from his

hand

—

They have chased him far from the glorious land

Where the feast of the gods is spread

!

He must go forth alone on his phantom steed,

Hemustrideo'erthe grave-hills with stoi'myspeed

!

His place is no longer at Odin's board.

He is driven from Valhalla without his sword

;

But the slayer shall avenge the dead !

"

That sword its fame had won

By the fall of many a crest

;

But its fiercest work was done

In the tomb, on Sigurd's breast

!

VALKYBIUR SONG.

[The Valkyriur, or Fatal Sisters of Northern mythology,

were supposed to single out the warriors who were to die in

battle, and be received into the halls of Odin.

When a northern chief fell gloriously in war, his obsequies

were honoured with all possible magniticence. His arms,

gold and silver, war-horse, domestic attendants, and what-

ever else he held most dear, were placed with him on the

pile. His dependants and friends frequently made it a point

of honour to die with their leader, in order to attend on his

shade in Valhalla, or the Palace of Odin. And, lastly, liis

wife was generally consumed with him on the same pile.

—

See Mallet s Northrrn AntiquUks, Herbert's lldga, &c]
" Tremblingly flash'd th' inconstant meteor-light.

Showing thin forms like virgins of this earth

;

Save that all signs of human joy or grief.

The flush of passion, smile, or tear, had seem'd

On the flx'd brightness ofeach dazzling cheek

Strange and unnatural." iiiLMAK.

The Sea-king woke from the troubled sleep

Of a vision-haunted night.

And he look'd from his bark o'er the gloomy deep,

And counted the streaks of light

;

For the red sun's earliest ray

Was to rouse his bands that day

To the stormy joy of fight 1

But the dreams of rest were still on earth,

And the silent stars on high.

And therewaved not the smoke of one cabin hearth

Midst the quiet of the sky

;

And along the twiUght bay.

In their sleep the hamlets lay.

For they knew not the Norse were nigh !

The Sea-king look'd o'er the brooding wave,

He turu'd to the dusky shore, [cave.

And there seem'd, through the arch of a tide-worn

A gleam, as of snow, to pour

;

And forth, in watery light.

Moved phantoms, dimly white.

Which the garb of woman bore.

Slowly they moved to the billow-side

;

And the forms, as they grew more clear.
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THE MESSENGER BIRD.

[Borne of the native Hrazilians pay great veneration to a

certain bird that sings mournfully in tlie niglit-time. They
say it is a messenger whicti their deceased friends and rela-

tions Iiave sent, and ttiitt it brings tliem news from tlie otlicr

world.—See PrcART's Ceranonus and Iteiu;iout Customs.']

Thou art come from the spirits' land, thou bird !

Thou art come from the spirits' land :

Through thedarkpinogrove let thy voice be heard,

And tell of the shadowy band 1

We know that the bowers are green and fair

In the light of tliat summer shore
;

And we know tliat the friendswe have lostare there,

They are there—and they weep no more !

And we know they have quench'd their fever's

thirst

From the fountain of youth ere now,'

For there must the stream in its freshness burst

Which none may find below !

And we know that they will not be lured to earth

From the land of deathless flowers,

By the feast, or the dance, or the song of mirth.

Though their hearts were once with ours

:

Though they sat with us by the night-fire's blaze.

And bent with us the bow,

And heard the tales of our fathers' days,

Which are told to others now I

But tell us, thou bird of the solemn strain I

Can those who have loved forget ?

We call—and they answer not again

:

Do they love—do they love us yet 1

' An expedition was actually undertaken by Juan Ponce
de I^eon, in the 16th century, with a view of discovering a

wonderful fountain, believed by the natives of l*uerto Rico

to spring in one of the Lucayo Isles, and to i>ossess the virtue

of restoring youth to all who butlied in its waters.—See

RoBSRTSON's History (ifAmerica.

» ANSWER TO " THE MESSENGER BIRD."

BV AN AHKRICAN QUAKKR LADY.

Ybs ! I came from the spirits* land,

From the land that is bright and fair

;

I came with a voice from the shadowy band.

To tell that they love you there.

To say, if a wish or a vain regret

Could live in Elysian bowers,

Twould be for the friends they can ne'er forget.

The beloved of their youthful houRi.

Doth the warrior think of his brother tliere.

And the father of his child 1

And the chief of those that were wont to share

His wandering through the wild 1

Wo call them far through the silent night.

And they speak not from cave or hill

;

We know, thou bird ! that their land is bright,

But say, do they love there still ?

'

THE STRANGER IN LOUISUNA.

[An early traveller mentions people on the banks of the

Mississippi who burst into tears at the sight of a stranger.

The reason of this is, that they fancy their deceased friends

and relations to be only gone on a journey, and, being in con-

stant expectation of their return, look for them vainlyamongst

these foreign travellers.—Picart's Ceranonia and Religious

Customs.

" J'ai passd moi-m^me,'* says Chateaubriand inhisSi7Ut«-

nirs d'Amerique, " chez une peuplade Indienne qui se prenait

a pleurer & U vue d'un voyageur, parce qu'il lui rappelait des

amis partis pour la Contrtie des Ames, et depuis long-terns

en voyage."]

We saw thee, stranger I and wept.

We look'd for the youth of the sunny glance

\Vhose step was the fleetest in chase or dance

;

The light of his eye was a joy to see.

The path of his arrows a storm to flee.

But there came a voice from a distant shore

—

He was call'd—he is found midst his tribe no more

:

He is not in liis place when the night-fires bum,
But we look for him still—he will yet return !

His brother sat with a drooping brow

In the gloom of the shadowing cypress bough :

We roused him—we bade him no longer pine,

For we heard a step—but the step was thine I

To whisper the dear deserted band,

Wlio smiled on their tarriance here.

That a faithful guard in the dreamless land

Are the friends they have loved so dear.

Tis true, in the silent night you call.

And tliey answer you not again ;

But the spirits of bliss are voiceless all

—

Sound only was made for pain.

Tliat their land is bright and they weep no more,

I have warbled from hill to hill

;

But my plaintive strain should have told before,

Tliat they love, oh I they love you stilL

They hid me say that unfading flowers

You '11 find in the path they trode

;

And a welcome true to their deathless bowers,

Pronounced by the voice of God. 1827.
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We saw thee, stranger ! and wept.

We look'd for the maid of the mournful song

—

Mournful, though sweet,—she hath left us long

:

We told her the youth of her love was gone,

And she went forth to seek him—she pass'd alone.

We hear not her voice when the woods are still,

From the bower where it sang, like a silvery rill.

The joy of her sire with her smile is fled,

The winter is white on his lonely head :

He hath none by his side when the wilds we track,

He hath none when we rest—yet she comes not

back !

We look'd for her eye on the feast to shine,

For her breezy step—but the step was thine !

We saw thee, stranger ! and wept.

We look'd for the chief, who hath left the spear

And the bow of his battles forgotten here :

We look'd for the hunter, whose bride's lament

On the wind of the forest at eve is sent

:

We look'd for the first-bom, whose mother's cry

Soundswild and shrillthroughthe midnight sky !

—

WTiereare they] Thou'rt seekingsome distant coast;

Oh ask of them, stranger !—send back the lost

!

Tell them we mourn by the dark-blue streams,

Tell them our lives but of them are dreams

!

Tell, how we sat in the gloom to pine.

And to watch for a step—but the step was thine

!

THE ISLE OF FOUNTS;

AN INDIAN TBABrnON.

[" Tlie river St Mary has its source from a vast lalte or

marsh, which lies between Flint and Oakmulge rivers, and

occupies a space of near three hundred miles in circuit. This

vast accumulation of waters, in the wet season, appcirs as a

lake, and contains some large islands or knolls of rich high

land ; one of which the present generation of the Creek In-

dians represent to be a most blissful spot of earth. They s,iy it

is inhabited by a peculiju" race of Indians, whose women are

incomparably beautiful. They also tell you that tliis terres-

trial paradise has been seen by some of their enterprising

hunters, when in pursuit of game ; but that in their endea-

vours to approach it, they were involved in perpetual laby-

rinths, and, like enchanted land, still as they imagined they

had just gained it, it seemed to fly before them, alternately

appearing and disappearing. They resolved, at length, to

leave the delusive pursuit, and to return ; which, after a num-

ber of difficulties, they effected. When they reported their

adventures to their countrymen, the young warriors were

inflamed with an irresistible desire to invade and make a con-

quest of so charming a country ; but all their attempts have

hitherto proved abortive, never having been able again to find

that enchanting spot."

—

Bertram's Travels thrmtgh North

and South Carolina, S,-c.

The additional circumstances in the ** Isle of Founts" are

merely imaginary.]

Son of the stranger ! wouldst thou take

O'er yon blue hills thy lonely way,

To reach the still and shining lake

Along whose banks the west winds play 1

Let no vain dreams thy heart beguile

—

Oh ! seek thou not the Fountain Isle !

Lull but the mighty serpent-king,

'

Midst the gray rocks, his old domain

;

Ward but the cougar's deadly spring,

—

Thy step that lake's green shore may gain

;

And the bright Isle, when all is pass'd,

Shall vainly meet thine eye at last

!

Yes ! there, with all its rainbow streams,

Clear as within thine arrow's flight.

The Isle of Founts, the isle of dreams,

Floats on the wave in golden light

;

And lovely will the shadows be

Of groves whose fruit is not for thee !

And breathings fi-om their sunny flowers,

Which are not of the things that die.

And singing voices from their bowers.

Shall greet thee in the purple sky

;

Soft voices, e'en like those that dwell

Far in the green reed's hollow cell.

Or hast thou heard the sounds that rise

From the deep chambers of the earth 1

The wild and wondrous melodies

To which the ancient rocks gave birth P
Like that sweet song of hidden caves

Shall swell those wood-notes o'er the waves.

The emerald waves !—they take their hue

And image from that sunbright shore

;

But wouldst thou launch thy light canoe.

And wouldst thou ply thy rapid oar,

—

Before thee, hadst thou morning's speed,

The dreamy land should still recede !

Yet on the breeze thou still wouldst hear

The music of its flowering shades,

1 The Cherokees believe that the recesses of their moun-
tains, overgrown with lofty pines and cedars, and covered

with old mossy rocks, are inhabited by the kings or chiefs of

rattlesnakes, whom they denominate the *' bright old inhabi-

tants.*' They represent them as snakes of an enormous size,

and which possess the power of drawing to them every living

creature that comes within the reach of their eyes. Tlieir

heads are said to be crowned with a carbuncle of dazzUng

brightness.—See Notes to Leyden's Scenes of Infancy.

2 The stones on the banks of the Oronoco, called by the

South American missionaries Laxas de Musica, and alluded

to in a former note.
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nouveau, et cotnme la premi6re fois, sans rfegle et sans con-

trainte. A ces plaintes spontanees succ6dent bient6t dea

lamentations d'une autre espece: ce soiit lea Myrioloijucs.

Ordinairement c*est la plus proclie parente qui prononce le

aien la premiere ; aprfea elle lea autres parentes, les amies, les

simples voisines. Les Myriologues sont toujours composfJa et

chantda par les femmes. Jls sont toujours iraprovisiJ'S, toujours

en vers, et toujours chant(;s sur un air qui diff^re d'un lieu a

un autre, raais qui, dans un lieu donn^, reste invariablement

consacr^i ce genre de poesie."— ChanU Populairet de la

Gr^ce Moderne, par C. Fauriel.]

A WAIL was heard around the bed, the deathbed

of the young

—

Amidst her tears the Funeral Chant a mournful

mother sung :
—

" lanthis ! dost thou sleep ? Thou sleep'st—^but

this is not the rest,

The breathing and the rosy calm, I have pillow'd

on my breast

:

I luU'd thee not to this repose, lanthis ! my sweet

son !

As, in thy glowing childhood's time, by twilight I

have done.

How is it that I bear to stand and look upon thee

now'!

And that I die not, seeking death on thy pale

glorious brow t

" I look upon thee, thou that wert of all most fair

and bi'ave !

I see thee weaiing stUl too much of beauty for the

grave.

Though mournfully thy smile is fix'd, and heavily

thine eye

Hath shut above the falcon-glance that in it loved

to lie

;

And fast is bound the springing step, that seem'd

on breezes borne.

When to thy couch I came and said,
—'Wake,

hunter, wake ! 'tis morn !'

Yet art thou lovely still, my flower ! uutouch'd

by slow decay,

—

And I, the wither'd stem, remain. I would that

grief might slay !

" Oh ! ever, when I met thy look, I knew that

this would be !

I knew too well that length of days was not a gift

for thee !

I saw it in thy kindling cheek, and in thy bearing

A voice came whispering to my soul, and told me
thou must die !

That thou must die, my fearless one ! where

swords were flashing red.

—

Why doth a mother live to say—My first-bom and

my dead I

They tell me of thy youthful fame, they talk of

victory won

:

Speak thou, and I will hear, my child I lanthis !

my sweet son !

"

A waU was heard around the bed, the deathbed

of the young

—

A fair-hair'd bride the Funeral Chant amidst her

weeping sung ;

—

"lanthis! look'st thou not on me? Can love in-

deed be fled ? [head 1

When was it woe before to gaze upon thy stately

I would that I had foUow'd thee, lanthis, my
beloved !

And stood as woman oft hath stood where faithful

hearts are proved
;

That I had bound a breastplate on, and battled at

thy side !

—

It would have been a blessed thing together had

we died !

" But where was I when thou didst fidl beneath

the fatal sword I

Was I beside the sparkling foimt, or at the peace-

ful board ?

Or singing some sweet song of old, in the shadow

of the vine.

Or praying to the saints for thee, before the holy

shrine

!

And thou wert lying low the while, the life-drops

from thy heart

Fast gushing, like a mountain-spring ! And couldst

thou thus depart 1

Couldst thou depai-t, nor on my lips pour out thy

fleeting breath !

—

Oh ! I was with thee but in joy, that should have

been in death

!

" Yes ! I was with thee when the dance through

mazy rings was led.

And when the lyre and voice were tuned, and when
the feast was spread

;

But not where noble blood flow'd forth, where

sounding javelins flew

—

Why did I hear love's first sweet words, and not

its last adieu 1

What now can breathe of gladness more,—what

scene, what hour, what tone

!

The blue skies fade with all their lights; they

fade, since thou art gone I

Even that must leave me, that still face, by all my
tears unmoved

:
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Take me from this dark world with thee, lonthis

!

my beloved
!"

A wail was heard around the bed, the deathbed

of the young

—

Amidst her tears the Funeral Chant a mournful

sister sung :

—

" lanthis ! brother of my soul !—oh ! where are

now the days

That laugh'd among the doep^een hills, on all

our infant plays 1

Wlicn we two sported by the streams, or track'd

them to their source.

And like a stag's, the rocks along, was thy fleet,

fearless course !

—

I see the pines there waving yet, I see the rills

descend.

But see thy bounding step no more—my brother

and my friend I

"I come with flowers— for spring is come ! lan-

this ! art thou here ?

I bring the garlands she hath brought, I cast them
on thy bier.

Thou shouldst be crown'd with victory's crown

—

but oh ! more meet they seem.

The first faint violets of the wood, and lilies of the

stream

—

More meet for one so fondly loved, and laid thus

early low.

Alas 1 how sadly sleeps thy face amidst the sun-

shine's glow

—

The golden glow that through thy heart was wont

such joy to send

:

Woo ! that it smUcs, and not for thee !—my brother

and my friend
!"

GREEK PARTING SONG.

[This piece is founded on a tale related by Fauiiel, in his

'* Chansons Populaires de la Grece Moderne," and accom-

panied by some very interesting particulars respecting the

extempore parting songs, or songs of expatriation, as he

informs us they are called, in which the modem Greelts

are accustomed to pour forth their feelings on bidding

farewell to their country and friends.]

A Youth went forth to exile, from a home
Such OS to early thought gives images.

The longest treasured, and most oft rccall'd.

And brightest kept, of love ;—a mountain-home.

That, with the murmur of its rocking pines,

And soimding waters, first in childhood's heart

Wakes the deep sense of nature unto joy,

And half-unconscious prayer;—a Grecian home,

With the transparence of blue skies o'erhung.

And, through the dimness of its olive shades,

Catching the flash of fountains, and the gleam

Of shining pillars from the fanes of old.

And this was what he left ! Yet many leave

Far more—the glistening eye, that first from theirs

Call'd out the soul's bright smile ; the gentle hand.

Which throtigh the sunshine led forth infant steps

To where the violets lay ; the tender voice

That earliest taught them what deep melody

Lives in afiiection's tones. He left not these.

Happy the weeper, that but weepa to part

With all a mother's love ! A bitterer grief

Was his—to part unloved/—of her unloved

That should have breathed upon his heart like

spring.

Fostering its young faint flowers

!

Yet had he friends.

And they went forth to cheer him on his way
Unto the parting spot; and she too went.

That mother, tearless for her youngest-bom.

The parting spot was reach'd—a lone deep glen.

Holy, perchance, of yore ; for cave and fount

Were there, and sweet-voiced echoes ; and above.

The silence of the blue still upper heaven

Hung round the crags of Pindus, where they wore

Their crowning snows. Upon a rock he sprung.

The unbeloved one, for his home to gaze

Through the wUd laurels back; but then a light

Broke on the stem proud sadness of his eye,

A sudden quivering light, and from his lips

A burst of passionate song.

"Farewell, farewell

!

I hear theo, thou rushing stream !—thou 'rt from

my native dell,

Thou'rt bearing thence a moumftd sound—a mur-

mur of farewell

!

And fare Ihee well—flow on, my stream !—flow on,

thou bright and free

!

I do but dream that in thy voice one tone laments

for me

;

But I have been a thing unloved from childhood's

loving years.

And therefore turns my soul to thee, for thou hast

known my tears

!

The mountains, and the caves, and thou, my secret

tears have known

:

The woods can toll where he hath wept, that ever

wept alone

!
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" I see thee ouce again, my home ! thou 'rt there

amidst thy vines.

And clear upon thy gleaming roof the light of

summer shines.

It is a joyous hour when eve comea whispering

through thy groves

—

The hour that brings the son from toil, the hour

the mother loves.

The hour the mother loves !—for me beloved it hath

not been ;

Yet ever in its purple smile, thou smilest, a blessed

scene

!

Whose quiet beauty o'er my soul through distant

years will come

—

Yet what but as the dead, to thee, shall 1 be then,

my homel

" Not as the dead !—no, not the dead ! We speak

of them—we keep

Their names, like light that must not fade, within

our bosoms deep

:

We hallow even the lyre they touch'd, we love

the lay they sung,

We pass with softer step the place they fill'd our

band among !

But I depart like soimd, like dew, like aught that

leaves on earth [birth !

No trace of sorrow or delight, no memory of its

I go !—the echo of the rock a thousand songs

may swell

When mine is a forgotten voice. Woods, moun-

tains, home, farewell

!

" And farewell, mother ! I have borne in lonely

silence long,

"

But now the current of my soul grows passionate

and strong

;

And I will speak ! though but the wind that

wanders tlirough the sky.

And but the dark, deep-rustling pines and rolling

streams reply.

Yes ! I will speak ! Within my breast, whate'er

hath seem'd to be.

There lay a hidden fount of love that would have

gush'd for thee !

Brightly it would have gush'd—but thou, my
mother ! thou hast thrown

Back on the forests and the wilds, what should

have been thine own !

"Then fare theewell ! I leave thee not in loneliness

to pine,

Since thou hast sons of statelier mien and fairer

brow than mine.

Forgive me that thou couldst not love !—it may

be that a tone

Yet from my burning heart may pierce through

thine, when I am gone

;

And thou, perchance, mayst weep for him on

whom thou ne'er hast smiled.

And the grave give his birthright back to thy

neglected child !

Might but my spirit then return, and midst its

kindred dwell.

And quench its thirst with love's free tears ! 'Tis

all a dream—farewell
!

"

" Farewell
! "—the echo died with that deep word;

Yet died not so the late repentant pang

By the strain quicken'd in the mother's breast

!

There had pass'd many changes o'er her brow.

And cheek, and eye ; but into one bright flood

Of tears at last all melted ; and she fell

On the glad bosom of her child, and cried,

" Return, return, my son ! " The echo caught

A lovelier sound than song, and woke again,

Murmuring, " Return, my son !

"

THE SULIOTE MOTHER.

[It is related, in a Frencli life of AH Pasha, that several of

the Suliote women, on the advance of the Turkish troops into

the mountain fastnesses, assembled on a lofty summit, and,

after chanting a wild song, precipitated themselves, with

their children, into the chasm below, to avoid becoming the

slaves of the enemy.]

She stood upon the loftiest peak.

Amidst the clear blue sky

;

A bitter smile was on her cheek,

And a dark flash in her eye.

"Dost thou see them, boy 1—through the dusky

pines

Dost thou see where the foeman's armour shines 1

Hast thou caught the gleam of the conqueror's

crest ?

My babe, that I cradled on my breast ! [joy 1

Wouldst thou spring from thy mother's arms with

—That sight hath cost thee a father, boy !

"

For in the rocky strait beneath.

Lay Suliote sire and son

:

They had heap'd high the piles of death

Before the pass was won.

" They have cross'd the torrent, and on they come

:

Woe for the mountain hearth and home !
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There, where the hunter laid by his spear,

There, where the lyre hath been sweet to hear.

There, where I sang thee, fair babe ! to sleep,

Naught but the blood-stain our trace shall keep !"

And now the horn's loud blast was heard,

And now the cymbal's clang.

Till even the upper air was stirr'd.

As clilf and hollow rang.

" Hark ! they bring music, my joyous child !

\Vliat saith the trumpet to Suli's wildl

Doth it light thine eye with so quick a fire,

As if at a glance of thine armed sire f

Still !—be thou still !—there are bravo men low :

Thouwouldst notsmilecouldst thou see himnow !

"

But nearer came the clash of steel,

And louder swell'd the horn.

And farther yet the tambours peal

Through the dark pass was borne.

" Hear'st thou the sound of their savage mirth?

Boy ! thou wert free when I gave thee birth,

—

Free, and how cherish'd, my warrior's son !

He too hath bless'd thee, as I have done !

Ay, and unchain'd must his loved ones be

—

Freedom, youug Suliote 1 for thee and me !

"

And from the arro^vy peak she sprung.

And fast the fair child bore ;

—

A veil upon the wind was flung,

A cry—and all was o'er !

THE FAREWELL TO THE DEAD.

[Tlie following piece i3 founded on a beautiful part of the

Greek funeral service, in which relatives and friends are

invited to embrace the deceased (whose face is uncovered)

and to bid their Hnal adieu.—See Chrutian Retcarchet in the

Mediterranean.]

" 'Til bard to tay Into the earth

A countenance to benign .' a form that walk*d

Dut yeeterdajr eo stately o'er the earth !

"

Wilmk.

Come near I Ero yet the dtist

Soil the bright paleness of the settled brow.

Look on your brother ; and embrace him now.

In still and solemn trust

!

Come near !—once more let kindred lips bo press'd

On his cold cheek ; then bear him to his rest

!

Look yet on this young face !

^Vllat shall the beauty, from amongst us gone,

Leave of its image, even where most it shone,

Gladdening its hearth and race

)

Dimgrowsthesemblance on man'sheart impress'd.

Come near, and bear the beautiful to rest

!

Ye weep, and it is well I

For tears befit earth's partings ! Yesterday,

Song was upon the lips of this pale clay.

And simshine seem'd to dwell

Where'er he moved—the welcome and the bless'd.

Now gaze ! and bear the silent unto rest I

Look yet on him whose cyo

Meets yours no more, in sadness or in mirth.

AVas he not fair amidst the sons of earth.

The beings bom to die ?

—

But not where deathhas power maylove be bless'd.

Come near ! and bear ye the beloved to rest I

How may the mother's heart

Dwell on her son, and dare to hope again 1

The spring'srich promisehath been givenin vain

—

The lovely must depart

!

Is he not gone, our brightest and our best 1

Come near ! and bear the early-call'd to rest I

Look on him ! Is he laid

To slumber from the harvest or the chase 1

—

Too still and sad the smile upon his face

;

Yet that, even that must fade

:

Death holds not long unchanged his fairest guest.

Come near ! and bear the mortal to his rest

!

His voice of mirth hath ceased

Amidst the vineyards ! there is left no place

For him whose dust receives your vain embrace.

At the gay bridal-feast !

Earth must take earth to moulder on her breast.

Come near ! weep o'er him I bear him to his rest

Yet mourn ye not as they

Whose spirits' light is quench'd ! For him the past

Is seal'd : ho may not fall, he may not cast

His birthright's hope away !

All is not here of our beloved and bless'd.

Leave ye the sleeper with his God to rest I
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MISCELLANEOUS POEMS.

I GO, SWEET FRIENDS!

I ao, sweet friends ! yet think of me
When spring's young voice awakes the flowers

;

For we have wander'd far and free

In those bright hours, the violet's hours.

I go ; but when you pause to hear.

From distant hills, the Sabbath-bell

On summer-winds float silvery clear.

Think on me then—I loved it well

!

Forget me not around your hearth,

When oheerly smiles the ruddy blaze

;

For dear hath been its evening mirth

To me, sweet friends, in other days.

And oh ! when music's voice is heard

To melt in strains of parting woe.

When hearts to love and grief are stirr'd.

Think of me then !—I go, I go !

ANGEL VISITS.

" 2fo more of talk where God or an^l guest

With man, as with his friend, fhmiliar used

To sit indulgent and with him partake

Rural repast." MiLTOi*.

Abe ye for ever to your skies departed ?

Oh ! will ye visit this dim world no more 1

Ye, whose bright wings a solemn splendour darted

Through Eden's fresh and flowering shades of

yore !

Now are the fountains dried on that sweet spot.

And ye—our faded earth beholds you not.

Yet, by your shining eyes not all forsaken,

Man wander'd from his Paradise away

;

Ye, from forgetfiilness his heart to waken,

Came down, high guests I in many a later day.

And with the patriarchs, under vine or oak.

Midst noontide calm or hush of evening, spoke.

From you, the veU of midnight darkness rending.

Came the rich mysteries to the sleeper's eye.

That saw your hosts ascending and descending

On those bright steps between the earth and

sky:

TrembUng he woke, and bow'd o'er glory's trace,

And worshipp'd awe-struck, in that fearful place.

By Chebar's^ brook ye pass'd, suchradiancewearing

As mortal vision might but ill endure

;

Along the stream the living chariot bearing.

With its high crystal arch, intensely pure

;

And, the dread rushing of your wings that hour

Was like the noise of waters in their power.

But in the Olive Moimt, by night appearing.

Midstthedim leaves, your holiestwork was done.

Whose was the voice that came divinely cheering.

Fraught with the breath of God to aid his Son 1

—Haply of those that, on the moonlit plains,

Wafted good tidings unto Syrian swains.

Yet one more task was Yours! your heavenly

dwelling.

Ye left, and by th' unseal'd sepulchral stone.

In glorious raiment, sat ; the weepers telling,

That Eetheysoughthad triumph'dandwasgone.
Now have ye left us for the brighter shore

;

Your presence lights the lonely groves no more.

But may ye not, unseen, around us hover,

With gentle promptingsand sweet influence yet.

Though the fresh glory of those days be over.

When, midst the palm-trees, man your footsteps

met?

Are ye not near when faith and hope rise high.

When love, by strength, o'ermasters agony !

Are ye not near when sorrow, unrepining,

Yields up life's treasures unto Him who gave ?

When martyrs, all things for His sake resigning.

Lead on the march of death, serenely brave

!

Dreams ! But a deeper thought our souls may
fill:

One, One is near—a spirit holier still

!

IVY SONG.

WRITTEN ON RKCKIVINO SOME IVY-LEAVES GATHERED FROM
THE RUINED CASTLE OF RHEINFELS, ON THE RHINE.

Oh I how could Fancy crown with tJiee

In ancient days the God of Wine,

And bid thee at the banquet be

Companion of the vine ?

1 Ezekiel, chap. x.
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Tfiy homo, wild plmit ! is where each sound

Of revelry hath long been o'er,

Where Bong'a fuU notes once peal'd around,

But now are heard no more.

The Roman on his battle-plains,

Where kings before his eagles bent,

Entwined thee with exulting strains

Around the victor's tent

:

Yet there, though fresh in glossy green,

Triumphantly thy boughs might wave.

Better thou lovest the silent scene

Around the victor's grave.

Wliere deeps the sons of ages flovm,

The bards and heroes of the past

;

Where, through the halls of glory gone.

Murmurs the wintry blast

;

Where years are hastening to efface

Each record of the grand and fair

;

Thou, in thy solitary grace.

Wreath of the tomb ! art there.

Oh ! many a temple, once sublime.

Beneath a blue Italian sky.

Hath naught of beauty left by time,

Save thy wild tapestry !

And, rear'd midst crags and clouds, 'tis thine

To wave where banners waved of yore,

O'er towers that crest the noble lihiuo,

Along his rocky shore.

High from the fields of air look down
Those eyries of a vanish'd race

—

Homes of the mighty, whose renown

Hath pass'd, and left no trace.

But there thou art !—thy fohage bright

Unchanged the mountain storm can brave

;

Ttou, that wilt climb the loftiest height.

Or deck the humblest grave !

'Tis still the same ! Where'er we tread.

The wrecks of iiuman power we see

—

The marvels of all ages fled

Left to decay and thee !

And still let man his fabrics rear,

August in beauty, grace, and strength ;

Days pass—thou ivy never sere ! '

—

And all is thine at length I

' ** Yemyrtle8brown,andivy neveriere."—LYC1DA8.

TO ONE OF THE AUTHOR'S CHILDREN
ON HIS BIRTHDAY.

Where sucks the bee now 1 Summer is flying,

Leaves round the elm-tree faded are lying

;

Violets are gone from their grassy dell.

With the cowslip cups, where the fairies dwell

;

The rose from the garden hath pass'd away

—

Yot happy, fair boy, is thy natal day !

Forlovebidsit welcome, thelove whichhath smiled

Ever around thee, my gentle child I

Watching thy footsteps, and guarding thy bed.

And pouring out joy on thy suimy head.

Roses may vanish, but this will stay

—

Happy and bright is thy natal day I

ON A SIMILAR OCCASION.

Thou wakest from rosy sleep, to play

With bounding heart, my boy !

Before thee Ues a long bright day

Of summer and of joy.

Thou hast no heavy thought or dream

To cloud thy fearless eye :

Long be it thus !—life's early stream

Should stiU reflect the sky.

Yet, ere the cares of life lie dim

On thy young spirit's wings.

Now in thy morn forget not Him
From whom each pure thought springs.

So, in the onward vale of tears.

Where'er thy path may be.

When strength hath bow'd to evil years,

ffe will remember thee !

CHRIST STILLING THE TEMPEST.

Fear was within the tossing baik

When stormy winds grew loud.

And waves came rolling high and dark.

And the tall ma-st was bow'd.

And men stood breathless in their dread,

And baffled in their skill

;

But One was there, who rose and said

To the wild sea—.Be atUU
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And the wind ceased—it ceased ! that word

Pass'd through the gloomy sky ;

The troubled billows knew their Lord,

And fell beneath His eye.

And slumber settled on the deep.

And silence on the blast

;

They sank, as flowere that fold to sleep

When sultry day is past.

Thou ! that in its wildest hour

Didst rule the tempest's mood.

Send thy meek spirit forth in power.

Soft on our souls to brood !

Thou that didst bow the billow's pride

Thy mandate to fulfil !

Oh, speak to passion's raging tide,

Speak, and say, " Peace, he still I"

EPITAPH

OVER THE GRAVE OF TWO BROTHERS, A CHILD

AND A YOdTH.

[Amongst the numerous friends Mrs Hemans was fortu-

nate enough to posset in Scotland, ther« was one to whom
she was llnlved by so peculiar a bond of union, and whose

unwearied kindness is so precious an inheritance to her chil-

dren, that it is hoped the owner of a name so dear to them,

(though it be a part of her nature to slirink from publicity,)

will forgive its being introduced into these pages.

This invaluable friend was Lady AVedderburn,i the mother

of those "two brothers, a child and a youth," for whose

monument Mrs Hemans had written an inscription, which,

with its simple pathos, has doubtless sunk deep into the heart

of many a mourner, as well as of many a yet rejoicing parent,

there called upon to remember that for them, too,

*' Speaks the gnive.

Where God bAth seai'd the fount of hope He gave."

Into the gentle lieart, which has found relief for its own
sorrows in soothing the griefs and promoting the enjoyments

of others, the author of this sacred tribute was taken with a

warmth and loving-kindness which extended its genial influ-

ence to all belonging to her ; and during their stay in Edin-

burgh, whither they proceeded from Abbotsford, Mrs Hemans
and her children were cherished with a true home welcome

at the bouse of Sir David Wedderbum.

—

Memoir, p. 192.]

Thou, that canst gaze upon thine own fair boy,

And hear his prayer's low murmur at thy knee.

And o'er his slumber bend in breathless joy.

Come to this tomb I—it hath a voice for thee !

1 The lady of Sir David Wedderbum, Bart., and sister of the late

Viscountess Hampden. The monument on which the lines are in-

scribed, is at Gljnde, in Sussex, n3ar Lord Hampden's seat. This ex-

cellent lady only survived Mrs Hemans a few years.

Pray 1 Thou art blest—ask strength for sorrow's

hour

:

Love, deep as thine, lays here its broken flower.

Thou that art gathering from the smile of youth

Thy thousand hopes, rejoicing to behold

Alltheheart'sdepthsbefore thee bright vidth truth,

All the mind's treasures silently unfold.

Lookon thistomb !—for thee, too, speaks the grave.

Where God hath seai'd the fount of hope He gave.

MONUMENTAL INSCRIPTION.

Earth ! guard what here we lay in holy trust.

That which hath left our home a darken'd place.

Wanting the form, the smile, now vcil'd mth dust.

The light departed with our loveUest face.

Yet from thy bonds our sorrow's hope is free

—

We have but lent the beautiful to thee.

Butthou, heaven ! keep, keep what (7touhasttaken.

And with our treasure keep our hearts on high

;

The spirit meek, and yet by pain tmshaken.

The faith, the love, the lofty constancy

—

Guide us where these are with our sister flown

:

They were of Thee,and thouhast claim'd thineown I

THE SOUND OF THE SEA.

Thou art sounding on, thou mighty sea !

For ever and the same;

The ancient rocks yet ring to thee

—

Those thimders naught can tame.

Oh ! many a glorious voice is gone

From the rich bowel's of earth.

And hush'd is many a lovely one

Of mournfulness or mirth.

The Dorian flute that sigh'd of yore

Along the wave, is still

;

The harp of Judah peals no more

On Zion's awful hilL

And Memnon's lyre hath lost the chord

That breathed the mystic tone;

And the songs at Rome's high triumphs pour'd

Are with her eagles floivu.
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And mute the Moorish horn that rang

O'er stream and mountain free

;

And the hymn the leagued Crusaders sang

Hath died in Galilee.

But thou art swelling on, thou deep

!

Through many an olden clime,

Thy billowy anthem, ne'er to sleep

Until the close of time.

Thou liftest up thy solemn voice

To every wind and sky,

And all our earth's green shores rejoice

In that one harmony.

It fills the noontide's calm profound,

The sunset's heaven of gold
;

And the still midnight hears the sound,

Even as first it roll'd.

Let there be silence, deep and strange.

Where sceptred cities rose

!

Th<m speak'st of One who doth not change

So may our hearts repose.

THE CHILD AND DOVE.

SUGOeSTKD BY CHANTREY'S STATUS OF LADV LOUISA

RUS8KLL.

Thou art a thing on our dreams to rise.

Midst the echoes of long-lost melodies.

And to fling bright dew from the morning back,

Fair form ! on each image of childhood's track.

Thou art a thing to recall the hours

When theloveofour soulswasonleavesandflowers,

^\^lenaworld was ourowninsome dim sweetgrove.

And treasure untold in one captive dove.

Are they gone 1 can we think it, while tAou art there.

Thou joyous child with the clustering hairl

Is it not spring that indeed breathes free

And fresh o'er each thought, whilewe gaze on thee

)

No 1 never more may we smile as thou

Shcddest round smiles from thy sunny brow

;

Yet something it is, in our hearts to shrine

A memory of beauty undimm'd as thine

—

To have met the joy of thy speaking face,

To have felt the spell of thy breezy grace,

To have linger'd before thee, and tum'd, and borne

One vision away of the cloudless mom.

A DIRGE.

[ The two first stanzas of this dirge may be found in the

Ia8t8ceneof**The Siege of Valencia;" but they are more par-

ticularly worthy of the reader's consideration, as having been

selected for inscription on the tablet placed above the vault

beneath St Ann's Church, Dublin, where the remains of the

author repose.]

Calh on the bosom of thy God,

Young spirit ! rest thee now !

Even while with us thy footstep trod,

His seal was on thy brow.

Dust, to its narrow house beneath 1

Soul, to its place on high !

—

Tliey that have seen thy look in death.

No more may fear to die.

Lone are the paths, and sad the bowers,

Whence thy meek smile is gone

;

But oh !— a brighter home than ours,

In heaven, is now thine own.

SCENE IN A DALECARLIAN MINE.

" oh ! fondly, fbrventljr, thow two bad loved,

Had mingled minds in Love't own perfect trust

;

Had watch'd bright sunKts, dreamt of bUasful jrears

;

And thus they met !

"

" Haste, with your torches, haste ! make firelight

round ! "

—

[found 1

They speed, they press : what hath the miner

Relic or treasure—giant sword of old ?

Gems bedded deep—rich veins of burning gold

!

—Not so—the dead, the dead ! An awe-struckband

In silence gathering round the silent stand,

Chain'd by one feeling, hushing e'en their breath.

Before the thing that, in the might of death.

Fearful, yet beautiful, amidst them lay

—

A sleeper, dreaming not !—a youth with hair

Making a simny gleam (how sadly fair !)

O'er his cold brow : no shadow of decay [wore

Had touch'd those pale, bright features—yet he

A mien of other days, a garb of yore.

WTio covdd unfold that mysterj- j From the tlirong

A woman wildly broke ; her eye was dim.

As if through many tears, through vigils long,

Through weary strainings ;—all had been for him

!
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Those two had loved ! And there he lay, the dead,

In his youth's flower—and she, the living, stood

Withhergray hair, whencehue and gloss had fled

—

And wasted form, and check, whose flushing blood

Had long since ebb'd—a meeting sad and strange

!

—Oh ! are not meetings in this world of change

Sadder than partings oft ! She stood there, still.

And mute, and gazing—all her soul to fill

Withthe loved face oncemore—the young, fair face.

Midst that rude cavern, touch'd vrith sculpture's

grace.

By torchlight and by death : until at last

From her deep heart the spirit of the past

Gush'd in low broken tones :—-"And there thou

art !

And thus we meet, that loved, and did but part

As for a few brief hours ! My friend, my friend

!

First love, and only one ! Is this the end

Of hope deferr'd, youth blighted ! Yet thy brow

Still wears its own proud beauty, and thy cheek

Smiles—^how unchanged !—while I, the worn, and

weak.

And faded—oh ! thou wouldst but scorn me now,

If thou couldst look on me !—a wither'd leaf,

Sear'd—though for thy sake—by the blast of grief

!

Better to see thee thus ! For thou didst go

Bearing my image on thy heart, I know,

Unto the dead. My Ulric ! through the night

How have I call'd thee ! With the morning light

How have I watch'd for thee !—wept, wander'd,

pray'd.

Met the fierce mountain-tempest, undismay'd.

In search of thee !—bound my worn life to one—
One torturing hope ! Now let me die ! 'Tis gone.

Take thy betrothed !

" And on his breast she fell.

Oh ! since their youth's last passionate farewell.

How changed in all but love !—the true, the strong,

Joining in death whom life had parted long !

They had one grave—one lonely bridal-bed.

No friend, no kinsman there a tear to shed !

His name had ceased

—

her heart outlived each tie.

Once more to look on that dead face, and die !

ENGLISH SOLDIER'S SONG OF MEMORY.

TO THB AIR OF '* AM RHKIN, AM RIIEIN! " '

Sing, sing in memory of the brave departed.

Let song and wine be pour'd !

Pledge to their fame, the free and fearless hearted,

Our brethren of the sword !

Oft at the feast, and in the fight, their voices

Have mingled with our own

;

Fill high the cup ! but when the soul rejoices,

Forget not who are gone.

They that stood with us, midst the dead and dying,

On Albuera's plain

;

They that beside us cheerily track'd the flying,

Far o'er the hills of Spain

;

They thatamidst us,whenthe shellswereshowering

From old Rodrigo's wall, [ing,

The rampart scaled,through clouds of battle tower^

First, first at Victory's call

;

They that upheld the banners, proudly waving,

In Roncesvalles' dell, Paving

—

With England's blood the southern 'N'ineyards

Forget not how they fell

!

Sing, sing in memory of the brave departed,

Let song and wine be pour'd !

Pledge to their fame, the free and fearless hearted.

Our brethren of the sword

!

HAUNTED GROUND.

" And •light, withal, may b« the thing* which bring

Back on the heart the weight which it would fling

Aside for ever—it may be a sound,

A tone ofmusic, summer eve, or spring,

A flower—the wind—the ocean—which shall wound.

Striking the electric train, wherewith we are darkly bound."

Byaoit

Yes, it is haunted, this quiet scene.

Fair as it looks, and all softly green
;

Yet fear not thou—for the spell is thrown,

And the might of the shadow, on me alone.

Are thy thoughts wandering to elves and fays.

And spirits that dwell where the water plays ?

Oh ! in the heart there are stronger powere.

That sway, though viewless, this world of ours !

Have I not lived midst these lonely dells.

And loved, and sorrow'd, and heard farewells,

And leam'd in my own deep soul to look.

And tremble before that mysterious book ?

Have I not, under these whispering leaves,

Woven such dreams as the young heart weaves 1

Shadows—yet unto which hfe seem'd bound

;

And is it not—is it not haunted ground

)
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Must I uot hear what thou heareat not.

Troubling the air of the sunny spot ?

Is there uot something to rouse but me,

Told by the rustling of every tree t

Song hath been here, with its flow of thought;

Love, with its passionate visions fraught

;

Death, breathing stillness and sadness round;

And is it not—is it not haunted ground 1

Are there no phantoms, but such as come

By night from the darkness that wraps the tomb?

A sound, a scent, or a whispering breeze.

Can summon up mightier far than these I

But I may not linger amidst them here !

Lovely they are, and yet things to fear

;

Passing and leaving a weight behind.

And a thrill on the chords of the stricken mind.

Away, away !—that my soul may soar

As a free bird of blue skies once more !

Here from its wing it may never cast [past.

The chain by those spirits brought back from the

Doubt it not—smile not—but go thou, too,

Look on the scenes where thy childhood grew

—

Where thou hast pray'd at thy mother's knee.

Where thou hast roved with thy brethren free

;

Go tho>j, when life unto thee is changed,

Friends thou hast loved as thy soul, estranged

;

When from the idols thy heart hath made.

Thou hast seen the colours of glory fade.

Oh ! painfully then, by the wind's low sigh.

By the voice ofthe stream, by the flower-cup's dye,

By a thousand tokens of sight and sound,

Tliouwiltfeel thou arttreadingonhauntedgrovmd.

THE CHILD OF THE FORESTS.

WRlTTKTt ArTKR RKADINO THB HIKMOIRS 0¥

JOHN HUMTER.

[On one occasion. Mrs Heinans was somewhat ludi-

crouijly disenchanted, tlirougli tlie medimn of a Iforth

American Renew, on tlie subject of a self-constituted hero,

wliose Iiiatory (which suggested litT little poem, " The Child of

the Forests ") slie had read with unquistioiiing faith and lively

interest. This was the redoulttable John Dunn Hunter,

whose marvellous adventures amongst the Indians—by whom
he represented himself to have been carried away in childhood

—were worked up into a plausible narrative, admirably cal-

culated to excite the sympathies of its readers. But how far

it was really deserving of them, may be Judged by the follow-

ing extract from a letter to a friend who had been simibirly

mystified :—" I send yon a North American Review, which

will mortify C. and you witli the sad intelligence that John
Hunter—even our own John Dunn— the man of the panther's

skin^the adopted of the Kansas—the shooter witli tlje rifle

—

no, with the long bow—is, I blush to say it, neither more nor

leKS tlian an impostor ; no better tlian Psalnmnazar ; no, no

better than Carraboo herself. Aft*-r ttiis, what are we to

believe again ? Are there any Loo Choo Islands ? Was
titere ever any Robinson Crusoe ? Is there any Rammohun
Roy ? All one's faith and trust is shaken to its foundations.

No one here sympatllises witli me properly on this annoying

occasion ; but you, I think, will know how to feel, who have

been quite as much devoted to that vile John Dunn aa my-
self."

—

Memoir, pp. 95-(>.]

Is not thy heart far oS' amidst the woods,

Where the red Indian lays his father's dust,

And, by the rushing of the torrent floods.

To the Great Spirit bows in silent trust t

Doth not thy soul o'ersweep the foaming main.

To pour itself upon the wilds again 1

They are gone forth, the desert's warrior race.

By stormy lakes to track the elk and roe

;

But where art thou, the swift one in the chase,

With thy free footstep and unfailing bow I

Their singing shafts have reach'd the panther's lair.

And where art thou ?— thine arrows are not there.

They rest beside their streams—the spoil is won—
They hang their spears upon the cypress bough

;

Tlie night-fires blaze, the himter's work is done

—

They hear the tales of old—but where art thou?

The night-fires blaze beneath the giant pine.

And there a place is fiU'd that once was thine.

For thou art mingling with the city's throng,

And thou hast thrown thine Indian bow aside;

Child of the forests ! thou art borne along.

E'en as ourselves, by life's tempestuous tide.

But will this be? and canst thou here find rest?

Thou hadst thy nurture on the desert's breast.

Comes not the sound of torrents to thine car

From the savannah land, the land of streams ?

Hear'st thou not murmurs which none else may
hear?

Is not the forest's shadow on thy dreams ?

They call—wild voices call thee o'er the main.

Back to thy free and boimdless woods again.

HearthemnotI hearthemnot!—thoucanstnotfind

In the far wilderness what once was thine

!
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Pale glistening peai'ls,and raiubow-colour'd shells

Bright things which gleam unreck'd of, and in

vain.

Keep, keep thy riches, melancholy sea I

We ask not such from thee.

Yet more, the depths have more ! What wealth

untold, [lies

!

Far down, and shining through their stillness

Thou hast the starry gems, the burning gold,

Won from ten thousand royal Argosies.—
Sweep o'er thy spoils, thou wild and wrathful main !

Earth claims not these again.

Yet more, the depths have more ! Thy waves

have roU'd

Above the cities of a world gone by !

Sand hath fill'd up the palaces of old,

Sea-weed o'ergrown the halls of revelry.

—

Dash o'er them, ocean ! in thy scornful play :

Man yields them to decay.

Yet more ! the billows and the depths have more

!

High hearts and brave are gather'd to thy breast

!

They hear not now the booming waters roar,

The battle-thunders will not break their rest.

—

Keep thy red gold and gems, thou stormy grave !

Give back the true and brave !

Give back the lost and lovely !—those for whom
The place was kept at board and hearth so long.

The prayer went up through midnight's breathless

gloom.

And the vain yeaijiing woke midst festal song

!

Hold fast thy buried isles, thy towers o'erthrown

—

But all is not thine own.

To thee the love of woman hath gone down,

Dark flow thy tides o'er manhood's noble head,

O'er youth's bright locks, and beauty's floweiy

crown :

Yet must thou hear a voice—Restore the dead

!

Earth shall reclaimherprecious things from thee !
—

Restore the dead, thou sea !

['* The only public mention tliat I have made of Mrs
Ilemans,*' says Mr Montgomery of Sheffield, in a letter re-

garding her. with which we have been favoured by that

excellent man and distinguished poet, " was in a series of

lectures on the principal British Poets, delivered at the lloyal

Institution from ten to twelve years ago. In one of these,

having to notice very briefly the * Female Poets,' I said,

' Mrs Henians, in many of her lyrics, has struck out a new
and attractive style of mingling the picturesque and the sen-

timental with such grace and beauty that, in her best pieces,

she is better than almost any poet of either sex in that

sprightly, yet pathetic vein, which she has exercised.' I gave

' The Treasures of the Deep * as an example ; and, indeed, I

laiow nothing in our languiige—of the kind and the cluiract«r

I mean—comparable with it, either in conception or execu-

tion, for wealth of thought, felicity of diction, and com-

manding address :—The Ocean summoned to give an account

of all that it has been doing through six thousand years, and

the answers dictated by tlie questioner, till all the secrets of

the abyss are revealed in the light by which poetry alone, of

the purest order, can discover them. The last stanza is a

crown of glory to the perfect whole."

We beg to remind the author of '* The World before the

Flood," and " The Pelican Island," that the lectures to which

he alludes have never been published. Tliey were flatteringly

successful, both when dehvered at the Royal Institution, and

before the literary societies of several of the principal provin-

cial towns of England ; and could not fail being acceptable

to the great reading public, as the recorded opinions concern-

ing the leading poets of Great Britain of past and present

times, deliberately formed by one of their own number, who

has himself written so much and so well, and who, in popu-

larity as a lyrist, has no superior among contemporaries.]

BRING FLOWERS.

Bring flowers, young flowers, for the festal board,

To wreath the cup ere the wine is pour'd !

Bring flowers ! they are springing in wood and

vale:

Their breath floats out on the southern gale,

And the touchof tlie sunbeam hathwaked the rose.

To deck the hall where the bright wine flows.

Bring flowers to strew in the conqueror's path !

He hath shaken thrones with his stormy wrath

:

He comes with the spoils of nations back,

The vines He crush'd in his chariot's track.

The turf looks red where he won the day.

Bring flowers to die in the conquerors way !

Bring flowers to the captive's lonely cell

!

They have tales of the joyous woods to tell

—

Of the free blue streams, and the glowing sky.

And the bright world shut from his languid eye

;

They will bear him a thought of the sunny hours.

And the dream of his youth. Bring him flowers,

wild flowers !

Bring flowers, fresh flowers, for the bride to wear .'

They were born to blush in her shining hair.

She is leaving the home of her childhood's mirth,

She hath bid farewell to her father's hearth.

Her place is now by another's side.

Bring flowers for the locks of the fair young bride

!
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Bring flowers, pale flowers, o'er the bier to shed,

A crown for the brow of the early dead !

For this through its leaves hath the white rose

burst.

For this in the woods was the violet nursed !

Though they smile in vain for what once was ours.

They are love's lost gift Bring ye flowers, pale

flowers I

Bring flowers to the shrine where we kneel in

prayer

—

They are nature's offering, their place is there I

They speak of hope to the fainting heart,

With a voice of promise they come and part,

Tliey sleep in dust through the wintry hours,

They break forth in glory. Bring flowers, bright

flowers I

THE CRUSADER'S RETURN.

' AIu ! the mother tbftt hlro bare.

ITshe had been in preeence there,

Id hie wan eheeke and tunburnt hair

She had not known her child.'

Rest, pilgrim, rest ! Thou'rt from the Syrian land,

Thou'rt from the wild and wondrous East, I know

By the long-v/ither'd palm-branch in thy hand.

And by the darkness of thy sunburnt brow.

Alas ! the bright, the beautiful, who part

So Ml of hope, for that far country's bourne !

Alas ! the weary and the changed in heart.

And dimm'd in aspect, who like thee return !

Thou'rt faint—stay, rest thee from thy toils at last

:

Through the high chestnuts lightly plays the

breeze.

The stars gleam out, the A ve hour is past.

The sailor's hymn hath died along the seas.

Thou'rt faint and woni—hear'st thou the fountain

welling

By the gray pillara of yon ruiu'd shrine 1

Seest thou the dewy grapes before thee swelling

!

—He that hath left me traiu'd that loaded vine

!

He was a child when thus the bower ho wove,

(Oh ! hath a day fled since his cliildhood's timel)

That I might sit and hear the sound I love,

Beneath its shade—the convent's vesperKjhimc.

And sit thou, there !—for he was gentle ever,

With his glad voice he would have welcomed

thee,

And brought fresh fruits to cool thy parcli'd lipe'

fever.

There in his place thou'rt resting—where ia he I

If I could hear that laughing voice again.

But once again ! How oft it wanders by,

In the still hours, like some remember'd strain.

Troubling the heart with its wild melody !

—

Thou hast seen much, tired pilgrim ! hast thou seen

In that far land, the chosen land of yore,

A youth—my Guide—with the fiery mien

And the dark eye of this Italian shore ?

The dark, clear, lightning eye ! On heaven and

earth

It smiled—a.s if man were not dust it smiled!

The very air secm'd kindling with his mirth.

And I—my heart grew young before my child

!

My blessed child !—I had but him—yet he

Fill'd all my home even with o'erflowing joy.

Sweet laughter, and wild song, and footstep free.

Where is he now]—my pride, my flower, my
boy !

His sunny childhood melted from my sight.

Like a spring dew-drop. Then his forehead wore

A prouder look—his eye a keener light

:

I knew these woods might be his world no more

!

He loved me—but he left me ! Thus they go

\Vhomwe have rear'd, watch'd, bless'd, too much
adored !

He heard the trumpet of the Red Cross blow,

And bounded firom me with his father's sword I

Thouweep'st—I tremble ! Thou hast seen theslain

Pressing a bloody turf—the young and fair.

With their pale beauty strewing o'er the plain

Where hosts have met : speak ! answer !—was

he there

!

Oh ! hath his smile departed 1 Could the grave

Shut o'er those bursts of bright and tameless

glee i

No ! I shall yet behold his dark locks wave !

That look gives hope—I knew it could not be

!

Still weep'st thou, wanderer 1 Some fond mother's

glance

O'er thee, too, brooded in thine early years

—

Think 'at thou of her, whose gentle eye, perchance,

Rithod all thy faded hair with parting tears t

Speak, for thy tears disturb me !—what art thou 1

Why dost thou hide thy face, yet weeping on 1

Look up ! Oh ! is it—that wan cheek and brow !

—

Is it—alas ! yet joy !—my son, my son I
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THEKLA'S SONG; OK, THE VOICE OF A
SPIRIT.

FROM THE GERMAN OF SCHILLER.

" 'Tia not merely

The human being s pride tliat peoples space

With life and mystical predommance ;

Since likewise for the striclten heart of love

This visible nature, and this common world.

Are all too narrow."—Coleridge's " Wallenstein .

"

[This song is Ktid to Iiave been composed by Schiller in

answer to tlie inquiries of a friend respecting tlie fate of

Thekla, whose beautiful cliaracter is withdrawn from the

tragedy of Wattenstcin's Death, after lier resolution to visit

tlie grave of Iier lover is made linown.]

Ask'st thou my home 1—my pathway wouldst

thou know,

When from thine eye my floating shadow pass'd!

Was not my work fuIfiU'd and closed below t

Had I not lived and loved 1 My lot was cast.

Wouldst thou ask where the nightingale is gone.

That, melting into song her soul away, [tone ?

Gave the spring-breeze what witch'd thee in its

But while she loved, she lived, in that deep lay !

Think'st thou my heart its lost one hath not found 1

Yes ! we are one : oh ! trust me, we have met,

Where naught againmaypart what love hath bound.

Where falls no tear, and whispers no regret.

There shalt thou find us, there with us be blest.

If, as our love, thy love is pure and true !

There dwells my father, ' sinless and at rest.

Where the fierce murderer may no more pursue.

And well he feels, no error of the dust

Drew to the stars of heaven his mortal ken

;

There it is with us even as is our trust

—

He that believes is near the holy then.

There shall each feeling, beautiful and high,

Keep the sweet promise of its earthly day.

Oh ! fear thou not to dream with waking eye

!

There lies deep meaning oft in childish play.

THE REVELLERS.

RiNO, joyous chords !—ring out again !

A swifter, and a wilder strain !

They are here—the fair face and the careless heart.

And stars shall wane ere the mirthful part.

But I mot a dimly mournful glance,

In a sudden turn of the flying dance

;

I heard the tone of a heavy sigh

In a pause of the thrilling melody !

^ Wallenstein.

And it is not well that woe should breathe

On the bright spring-flowers of the festalwreath!

—

Ye that to thought or to grief belong,

Leave, leave the hall of song

!

Ring, joyous chords ! But who art thou

With the shadowy locks o'er thy pale young brow,

And the world of dreamy gloom that hes

In the misty depths of thy soft dark eyes?

Thouhast loved, fair girl ! thou hast loved too well

!

Thou art mourning now o'er a broken spell ;

Thou hast pour'd thy heart's rich treasures forth,

And art unrepaid for their priceless worth !

Mourn on !—yet come thou not here the while.

It is but a pain to see thee smile

!

There is not a tone in our songs for thee

—

Home with thy sorrows flee !

Ring, joyous chords !—ring out again !

But what dost thou with the revel's train ?

A silvery voice through the soft air floats.

But thou hast no part in the gladdening notes

;

There are bright young faces that pass thee by.

But they fix no glance of thy wandering eye !

Away ! there's a void in thy yearning breast,

Tliou weary man ! wilt thou here find rest

!

Away ! for thy thoughts from the scene have fled.

And the love of thy spirit is with the dead :

Thou artbutmore lone midst the sounds of mirth

—

Back to thy silent hearth !

Ring, joj-ous chords !—ring forth again
'

A swifter still, and a wilder strain !

But thou, though a reckless mien be thine.

And thy cup be crown'd with the foaming wine,

By the fitful bursts of thy laughter loud.

Bythine eye's quick flash through itstroubled cloud,

I know thee ! it is but the wakeful fear

Of a haunted bosom that brings thee here !

I know thee !—thou fearest the solemn night,

With her piercing stars and her deep wind's might!

There's atone in hervoice which thou fainwouldst

shun.

For it asks what the secret soul hath done !

Andthou—there'sadarkweightonthine—away!

—

Back to thy home, and pray !

Ring, joyous chords !—ring out again

!

A swifter still, and a wilder strain !

And bring fresh wreaths !—we will banish all

Save the free in heart from our festive hall.

On I through the maze of the fleet dance, on !—

•

But where are the young and the lovely gone ?

Where are the brows with the Red Rose crown'd,
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And the floating forms withthe bright zoneboundl

And the waving locks and the flying feet,

That still should be where the mirthful meet ?

—

They ai-e gone—they are fled—theyare parted all

:

Alas ! the forsaken hall 1

THE CONQUEROR'S SLEEP.

Sleep midst thy banners furl'd !

Yes 4 thou art there, upon thy buckler lying.

With the soft wind unfelt around thee sighing.

Thou cliief of hosts, whose trumpet shakes the

world !

Sleep, while the babe sleeps on its mother's breast.

Oh ! strong is night—for thou too art at rest

!

Stillness hath smooth'd thy brow.

And now might love keep timid vigils by thee.

Now mightthe foe with stealthy footdrawnigh thee.

Alike unconscious and defenceless thou !

Tread lightly, watchers ! Now the field is won.

Break not the rest of nature's weary son !

Perchance some lovely dream

Back from the stormy fight thy soul is bearing.

To the green places of thy boyish daring.

And all the windings of thy native stream.

Why, this were joy ! Upon the tented plain.

Dream on, thou Conqueror !—be a child again

!

But thou wilt wake at mom,
• With thy strong passions to the conflict leaping.

And thy dark troubled thoughts all earth o'er-

sweeping

;

So wilt thou rise, thou of woman bom !

And put thy terrors on, till none may dare

Look upon thee—the tired one, slumbering there

!

Why, so the peasant sleeps

Beneath his vine !—andman mustkneelbefore thee,
And for his birthright vainly still implore thee !

Shalt thou be stay'd because thy brother weeps ]

—

Wake ! and foi-get that midst a dreaming world,

Thou hast lain thus, with all thy banners furl'd

!

1 A beautiful spring in tiie woods near St Asapli, formerly

covered in witli a cliapel, now in ruins. It was dedicated to tlie

"S^irgin , and, according to Pennant, niucli tlie resort of pilgrims.

[Those who only know the neighlwurliood of St AKiph

from travelling along its higliways, can be little awiu% how

much delightful scenery is attainable within walks of two or

three mites* distance from Mrs llemans'a residence. The

placid beauty of the Clwyd, and the wilder graces of the

sister stream, tlie KIwy, particularly in the vicinity of " Our

Lady's Well," and the interesting rocks and caves at Cefn,

Forget that thou, even thou.

Hast feebly shiver'd when the wind pass'd o'er thee.

And sunk to rest upon the earth which bore thee,

And felt the night-dew chill thy fever'd brow !

Wake with the trumpet, with the spear press on !

—

Yet shall the dust take home its mortal son.

OUR LADrS WELL.'

Fount of the woods ! thou art hid no more

From heaven's clear eye, as in time of yore.

For the roof hath sunk from thy mossy walls.

And the sun's free glance on thy slumber falls

;

And the dim tree-shadows across thee pass.

As the boughs are sway'd o'er thy silvery glass ;

And the reddening leaves to thy breast are blown,

When the autumn wind hath a stormy tone

;

And thy bubbles rise to the flashing rain

—

Bright Fount ! thou art nature's own again !

Fount of the vale ! thou art sought no more

By the pilgrim's foot, as in time of yore.

When he came from afar, his beads to tell,

And to chant his hymn at Our Lady's Well.

There is heard no Are through thy bowers,

Thou art gleaming lone midst thy water-flowers !

But the herd may drink from thy gushing wave.

And there may the reaper his forehead lave.

And the woodman seeks thee not in vain

—

Bright Foimt ! thou art nature's own again I

Fount of the Virgin's ruin'd shrine !

A voice that speaks of the past is tbuie !

It mingles the tone of a thoughtful sigh

With the notes that ring through the laughing sky;

Midst the mirthful song of the summer bird.

And the sound of the breeze, it will yet be heard !

—

Why is it that thus wo may gaze on thee.

To the brilliant sunshine sparkling free

!

'Tis that all on earth is of Time's domain

—

He hath made thee nature's own again !

Fount of the chapel with ages gray !

Thou art springing freshly amidst decay

;

are little known to general tourists ; though, by the lover* of

her poetry, it will be remembered how sweetly she has

apostrophised the

" Fount of the chapel with ages gr»y ;

"

and how tenderly, amid far different scenes, her thoughts

reverted to the

" Cambrinn river with ilow mu*lc gliiltnff,

Dy pastorai hills, olu woodi, and ruin'd towers."

— ISonnet to the Itirer Clwyd.)

—Mmuir, p. sa-J.]
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So let it bo ! a light they shed

O'er each old fount and grove

;

A memory of the gentle dead,

A lingering spell of love.

Murmuring the names of mighty men,

They bid our streams roll on.

And link high thoughts to every glen

Where valiant deeds were done.

Teach them your children round the hearth,

When evening fires burn clear,

And in the fields of harvest mirth.

And on the hills of deer.

So shall each miibrgotteu word.

When far those loved ones roam.

Call back the hearts which once it stirr'd,

To childhood's holy home.

The green woods of their native land

Shall whisper in the strain.

The voices of their household band

Shall breathe their names again

;

The heathery heights in vision rise.

Where, like the stag, they roved.

Sing to your sons those melodies.

The songs your &thors loved I

THE WORLD IN THE OPEN AIR.

Come, while in freshness and dew it lies,

To the world that is under the free blue skies !

Leave ye man's home, and forget his care

—

There breathes no sigh on the dayspring's air.

Come to the woods, in whose mossy dells

A light, all made for the poet dwells

—

A light, colour'd softly by tender leaves.

Whence the primrose a mellower glow receives.

The stockKiove is there in the beechen tree.

And the lulling tone of the honey-bee

;

And the voice of cool waters midst feathery fern,

Shedding sweet sounds from some hidden urn.

There is life, there is youth, there is tameless

mirth, [birth

;

Where the streams, with the lilies they wear, have

There is peace where the alders arewhisperiug low:

Come from man's dwellings with all their woe !

Yes ! we wUl come—we will leave behind

The homes and the sorrows of human kind.

It is well to rove where the river leads

Its bright blue vein along simny meads :

It is well through the rich wild woods to go,

And to pierce the haimts of the fawn and doe

;

And to hear the gushing of gentle springs.

When the heart has been fretted byworldly stings;

And to watch the colours that flit and pass,

With insect-wings, through the wavy grass

;

And the silvery gleams o'er the ash-tree's bark,

Borne in with a breeze through the foliage dark.

Joyous and far shall our wanderings be,

As the flight of birds o'er the glittering sea

:

To the woods, to the dingles where violets blow.

We will bear no memory of earthly woo.

But if, by the forest-brook, we meet

A line like the pathway of former feet

;

If, midst the hills, in some lonely spot.

We reach the gray ruins of tower or cot ;

—

If the cell, where a hermit of old hath pray'd.

Lift up its cross through the solemn shade

;

Or if some nook, where the wild flowers wave.

Bear token sad of a mortal grave,

—

Doubt not but there will our steps be stay'd.

There our quick spirits awhile delay'd ;

There will thought fix our impatient eyes.

And win back our hearts to their sympathies.

For what though the mountains and skies be fair,

Steep'd in soft hues of the summer air ]

'Tis the soul of man, by its hopes and dreams.

That lights up all uatm-e with living gleams.

Wliere it hath sufiier'd and nobly striven.

Where it hath pour'd forth its vows to heaven

;

Where to repose it hath brightly pass'd,

O'er this green earth there is glory cast.

And by that soul, midst groves and rills.

And flocks that feed on a thousand hills.

Birds of the forest, and flowers of the sod.

We, only we, may be link'd to God I

KINDRED HEARTS.

Oh ! ask not, hope thou not too much
Of sympathy below !

Few are the hearts whence one some touch

Bids the sweet fountains flow

—

Few, and by still conflicting powers

Forbidden here to meet

:
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OUR DAILY PATHS.1

" Naught shall prevail against as, or disturb

Our cheerful feith that all which we behold

Is full of blessings." Wordsworth.

Theke's beauty aU around our paths, if but our

watchful eyes

Can trace it midst familiar things, and through

their lowly guise

;

We may find it where a hedgerow showere its

blossoms o'er our way,

Or a cottage window sparkles forth in the last red

light of day.

We may find it where a spring shines clear beneath

an aged tree,

With the foxglove o'er the water's glass, borne

downwards by the bee ;

Or where a swift and sunny gleam on the birchen

stems is thrown.

As a soft wind playing parts the leaves, in copses

green and lone.

We may find it in the winter boughs, as they cross

the cold blue sky,

WhUe soft on icy pool and stream their pencil'd

shadows lie,

When we look upon their tracery, by the fairy

frost-work bound,

Whence the flitting redbreast shakes a shower of

crystals to the ground.

Yes I beauty dwells in all oiir paths—but sorrow

too is there :

How oft some cloud within us dims the bright,

still summer air !

When we carry our sick hearts abroad amidst the

joyous things,

That through the leafy places glance on many-

colour'd wings,

1 This little poem derives an additional interest from being

affectingly associated with a name no less distinguished than

that of the late Mr Dugald Stewart. The admiration he al-

ways expressed for Mrs Ilemans's poetry, was mingled with

regret that she so generally made choice of melancholy sub-

jects; and on one occasion, he sent her, through a mutual

friend, a message suggestive of his wish that she would em-

ploy her fine talents in giving more consolatory views of the

ways of Providence, thus infusing comfort and cheer into

the bosoms of her readers, in a spirit of Christian philosophy,

which, he thought, would be more consonant with the pious

mind and loving heart displayed in every line she wrote, than

dwelling on what was painful and depressing, however beau-

tifully and touchingly such subjects might be treated of. This

message was faithfully transmitted, and almost by return of

post, Mrs Hemans (who was then residing in Wales) sent to

With shadows from the past we fill the happy

woodland shades,

And a mournful memory of the dead is with us

in the glades

;

And our dream-like fancies lend the wind an echo's

plaintive tone

Of voices, and of melodies, and of silvery laughter

gone.

But are we free to do even thus—to wander as

we will.

Bearing sad visions through the grove, and o'er

the breezy hill 1

No ! in our daily paths lie cares, that ofttimes bind

us fast.

While from their narrow round we see the golden

day fleet past.

They hold us from the woodlark's haunts, and

violet dingles, back,

And from all the lovely sounds and gleams in the

shining river's track

;

They bar us from our heritage ofspring-time, hope,

and mirth.

And weigh ourburden'd spirits downwith the cum-

bering dust of earth.

Yet should this bel Toomuch.too soon,despond-

ingly we yield !

A better lesson we are taught by the lilies of the

field!

A sweeter by the birds of heaven—which tell us,

in their flight,

Of One that through the desert air for ever guides

them right.

Shall not this knowledge calm our hearts, and bid

vain conflicts cease ?

Ay, when they commimo with themselves in holy

hours of peace

the kind friend to whom it Iiad been forwarded, the poem of

'* Our Daily Paths," requesting it might be given to Mr
Stewart, with an assurance of her gratitude for the interest

he took in her writings, and alleging as the reason of the

mournful strain which pervaded them, *' that a cloud hung

over her life which she could not always rise above."

The letter reached Mr Stewart just as he was stepping into

the carriage, to leave his country residence (Kinneil House,

the property of the Duke of Hamilton) for Edinburgh—the

last time, alas ! his presence was ever to gladden that happy

home, as his valuable life was closed very shortly aflenv-ards.

The poem was read to him by his daughter, on his way to

Edinburgh, and he expressed him-self in the highest degree

charmed and gratified with the result of his suggestions ; and

some of the lines which pleased him more particularly were

often repeated to him during the few remaining weeks of his life.
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And feci that by the lights aud clouds through

which our pathway lies,

By the beauty and the grief alike, we are training

for the skies t

THE CROSS IN THE WILDERNESS.

Silent and mournful sat an Indian chief.

In the red sunset, by a grassy tomb
;

His eyes, that might not weep, were dark with grief,

And his arms folded in majestic gloom

;

And his bow lay unstrung, beneath the mound
Which sanctified the gorgeous waste around.

For a pale cross above its greensward rose.

Telling the cedars and the pines that there

Man's heart and hope had struggled with his woes,

And lifted from the dust a voice of prayer.

NowaUwashush'd—and eve's last splendourshone

With a rich sadness on th' attesting stone.

There came a lonely traveller o'er the wild.

And he, too, paused in reverence by that grave.

Asking the tale of its memorial, pUed

Between the forest and the lake's bright wave

;

Till, as a wind might stir a wither'd oak.

On the deep dream of age Iiis accents broke.

And the gray chieftain, slowly rising, said

—

" I liaton'd for the words, wliich, years ago,

Pass'd o'er these waters. Though the voice is fled

Wliich made them as a singing fountain's flow,

Yet, when I sit in their long-faded track.

Sometimes the forest's murmur gives them back.

"Ask'st thou of him whose house is lone beneath?

I Was an eagle in my youthful pride.

When o'er the seas he came, with summer's breath.

To dwell amidst us, on the lake's green side.

Many the times of flowers have been since then

—

Many, but bringing naught like him again I

" Not with the huuter's bow and spear he came,

O'er the blue hills to chase the flying roe

;

Not the dark glory of the woods to tame,

Laying their cedars, like the cornstalks, low

;

But to spread tidings of all holy things.

Gladdening our souls, as with the morning's wings.

" Doth not yon cypress whisper how wo mot,

I and my brethren that from earth are gone.

Under its boughs to hear his voice, which yet

Seems through theirgloom to Bcndasilverj'tonol

He told of One the grave's dark bonds who broke.

And our hearts bum'd within us as he spoke.

" He told of far and sunny lands, which lie

Beyond the dust wherein our fathers dwell

:

Bright must they be ! for there are none that die,

Andnone thatweep, and none tbatsay 'Farewell!'

He came to guide us thither; but away

The Happy call'd him, aud he might not stay.

" We saw him slowly fade—athirst, perchance.

For the fresh waters of that lovely clime

;

Yet was there still a sunbeam in his glance.

And on his gleaming hair no touch of time

—

Therefore we hoped : but now the lake looks dim,

For the green summer comes—and finds not him!

" We gather'd round him in the dewy hour

Of one still mom, beneath his chosen tree

;

From his clear voice, at first, the words of power

Came low, like meanings of a distant sea

;

But swell'd and shook the wilderness ere long.

As if the spirit of the breeze grew strong.

"And then once more they trembled on his tongue.

And his white eyelids flutter'd, and his head

Fell back, and mist upon his forehead hung

Know'st thou not how we pass to join the deadi

It is enough I he sank upon my breast

—

Oiu' friend that loved us, ho was gone to rest

!

" We buried him where he Wiis wont to pray.

By the calm lake, e'en here, at eventide

;

We rear'd this cross in token where ho lay.

For on the cross, he said, his Lord had died !

Now hath he surely reach'd, o'er mount aud wave.

That flowery land whoso green turf hides no grave.

" But I am sad ! I mourn the clear light taken

Back from my people, o'er whoso place it shone.

The pathway to the better shore forsaken.

And the true words forgotten, save by one.

Who hears them faintly sounding from tho past,

Mingled with death-songs in each fitful blast."

Then spoke the wanderer forth with kindling eye

:

" Son of tho wilderness ! despair thou not,

Tliough the bright horn may seem to thee gone by,

And the cloud settled o'er thy nation's lot

!

Heaven darkly works—yet, where the seed hath

been,

There shall tho fruitage, glowing yet, bo seen.
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" Hope on, hope ever !—by the sudden springing

Of green leaves which the winter hid so long

;

And by the bursts of free, triumphant singing,

After cold silent months the woods among

;

And by the rending of the frozen chains.

Which bound the glorious rivers on their plains.

" Deem not the words of light that here were

spoken.

But as a lovely song, to leave no trace ;

Yet shall the gloom which wraps thy hills be

broken.

And the full dayspring rise upon thy race !

And fading mists the better path disclose.

And the wide desert blossom as the rose."

So by the cross they parted, in the wild,

Each fraught with musings for life's after day.

Memories to visit one, the forest's child.

By many a blue stream in its lonely way ;

And upon one, midst busy throngs to.press

Deep thoughts and sad, yet full of hoUness.

['* * The Cross in the Wilderness,' by Mrs Hemans, is in

every way wortliy of her delightful genius ; and nothing but

want of room prevents ua from quoting it entire. Mrs lie-

mans is, indeed, the star that shines most brightly in the

hemisphere ; and in every thing she writes, there is, along

with a fine spirit of poetry, a still finer spirit of moral and

religious truth. Of all the female poets of the day, Mrs

Hemans is, in the best sense of the word, the most truly

feminine—no false glitter about her—no ostentatious display

—no gaudy and jingling ornaments— but, as an English

matron ought to be, simple, sedate, cheerful, elegant, and

religious."

—

Professor Wilson in Blackwood't Magazine.

Dec. 1826.

LAST RITES.

Br the mighty minster's bell.

Tolling with a sudden swell

;

By the colours half-mast high.

O'er the sea hung mournfully

;

Know, a prince hath died !

By the drum's dull mxifBed sound,

By the arms that sweep the ground.

By the volleying muskets' tone,

Speak ye of a soldier gone

In his manhood's pride.

By the chanted psalm that fills

Reverently the ancient hills,^

1 A custom still retained at rural funerals in some parts of

England and Wales.

2 ** It is long since we have read any thing more beautiful

Learn, that from his harvests done.

Peasants bear a brother on

To his last repose.

By the pall of snowy white

Through the yew-trees gleaming bright ;

By the garland on the bier.

Weep I a maiden claims thy tear

—

Broken is the rose !

Which is the tenderest rite of all !

—

Buried virgin's coronal.

Requiem o'er the monarch's head,

Farewell gun for warrior dead,

Herdsman's funeral hymn ?

Tells not each of human woe t

Each of hope and strength brought low ?

Number each with holy things.

If one chastening thought it brings

Ere life's day grow dim !

THE HEBREW MOTHEB."

The rose was in rich bloom on Sharon's plain.

When a young mother, with her first-bom, thence

Went up to Zion ; for the boy was vow'd

Unto the Temple service. By the hand

She led him, and her silent soul, the while.

Oft as the dewy laughter of his eye

Met her sweet serious glance, rejoiced to think

That aught so pure, so beautiful was hers.

To bring before her God. So pass'd they on

O'er Judah's hills ; and wheresoe'er the leaves

Of the broad sycamore made sounds at noon.

Like lulling rain-drops, or the ohve boughs.

With their cool dimness, cross'd the sultry blue

Of Syria's heaven, she paused, that he might rest ;

Yet from her own meek eyelids chased the sleep

That weigh'd their dark fringe down, to sit and

watch

The crimson deepening o'er his cheek's repose,

As at a red flower's heart. And where a fount

Lay, like a twilight star, midst palmy shades.

Making its bank green gems along the wild.

There, too, she linger'd, from the diamond wave

Drawing bright water for his rosy lips,

And softly parting clusters of jet curls

To bathe his brow. At last the fane was reach'd,

than the following poem by Mrs Hemans."—BJochwod'j

Magazine. Jan. 1826.
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The earth's one sanctuary—and rapture hush'd

Her bosom, as before her, through the day,

It rose, a mountain of white marble, steep'd

In light like floating gold. But when that hour

Waned to the farewell moment, when the boy

Lifted, through rainbow-gleaming tears, his eye

Beseechingly to hers, and half in fear, [her arm

Tum'd from the white-robed priest, and roimd

Clung even as joy clings—the deep spring-tide

Of nature then swell'd high, and o'er her child

Bending, her soul broke forth in mingled sounds

Of weeping and sad song. " Alas !" she cried,

—

'• Alas I my boy, thy gentle grasp is on mo.

The bright tears quiver in thy pleading eyes

;

And now fond thoughts arise.

And silver cords again to earth have won mo.

And like a vino thou claspest my full heart—
How shall I hence depart ?

" How the lone paths retrace where thou wert

playing

So late, along the mountains, at my side

}

And I, in joyous pride.

By every place of flowers my course delaying.

Wove, e'en as pearls, the lilies round thy hail'.

Beholding thee so fair !

" And, oh I the home whence thy bright smile

hath parted.

Will it not seem as if the sunny day

Tum'd from its door away f [hearted,

Wliile through its chambers wandering, weary-

I languish for thy voice, which past me still

Went like a singing rUl 1

"Underthe palm-trees thounomore shalt meet me,

WTien from the fount at evening I return,

With the full water-urn

;

Nor will thy sleep's low dove-like breathings greet

As midst the silence of the stars I wake, [me.

And watch for thy dear sake.

"And thou, will slumber's dewy cloud fall round

thee.

Without thy mother's hand to smooth thy bed ?

WUt thou not vainly spread

Thine arms, when darkness as a veil hath wound

To fold my neck, and lift up, in thy fear, [thee,

A cry which none shall hear 1

"What havelsaid, mychild 1 Will^enothearthee,

Who the young ravens heareth from their nest ?

Shall Ho not guard thy rest,

And, in the hush of holy midnight near thee.

Breathe o'erthy soul, and fill its dreams withjoy 1

Thou shalt sleep soft, my boy.

" I give thee to thy God—-the God that gave theo,

A well-spring of deep gladness to my heart !

And, precious as thou art.

And piu-e as dew of Hermon, He shall have thee,

My own, my beautiful, my undefiled !

And thou shalt be His child.

" Therefore, farewell ! I go—my soid may fail me,

As the hart pantcth for the water brooks,

Yearning for thy sweet looks.

But thou, my first-bom, droop not, nor bewail me;

Thou in the Shadow of the Bock shalt dwell.

The Rock of Strength.—Farewell
!

"

[" It would be wearisomely superfluous to enumerate the

long series of I^Tica which she now poured forth with increas-

ing earnestness and rapidity, and without which none of the

lighter periodicals of the day made its appearance. One or

two, however, must be mentioned, as certain to survive so

long as the short poem shall be popular in England. * Tlie

Treasures of the Deep,' * The Hour of Death,' • Tlie Graves

of a Household/ ' The Cross in the Wilderness,' are all ad-

mirable. With these, too, may be mentioned those poems

in which a short descriptive recitative (to borrow a word from

the opera) introduces a lyrical burst of passion or regret, or

lamentation. This form of composition became so especially

popular in America, that hardly a poet has arisen , since the in-

fluence of Mrs llemans' genius made itself felt on the other side

of the Atlantic, who has not attempted something of a similar

subject and construction. ' The Hebrew Mother ' has been

followed by an infinite number of sketches from Scripture

:

this lyric, too, should be particularised as having made friends

for its authoress among those of the ancient faith in Eng-

land. Among the last strangers who visited her, eager to

thank her for the pleasure her writings had afforded them,

were a Jewish gentleman and lady, who entreated to be ad-

mitted by the author of the * Hebrew Mother.' "

—

Chorlkv's

Mcm&riaU ofMrs llcmant, p. 114-15.

" Her * Voice of Spring,' her ' Hour of Death,' her ' Trea-

sures of the Deep,' her ' Graves of a Household,' her ' Eng-

land's Dead,' her ' Trumpet,' her ' Hebrew Mother,' and a

host of similar pieces—these are the undying hiys, the lump*

of pure gold. We do not think thus with reference to Mrs

Hemans' lyrics only ; it strikes us Uiat nearly all our present

poets must depend for future fame on their shorter pieces."

—

Lilcrary Magnit, 1826.]

THE WRECK.

All night the booming minute-gun

Had peal'd along the deep,

And mournfully the rising sun

Look'd o'er the tide-worn steep.

A bark from India's coral strand.

Before the raging blast,
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Gaze on—'tis lovely ! Childhood's lip and cheek,

Mantling beneath its earnest brow of thought

!

Qazo—yet what scest tliou iu those fair, and meok,

AndfragUe things, asbut forsunshine wrought]

—

Thou seest what grief must nurture for the sky,

What death must fashion for eternity 1

joyous creatures ! that will sink to rest,

Lightly, when those pure orisons are done,

As birds with slumber's honey-dew opprest,

Midst the dim folded leaves, at set of sun

—

Lift up your hearts ! though yet no sorrow lies

Dark in the summer-heaven of those clear eyes.

Though fresh within your breasts th' untroubled

springs

Of hope make melody where'er ye tread.

And o'er your sleep bright shadows, from thewings

Of spirits visiting but youth, be spread

;

Yet in those flute-like voices, mingling low,

Is woman's tenderness—how soon her woe I

Her lot is on you—silent tears to weep, [hour.

And patient smiles to wear through suffering's

And sumless riches, from affection's deep.

To pour on broken reeds—a wasted shower I

And to make idols, and to find them clay,

And to bewail that worship. Therefore pray I

Her lot is on you—to be found untired,

Watching the stars out by the bed of pain.

With a pale cheek, and yet a brow inspired.

And a true heart of hope, though hope be vain

;

Meekly to bear with wrong, to cheer decay.

And, oh ! tolovethrough all things. Thereforepray

!

And take the thought of this calm vesper time.

With itslowmurmuringsounds and silvery light.

On through the dark days fading from their prime.

As a sweet dew to keep your souls from blight

!

Earth will forsake—Oh ! happy to have given

Th' unbroken heart's first fragrance imto heaven.

THE HOUR OF DEATH.

" II est dans Ui Nature d'aUner&selirrer a I'tdw mane qu'on

redoute."—CoKDiKe.

Leaves have their time to fall,

And flowers to wither at the north wind's breath,

And stars to set—but all,

Thou hast cUl seasons for thine own, Death !

Day is for mortal care.

Eve, for glad meetings round the joyous hearth.

Night, for the dreams of sleep, the voice of

prayer

—

But all for thee, thou mightiest of the earth.

The banquet hath its hour

—

Its feverish hour, of mirth, and song, and wine

;

There comesaday for grief's o'erwhelmingpower,

A time for softer tears—but all are thine.

Youth and the opening rose

May look like things too glorious for decay.

And smUe at thee—but thou art not of those

That wait the ripen'd bloom to seize their prey.

Leaves have their time to fall,

And flowers to wither at the north wind's breath.

And stars to set—but all.

Thou hast all seasons for thine own, Death !

We know when moons shall wane.

When summer birds from far shall cross the sea,

Whenautumn'shue shall tinge thegolden grain

—

But who shall teach us when to look for thee !

Is it when spring's first gale

Comes forth to whisper where the violets lie

!

Is it when roses in our paths grow pale ?

—

They have one season

—

all are ours to die 1

Thou art where billows foam,

Thou art where music melts upon the air

;

Thou art around us in our peaceful homo.

And the world calls us forth—and thou art there.

Thou art where friend meets friend.

Beneath the shadow of the elm to rest— .

Thou art where foe meets foe, and trumpets rend

The skies, and swords beat down the princelycrest

Leaves have their time to fall,

And flowers to wither at the north wind's breath.

And stars to set—but all

—

Thou hast all seasons for thine own, Death !

THE LOST PLELAD.

" Like the lost Pleiad seen no more below."—Bvkon.

And is there glory from the heavens departed 1

void unmark'd !—thy sisters of the sky

Still hold their place on high,
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Or that the streams, in whose glad voice

Our own familiar paths rejoice,

Might whisper through the starry sky,

To tell where those blest slumberers lie !

Would not our inmost hearts be still'd.

With knowledge of their presence fill'd.

And by its breathings taught to prize

The meekness of self-sacrifice 1

—But the old woods and sounding waves

Are silent of those hidden graves.

Yet what if no light footstep there

In pilgrim-love and awe repair,

So let it be ! Like him, whose clay

Deep buried by his Maker lay.

They sleep in secret,—but their sod.

Unknown to man, is mark'd of God

!

THE HOUR OF PRAYER.

" Pregar, prcgftr, prfgar,

Ch' altro ponno I mortal! al pianger nati ? " A

Canj), amidst the flowers at play.

While the red light fades away

;

Mother, with thine earnest eye

Ever following silently

;

Father, by the breeze of eve

Call'd thy harvest-work to leave

—

Pray : ere yet the dark hours be,

Lift the heart and bend the knee

!

Traveller, in the stranger's land.

Far from thine own household band

;

Mourner, haunted by the tone

Of a voice from this world gone

,

Captive, in whose narrow cell

Sunshine hath not leave to dwell

;

Sailor on the darkening sea

—

Lift the heart and bend the knee I

Warrior, that from battle won
Breathest now at set of sun

;

Woman, o'er the lowly slain

Weeping on his burial-plain;

Ye that triumph, ye that sigh,

Kindred by one holy tie,

Heaven's first star ahke ye see

—

Lift the heart and bend the knee I

THE VOICE OF HOME TO THE PRODIGAL.

" Von Baumen, aui Wellen, aui Mauem,
Wi« ruft e« dir ft-eundlich und Und ;

Waa haat du ni wandern, su trauem ?

Komm' ipkleo, du flreundl iphet Kind i

"

La M9ITB Fotj«n.

Oh ! when wilt thou return

To thy spirit's early loves ?

To the freshness of the mom,
To the stillness of the groves I

The summer birds are calling

Thy household porch around,

And the merry waters falling

With sweet laughter in their sound.

And a thousand bright-vein'd flowers,

From their banks of moss and fern,

Breathe of the sunny hours

—

But when wilt thou return 1

Oh ! thou hast wander'd long

From thy home without a guide

;

And thy native woodland song

In thine alter'd heart hath died.

Thou hast flung the wealth avray.

And the glory of thy spring

;

And to thee the leaves' hght play

Is a long-forgotten thing.

But when wilt thou return t—
Sweet dews may freshen soon

The flower, within whoso urn

Too fiercely gazed the noon.

O'er the image of the sky.

Which the lake's clear bosom wore.

Darkly may shadows he

—

But not for evermore.

Give back thy heart again

To the freedom of the woods,

To the birds' triumphant strain.

To the mountain soUtudes !

But when wilt thou return ?

Along thine own pure air

There are young sweet voices borne

—

Oh I shovdd not thine be there

)

Still at thy father's board

There is kept a place for thee;



378 MISCELLANEOUS POEMS.



MISCELLANEOUS POEMS. 879



380 MISCELLANEOUS POEMS.

With the words from lips long seal'd in death

—

For ever fled.

The sea-shell of its native deep

A moaning thrill retains

;

But earth and air no record keep

Of parted strains.

And all the memories, all the dreams,

They woke in floating by;

The tender thoughts, th' Elysian gleams

—

Could these too die 1

They died ! As on the water's breast

The ripple melts away,

When the breeze that stirr'd it sinks to rest

—

So perish'd they !

Mysterious in their sudden birth.

And mournful in their close,

Passing, and finding not on earth

Aim or repose.

Whence were they ?—like the breath of flowers

WTiy thus to come and go ?

A long, long journey must be ours

Ere this we know !

THE FORSAKEN HEARTH.

" Was mir fehlt ?—Mir fchlt ja aUe«,

Bin BO ganz verlaatea hier i

"

TVIU11.1IU Meudy.

The Hearth, the Hearth is desolate I the fire is

queneh'd and gone

That into happy children's eyes once brightly

laughing shone
;

The place where mirth and music met is hush'd

through day and night.

Oh ! for one kind, one sunny face, of all that there

made light

!

But scatter'd are those pleasant smiles afar by
mount and shore.

Like gleaming waters from one spring dispersed

to meet no more.

Those kindred eyes reflect not now each other's

joy or mirth.

Unbound is that sweet wreath of home—alas !

the lonely hearth

!

The voices that have mingled here now speak

another tongue.

Or breathe, perchance, to alien ears the songs their

mother sung.

Sad, strangely sad, in stranger lands, must sound

each household tone

:

The hearth, the hearth is desolate! the bright

fire queneh'd and gone

!

But are they speaking, singing yet, as in their

days of glee 1

Those voices, are they lovely still, still sweet on

earth or sea i.

Oh ! some are hush'd, and some are changed, and

never shall one strain

Blend their fraternal cadences triumphantly again.

And of the hearts that here were link'd by long-

remember'd years,

Alas ! the brother knows not now when faU the

sister's tears !

One haply revels at the feast, while one may droop

alone

:

For broken is the household chain, the bright fire

queneh'd and gone

!

Not so
—

'tis not a broken chain: thy memory
binds them still.

Thou holy hearth of other days I though silent

now and chill.

The smiles, the tears, the rites, beheld by thine

attesting stone.

Have yet a living power to mark thy children for

thine own.

The father's voice, the mother's prayer, though

eall'd from earth away.

With music rising from the dead, their spirits yet

shall sway

;

And by the past, and by the grave, the parted yet

are one.

Though the loved hearth be desolate, the bright

fire queneh'd and gone

!

THE DREAMER
" There is no such thing as forgetting, possible to the mind ; a thou-

sand accidents may, and will, interpose a Toil between our present con-

sciousness and the secret inscription on the mind ; but alike, whether

veiled or unveiled, the inscription remans for ever."

Enoi-ish Omuii-Eater.

"Thou hast been call'd, O sleep ! the (Wend of woe,

But 'tis the happy who have call'd thee so." Bouth«t.

Peace to thy dreams ! thou art slumbering now

—

The moonlight's calm is upon thy brow

;
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All the deep love that o'erflows thy breast

Lies midst the hush of thy heart at rest

—

Like the scent of a flower in its folded bell,

When eve through the woodlands hath sigh'd fare-

well

Peace ! The sad memories that through the day

With a weight on thy lonely bosom lay,

The sudden thoughts of the changed and dead,

That bow'd thee as winds bow the willow's head.

The yearnings for faces and voices gone

—

All are forgotten ! Sleep on, sleep on

!

Are they forgotten 1 It is not so

!

Slumber divides not the heart from its woe.

E'en now o'er thine aspect swift changes pass,

Like lights and shades over wavy grass

:

Tremblest thou. Dreamer 1 love and grief !

Ye have storms that shake e'en the closed-up

leaf!

On thy parted lips there's a quivering thrill.

As on a lyre ere its chords are still

;

On the long silk lashes that fringe thine eye.

There's a largo tear gathering heavily—

A rain from the clouds of thy spirit press'd

:

Sorrowful Dreamer 1 this is not rest

!

It is TBbught at work amidst buried hours

—

It is Love keeping vigil o'er perish'd flowers.

—Oh, we bear within us mysterious things !

Of Memory and Anguish, unfathom'd springs

;

And Passion—those gulfs of the heart to fill

With bitter waves, which it ne'er may stiU.

Well might we paiise ere we gave them sway.

Flinging the peace of our couch away

!

Well might we look on our souls in fear—
They find no fount of oblivion here

!

They forget not, the mantle of sleep beneath

—

How know we if under the wings of death 1

THE WINGS OF THE DOVE.

" Oh, that I had wing* hke a dore, for th«n would I fly away
and be at r«&t.*'

—

Psalm Ir.

Oh, for thy wings, thou dove !

Now sailing by with sunshine on thy breast

;

That, borne like thee above,

I too might flee away, and be at rest I

Where wilt thou fold those plumes,

Bird of the forest-shadows, holiest birdl

In what rich leafy glooms.

By the sweet voice of hidden waters stirr'd ?

Over what blessed home.

What roofwith dark, deep summer foliage crown'd,

fair as ocean's foam !

Shall thy bright bosom shed a gleam around 1

Or seek'st thou some old shrine

Of nymph or saint, no more by votary woo'd.

Though still, as if divine.

Breathing a spirit o'er the solitude ?

Yet wherefore ask thy way %

Blest, ever blest, whate'er its aim, thou art

!

Unto the greenwood spray,

Bearing no dark remembrance at thy heart

!

No echoes that vrill blend

A sadness with the whispers of the grove

;

No memory of a friend

Far off, or dead, or changed to thee, thou dove !

Oh ! to some cool recess

Take, take me with thee on the summer wind,

Leaving the weariness

And all the fever of this life behind

:

The aching and the void

Within the heart, whereunto none reply.

The yoimg bright hopes destroy'd

—

Bird ! bear me with thee through the sunny sky

!

Wild wish, and longing vain.

And brief upspringing to be glad and free !

Qo to thy woodland reign

:

My soul is bound and held—I may not flee.

For even by all the fears [imknown.

And thoughts that haunt my dreams— untold,

And burning woman's tears,

Pour'd from mine eyes in silence and alono

;

Had I thy wings, thou dove !

High midst the gorgeous isles of cloud to soar,

Soon the strong cords of love

Would draw me earthwards—homewards—yet

once more.
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The place they hold in bosoms all their own,

Soon with new shadows fill'd, new flowers o'er-

Is theirs no more." [grown,

Hast thou such power, Love 1 And Love replied

:

—" It is not mine ! Pour out thy soul's full tide

Of hope and trust,

Prayer, tear, devotedness, that boon to gain

—

'Tis but to write, with the heart's fiery rain.

Wild words on dust
!"

Song, is the gift with theet I ask a lay.

Soft, fervent, deep, that will not pass away

From the still breast

;

Fill'd with a tone—oh ! not for deathless fame.

But a sweet haunting murmur of my name,

Where it would rest.

And Song made answer—" It is not in me,

Though call'd immortal ; though my gifts may be

All but divine.

A place of lonely brightness I can give :

A changeless one, where thou with Love wouldst

This is not mine !"
[lii

Death, Death! wilt thou the restless wish fulfil)

And Death, the Strong One, spoke :
—" I can but

Each vain regret. [still

What if forgotten ?—All thy soul would crave.

Thou, too, within the mantle of the grave.

Wilt soon forget"

Then did my heart in lone faint sadness die.

As from all nature's voices one reply.

But one—was given.

" Earth has no heart, fond dreamer ! with a tone

To send thee back the spirit of thine own

—

Seek it in heaven."

DRAMATIC SCENE BETWEEN BRON-
WYLFA AND RHYLLON.

[In the epring of 1825, Mrs Hemans removed from Bron-

wylfa to Rliyllon, another house belonging to her brother,

not more than a quarter of a mile from the former place, and

in full view from its windows. The distance being so incon-

siderable, tliis could, in fact, scarcely be considered as a re-

move]. Tlio two liouses, each situated on an eminence on

opposite sides of the river Clwyd, confronted each other so

conveniently, that a tetegrapliic communication waa esta*

blished between tliem, (by raeann of a regular set of signals

and vocabulary, simitar to those made use of in the navy,)

and was carried on for a season with no little spii it, greatly

to the amusement of their respective inhabitants.

Kothing could be less romantic tlian the outward appear-

ance of Mrs Ilemans's new residence—a tall, staring brick

house, almost destitute of trees, and unadorned (far, indeed,

from being thus "adorned the most") by the covering

mantle of honeysuckle, jessamine, or any such charitable

diBpery.i Bronwylfa, on the contrary, was a perfect bower

of roses, and peeped out like a bird's nest from amidst the

foliage in which it was enitwsomed. The contrast between

the two dwellings was thus playfully descanted upon by Mrs

Hemans, in her contribution to a set of Jeux d^esprit called

the Bronwylfa Budget for 1825.—J/emoir, p. 87-88.]

Bronwylfa,' after standingfor tome time in silent

contemplation of Rhtllon, breaks out into the fol-

lowing tehement strain of Titvperation,

Too ugliest of fabrics ! you horrible eyesore

!

I wish you would vanish, or put on a visor

!

In the face of the sun, without covering or rag on,

You stand and outstare me, like any red dragon.

With your great green-eyed windows, in boldness

a host, [boast,)

(The only green things which, indeed, you can

With your forehead as high, an(} as bare as the pate

Which an eagle once took for a stone or a slate,'

You lift yourself up, o'er the country afar,

As who would say, " Look at me !—hero stands

great R !

"

I plant—I rear foresttrees—shrubsgreat and small.

To wrap myselfup iu— you peer through them all

!

With your lean scraggy neck o'er my poplars you

rise

;

[eyes.

You watch all my guests with your wide saucer

(In a paroxysm of rage.)

Youmonster ! I would I could wakensome morning,

And find you had taken French leave without

warning

;

You should never be sought like Aladdin's famed

palace.

You spoil my sweet temper—you make me bear

malice

:

For it is a hard fate, I will E.iy it and sing.

Which has fix'd me to gaze on so frightful a thing.

Rhyllon— {mth dignified equanimity)

Content thee, Bronwylfa, what means all this rage!

This sudden attack on my quiet old age ?

I am no parvenu : you and I, my good brother.

Have stood here this century facing each other;

And / can remember the days that are gone,

When your sides were no better array'd than my
own.

t Its conspicuousness has since been a good deal modified

by the lowering of one storey, and by the growth of the sur-

rounding plantations.

!* Bronwylfa is pronounced as written lironwt/lva ; and

perhaps the nearest English approach to the pronunciation

of Uhyllon, would t>e by supposing it to be spelt Rtithln, thfl

u sounded as in but.

s Bronwylfa is here supposed to allude to the pate of

.^schylus, upon which an eagle dropped a Uirtoise to crack

the shell.
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Nay, the truth shall be told— since you flout me,

restore

The tall scarlet woodbine you took from my door

!

Since my baldness is mocked, and I'm forced to

explain,

Pray give me my large laurustinus again.

(With a tone of prophetic solemnity.)

Bronwylfa ! Bronwylfa ! thus insolent grown,

Yourprideand yourpoplars alike must come down

!

I look through the future (and far I can see,

As St Asaph and Denbigh will answer for me,)

[In spite, however, of the unromantic exterior of her new

abode, the earlier part of Mrs Hemans's residence at RhyUon

may, perhaps, be considered as the happiest of Iier life ; as

far, at least, as the term happiness could ever be fitly applied

to any period of it later than childhood. The house, witti all

its ugliness, was large and convenient, tlie vieiy from its win-

dows beautiful and extensive, and its situation, on a fine

green slope, terminating in a pretty woodland dingle, pecu-

liarly healthy and cheerful. Never, perhaps, had she more

thorough enjoyment of her boys than in witnessing, and often

joining in, their sports in those pleasant breezy fields, where

the kit«s soared so triumphantly, and the hoops trundled so

merrily, and where the cowslips grew as cowslips had never

grown before. An atmosphere of home soon gathered round

the dwelling; roses were planted and honeysuckles trained,

and the rustling of the solitary poplar near her window was

taken to her heart like the voice of a friend. The dingle be-

came a favourite haunt, where she would pass many dream-

like hours of enjoyment with her books, and her own sweet

fancies, and her children playing around her. Every tree

and flower, and tuft of moss that sprang amidst its gi-een

recesses, was invested with some individual charm by that rich

imagination, so skilled in

" Clothing the pnlpable and the familiar

With golden exhalations of the dawn."

Here, on what the boys would call * mamma's sofa'—

a

little grassy mound under her favourite beech-tree—she first

read The Talisman, and has described the scene with a loving

minuteness in her Hour of Romance.—

" There were thick leaves above me and around.

And low sweet sighs, like those of childhood's sleep,

Amidst their dimness, and a fltf\il sound
As of soft showers on water. Park and deep

Lay the oak shadows o'er the turf—so still

Theyseem'd but pictured glooms ; a hidden rill

Made music—such as haunts us in a dream

—

Under the fern-tufts; and a tender gleam

And in spite of thy scorn, and of all thou hast done,

From my kind heart's brick bottom, I pity thee,

Bron!

The end of thy toiling and planting will be,

That thou wilt want sunshine, and ask it of me.

Thou wilt say, when thou wakest, looking out for

the light,

" I suppose it is morning, forRhyllon looks bright
;"

While I—my green eyes with their tears overflow.

(Tenderly.)

Come!— let us be friends, as we were long ago."

of toft green light, as by the glow-worm shed.

Came pouring through the woven beech-boughs down,"

Many years after, in tlie sonnet *' To a Distant Scene,"

she addresses, with a fond yearning, tliis well-remembered

haunt :

—

" still are the cowslips from thy bosom springing,

fer-off grassy dell !

"

IIow many precious memories lias she hung round the

thought of the cowslip—that flower, with its '• gold coat " and
'* fairy favours," which is, of all others, so associated with the

" voice of happy childhood," and was to her ever redolent of

the hours when her

" neart bo leapt to that iweet laughter's tone !

*'

Another favourite resort was the picturesque old bridge

over the Clwyd, and when her health (which was subject to

continual variation, but was at this time more robust tlian

usual) admitted of more aspiring achievements, she delighted

in roaming to the hills ; and tlie announcement of a walk to

Cwra,i a remote little hamlet, nestled in a mountain hollow,

amidst very lovely sylvan scenery, about two miles from

Rhyllon, would be joyously echoed by her elated companions,

to whom the recollection of these happy rambles must always

be unspeakably dear. Very often, at the outset of these

expeditions, the party would be reinforced by the addition of

a certain little Kitty Jones, a child from a neighbouring cot-

tage, who had taken an especial fancy to Mrs Hemans, and

was continually watching her movements. This little creature

never saw her without at once attaching herself to her side,

and confidingly placing its tiny hand in hers. So great was

her love for children, and her repugnance to hurt the feelings

of any living creature, that she never would shake off this

singular appendage, but let little Kitty rejoice in her *' pride

of place," till the walk became too long for her capacity, and

she would quietly fall behind of her own accord.

—

Memoir
^

p. 87-93.]

1 Pronounced " Coom."
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RECORDS OF WOMAN.

MRS JOANNA BAILLIE,

THIS VOLrME, AS A SLIGHT TOKEN OF GRATEFUL RESPECT AND ADMIKATIOM,

IS AFFECTIONATELY INSCRIBED BY THE AUTHOR.^

*' Mightier far

Than strength of nerve and sinew, or the sway

Of magic, potent over sun and star.

Is love, though oft to agony distrest.

And tliougli his favourite seat be feeble woman's breast."

* Das iflt sas Loos des Schonen auf dcr erde."

Wordsworth.

Schiller,

ARABELLA STUART.

["The Lady Arabklla," as she has been frequently

entitled, was descended from Margaret, eldest daughter of

Henry VII., and consequently allied by birth to Elizabeth as

well as James I. This affinity to the thione proved the mis-

fortune of her life, as the jealousies which it constantly ex-

cited in her royal relatives, who were anxious to prevent her

marrying, shut her out from the enjoyment of tliat domestic

happiness which her heart appears to have so fervently

desired. Uy a secret but early discovered union with William

Seymour, son of Lord Beauchamp, she alarmed the cabinet

of James, and the wedded lovers were immediately placed in

separate continement. From this they found means to con-

cert a romantic pLin of escape ; and having won over a female

attendant, by whose assistance she was disguised in male

attire, Arabella, though faint from recent sickness and suffer-

ing, stole out in the night, and at last reached an appointed

spot, where a boat and servants were in waiting. She em-
barked ; and at break of day a French vessel engaged to

receive her was discovered and gained. As Seymour, how-

ever, had not yet arrived, she was desirous that the vessel

should lie at anchor for liim ; but this wish was overruled by

her companions, who, contrary to her entreaties, hoisted sail,

" which," says D'Israeli, " occasioned so fatal a termination

to this romantic adventure. Seymour, indeed, had escaped

from the Tower ; he reached the wharf, and found his con-

fidential man waiting with a boat, and arrived at Lee. The
time passed ; the waves were rising ; Arabella was not there

;

but in the distance he descried a vessel. Hiring a fisherman

to take him on board, he discovered, to his grief, on hailing it,

that it was not the French ship charged with his Arabella ; in

despair and confusion he found another ship from Newcastle,

which for a large sum altered its course, and landed him in

Flanders." Arabella, meantime, whilst imploring her atten-

dants to linger, and earnestly looking out for the expected

boat of her husband, was overtaken In Calais Roads by a

vessel in the king's service^ and brought bock to a captivity,

[}
" Tlte little volume, * Records of Woman,' which you

kindly gave me permission to Inscribe to you," wrote Mrs H. to

Mrs Joanna Oaillie, ** is now in the press, and I hope I shall

soon be able to send you a copy ; and that the dedication,

which is in the simplest form, will be honoured by your

approval. Mr Blackwood is its publislier."

Mrs Ileinans always spoke with pleasure of her literary in-

tercourse with Mr Blackwood, in whose dealings she recog-

under the sufTering of which her mind and constitution gra-

dually sank. " What passed in that dreadful imprisonment

cannot perhaps be recovered for authentic history, but enough

is known—that her mind grew impaired, that she finally lost

her reason, and, if the duration of her imprisonment was

short, that it was only terminated by her death. Some effu-

sions, often begun and never ended, written and erased, in-

coherent and rational, yet remain among her papers."

—

D'lsRABLi's Curiosities o/ Literature.

The following poem, meant as some record of her fate, and

tlie imagined fluctuations of her thoughts and feelings, is

supposed to commence during the time of her first imprison-

ment, whilst her mind was yet buoyed up by the conscious'

ness of Seymour's affection, and the cherished hope of even-

tual deliverance.]

"And is not lore in r&ln

Torture enough without a living tomb ? " BrKoii.

* Fennosii al flo U cor obe balzo tanto." FtKDSMOMTB.

TwAS but a droam ! I saw the stag leap free,

Undertheboughs where earlybirdswere singing;

I stood o'ershadow'd by the greenwood tree.

And heard, it seem'd, a sudden bugle ringing

Far through a royal forest. Then the fawn

Shot, like a gleam of light, from grassy lawn

To secret covert ; and the smooth turf shook.

And lihes quiver'd by the glade's lone brook,

And young leaves trembled, as, in fleet career,

A princely band, with horn, and hound, and spear,

Like a rich masque swept forth. I saw the dance

Of their white plumes, that bore a silvery glance

Into the deep wood's heart ; and all pass'd by

Save one—I met the smile of one clear eye,

nised all that uprightness and liberality which belonged to the

8t«rhng worth of his character. The " Records of Woman,"
the first of her works published by him, was brought out in

May 1828. This volume was, to use the words of its author,

the one in which *' she had put her heart and individual feel-

ings more than in any thing else she had written ;
" and it is

also, and perliaps consequently, the one which has held its

ground the most steadily in public favour.

—

Memoir^ p< 136.J
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Flashing out joy to mine. Yes, thou wert there,

Seymour ! A soft wind blew the clustering hair

Back from thy gallant brow, as thou didst rein

Thy courser, turning from that gorgeous train,

And fling, methought, thy hunting spear away.

And, lightly graceful in thy green array,

Boimd to my side. And we, that met and parted

Ever in dread of some dark watchful power.

Won back to childhood's trust, and fearless-

hearted.

Blent the glad fulness of our thoughts that hour

Even like the mingling of sweet streams, beneath

Dim woven leaves, and midst the floating breath

Of hidden forest-flowers.

'Tis past I I wake,

A captive, and alone, and far from thee.

My love and friend ! Yet fostering, for thy sake,

A quenchless hope of happiness to be

;

And feeling still my woman-spirit strong.

In the deep faith which lifts from earthly wrong

A heavenward glance. I know, I know our love

Shall yet call gentle angels from above,

By its undying fervoiu', and prevail—
Sendinga breath, as of the spring's first gale, [face,

Through hearts now cold; and, raising its bright

With a free gush of sunny teare, erase

The characters of anguish. In this trust,

I bear, I strive, I bow not to the dust.

That I may bring thee back no faded form.

No bosom ehill'd and bhghted by the storm,

But all my youth's first treasures, when we meet.

Making past soitow, by communion, sweet.

And thou too art in bonds ! Yet droop thou not,

my beloved I there is one hopeless lot.

But one, and that not ours. Beside the dead

There sits the grief that mantles up its head.

Loathing the laughter and proud pomp of light.

When darkness, from the vainly doting sight

Covers its beautiful !' If thou wert gone

To the grave's bosom, with thy radiant brow

—

If thy deep-thrilling voice, with that low tone

Of earnest tenderness, which now, even now
Seems floating through my soul, were music taken

For ever from tliis world—oh ! thus forsaken

Could I bear on ] Thcfti livest, thou livest, thou'rt

mine!

With this glad thought I make my heart a shrine,

1 " Wlieresoever you are, or in what state soever you be,

it sufficetli me you are mine. Rachel uxpt and would not be

comforted, because her children uxre no more. And that

And by thelamp which quenchless there shallburD,

Sit a lone watcher for the day's return.

And lo ! the joy that cometh with the morning,

Brightly victorious o'er the hours of care

!

I have not watch'd in vain, serenely scorning

The wild and busy whispers of despair

!

Thou hast sent tidings, as of heaven—I wait

The hour, the sign, for blessed flight to thee.

Oh ! for the skylark's wing that seeks its mate

As a star shoots I—but on the breezy sea

We shall meet soon. To think of such an hour

!

Will not my heart, o'erburden'd by its bliss,

Faint and give way within me, as a flower

Borne down and perishing by noontide's kiss ?

Yet shall I fear that lot—the perfect rest.

The full deep joy of dying on thy breast.

After long suffering won ] So rich a close

Too seldom crowns with peace affection's woes.

Sunset ! I teU each moment. From the skies

The last red splendour floats along my wall.

Like a king's banner ! Now it melts, it dies

!

I see one star—I hear
—

'twas not the call,

Th' expected voice ; my quick heart throbb'd too

soon.

I must keep vigil till yon rising moon

.

Shower down less golden light. Beneath herbeam

Through my lone lattice pour'd, I sit and dream

Of summer lands afar, where holy love.

Under the vine or in the citron grove,

May breathe from teiTor.

Now the night grows deep,

And silent as its clouds, and fiill of sleep.

I hear my veins beat. Hark ! a bell's slow chime

!

My heart strikes with it. Yet again
—

'tis time

!

A step !—a voice !—or but a rising breeze 1

Hark !—haste !—I come to meet thee on the seas!

Now never more, oh ! never, in the worth

Of its pure cause, let sorrowing love on earth

Trust fondly—never more ! The hope is crush'd

That lit my life, the voice within me hush'd

That spoke sweet oracles ; and I return

To lay my youth, as in a burial urn,

Where sunshine may not find it. All is lost I

No tempest met our barks—no billow toss'd;

indeed, is the remediless sorrow, and none else ! "—From a

letter of Arabella Stuart's lo her husband.—See CuriotUia

qf Literature,
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Yet were they sever'd, even as we must be,

That 60 have loved, so striven our hearts to free

From their close-coiling fate ! In vain—in vain !

The daik links meet, and clasp themselves again.

And press out life. Upon the deck I stood.

And a white sail came gliding o'er the flood,

Like some proud bird of ocean ; then mine ej'o

Strain'd out, one moment earlier to descry

The form it ached for, and the bark's career

Seem'd slow to that fond yearning : it drew near,

Fraught with our foes ! What boots it to recall

The strife, the tears 1 Once more a prison wall

Shuts the green hills and woodlands from my sight,

And joyous glance of waters to the light,

And thee, my Seymour !—thee

!

I will not sink ! [thee I

Thou, thou hast rent the heavy chain that bound

And this shall be my strength—the joy to think

That thou may'st wander with heaven's breath

around thee.

And all the laughing sky ! Tliis thought shall yet

Shine o'er my heart a radiant amulet,

Guarding it from despair. Thy bonds are broken

;

And unto me, I know, thy true love's token

Shall one day be deliverance, though the years

Lie dim between, o'erhung with mists of teaiB.

My friend! my friend! where art thou 1 Dayby day.

Gliding like some dark mournful stream away,

My silent youth flows from me. Spring, the while.

Comes and rains beauty on the kindling boughs

Round hall and hamlet ; summer with her smile

Fills thegreen forest
;
young hearts breathe their

vows;

Brothers long parted meet ; fair children rise

Round theglad board; hopelaughsfromlovingcyes:

All this is in the world !—these joys lie sown.

The dew of every path ! On one alone

Their freshness may not fall—the stricken deer

Dying of thirst with all the waters near.

Ye are from dingle and fresh glade, ye flowers

!

By some kind hand to cheer my dungeon sent;

O'er you the oak shed down the summer showers.

And the lark's nest was where your bright cups

bent.

Quivering to breeze and raindrop, like the sheen

Of twilight stars. On you heaven's eye hath been,

Through the leaves pouring its dark sultry blue

Into your glowing hearts ; the bee to you

Hath murmur'd, and the rill. My soul grows faint

With passionate yearning, as its quick dreams paint

Yourhauntsby dell andstream—thegreen, the free,

Tlie full of all sweet sound—the shut from me !

There went a swift bu-d singing past my cell

Love and Freedom ! ye are lovely things I

With you the peasant on the hills may dwell.

And by the streams. But I—the blood of kings,

A proud unmingling river, through my veins

Flows in lone brightness, and its gifts are chains

!

Kings !—I had silent visions of deep bliss.

Leaving their thrones far distant ; and for this

I am cast under their triumphal car.

An insect to be crush'd I Oh ! heaven is far

—

Earth pitiless 1

Dost thou forget me, Seymour? I am proved

So long, so sternly I Seymour, my beloved

!

There are such tales of holy marvels done

By strong affection, of deliverance won
Through itsprevailingpower I Are these thingstold

Till the young weep with rapture, and the old

Wonder, yet dare not doubt ; and thou ! oh, thou I

Dost thou forget me in my hope's decay ?

—

Thou canst not ! Through the silent night, even

now,

I, that need prayer so much, awake and pray

Still first for thee. gentle, gentle friend

!

How shall I bear this angvdsh to the end 1

Aid !—comes there yet no aid 1 The voice of blood

Passes heaven's gate, even ere the crimson flood

Sinks through the greensward ! Is there not a cry

From the wrung heart, of power, through agony.

To pierce the clouds ? Hear, Mercy I—hear me

!

None

That bleed and weep beneath the smiling sun

Have heavier cause ! Yet hear !—my soul grows

dark !

Wio hears the last shriek from the sinking bark

On the mid seas, and with the storm alone.

And bearing to the abyss, unseen, unknown.

Its freight of human hearts 1 Th' o'ermastering

wave!

Who shall tell how it rush'd—and none to save

!

Thou hast forsaken me ! I feel, I know.

There would be rescue if this were not so.

Thou'rt at the chase, thou'rt at the festive board,

Thou'rt where the red wine free and high is pour'd,

Thou'rt where the dancers meet ! A magic glass

Is set within my sold, and proud shapes pa.ss.

Flushing it o'er with pomp from bower and hall

:

I see one shadow, stateliest there of all

—
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Thine I What dost Ihou, amidst the bright and fair,

Whispering light words, and mocking my despair?

It is not well of thee ! My love was more

Than fierysong may breathe, deep thoughtexplore

;

And there thou smilest, while my heart is dying,

With all its blighted hopes around it lying

:

Even thou, on whom they hung their last green

leaf

Yet smUe, smile on ! too bright art thou for grief

!

Death ! What ! is death a lock'd and treasured

thing.

Guarded by swords of fire?' a hidden spring,

A fabled fruit, that I should thus endure.

As if the world within me held no cure 1

Wherefore not spread free wings

—

— Heaven,

heaven ! control

These thoughts !—they rush—I look into my soul

As down a gulf, and tremble at the array

Of fierce forms crowding it ! Give strength to pray

!

So shall their dark host pass.

The storm is still'd.

Father in Heaven ! thou, only thou, canst sound

The heart's great deep, ivith floods ofanguish fiU'd,

For human line too fearfully profound.

Therefore, forgive, my Father ! if thy child,

Eock'd on its heaving darkness, hath grown wild.

And sinn'd in her despair ! It well may be

That thou wouldst lead my spirit back to thee,

By the crush'd hope too long on this world pour'd

—

The stricken love which hath perchance adored

A mortal in thy place ! Now let me strive

With thy strong arm no more ! Forgive, forgive

!

Take me to peace !

And peace at last is nigh.

A sign is on my brow, a token sent

Th' o'erwearied dust from home : no breeze flits by.

But calls me with a strange sweet whisper, blent

Of many mysteries.

Hark ! the warning tone

Deepens—^its word is Death I Alone, alone.

And sad in youth, but chasten'd, I depart.

Bowing to heaven. Yet, yet my woman's heart

Shall wake a spirit and a power to bless.

Even in this hour's o'ershadowing fearfulness.

Thee, its first love ! tender still, and true

!

Be it forgotten if mine anguish threw

Drops from its bitter fountain on thy name.

Though but a moment

!

1 ** And if you remember of old, / dare die. Consider

wiiat tlie world would conceive if I should be violently en-

forced to do it.**

—

Fragments qfher letters.

Now, with fainting frame.

With soul just lingering on the flight begun.

To bind for thee its last dim thoughts in one,

I bless thee ! Peace be on thy noble head.

Years of bright fame, when I am with the dead !

I bid this prayer survive me, and retain

Its might, again to bless thee, and again !

Thou hast been gather'd into my dark fate

Too much ; too long, for my sake, desolate

Hath been thine exUed youth : but now take back,

From dying hands, thy freedom, and retrack

(After a few kind tears for her whose days

Went out in dreams of thee) the sunny ways

Of hope, and find thou happiness ! Yet send

Even then, in silent hours, a thought, dear friend

!

Down to my voiceless chamber ; for thy love

Hath been to me all gifts of earth above.

Though bought with burning tears ! It is the sting

Of death to leave that vainly-precious thing

In this cold world ! ^\^hat were it, then, if thou.

With thy fond eyes, wert gazing on me now ?

Too keen a pang ! Farewell ! and yet once more.

Farewell ! The passion of long years I pour

Into that word ! Thou hear'st not—but the woe

And fervour of its tones ma}' one day flow

To thy heart's holy place : there let them dwell.

We shall o'ersweep the grave to meet. Farewell

!

THE BRIDE OF THE GREEK ISLE.»

"Fear ! I "m a Greek, and how should 1 fear death ?

A slave, and wherefore should 1 dread my freedom ?

I will not live degraded." Sakdakapalus.

Come from the woods with the citron-flowers,

Come with your lyres for the festal hours.

Maids of bright Scio ! They came, and the breeze

Bore their sweet songs o'er the Grecian seas

;

They came, and Eudora stood robed and crown'd.

The bride of the mom, with her train around.

Jewels flash'd out from her braided hair,

Like starry dews midst the roses there

;

Pearls on her bosom quivering shone.

Heaved by her heart through its golden zone.

But a brow, as those gems of the ocean pale,

Gleam'd from beneath her transparent veil

;

Changeful and faint was her fair cheek's hue.

Though clear as a flower which the light looks

through

;

a Founded on a circumstance rel.lted in the Second Series

of the Curiosities of Literature, and forming part of a picture

in the " Painted Biograpliy ** there described.
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And the glance of her dork resplendent eye,

For the aspect of woman at times too high.

Lay floating in mists, which the troubled stream

Of the soul sent up o'er its fervid beam.

She look'd on the vine at her father's door,

Like one that is leaving his native shore
;

She hung o'er the myrtle once call'd her own.

As it greenly waved by the threshold stone
;

She tum'd—and her mother's gaze brought back

Each hue of her childhood's faded track.

Oh ! hush tlio song, and lot her tears

Flow to the dream of her early years !

Holy and pure are the drops that fall

AVhen the young bride goes from her father's hall

;

She goes imto love yet untried and new,

She parts from love which hath still been true :

Mute be the song and the choral strain.

Till her heart's deep well-spring is clear again !

She wept on her mother's faithful breast,

Like a babe that sobs itself to rest

;

She wept—yet laid her hand awhile

In his that waited her daij'uing smile

—

Her soul's affianced, nor cherish'd less

For the gush of nature's tenderness !

She lifted her graceful head at last

—

The choking swell of her heart was past

;

And her lovely thoughts from their cells foundway

In the sudden flow of a plaintive lay.'

THE BRIDE'S FAREWELL.

Why do I weep ? To leave the vine

AVTiose clusters o'er me bend

;

The myrtle—yet, oh call it mine !

—

The flowers I loved to tend.

A thousand thoughts of all things dear

Like shadows o'er me sweep
;

I leave my sunny childhood here,

Oh ! therefore let me weep !

I leave thee, sister ! We have play'd

Through many a joyous hour,

Where the silvei'y green of the olive shade

Hung dim o'er foimt and bower.

Yes ! thou and I, by stream, by shore,

In song, in prayer, in sleep.

Have been as we may be no more

—

Kind sister, let me weep !

I leave thee, fiither ! Eve's bright moon

Must now light other feet,

* A Greek bride, on leaving Iier fatlier's house, takes leave of

her friends and relatives frequently in oxtemporaneoua verses.

—See l-'AURiKL'a ChanU Poptilaires de la Qrece Moderne.

With the gather'd grapes, and the lyre in tune,

Thy homeward step to gi-eet.

Thou in whose voice, to bless thy child,

Lay tones of love so deep,

Whose eye o'er all my youth hath smiled

—

I leave thee ! let me weep !

Mother ! I leave thee ! On thy breast

Pouring out joy and woe,

I have found that holy place of rest

Still changeless—yet I go !

Lips, that have lull'd me with your strain !

Eyes, that have watch'd my sleep !

Will earth give love like yours again 1

—

Sweet mother ! let me weep !

And like a slight young tree, that throws

The weight of rain from its drooping boughs,

Once more she wept. But a changeful thing

Is the human heart—as a mountaia spring

That works its way, through the torrent's foam.

To the bright pool near it, the lily's home I

It is well !—The cloud on her soul that lay,

Hath melted in glittering drops away.

Wake again, mingle, sweet flute and lyre !

She turns to her lover, she leaves her sire.

Mother ! on eailh it must still bo so :

Thou rearest the lovely to see them go !

They are moving onward, the bridal throng.

Ye may track their way by the swells of song ;

Ye may catch through the foliage their white robes'

gleam.

Like a swan midst the reeds of a shadowy stream;

Their anna bear up garlands, their gliding tread

Is over the deep-vein'd violet's bed

;

[above.

They have light leaves around them, blue skies

An ai'ch for the triumph of youth and love !

Still and sweet was the home that stood

In the flowering depths of a Grecian wood,

With the soft green light o'er its low roof spread,

As if from the glow of an emerald shed,

Pouring through lime-leaves that mingled on high,

Asleep in the silence of noon's clear sky.

Citrous amidst their dark foliage glow'd.

Making a gleam round the lone abode

:

Laurels o'crhung it, whose faintest shiver

Scatter'd out rays like a glancing river

;

Stars of the jasmine its pilliu^ crown'd.

Vine-stalks its lattice and walls had bound

;

And brightly before it a foimtain's play

Flung showers through a thicket of glossy bay.
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To a cypress which rose in that flashing rain,

Like one tall shaft of some fallen fane.

And thither lanthis had brought his bride,

And the guests were met by that fountain side.

They lifted the veil from Eudora's face

—

It smiled out softly in pensive grace.

With lips of love, and a brow serene,

Meet for the soul of the deep wood-scene.

Bring wine, bring odours 1—the board is spread

;

Bring roses ! a chaplet for every head ! .

The wine-cups foam'd, and the rose was shower'd

On the young and fair from the world embower'd

;

The Kiin look'd not on them in that sweet shade,

The winds amid scented boughs were laid

;

And there came by fits, through some wavy tree,

A sound and a gleam of the moaning sea.

Hush ! be stiU ! Was that no more

Than the murmur from the shore t

Silence !—did thick rain-drops beat

On the grass like trampling feet 1

Fling down the goblet, and draw the sword !

The groves are fiU'd with a pirate horde !

Through the dim olives their sabres shine !

—

Now must the red blood stream for wine !

The youths from the banquet to battle sprang.

The woods with the shriek of the maidens rang

;

Under the golden-fruited boughs

There were flashing poniards and darkening

brows

—

Footsteps, o'er garland and lyre that fled.

And the dying soon on a greensward bed.

Eudora, Eudora ! thou dost not fly !—

•

She saw but lanthis before her lie.

With the blood from his breast in a gushing flow.

Like a child's large tears in its hour of woe,

And a gathering film in his lifted eye.

That sought his young bride out mournfully.

She knelt down beside him—her arms she wound

Like tendrils, his drooping neck around.

As if the passion of that fond grasp

Might chain in life with its ivy-clasp.

But they tore her thence in her wild despair.

The sea's fierce rovers—they left him there :

They left to the fountain a dark-red vein.

And on the wet violets a pile of slain,

And a hush of fear through the summer grove.

—

So closed the triumph of youth and love I

Gloomy lay the shore that night,

When the moon, with sleeping light,

Bathed each purple Sciote hill

—

Gloomy lay the shore, and still.

O'er the wave no gay guitar

Sent its floating music far

;

No glad sound of dancing feet

Woke the starry hours to greet.

But a voice of mortal woe.

In its changes wUd or low.

Through the midnight's blue repose.

From the sea-beat rocks arose.

As Eudora's mother stood

Gazing o'er th' jEgean flood.

With a fix'd and straining eye

—

Oh ! was the spoilers' vessel nigh 1

Yes ! there, becalm'd in silent sleep.

Dark and alone on a breathless deep.

On a sea of molten silver, dark

Brooding it frown'd, that evil bark !

There its broad pennon a shadow cast,

Moveless and black from the tall still mast

;

And the heavy sound of its flapping saU

Idly and vainly woo'd the gale.

Hush'd was all else—had ocean's breast

Rook'd e'en Eudora that hour to rest?

To rest ! The waves tremble !—what piercing cry

Bursts from the heart of the ship on high 1

AVhat hght through the heavens, in a sudden spire,

Shoots from the deck up 1 Fire ! 'tis fire !

There are wild forms hurrying to and fro.

Seen darkly clear on that lurid glow ;

There are shout, and signal-gun, and call.

And the dashing of water—but fruitless all

!

Man may not fetter, nor ocean tame

The might and wrath of the rushing flame !

It hath twined the mast Uke a glittering snake,

That coUs up a tree from a dusky brake

;

It hath touch'd the sails, and their canvass rolls

Away from its breath into shrivell'd scrolls

;

It hath taken the flag's high place in the air.

And redden'd the stars with its wavy glare ;

And sent out bright arrows, and soar'd in glee,

To a burning mount midst the moonlight sea.

The swimmers are plunging from stem and

prow—

•

Eudora ! Eudora ! where, where art thou?

The slave and his master alike are gone.

—

Mother ! who stands on the deck alone i

The child of thy bosom !—and lo ! a brand

Blazing up high in her lifted hand !

And her veil flung back, and her fi-ee dark hair

Sway'd by the flames as they rock and flare

;

And her fragile form to its loftiest height

Dilated, as if by the spirit's might

;
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The ivied altar ! That swoet murmur tells

The rich wild-flowers no tale of woo or death

;

Yet once the wave was darken'd, and a stain

Lay deep, and heavy drops—but not of rain

—

On the dim violets by its marble bed,

And the pale-shiuing water-Uly's head.

Sad is that legend's truth.—A fair girl met

Onewhom she loved, by tliis lone temple's spring.

Just as the sun behind the pine-grove set,

And eve's low voice in whispers woke, to bring

All wanderers home. They stood, that gentle pair,

With the blue heaven of Italy above,

And citron-odoui-3 dying on the air,

And light leaves trembling round, and early love

Deep in each breast. What reck'd their souls of

strife

Between their fathers ? Unto them young life

Spread out the treasures of its venial years

;

And if they wept, they wept far other tears

Than the cold world brings forth. They stood,

that hour.

Speaking of hope ; whUe tree, and fount,and flower,

Andstar,justgleaming through the cypressboughs,

Sccm'd holy things, as records of their vows.

But change came o'er the scene. A hurrying tread

Broke on the whispery shades. Imelda knew

The footstep of her brother's wrath, and fled

Up where the cedars make yon avenue

Dim with green twilight : pausing there, she

caught—
Was it the clash of swords? A swift dark thought

Struck down her lip's rich crimson as it pass'd.

And from her eye the sunny sparkle took

One moment with its fearfulness, and shook

Her sUght frame fiercely, as a stormy blast

Might rock the rose. Once more, and yet once more.

She etill'd her heart to listen—all was o'er

;

Sweet summer winds alone were lieard to sigh,

Bearing the nightingale's deep spirit by.

That night Imelda's voice was in the song

—

Lovely it floated through the festive throng

Peopling her father's halls. That fatal night

Her Sye look'd starry in its dazzling light.

And her cheek glow'd with beauty's flushing dyes.

Like a rich cloud of eve in southern skies—

A burning, ruby cloud. There were, whose gaze

FoUow'd her form beneath the clear lamp's blaze.

And man'ell'd at its i-adiance. But a few

Beheld the brightness of that feverish hue

With something of dim fear ; and in that glance

Found sti-ange and suddeu tokens of unrest,

Startling to meet amidst the mazy dance.

Where Thought, if present, an unbidden guest,

Comes not unmosk'd. Howe'er this were, the time

Sped as it speeds with joy, and giief, and crime

Alike : and when the banquet's hall was left

Unto its garlands of their bloom bereft;

When treniblmg stars look'd silvery in their wane.

And heavy flowers yet slumber'd, once again

There stole a footstep, fleet, and light, and lone,

Through the dim cedar shade—the step of one

That started at a leaf, of one that fled,

Of one that panted with some secret dread.

What did Imelda there 1 She sought the scene

Where love so late with youth and hope had been.

Bodings were on her soul ; a shuddering thrill

Ran through each vein, when first the Naiad's rill

Met her with melody—sweet sounds and low

:

We hear them yet, they live along its flow

—

Her voice is music lost ! The fountain-side

She gain'd

—

the wave flash'd forth—'twas darkly

dyed

Even as from warrior-hearts ; and on its edge.

Amidst the fern, and flowers, andmoss-tufts deep.

There lay, as luU'd by stream and rustling sedge,

A youth, a graceful youth. " Oh ! dost thou

sleep 1

Azzo !" she cried, " my Azzo ! is this rest 1

"

But then her low tones falter'd :

—"On thy breast

Isthestain—yes,'ti8blood! Andthat coldcheek

—

That moveless Up !—thou dost not slumber '

—

speak.

Speak, Azzo,my beloved ! No sound—no breath—
What hath comethus between our spirits? Death

!

Death ?— I but dream—I dieam !" And there she

stood,

A faint fair trembler, gazing first on blood,

With her fair arm around yon cypress thrown.

Her form sustain d by that diuk stem alone,

And fading fast, like spell-struck maid of old,

Into white waves dissolving, clear and cold

;

When from the grass her dimm'd eye caught a

gleam

—

'Twas where a sword lay shiver'd by the stream

—

Her brother's swoi-d .'—she knew it; and she knew

'Twas with a venom'd point that weapon slew 1

Woeforyounglove! Butloveisstrong. Therecame

Strength upon woman's fragile heart and frame

:

There came swift courage ! On the dewy ground

She knelt, with all her dark hair floating round

Like a long silken stole ; she knelt, and press'd

Her lips of glowing Ufe to Azzo's breast.

Drawing the poison forth. A strange, sad sight

!

Pale deatli, and fearless love, and solemn night

!

—So the moon saw them last.



396 RECORDS OF WOMAN.

The mom came siugiiig

Through the gi-een forests of the Apennines,

With all her joyous birds their free flight winging,

And steps and voices out amongst the vines.

What found that dayspring here ? Two fair forms

laid

Like sculptured sleepers ; from the myrtle shade

Casting a gleam of beauty o'er the wave,

StUl, mournful, sweet. Were such things for the

gi-ave?

Could it be so indeed ? That radiant girl,

Deck'd as for bridal hours !—long braids of pearl

Amidst her shadowy locks were faintly sliining.

As tears might shine, with melancholy light;

And there was gold her slender waist entwining

;

And her pale graceful arms—how sadly bright;

And fiery gems upon her breast were lying.

And round her marble brow red roses dying.

But she died first !—the violet's hue had spread

O'er her sweet eyelids with repose oppress'd

;

She had bow'd heavily her gentle head.

And on the youth's hush'd bosom sunk to rest.

So slept they well !—the poison's work was done

;

Love with true heart had striven—but Death had

EDITR

A TALE OF THE WOODS.
'

•*Du tleilige! rate dein Kind zuruck !

Ich babe genoMen daa irdische Gluck,

Ich babe gelebt und geUebet." Wali.bksteim.

The woods—oh ! solemn are the boundless woods

Of the great western world when day declines.

And louder sounds the roll of distant floods.

More deep the rustling of the ancient pines.

When dimness gathers on the stilly air.

And mystery seems o'er every leaf to brood,

Awful it is for human heart to bear

The might and burden of the solitude ! [sate

Yet. in that horn-, midst those green wastes, there

One young and fair ; and oh ! how desolate

!

But undismay'd—while sank the crimson light.

And the high cedars darken'd with the night.

Alone she sate ; though many lay around,

They, pale and silent on the bloody ground.

Were sever'd from her need and from her woe.

Far as death severs life. O'er that wild spot

Combat had raged, and brought the valiant low.

And left them, with the history of their lot,

* Founded on incidents related in an American worli,

** Sketclies of Connecticut."

Unto the forest oaks—a feai-ful scene

For her whose home of other days had been

Midst the fair halls of England ! But the love

Which fill'd her soul was strong to cast out fear

;

And by its might upborne all else above,

She shrank not— mark'd not that the dead were

near.

Of him alone she thought, whose languid head

Faintly upon her wedded bosom fell

;

Memory of aught but him on earth was fled.

While heavily she felt his life-blood well

Fast o'er her garments forth, and vainly bound

With her torn robe and hairthe streamingwound

—

Yet hoped, still hoped ! Oh ! from such hope how
long

Affection woos the whispers that deceive.

Even when the pressure of dismay grows strong

!

And we, that weep, watch, tremble, ne'er beheve

The blow indeed can fall. So bow'd she there

Over the dying, while unconscious prayer

Fill'd all her soul. Now pour'd the moonlightdown,

Veining the pine-stems through the foliage brown,

And fire-flies, kindling up the leafy place,

Cast fitful radiance o'er the warrior's face,

Whereby she caught its changes. To her eye.

The eye that fadedlook'd through gatheringhaze,

Whence love, o'ermastering mortal agony,

Lifted a long, deep, melancholy gaze,

When voice was not ; that fond, sad meaning

pass'd

—

She knew the fulness of her woe at last

!

One shriek the forests heard—and mute she lay

And cold, yet clasping still the precious clay

To her scarce-heaving breast. Love and Death

!

Ye have sad meetings on this changeful earth.

Many and sad !—but airs of heavenly breath

Shallmelt the links whichbindyou, foryourbirth

Is far apart.

Now light, of richer htie

Than the moon sheds, came flushing mist and dew

;

The pines grew red with morning ; fresh winds

play'd

;

[shade,

Bright-colour'd birds with splendour cross'd the

Kitting on flower-like wings
;
glad murmurs broke

From reed, and spray, and leaf—the living strings

Of earth's -lEolian lyre, whose music woke

Into young life and joy all happy things.

And she, too,woke from that long dreamless trance,

The widow'd Edith : fearfully her glance

Fell, as in doubt, on faces dark and strange,

And dusky forms. A sudden sense of change

Flash'd o'er her spirit, even ere memory swept

The tide of anguish back with thoughts that slept;
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Tet half instinctively she rose, and spread

Her arms, as 'twere for something lost or fled.

Then faintly sank again. The forest-bough,

With all its whispers, waved not o'er her now.

Where was she 1 Midst the people of the wild.

By the red hunter's fire : an aged chief.

Whose home look'd sad—for therein play'd no

child-

Had borne her, in the stillness of her grief.

To that lone cabin of the woods ; and there.

Won by a form so desolately fair.

Or touch'd with thoughts from some past soiTOW

sprung,

O'er her low couch an Indian matron hung ;

While in grave silence, yet with earnest eye.

The ancient warrior of the waste stood by,

Bending in watchfulness his proud gray head.

And leaning on his bow.

And life retum'd

—

Life, but with all its memories of the dead,

>ro Edith's heart ; and well the sufferer leam'd

Her task of meek endurance—well she wore

The chasten'd grief that humbly can adore

Midst blinding tears. But unto that old pair.

Even as a breath of spring's awakening air.

Her presence was ; or as a sweet wild tune

Bringing back tender thoughts, which all too soon

Depart with childhood. Sadly they had seen

A daughter to the land of spirits go

;

And ever from that time her fading mien.

And voice, like winds of summer, soft and low.

Had haimted their dim years : but Edith's face

Now look'd in holy sweetness from her place.

And they again seem'd parents. Oh ! the joy,

The rich deep blessedness—though earth's alloy.

Fear, that still bodes, be there—of pouring forth

The heart's whole power of love, its wealth and

worth

Of strong affection, in one healthful flow.

On something all its own ! that kindly glow.

Which to shut inward is consuming pain,

Gives the glad soul its flowering time again.

When, like the sunshine, freed. And gentle cares

Th' adopted Edith meekly gave for theirs

Who loved her thus. Her spirit dwelt the while

With the departed, and her patient smile

Spoke of farewells to earth
; yet still she pray'd.

E'en o'er her soldier's lowly grave, for aid

One purpose to fulfil, to leave one trace

Brightly recording that her dwelling-place

Had been among the wilds ; for well she knew

The secret whisper of her bosom tnio.

Which warn'd her hence.

And now, by many a word
Link'd unto moments when the heart was stirr'd

—

By the sweet moumfulness of many a hymn,

Sungwhen the woods at eve grewhush'd and dim

—

By the persuasion of her fervent eye.

All eloquent with childlike piety

—

By the still beauty of her life she strove

To win for heaven, and heaven-bom truth, the love

Pour'd out on her so freely. Nor in vain

Was that soft-breathing influence to enchain

The soul in gentle bonds ; by slow degrees

Light foUow'd on, as when a summer breeze

Parts the deep masses of the forest shade, [made

And lets the sunbeam through. Her voice was

Even such a breeze ; and she, a lowly guide.

By faith and sorrow raised and purified.

So to the Cross her Indian fosterers led.

Until theirprayers were one. When momingspread
O'er the blue lake, and when the sunset's glow

Touch'd into golden bronze the cypress bough.

And when the quiet of the Sabbath-time

Sank on her heart, though no melodious chime

Waken'd the wilderness, their prayers were one.

Now might she pass in hope—her work was done .'

And she Koa passing from the woods away

—

The broken flower of England might not stay

Amidst those alien shades. Her eye was bright

Even yet with something of a starry light.

But her form wasted, and her fair young cheek

Wore oft and patiently a fatal streak,

A rose whose root was death. The parting sigh

Of autumn through the forests had gone by.

And the rich maple o'er her wanderings lone

Its crimson leaves in many a shower had strown,

Flushing the air ; and winter's blast had been

Amidst the pines; and now a softer green [come.

Fringed their dark boughs : for spring again had

The sunny spring ! but Edith to her home
Was journeying fast. Alas ! we think it sad

To part with life when all the earth looks glad

In her young lovely things—when voices break

Into sweet sounds, and leaves and blossoms wake

:

Is it not brighter, then, in that far clime

Where graves are not, nor blights ofchangeful time.

If here such glory dwell with passmg blooms.

Such golden sunshine rest around the tombs !

So thought the dying one. 'Twas early day.

And sounds and odours, with the breezes' play

Wliispering ofspring-time, through the cabin door,

Unto her couch life's farewell sweetness bore.

Then with a look where all her hope awoke,

"My father!"—to the gray-hair'd chiefshe spoke

—

" Know'st thou that I departV " I know, I know,"

He answer'd mournfully, " that thou must go



398 RECORDS OF "WOMAN.

To thy beloved, my daughter!" " Sorrow not

For me, kind mother 1 " with meek smiles once

more

She murmur'd in low tones :
" one happy lot

Awaits us, friends ! upon the better shore

;

For we have pray'd together in one trust,

And lifted our frail spirits from the dust

To God, who gave them. Lay me by mine own.

Under the cedar shade : where he is gone.

Thither I go. There will my sisters be.

And the dead parents, lisping at whose knee

My childhood's prayer was leam'd—the Saviour's

prayer

Which now ye know—and I shall meet you tliero.

Father and gentle mother ! ye have bound
The bruised reed, and mercy shall be found

By Mercy's children." From the matron's eye

Dropp'd tears, her sole and passionate reply.

But Edith felt them not ; for now a sleep

Solemnly beautiful—a stillness deep,

Fell on her settled face. Then, sad and slow,

And mantling up his stately head in woe,

" Thou'rt passing hence," he sang, that warrior old,

In sounds like those by plaintive waters roU'd.

" Thou'rt passing from the lake's green side.

And the hunter's hearth away :

For the time of flowers, for the summer's pride,

Daughter ! thou canst not stay.

" Thou'rt journeying to thy spirit's home.

Where the skies are ever clear

:

The corn-month's golden hours will come.

But they shall not find thee here.

" And we shall miss thy voice, my bird !

Under our whispering pine

;

Music shall midst the leaves be heard,

But not a song like thine.

"A breeze that roves o'er stream and hill.

Telling of winter gone.

Hath such sweet falls—yet caught we still

A farewell in its tone.

" But thou, my bright one ! thou shalt be

Where farewell sounds are o'er

;

Thou, in the eyes thou lovest, shalt see

No fear of parting more.

" The mossy grave thy tears have wet,

And the wind's wild meanings by,

Thou with thy kindred shalt forget.

Midst flowers—not such as die.

" The shadow from thy brow shall melt

The sorrow from thy strain,

But where thine earthly smile hath dwelt

Our hearts shall thirst in vain,

'Dim will our cabin be, and lone.

When thou, its light, art fled

;

Yet hath thy step the pathway shown
Unto the happy dead.

" And we will follow thee, our guide I

And join that shining band

;

Thou'rt passing from the lake's green side

—

Go to the better land !

"

The song had ceased, thelist'ners caughtnobreath

:

That lovely sleep had melted into death.

THE INDIAN CITY.i

" What deep woundfl ever closed without a sear ?

The heart's bleed longest, and but heal to wear
That which disfigures it." Childs Hakolo.

Royal in splendour went down the day

On the plain where an Indian city lay.

With its crown of domes o'er the forest high,

Red, as if fused in the burning sky

;

And itsdeepgrovespierced by the rays which made
A bright stream's way through each long arcade,

Till the pillar'd vaults of the banian stood

Like torch-lit aisles midst the solemn wood

;

And the plantain glitter'd with leaves of gold,

As a tree midst the genii gardens old.

And the cypress lifted a blazing spire.

And the stems of the cocoas were shafts of fire.

Many a white pagoda's gleam

Slept lovely round upon lake and stream,

Broken alone by the lotus flowers.

As they caught the glow of the sun's last hours,

Like rosy wine in their cups, and shed

Its glory forth on their crystal bed.

Many a graceful Hindoo maid.

With the water-vase from the palmy shade,

Came gliding light as the desert's roe,

Down marble steps, to the tanks below

;

And a cool sweet plashing was ever heard.

As the molten glass of the wave was stiiT'd,

And a murmur, thrilling the scented air.

Told where the Bramin bow'd in prayer.

1 From a tale in Forbcs's Oriental Memoirt.
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—There wander'd a noble Moslem boy

Through the scone of beauty in breathless joy

;

He gazed where the stately city rose,

Like a pageant of clouds, in its red repose

;

He tum'd where birds througli the gorgeousgloom

Of the woods weut glancing on starry plume

;

He track'd the brink of the shining lake.

By the tall canes feather'd in tuft and brake

;

Till the path he chose, in its mazes, wound

To the very heart of the holy ground.

And there lay the water, as if enshrined

In a rocky urn, from the sun and wind,

Bearing the hues of the grove on high,

Far down through its dark still purity.

The flood beyond, to the fiery west.

Spread out like a metal mirror's breast

;

But that lone bay, in its dimness deep,

Seem'd made for the swimmer's joyous leap.

For the stag athirst from the noontide chase.

For all free things of the wild wood's race.

Like a falcon's glance on the wide blue sky.

Was the kindling flash of the boy's glad eye

;

Like a sea-bird's flight to the foaming wave.

From the shadowy bank was the bound he gave

;

Dashing the spray-drops, cold and white.

O'er the glossy leaves in its young delight.

And bowing his locks to the waters clear

—

Alas ! he dreamt not that fate was near.

His mother look'd from her tent the while.

O'er heaven and earth with a quiet smile :

She, on her way unto Mecca's fane.

Had stay'd the march of her pilgrim train,

Calmly to linger a few brief hours

In the Bramin city's glorious bowers

;

For the pomp of the forest, the wave's bright fall,

The red gold of sunset—she loved them all.

The moon rose clear in the splendour given

To the deep-blue night of an Indian heaven

;

The boy from the high-arch'd woods came back

—

Oh ! what had he mot in his lonely track?

The serpent's glance, through the long reeds

brightl

The arrowy spring of the tiger's might t

No I yet as one by a conflict worn,

With his graceful hair all soil'd and torn,

And a gloom on the lids of his darken'd eye,

And a gash on his bosom—he came to die !

He look'd for the face to his young heart sweet.

And found it, and sank at his mother's feet.

" Speak to me ! whence doth the swift blood run 1

What hath befallen thee, my child, my sou t

"

The mist of death on his brow lay pale.

But his voice just lingcr'd to breathe the tale.

Murmuring faintly of wrongs and scorn.

And wounds from the children of Brahma borne.

This was the doom for a Moslem found

With a foot profane on their holy ground

—

This was for sullying the pure waves, free

Unto them alone
—

'twas their god's decree.

A chang6 came o'er his wandering look

—

The mother shriek'd not then nor shook

:

Breathless she knelt in her son's young blood.

Rending her mantle to stanch its flood

;

But it rush'd like a river which none may stay.

Bearing a flower to the deep away.

That which our love to the eai-th would chain,

Fearfully striving with heaven in vain

—

That which fades from us, while yet wo hold,

Clasp'd to our bosoms, its moi-tal mould.

Was fleeting before her, afar and fast

;

One moment—the soul from the face had pass'd

!

Are there no words for that common woe ?

Ask of the thousands its depth that know !

The boy had breathed, in his dreaming rest.

Like a low-voiced dove, on her gentle breast

;

He had stood, when she sorrow'd, beside her knee.

Painfully stilUng his quick heart's glee

;

He had kiss'd from her cheek the widow's tears.

With the loving lip of his infant years :

He had smiled o'er her path Uke a bright spring

day—
Now in his blood on the earth he lay !

Murder'd I Alas ! and we love so well

In a world where anguish like this can dwell

!

She bow'd down mutely o'er her dead—
They that stood round her watch'd in dread ; .

They watch'd—slio knew not they were by

—

Her soul sat veil'd in its agony.

On the silent lip she press'd no kiss

—

Too stem was the gra-sp of her pangs for this :

She shed no tear, as her face bent low

O'er the shining hair of the lifeless brow

;

She look'd but into the half-shut eye

With a gaze that found there no reply.

And, shrieking, mantled her head from sight.

And fell, struck down by her sorrow's might.

And what deep change, what work of power,

Was wrought on her secret soul that hour

!

How rose the lonely one 1 She rose

Like a prophetess from dark repoee i
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And proudly flung from her face the veil.

And shook the hair from her forehead pale.

And midst her wondering handmaids stood.

With the sudden glance of a dauntless mood

—

Ay, lifting up to the midnight sky

A brow in its regal passion high.

With a close and rigid grasp she press'd

The blood-stain'd robe to her heaving breast.

And said
—" Not yet, not yet I weep.

Not yet my spirit shall sink or sleep

!

Not till yon city, in ruins rent,

Be piled for its victim's monument.

Cover his dust ! bear it on before !

It shall visit those temple gates once more."

And away in the train of the dead she tum'd.

The strength of her step was the heart that bum'd;

And the Bramin groves in the starlight smiled,

As the mother pass'd with her slaughter'd child.

Hark ! a wild sound of the desert's horn

Through the woods rovmd the Indian city borne,

A peal of the cymbal and tambour afer

—

War ! 'tis the gathering of Moslem war !

The Bramin look'd from the leaguer'd towers

—

He saw the wild archer amidst his bowers

;

And the lake that fiash'd through the plantain

shade.

As the light of the lances along it play'd

;

And the canes that shook as if winds were high.

When the fiery steed of the waste swept by

;

And the camp as it lay like a billowy sea,

Wide roimd the sheltering banian-tree.

There stood one tent fix>m the rest apart

—

That was the place of a wounded heart.

Oh ! deep is a w^ounded heart, and strong

A voice that cries against mighty wrong

;

And full of death as a hot wind's blight.

Doth the ire of a crush'd affection hght.

Haimuna £rom realm to realm had pass'd.

And her tale had rung like a trumpet's blast.

There had been words from her pale lips pour'd.

Each one a spell to unsheath the sword.

The Tartar had sprung from his steed to hear,

And the dark chief ofAraby grasp'd his spear,

Till a chain of long lances begirt the wall.

And a vow was recorded that doom'd its falL

Back with the dust of her son she came.

When her voice had kindled that lightning flame;

She came in the might of a queenly foe.

Banner, and javelin, and bended bow

;

But a deeper power on her forehead sate

—

There sought the warrior his star of fate

:

Her eye's wild flash through the tented lino

Was hail'd as a spirit and a sign.

And the faintest tone from her lip was caught

As a sibyl's breath of prophetic thought.

Vain, bitter glory !—the gift of grief.

That Ughts up vengeance to find relief.

Transient and faithless ! It cannot fill

So the deep void of the heart, nor still

The yearning left by a broken tie.

That haunted fever of which we die !

Sickening she tum'd from her sad renown.

As a king in death might reject his crown.

Slowly the strength of the walls gave way

—

She wither'd faster from day to day :

All the proud so<mds of that banncr'd plain.

To stay the flight of her soul were vain ;

Like an eagle caged, it had striven, and worn

The frail dust, ne'er for such conflicts bom.

Till the bars were rent, and the hour was come

For its fearful rushing through darkness home.

The bright sun set in his pomp and pride.

As on that eve when the fair boy died :

She gazed from her couch, and a softness fell

O'er her weary heart with the day's farewell

;

She spoke, and her voice, in its dying tone,

Had an echo of feelings that long seem'd flown.

She murmur'd a low sweet cradle-song.

Strange midst the din of a warrior throng

—

A song of the time when her boy's young cheek

Had glow'd on her breast in its slumber meek.

But something which breathed from that mourn-

ful strain

Sent a fitful gust o'er her soul again

;

And starting, as if from a dream, she cried

—

" Give him proud burial at my side I

There, by yon lake, where the palm-boughs wave.

When the temples are fallen, make there our

grave."

And the temples fell, though the spirit pass'd.

That stay'd not for victory's voice at last

;

When the day was won for the martyr dead,

For the broken heart and the bright blood shed.

Through thegates ofthevanquish'dthe Tartarsteed

Bore in the avenger mth foaming speed

;

Free swept the flame through the idol fanes.

And the streams glow'd red, as from warrior veins

;

And the sword of the Moslem, let loose to slay.

Like the panther leapt on its flying prey,
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And her eye with an eaglo-glaJness fraught

Oh ! could thia work be of woman wrought 1

Yes ! 'twas her deed !—by that haughty smile.

It was hers : she hatb kindled her funeral pile !

Kevcr might shame on that bright head be

:

Her blood was the Greek's, and hath made her&ee

!

Proudly she stands, like an Indian bride

On the pjTe with the holy dead beside ;

But a shriek from her mother hath caught her ear,

As the flames to her marriage-robe draw near.

And starting, she spreads her pale arms in Tain

To the form they must never infold again.

—One moment more, and her hands are clasp'd

—

Fallen is the torch they had wildly grasp'd

—

Her sinking knee unto Heaven is bow'd.

And her last look raised through the smoke's dim

shroud,

And her lips as in prayer for her pardon move;

—

Now the night gathers o'er youth and love !

THE SWITZER'S WIFE.

[Werner Stauffacher, one of tbe three confederates of the

field of Grutlj, had been alanned by the envy with which the

Austrian Bailiff, Landenberg, liad noticed the appeanuice of

wealth and comfort which distinguished tiis dwelling. It was

not, however, until roused by the entreaties of his wife, a

woman who seems to have been of a heroic spirit, tliat he was

induced to deliberate with his friends upon the measures by

which Switzerland was finally delivered.]

" Nor look nor tone r«i«aleth au^t
Save woman's quietocM of thought;

And yet anmnd her Is m tight

of inward majesty and might." M.J.J.

** Wcr K>lch dn hen an sienen Biuen druckt

Der kaao Air herd und hot mit freuden fechteo."

WlLLBELM Tnx.

It was the time when children bound to meet

Their father's homeward step from field or hill.

And when the herd's returning bells are sweet

In the Swiss valleys, and the lakes grow still.

And the last note of that wild horn swells by

Which batmts the exile's heart with melody.

And lovely smiled full many an Alpine home,

Touch'd with the crimson of the dying hour.

Which lit its low roof by the torrent's foam.

And pierced its lattice through the vine-hung

bower;

But one, the loveliest o'er the land that ro6e.

Then first look'd mournful in its green repose.

For Werner sat beneath the linden tree

That sent its lulling whispers through his door.

Even as man sits, whose heart alone would be

With gome deep care, and thus can find no more
Th' accustom'd joy in all which evening brings,

Qathering a household with her quiet wings.

His wife stood hush'd before him—sad, yet mUd
In her beseeching mien !—he mark'd it not

The silvery laughter of his bright-hair'd child

Rang from the greensward round the shelter'd

spot.

But seem'd unheard ; until at last the boy

Baised from his heap'd up flowers a glance of joy.

And met his Other's &ce. But then a change

Pass'd swiftly o'er the brow of in&nt glee.

And a quick sense of something dimly strange

Brought him from play to stand beside the knee

So often climb'd, and lift his loving eyes

That shone through clouds of sorrowful surprise.

Then the proud bosom of the strong man shook

;

But tenderly his babe's fair mother laid

Her hand on his, and with a pleading look.

Through tears half-quivering, o'er him bent and

said, [prey

—

" \Vhat grief, dear friend, hath made thy heart its

That thou shouldst turn thee from our love away!

" It is too sad to see thee thus, my friend !

Mark'st thou the wonder on thy boy's fair brow,

^li.ssing the smile from thine ! Oh, cheer thee

!

bend

To his soft arms : unseal thy thoughts e'en now I

Thou dost not kindly to withhold the share

Of tried affection in thy secret care."

He look'd up into that sweet earnest &ce,

But sternly, moumftilly : not yet the band

Was loosen'd from his soul ; its inmost place

Not yet unveil'd by love's o'ermastering hand.

" Speak low !

" he cried, and pointed where on high

The white Alps glitter'd through the solemn sky

:

"We must speak low amidst our ancient hHIa

And their free torrents ; for the days are come
WTien tyranny lies couch'd by forest rills.

And meets the shepherd in his mountain-home.

Go, pour the wine of our own grapes in fear

—

Keep silence by the hearth ! its foes are near.

" The envy of th' oppressor's eye hath been

Upon my heritage. I sit to-night

Under my household tree, if not serene.

Yet with the faces best beloved in sight

:
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To-morrow eve may find me chaiu'd, and thee

—

How can I bear the boy's yoimg smiles to see?"

The brightblood left thatyouthful mother's cheek;

Back on the linden stem she lean'd her form ;

And her lip trembled as it strove to speak,

Like a frail harp-string shaken by the storm.

'Twas but a moment, and the faintness pass'd.

And the free Alpine spirit woke at last.

And she, that ever through her home had moved

With the meek thoughtfulness and quiet snule

Of woman, calmly loving and beloved,

And timid in her happiness the while.

Stood brightly forth, and steadfastly, that hour

—

Her clear glance kindling into sudden power.

Ay, pale she stood, but with an eye of light.

And took her fair child to her holy breast.

And lifted her soft voice, that gather'd might

As it foimd language :
—"Are we thus oppress'dl

Then must we rise upon our mountain-sod,

And man must arm, and woman call on God !

" I know what thou woulJst do ;—and be it done

!

Thy soul is darken'd with its fears for me.

Trust me to heaven, my husband ! This, thy son.

The babe whom I have borne thee, must be free

!

And the sweet memory of our pleasant hearth

May well give strength—ifaughtbe strongon earth.

" Thou hast been brooding o'er the silent dread

Of my desponding tears ; now lift once more.

My hunter of the hiUs ! thy stately head.

And let tliine eagle glance my joy restore !

I can bear all, but seeing tJwe subdued

—

Take to thee back thine own undaunted mood.

" Go forth beside the waters, and along

The chamois paths, and through the forests go;

And tell, in burning words, thy tale of wrong

To the brave hearts that midst the hamlets glow.

God shall be with thee, my beloved ! Away !

Bless but thy child, and leave me—I can pray
!"

He sprang up, like a warrior youth awaking

To clarion sounds upon the ringing air ; [ing

He caught her to his heart, while proud tears break.

From his dark eyes fell o'er her braided hair

;

And " Worthy art thou," was his joyous cry,

" That man for thee should gird himself to die

!

" My bride, my wife, the mother of my child

!

Now shall thy name be armour to my heart :

And this our land, by chains no more defiled.

Be taught of thee to choose the better part !

I go—thy spirit on my words shall dwell

:

Thy gentle voice shall stir the Alps. Farewell
!

"

And thus they parted, by the quiet lake,

In the clear starlight : he the strength to rouse

Of the free hills ; she, thoughtful for his sake.

To rock her childbeneaththe whispering boughs.

Singing its blue half-curtain'd eyes to sleep

With a low hymn, amidst the stillness deep.

PKOPERZIA ROSSI.

[Properzia Rossi, a celebrated femaJe sculptor of Bologna,

possessed also of talents for poetry and music, died in conse-

quence of an unrequited attacbment. A painting, by Duels,

represents her showing her last work, a basso-relievo of

Ariadne, to a Roman knight, the object of her affection,

who regards it with indifference.]

" Tell me no more, no more

Ofmy soul's lofty gifts ! Are they not vain

To quench its haunting thirst for happiness ?

Have I not loved, and striven, and feil'd to bind

One true heart unto me, whereon my own

Might find a resting-place, a home for all

Its burden of affections ? I depart.

Unknown, though Fame goes with me ; I must leave

The earth unltnown. Yet it may be that death

Shall give my name a power to win such tears

As would have made life precious."

One dream of passion and of beauty more !

And in its bright fulfilment let me pour

My soul away ! Let earth retain a trace

Of that which lit my being, though its race

Might have been loftier far. Yet one more dream

!

From my deep spiiit one victorious gleam

Ere I depart ! For thee alone, for thee !

May this last work, this farewell triumph be

—

Thou, loved so vainly ! I would leave enshrined

Something immortal of my heart and mind.

That yet may speak to thee when I am gone.

Shaking thine inmost bosom with a tone

Of lost affection,—something that may prove

What she hath been, whose melancholy love

On thee was lavish'd ; silent pang and tear,

And fervent song that gush'd when none were

near.

And dream by night, and weary thought by day,

Stealing the brightness from her life away

—

While thou Awake ! not yet within me die !

Under the burden and the agony

Of this vain tenderness—my spirit, wake !
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Even for thy Bon-owful affection's sake,

Live ! in thy work breathe out !—that he may yet,

Feeling sad mastery there, perchance regret

Thine unrequited gift.

It comes I the power

Within me bom flows back—my fruitless dower

That could not win me love. Yet once again

I greet it proudly, with its rushing train

Of glorious images: they throng—they press—

•

A sudden joy lights up my loneliness

—

I shall not perish all

!

The bright work grows

Beneath my hand, unfolding, as a rose.

Leaf after leaf, to beauty—line by line, [now

Through the pale miu-ble's veins. It grows !—and

I fix my thought, heart, soul, to bum, to shine :

I give my own life's history to thy brow.

Forsaken Ariadne !—thou shalt weai'

My form, my lineaments ; but oh ! more fair,

Touch'd into lovelier being by the glow

Which in me dwells, as by the summer light

All things are glorified. From thee my woe

Shall yet look beautiful to meet his sight.

When I am pass'd away. Thou art the mould,

Wherein I pour the fervent thoughts, th' untold,

The self-consimiing ! Speak to him of me.

Thou, the deserted by the lonely sea.

With the soft sadness of thine earnest eye

—

Speak to him, lorn one ! deeply, mournfully,

Of all my love and grief ! Oh ! could I throw

Into thy frame a voice—a sweet, and low.

And thrilling voice of song ! when he came nigh.

To send the passion of its melody

Through his pierced bosom—on its tones to bear

My Ufe's deep feeling, as the southern air

Wafts the faint myrtle's breath—to rise, to swell,

To sink away in accents of farewell.

Winning but one, OM gush of tears, whose flow

Surely my parted spirit yet might know,

If love be strong as death !

TO.

Now fair thou art,

Tliou form, whoso life is of my burning heart

!

Yet all the vision that within me wrought,

I cannot make thee. Oh ! I might have given

Birth to creations of far nobler thought

;

I might have kindled, with the fire of heaven.

Things not of such as die ! But I have been

Too much alone ! A heart whereon to lean.

With all these deep affections that o'erflow

My aching soul, and find no shore below

;

An eye to be my star; a voice to bring [spring 1

Hope o'er my path like sounds that breathe of

These are denied me—dreamt of still in vain.

Therefore my brief aspirings from the chain

Are ever but as some wild fitful song.

Rising triumphantly, to die ere long

In dirge-like echoes.

t

IV.

Yet the world will see

Little of this, my parting work ! in thee. [reed

Thou shalt have fame ! Oh, mockery ! give the

From storms a shelter—give the drooping vine

Something roimd which its tendrilsmay entwine

—

Give the parch'd flower a raindrop, and the

meed

Of love's kind words to woman ! Worthless fame

!

That in his bosom wins not for my name

Th' abiding place it ask'd ! Yet how my heart.

In its own fairy world of song and art,

Oncebeatforpraise ! Arethose high longings o'er t

That which I have been can I bo no more 1

Never ! oh, never more ! though still thy sky

Be blue as then, my glorious Italy !

And though the music, whose rich breathings fill

Thine air with soul, be wandering past me still
;

And though the mantle of thy sunlight streams

Unchanged on forms, instinct with poet-dreams.

Never ! oh, never more ! Where'er I move.

The shadow of this broken-hearted lovo

Is on me and around ! Too well tliey know

\\Tiose life is all within, too soon and well.

When there the blight hath settled ! But I go

Under the silent wings of peace to dwell

;

From the slow wasting, from the lonely pain.

The inward burning of those words—" in vain,"

Sear'd on the heart—I go. 'Twill soon be past

;

Sunshine and song, and bright Italian heaven.

And thou, oh ! thou, on whom my spirit cast

Unvalued wealth—who know'st notwhat wasgiven.

In that devotedness—the sad, and deep,

And unrepaid—farewell ! If I could w^eep

Once, only once, beloved one ! on thy breast.

Pouring my heart forth ere I sink to rest

!

But that were happiness !—and unto me
Earth's gift is fame. Yet I was form'd to be

So richly bless'd ! With thee to watch the sky.

Speaking not, feeling but that thou wert nigh

;

With thee to listen, while the tones of song

Swept even as pai-t of our sweet air along

—

To listen silently ; with thee to gaze

On foi-ms, the deified of olden days

—

This had been joy enough ; and hour by hour.

From its glad well-springs drinking life and power.
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How had my spirit soai-'d, and made its fame

A glory for thy brow ! Dreams, di-eams !—The fire

Bums faint within me. Yet I leave my name

—

As a deep thrill may linger on the lyre

When its full chords are hush'd—awhile to live,

And one day haply in thy heart revive

Sad thoughts of me. I leave it, with a soujid,

A spell o'er memory, mournfully profound

;

I leave it, on my country's air to dwell

—

Say proudly yet

—

"'Twashera who loved me well/''

GERTRUDE; OR, FIDELITY TILL DEATH.

[The Baron Von der Wai-t, accused—though it is believed

unjustly—as an accomplice in tlie assassinatiou of the Em-
peror Albert, was bound alive on the wheel, and attended by

his wife Gertrude, throughout his last agonising hours, with

the most heroic devotedness. Her own sufferings, with those

of her unfortunate husband, are most affectiiigly described in

a letter which she afterwards addressed to a female friend,

and which was pubtislied some years ago, at Haarlem, in a
book entitled Gertrude Von der Wart; or. Fidelity unto

Death.']

" Dark lowers our fete,

And terrible the storm that gathers o'er us

;

But nothing, till that latest agony

Which severs thee from nature, shall unloose

This fix'd and sacred hold. In thy dark prison-houae.

In the terrific face ofarmed law.

Yea, on the scatTold, if it needs must be,

I never will forsake thee." Joanna Baiijjb.

Her hands were olasp'd, her dark eyes raised.

The breeze threw back her hair

;

Up to the fearful wheel she gazed

—

All that she loved was there.

The night was round her clear and cold,

The holy heaven above,

Its pale stars watching to behold

The might of earthly love.

" And bid me not depart," she cried

;

" My Rudolph, say not so !

This is no time to quit thy side—

•

Peace ! peace ! I cannot go.

Hath the world aught for me to fear,

When death is on thy brow J

The world ! what means it? Mine is here—
I will not leave thee now.

" I have been with thee in thine hour

Of glory and of bliss

;

Doubt not its memory's living power

To strengthen me through this!

And thou, mine houour'd love and true.

Bear on, bear nobly on !

We have the blessed heaven in view,

Whose rest shall soon be won."

And were not these high words to flow

From woman's breaking heart ?

Through all that night of bitterest woe

She bore her lofty part

;

But oh ! with such a glazing eye,

With such a curdling cheek

—

Love, Love ! of mortal agony

Thou, only thoii, shouldst speak !

The wind rose high—but with it rose

Her voice, that he might hear :

—

Perchance that dark hour brought repose

To happy bosoms near

;

While she sat striving with despair

Beside his tortured form.

And pouring her deep soul in prayer

Forth on the rushing storm.

She wiped the death-damps from his brow

With her pale hands and soft.

Whose touch upon the lute-chords low

Had still'd his heart so oft.

She spread her mantle o'er his breast.

She bathed his lips with dew.

And on his cheek such kisses press'd

As hope and joy ne'er knew.

Oh ! lovely are ye. Love and Faith,

Enduring to the last

!

She had her meed—one smile in death

—

And his worn spirit pass'd !

While even as o'er a martyr's grave

She knelt on that sad spot,

And, weeping, bless'd the God who gave

Strength to forsake it not.

IMELDA.

" Sometimes

The young forgot the lessons they had learnt.

And loved when they should hate—like thee, Imelda !
" I

iTAfcv ; a Poem.

" Passa la bella Ponna, e par che dorma."

—

Tasso.

We have the myrtle's breath around us here,

Amidst the fallen pillars : this hath been

Some Naiad's fane of old. How brightly clear,

FUnging a vein of silver o'er the scene.

Up through the shadowy grass the fountain wells.

And music with it, gushing from beneath

1 The tale of Imelda Is related in Sismondi's llittoirc del

Kepubtiqttes Italieniiet, vol. iii. p. 443.
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Till a city of ruin begirt the shade

Where the boy and his mother at rest were laid.

Palace and tower on that plain were left,

Like fallen trees by the lightning cleft

;

The >vild vine mantled the stately square,

The Rajah's throne was the serpent's lair,

And the jungle grass o'er the altar sprung

—

This was the work of one deep heart wrung !

THE PEASANT GIRL OF THE RHONE.

" There is but one place in the worid

—

Tliitiier, wliere he lies buried '.

There, there is ali tiuit stiil remains of him i

That slngie spot is the whoie earth to me."

Coi-KBiniiR'a " WallentteiD."

" Alas ! our young affections run to waste.

Or water but the desert."—Ckilok Harold.

There went a warrior's funeral through the night,

A waving of tall plumes, a ruddy light

Of torches, fitfully and wildly thrown

From the high woods, along the sweeping Rhone,

Far down the waters. Heavily and dead,

Under the moaning trees, the horse-hoof's tread

In muffled sounds upon the greensward fell,

As chieftahis pass'd ; and solemnly the swell

Of the deep requiem, o'er the gleaming river

Borne with the gale, and with the leaves' low shiver,

Floated and died. Proud mourners there, yet pale.

Wore man's mute anguish sternly ;—but of one,

Oh, who shall speak ! What woixls his brow unveil

!

A father following to the grave his sou !

—

That is no grief to picture ! Sad and slow.

Through the wood-shadows, moved the knightly

train,

With youth's fair form upon the bier laid low

—

Fair even when found amidst the bloody slain,

Stretch'd by its broken lance. They reach'd the

lone

Baronial chapel, where the forest-gloom

Fell heaviest, for the massy boughs had grown

Into thick archways, as to vault tlie tomb.

Stately they trode the hollow-ringing aisle,

A strange deep echo shudder'd through the pile,

Till crested heads at last in silence bent

Round the De Coucis' antique monument.

When dust to dust was given :—and Aymer slept

Beneath the drooping banners of his line,

Whose broider'd folds the Syrian wind had swept

Proudly and oft o'er fields of Palestine.

So the sad rite was closed. The sculptor gave

Trophies, ore long, to deck that lordly grave

;

And the pale image of a youth, ai-ray'd

As warriors are for figlit, but calmly laid

In slumber on his shield. Then all was done-
All still around the dead. His name was heard

Perchance when wine-cups flow'd, and hearts were

stirr'd

By some old song, or tale of battle won
Told round the hearth. But in his father's breast

JIanliood's high passions woke again, and press'd

On to their mark ; and in his friend's clear eye

There dwelt no shadow of a dream gone by

;

.\nd with the brethren of his fields, the feast

Wasgayas when thevoicewhose sounds had ceased

Mingled with theirs. Even thus life's rushing tide

Bears back affection from the grave's dark side
;

Alas ! to think of this !—the heart's void place

Fill'd up so soon !—so like a summer cloud.

All that we loved to pass and leave no trace !

—

Ho lay foi'gotten in his early shroud.

Foi'gotteu ?—not of all ! The sunny smile

Glancing in play o'er that proud lip erewhile.

And the dark locks, whose breezy waving threw

A gladness round, whene'er their shade withdrew

From the bright brow ; and all the sweetness lying

Within that eagle eye's jet radiance deep.

And all the music with tliat young voice dying,

Whose joyous echoes made tlie quick heart leap

As at a hunter's bugle—these things lived

Still in one breast, whose silent love survived

Tlie pomps of kindred sorrow. Day by day.

On Aymer'stomb fresh flowers in garlands lay, [ing.

Through the dim fane softsummer odours breath-

And all the pale sepulchral trophies wreatliiug.

And with a flush of deeper brilliance glowing

In the rich light, like molten rubies flowing

Through storied windows down. The violet there

Might speak of love—a secret love and lowly

;

And the rose image all things fleet and fair

;

And the faint passion-flower, the sad and holy,

Tell of diviner hopes. But whoso light hand.

As for an altar, wove the radiant band ?

Wliose gentle nurture brought, from hidden dells.

That gem-like wealth of blossoms and sweet bells.

To blush through every season! Blight and chill

Might touch the changing woods; but duly still

For years those gorgeous coronals renew'd.

And brightly cla.sping marble spear and holm,

Even through mid-winter, fiU'd the solitude

With a strange smile—a glow of summer's realm.

Surely some fond and fervent heart was pouring

Its youth's vain worship on the dust, adoring

In lone devotoduess

!
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One spring mom rose,

And foTind, within that tomb's proud shadow

laid^

Oh ! not as midst the vineyards, to repose

From the fierce noon— a dark-hair'd peasant

maid.

Who could reveal her story 1 That stUl face

Had once been fair; for on the clear arch'd brow

And the curved lip there linger'd yet such grace

As sculpture gives its dreams; and long and low

The deep black lashes, o'er the half-shut eye

—

For death was on its lids—fell mournfully.

But the cold cheek was sunk, the raven hair

Dimm'd, the slight form all wasted, as by care.

Whence came that early blightl //erkindred's place

Was not amidst the highDe Couci race
; [wreath,

Yet there her shrine had been I She grasp'd a

The tomb's last garland !—This was love in death.

INDIAN WOMAN'S DEATH-SONO.

[An Indian woman, driven to despair by her Imsband's

desertion of her for anotlier wife, entered a canoe with her

children, and rowed it down the Mississippi towards a cata-

ract. Her voice was lieard from the shore singing a mouniful

deatli-song, until overpowered by the sound of the waters in

which she perished. The tale is related in Long*s *' Expedition

to the Source of St Peter's River."]

" Non, je ne puis vivre avec un cceur brige. TI (hut que je retrouve

la joie, et que je m'unissc aux esprits Ubres de I'alr."

" Bride of Messina." Translated by Madahk de Stakl.

" Let not my child be a girl, for very sad is the life ofa woman."
" The Prairie."

Down a broad river of the western wilds.

Piercing thick forest-glooms, a light canoe

Swept with the current : fearful was the speed

Of the frail bark, as by a tempest's wing

Borne leaf-like on to where the mist of spray

Rose with the cataract's thunder. Yet within,

Proudly, and dauntlessly, and all alone.

Save that a babe lay sleeping at her breast,

A woman stood ! Upon her Indian brow
Sat a strange gladness, and her dark hair waved
As if triumphantly. She press'd her child.

In its bright slumber, to her beating heart.

And lifted her sweet voice, that rose awhile

Above the sound of waters, high and clear.

Wafting a wild proud strain—a song of death.

"Roll swiftly to the spirits' land, thou mighty

stream and free !

Father of ancient waters,' roll ! and bear our lives

with thee !

^ " Father of waters," the Indian name for the Mississippi.

The weary bird that storms have toss'd would

seek the sunshine's calm,

And the deer that hath the arrow's hurt flies to

the woods of balm.

" Roll on !^my warrior's eye hath look'd upon

another's face.

And mine hath faded from his soul, as fades a

moonbeam's trace

:

My shadow comes not o'er his path, my whisper

to his dream—

•

He flings away the broken reed. RoU swifter yet,

thou stream I

" The voice that spoke of other days is hush'd

within hw breast.

But mine its lonely music haunts, and will not

lot me rest

;

It sings a low and motimful song of gladness that

is gone

—

I cannot live without that light. Father of waves

!

roll on

!

"Will he not miss the bounding step that met
him from the chase f

The heart of love that made his home an ever-

sunny place ?

The hand that spread the hunter's board, and

deck'd his couch of yore 1

—

He will not ! Roll, dark foaming stream, on tc

the better shore

!

" Some blessed fount amidst the woods of that

bright land must flow.

Whose waters from my soul may lave the memory
of this woe;

Some gentle wind must whisper there, whose

breath may waft away

The burden of the heavy night, the sadness Oi

the day.

" And thou, my babe ! though bom, like me, foi

woman's weary lot,

Snule !—to that wasting of the heart, my own !

I leave thee not

;

Too bright a thing art thou to pine in aching love

away

—

Thy mother bears thee iiir, young fawn ! from

sorrow and decay.

"She bears thee to the glorious bowers where

none are heard to weep.

And where th' unkind one hath no power again

to trouble sleep

;
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And where the soul shall find its youth, as

wakening from a dream :

One moment, and that realm is ours. On, on,

dark-rolling stream !

"

JOAN OF AEG IN RHEIMS.

[* Jeanne d'Arc avait eu la Joie de voir k Chalons quelques

amis de son enfance. Una joie plus InefTable encore I'atten-

dait k Rheims, au sein de son trioinphe : Jacques d'Arc, son

pire, yse trouva, aussitftt que de troupes de Charles VII. y

lUrent entr^ ; et comme les deux fr^res de notre h($roine

I'avaient accompa;jn^, elle se vit pour un instant au milieu

de sa famille, dans les bras d'un p^re vertueux."

—

Vie de

Jtanne d'Arc.']

Thou hast a charmed oup, O Fame

!

A draught that mantles high,

And seems to Lift this earth-boro frame

Above mortality

:

Away ! to me—a woman—bring

Sweet waters from aflbction's spring

!

That was a joyous day in Rheims of old,

When peal on peal of mighty music roU'd

Forth from her throng'd cathedral ; while around,

A multitude, whose billows made no soimd,

Chain'd to a hush of wonder, though elate

With victory, listen'd at their temple's gate.

And what was done within 1 Within, the light,

Through the rich gloom of pictured windows

flowing,

Tinged with soft awfulncss a stately sight

—

The chivalry of France theirproud heads bowing

In martial vassalage ! While midst that ring.

And shadow'd by ancestral tomba, a king

Received his birth-right's crown. For this, thehymn
Swell'd out like rushing waters, and the day

With the sweet censer's misty breath grew dim.

As through long aisles it floated o'er th' array

Of arms and sweeping stoles. But who, alone

And imapproach'd, beside the altar-stone,

With the white banner forth like sunshine stream-

ing, [gleaming,

And the gold helm through clouds of fragrance

S0ent and ludiant stood ? The helm was raised.

And the fair face reveal'd, that upward gazed,

Intensely worsliipping—a still, clear face,

YouthfiU, but brightly solemn ! Woman's cheek

And brow were there, in deep devotion meek.

Yet glorified, with inspiration's trace

On its pure paleness ; while, enthroned above.

The pictured Virgin, with her smile of love,

Seem'dbendingo'erher votaress. That slight form!

Was that the leader through the battle-storm ]

Had the soft hght in that adoring eye

Quidcd the warrior where the swords flash'd high ?

'Twas so, even so!—and thou, the shepherd's child,

Joanne, the lowly dreamer of the wild 1

Never before, and never since that hour.

Hath woman, mantled with victorious power.

Stood forth as thou, beside the shrine didst stand,

Holy amidst the knighthood of the land,

And, beautiful with joy and with renown.

Lift thy white banner o'er the olden crown,

Bansom'd for France by thee I

The rites are done.

Now let the dome with trumpet-notes be shaken,

And bid the echoes of the tomb awaken.

And comethou forth, that heaven's rejoicing sun

May give thee welcome from thine own blue skies.

Daughter of victory I A triumphant strain,

A proud rich stream of warlike melodies,

Gush'd through the portals of the antique fane,

And forth she come. Then rose a nation's soimd

:

Oh ! what a power to bid the qtiick heart boimd,

The wind bears onward with the stormy cheer

Man gives to glory on her high career

!

Is there indeed such power ?—far deeper dwells

In one kind household voice, to reach the cells

Whence happiness flows forth ! The shouts that

fill'd

The hollow heaven tempestuously, were still'd

One moment ; and in that brief pause, the tone.

As of a breeze that o'er her home had blown.

Sank on the bright maid's heart. " Joanne ! "

—

Who spoke [grew

Like those whose childhood with ?ier childhood

Under one roof1 "Joanne!"

—

that murmur broke

With soimds of weeping forth ! She tum'd

—

she knew

Beside her, mark'd from all the thousands there.

In the calm beauty of his silver hair.

The stately shepherd; and the youth, whose joy.

From his dark eye flash'd proudly ; and the boy,

The yovmgest bom, that ever loved her best :

—

"Father ! and ye, my brothers !" On the breast

Of that gray sire she sank—and swiftly back.

Even in an instant, to their native track [more

Her free thoughts flow'd. She saw the pomp no

The plumes, the banners : to her cabin-door.

And to the Fairy's Fountain in the glade,'

Where her young sisters by her side had play'd.

And to her hamlet's chapel, where it rose

Hallowing the forest unto deep repose.

Her spirit tum'd. The very wood-note, sung

In early spring-time by the bird, which dwelt

' A beautiful fountain, near Domremi, believed to be

haunted by fairiea, and a bvourite iMort of Jeanne d'Arc in

her childhood.



404 RECORDS OF WOMAN.

Where o'er her father's roof the beech leaves hung,

Was in her heart ; a music heard and felt,

Winning her back to. nature. She unbound
The helm of many battles from her head,

And, with her bright locks bow'd to sweep the

ground,

Lifting her voice up, wept for joy and said

—

" Bless me, my father ! bless me ! and with thee,

To the still cabm and the beecheu tree,

Let me return
!"

Oh ! never did thine eye

Through the green haunts of happy infancy

Wander again, Joanne ! Too much of fame

Had shed its radiance on thy peasant name

;

And bought alone by gifts beyond all price

—

The trusting heart's repose, the pai-adise

Of home, with all its loves—doth fate allow

The crown of glory imto woman's brow.

PAULINE.

To die for what we love ! Oh ! there le power

In the true heart, and pride, and joy, for tliis

:

It is to live without the vaniBh'd light

That strength is needed.

" Cosi trapassa al trapassar d'un Giorno

Delia vita mortal il Here e'l verde." Tasso.

Along the starlit Seine went music swelling.

Till the air thrill'd with its exulting mirth
;

Proudly it floated, even as if no dwelling

For cares or stricken hearts were found on earth;

And a glad sound the measure lightly beat,

A happy chime of many dancing feet.

For in a palace of the land that night, [hung

;

Lamps, and fresh roses, and green leaves were
And from the painted walls, a stream of light

On flying forms beneath soft splendour flung

;

But loveliest far amidst the revel's pride

AVas one—the lady from the Danube side.^

Pauline, the meekly bright ! though now no more
Her clear eye flash'd with youth's all-tameless

glee.

Yet something holier than its dayspring wore,

There in soft rest lay beautiful to see

;

Acharm with graver, tenderer, sweetness fraught

—

The blending of deep love and matron thought.

Through the gay throng she moved, serenely fair.

And such calm joy as fills a moonlight sky

^ The Princess Pauline Schwartzenberg. The story of her

fate is beautifully related in L'AUcmagtie, vol. iii. p. 336.

Sat on her brow beneath its graceful hair.

As her young daughter in the dance went by.

With the fleet step of one that yet hath known
Smiles and kind voices in this world alone.

Lurk'd there no secret boding in her breast ?

Did no faint whisper warn of evil nighl

Such oft awake when most the heart seems blest

Midst the light laughter of festivity. [know

Whence come those tones? Alas ! enough we
To mingle fear with all triumphal show !

Who spoke of evil when young feet were flying

In fairy rings around the echoing hall ?

Soft airs through braided locks in perfume sighing.

Glad pulses beating unto music's call ?

Silence!—the minstrels pause—and hark ! a sound,

A strange quick rustling which their notes had

drown'd !

And lo ! a light upon the dancers breaking

—

Not such their clear and silvery lamps had shed 1

From the gay dream of revelry awaking.

Onemoment holdsthem still in breathless dread.

The wild fierce lustre grows : then bursts a cry

—

Firet through the hall and round it gathering

—

fly!

And forth they rush, as chased by sword and spear,

To the green coverts of the garden bowers

—

A gorgeous masque of pageantry and fear.

Startling the birds and trampling down the

flowera

:

While from the dome behind, red sparkles driven

Pierce the dark stillness of the midnight heaven.

And where is she—Pauline? The hurrying throng

Have swept her onward, as a stormy blast
'

Might sweep some faint o'erwearied bii-d along

—

Till now the threshold of that death is past.

And free she stands beneath the starry skies,

Calling her chUd—but no sweet voice replies.

" Bertha ! where art thou ? Speak ! oh ! speak, my
own !"

Alas ! unconscious of her pangs the while.

The gentle girl, in feai''s cold grasp alone,

Powerless had sunk within the blazing pile
;

A young bright form, deck'd gloriously for death.

With flowers all shrinking from the flame's fierce

breath I

Butoh ! thy strength, deeplove ! Thereisnopower

To stay the mother from that rolling grave.



JUANA. 405

Thoxigh fast ou high the fiery volumes tower,

And forth like banners from each lattice wave

:

Back, back she rushes through a host combined-
Mighty is anguish, with affection twined !

And what bold step may follow, midst the roar

Of the red billows, o'er their prey that rise

!

None !—Courage there stood still—and nevermore

Did those fair forms emerge on human eyes !

Was one bright meeting theirs, one wild farewell?

And died they heart to heart !—Oh ! who can tell?

Freshly and cloudlessly the morning broke

On that sad palace, midst its pleasure shades

;

Its painted roofs had sunk—yet black with smoke

And lonely stood its marble colonnades :

Butyester eve their shaftswith wreaths werebound.

Now lay the scene one shrivell'd scroll around !

And bore the ruins no recording trace

Of all that woman's heart had dared and done ?

Yes ! there were gems to mark its mortal place,

That forth from dust and ashes dimly shone !

Those had the mother, on her gentle breast.

Worn round her child's fair image, there at rest.

And they were all !—the tender and the true

Left this alone her sacrifice to prove,

Hallowing the spot where mirth once lightly flew,

To deep lone chasten'd thoughts of griefand love.

Oh ! we have need of patient faith below.

To clear away the mysteries of euch woe t

JUANA.

LJuana, mother of the Emperor Cliarles V. , upon the death

of her husband, Pliilip tlie Handsome of Austria, who had

treated her with uniform neglect, liad liis body bid upon a

bed of state, in a raafiniticent dress ; and being possessed with

tlie idea tliat it wouid revive, watched it for a lengtli of time,

incessantly waiting for tlie moment uf returuing life.]

It is but duat thou look'st upon. This lore.

This wild ftnd pa«8loi)U« idolatry,

What doth It in the shadow of the grave ?

Gather it back within thy lonely heart.

Bo must it ever end : too much we give

Unto the thing* that perish.

The night-wind shook the tapestry round an an.

cient palace room.

And torches, as it rose and fell, waved through the

gorgeous gloom.

And o'er a shadowy regal couch threw fitful gleams

and red.

Where a woman with long raven hair sat watching

by the dead.

Pale shone the features of the dead, yet glorious

still to see.

Like a hunter or a chief struck down while hia

heart and step were free :

No shroud he wore, no robe of death, but there

majestic lay.

Proudly and sadly glittering in royalty's array.

But she that with the dark hair watch'd by the

cold slumberer's side.

On her wan cheek no beauty dwelt, and in her

garb no pride

;

Only her full impassion'd eyes as o'er that clay

she bent,

A wildness and a tenderness in strange resplen-

dence blent.

And as the swift thoughts cross'd her sotil, like

shadows of a cloud, [aloud

;

Amidst the silent room of death the dreamer spoke

She spoke to him that could not hear, and cried,

" Thou yet wilt wake.

And learn my watchings and my tears, beloved

one 1 for thy sake.

" They told me this was death, but well I knew

it could not be ;

Fairest and stateliest of the earth ! who spoke of

death for thee f

They would have wrapp'd the ftmcral shroud thy

gallant form around,

But I forbade—and there thou art, a monarch,

robed and crown'd 1

" With all thy bright locks gleaming still, their

coronal beneath.

And thy brow so proudly beautiful—who said that

this was death ?

Silence hath been upon thy lips, and stillness

round thee long,

But the hopeful spirit in my breast is all undimm'd

and strong.

" I know thou hast not loved me yet ; I am not

fair like thee.

The very glance of whose clear eye threw roimd

a light of glee !

A frail and drooping form is mine—a cold tm-

smiling cheek

—

Oh I I have but a woman's heart wherewith thj/

heart to seek.
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" But when thou wakest, my prince, my lord ! and

hear'st how I have kept

A lonely vigil by thy side, and o'er thee pray'd

and wept—
How in one long deep dream of thee my nights

and days have past

—

Surely that hmnblo patient love mwt win back

love at last

!

And thou wilt smile—my own, my own, shall be

the sunny smile.

Which brightly fell, and joyously, on all but mo
erewhile !

No more in vain affection's thirst my weary soul

shall pine

—

Oh ! years of hope deferr'd were paid by one fond

glance of thine !

" Thoult meet me with that radiant look when

thou comest from the chase—
For me, for me, in festal halls it shall kindle o'er

thy face !

Thou'lt reck no more though beauty's gift mine

aspect may not bless

;

In thy kind eyes this deep, deep love shall give

me loveliness.

" But wake ! my heart within me bums, yet once

more to rejoice

In the sound to which it ever leap'd, the music

of thy voice.

Awake ! I sit in soHtude, that thy first look and

tone.

And the gladness of thine opening eyes, may all

be mine alone."

In the still chambers of the dust, thus pour'd forth

day by day.

The passion of that loving dream from a troubled

soul foimd way.

Until the shadows of the grave had swept o'er

every grace.

Left midst the awfulness of death on the princely

form and face.

And slowly broke the fearful truth upon the

watcher's breast.

And they bore away the royal dead with requiems

to his rest.

With banners and with knightly plumes all waving

in the wind

—

But a woman's broken hfeart was left in its lone

despair behind.

THE AMERICAN FOREST GIEL.

A ftarfVil gift upon thy heart Is laid.

Woman !—a power to suffer and to love

;

Therefore thou so canst pity.

Wildly and mournfully the Indian drum

On the deep hush of moonlight forests broke

—

" Sing us a death-song, for thine hour is come"

—

So the red warriors to their captive spoke.

Still, and amidst those dusky forms alone,

A youth, a fair-hair'd youth of England stood,

Like a king's son; though from his cheek had

flown

The mantling crimson of the island blood.

And his press'd Ups look'd marble. Fiercely bright

And high around him blazed the fires of night.

Rocking beneath the cedars to and fro,

As the wind pass'd, and with a fitful glow

Lighting the victim's face : but who could tell

Of what within his secret heart befell, [thought

Known but to heaven that hour 1 Perchance a

Of his far home then so intensely wrchight.

That its full image, pictured to his eye

On the dark ground of mortal agony.

Rose clear as day !
— and he might see the band

Of his young sisters wandering hand in hand,

Where the laburnums di'oop'd ; or haply binding

The jasmine up the door's low pillars winding

;

Or, as day closed upon their gentle mirth.

Gathering, with braided hair, around the hearth.

Where sat their mother ; and that mother's face

Its grave sweet smile yet wearing in the place

Where so it ever smiled ! Perchance the praj'er

Leam'd at her knee came back on his despair

;

The blessing from hervoice, the very tone [gone 1

Of her " Good-night" might breathe from boyhood

—He started and look'd up : thick cj-press boughs.

Full ofstrange sound, waved o'er him, darkly red

In the broad stormy firelight ; savage brows.

With tall plumes crested and wild hues o'er-

spread.

Girt him like feverish phantoms ; and pale stars

Look'd through the branches as through dungeon

bars.

Shedding no hope. He knew, he felt his doom

—

Oh ! what a tale to shadow with its gloom

That happy hall in England. Idle fear !

Would the winds tell it? Whomight dream or hear

The secret of the forests ! To the stake [strove

They bound him ; and that proud young soldier

His father's spirit in his breast to wake,

Trusting to die in silence ! He, the love

Of many hearts !—the fondly rear'd—the fair,

Gladdening all eyes to see ! And fetter'd there
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He stood beside Iuh death-pyre, and the brand

Flamed up to light it in the chieftain's hand.

He thought upon his God. Hush ! hark ! a cry

Breaks on the stem and dread solemnity

—

A step hath pierced the ring ! Who dares intrude

On the dark hunters in their rengeful mood?

A girl^a young slight girl—a fawn-like child

Of green savannas and the leafy wild,

Springing immark'd till then, as some lone flower,

Happy because the sunshine is its dower

;

Yet one that knew how eaily tears are shed.

For hcra had mourn'd a playmate-brother dead.

She had sat gazing on the victim long,

Until the pity of her soul grew strong

;

And, by its passion's deepening fervour sway'd.

Even to the stake she rush'd, and gently laid

His bright head on her bosom, and around

His form her slender arms to shield it wound
Like close Liannes ; then liaised her glittering eye,

And clear-toned voice, that said, "He shall not die
!"

" He shall not die
! "—the gloomy forest thrill'd

To that sweet sound. A sudden wonder fell

Onthe fierce throng ; andheartandhandwere still'd.

Struck down as by the whisper of a spell.

They gazed ; their dark souls bow'dbefore the maid,

She of the dancing step in wood and glade !

And, OS her cheek flush'd through its olive hue.

As her black tresses to the night-wind flow.

Something o'ermaster'd them from that young

mien

—

Something of heaven in silence felt and seen

;

And seeming, to their chUdlike faith, a token

That the Great Spirit by her voice had spoken.

They loosed the bonds that held their captive's

breath

;

From his pale lips they took the cup of death

;

They quench'd the brand beneath the cypress tree

:

"Away," they cried, "youngstranger,thouartfreel"

COSTANZA.

An thou th«n dMOlat« 7

Of frtendi, of hopes forsaken ? Come to me !

I am thine on-n. Have trusted hearts proved fiUse ?

riatt«r«rs deeeived the* ? Wanderer, come to me t

Why didst thou ever leave me ? Know'st thoa all

I would have borne, and eaU'd it jo; to iiear,

For thy sake ? Know'st thou that thy voice hath ptmsr

To shake me with a thrill of happiness

By one kind tone ?—to All mine eyes with tears

Oryearning love ? And thou—oh ! thou didst throw

That crush'd affi^ctlon back upon my heart

;

Vet come to me !— it died not.

She knelt in prayer. A stream of sunset fell

Through the stain'd window of her lonely cell.

And with its rich, deep, melancholy glow,

Flushing her cheek and pale Madonna brow.

While o'er her long hair's flowing jet it threw

Bright waves of gold— the autimin forest's hue

—

Seem'd all a vision's mist of glory, spread

By painting's touch aroimd some holy head.

Virgin's or fairest martyr's. In her eye

Which glanced as dark clear water to the sky,

ftTiat solemn fervour lived ! And yet what woe.

Lay like some buried thing, still seen below

The gla.ssy tide ! Oh ! he that could reveal

What life had taught that chasten'd heart to feel.

Might speak indeed of woman's blighted years.

And wasted love, and vainly bitter tears !

But she had told her griefs to heaven alone.

And of the gentle saint no more was known.

Thanthat she fled the world'scold breath, andmade
A temple of the pine and chestnut shade,

Filling its depths with soul, whene'er her hymn
Rose through each murmur of the green, and dim.

And ancient solitude ; where hidden streams

Went moaning through the grass, like sounds in

dreams

—

Music for weary hearts ! Midst leaves and flowers

She dwelt, and knew all secrets of their powers.

All nature's balms, wherewith her gliding tread

To the sick peasant on his lowly bed [birth

Came and brought hope ! while scarce of mortal

He deem'd the pale fair form that held on earth

Communion but with grief.

Ere long, a cell,

A rock-hewn chapel rose, a cross of stone

Gleam'dthrough the dark trees o'erasparkling well;

And a sweet voice, of rich yet mournful tone.

Told the Calabrian wilds that duly there

Costanza lifted her sad heart in prayer.

And now'twas prayer's own hour. That voice again

Through the dim foliage sent its heavenly strain.

That made the cypress quiver where it stood.

In day's last crimson soaring from the wood
Like spiry flame. But as the bright sun set.

Other and wilder sounds in tumult met [peal.

The floating song. Strange sounds !—thetrumpet's

Made hollow by the rocks ; the clash of steel

;

The rallying war-cry. In the mountain pass

There had been combat ; blood was on the grass.

Banners had strewn the waters ; chiefs lay dying.

And the pine branches crash'd before the flying.

And all was changed within the still retreat,

Costanza's home : there enter'd hurrying feet.

Dark looks of shame and sorrow—mail-clad men,

Stem fugitives from that wild battle-glen,
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Scaring the ringdoves from the porch roof, bore

A wounded warrior in. The rocky floor

Gave back deep echoes to his clanging sword,

As there they laid their leader, and implored

The sweet saint's prayers to healhim : then for flight,

Through the wide forest and the mantling night.

Sped breathlessly again. They pass'd ; but he,

The stateliest of a host—alas ! to see

Wliat mother's eyes have watch'd in rosy sleep,

Till joy, for very fulness, turn'd to weep.

Thus changed 1—a fearful thing ! His golden crest

Was shiver'd, and the bright scarf on his breast

—

Some costly love-gift—rent ; but what of these?

There were the clustering raven locks—the breeze,

As it came in through lime and myrtle flowers.

Might scarcely lift them:steep'din bloody showers.

So heavily upon the pallid clay

Of the damp cheek they hung. The eyes' dark ray.

Where was it? And the lips '—they gasp'd apart.

With their light curve, as from the chisel's art,

Still proudly beautiful ! But that white hue

—

Was it not death's?—that stillness—that cold dew
On the scarr'd forehead ? No ! his spirit broke

From its deep trance ere long, yet but awoke

To wander in wild dreams ; and there he lay.

By the fierce fever as a green reed shaken,

The haughty chief of thousands—the forsaken

Of all save one. She fled not. Day by day

—

Such hours are woman's birthright—she, unknown,

Kept watch beside him, fearless and alone

;

Binding his wounds, and oft in silence laving

His brow with tears that moum'd the strong

man's raving.

He felt them not, nor mark'd the light veil'd form

Still hovering nigh ! yet sometimes, when that

storm

Of frenzy sank, her voice, in tones as low

As a young mother's by the cradle singing.

Would soothe hira with sweet afes, gently bringing

Moments of slumber, when the fiery glow

Ebb'd from his hollow cheek.

At last faint gleams

Of memory dawn'd upon the cloud of dreams;

And feebly lifting, as a child, his head.

And gazing round him from his leafy bed.

Hemurmur'd forth, "WliereamI? What soft strain

Pass'd like a breeze across my burning brain?

Back from my youth it floated, with a tone

Of life's first music, and a thought of one

—

Where is she now? and where the gauds of pride.

Whose hollow splendour lured me from her side ?

All lost !—and this is death !—I cannot die

Without forgiveness from that mournful eye !

Away ! the earth hath lost her. Was she bom
To brook abandonment, to strive with scorn ?

My first, my holiest love !—her broken heart

Lies low, and I—unpardon'd I depart."

But then Costanza raised the shadowy veil

From her dark locks and features brightly pale.

And stood before him with a smile—oh ! ne'er

Did aught that smiled so much of sadness wear

—

And said, " Cesario ! look on me ; I Hve

To say my heart hath bled, and can forgive.

I loved thee with such worship, such deep trust,

As should be heaven's alone—and heaven is just

!

I bless thee—be at peace
!"

But o'er his frame

Too fast the strongtide rush'd—the sudden shame,

The joy, th' amaze ! He bow'd his head—it fell

On the wrong'd bosom which had loved so well

;

And love, still perfect, gave him refuge there

—

His last faint breath just waved her floating hair.

MADELINE.

A DOMESTIC TALE.

" Who should it be ?—Where shouWst thou look for kindness ?

When we are sick, where can we turn for succour ;

When we are wretched, where can we complain
;

And when the world looks cold and surly on ua.

Where can we go to meet a warmer eye

With such sure confidence as to a mother ?"—Joanna Baiuie.

"Mt child, my child, thou leavestme ! I shall hear

The gentle voice no more that blest mine ear

With its first utterance : I shall miss the sound

Of thy light step amidst the flowers around.

And thy soft-breathing hymn at twilight's close.

And thy ' Good-night ' at parting for repose.

Tinder the vine-leaves I shall sit alone.

And the low breeze will have a mournful tone

Amidst their tendrils, while I think of thee.

My child ! and thou, along the moon-light sea,

With a soft sadness haply in thy glance,

Shaltwatch thine own, thypleasant land of France,

Fading to air. Yet blessings with thee go !

Love guard thee, gentlest ! and the exile's woe

From thy young heart be far ! And sorrow not

For me, sweet daughter ! in my lonely lot,

God shall be with me. Now, farewell ! farewell I

Thou that hast been what words may never tell

Unto thy mother's bosom, since the days

^\Tien thou wert pillow'd there, and wont to raise

In sudden laughter thence thy loving eye [by

—

That still Bought mine : these moments are gone
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Thou too must go, my flower I Yet with thee dwell

The peace of God ! One, one more gaze : farewell
!

"

This was a mother's parting with her child

—

A young meok bride, on whom (iiir fortune smiled.

And woo'd her with a voice of love away

From childhood's home : yet there, with fond delay.

She linger'd on the threshold, heard the note

Of her caged bird through trellis'd rose-loaves float,

And fell upon her mother's neck and wept,

WTiilst old remembrances, tliat long had slept,

Gush'd o'er her soul, and many a vanish'd day.

As in one picture traced, before her lay.

But the farewell was said ; and on the deep,

When its breast heaved in sunset's golden sleep.

With a calm'd heart, young Madeline ere long

Pour'd forth her own sweet, solemn vesper-song.

Breathing of home. Through stillness heard afar.

And duly rising with the first pale star.

That voice was on the waters; till at last

The sounding ocean soUtudos were pass'd.

And the bright land was reach 'd, the youthful world

That glows along the West : the sails were furl'd

In its clear sunshine, and the gentle bride

Look'd on the home that promised hearts untried

A bower of bliss to come. Alas ! we trace

The map of our own paths, and long ere years

WiththeirdullstepsthebrilliantlinesefiFace, [tears!

On sweeps the storm, and blots them out with

That home was darken'd soon : the summer breeze

Welcomedwith death tlie wanderers from the seas

:

Death unto one, and anguish—how forlorn !

To her that, widow'd in her marriage mom,
Sat in her voiceless dwelling, whence with him,

Her bosom's first beloved, her friend and guide,

Joy had gone forth, and left the green earth dim,

As from tlie sun shut out on every side

By the close veil of misery. Oh ! but ill, [lieart

When with rich hopes o'erfraught, the young high

Bears its first blow ! It knows not yet the part

Which life will teach—to suS'er and be still,

And with submissive love to count the flowers

Which yet are spared,and through the future houi-s

To send no busy dream ! She had not learn'd

Of sorrow till that hour, and therefore tum'd

In weariness from life. Then came th' unrest,

The heart-sick yearning of the eiile's breast.

The haunting sounds of voices far away.

And household steps : until at last slio lay

On her lone couch of sickness, lost in dreams

Of the gay vineyards and blue rushing streams

In her own sunny land ; and murmuring oft

Familiar names, in accents wild yet soft.

To strangers round that bed, who knew not aught

Ofthedeep spellswherewith each word was fraught.

To strangers ? Oh ! could strangers raise the head

Gently as hers was raised 1 Did strangers shed

The kindly tears which bathed that feverish brow

And wasted cheek with half-unconscious flow}

Something was there that, through the lingering

night,

Outwatches patiently the taper's light

—

Somethingthatfaintsnot through theday'sdistress,

That fears not toil, that knows not weariness

—

Love, true and perfect love ! Whence came that

power,

Uprearing through the storm the drooping flower?

Whence!—whocan aski The wild delirium pass'd.

And from her eyes the spirit look'd at last

Into her mother's face, and wakening knew

The brow's calm grace, the hair's dear silvery hue,

The kind sweet smile of old !—and had she come.

Thus in life's evening from her distant home.

To save her child 1 Even so—nor yet in vain

;

In that yoxmg heart a light sprang up again.

And lovely still, with so much love to give,

Seem'd this fair world, though faded ; still to live

Was not to pine forsaken. On the breast

That rock'd her childhood, sinking in soft rest,

" Sweet mother ! gentlest mother ! can it be )"

The lorn one cried, " and do I look on thee 1

Take back thy wanderer from this fatal shore

:

j^ace shall be ours beneath our vines once more."

THE QUEEN OF PRUSSIA'S TOMB.

[** This tomb is in the garden of Charlottenburg, near

Berlin. It was not witliout surprise tliat 1 came suddenly,

among trees, upon a fair white Doric temple. I might and

should have deemed it a mere adornment of the grounds,

but the cypress and the willow declare it a habitation of the

dead. Upon a sarcophagus of white m.arble lay a sheet, and

ttie outline of the human form was plainly visible beneatti its

folds. The person with me reverently turned it back, and

displayed the stjitue of his queen. It is a portrait statue

recumbent, said to be a perfect resemblance—not as in death,

but when she lived to bless and be blessed. Nothing cin be

more adm and kind than the expression of her features. Tlie

hands are folded on the bosom ; the limbs are sufticiintly

crossed to show the repose of life. Here the king brings her

children anmrnlly, to olTcr garlands at her gnive. These

ban;; iti withered mounifuiness above this livii:g image of their

dep.arted mother."

—

.Shkrsr's NoUt and Rfjkeiiont during

a Ramble in Germani/.]

" In iwMt pride upon that insult kern

She Bmlleil ; then ilrooplng mute and brokenhearted,

To the cold comfort oftlie grave departed." Milmar.

It stands where northern willows weep,

A temple fair and lone

;
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Soft shadows o'er its marble sweep

From cypress branches thrown

;

While silently around it spread,

Thou feel'st the presence of the dead.

And what within is richly shrined J

A sculptured woman's form,

Lovely, in perfect rest reclined,

As one beyond the storm

:

Yet not of death, but sliunber, lies

The solemn sweetness on those eyes.

The folded hands, the calm pure face,

The mantle's quiet flow.

The gentle yet majestic grace

Throned on the matron brow

;

These, in that scene of tender gloom.

With a still glory robe the tomb.

There stands an eagle, at the feet

Of the fair image wrought

;

A kingly emblem—nor unmeet

To wake yet deeper thought

:

She whose high heart finds rest below,

Was royal in her birth and woe.

There are pale garlands hung above.

Of dying scent and hue

;

She was a mother—in her love

How sorrowfully true !

Oh ! hallow'd long be every leaf.

The record of her children's grief

!

She saw their birthright's warrior-crown

Of olden glory spoil'd.

The standard of their sires borne down.

The shield's bright blazon soil'd

:

She met the tempest, meekly brave.

Then tum'd o'erwearied to the grave.

She slumber'd : but it came—it came.

Her land's redeeming hour.

With the glad shout, and signal flame

Sent on from tower to tower !

Fast through the realm a spirit moved—
'Twas hers, the lofty and the loved.

Then was her name a note that rung

To rouse bold hearts from sleep

;

Her memory, as a banner flung

Forth by the Baltic deep

;

Her grief, a bitter vial pour'd

To sanctify th' avenger's sword.

And the crown'd eagle spread again

His pinion to the sun

;

And the strong land shook off its chain

—

So was the triumph won !

But woe for earth, where sorrow's tone

StiB blends with victory's !

—

She was gone !

THE MEMORIAL PILLAR

[Od the road-side, between Penrith and Appleby, stands a

small pillar, with this inscription :
—"This pillar was erected

in the year 1656, by Ann, Countess-Dowager of Pembroke,

for a memorial of her last parting, in this place, with her good

and pious mother, Margaret, Countess-Dowager of Cumber-

land, on tlie 2d April 1616."—See notes to the Pleasures of

Memorj/,'}

Mother and child ! whose blending tears

Have sanctified the place,

Where, to the love of many years.

Was given one last embrace

—

Oh ! ye have shrined a spell of power

Deep in your record of that hour !

A spell to waken solemn thought

—

A still, small imder tone,

That calls back days of childhood, fraught

With many a treasure gone

;

And smites, perchance, the hidden source.

Though long untroubled—of remorse.

For who, that gazes on the stone

Which marks your parting spot.

Who but a mother's love hath known

—

The one love changing not 1

Alas ! and haply leam'd its worth

First with the sound of " Earth to earth
!"

But thou, high-hearted daughter I thou.

O'er whose bright honour'd head

Blessings and tears of holiest flow

E'en here were fondly shed

—

Thou from the passion of thy grief.

In its full burst, couldst draw reUe£

For, oh ! though painful be th' excess.

The might wherewith it swells.

In nature's fount no bitterness

Of nature's mingling dwells

;

And thou hadst not, by wrong or pride,

Poison'd the free and healthful tide.

But didst thou meet the face no more

Which thy yoimg heart first knew ?
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And all

—

was all in this world o'er

With ties thus close and true

}

It was ! On earth no other eye

Could give thee back thiuo infancy.

No other voice could pierce the maze

Where, deep within thy breast,

The sounds and dreams of other days

With memory lay at rest

;

No other smile to thee could bring

A gladdening, like the breath of spring.

Yet, while thy place of weeping still

Its lone memorial keeps,

While on thy name, midst wood and hill.

The qmet sunshine sleeps,

And touches, in each graven line.

Of reverential thought a sign

;

Can I, while yet these tokens wear

The impress of the dead.

Think of the love embodied there

As of a vision fled

!

A perish'd thing, the joy and flower

And glory of one earthly hourl

Not so !—I will not bow me so

To thoughts that breathe despair !

A loftier faith wo need below.

Life's farewell words to bear.

Mother and child !—your tears are past—

Surely your hearts have met at last.

THE GRAVE OF A POETESS.'

I STOOD beside thy lowly grave ;

Spring odours breathed around,

And music, in the river wave,

Pass'd with a lulling sound.

All happy things that love the sun

In the bright air glanced by,

And a glad murmiir seem'd to run

Through the soft azure sky.

Fresh leaves were on the ivy bough

That fringed the ruins near

;

Young voices were abroad—but thou

Their sweetness couldst not hear.

1 " Rxtrinsio Interest has lately attached to the fine scenery

of Woodstock, nenr Kilkenny, on account of Its having been

the last residence of the author of Pnjche. Her grave Is one

of many in the churchyard of the village. The river runs

And mournful grew my heart for thee !

Thou in whose woman's mind

Tlie ray that brightens earth and sea.

The light of song, was shrined.

Mournful, that thou wert slumbering low,

With a dread curtain drawn

Between thee and the golden glow

Of this world's vernal dawn.

Parted from all the song and bloom

Thou wouldst have loved so well.

To thee the sunshine round thy tomb

Was but a broken spell.

The bird, the insect on the wing.

In their bright reckless play.

Might feel the flush and life of spring

—

And thou wort pass'd away.

But then, e'en then, a nobler thought

O'er my vain sadness came

;

Th' immortal spirit woke, and wrought

Within my thrilling frame.

Surely on lovelier things, I said.

Thou must have look'd ere now.

Than all that round our pathway shed

Odours and hues below.

The shadows of the tomb are here,

Yet beautiful is earth !

What see'st thou, then, where no dim fear.

No haunting dream hath birth 1

Here a vain love to passing flowers

Thou gavest ; but where thou art.

The sway is not with changeful hours

—

There love and death must part

Thou hast left sorrow in thy song,

A voice not loud but deep !

The gloriotis bowers of earth among.

How often didst thou weep t

Where coiildst thou fix on mortal ground

Thy tender thoughts and high 1

—

Now peace the woman's heart hath found,

And joy the poet's eye.

smoothly by. The ruins of an ancient abbey, that have been

partially converted into a church, reverently throw their

mantle of tender shadow over it."

—

Tales by Uu O'llara

Family,
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They bade her slug of her dititant huid

—

She held its lyre «'ith a trembling hand,

Till the spirit its blue skies had given her woke.

And the stream of her voice into music broke.

Faint was the strain, in its first wild flow

—

Troubled its murmur, and sad and low

;

But it swell'd into deeper power ere long.

As the breeze that swept o'er her soul grew

strong,

" They bid mo sing of thee, mine own, my sunny

land ! of thee !

Am I not parted from thy shores by the mourn-

ful-sounding sea ?

Doth not thy shadow wrap my soul 1 In silence

let me die.

In a voiceless dream of thy silvery foimts, and

thy pure, deep sapphire sky :

How should thy lyre give here its wealth ofburied

sweetness forth

—

Its tones of summer's breathings bom, to the wild

winds of the north 1

" Yet thus it shall be once, once more ! My
spirit shall awake.

And through the mists of death shine out, my
country, for thy sake !

That I may make t/iee known, with all the beauty

and the light.

And the glorj- never more to bless thy daughter's

yearning sight

!

Thy woods shall whisper in my song, thy bright

streams warble by,

Thy soul flow o'er my lips again—yet once, my
Sicily I

" There are blue heavens—far hence, far hence !

but, oh ! their glorious blue !

Its very night is beautiful with the hyacinth's

deep hue

!

It is above my own fair land, and round my
laughing home.

And arching o'er my vintage hills, they hang their

cloudless dome

;

And making all the waves as gems, that melt along

the shore.

And steeping happy hearts in joy—that now is

mine no more.

"And there are haunts in that green land—oh !

who may dream or tell

Of all the shaded loveliness it hides in grot and

dell!

By fountains flinging rainbow-spray on dark and
glossy leaves.

And bowei-8 wherein the forest-dove her nest

untroubled weaves;

The myrtle dwells there, sending roimd the rich-

ness of its breath.

And the violets gleam Uke amethysts from the

dewy moss beneath.

" And there arc floating sounds that fill the skies

through night and day—

•

Sweet sounds ! the soul to hear them faints in

dreams of heaven away
;

They wander through the olive woods, and o'er

the shining seas

—

They mingle with the orange scents that load the

sleepy breeze

;

Lute, voice, and bird are blending there,— it

were a bliss to die,

As dies a leaf, thy groves among, my fiowery Sicily

!

" / may not thus depart—ferewell ! Yet no, my
country ! no !

Is not love stronger than the grave? I feel it

must be so

!

My fleeting spirit shall o'ersweep the mountains

and the main.

And iu thy tender starlight rove, and through

thy woods again.

Its passion deepens—it prevails !—I break my
chain—I come

To dwell a viewless thing, yet blest—in thy sweet

air, my home !"

And her pale arms dropp'd the ringing lyre

—

There came a mist o'er her eye's wild fire

—

And her dark rich tresses in many a fold,

Loosed from their braids, down her bosom roU'd.

For her head sank back on the rugged wall

—

A silence fell o'er the warriors' hall

;

Shehadpour'douthersoul with hersong's lasttone

:

The lyre was broken, the minstrel gone !

IVAN THE CZAR

[" Ivan le Terrible, <?tant deji devenu vieux, as<ti^{^it Nov-

gorod. Lea Bovards, le voyant afTotbli, lui d(^iiiand^rent

s'il ne voutait pasdonner le commandenient de I'assaut a son

fiU. Sa fureur fut si grande h cette proposition, que rien ne

pQt I'appai&er ; son fils se prosterna k m» pieds; il le rcpounsa

avec un coup d'une telle violence, que deux joun apr^ le

niallieuniux en mourut. Le p^re, olora au d^wspoir, devint
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your family, attempted a planxty in order to celebrate your

daughter's perfectiona, but to no purpose. 8ome evil genius

hovers over me ; there is not a string in my harp that does

not vibrate a melancholy sound when 1 set about this task.

1 fear she Is not doomed to remain long among us ; nay,'

said he emplmtically, ' she will not survive twelve months.'

The event verified the prediction, and the young lady died

within the period limited by the unconsciously prophetic

bard."

—

Perci/ Atucdotes.']

Thy oheek too iwiftly flushes, o'er thine ej-e

The U(hts ftnd shadows come and go too flist

;

Thy tears gush forth too soon, and In thy voice

Are sounds of tenderness too passionate

For peace on eaKh ; oh .' therefore, child of song

'

'lis well thoa shoutdst depart.

A BOUND of music, from amidst tlio hills.

Came suddenly, and died ; a fitful sound

Of mirth, soon lost in wail. Again it rose.

And sank in moumfulness. There sat a bard

By a blue stream of Erin, where it swept

Flashing through rock and wood : the sunset's light

Was on his wavy, sUver-gleaming hair.

And the wind's whisper in the moimtain ash.

Whose clusters droop'd above. His head wasbow'd,

His hand was on his harp, yet thence its touch

Had drawn but broken strains : and many stood

Waiting around, in sUent earnestness,

Th' tinchaining of his soul, the gush of song

—

Many and graceful forms !—yet one alone

Seem'd present to his dream ; and she, indeed.

With her pale virgin brow, and changeful cheek,

And the clear starlight of her serious eyes.

Lovely amidst the flowing of dark locks

And pallid braiding flowers, was beautiful.

E'en painfully !—a creature to behold

With trembling midst our joy, lest aught unseen

Should waft the vision from us, leaving earth

Too dim without its brightness ! Did such fear

O'ershadow in that hour the gifted one.

By his own rushing stream ? Once more he gazed

Upon the radiant girl, and yet once more [out

From the deep chords his wandering hand brought

A few short festive notes, an opening strain

Of bridal melody, soon dash'd with grief

—

As if some waiUng spirit in the strings

Met and o'ermasterd him ; but yielding then

To the strong prophet impulse, mournfully.

Like moaning waters o'er the harp he pour'd

The trouble of his haunted soul, and sang

—

" Voice of the grave I

I hear thy thrilling call

;

It comes in the dash of the foaming wave.

In the sere leafs trembling fall

!

In the shiver of the tree,

I hear thee, thou voice !

And I would thy warning were but for mo.

That my spirit might rejoice.

"But thou art sent

For the sad earth's young and fair.

For the graceful heads that have not bent

To the wintry hand of care !

They hear the wind's low sigh,

And the river sweeping free,

And the green reeds murmuring heavily.

And the woods—but they hear not thee

!

"Long have I striven

With my deep-foreboding soul.

But the fuU tide now its botmds hath riven,

And darkly on must roll.

There's a yotmg brow smiling near.

With a bridal white-rose wreath

—

Unto me it smiles from a flowery bier,

Touoh'd solemnly by death I

" Fair art thou, Moma 1

The sadness of thine eye

Is beautiful as silvery clouds

On the dark-blue summer sky !

And thy voice comes like the sound

Of a sweet and hidden rill.

That makes the dim woods tuneful round

—

But soon it must be still 1

" Silence and dust

On thy sunny lips must lie

—

Make not the strength of love thy trust,

A stronger yet is nigh I

No strain of festal flow

That my hand for thee hath tried.

But into dirge-notes wild and low

Its ringing tones have died.

" Yotmg art thou, Moma t

Yet on thy gentle head.

Like heavy dew on the lily's leaves,

A spirit hath been shed t

And the glance is thine which sees

Through nature's awful heart

—

But bright things go with the siunmer breeze,

And thou too mtist depart 1

" Yet, shall I weep ?

I know that in thy breast

There swells a fount of song too deep.

Too powerful for thy rest

!

And the bitterness I know.

And the chill of this world's breath

—



416 MISCELLANEOUS POEMS.

Gk)

—

all vmdimm'd in thy glory, go !

Young and crown'd bride of death !

" Take hence to heaven

Thy holy thoughts and bright,

And soaring hopes, that were not given

For the touch of mortal blight

!

Might we follow in thy track.

This pai-ting should not be !

But the spring shall give us violets back.

And every flower but thee !

"

There was a burst of tears around the bard

:

All wept but one—and she serenely stood,

With her clear brow and dark religious eye

Raised to the first faint star above the hUls,

And cloudless; though it might be that her cheek

Was paler than before. So Moma hoard

The minstrel's prophecy.

And spring retum'd.

Bringing the earth her lovely things again

—

All, save the loveliest far ! A voice, a snule,

A young sweet spirit gone.

THE LADY OF THE CASTLE.

FROM THB " PORTRAIT GALLERY," AN UNFINISHED POEM.

If there be but one spot on thy name,

One e>e thou fear'st to meet, one human voice

Whose tones thou shri:.k'8t from—Woman ! veil thy face.

And Iww thy head—and die :

Thou see'st her pictured with her shining hair,

(Famed were those tresses in Proven^ song,)

Half braided, half o'er cheek and bosom fair

Let loose, and pouring sunny waves along

Her gorgeous vest. A child's light hand is roving

Midst the rich curls; and, oh! how meekly loving

Its earnest looks are lifted to the face

Which bends to meet its lip in laughing grace !

Yet that bright lady's eye. mcthinks, hath less

Of deep, and still, and pensive tenderness.

Than might beseem a mother's ; on her brow

Something too much there sits of native scora.

And her smile kindles with a conscious glow

As from the thought of sovereign beauty bom.

These may bo dreams—but how shall woman tell

Of woman's shame, and not with tears ? She fell !

That mother left that child !—went hurrj'ing by

Its cradle—haply not without a sigh.

Haply one moment o'er its rest serene

She hung. But no ! it could not thus have been.

For th-e went on I—forsook hor home, her health.

All pure affection, all sweet household mirth.

To live a gaudy and dishonour'd thing,

Sharing in guilt the splendours of a king.

Her lord, in very weariness of life,

Girt on his sword for scenes of distant strife.

He reck'd no more of glory : grief and shame

Crush'd out his fiery nature, and his name

Died silently. A shadow o'er his halls

Crept yearby year : the minstrel pass'd their walls

;

The warder'shornhung mute. Meantime the child

Onwhose first flowering thoughts no parent smiled,

A gentle girl, and yet deep-hearted, grew

Into sad youth ; for well, too well, she knew

Her mother's tale I Its memory made the sky

Seem all too joyous for her shrinking eye

;

Check'd on her lip the flow of song, which fain

Would there have linger'd ; flush'd hercheek to pain,

If met by sudden glance ; and gave a tone

Of sorrow, as for something lovely gone.

E'en to the spring's glad voice. Her own was low

And plaintive. Oh 1 there lie such depths of woe

In a young blighted spirit ! Manhood rears

A haughty brow, and age has done with tears

;

But youth bows down to miseiy, in amaze

At the dark cloud o'ermantling its fresh days ;

—

And thus it was with her. A mom-nful sight

In one so fair—for she indeed was fair

;

Not with her mother's dazzling eyes of light—

Hers were more shadowy, full of thought and

prayer.

And with long lashes o'er a wliite-rose cheek

Drooping in gloom, yet tender still and meek.

Still that fond child's—and oh ! the brow above

So pale and pure ! so form'd for holy love

To gaze upon in silence ! But she felt

Thatlove was not for her, though hearts wouldmelt

Where'er she moved, and reverence mutely given

Went with her ; and low prayers, that call'd on

heaven

To bless the young Isaure.

One sunny mom
With alms before her castle-gate she stood.

Midst peasant groups : when, breathless and o'cr-

wom.
And shrouded in long weeds of widowhood,

A stranger through them broke. The orphan maid.

With her sweet voice and proff'er'd hand of aid,

Tum'd to give welcome ; but a wild sad look

Met hers—a gaze that all her spirit shook

;

And that pale woman, suddenly subdued

By some strong passion, in its gushing mood.

J
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Knelt at her feet, imd bathed them with such teara

As rain the hoarded agonies of years [prcss'd

From the heart's uni ; and with her white Ups

Tlie ground they trod ; then, burying in her rest

Her brow's deep flush, sobb'd out
—"0 undefiledl

I am thy mother—spurn mo not, my child !

"

Isauro had pray'd for that lost mother ; wept

O'er her stain'd memory, while the happy slept

In the hush'd midnight; stood with mournfulgaze

Before yon picture's smile of other days,

But never breathed in human ear the name

Wliich weigh'd her being to the eai'th with shame.

What maivel if the anguish, the surpiiso,

The dark remembrauces, the alter'd guise,

Awhile o'erpower'd her ? From the weeper's touch

She shrank
—

'twas but a moment—yet too much

For that all-humbled one ; its mortal stroke

Came down Uke lightning, and her full heart broke

At once in silence. Heavily and prone

She sank, while o'er her castle's threshold stone,

Those long fair tresses

—

tkey still brightly wore

Their early pride, though bound with pearls no

more

—

Burstmg their fillet, in sad beauty roH'd,

And swept the dust with coils of wavy gold.

Her child bent o'erher—cali'dher: 'twastoo late

—

Dead lay the wanderer at her own proud gate !

The joy of courts, the star of knight and bard

—

How didst thou fall, brighthair'd Ermengarde !

THE MOURNER FOR THE BARMECIDES.

" O good old man ! how well In thee appear*

The con"tant servico of the antique world !

Thou art not for the (uhion of theae timea."

As You Lixa It.

Fallbh* was the house of Giafar ; and its name,

The high romantic name of Barmecide,

A sound forbidden on its ovm bright shores.

By the swift Tigris' wave. Stem Haroun's -wrath,

Sweeping the mighty with their fame away,

Had so pass'd sentence ; but man's chainloss heart

Hides that within its depths which never yet

Th' oppressor's thought could reach.

'Twas desolate

Where Giafar's halls, beneath the burning sun.

Spread out in ruin lay. The songs had ceased
;

The lights, the perfumes, and the genii tales

Had ceased ; the guests were gone. Yet still one

voice [courts,

Was there—the fountain's ; through those Eastern

Over the broken maible and the grass.

Its low clear music shedding mournfully.

And still another voice ! An aged man.

Yet with a dark and fei-vcut eye beneath

His silvery hair, came day by day, and sate

On a white column's fragment ; and drew forth.

From the forsaken walls and dim arcades,

A tone that shook them with its answering thrill.

To his deep accents. Many a glorious tale

He told that sad yet stately solitude,

Pouring his memory's fulness o'er its gloom.

Like waters in the waste ; and calling up.

By song or high recital of their deeds.

Bright solemn shadows of its vanish'd race

To people their own halls : with these alone,

In all this rich and breathing world, his thoughts

Held still unbroken converee. He had been

Rear'd in this lordly dwelling, and was now
The ivy of its ruins, unto which

His fading life seem'd bound. Day roll'd on day,

And from that scene the loneliness was fled

;

For crowds around the gray-hair'd chronicler

Met as men meet, within whose anxious hearts

Fear with deep feeling strives ; till, as a breeze

Wanders through forest branches, and is met

By one quick sound and shiver of the leaves.

The spirit of his passionate lament.

As through their stricken souls it pass'd, awoke

One echoing murmur. But this might not be

Under a despot's rule, and, summon'd thence.

The dreamer stood before the CaUph's throne :

Sentenced to death he stood, and deeply pale.

And with his white lips rigidly compress'd

;

Till, in submissive tones, he ask'd to speak

Once more, ere thrust from earth's fair sunshine

forth.

Was it to sue for grace ! His burning heart

Sprang, with a sudden lightning, to his eye,

And ho was changed 1—and thus, in rapid words,

Th' o'ermastering thoughts, more strong than

death, found way :

—

" And shall I not rejoice to go, when the noble

and the brave.

With the glory on their brows, are gone before me
to the grave

!

What is there left to look on now, what brightness

in the land 1

I hold in scorn the faded world, that wants their

princely band !
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My sou ! oh, call these orphans thine !

—

Thou hast no brother now

!

"What I from their gentle eyes doth naught

Speak of thy childhood's hours,

And smite thee vdth a tender thought

Of thy dead father's towers 1

Kind was thy boyish heart and true,

When rear'd together there.

Through the old woods like fawns ye flew

—

Where is thy brother—where

!

" Well didst thou love him then, and he

Still at thy side was seen !

How is it that such things can be

As though they ne'er had been ?

Evil was this world's breath, which came
Between the good and brave !

Now must the tears of grief and shame

Be offer'd to the grave.

" And let them, let them there be pour'd !

Though all unfelt below^
Thine own wrung heart, to love restored.

Shall soften as they flow.

Oh ! death is mighty to make peace
;

Now bid his work be done 1

So many an inward strife shall cease-

Take, take these babes, my son !

"

His eye was dimm'd—the strong man shook

With feelings long suppress'd
;

Up in his arms the boys he took.

And strain'd them to his breast.

And a shout from all in the royal hall

Burst forth to haU the sight

;

And eyes were wet midst the brave that met
At the Kaiser's feast that night.

TASSO AND HIS SISTER.

"Devant voua est Sorrente
; la demeuroSt la soeur de Tasse, quanii

11 Vint en pelerin demander a cette obscure amie un asyle centre I'in-

justice des princes— Sea longues douleurs avaient prcsque egare sa
raison ; il ne lui restoit plus que son genie."—Cobinnb.

She sat, where on each wind that sigh'd

The citron's breath went by,

While the red gold of eventide

Bum'd in the Italian sky.

Her bower was one where daylight's close

Full oft sweet laughter found,

As thence the voice of childhood rose

To the high vineyards round.

But still and thoughtful at her knee

Her children stood that hour.

Their biu^ts of song and dancing glee

Hush'd as by words of power.

With bright fix'd wondering eyes, that gazed

Up to their mother's face.

With brows through parted ringlets raised,

They stood in silent grace.

WTiile she—yet something o'er her look

Of moumfulness was spread

—

Forth from a poet's magic book

The glorious numbers read

;

The proud undying lay, which pour'd

Its hght on evil years

;

Sis of the gifted pen and sword,'

The triumph, and the tears.

She read of fair Emainia's flight.

Which Venice once might hear

Sung on her glittering seas at night

By many a gondolier :

Of him she read, who broke the charm

That wrapt the myrtle grove

;

Of Godfrey's deeds, of Tancred's arm,

That slew his Paynim love.

Young cheeks aroimd that bright page glow'd,

Young holy hearts were stirr'd ;

And the meek tears of woman flow'd

Fast o'er each burning word.

And sounds of breeze, and fount, and leaf.

Came sweet, each pause between,

When a strange voice of sudden grief

Burst on the gentle scene.

The mother tum'd—a way-worn man,

In pilgiim garb, stood nigh.

Of stately mien, yet wild and wan.

Of proud yet mournful eye.

But drops which would not stay for pride

From that dark eye gush'd free.

As pressing his pale brow, he cried,

" Forgotten ! e'en by thee !

" Am I so changed ?—and yet we two

Oft hand in hand have play'd ;

This brow hath been all bathed in dew
From wreaths which thou hast made

;

^ It is scarcely necessary to recall tlie well-known Italian say-

ing, that Tasso, with his swordand pen, was superior to all men.
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Yet take me to thy rest

!

There dwells no fear with love

;

Let me slumber on thy breaat.

While the billow rolls above !

Where the long-lost things lie hid, whei-e the

bright ones have their home,

We will sleep among the ocean's dead. Stay for

me, stay !—I come !"

There was a sullen plunge below,

A flashing on the main

;

And the wave shut o'er that wild heart's woe—
Shut, and grew still again.

TO WORDSWORTH.

Thine is a strain to read among the hills,

The old and full of voices,—by the source [fills

Of some free stream, whose gladdening presence

The solitude with sound ; for in its course

Even such is thy deep song, that seems a part

Of those high scenes, a fountain from their heart.

Or its calm spirit fitly may be taken

To the still breast in sunny garden bowers,

Where vernal winds each tree's low tones awaken,

And bud and bell with changes mark the hours.

There let thy thoughts be with me, while the day

Sinks with a golden and serene decay.

Or by some hearth where happy feces meet,

When night hath hush'd the woods with all their

birds.

There, from some gentle voice, that lay were sweet

As antique music, link'd with household words

;

While in pleasedmurmurs woman's lip might move,

And the raised eye of childhood shine in love.

Or where the shadows of dark solemn yews

Brood silently o'er some lone burial-ground,

Thy verse hath power that brightly might difiuse

A breath, a kindUng, as of spring, around

;

From its own glow of hope and courage high.

And steadfast faith's victorious constancy.

True bard and holy !—thou art e'en as one

Who, by some secret gift of soul or eye.

In every spot beneath the smiling sun.

Sees where the spmigs of living waters lie :

Unseen awhile they sleep—till, touch'd by thee,

Bright healthful waves flow forth, to each glad

wanderer free.

[These verses, addressed ** To the Author of the Excursion

and the Lyrical Ballads," first appeared iu the Literary Mag-

tiet for April 1826—a clever and tasteful periodical at that

time conducted by Mr Alaric A. Walts—who appended to it

the following complimeutary editorial not« :

—

" We have much pleasure in presenting to our readers this

exquisite address to the poet Wordsworth, with which we have

been kindly favoured by its distinguished author. Those who

are acquainted with Mr W.'s writings, will readily feel and

appreciate the truth and beauty of the tribute."

The same little poem was afterwards inclosed by Mrs

Hemans in one of her letters to her accomplished and deeply

attached friend, Miss Jewsbury—at whose recommendation

the writings of the great poet of the Lakes had become an

earnest study with our author, and with what advantage, her

compositions subsequent to this time sufficiently testify. In

the letter referred to, Mrs Ilemans seems proud to avow these

obligations.

*' The inclosed lines," she says—" an effusion of deep and

sincere admiration—will give you some idea of the enjoyment,

and I hope I may say advantage, which you have been the

means of imparting, by so kindly intrusting me with your

precious copy of Wordsworth's Miscellaneous Poems. It lias

opened to me such a treasure of thought and feeling, that I

shall always associate your name with some of my pleasantest

recollections, as having introduced me to the knowledge of

what I can OTily regret should have been so long a ' Yarrow

unvisited.* I would not write to you sooner, because I wished

to tell you that I had really studied these poems, and they

have been the daily food of my mind ever since I borrowed

them. There is hardly any scene of a happy, though serious,

domestic life, or any mood of a reflective mind, with the spirit

of which some one or other of them does not beautifully har-

monise. This author is the true poet of home, and of all the

lofty feelings which have their root in the soil of home affec-

tions. His fine sonnets to Liberty, and indeed all his pieces

which have any reference to political interest, remind me of

the spirit in which Schiller has conceived the character of

William Tell—a calm, single-hearted herdsman of the hills,

breaking forth into fiery and uidignant eloquence when the

sanctity of his hearth is hivaded. Then what power Words-

worth condenses into single lines, like Lord Byron's * curd-

ling a long life into one hour !

*

' The still, sad maslc of humanity*

—

* The river glideth at hia own sweet wilV

—

Over hU own sweet voice the stock-dove brood^s"

—

and a tliousand others, which we must some time (and I hop©

not a very distant one) talk over together. Many of these

lines quite haunt me : and I have a strange feeling, as if I

must have known them in my childhood ; they come over me
so like old melodies. I can hardly speak of favourites among

so many things that delight me ; but I think ' The Narrow

Glen,' the * Lines on Corra Linn,' the ' Song for the Feast of

Brougham Castle,' * Yarrow Visited,' and ' The Cuckoo,' are

among those which take hold of imagination the soonest, and

recur most frequently to memory.

** I know not how I can have so long omitted to mention

the Ecclciiastkal Skctc/ifs, which I have read, and do con-

stantly rend, with deep interest. Their beauty grows ujwn

you, and develops as you study it, like that of the old pictures

by the Italian masters."]
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THE RELEASE OF TASSO.

There came a bard to Rome; he brought a

lyre

Of sounds to peal through Rome's triumphant

sky.

To mourn a hero on his funeral pyre.

Or greet a conqueror with its war-notes high ;

For on each chord had fallen the gift of fire,

The living breath of Power and Victory,

—

Yet he, its lord, the sovereign city's guest,

Sighed but to flee away and be at rest.

He brought a spirit whose ethereal bii'th

Was of the loftiest, and whose haunts had

been

Amidst the mai-vels and the pomps of earth,

Wild fairy bowers, and groves of deathless

green.

And fields where mail-clad bosoms prove their

worth,

When flashing swords light up the stormy

scene:

He brought a weary heai-t, a wasted frame,

—

The Child of Visions from a dungeon came.

On the blue watei-s, as in joy they sweep,

With starlight floating o'er their swells and

falls—

On the blue waters of the Adrian deep

His numbers had been sung ; and in the halls.

Where, through rich foliage if a sunbeam peep,

It seems Heaven's wakening to the sculptur'd

walls,

Had princes listened to those lofty strains.

While the high soul they burst from pined in

chains.

And in the summer gardens, where the spray

Of founts, far glancing from their marble bed.

Rains on the flowering myrtles in its play.

And the sweet limes, and glassy leaves that

spread

Round the deep golden citrons, o'er his lay

Dark eyes, dark soft Italian eyes, had shed

Warm tears, fast glittering in that sun whose

light

Was a forbidden glory to his sight.

Oh ! if it be that wizard sign, and spell,

And talisman, had power of old to bind,

In the dark chambers of some cavern-cell,

Or knotted oak, the spirits of the wind,

Things of the lightning-pinion, wont to dwell

High o'er the reach of eagles, and to find

Joy in the rush of storms,—oven such a doom

Was that high minstrel's in his dungeon-gloom.

But he was free at last !—the glorious land

Of the white Alps and pine-ci-own'd Apennines,

Along whose shore the sapphire seas expand.

And the wastes teem with myrtle, and the

shrines

Of long- forgotten Gods from Nature's hand

Receive bright ofi"erings still—with all its vines,

And rocks, and ruins, clear before him lay ;

—

The seal was taken from the founts of day.

The winds came o'er his cheek—the soft winds,

blending

All summer-sounds and odours in their sigh

;

The orange-groves waved round ; the hills were

sending

Their bright streams down ; the free birds darting

by,

And the blue festal heavens above him bending,

As if to fold a world where none could die.

And who was he that looked upon these things 1

—If but of earth, yet one whose thoughts were

wings

To bear him o'er creation ; and whose mind

Was an air harp, awakening to the sway

Of sunny Nature's breathings unconfined,

With all the mystic harmonies that lay

Far in the slumber of its chords enshrined.

Till the light breeze went thrilling on its way.

—There was no sound that wandered through

the sky.

But told him secrets in its melody.

Was the deep forest lonely unto him.

With all its whispering leaves 1 Each dell and

glade

Teemed with such forms as on the moss-clad

brim

Of fountains, in their sparry grottoes, played.

Seen by the Greek of yore through twilight

dim.

Or misty noontide in the laurel shade.

—There is no solitude on earth so deep

As that where man decrees that man should

weep !

But, oh ! the life in Nature's green domains,

The breathing sense of joy ! where flowers are

springing
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By starry thousands on the slopes and plains,

And the grey rocks— and all the arched woods

ringing,

And the young branches trembling to the strains

Of wild-born creatures, through the siuishine

winging

Their fearless flight,—and sylvan echoes round.

Mingling all tones to one ^olian sound.

And the glad voice, the laughing voice of streams.

And the low cadence of the silvery sea.

And reed-notes from the mountains, and the

beams

Of the warm sun— all these are for the free !

And they were his once more, the bard whose

dreams

Their spirit still had haunted. Could it be

That he had borne the chain t Oh ! who shall

dare

To say how much Man's heart uncrushed may

bear]

So deep a root hath hope ! but woe for this

Our frail mortality, that auglit so bright.

So almost burthened with excess of bliss.

As the rich hour which back to summer's light

Calls the worn captive, with the gentle kiss

Of winds, and gush of waters, and the sight

Of the green earth, must so be bought with

years

Of the heart's fever, parching up its tears,

And feeding, a slow ^re, on all its powers.

Until the boon for which we gasp in vain,

If hardly won at length, too late made ours,

When the soul's wing is broken, comes like rain

Withheld till evening, on the stately flowers

Wliich withered in the noontide, ne'er again

To lift their heads in glory. So doth Earth

Breathe on her gifts, and melt away their worth.

The sailor dies in sight of that green shore,

Whose fields, in slumbering beauty, seemed to lie

On the deep's foam, amidst its hollow roar

Called up to sunlight by his fantasy.

And when the shining desert-mists that wore

The lake'sbrigh t semblan ce,have been all piiss'd b}'.

The pilgrim sinks beside the fountain wave.

Which dashes from its rock, too late to save.

Or if we live, if that too dearly bought,

And made too precious by long hopes and fears.

Remain our own—love, dar'sened and o'erwrought

By memory of privation—love, which wears

And casts o'er life a troubled hue of thought,

Becomes the shadow of our closing years.

Making it almost misery to possess

Aught watched with such unquiet tenderness.

Such unto him, the Bard, the worn and wild,

And sick with hope deferred, from whom the sky

With all its clouds in burning glory piled.

Had been shut out by long captivity.

Such freedom was to Tasso. As a child

Is to the mother, whose foreboding eye

In its too radiant glance from day to day.

Reads that which calls the brightest first away.

And he became a wanderer—in whose breast

Wild fear which, e'en when every sense doth sleep.

Clings to the burning heart, a wakeful guest.

Sat brooding as a spirit, raised to keep

Its gloomy vigil of intense unrest

O'er treasures burthening life, and buried deep

In cavern-tomb, and sought through shades and

stealth,

By some pale mortal, trembling at his wealth.

But woe for those who trample o'er a mind !

A deathless thing ! They know not what they do.

Nor what they deal with. Man perchance may
bind

The flower his step hath bruised ; or light anew

The torch he quenches ; or to music wind

Again the lyre-string from his touch that flew ;

—

But for the soul !—oh ! tremble, and beware

To lay rude hands upon God's mysteries i/iere I

For blindness wraps that world- our touch may
turn

Some balance fearfully and darkly hung ;

Or put out some bright spark whose ray should

bum
To point the way a thousand rocks among

;

Or break some subtle chain which none discern.

Though binding down the terrible, the strong,

Th" o'ersweeping passions, which to loose on life

Is to set free the elements for strife.

Who then to power and glory shall restore

That which our evil rashness hath undone 1

Who unto mystic harmony once more

Attune those viewless chords1— There is but One

!

He that through dust the stream of life can pour,

The Mighty and the Merciful alone.

—Yet oft His paths have midnight for their

shade

—

He leaves to Man the ruin Man hath made.
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A MONARCH'S DEATH-BED.

[The Emperor Albert of Hapsbiirff. who was assassinated

by his nephew, afterwards called John the Parricide, was

left to die by the wayside, and only supported in his lost

moments by a female peasant, who happened to be passing.}

A MONARCH ou his deathbed lay

—

Did censers waft perfume.

And soft lamps pour their silvery ray,

Througli his proud chamber's gloom 1

He lay upon a greensward bed,

Beneath a darkening sky

—

A lone tree waving o'er his head,

A swift stream rolling by.

Had he then fallen as warriors fall.

Where spear strikes fire with spear)

Was there a banner for his pall,

A buckler for his bier 1

Not so—nor cloven shields nor helms

Had strewn the bloody sod.

Where he, the helpless lord of realms,

Yielded his soul to God.

Were there not friends with words of cheer,

And princely vassals nigh t

And priests, the crucifix to rear

Before the glazing eye 1

A peasant girl that royal head

Upon her bosom laid.

And, shrinking not for woman's dread.

The face of death survey'd.

Alone she sat : from hill and wood

Red sank the mournful sun

;

Fa.st gush'd the fount of noble blood

—

Treason its worst had done.

With her long hair she vainly press'd

The wounds, to stanch their tide

—

Unknown, on that meek humble breast.

Imperial Albei-t died

!

TO THE MEMORY OF HEBER.

" Umik Id tsota glorl»."—r«T»AKCR,

If it be'Bad to speak of treasures gone,

Of sainted genius call'd too soon away.

Of light from this world taken, while it shone

Yet kindling onward to the perfect day

—

How shall our grief, if mournful these things be.

Flow forth, thou of many gifts ! for thee ?

Hath not thy voice been here amongst us beard 1

And that deep soul of gentleness and power,

Have we not felt its breath in every word

Wont from thy lip as Hermon's dew to shower

!

Yes ! in our hearts thy fervent thoughts have

bum'd

—

Of heaven they were, and thither have retum'd.

How shall we mourn thee t With a lofty trust.

Our life's immortal birthright from above !

With a glad faith, whose eye, to track the just,

Through shades and myisteries lifts a glance of

love.

And yet can weep !—for nature thus deplores

The friendthatleaves us,though forhappier shores.

And one high tone of triumph o'er thy bier.

One strain of solemn rapture, bo allow'd !

Thou, that rejoicing on thy mid career.

Not to decay, but unto death hast bow'd.

In those bright regions of the rising sun.

Where victory ne'er a crown like thine had won.

Praise ! for yet one more namewith power cndow'd

To cheer and guide us, onward as we press

;

Yet one more image on the heart bestow'd

To dwell there, beautiful in holiness !

Thine, Heber, thine ! whose memory from the dead

Shines as the star which to the Saviour led !

THE ADOPTED CHILD.
I

" Wht wouldst thou leave me, gentle child 1

Thy home on the mountain is bleak and wild,

A straw-roofd cabin, with lowly wall

—

Mine is a fair and a pillar'd hall.

Where many an image of marble gleams.

And the svmshine of picture for ever streams."

" Oh ! green is the turf where my brothers play.

Through the long bright hours of the summer day;

They find the red cup-moss where they climb.

And they chase the bee o'er the scented thyme.

And the rocks where the heath-flower blooms they

know—

•

Lady, kind lady ! oh, let me go 1"

" Content thee, boy ! in my bower to dwell

—

Here are sweet sounds wliich thou lovest well

;

Flutes on the air in the stilly noon.

Harps which the wandering breezes tune,
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And the silvery wood-note of many a bird

Whose voice was ne'er in thy mountains heard."

" Oh ! my mother sings, at the twilight's fall,

A Bong of the hills far more sweet than all

;

She sings it under our own green tree

To the babe half slumbering on her knee :

I dreamt last night of that music low

—

Lady, kind lady ! oh, let me go
!

"

" Thy mother is gone, from her cares to rest

—

She hath taken the babe on her qmet breast

;

Thou wouldstmeet her footstep, my boy ! no more.

Nor hear the song at the cabin door.

Come thou with me to the vineyards nigh,

And well pluck the grapes of the richest dye."

" Is my mother gone from her home away ?

But I know that my brothers are there at play

—

I know they are gathering the foxglove's bell,

Or the long fern-leaves by the sparkling well

;

Ortheylaunch theirboatswhere the bright streams

flow—

•

Lady, kind lady ! oh, let me go !

"

"Fair child ! thy brothers are wanderers now.

They sport no more on the moimtain's brow

;

They have left the fern by the spring's green side,

And the streams where the fairy barks were tried.

Be thou at peace in thy brighter lot.

For thy cabin home is a lonely spot."

"Are they gone, all gone from the sunny hill !

—

But the bird and the blue-fly rove o'er it still

;

And the red-deer boimd in their gladness free.

And the heath is bent by the singing bee.

And the waters leap, and the fresh winds blow

—

Lady, kind lady ! oh, let me go
!"

INVOCATION.

" I cali'd on dre&me and viflions, to disclose

That which is veil'd fWim waking thought ; coloured

Eternity, as men constrain a ghost

To appear and answer." WoRDSwoarH.

Answer me, burning stars of night

!

Where is the spirit gone.

That past the reach of human sight

As a swift breeze hath flown 1

And the stars answer'd me—" We roll

In light and power on high

;

But, of the never-dying soul,

Ask that which cannot die."

many-toned and chaiuless wind 1

Thou art a wanderer free

;

Tell me if thou its place canst find.

Far over mount and sea 1

And the wind murmur'd in reply

—

" The blue deep I have cross'd,

And mot its barks and billows high,

But not what thou hast lost."

Ye clouds that gorgeously repose

Around the setting sun.

Answer ! have ye a home for those

Whose earthly race is run 1

The bright clouds answer'd—" We depart.

We vanish from the sky

;

Ask what is deathless in thy heart.

For that which cannot die."

Speak then, thou voice of God within.

Thou of the deep low tone !

Answer me, through life's restless din

—

WTiere is the spirit flown 1

And the voice answer'd—" Be thou still

!

Enough to know is given

:

Clouds, winds, and stars their part fulfil

—

Tliit)£ is, to trust in Heaven."

KORNER AND HIS SISTER.

[*' Charles Theodore Kfirner, the celebrated young German

poet and soldier, was killed in a skirmish with a detachment

of French troops on the 20th of August 1813, a few hours

after the composition of his popular piece, The Stcord-SoTuj.

He was buried at the village of Wabbelin in Mecklenburg,

under a beautiful oak, in a recess of which he had frequently

deposited verses composed by him while campaigning in its

vicinity. The monument erected to his memory is of cast-

iron ; and the upper part is wrought into a \yre and sword, a

favourite emblem of Korner's, from which one of his works

had been entitled. Near the grave of the poet is that of his

only sister, who died of grief for his loss, having only survived

him long enough to complete his portrait and a drawing of

his burial-place. Over the gate of the cemetery is engraved

one of Ilia own lines :

—

* Verglss die treuen Todten nicht.'

(Forget not the faithful dead.)

"

— See Richardson's Translation uf Karner's Life and

Works, and Downk's Lettersfrom ilcckjki^burg.\

Green wave the oak for ever o'er thy rest.

Thou that beneath its crowning foliage sleepest,

And, in the stillness of thy country's breast.

Thy place of memoiy as an altar keepest ;

Brightly thy spirit o'er her hills was potir'd,

Thou of the Lyre and Sword !
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Rest, bard ! rest, soldier ! By the father's hand

Hero shall tho child of after years bo led,

With his wTcath-oflfcring Bilcntly to stand

In the hush'd presence of the glorious dead

—

Soldier and bard ! for thou thy path hast trod

With freedom and with God.

The oak waved proudly o'er thy burial rite,

On thy crown'd bier to slumber warriors bore

thee,

And with true hearts thy brethren of the fight

Wept as they veil'd their drooping banners o'er

thee;

And the deep guns with rolling peal gave token

That Lyre and Sword were broken.

Thou hast a hero's tomb : a lowlier bed

Is hers, the gentle girl beside thee lying

—

The gentle girl that bow'd her fair young head

When thou wcrt gone, in silent sorrow dying.

Brother, true friend ! the tender and the bravo !

—

She pined to share thy grave.

Fame was thy gift from others ;—but for hei%

To whom tho wide world held that only spot,

She loved thee !—lovely in your lives ye were.

And in your early deaths divided not.

ThfU hast thine oak, thy trophy,—what hath she?

Her own bless'd place by thee !

It was thy spirit, brother ! which had made

The bright earth glorious to her youthful eye.

Since first in childhood midst the vines )'e play'd.

And sent glad singing through the free blue sky.

Ye were but two—and when that spirit pass'd.

Woe to the one, the last

!

Woe, yet not long ! She linger'd but to trace

Thine image from the image in her breast—

•

Once, once again to see that buried face

But smile upon her, ere she went to rest.

Too sad a smile ! its living light was o'er

—

It answer'd hers no more.

Tho earth grew silent when thy voice departed,

The home too lonely whence thy step had fled;

^ The foIIowinR lines, addressed to the author of the

above, by the venerable father of KOrner, who, with tlie

motlier, survived tlie '* Lyre, Sword, and Flower," liere

commemorated, may not be uninteresting to tlie German

render :

—

" Wohllaut tont aus tier Feme Ton freundllehen Lnften fcetrafcen,

Schmelrhelt mit lindomder Kraft Blrh In der Traiiernden Ohr,

StArkt den erhebonitcn Glauben an lolcher leelen VerwandKhaft,

Die' Eura Tcmpel die bruit nur (Ur dna Wurdige welhn.

What thou was left for her the faithful-hearted 1

Death, death, to still tho yearning for tho dead I

Softly she perish'd : be the Flower deplored

Here with the Lyre and Sword !

Have yo not met ere now 1—so let those trust

That meet for moments but to part for years

—

That weep, watch, pray, to hold back dust from

dust

—

That love, where love is but a fount of tears.

Brother ! sweet sister ! peace around ye dwell

:

Lyre, Sword, and Flower, farewell 1

'

THE DEATH-DAY OF KORNEK"

A SONO for the death-day of the brave

—

A song of pride !

The youth went down to a hero's grave,

With the sword, his bride.'

He went, with his noble heart unworn.

And pure, and high

—

An eagle stooping from clouds of mom.
Only to die.

He went with the lyre, whose lofty tone

Beneath his hand

Had thrill'd to the name of his God alone

And his fatherland.

And with all his glorious feelings yet

In their first glow,

Like a southern stream that no frost hath met
To chain its flow.

A song for the death-day of the brave

—

A song of pride !

For him that went to a hero's grave,

With the sword, his bride.

He hath left a voice in his tnmipet lays

To turn the flight,

And a guiding spirit for after days.

Like a watch-fire's light.

Ana dem Lande zu dem ilcli tieta der gthytrtt Jungling
tlingezogen gctah\t, wird ilim ein glazender I.oiin.

Heil dem Drittitctien Volke, wenn ihm daa Deutsche nieht fremd let

!

Ut)er Lander und Meer reichen aich be>de die Hand."

THaotxm Koknuk'* VArra.

^ On reading part of a letter from Kflmer's father, ad-

dressed to Mr Riciiardson, tlie translator of his works, in

wliidi he speulvs of " Tlie Death-day of liis son."

* See Tfie Sicord Soitg, composed on the morninKOfhis death
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And a grief in liis father's BOul to rest,

Midst all high thought

;

And a memory unto his mother's breast.

With heaUng fraught.

And a name and fame above the bUght

Of earthly breath,

Beautiful—beautiful and bright,

In life and death !

A song for the death-day of the brave

—

A song of pride !

For him that went to a hero's grave.

With the sword, his bride !

[As the great German writers at this time, and ever after-

wards, exerted a great influence over themind of MrsIIemans,

it may please the reader to know, on the authority of her

sister, tlie degrees of estimation in wliich slie held some of

these. We quote from the Memoir, p. 54-8.

*' Slie in general preferred the writings of Schiller to those

of Goetlie, and could for ever find fresh beauties in Wallcn-

ttein, with which she was equally familiar in its eloquent ori-

ginal, and in Coleridge's magniticent translation, or, as it

may truly be called, transfusion. Those most conversant

with her literary tastes, will remember her almost actual

relation-like love for the characters of Max and Thekla, whom,

like many other ' beings of the mind,' she had learned to con-

sider as friends ; and her constant quotations of certain pas-

sages from this noble tragedy, which peculiarly accorded with

her own views and feelings. In the Stimmen <kr Volher in

Liedcr of Herder, she found a rich store of thoughts and sug-

gestions ; and it was this work which inspired her with the

idea of her own * Lays of Many Lands,* most of which

appeared originally in the A'ttc Monthly Magazine, then edited

by Mr Campbell. She also took great delight in the dreamy

beauties of Novalis and Tieck, and in what has been gracefully

characterised by Mr Chorley, as the * moonlight tenderness
'

cf Oehlenschliiger. Of the works of the latter, her especial

favourite was Corcpgio ; and of Tieck, Sternhald's Wandc-

rungen, which she often made her out-of-doors companion.

It was always an especial mark of her love for a book, and of

her considering it true to nature, and to the best wisdom of

the heart,! when she promoted it to the hst of those with

which she would ' take sweet counsel * amidst the woods and

fields.

'• But, amongst all these names of power, none awakened

a more lively interest in her mind, than that of the noble-

hearted KOrner, the young soldier-bard, who, in the words

of Professor Bouterwek, ' would have become a distinguished

tragic poet, had he not met with the still more glorious fate of

falling on the field of battle, while figliting for the deliverance

of Germany.' The stirring events of his life, the heroism of

his early death, and the beautiful tie which subsisted between

him and his only sister, whose fate was so touchingly bound

up with his own, formed a romance of real life which could

not fail to excite feelings of the warmest enthusiasm in a

bosom so ready as hers to respond to all things high and

holy. The lyric of ' The Grave of Korner,' is, perhaps, one

of the most impressive Mrs Hemans ever wrote. Her whole

lieart was in a subject which so peculiarly combined the

I " One of our poets says, with equal truth and beauty, ' The heart

ia wlae.* We should be not only happier but better if we attended

two strains dearest to her nature, the chivalrous and the

tender.

* They were but two—and when that spirit paas'd.

Woe to the one, the last !
*

" That mournful echo— ' They were but two,' was, by some

indefinable association, connected in her mind with another

and fiir differing brother and sister, called into existence by

the magic pen of Sir Walter Scott. The affecting ejacula-

tion, * There are but two of us !
' so often repeated by the

hapless Clara Mowbray in iS( Ronan's Well, was frequently

quoted by Mrs Hemans as an instance of the deepest pathos.

The l>Tic in question was, it is believed, one of the

first tributes which appeared in England to tlie memory of

the author of ' The Lyre and Sword,* though !iis name has

since become 'familiar in our ears as household words.'

A translation of the ' Life of KOrner,' with selections from

his poems, &c., was published in 1827, by G. F. Richardson,

Esq., whose politeness in presenting a copy of the work to

Mrs Hemans, inscribed with a dedicatory sonnet, led to an

interchange of letters with that gentleman, and was further

the means of procuring for her the high gratification of a

direct message, full of the most feeling acknowledgment, from

the venerable father of the hero, who afterwards addressed

to her a poetical tribute from Theodor KOrivr's Father [see p.

425.] Her pleasure in receiving this genuine offering was

thus expressed to Mr Richardson, who had been the medium

through which it reached !ier. ' Thendur Kiirner^s Vaier!

—it is, indeed, a title beautifully expressing all the holy

pride which the memory of die treuen Todkn^ must inspire;

and awakening every good and high feeling to its sound. I

shall prize the lines as a relic. Will you be kind enough to

assure M. Komer, with my grateful respects, of the value

which will be attached to them, a value so greatly enhanced

by their being in his own hand. They are very beautiful, I

think, in their somewhat antique and treuherzig^ simplicity,

and worthy to have proceeded from Tfieodor KOrner's

Vat^r.

" The following almost liteml translation of these lines is

given by W. B. Chorley, Esq., in his interesting little volume,

* The LjTe and Sword,' published in 1834 :

—

• Gently a voice from aftir ii borne to the ear of the mourner;

Mildly it Boundeth, yet stronif, grief in his bosom to soothe

;

Strong in the soul-cheering bith.that hearts have a share In his sorrow.

In whose depths all things holy and noble are shrined.

From that land once dearly beloved by our brave one, the ftillen.

Mourning blent with bright fltme—cometb a wreath for his urn.

Hail to thee, England the free I thou see'st in the German no stranger.

Over the earth and the seas, ioin'd be both bnd ', heart and band !'

'* There was nothing which delighted Mrs Hemans more in

German literature, than the cordial feeling of brotherhood,

so conspicuous amongst its most eminent authors, and tlieir

freedom from all the petty rivalries and raanceu\Tes on which

she herself looked down with as much ofwonder as of contempt.

In a letter, in which she speaks of the bitterness, and jealousy,

and strife, pervading the tone of many of our own Reviews,

she adds, turning to a brighter picture with a feeling of relief,

like that of one emerging from the heated atmosphere of a

city to breathe the fresh air of the mountains :
—

' How very

different seems the spirit of literary men in Germany ! I am
just reading a work of Tieck's, which is dedicated to Schlegel

;

and I am deligiited with the beautiful simplicity of these words

in the dedication :

—

Es tear eine schvme Zcli meines Ldxms,

als ick dich und deinen Bnidcr Fricdrich zucrst hcnnen lemte,-

cine noch sch6nere als wir und Novalis/Ur Kunst und Wissm-

scka/l vnri/iipt lehtcn, xind unsin mannigfaltigcn Bestrebiin-

more to its dictates,"

—

Ethbl Churchill, by L. E. L. vol. 1. p. 934,

s The bithful dead. 3 Trae-heart«d.
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gen be/ieiineUn, Jetzt hat uiw dai S.hich$al sehon teit vlfkn

Jahnn ijelrmnt. Jch kann nur in Geist und in At Erinm-

rung mit dir kbcn.^ Is not tliat union of bright minds,y^r

Kunsl und WitKntchuft, a picturs on which it is delightful

to repose ? *

"J

AN HOUR OF ROMANCE.

" 1 come

To thii iweet place for quiet. Every tree

And bush, and (Tagrant flower, and hill/ path.

And thymy mound tliat iling§ unto the Hindi

Ita morning iDceuse, is my friend."—Babry Cownwall.

There were thick leavea above me and around,

And low sweet sighs like those of cliildhood's

sleep,

Amidst their dimness, and a fitful sound

As of soft showers on water ; dark and deep

Lay the oak shadows o'er the turf, so still

They seem'd but pictured glooms ; a hidden rill

Made music, such as haunts tis in a dream.

Under the fern-tufts ; and a tender gleam

Of soft green light, as by the glow-worm shed,

Came pouring through the woven beech-boughs

down.

And stecp'd the magic page wherein I read

Of royal chivalry and old renon-n,

A tale of Palestine.''' Meanwhile the bee

Swept past mo with a tone of summer hours

—

A drowsy bugle, wafting thoughts of flowers.

Blue skies, and amber sunshine : brightly free.

On filmy wings, the purple dragon-fly

Shot glancing like a fairy javelin by

;

And a sweet voice of sorrow told the dell

Where sat the lone wood-pigeon.

But ere long.

All sense of these things faded, as the spell

Breathing from that high gorgeous tale grew

strong

Onmychain'dsoul. 'Twaanot theleaves Iheard :

—

A Syriim wind the lion-banner stirr'd, [brook

Through its proud floating folds. 'Twas not tUe

Singing in secret through its gi-assy glen ;

—

A wild shrill trumpet of the Saracen

Peal'd from the desert's lonely heart, and shook

The burning air. Like clouds when winds are high,

O'er glittering sands flew steeds of Araby,

And tents rose up, and sudden lance and spear

Flash'd where a fountain's diamond wave lay clear,

Shadow'd by graceful palm-trees. Then the shout

1 *' That was a bright era in my life when I first luarned to

know you and your brother Kredcricli; a still briitliter,

when we and Novalis lived united for art and knowledge,

and emulated one another in various competitions. Fate

haa sintre, for many years, divided us. I can uow live with

Of merry England's joy swell'd freely out.

Sent through an Eastern heaven, whoseglorioushue

Made shields dark mirrors to its depths of blue :

And harps were there—I heard their sounding

strings.

As the waste echo'd to the mirth of kings.

The bright mask faded. Unto life's worn track.

What call'd me from its flood of glory back 1

A voice of happy childhood !— and they pass'd,

Banner, and harp, and Paynim's trumpet's blast.

Yet might I scarce bewail the splendours gone.

My heart so leap'd to that sweet laughter's tone.'

A VOYAGER'S DREAM OF LAND.
" His very heart athlrst

To gaie at nature in tier green array.

Upon the ship's tall side he stands possess'd

with visions prompted by Intense desire

;

Fair flelds appear below, such as he lett

Far distant, such as he would die to And :

He seeks them headlong, and Is seen no more."

The hollow dash ofwaves I—the ceaseless roar !

—

Silence, ye billows !—vex my soul no more.

There's a spring in the woods by my sunny home.

Afar from the dark sea's tossing foam ;

Oh ! the fall of that fountain is sweet to hear.

As a song from the shore to the sailor's ear !

And the sparkle which up to the sun it throws

Through the feathery fern and the olive boughs.

And the gleam on its path as it steals away

Into deeper shades from the sultry day.

And the large water-lilies that o'er its bed

Their pearly leaves to the soft light spread.

They haunt me ! I dream of that bright spring's

flow,

I thirst for its rills like a wounded roe !

Bo still, thou sea-bird, -with thy clanging cry !

My spirit sickens as thy wing sweeps by.

Know ye my home, with the lulling sound

Of leaves from the lime and the chestnut round!

Know ye it, brethren ! where bower'd it lies

Under the purple of southern skies ?

With the streamy gold of the sun that shines

In thi'ough the cloud of its clustering vines.

And the summer breath of the myrtle flowers,

Borne from the mountain in dewy hours,

you only in spirit and in memory."

' Tin Talisman—Takt (if Uie Crusaders.

' See .\nnotationon " Dramatic Scene between Dronwylfa

and Kliyllon," p. 38o.
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Prayer at the cross in fervour pour'd,

Alms to the pilgrim given

—

Oh! happy, happier than thy lord.

In that lone path to heaven !

THE LANDING OF THE PILGRIM FATHERS

IN NEW ENGLAND.

" Look now abroad ! Another race has flU'd

ThoM populous borders—wide the woml recedes.

And towns shoot up, and fertile realms are tiU'd ;

The land is lull of harvests and green meads.'* BaTJtNr.

The breaking waves dash'd high

On a stem and rock-bound coast.

And the woods against a stormy sky

Their giant branches toss'd

;

And the heavy night hung dark

The hills and waters o'er.

When a baud of ejtiles moor'd their bark

On the wild New England shore.

Not as the conqueror comes.

They, the true-hearted, came ;

Not with the roll of the stining drums,

And the trumpet that sings of fame

;

Not as the flying come.

In silence and in fear ;

—

They shook the depths of the desert gloom

With their hymns of lofty cheer.

Amidst the storm they sang,

And the stars heard and the sea

;

And the sounding aisles of the dim woods rang

To the anthem of the free !

The ocean eagle soar'd

From his nest by the white wave's foam

;

And the rocking pines of the forest roar'd—

This was their welcome home '

There were men with hoary hair

Amidst that pilgrim band ;

—

V\^ly had tliey come to wither there,

Away from their childhood's land

)

There was woman's fearless eye,

Lit by her deep love's truth

;

There was manhood's brow serenely high,

And the fiery heart of youth.

What sought they thus afar !

—

Bright jewels of the mine

!

The wealth of seas, the spoils of warl

—

They sought a faith's pure shrine I

Ay, call it holy ground.

The soil where first they trode.

They have leftunstain'd what there theyfoimd-

Freedom to worship God.

THE SPIRIT'S MYSTERIES.

" And slight, withal, may be the things which bring

Back on the heart the weight which it would fling

Aside for ever;—it may be a sound

—

A tone of music—summer's breath, or spring

—

A flower—a leaf—the ocean—which may wound

—

Striking tb' electric chain wherewith we are darkly bound."

CuiLDB HAaoi.n.

The power that dwelleth in sweet sounds to waken

Vague yearnings, like the sailor's for the shore,

And dim remembrances, whose hue seems taken

From some bright former state, our own no

more;

Is not this all a mystery ] Who shall say [way!

Whence are thosethoughts,andwhithertends their

The sudden images of vanish'd things.

That o'er the spirit flash, we know not why

;

Tones from some broken harp's deserted strings,

Warm sunset hues of summers long gone by

;

A rippling wave—the dashing of an oar

—

A flower-scent floating past our parents' door

;

A word—scarce noted in its hour perchance.

Yet back returning with a plaintive tone

;

A smile—a sunny or a mournful glance, [flown
;

FuU of sweet meanings now from this world

Are not these mysteries when to life they start,

And press vain tears in f,ushes from the heart ?

And the far wanderings of the soul in dreams.

Calling up shrouded faces from the dead.

And with them bringing soft or solemn gleams.

Familiar objects brightly to o'erepread

;

And wakening buried love, or joy, or feai-— [clearl

These are nights mysteries—who shall make them

And the strange inborn sense of coming ill,

That ofttiuies whispers to the haunted breast.

In a low tone which naught can drown or still.

Midst feasts and melodies a secret guest

;

Whence doth that murmur wake, that shadow falll

Why shakes the spirit thus 1 'Tis mystery all 1
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There came an eve of festal hours

—

Rich music ftU'd that garden's bowers ;

Lamps, that from flowering branches hung,

On sparks of dew soft colour flung;

And bright forms glanced—a fairy show-
Under the blossoms to and fro.

But one, a lone one, midst the throng,

Scem'd reckless all of dance or song

:

Ho was a youth of dusky mien.

Whereon the Indian sun had been,

Of crested brow and long black hair

—

A stranger, like the palm-tree, there.

And slowly, sadly, moved his plumes.

Glittering athwart the leafy glooms.

He pass'd the pale-green olives by.

Nor won the chestnut flowers his eye

;

But when to that sole palm he came,

Then shot a rapture through his frame !

To him, to him its rustling spoke

—

The silence of his soul it broke !

It whisper'd of his own bright isle.

That lit the ocean with a smile

;

Ay, to his ear that native tone

Had something of the sea-wave's moan 1

His mother's cabin-home, that lay

Where feathery cocoas fringed the bay

;

The dashing of his brethren's oar

—

The conch-note heard along the shore

;

All through his wakening bosom swept

—

Ho clasp'd his coimti-y's tree, and wept

!

Oh ! scorn him not ! The strength whereby

The patriot girds himself to die,

Th' unconquerable power which fills

The freeman battling on his hills.

These have one fountain deep and clear

—

The same whence gush'd that childlike tear

!

THE CHILD'S LAST SLEEP.

SnOOESTBD BT A MONTJMENT OF CHANTBET'S.

Thou sleepest—^but when wilt thou wake, fair

chUd?

When the fawn awakes in the forest wild 1

When the lark's wing mounts with the breeze of

mom^
When the first rich breath of the rose is bom 1—

Lovely thou sleepest ! yet something lies

Too deep and still on thy soft-seal'd eyes

;

Mournful, though sweet, is thy rest to see

—

When will the hour of thy rising be ?

Not when the fawn wakes—not when the lark

On the crimson cloud of the mom floats dark.

Grief with vain passionate tears hath wet

The hair, shedding gleams from thy pale brow yet

;

Love, with sad kisses unfelt, hath press'd

Thy meek-dropt eyelids and quiet breast

;

And the glad Spring, calling out bird and bee.

Shall colour all blossoms, fair child ! but thee.

Thou'rt gone from us, bright one!—that titou

shouldst die,

And life be left to the butterfly 1^

Thou'rtgone as a dewdropis swept from the bough

:

Oh ! for the world where thy home is now

!

How may we love but in doubt and fear,

How may we anchor our fond hearts here

;

How should e'en joy but a trembler be.

Beautiful dust ! when we look on thee 1

THE SUNBEAM.

Thou art no lingerer in monarch's hall

—

A joy thou art, and a wealth to all

!

A bearer of hope unto land and sea

—

Sunbeam I what gift hath the world like thee

!

Thou art walking the billows, f'^.d ocean smiles;

Thou hast touch'd with glory' his thousand isles

;

Thou hast lit up the ships and the feathery foam.

And gladden'd the sailor like words from home.

To the solemn depths of the forest-shades.

Thou art streaming onthroughtheir green arcades;

And the quivering leaves that have caughtthyglow

Like fire-flies glance to the pools below.

I look'd on the mountains—a vapour lay

Folding their heights m its dark array

:

Thou brakest forth, and the mist became

A crown and a mantle of Uviug flame.

I look'd on the peasant's lowly cot

—

Something of sadness had wrapt the spot

;

But a gleam of tliee on its lattice fell,

And it laugh'd into beauty at that bright spell.

^ A butterfly, as if resting on a flower, is sculptured on tho

monument.
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To the earth's wild places a guest thou art.

Flushing the waste like the rose's heart

;

And thou scornest not from thy pomp to shed

A tender smile on the ruin's head.

Thou tak'st through the dim church-aisle thy way,

And its pillars from twilight flash forth to day,

And its high, pale tombs, with their trophies old.

Are bathed in a flood as of molten gold.

And thou tumest not from the humblest grave,

Where a, flower to the sighmg winds may wave

;

Thou scatter'st its gloom like the dreams of rest.

Thou sleepest in love on its grassy breast.

Sunbeam of summer ! oh, what is like thee !

Hope of the wilderness, joy of the sea !—

•

One thing is like thee to mortals given.

The faith touchin" all things with hues of heaven !

BREATHINGS OF SPRING.

Thou glvest me lowers, thou glvest me songH ; bring back

The love that 1 have lost '.

What wakest thou. Spring] Sweet voices in the

woods.

And reed-like echoes, that have long been mute

:

Thou bringest back, to fill the solitudes.

The lark's clear pipe, the cuckoo's viewless flute.

Whose tone seems breatliing moumfulness or glee.

E'en as our hearts may be.

And the leaves greet thee, Spring !—the joyous

leaves, [glade,

AMiose tremblings gladden many a copse and

Where each young spray a rosy flush receives.

When thy south wind hath pierced thewhispery

shade.

And happy murmurs, running through the grass.

Tell that thy footsteps pass.

And the bright waters—they too hear thy call.

Spring, the awakener! thou hast burst their

sleep

!

Amidst the hollows of the rocks their fall

Makes melody, and in the forests deep.

Where sudden sparkles and blue gleams betray

Their windings to the day.

And flowei-s—the fairj'-peopled world of flowers

!

Thou from the dust hast set that glory free,

Colouring the cowslip with the sunny hoiu^,

And penciling the wood anemone :

Silent they seem—yet each to thoughtful eyo

Glows with mute poesy.

But what awakest thou in the heart, Spring

!

The human heart, with all its dreams and sighs!

Thou that givest back so many a buried thing.

Restorer of forgotten harmonies

!

[art

—

Fresh songs and scents break forth where'er thou

What wakest thou in the heart ?

Toomuch,oh! there too much ! We know notwell

Wherefore it should be thus, yet roused by thee.

What fond, strange yearnings, from the soul's deep

cell.

Gush for the faces we no more may see

!

How are we haimted, in the wind's low tone.

By voices that are gone

!

Looks of famiUar love, that never more.

Never on earth, our aching eyes shall meet.

Past words of welcome to our household door.

And vanish'd smiles, and sounds ofparted feet

—

Spring ! midst the murmurs of thy flowering trees.

Why, why revivest thou these ?

Vain longings for the dead !—why come they back

With thy young birds, and leaves, and living

blooms 1

Oh ! is it not, that from thine earthly ti-ack

Hope to thy world may look beyond the tombsl

Yes, gentle Spring ! no sorrow dims thine air.

Breathed by our loved ones there I

THE ILLUMINATED CITY.

The hills all glow'd with a festive light.

For the royal city rejoiced by night

:

There were lamps hung forth upon tower and tree.

Banners were lifted and streaming free

;

Evei-y tall pillar was wreath'd with fire

;

Like a shooting meteor was every spire

;

And the outline of many a dome on high

Was traced, as in stars, on the clear dark sky.

I pass'd through the streets. There were throngs

on throngs

—

Like sounds of the deep were their mingled songs

;

There was music forth from each palace borne

—

A peal of the cymbal, the harp, and horn
;

The forests heard it, the mountains rang.

The hamlets woke to its haughty clang

;
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Yet have I known it long :

Too restless and too strong

Within this clay hath been th' o'crmastering flame

;

Swift thoughts, that came and went,

like torrents o'er me sent,

Have shaken, as a reed, my thrilling frame.

Like perfumes on the wind,

Which none may stay or bind,

The beautiful comes floating through my soul

;

I strive with yearnings vain

The spirit to detain

Of the deep harmonica that past me roll

!

Therefore disturbing dreams

Trouble the secret streams

And founts of music that o'erflow my breast

;

Something far more divine

Than may on earth be mine.

Haunts my worn heart, and will not let me rest.

Shall I then fear the tone

That breathes from worlds unknown %—
Surely these feverish aspirations there

Shall grasp their full desire,

And this unsettled fire

Bum calmly, brightly, in immortal air.

One more then, one more strain

;

To earthly joy and pain

A rich, and deep, and passionate farewell

!

I pour each fervent thought.

With fear, hope, trembling, fraught.

Into the notes that o'er my dust shall swell.

[One of the peculiar features of the increased sensitive-

ness of lier temperament at this time, was an awaliened

entliusiasm for music, which amounted to an absolute passion.

** I do not think," she wrote, •• that I can bear the burden

of my life without music for more than two or three days,**

Yet, with sensibilities so exquisite as hers, this melomania

was a source of far more pain than ple.isure ; it was so im-

possible for any earthly strains to approach that ideal and

unattainable standard of perfection which existed within her

mind, and which slie has shadowed fortli with a mournful

energy in *' Mozart's Requiem.**

From time to tune, however, she had enjoyment of music

of a very high character, for much of which she was indebted

to her acquaintance with Mr Lodge, the distinguished

amateur, by whom so many of her songs have been set to

melodies of infinite beauty and feeling. At a somewhat

later period she derived much delight from the talents of Mr
James Zengheer Herrmann, from whom, for a time, she took

lessons, for the express purpose of studying, and fully under-

standing, the Stabat Mater of Pergolesi, which had taken

an extraordinary hold of her imagination. This fine compo-

sition was first brought to her notice by Mr Lodge, to whom
she thus expressed her appreciation of it :—*• It is quite im-

possible for me to tell you the impression I have received

from that most spiritual music of i'ergolesi's, which really

haunted me the whole night. How much I have to thank

you for introducing me, in such a manner, to so new and

glorious a world of musical thought and feeling I
*'

—

Memoir,

p. 167-8.]

THE IMAGE IN LAVA.'

Thou thing of years departed 1

What ages have gone by

Since here the mournful seal was set

By love and agony t

Temple and tower have moulder'd,

Empires from earth have pass'd.

And woman's heart hath left a trace

Those glories to outlast

!

And childhood's fragile image.

Thus fearfully enshrined.

Survives the proud memorials rear'd

By conquerors of mankind.

Babe ! wert thou brightly slumbering

Upon thy mother's breast

When suddenly the fiery tomb

Shut round each gentle guest ?

A strange, dark fate o'ertook you.

Fair babe and loving heart

!

One moment of a thousand pangs

—

Yet better than to part

!

Haply of that fond bosom

On ashes here impress'd.

Thou wert the only treasure, child I

Whereon a hope might rest.

Perchance all vainly lavish'd

Its other love had been.

And where it trusted, naught remain'd

But thorns on which to lean.

Far better, then, to perish,

Thy form within its clasp.

Than live and lose thee, precious one I

From that impassion'd grasp.

Oh ! I could pass all relics

Left by the pomps of old.

To gaze on this rude montiment

Cast in affection's mould.

1 The impression of a woman's form, with an infant clasped

to the bosom, found at the uncovering of Ilerculanemn.
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Had fill'd with childhood's merry noise

A valley of the Rhine :

To rock and stream that sound was known.

Gladsome as hunter's bugle-tone.

The sunny laughter of their eyes,

There had each vineyard seen

;

Up every cliff whence eagles i-ise.

Their bounding step had been

:

Ay ! their bright youth a glory threw

O'er the wild place wherein they grew.

But this, as day-spring's flush, was brief

As early bloom or dew

;

Alas ! 'tis but the wither'd leaf

That wears th' enduring hue !

Those rocks along the Rhine's fair shore

Might girdle in their world no more.

For now on manhood's verge they stood.

And heard life's thrilling call.

As if a silver clarion woo'd

To some high festival

;

And parted as young brothers part.

With love in each unsullied heart.

They parted. Soon the paths divide

Wherein our steps were one.

Like river branches, far and wide.

Dissevering as they run
;

And making strangers in their course.

Of waves that had"the same bright sotirce.

Met they no more ! Once more they met.

Those kindred hearts and true !

'Twas on a field of death, where yet

The battle-thunders flew,

Tliough the fierce day was wellnigh past.

And the red sunset smiled its last.

But as the combat closed, they found

For tender thoughts a space.

And e'en upon that bloody ground

Room for one bright embrace.

And pour'd forth on each other's neck

Such tears as warriors need not check.

The mists o'er boyhood's memory spread

All melted with those tears.

The faces of the holy dead

Rose as in vanish'd years

;

The Rhine, the Rhine, the ever-blest.

Lifted its voice in each full breast I

Oh ! was it then a time to die

)

It was !—that not in vain

The soul of childhood's purity

And peace might turn again.

A ball swept forth
—

'twas guided well

—

Heart unto heart those brothers fell

!

Happy, yes, happy thus to go !

Bearing from earth away

Affections, gifted ne'er to know
A shadow—a decay—

A pa.ssing touch of change or chill,

A breath of aught whose breath can kill.

And they, between whose sever'd souls.

Once in close union tied,

A gulf is set, a current rolls

For ever to divide
;

Well may they envy such a lot,

Whose hearts yearn on—but mingle not.

THE LAST WISH.

Go to the forest-shade.

Seek thou the well-known glade.

Where, heavy with sweet dew, the violets lie.

Gleaming through moss-tufts deep.

Like dark eyes fill'd with sleep.

And bathed in hues of summer's midnight sky.

Bring me their buds, to shed

Aroimd my dying bed

A breath of May and of the wood's repose

;

For I, in sooth, depart

With a reluctant heart.

That fain would linger where the bright Bun glows.

Fain would I stay with thee !

—

Alas ! this may not be ;

Yet bi-ing me still the gifts of happier hours !

Go where the fountain's breast

Catches, in glassy rest, [bowers.

The dim green light that pours through laurel

I know how softly bright,

Steep'd in that tender hght,

The water-lilies tremble there e'en now ;

Go to the pure stream's edge.

And from its whispering sedge

Bring me those flowers to cool my fever'd brow !

Then, as in Hope's young days,

Track thou the antique maze
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Of the rich garden to its grassy mound

;

There is a lone white rose.

Shedding, in sudden snows,

Its faint leaves o'er the emerald turf around.

Well know'st thou that fair tree

—

A murmur of the bee

Dwells ever in the honey'd lime above

:

Bring me one pearly flower

Of all its clustering shower

—

For on that spot we first reveal'd our love.

Gather one woodbine bough,

Then, from the lattice low

Of the bower'd cottage which I bade thee mark,

When by the hamlet last

Through dim wood-lanes we pass'd.

Whiledewswere glancing tothe glowworm's spark.

Haste ! to my pillow bear

Those fragrant things and fair ;

My hand no more may bind them up at eve-
Yet shall their odour soft

One bright dream roimd mo waft

Of life, youth, summer—all that I must leave I

And oh ! if thou wouldst ask

Wherefore thy steps I task,

The grove, the stream, the hamlet vale to trace

—

'Tis that some thought of me,

A\'hen I am gone, may be

The spu-it bound to each familiar place.

I bid mine image dwell

(Oh I break not thou the spell
!)

In the deep wood and by the fountain-side

;

Thou must not, my beloved !

Rove where we two have roved.

Forgetting her that in her spring-time died !

FAIBT FAVOURS.

[This little poem was mitten in the winter of 1827. In

writing to a friend shortly afterwards, Mrs llenians herself

thus alludes to it :
** I am so glad you lilted ' Fairy Favours."

It is, indeed, filled with my own true and ever-yearning feel-

ing—that longing for more affection, more confidence, more

entire interchange of thought, than 1 am ever likely to meet

with. However, I will not repine whilst 1 have friends who
love me as you do."]

Give me bat

Something whertuDto I may biml my heart

;

Something to lore, to rest upon, to ciaap

ADbction's tendrils round.

WoULDST thou wear the gift of immortal bloom 1

Wouldst thou smile in scorn at the shadowy tomb?

Drink of this cup ! it is richly fraught

With balm from the gardens of Genii brought

;

Drink ! and the spoiler shall pass thee by.

When the young all scatter'd like rose-leaves lie.

And would not the youth of my soul be gone,

If the loved had left me, one fcy one ]

Take back the cup that may never bless,

The gift that would make me brotherless.

How should I live, with no kindred eye

To reflect mme immortality !

Wouldst thou have empire, by sign or spell,

Over the mighty in air that dwell ?

Wouldst thou call the spirits of shore and steep

To fetch thee jewels from ocean's deep t

Wave but this rod, and a viewless band,

Slaves to thy will, shall arotmd thee stand

And would not fear, at my coming, then

Hush every voice in the homes of men 1

WoiJd not bright eyes in my presence quail 1

Yotmg cheeks with a nameless thrill turn pale ?

No gift be mine that aside would turn

The htiman love for whose foimts I yearn !

Wouldst thou then read through the hearts of

those

Upon whose faith thou hast sought repose 1

Wear this rich gem I it is charm'd to show
When a change comes over afl'ection's glow

:

Look on its flushing or fading hue.

And learn if the trusted be false or true !

Keep, keep the gem, that I still may trust,

Though my heart's wealth be but pour'd on dust

!

Let not a doubt in my soul have place,

To dim the light of a loved one's face

;

Leave to the earth its warm sunny smile

—

That glory would pass could I look on guile I

Say, then, what boon of my power shall be,

Favour'd of spirits I pour'd forth on thee 1

Thou scomest the treasures of wave and mine,

Thou wilt not drink of the cup divine.

Thou art fain with a mortal's lot to rest

—

Answer me ! how may I grace it best 1

Oh ! give mo no sway o'er the powers unseen.

But a human heart where my own may lean 1

A friend, one tender and faithful friend,

Wliose thoughts' free current with mine mayblend;

And, leaving not either on earth alone.

Bid the bright, calm close of our lives be one I
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ANNOTATION ON " HECORDS OF WOMAN," iStC.

[We feel certain that every admirer of tlie genius of Mrs
Henians will be obliged to us for here reprinting, almost

at length, the admirable critique on her writings which

appeared in the XCIXth Number of the Edinburgh Review.

The acumen, the taste, and elegance of Lord Jeffrey, are

evident throughout.

"Women, we fear^ cannot do every thing, nor even

every thing they attempt. But what they can do, they

do, for the most part, excellently—and much more fre-

quently with an absolute and perfect success, than the as-

pirants of our rougher and more ambitious sex. They can-

not, we thinlv, represent naturally the fierce and sullen

passions of men—nor their coarser vices—nor even scenes

of actual business or contention—and the mixed motives,

and strong and faulty characters, by whicli affairs of mo-
ment are usually conducted on the gi-eat theati*e of the

world. For much of this they are disqualified by the deli-

cacy of their training and habits, and the still more dis-

abling delicacy which pervades their conceptions and feel-

ings ; and from much they are excluded by their actual

inexperience of the realities they might wish to describe

—

by their substantial and incurable ignorance of business

—

of the way in which serious affairs are actually managed

—

and the true nature of the agents and impulses that give

movement and direction to the stronger currents of ordi-

nary life. Perhaps they are also incapable of long moral

or palitical investigations, where many complex and in-

determinate elements are to be taken into account, and a

variety of opposite probabilities to be weighed before coming

to a conclusion. They are generally too impatient to get at

the ultimate results, to go well through with puch discussions

;

and either stop short at some imperfect view of the truth, or

turn aside to repo-e in the shadow of some plausible error.

This, however, we are persuaded, arises entirely from their

being seldom set on such tedious taslis. Their proper and
natural business is the practical regulations of private life,

in all its bearings, affections, and concerns ; and the ques-

tions with which they have to deal in that most important

department, though often of the utmost difficulty and nicety,

involve, for the most part, but few elements ; and may
generally be better described as delicate than intricate

—

requiring for their solution rather a quick tact and fine per-

ception, than a patient or laborious examination. For the

same reason, they rarely succeed in long works, even on

subjects the best suited to their genius ; tlieir natural train-

ing rendering them equally averse to long doubt and long

labour.

*'ForaHotlier intellectual efforts, however, either of the

understanding or the fancy, and requiring a thorough know-
ledge either of man's strengtli or his weakness, we apprehend

them to be, in all respects, as well qualified as their brethren

of the stronger sex ; while, in their perceptions of grace, pro-

priety, ridicule—their power of detecting artifice, hypocrisy,

and affectation—the force and prompitude of their sympathy,

and their capacity of noble and devoted attachment, and of

the efforts and sacrifices it may require—they are, beyond all

doubt, our superiors.

" Their business being, as we have said, with actual or

social life, and the colours it receives from the conduct and

dispositions of individuals, they unconsciously acquire, at a

very early age, the finest perception of character and man-

ners, and are almost as soon instinctively schooled in the

deep and dangerous learning of feeling and emotion ; while

the very minuteness with which they make and meditate on

these interesting observations, and the finer shades and vari-

ations of sentiment which are thus treasured and recorded,

trains their whole faculties to a nicety and precision of opera-

tion, which often discloses itself to advantage in their appli-

cation to studies of a very different character. When
women, accordingly, have turned their minds—as they have

done but too seldom—to the exposition or arrangement of

any branch of knowledge, they have commonly txhibited,we

think, a more beautiful accuracy, and a more uniform and

complete justness of thinking, tliJin tlieir less discriminating

brethren. There is a finish and completeness about every

thing they put out of tlieir hands, which indicates not only

an inherent taste for elegance and neatness, but a habit of

nice observation, and singular exactness of judgment.

*' It has been so little the fashion, at any time, to encourage

women to write for pubhcation, that it is more difficult tlian

it should be to prove these truths by examples. Yet there

are enough, within the reach of a very careless and superfi-

cial glance over the open field of literature, to enable us to

explain, at least, and illustrate, if not entirely to verify, our

assertions. No man, we will venture to sjty, could have

written the letters of Madame de Sevigne, or the novels of

Miss Austin, or the hymns and early lessons of Mrs Bar-

bauld, or the ccmversationsof Mrs Marcet. These perform-

ances, too, are not only essentially and intensely feminine,

but they are, in our judgment, decidedly more perfect than

any masculine productions with which they can be brought

into comparison. They accomplish more completely all the

ends at which they aim, and are worked out with a graceful-

ness and felicity of execution which excludes all idea of

failure, and entirely satisties the expectations they may have

raised. We might easily have added to these instances.

There are many parts of Miss Edgeworth's earlier stories,

and of Miss Mitford's sketches and descriptions, and not a

little of Mrs Opie's, that exhibit the same fine and penetrat-

ing spirit of observation, the same softness and delicacy of

hand, and unerring truth of delineation, to which we have

alluded as characterising tlie pure specimens of female art.

The same distinguishing traits of a woman's spirit are visible

through the grief and the piety of Lady llusseU, and the

gaiety, the spite, and the venturesomeness of Lady Mary

Wortley. We have not as yet much female pottry ; bui

there is a tnily feminine tenderness, purity, and elegance,

in the Psyche of Mrs Tighe, and in some of the smaller pieces

of Lady Craven. On some of the works of Madame de Sta61

—her Corinne especially—tliere is a stiU deeper stamp of the

genius of her sex. Her pictures of its boundless devotedness

—its depth and capacity of suffering—its high aspirations

—

ite painful irritability, and inextinguishable thirst for emo-

tion, are powerful specimens of that morbid anatomy of the

heart, which no hand but that of a woman's was fine enough

to have laid open, or skilful enough to have recommended to

our sympathy and love. There is the same exquisite and

inimitable delicacy, if not the same power, in many of the

happier passages of Madame de Souza and Madame Cottin

—

to say nothing of the more lively and yet mekincholy records

of Madame de Stael, during her long penance in the Court

of the Duchesse de Maine.

** But we are preluding too largely ; and must come at once

to the point, to which the very heading of this article has

already admonished the most careless of our readers that we

are tending. We think the poetry of 3Irs Ilemans a fine

exemplification of female poetry ; and we think it has much

of the perfection which we have ventured to ascribe to the

happier productions of female genius.

" It may not be the best imaginable poetry, and may not

indicate the very highest or most commanding genius,
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but it embrtices a great deal of that which gives the very

best poetry its chief power of pleasing; and would strike

us, perha|)S, aa more impassioned and exalted, if it were not

regulated and harmonised by the most beautiful tnhte. It is

infinitely sweet, elegant, and tender—toucliing, perhaps, and

contemplative, rather than veliement and overpowering

;

and not only finished throughout with an exquisite delicacy,

and even serenity of execution, but informed with a purity

and loftiness of feeling, and a certain sober and humble tone

of indulgence and piety, which must satisfy all judgments,

and allay the apprehensions cf those who are most afraid of

the passionate exaggerations ai* poetry. The diction is always

beautiful, harmonious, and free ; and the themes, though of

Infinite variety, uniformly treated with a grace, originality,

and judgment, which mark the same master-hand. These

themes she has borrowed, with the peculiar interest and

imagery that belong to them, from the legends of different

nations, and the most opposite states of society ; and has

contrived to retain much of what is interesting and peculiar

in each of them, without adopting, along with it, any of the

revolting or extravagant excesses wliich may characterise the

taste or manners of the people or the .nge from which it has

been derived. She has tlius transfused into her German or

ScandinavLin legends, the imaginative and daring tone of the

originals, without the mystical exaggerations of the one, or

the painful fierceness and coarseness of the other—she has

preserved the clearness and elegance of the French, without

their coldness or affectation—and the tenderness and simpli-

city of the early Italians, without their diffuseness or languor.

Though occasionally expatiating, somewhat fondly and at

large, amongst the sweets of her own planting, there is, on

the whole, a great condensation and brevity in most of her

pieces, and, almost without exception, a most judicious and

vigoroos conclusion. The great merit, however, of her poetry,

Is undoubtedly in its tenderness and its beautiful imagery.

The first requires no explanation ; but we must be allowed

(o add a word as to the peculiar chann and cliaracter of

the latter.

" It has always been our opinion, that the very essence of

poetry, apart from the pathos, the wit, or the brilliant de-

scription which may be embodied in it, but may exist equally

In prose, consists in the fine perception and vivid expression

of that subtle and mysterious analogy which exists between

the physical and the moral world—which makes outward

things and qualities the natural types and emblems of inward

gifts and emotions, and leads us to ascribe life and sentiment

to every thing that interests us in the aspects of external

nature. The feeling of this analogy, obscure and inexpli-

cable as the theory of it nmy be, is so deep and universal in

our nature, that it has stamped itself on the ordinary lan-

guage of men of every kindred and speech : and that to such

an extent, that one-half of the epithets by which we fami-

liarly designate moral and physical qualities, are in reality so

many metophors, borrowed reciprocally, upon this analogy,

from those opposite forms of existence. The very familiarity,

however, of the expression, in these instjinccs, tiikes away its

poetical effect—and indeed, in substance, its metaphorical

character. The original sense of the word is entirely for-

gotten in the derivative one to which it has succeeded ; and

It requires sonte etymological recollection to convince us that

It was originally nothing else than a typical or analogical

Qlufltration. Thus we talk of a penetrating understanding,

and a furious blast—a weighty argument, and a gentle

stream—withuut being at all aware that we are 8i>eaking in

tlie language of poetry, and transferring qualities from one

extremity of tlie sphere of being to another. In these cases,

accordingly, the metaphor, by ceasing to be felt, in reality

ceases to exist ; and the analogy, being no longer intimated,

of course can produce no effect. But whenever it is inti-

mated, it does produce an effect ; and that eflect, we think,

is poetry.

" It has substantially two functions, and operates In two

directions. In the Jirst place, it strikes vividly out, and

flashes at once on our minds, the conception of an inward

feeling or emotion, which it might otherwise have been diffi-

cult to convey, by the presentment of some bodily form or

quality, which is instantly felt to be its true representative
;

and enables us to fix and comprehend it with a force and

clearness not otherwise attainable : and, in the second place,

it vivifies dead and inanimate matter with the attributes of

living and sentient mind ; and fills the whole visible universe

around ua with objects of interest and sympathy, by tinging

them with tlie hues of life, and associating them with our

own passions and affections. This magical operation the

poet, too, performs, for the most part, in one of two ways

—

eitiier by the direct agency of similes and metaphors, more or

less condensed or developed, or by the mere graceful present-

ment of such visible objects on the scene of his passionate

dialogues or adventures, as partake of the character of the

emotion he wishes to excite, and thus form an appropriate

accompaniment or preparation for its direct indulgence or

display. Tlie fonner of those methods has perhaps been most

frequently employed, and certainly has most attracted atten-

tion. But the latter, though less ol)trusive, and perhaps less

frequently resorted to of set purpose, is, we are incHned to

think, the most natural and efficacious of the two, and is

often adopted, we believe unconsciously, by poets of the

highest order—the predominant emotion of their minds over-

flowing spontaneously on all the objects which present them-

selves to their fancy, and calling out from them, and colour-

ing with its own hues, those that are naturally emblematic of

its character, and in accordance with its general expression.

It would be easy to show how habitually this is done by

Phakspeare and Milton especially, and how much many of

their finest passages are indebted, both for force and richness

of effect, to this general and diffusive harmony of the external

character of their scenes witli the passions of their living

agents—this harmonising and appropriate glow with which

they kindle the whole surrounding atmosphere, and bring all

that strikes the sense into unison with all that touches the

heart.

"But it is more to our present purpose to say, that we

think the fair writer befure us is eminently a mistress of this

poetical secret; and, in truth, it was solely for the purpose

of illustrating this great charm and excellence in her imagery,

that we have ventured upon this little dissertation. Almost

all her poems are rich with fine descriptions, and studded

over with images of visible beauty. But these are never idle

ornaments : all her pomps have a meaning ; and her flowers

and her gems are arranged, as they are said to be among

E:istern lovers, so as to speak the language of truth and of

passion. This is peculiarly remarkable in some little pieces,

which seem at first eight to be purely descriptive, but are

soon found to tell upon the heart, with a deep monil and

pathetic impression. But it is a truth ne;irly as conspicuous

in the greater part of her productions, where we scarcely

meet with any striking sentiment th.at is not ushered in by

some such symphony of external nature, and scarcely a lovely

picture that does not ser^'e as a foreground to some deep or

lofty emotion. We may illustrate this proposition, we

think, by opening either of these little volumes at random,

and taking what they first present to us. The foUowing
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exquisite lines, for example, on a Fatm-tree in an English

garden:—
' It waved not through an Eastern sky,

Beside a fount of Araby,' etc.

•' The following, which the autlior has named, * Graves of

a Household,' has ratlier less of external scenery, but serves,

like the others, to sliow how well the graphic and pathetic

may be made to set off each other :—
' They grew in beauty, side by side.

They fiU'd one home with glee,' etc.

** We have taken these pieces chiefly on account of their

shortness ; but it would not be fair to Mrs llemans not to

present our readers with one lonyer specimen, and to give a
portion of her graceful narrative along with her pathetic de-

scriptions. This story, of • The Lady of the Castie,' is told,

we think, with great force and sweetness :

—

'Thou see'st her pictured with her shining hair,

(Famed were these treascs in Provensal song,)' etc.

** The following sketch of ' Joan of Arc in Uheims,' is in a

loftier and more ambitious vein, but sustained with equal

grace, and as touching in its solemn tenderness. AVe can

afford to extract but a part of it :

—

'Within, the light,

Through the rich gloom of pictured windows flowing,' etc.

"There are several stmins of a more passionate character,

especially in the two poetical epistles from Lady Arabella

Stuart and Properzia Roast We shall venture to give a few

lines from the former. Tlie Lady Arabella was of royal

descent ; and having excited the fears of our pusillanimous

James by a secret union with the Lord Seymour, was detained

in a cruel captivity, by that heartless monarch, till the close

of her life—during whicii she is supposed to have indited this

letter to her lover from her prison-house :

—

* My fViend, my friend ! where art thou ? Day by day.

Gliding^ like some dark mournful stream, away,' etc.

" The following, though it baa no very distinct object or

moral, breathes, we think, the very spirit of poetry, in its

bright and vague picturinga, and is well entitled to tlie name

it bears— ' An Hour of Romance :

'

' There were thick leaves above me and around,

And low sweet sighs, like those of childhood's sleep,' etc.

"There is great sweetness in the following portion of a

little poem on a ' Girl's School :
'

—

' Oh ! joyous creaturea ! that will sink to rest

Lightly, when those pure orisons are done,' etc.

*' There is a line and stately solemnity In these lines on
' The Lost Pleiad :

'

* Hath the night lost a gem, the regal night ?

She wears her crown of old magnificence/ etc.

"The following on 'The Dying Improvisatore/ have a

rich lyrical cadence, and glow of deep feehng :^

' Xever, oh ! never more.

On thy Rome's purple heaven mine eye shall dwell,' etc.

" But we must stop here. There would be no end of our

extracts, if we were to yield to the temptation of noting down

every beautiful passage which arrests us in turning over the

leaves of the volumes before us. We ought to recollect, too,

that there are few to whom our pages are likely to come, who

are not already familiar with their beauties; and, in fact, we

have made these extracts, less with the presumptuous belief

that we are introducing Mrs llemans for the first time to the

knowledge or admiration of our readers, than from a desire of

illustrating, by means of them, the singular felicity in the

choice and employment of her imagery, of which we Imve

already spoken so much at large ;—tliat fine accord she has

established between the world of sense and of soul—that

delicate blending of our deep inward emotions with their

splendid symbols and emblems without."]
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Tliey tell but dreams—a lonely spirit's dreams

;

Yet ever through their fleeting imagery

Wanders a vein of melancholy love.

An aimless thought of home ; as in the song

Of the caged skylark ye may deem tliere dwells

A passionate memory of blue skies and flowers.

And living sb%ams—far ofl*

!

A SPIRIT'S EETURN.

" This is to be a mortal.

And B«ek the things t^eyond mortality 1
"

ilJiKnt^Tt.

Thy voice prevails—dear friend, my gentle friend!

This long-shut heart for thee shall be unseal'd ;

And though thy soft eye mournfully will bend

Over the troubled stream, yet once reveal'd

Shall its freed waters flow ; then rocks must close

For evermore, above their dark repose.

Come while the gorgeous mysteries of the sky

Fused in the crimson sea of sunset lie ; [sound

Come to the woods, where all strange wandering

Is mingled into harmony profound

;

Where the leaves thrill with spirit, while the wuid

Fills with a viewless being, unconfined.
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The trembling reeds and fountains. Our own

dell,

With its green dimness and ^olian breath,

Shall suit th' unveiling of dark records well

—

Hear me in tenderness and silent faith I

Thou knew'st me uot in life's fresh vernal mom

—

I would thou hadst !—for then my heart on thine

Had pour'd a worthier love ; now, all o'erwom

By its deep thirst for something too divine,

It hath but fitful music to bestow.

Echoes of harp-strings broken long ago.

Yet even in youth companionlcss I stood.

As a lone forest-bird midst ocean's foam

;

For me the silver cords of brotherhood

Were eai-ly loosed ; the voices from my home
Pass'd one by one, and melody and mirth

Left me a dreamer by a silent hearth.

But, with the fulness of a heart that bum'd

For the deep sympathies of mind, I tuni'd

From that unanswering spot, and fondly sought

In all wild scenes with thrilling murmurs fraught.

In every still small voice and sound of power.

And flute-note ofthewind through caveand bower,

A perilous delight !—for then fii-st woke

My life's lone passion, the mysterious quest

Of secret knowledge ; and eacli tone that broke

From the wood-arches or the fountain's breast,

Making my quick soul vibrate as a lyre.

But minister'd to that strange inborn fire.

Midst the bright silence of the mountain dells.

In noontide-hours or golden summer-eves,

My thoughts have burst forth as a gale that swells

Into a rushing blast, and from the leaves

Shakes out response. thou rich world unseen

!

Thou curtain'd realm of spirits !—thus my cry

Hath troubled air and silence—dost thou lie

Spread all around, yet by some filmy screen

Shut from us ever ? The resounding woods.

Do their depths teem with marvels ?^and the

flood-s.

And the pure foimtains, leading secret veins

Of quenchless melody through rock and hill.

Have they brightdwellers 1—are theirlone domains

Peopled with beauty, wliich may never still

Our weary thirst of soul 1 Cold, weak and cold.

Is earth's vain language, piercing not one fold

Of our deep being 1 Oh, for gifts more high !

For a seer's glance to rend mortality !

For a charm'd rod, to call from each dark shrine

The oracles divine !

I woke from those high fantasies, to know
My kindred with the earth—I woke to love.

gentle friend ! to love in doubt and woe.

Shutting the heart the worshipp'd name above,

Is to love deeply ; and my spirit's dower
Was a sad gift, a melancholy power

Of so adoring—with a buried care.

And with the o'erflowing of a voiceless prayer.

And with a deepening dream, that day by daj'.

In the still shadow of its lonely sway,

Folded me closer, till the world held naught

Save the one being to my centred thought.

There was no music but his voice to hear.

No joy but such as with his step drew near

;

Light was but where he look'd—life where he

moved

:

Silently, fervently, thus, thus I loved.

Oh ! but such love is fearful !—and I knew
Its gathering doom : the soul's prophetic sight

Even then unfolded in my breast, and threw

O'er all things ro\ind a full, strong, vivid light.

Too sorrowfully clear !—an under-tone

Was given to Nature's harp, for me alone

Whispering of grief. Of griefi—be strong, awake

!

Hath not thy love been victory, my soul 1

Hath not its conflict won a voice to shake

Death's fastnesses 1—a magic to control

Worlds far removed 1—from o'er the grave to thee

Love hath made answer ; and thy tale should be
Sung like a lay of triumph ! Now return

And take thy treasure from its bosom'd urn,

And lift it once to light I

In fear, in pain,

1 said I loved—but yet a heavenly strain

Of sweetness floated down the tearful stream,

A. joy flash'd through the trouble of my dream !

I know myself beloved ! Wo breathed no vow.

No mingling visions might our fate allow.

As unto happy hearts ; but still and deep.

Like a rich jewel gleaming in a grave.

Like golden sand in some dark river's wave.

So did my soul that costly knowledge keep.

So jealously !—a thing o'er which to shed.

When stai-s alone beheld the di-ooping head.

Lone tears! yet ofttimes burden'd with the excess

Of our strange nature's quivering happiness.

But, oh ! sweet friend ! we dream not of love's

might

TUl death has robed with soft and solemn light

The imago we enshrine ! Before t!iat hour,

We have but glimpses of the o'ermastering power
Within us laid !

—

then doth tho spirit-flame
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With sword-liko lightniug rend its moi'tal frame

;

The wings of that which pants to follow fast

Shake their clay-bars, as with a prison'd blast

—

The sea is in our souls !

He died

—

lie died

On whom my lone devotedncss was cast

!

I might not keep one vigil by his side,

/, whose wrung heart watch'd with him to the last

!

I might not once his fainting head sustain,

Nor bathe his parch'd lips in the hour of pain.

Nor say to him, " Farewell !

" He pass'd away

—

Oh ! had my love been there, its conquering sway

Hadwonhim back from death ! But thus removed.

Borne o'er th' abyss no sounding line hath proved,

Join'd with the unknown, the viewless—he became

Unto my thoughts another, yet the same

—

Changed—hallow'd—glorified!—and his lowgrave

Seem'd a bright mournful altar—mine, all mine

:

Brother and friend soon left me that sole shrine.

The birthright of the faithful!

—

tJieir world's wave

Soon swept them from its brink. Oh ! deem thou

not

That on the sad and consecrated spot

My soul grew weak ! I tell thee that a power

There kindled heart and lip—a fiery shower

My words were made—amightwas given to prayer.

And a strong grasp to passionate despair.

And a dread triumph ! Know'st thouwhat I sought?

For what high boon my struggling spirit wrought ?

—Communion with the dead ! I sent a cry

Through the veil'd empires of eternity

—

A voice to cleave them ! By the mournful truth.

By the lost promise of my blighted youth

By the strong chain a mighty love can bind

On the beloved, the spell of mind o'er mind

;

By words, which in themselves are magic high.

Armed, and inspired, and wing'd with agony

;

By tears, which comfort not, but burn, and seem
To bear the heart's blood in their passion-stream

;

I summon'd, I adjured !—with quicken'd sense,

With the keen vigil of a life intense.

I watch'd, an answer from the winds to wring,

I listen'd, if perchance the stream might bring

Token from worlds afar ; I taught one sound

Unto a thousand echoes—one profound

Imploring accent to the tomb, the sky—

•

One prayer to night—" Awake ! appear ! reply !

"

Hast thou been told that from the viewless bourne

The dark way never hath allow'd return ?

That all, which tears can move, with life is fled—

•

That earthly love is powerless on the dead

!

Believe it not !—There is a large lone star

Now burning o'er yon western hill afar.

And imder its clear light there lies a spot

Which well might utter forth—Believe it not !

I sat beneath that planet. I had wept

My woe to stillness ; evcrj- night-wind slept

;

A hush was on the hills ; the very streams

Went by like clouds, or noiseless founts in dreams;

And the dark tree o'erehadowing me that hour,

Stood motionless, even as the gray church-tower

Whereon I gazed unconsciously. There came

A low sound, like the tremor of a flame.

Or like the light quick shiver of a wing,

Flitting through twilight woods, across the air;

And I look'd up ! Oh ! for strong words to bring

Conviction o'er thy thought ! Before me there,

He, the departed, stood ! Ay, face to face.

So near, and yet how far ! His form, his mien.

Gave to remembi-ance back each burning trace

Within :—Yet something awfully serene.

Pure, sculpture-like, on the pale brow, that wore

Of the once beating heart no token more

;

And stillness on the lip—and o'er the hair

A gleam, that trembled through the breathless air;

And an unfathom'd calm, that seem'd to lie

In the grave sweetness of th' illumined eye.

Told of the gulfs between our being set.

And, as that unsheath'd spirit-glance I met.

Made my soul faint:—with fear? Oh! not with

fear

!

With the sick feeling that in his far sphere

My love could be as nothing ! But he spoke

—

How shall I tell thee of the startling thrill

In that low voice, whose breezy tones could fill

My bosom's infinite ? friend ! I woke

Then first to heavenly life ! Soft, solemn, clear,

Breathed the mysterious accents on mine ear,

Yet strangely seem'd as if the while they rose

From depths of distance, o'er the wide repose

Of slumbering waters wafted, or the dells

Of mountains, hollow \vith sweet echo-cells.

But, as they murmur'd on, the mortal chill

Pass'd from me, like a mist before the morn ;

And, to that glorious intercourse upborne

By slow degrees, a calm, divinely still,

Possess'd my frame. I sought that lighted eye

—

From its intense and searching purity

I drank in soul

!

—I question'd of the dead

—

Of the hush'd, starry shores their footsteps tread,

And I was answer'd. If remembi'ance there

With dreamy whispers fill the immortal air

;

If thought, here piled from many a jewel-heap.

Be treasure in that pensive land to keep

;

If love, o'ersweeping change, and blight, and blast,

Find there the music of his home at last

:
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I ask'd, and I was answer d. Pull and high

Was that communion with eternity

—

Too rich for aught so fleeting ! Like a knell

Swept o'er my sense its closing words, "Farewell

!

On earth we meet no more !" And all was gone

—

Tlie pale, bright settled brow—the thrilling tone,

The still and shining eye ! and never more

May twalight gloom or midnight hush restore

That radiantguest ! One full-fi-aughthourofheaven,

To earthly passion's wild implorings given.

Was made my own—the ethereal fire hath shiver'd

The fragile censer in whose mould it quiver'd,

Brightly, consumingly ! Wliat now is left 1

A faded world, of glory's hues bereft—

A void, a chain ! I dwell midst throngs, apart.

In the cold silence of the stranger's heai't

;

A fix'd immoi-tal shadow stands between

My spirit and life's fast-receding scene

;

A gift hath sever'd me from human ties,

A power is gone from all earth's melodies.

Which never may return : their chords are broken,

The music of another land hath spoken—
No after-sound is sweet ! This weary thirst I

And I have heard celestial fountains burst

!

What here shall quench it]

Dost thou not rejoice,

When the spring sends forth an awakening voice

Through the young woods 1 Thou dost ! And in

that birth

Of early leaves, and flowers, and songs of mirth.

Thousands, like thee, find gladness ! Couldst thou

know
How every breeze then summons mc to go !

How all the light of love and beauty shed

By those rich hours, but woos me to the dead !

The only beautiful that change no more

—

The only loved !—the dwellers on the shore

Of spring fulfill'd ! The dead I whom call we so?

They that breathe purer air, that feel, that know

Things wrapt from us ! Away ! within mo pent.

That which is barr'd from its own element

Still droopsor stniggles ! But the day will come

—

Over the deep the free bird finds its home

;

And the stream lingers midst the rocks, yet greets

The sea at last ; and the wing'd flower-seed meets

A soil to rest in : shall not /, too, be,

My spirit-love ! upborne to dwell with thee ?

Yes ! by the powerwhose conquering anguish stirr'd

The tomb, whose cry beyond the stars was heard,

Whose agony of triumph won thee back

Through the dim pass no mortal step may track,

Yet shall we meet ! that glimpse ofjoy di\'ino

Proved thco for ever and for ever mine !

["It was toward* the close of the year 1829, ttial Mrs
Ilemans began to contemplate the publication of • new
volume of poems. She bad already made some preparation

fur this by contributing a series of lyrics under the title of

** Songs of the Affections," to Blackwood's Magazine, together

with tiie long ballad, '* The I-ady of Provence," which, for

the glowing pictures it contains, the lofty yet tender affection

to wliich it is consecrated, and the striking but never uncouth

changes of its versification, must be considered as one of its

author's finest chivalresque poems. She had still, however, to

produce some work of greater importance than these, 6uit;tble

for the commencement of a volume. The subject ut length

fixed upon by her, as peculiar as it was almost dangerously

fascinating, was suggested by a fireside conversation. It Imd

long been a favourite amusement to wind up our evenings by

telling ghost-stories. One night, however, the store of thrill-

ing narratives was exhausted, and we began to talk of the

feelings with which the presence and the speech of a visitant

from another world, (if indeed a spirit could return,) would

be most likely to impress the person so visited. After having

exhausted all the common varieties of fear and terror in our

speculations, Mrs Ilemans said that she thought the pre-

dominant sensation at the time must partake of awe and

rapture, and resemble tlie feelings of those who listen to a

revelation, and at the same moment know themselves to be

favoured above all men , and humbled before a being no longer

sharing theu* own cares or passions ; but that the person so

visited must thenceforward and for ever be inevitably sepa-

rated from this world and its concerns : for the soul which had

once enjoyed such a strange and spiritual communion, which

liad been permitted to look, though but for a moment, beyond

the mysterious gates of death , must be raised , by its experience,

too high for common grief again to perplex, or common joy

to enliven. She spoke long and eloquently upon this subject

;

and I have reason to believe that this conversation settled her

wandering fancy, and gave rise to the principal poem in her next

volume.'*—Chorlev's Memorials qf Mrt Ihmans, p. C9-72.

Mr Chorley, in an after part of the same work, makes the

following ingenious and suggestive remarks in reference to

the same exquisite poem :
—*' The coming of the apparition

is described with nil the plainness and intensity of the most

entire conviction, so difficult in tliese d.i>'s for a WTiter to

assume — might it not almost be Siiid, so impossible to

be assumed by those who have wholly and scornfully cast

off those superstitions, so distasteful to reason, but so dear

to fancy ? It is impossible, in reading Sir Walter Scott's

incomparable descriptions of supernatural visitations, —
the episode of the * Bodach GLis' for itistance, or 'Wan-
dering Willie's tale,* or the vigil of Master Iloldenough in

the Mirror Chamber, (though this is afterwards explained

away,)—to imagine that the creator of these scenes did not in

some measure believe in ttieir possibility, though it might be

but with a poetical faith. AVere it otherwise, they must strike

us as unnaturally as the recent French revivifications of the

antique Catholic legends and mysteries—as merely grotesque

old fables, adopted as studies by clever artists, for the sake of

their glaring contrasts and effective situations."

—

Memorials,

p. 103.

In conclusion, we add the comparative estimate formed of

this production by its author. It is from ono of her letters

to a friend. " Your opinion of the * Spirit's ncturn ' has

given me particular pleasure, because I prefer that poem to

any thing else I have written ; but if there be, as my friends

say, a greater power in it than I had before evinced, I paid

dearly for the discovery, and it almost made me tremble as I

sounded ' the deep places ' of my soul."]
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THE LADY OF PROVENCE.'

** Conragfl waa cast about her like a dresa

Of solemn comeliness,

A gathered mind and an untroubled l^e

Did glYe her dangers grace." Donne.

The war-note of the Saracen

Was on the winds of France

;

It had still'd the harp of the Troubadour,

And the clash of the tourney's lance.

The sounds of the sea, and the sounds of the night.

And the hollow echoes of charge and flight.

Were around Clotilde, as she knelt to pray

In a chapel where the mighty lay.

On the old Provencal shore.

Many a Chatillon beneath,

Unstirr'd by the ringing trumpefs breath,

His shroud of armour wore;

And the glimpses of moonhght that went and came

Through the clouds, like bursts ofa dying flame.

Gave quivering life to the slumber pale

Of stem forms couch'd in their marble mail.

At rest on the tombs of the knightly race,

The BUent throngs of that burial-place.

They were imaged there with helm and spear,

As leaders in many a bold career,

And haughty their stillness look'd and high.

Like a sleep whose dreams were of victory.

But meekly the voice of the lady rose

Through the trophies of their proud repose

;

Meekly, yet fervently, calling down aid.

Under their banners of battle she pray'd;

With her pale, fair brow, and her eyes of love.

Upraised to the Virgin's portray'd above.

And her hair flung back, till it swept the grave

Of a Chatillon with its gleamy wave

;

And her fragile frame, at every blast.

That full of the savage war-horn pass'd.

Trembling, as trembles a bird's quick heart.

When it vainly strives from its cage to part—
So knelt she in her woe

;

A weeper alone with the tearless dead

—

Oh 1 they reck not of tears o'er their quiet shed.

Or the dust had stirr'd below 1

Hark ! a swift stop ! she hath caught its tone,

Through the dash of the sea, through the wild

wind's moan

:

Is her lord retum'd with his conquering bonds t

No ! a breathless vassal before her stands !

—" Hast thou been on the field ?—Art thou come

from the host?"

—" From the slaughter, lady !—All, all is lost

!

1 Founded on an incident in ths early French bi«tory.

Our bannei's are taken, our knights laid low,

Our spearmen chased by the Paynim foe

;

And thy lord," his voice took a sadder sound

—

" Thy lord—he is not on the bloody ground I

There are those who tell that the leader's plume

Wasseen onthe flight through th'gatheringgloom."

—A change o'er her mien and her spirit pass'd

:

She ruled the heart which had beat so fast,

She dash'd the tears from her kindling eye,

With a glance, as of sudden royalty :

The proud blood sprang in a fiery flow.

Quick o'er bosom, and cheek, and brow.

And her young voice rose till the peasant shook

At the thrilling tone and the falcon-look : [dead,

—" Dost thou stand by the tombs of the glorious

And fear not to say that their son hath fled ]

—Away ! he is lying by lance and shield,

—

Point me the path to his battle-field !

"

ft

The shadows of the forest

Are about the lady now

;

She is hurrying through tho midnight on.

Beneath the dark pine-bough.

There's a murmur of omens in every leaf,

There's a wail in the stream like the dirge ofachief;

The branches that rock to the tempest strife

Are groaning like things of troubled life
;

The mnd from the battle seems rushing by

With a funeral-march through the gloomy sky

;

The pathway is rugged, and wild, and long.

But her frame in the daring of love is strong.

And her soul as on swelling seas upborne.

And girded all fearful things to scorn.

And fearful things were around her spread.

When she reach'd the field of the warrior-dead

;

There lay the noble, the valiant, low

—

Ay ! but oi!« word speaks ofdeeper woe

;

There lay the loved—on each fallen head

Mothers vain blessings and tears had shed

;

Sisters were watching in many a home
For the fetter'd footstep, no more to come

;

Names in the prayer of that night were spoken,

Whose claim unto kindred prayer was broken
;

And the fire was heap'd, and the bright wine

pour'd.

For those, now needing nor hearth nor board

;

Only a requiem, a shroud, a knell.

And oh ! ye beloved of women, farewell I

Silently, with lips compress'd.

Pale hands clasp'd above her breast,
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Stately brow of anguish high,

Deathlike cheek, but dauntless eye ;

Silently, o'er that red plain.

Moved the lady midst the slain.

Sometimes it seom'd as a charging-cry,

Or the ringing tramp of a steed, came nigh

;

Sometimes a blast of the Paynim horn,

Sudden and shrill from the mountains borne
;

And her maidens trembled ;—but on her ear

No meaning fell with those sounds of fear

;

They had less of mastery to shake her now.

Than the quivering, erewhile, of an aspen bough.

She search'd into many an unclosed eye.

That look'd, without soul, to the starry sky

;

She bow'd down o'er many a shatter'd breast.

She lifted up helmet and cloven crest

—

Not there, not there he lay !

" Lead where the most hath been dared and done.

Wherethe heartofthe battle hath bled,—lead on!"

And the vassal took the way.

He tum'd to a dark and lonely tree

That waved o'er a fountain red :

Oh ! swiftest there had the currents free

From noble veins been shed.

Thickest there the spear-heads gleam'd.

And the scatter'd plumage stream'd.

And the broken shields wore toss'd,

And the shiver'd lances cross'd,

And the mail-clad sleepers round

Made the harvest of that grovmd.

He was there ! the leader amidst his band.

Where the faithful had made their last, vain stand;

He was there ! but affection's glance alone

The darkly-changed in that hour had known
;

With the falchion yet in his cold hand grasp'd.

And a banner of France to his bosom clasp'd.

And the form that of conflict bore fearful trace,

And the face—oh ! speak not of that dead face !

As it lay to answer love's look no more.

Yet never so proudly loved before !

She quell'd in her soul the deep floods of woe,

—

The time was not yet for their waves to flow

;

She felt the full presence, the might of death,

Yet there came no sob with her struggling breath

;

And a proud smile shone o'er her pale despair.

As she tum'd to his followers—"Your lord is

there

!

Look on him I know him by scarf and crest !

—

Bear him away with his sires to rest !"

Another day, another night,

And the sailor on the deep

Hears the low chant of a funeral rite

From the lordly chapel sweep.

It comes with a broken and muffled tone.

As if that rite were in terror done ;

Yet the song midst the seas hath a thrilling power.

And he knows 'tis a chieftain's burial-hour.

Hurriedly, in fear and woe,

Through the aisle the mourners go ;

With a hush'd and stealthy tread,

Bearing on the noble dead

;

Sheath'd in armour of the field

—

Only his wan face reveal'd.

Whence the still and solemn gleam

Doth a strange, sad contrast seem

To the anxious eyes of that pale band.

With torches wavering in every hand,

For they dread each moment the shout of war,

And the burst of the Moslem scimitar.

There is no plumed head o'er the bier to bend.

No brother of battle, no princely friend :

No sound comes back, like the sounds of yore.

Unto sweeping swords from the marble floor

;

By the red fountain the valiant lie.

The flower of Provencal chivalry
;

But one free step, and one lofty heart.

Bear through that scene to the last their part.

She hath led the death-train of the brave

To the verge of his own ancestitil grave

;

She hath held o'er her spirit long rigid sway,

But the struggling passion must now have way.

In the cheek, half seen through her mourning veil.

By turns does the swift blood flush and fail ;

The pride on the lip is lingering still.

But it shakes as a flame to the blast might thrill

;

Anguish and triumph are met at strife,

Rending the cords of her frail young life
;

And she sinks at last on her warrior's bier.

Lifting her voice, as if death might hear.

" I have won thy fame from the breath of wrong,

My soul hath risen for thy glory strong !

Now call me hence, by thy side to be,

The world thou leav'st has no place for me.

The light goes with thee, the joy, the worth

—

Faithful and tender I Oh ! call me forth !

Give me my home on thy noble heart,

—

Well have we loved, let us both depart !

"

—

And pale on the breast of the dead she lay.

The living cheek to the check of clay

;
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In the still noontide, in the sunset's hush, [deep,

In the dead hour of night, when thought grows

When the heart'sphantoms from the darknessrush.

Fearfully beautiful, to strive with sleep

—

Spirit ! then answer me !

By the remembrance of our blended prayer ;

By all our tears, whose mingling made them sweet;

By our last hope, the victor o'er despair ;

—

Speak ! if our souls in deathless yearnings meet

;

Answer me, answer me I

The grave is silent : and the far^iff sky,

And the deep midnight—silent all, and lone !

Oh ! if thy buried love make no reply, [own I

What voice has earth 1 Hear, pity, speak, mine

Answer me, answer me !

THE CHAMOIS HUNTER'S LOVE.

•' For all his wildons and proud fantasies,

I love him." CaOLT.

Thy heart is in the upper world, where fleet the

chamois bounds.

Thy heart is where the mountain-fir shakes to the

torrent-sounds

;

Andwhere thesnow-peaks gleam like stars,through

the stillness of the air.

And where the Lauwine's^ peal is heard—hunter!

thy heart is there !

I know thou loVst me well, dear friend ! but

better, better far.

Thou lovest that high and haughty life, with rocks

and storms at war

;

In the green, sunny vales with me, thy spirit would

but pine

—

And yet I will be thine, my love ! and yet I wiU

be thine !

And I will not seek to woo thee down from those

thy native heights.

With the sweet song, our land's own song, of

pastoral delights

;

For thou must live as eagles live, thy path is not

as mine—

•

And yet I will be thine, my love ! and yet I wiU

be thine.

1 Lauxcine, the avaLanche.

3 An Indian, who had established himself in a township

of Maine, feeling indignantly the ^vant of sympathy evinced

towards him by the white inhabitants, particularly on the

And I will leave my blessed home, my father's

joyous hearth.

With all the voices meeting there in tenderness

and mirth,

With all the kind and laughing eyes, that in its

flre-Ught shine,

To sit forsaken in thy hut, yet know that thou

art mine I

It is my youth, it is my bloom, it is my glad free

heart.

That I cast away for thee—for thee, all reckless

as thou art

!

With tremblings and with vigils lone I bind my-

self to dwell—

Yet, yet I would not change that lot ; oh no ! I

love too well I

A mournful thing is love which grows to one so

wild as thou.

With that bright restlessness of eye, that tameless

fire of brow !

Mournful !—but dearer far I call its mingled fear

and pride.

And the trouble of its happiness, than aught on

earth beside.

To listen for thy step in vain, to start at every

breath.

To watch through long, long nights of storm, to

sleep and dream of death.

To wake in doubt and loneliness—this doom I

know is mine

;

And yet I will be thine, my love ! and yet I will

be thine I

That I may greet thee from thine Alps, when

thence thou com'st at last.

That I may hear thy thrilling voice tell o'er each

danger past.

That I may kneel and pray for thee, and win thee

aid divine

—

For this I wiU be thine, my love I for this I wUI

be thine

!

THE INDUN WITH HIS DE.4D CHILD."

In the silence of the midnight

I journey with my dead;

death of his only child, gave up his farm soon afterwards,

dug up the body of his child, and carried it with him two

hundred miles through the forests to join the Canadian In-

dians.—See Tiidor'g Lettert on the Eastern States o/America.
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" But, oh ! the gray church-tower,

And the sound of Sabbath bell.

And the sheltcr'd garden-bower,

We have bid them all farewell

!

"We will give the names of our fearless race

To each bright river whose course we trace

;

We wUl leave our memory with mounts and floods.

And the path of our daring in boundless woods
;

And our works unto many a lake's green shore,

AVhere the Indians' graves lay, alone, before."

" But who shall teach the flowers.

Which our children loved, to dwell

In a soil that is not ours ]

Home, home and friends, farewell !

"

THE KING OF ARRAGON'S LAMENT FOR

HIS BROTHER.!

" If I could «ee him, it were well with me !"

Coleridge's " Wallenstein."

There were lights and sounds of revelling in the

vanquish'd city's halls.

As by night the feast of victory was held within

its walls

;

And the conquerore fill'd the wine-cup high, after

years of bright blood shed
;

But their lord, the King of An-agon, midst the

triumph wail'd the dead.

He look'd down from the fortress won, on the

tents and flowers below,

The moonlit sea, the torchlit streets—and a gloom

came o'er his brow

:

The voice of thousands floated up, with the horn

and cymbal's tone

;

But his heart, midst that proud music, felt more
utterly alone.

And he cried, " Thou art mine, fair city i thou city

of the sea !

But, oh ! what portion of delight is mine at last in

thee ?

—

Iam lonely midst thy palaces, while the glad waves

past them roll,

And the soft breath of thine orange bowers is

mournful to my soul.

' The grief of Ferdinand, King of Arragon, for tlie loss of

his brottier, Don Pedro, who was Itilled during tlie siege of

Naples, is aifectingly described by the historian Mariana.

" My brother ! O my brother I thou art gone

—

the true and brave,

And the haughtyjoy of victory hath diedupon thy

grave.

There are many round my throne to stand, and to

march where I lead on
;

There was mie to love me in theworld—mybrother

!

thou art gone !

" In the desert, in the battle, in the ocean-tempest's

wrath.

We stood together, side by side—one hope was

ours, one path

;

Thou hast wrapp'd me in thy soldier's cloak, thou

hast fenced me with thy breast

;

Thou hast watch'd beside my couch of pain—oh

!

bravest heart, and best

!

" I see the festive lights around,—o'er a dull, sad

world they shine

;

I hear the voice of victory—my Pedro ! where is

thine ?

The only voice in whose kind tone my spirit found

reply !

—

brother ! I have bought too dear this hoUow
pageantry

!

" I have hosts and gallant fleets, to spread my
gloiy and my sway,

And chiefs to lead them fearlessly,—my friend

hath pass'd away

!

For the kindly look, the word of cheer, my heart

may thirst in vain

;

And the face that was as light to mine—it cannot

come again

!

" I have made thy blood, thy faithful blood, the

offering for a crown

;

With love, which earth bestows not twice, I have

purchased cold renown

;

How often will my weary heart midst the sounds

of triumph die, [chivahy

!

When I think of thee, my brother ! thou flower of

" Iam lonely—Iam lonely ! this rest is even asdeath

!

Let me hear again the ringing spears, and the

battle-trumpet's breath

;

Let me see the fiery charger foam, and the royal

banner wave

—

But where art thou, my brother ] where 1 In thy

low and early grave !

"

It is al^ the subject of one of the old Spanish Ballads in

Lockhart's beautiful collection.
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I bless thee, faithful friend and guide !

For my own, my treasured share

In the mournful secrets of thy soul.

In thy sorrow, in thy prayer.

I bless thee for kind looks and words

Shower'd on my path like dew.

For all the love in those deep eyes,

A gladness ever new !

For the voice which ne'er to mine replied

But in kindly tones of cheer

;

For every spring of happiness

My soul hath tasted here !

I bless thee for the last rich boon

Won from affection tried

—

The right to gaze on death with thee.

To perish by thy side !

And yet more for the glorious hope

Even to these moments given

—

Did not thy spirit ever lift

The trust of mine to heaven 1

Now be thou strong ! Oh, knew we not

Our path must lead to this ?

A shadow and a trembling still

Were mingled with our bliss !

We plighted our young hearts when storms

Were dark upon the sky.

In full, deep knowledge of their task

To suffer and to die !

Be strong ! I leave the living voice

Of this, my martyr'd blood,

With the thousand echoes of the hills,

With the torrent's foaming flood,

—

A spirit midst the caves to dwell,

A token on the air.

To rouse the valiant from repose.

The fainting from despair.

Hear it, and bear thou on, my love !

Ay, joyously endure !

Our moimtains must be altars yet.

Inviolate and pure

;

There must our God be worshipp'd still

With the worship of the free

:

Farewell !—there's but one pang in death.

One only,—^leaving thee !

THE GUERILLA LEADER'S VOW.

'' All my pretty onea [

Sid you say all ?

Let us make medicine of tbii great revenge.

To cure this deadly grief!

"

Macbeth,

My battle-vow !—no minster waUs

Gave back the burning word.

Nor cross nor shrine the low deep tone

Of smother'd vengeance heard

:

But the ashes of a ruin'd home

Thrill'd as it sternly rose.

With the mingling voice of blood that shook

The midnight's dark repose.

I breathed it not o'er kingly tombs.

But where my children lay.

And the startled vulture at my step

Soar'd from their precious clay.

I stood amidst my dead alone—

I kiss'd their lips—I pour'd.

In the strong sUence of that hour.

My spirit on my sword.

The roof-tree fallen, the smouldering floor.

The blacken'd threshold-stone.

The bright hair torn, and soil'd with blood.

Whose fountain was my own

—

These, and the everlasting hills.

Bore witness that wild night

;

Before them rose th' avenger's soul

In crush'd affection's might.

The stars, the searching stars of heaven.

With keen looks would upbraid

If from my heart the fiery vow,

Sear'd on it then, could fade.

They have no cause ! Go, ask the streams

That by my paths have swept.

The red waves that unstain'd were bom

—

How hath my faith been kept ?

And other eyes are on my soul.

That never, never close.

The sad, sweet glances of the lost

—

They leave me no repose.

Haunting my night-watch midst the rocks,

And by the torrent's foam.

Through the dark-rolling mists they shine,

Full, fiill of love and home 1

Alas 1 the mountain eagle's heart.

When wrong'd, may yet find rest

;
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Scorning the place made desolate.

He seeks another nest.

But I—your soft looks wake the thirst

That wins no quenching rain ;

Ye drive me back, my beautiful !

To the stormy fight again.

THEKLA AT HER LOVER'S GRAVE.

" Thither where he lies buried

!

That lingle spot is the whole world to me."

CoLBBiDuit's *' Wallensteln."

Thy voice was in my soul ! it call'd me on

;

my lost friend ! thy voice was in my souL

From the cold, faded world whence thou art gone,

To hear no more life's troubled billows roll,

I come ! I come I

Now speak to me again ! we loved so well

—

We loved I—oh ! still, I know that still we love

!

I have left all thmgs with thy dust to dwell.

Through these dim aisles in dreams of thee to

This is my home ! [rove :

Speak to me in the thrilling minster's gloom !

Speak ! thou hast died, and sent me no farewell

!

I will not shrink—oh ! mighty is the tomb.

But one thing mightier, which it cannot quell

—

This woman's heart

!

This lone, full, fragile heart !—the strong alone

In love and grief—of both the burning shrine

!

Thou, my soul's friend ! with grief hast surely

done.

But with the love wliich made thy spirit mine.

Say, couldst thou part?

I hear the rustling banners ; and I hear

Thewind's lowsinging through the fretted stone.

I hear not thee ; and yet I feel thee near

—

What is this boimd that keeps thee from thine

Breathe it away. [own ?

I wait thee— I adjure thee 1 Hast thou known

How I have loved thee 1 couldst thou dream it

all]

Am I not here, with night and death alone.

And fearing not ? And hath my spirit's call

O'er thine no sway 1

Thou camt not come ! or thus I should not weep

!

Thy love is deathless—but no longer free !

Soon would its wing triumphantly o'ersweep

The viewless barrier, if such power might be.

Soon, soon, and fast

!

But I shall come to thee ! our souls' deep dreams,

Our young affections, have not gush'd in vain

;

Soon in one tide shall blend the sever'd streams.

The worn heart break its bonds—and death and

Be with the past

!

[pain

THE SISTERS OF SCIO.
" As are our hearts, our way Is one,

And cannot be divided. Strong afltetioD

Contends with all things, and o'ercometh alt things.

Will I not live with thee f will I not cheer thee ?

Wouldst thou be lonely then ? wouldst thou tie sad ?"

Joanna Dauxib.

" Sister, sweet sister ! let me weep awhile !

Bear with me—give the sudden passion way !

Thoughts of our own lost home, our sunny isle,

Come as a wind that o'er a reed hath sway

;

Till my heart dies with yearnings and sick fears

—

Oh ! could my life melt from me in these tears !

" Our father's voice, oiu- mother's gentle eye.

Our brother's bounding step—where are they,

where '!

Desolate, desolate our chambers lie I

—How hast thou won thy spirit from despair ?

O'er mine swift shadows, gusts of terror, sweep

:

I sink away—bear with me—let me weep !

"

" Yes ! weep my sister ! weep, till from thy heart

The weight flow forth in tears ; yet sink thou

I bind my sorrow to a lofty part, [not.

For thee, my gentle one ! our orphan lot

To meet in quenchless trust. My soul is strong

:

Thou, too, wit rise in holy might ere long.

" A breath of our free heavens and noble sires,

A memory of our old victorious dead— [fires

These mantle me with power ; and though their

In a fi-ail censer briefly may be shed.

Yet shall they light us onward, side by side—
Have the wild birds, and have not we, a guide ?

"Cheer, then, beloved ! on whose meek brow is set

Our mother's image—in whose voice a tone,

A faint, sweet sound of hers is lingering yet.

An echo of our childhood's music gone.

Cheer thee I thy sister's heart and faith arc high :

Our path is one—with thee I live and die !"

f*' But who are they that sit, mourning !n their lovelineM,

bencatti tlie aliadow of a rock on the surf-beaten shore ? Tlie
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Sisters of Scio by Felicia Dorotliea lleinans sung.

Die—rather let them die in famine amongst sea-sand shells,

than ere their virgin charms be polluted in tlie harem of the

barbarian who has desolated their native isle. Bowed down

and half dead, beneath what a load of anguish hiings the

orphan's dishevelled head on the knee of a sister, in pensive

resignation, and holy faith triumphant over despair, as Felicia

happily singeth !"

—

1'rofessor Wilson, Blackwood's Maga-

zine. Dec. 1829.]

BEENAEDO DEL CARPIO.

[The celebrated Spanish champion, Bernardo del Carpio,

having made many ineffectu.al efforts to procure the release

of his father, the Count Saldana, who had been imprisoned

by King Alfonso of Asturias, almost from the time of Ber-

nardo's birth, at last took up arms in despan*. The war

which he maintained proved so destructive, that the men of

the land gathered round tlie King, and united in demanding

Saldana's liberty , Alfonso, accordingly, offered Bernardo

immediate poesession of his father's person in exchange for

his castle of Carpio. Bernardo, without hesitation, gave up

his stronghold, with all his captives ; and being assured that

his father was then on his way from prison, rode forth with

the King to meet him. " And when he saw his father ap-

proaching, he exclaimed," says the ancient clironicle, *' * Oh,

God! is the Count of Saldana indeed coming?'— 'Look

where he is,' replied the cruel King ;
' and now go and greet

him whom you have so long desired to see.' " The remainder

of thestory will be found related in the ballad. The chronicles

and romances leave us nearly in tlie dark as to Bernardo's

history after this event.]

The warrior bow'd his crested head, and tamed

his heart of fire,

And sued the haughty king to free his long-im-

prison'd sire :

" I bring thee here my fortress keys, I bring my
captive train,

I pledge thee faith, my hege, my lord !—oh, break

my father's chain !

"

" Rise, rise ! ereu now thy father comes, a ran-

som'd man this day :

Moimt thy good horse, and thou and I will meet

him on his way."

Then lightly rose that loyal son, and bounded on

his steed.

And urged, as if with lance in rest, the charger's

foamy speed.

And lo ! from far, as on they press'd, there came

a glittering band.

With one that midst them stately rode, as a leader

in the land

;

" Now haste, Bernardo, haste ! for there, in very

truth, is he,

The father whom thy faithful heart hath yeam'd

so long to see."

His dark eye flash'd, his proud breast heaved, his

cheek's blood came and went

;

Ho reach'd that gray-hair'd chieftain's side, and

there, dismounting, bent

;

A lowly knee to earth he bent, his father's hand

he took,

—

What was tliere in its touch that all his fiery

spirit shook t

That hand was cold—a frozen thing—it dropp'd

from his like lead

:

He look'd up to the face above—the face was of

the dead !

A plume waved o'er the noble brow—the brow

was fix'd and white

;

He met at last his father's eyes—but in them was

no sight

!

Up from the ground he sprang, and gazed, but

who could paint that gaze f

They hush'd their very hearts, that saw its horror

and amaze

;

They might have chain'd him, as before that stony

form he stood.

For the power was stricken from his arm, and

from his lip the blood.

" Father ! " at length he murmur'd low, and wept

like childhood then

—

Talk not of grief till thou hast seen the tears of

warlike men !

—

He thought on all his glorious hopes, and all his

young renown,

—

Ho flung the falchion from his side, and h\ the

dust sat down.

Then covering with his steel-gloved hands his

darkly mournful brow,

" No more, there is no more," he said, " to lift

the sword for now.—
My king is false, my hope betray'd, my father

—

oh ! the worth.

The glory and the loveliness, are pass'd away from

earth!

" I thought to stand where banners waved, my
sire ! beside thee yet

—

I would that there our kindred blood on Spain's

free soil had met !

Thou wouldst have known my spirit then—for

thee my fields were won,

—

And thou hast perish'd in thy chains, as though

thou hadst no son
!"
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Then, starting from the ground once more, he

seized the monarch's rein,

Amidst the pale and wilder'd looks of all the

courtier train

;

And with a fierce, o'crmastoring grasp, the roaring

war-horse led,

And sternly set them face to face—the king be-

fore the dead !

—

"Came I not forth upon thy pledge, my father's

hand to kiss?

—

Be stUl, and gaze thou on, false king ! and tell

mo what is this !

The voice, the glance, the heart I sought—give

answer, where are they 1

—

If thou wouldst clear thy perjured soul, send life

through this cold clay

!

" Into these glassy eyes put light Be still ! keep

down thine ire,

—

Bid these white lips a blessing speak—this earth

is not my sire

!

Give me back him for whom I strove, for whom
my blood was shed,

—

Thou canst not—and a king ! His dust be moun-

tains on thy head !"

He loosed the steed ; his slack hand fell—upon

the silent face

He cast one long, deep, troubled look—then tiuTi'd

from that sad place :

His hope was crush'd, his after-fate untold in mar-

tial strain,

—

His banner led the spears no more amidst the

hills of Spain.

THE TOMB OF MADAME LANGHANS.

*' To a mvswriously consorted pair

ThU place ts consecrate ; to death and Mitt

And to the belt afflfctlona that proceed

From tbu coi^aDotlon." Wordswo«tm.

[At llindlebank, near Benie, slie is represented as burst-

ing; from the septilclire, with her infant in her amis, at tlie

sound of tlie last trumpet. An inscription on the tomb con-

cludes thus:—** Here am I, O God! with the child whom
thou liast given me." ]

How many hopes were borne upon thy bier,

bride of stricken love 1 in anguish hither !

Like flowers, the first and fairest of the year,

Pluck'd on the bosom of the dead to wither

;

Hopes from their source all holy, though of earth,

All brightly gathering round affection's hearth.

Of mingled prayer they told ; of Sabbath hours;

Of mom's farewell, and eveuuig's blessed meeting;

Ofchildhood's voice, amidst thohousehold bowers;

And boundingstep, and smileofjoyousgreeting;-

-

But thou, young mother ! to thy gentle heart

Did'st take thy babe, and meekly so depart.

How many hopes have sprung in radiance hence

!

Their trace yet lights the dust where thou art

sleeping

!

A solemn joy comes o'er me, and a sense

Of triumph, blent with nature's gush of weeping.

As, kindling up the silent stone, I see

The glorious vision, caught by faith, of thee.

Slumberer ! love calls thee, for the night is past;

Put on the immortal beauty of thy waking I

Captive ! andhear'st thou not the trumpet's blast.

The long, victo;-ious note, thy bondage breaking ?

Thou hear'st, thou answer'st, " God of earth and

heaven

'

Here am I, with the child whom thou hast given
!"

THE EXILE'S DIRGE.

" Fear no more the heat o' the tun,

Nor the furious winter's ra^s ;

Thou thy worldly task hast done,

Home art gone and ta'en thy wages." Cvmbiukk.

['* I attended a funeral wliere there were a number of the

German settlers present. After I had i>erformed sucJi service

as is usual on tiimilar occasions, a most venerable-looking old

man came forward, and asked me if I were willing that they

should perform some of their peculiar rites. lie opened a

very ancient version of Luther's Hymns, and they all began

to sing, in German, so loud tliat the woods echoed the strain.

There was something affecting in the singing of these ancient-

people, carrying one of their brethren to liis last home, and

using the language and rites which they Imd brought with

them over the sea from the Vaterland, a word which often

occurred in this hjTnn. It wns a long, slow, and mournful

air. which they sung as they bore the body along: the words

* nn-in GoU,' ' mein Bruder,* and ' Vatfrland,' died away in

(li^tint echoes amongst the woods. I shall long remember

that funeral hj-mn."

—

Flint's RecolUxtiom (y' Vu VcUley 0/

the Mississippi.^

There went a dirge through the forest's gloom.

—An exile was borne to a lonely tomb.

** Brother !" (so tho chant was sung

In the ylumbcrer's native tongue,)

" Friend and brother ! not for thee

Shall the sound of weeping be :

Long the exile's woe hath lain

On thy life a withering chain

;
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Music from thine own blue streams

Wander'd through thy fever-dreams

;

Voices from tliy country's vines

Met thee midst the alien pines

;

And thy true heart died away.

And thy spirit would not stay."

So swcll'd the chant ; and the deep wind's moan,

Seem'd through the cedars to murmur

—

"Gone I"

" Brother ! by the rolling Rhine

Stands the home that once was thine

;

Brother ! now thy dwelling lies

Where the Indian arrow flies !

He that bless'd thine infant head

Fills a distant greensward bed ;

She that heard thy lisping prayer

Slumbers low beside him there ;

They that earhest with thee pla/d

Rest beneath their own oak-shade.

Far, far hence !—yet sea nor shore

Haply, brother ! part ye more

;

God hath call'd thee to that band

In the immortal Fatherland !

"

" The Fatherland I"—with that sweet word

A burst of tears midst the strain was heard.

" Brother ! were we there with thee

Rich would many a meeting be !

Many a broken garland bound,

Many a mourn'd and lost one found !

But our task -is still to bear.

Still to breathe in changeful air

;

Loved and bright things to resign.

As even now this dust of thine

;

Yet to hope !—to hope in heaven.

Though flowers fall, and ties be riven

—

Yet to pray ! and wait the hand

Beckoning to the Fatherland !

"

And the requiem died in the forest's gloom

;

They had reach'd the exile's lonely tomb.

THE DREAMING CHILD.

' Alas ! what kind of grief should thy years know ?

Thy brow and cheelc are smooth as waters be

When no breath troubles them."

Bbai'UOxt and Fi.ETCnaa.

And is there sadness in thy dreams, my boy ]

What should the cloud be made of 1 Blessed child!

Thy spirit, borne upon a breeze of joy, [mild :

All day hath ranged through sunshine clear, yet

And nowthou tremblest !—wherefore "i—in <lysoul

There lies no past, no future. Thou hast heard

No sound of presage from the distance roll,

Thy heart bears traces of no arrowy word.

From thee no love hathgone ; thy mind's yoimgeye

Hath look'd not into death's, and thence become

A questioner of mute eternity,

A weary searcher for a viewless home :

Nor hath thy sense been quicken'd unto pain

By feverish watching for some step beloved :

Free are thy thoughts, an ever-changeful train.

Glancing like dewdrops, and as lightly moved.

Yet now, on billows of strange passion toss'd,

How art thou wilder'd in the cave of sleep !

My gentle child ! midst what dim phantoms lost,

Thus in mysterious anguish dost thou weep ?

Awake ! they sadden me—those early tears,

First gushings of the strong, dark river's flow.

That rnvM o'ersweep thy soul with coming years,

Th' unfathomable flood of human woe !

Awful to watch, even rolling through a dream.

Forcingwild spray-dropsbut from childhood'seyes

!

Wake, wake ! as yet thy life's transparent stream

Should wear the tinge of none but summer skies.

Come from the shadow of those realms unknown.

Where now thy thoughts dismay'd and darkling

rove

;

Come to the kindly region all thine own,

The home still bright for thee mth guardian love.

Happy, fair child ! that yet a mother's voice

-Can win thee back from visionary strife !—

-

Oh, shall my soul, thus waken'd to rejoice.

Start from the dreamlike wilderness of life ?

THE CHARMED PICTURE.

" Oh ! that those lips had langnag« ! Lifb hath pass'd

With me but roughly since I saw thee last."

COWPKK.

Thine eyes are charm'd—thine earnest eyes

—

Thou image of the dead !

A spell within their sweetness lies,

A virtue thence is shed.
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And from the hills, and from the hearth,

And from the household tree,

With thee departs the lingering mirth.

The brightness goes with thee.'

But thou, my friend, my brother

!

Thou'rt speeding to the shore

AVhere the dirgelike tone of parting words

Shall smite the soul no more !

And thou wilt see our holy dead.

The lost on earth and main

:

Into the sheaf of kindred hearts,

Thou wilt be bound again !

Tell, then, our friend of boyhood

That yet his name is heard

On the blue mountains, whence his youth

Pass'd hke a swift, bright bird.

The light of his exulting brow.

The vision of his glee.

Are on me still—oh ! still I trust

That smile again to see.

And tell our fair young sister.

The rose cut domi in spring.

That yet my gushing soul is fill'd

With lays she loved to sing.

Her soft deep eyes look through my dreams.

Tender and sadly sweet ;

—

Tell her my heart within me bums
Once more that gaze to meet.

And tell our white-hair'd father.

That in the paths be trode,

The child he loved, the last on earth.

Yet walks and worships God.

Say, that his last fond blessing yet

Rests on my soul like dew.

And by its hallowing might I trust

Once more his face to view.

And tell our gentle mother.

That on her grave I pour

The sorrows of my spirit forth.

As on her breast of yore.

Happy thou art that soon, how soon,

Our good and bright will see !

—

brother, brother ! may I dwell,

Ere long, with them and thee !

1 " Messages from the living to the dead are not uncommon
in t!ie Iliglilands. Tlie Gaels li.-ive such a ceaseless con-

sciousness of immortality, that their departed friends are

considered as merely absent for a time, and permitted to

THE TWO HOMES.

" Ob. if the Boul immortal b«,

IB Dot its love immortAl too ?
"

Seb'st thou my home I 'Tis where yon woods are

waving.

In their dark richness, to the summer air.

Where yon blue stream, a thousand flower-banks

laving,

Leads down the hills a vein of light,
—

'tis there

!

Midst those green wilds how many a fount lies

gleaming.

Fringed with the violet, colour'd with the skies !

My boj'hood's haunt, through days of summer

dreaming,

Under yoimg leaves that shook with melodies.

My home ! The spirit of its love is breathing

In every mnd that blows across my track

;

From its white walls the very tendrils wreathing.

Seem with soft links to draw the wanderer back.

There am I loved—there pray'd for—there my
mother

Sits by the hearth with meekly thoughtful eye

;

There my young sisters watch to greet their

brother

—

Soon their glad footsteps down the path will fly.

There, in sweet strains of kindred music blending.

All the home-voices meet at day's decline

;

One are those tones, as from one heart ascending,

There laughs my home—sad stranger ! where is

thine?

Ask'st thou of mine 1 In solemn peace 'tis lying,

Far o'er the deserts and the tombs away ;

'Tis where /, too, am loved with love undying,

And fond hearts waitmy step—Butwhere are theyt

Askwherethe earth'sdeparted havetheirdwelling;

Ask of the clouds, the stars, the trackless air !

I know it not, yet trust the whisper, telling

My lonely heart that love unchanged is there.

And what is home, and where, but with the loving

Happy thou art, that so canst gaze on thine !

My spirit feels but, in its weary roving.

That with the dead, where'er they be, is mine,

relieve the hours of separation by occasional intercourse with

the objects of their earliest affections."—See the Notes to

Mrs Brunton's AVorks.
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Go to thy home, rejoicing son and brother !

Boar in fresh gladness to the household scene !

For me, too, watch the sister and the mother,

1 well believe—but dark seas roll between.

THE SOLDIER'S DEATH-BED.

'• WIe herrlich die Sonne ilort unterReht ! da ich noch ein Bube war

-Wftr"> mein Lkbl[ngfeg(;danke, wie aie zu leben, wie ale ru sterben !

"

DiR Raubxk.

ZiKE thee to die, thou tun !—My boyhood's dream

Was this ; and now my spirit, with thy beam,

Ebbs from a field of victory !—yet the hour

Bears back upon me, mth a torrent's power.

Nature's deep longings. Oh ! for some kind eye

Wherein to meet love's fervent farewell gaze

;

Some breast to pillow life's last agony.

Some voice, to speak of home and better days,

Beyond the pass of shadows ! But I go,

I that have been so loved, go hence alone

;

And ye, nowgatheringround my own hearth's glow.

Sweet friends ! it may be that a softer tone,

Ev'n in this moment, with your laughing glee.

Mingles its cadence while you speak of me

—

Of me, your soldier, midst the mountains lying.

On the red banner of his battles dying.

Far, fai- away ! And oh ! your parting prayer

—

Will not his name be fondly murmur'd there ?

It will !—A blessing on that holy hearth !

Though clouds are darkening to o'ercast its mirth.

Mother ! I may not hear thy voice again

;

Sisters ! ye watch to greet my step in vain ;

Young brother, fare thee well !—on each dear head

Blessing and love a thousandfold be shed.

My soul's last earthly breathings ! May your home
Smile for you ever !—May no winter come.

Noworld,between yourhearts ! May ev'n your tears.

For my sake, full of long-remember'd years,

Quicken the true affections that entwine

Your lives in one bright bond ! I may not sleep

Amidst our fathers, where those tears might shine

Over my slumbers
; yet your love will keep

My memory living in th' ancestral halls.

Whereshame hath never trod. The darknight falls,

And I depart. The brave are gone to rest.

The brothers of my combat.s, oil the brea.st

Of the red field they reap'd :—their work is done

—

ThoK, too, art set !—farewell, farewell, thou sun !

The last lone watcher of the bloody sod

Offers a trusting spirit up to God.

THE IMAGE IN THE HEART.

TO • • •

" True, indeed, It Is,

That they whom death has hidden (Vom our light,

Are worthiest of the mind's refiard ; with them

The future cannot eontrmdiet the past

—

Mortality's last exercise and proof

Is undergone." WoaoewoETH.

" The love where death hath set his seal.

Hot age can chill, nor rival steal,

Wor fiilsehood disavow. ** Byaoi*.

I CALL thee bless'd !—though now the voice be fled

Which to thy soulbrought dayspring with its tone,

And o'er the gentle eyes though dust be spread,

Eyesthatno'er look'd on thine but light was thrown

Far through thy breast

:

And though the music of thy life be broken.

Or changed in every chord since he is gone

—

Feeling all this, even yet, by many a token,

thou, the deeply, but the brightly lone !

I call thee bless'd !

For in thy heart there is a holy spot.

As mid the waste an isle of fount and palm,

For ever green !—the world's breath enters not,

The passion-tempests may not break its calm :

'Tis thine, all thine I

Thither, in trust unbaffled, may'st thou turn

From bitter words, cold greetings, heartless eyes.

Quenching thy soul's thirst at the hidden urn

That, fiU'd mth waters of sweet memory, lies

In its own shrine.

Thou hast thy home I—there is no power in change

To reach that temple of the past ; no sway.

In all time brings of sudden, dark, or strange,

To sweep the still transparent peace away

Fi'om its hush'd air !

And oh ! that glorious image of the dead !

Sole thing whereon a deathless love may rest,

And in deep faith and dreamy worship shed

Its high gifts fearlessly ! I call thee bless'd.

If only there.

Bless'd, for the beautiful within thee dwelling

Never to fade !^a refuge from distrust,

A spring of purer life, still freshly welling.

To clothe the barrenness of earthly dust

With flowers divine.

And thou hast been beloved !— it is no dream.

No false mirage for titee, the fervent love.
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The rainbow still unreach'd, the ideal gleam.

That ever seems before, beyond, above,

Far o£f to shine.

But thou, from all the daughters of the earth

Singled and mark'd, hast known its home and place

;

And the high memory of its holy worth

To this our life a glory and a grace

For thee hath given.

And art thou not still fondly, truly loved 1

Thou art !—the love his spirit bore away

Was not for death !—a treasure but removed,

A bright bird parted for a clearer day,

—

Thine still in heaven I

THE LAND OF DREAMS.

" And dreams, tn their derelopment, have breath.

And tears and tortures, and the touch ofjoy

;

They leave a weight upon our waking thoughts.

They make us what we were not—what they wUl,

And shake us with the vision that's gone by.''

SPIBIT-LAND ! thou land of dreams !

A world thou art of mysterious gleams,

Of startling voices, and sounds at strife

—

A world of the dead in the hues of life.

Like a wizard's magic glass thou art.

When the wavy, shadows float by, and part

:

Visions of aspects, now loved, now strange,

Glimmering and mingling in ceaseless change.

Thou art like a city of the past.

With its gorgeous halls into fragments cast,

Amidst whose ruins there glide and play

Familiar forms of the world's to-day.

Thouart like the depths where the seas have birth.

Rich with the wealth that is lost from earth,

—

All the sere flowers of our days gone by.

And the buried gems in thy bosom lie.

Yes ! thou art like those dim sea-caves,

A realm of treasures, a realm of graves ! [and go,

And the shapes through thy mysteries that come
Are of beauty and terror, of power and woe.

But for me, thou picture-land of sleep !

Thou art all one world of affections deep,

—

And wrung from my heart is each flushing dye

That sweeps o'er thy chambers of imagery.

And thy bowers are fair—even as Eden fair;

All the beloved of my soul are there !

The forms my spirit most pines to see,

The eyes whose love hath been life to me :

They are there—and each blessed voice I hear.

Kindly, and joyous, and silvery clear ;

But under-tones are in each, that say,

—

" It is but a dream ; it will melt away !

"

I walk with sweet friends in the sunset's glow

;

I listen to music of long ago

;

But one thought, like an omen, breathes faint

through the lay,

—

" It is but a dream ; it will melt away !

"

I sit by the hearth of my early days

;

All the home-faces are met by the blaze,

—

And the eyes of the mother shine soft, yet Bay,

" It is but a dream ; it wiU melt away !

"

And away, like a flower's passing breath, 'tis gone.

And I wake more sadly, more deeply lone I

Oh ! a haunted heart is a weight to bear,—

•

Bright faces, kind voices ! where are ye, where 1

Shadow not forth, thou land of dreams.

The past, as it fled by my own blue streams !

Make not my spirit within me bum
For the scenes and the hours thatmay ne'erretum

!

Call out from the future thy visions bright,

From the world o'er the grave, take thy solenm

light.

And oh ! with the loved whom no more I see.

Show me my home, as it yet may be !

As it yet may be in some purer sphere.

No cloud, no parting, no sleepless fear
; [day.

So my soul may bear on through the long, long

Till I go where the beautiful melts not away !

WOMAN ON THE FIELD OF BATTLE.

" Where hath not woman stood

Strong in afTection's might ? a reed, opborae

By an o'ennastering current !
"

Gentle and lovely form 1

What didst thou here,

When the fierce battle-storm

Bore down the spear 1
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Oh ! many are the mansions there,'

But not in one hath grief a share !

No haxmting shade from things gone by

May there o'ersweep th' unchanging sky.

And they are there, whose long-loved mien

In earthly homo no more is seen

;

Wliose places, where they smihng sate,

Are left unto us desolate.

We miss them when the board is spread

;

We miss them when the prayer is said
;

Upon our dreams their dying eyes

In still and mournful fondness rise.

But they are where these longings vain

Trouble no more the heart and brain

;

The sadness of this aching love

Dims not our Father's house above.

Ye are at rest, and I in tears,^

Ye dwellei-s of immortal spheres !

Under the poplar boughs I stand.

And mourn the broken household band.

But, by your life of lowly faith.

And by your joyful hope in death.

Guide me, till on some brighter shore

The sever'd wreath is bound once more I

Holy ye were, and good, and true !

No change can cloud my thoughts of you

;

Guide me, like you to live and die.

And reach my Father's house on high !

THE STRANGER'S HEART.

The stranger's heart ! Oh, wound it not

!

A yearning anguish is its lot

;

In the green shadow of thy tree,

The stranger finds no rest with thee.

Thou think'st the vine's low rustling leaves

Glad music round thy household eaves

;

To him that sound hath sorrow's tone—

•

The stranger's heai't is with his own.

^ *' In my father's house there are many mansions."

—

John, chap. xiv.

2 From an ancient Hebrew dirge:

" Mourn for the mourner, and not for the dead,

For he is at rest, and we in teart !

"

Thou think'st thy children's laughing play

A lovely sight at fall of day

;

Then are the stranger's thoughts opprese'd

—

His mother's voice comes o'er his breast.

Thou think'st it sweet when friend with friend

Beneath one roof in prayer may blend

;

Then doth the stranger's eye grow dim

—

Far, far are those who pray'd with him.

Thy hearth, thy home, thy vintage-land.

The voices of thy kindred band

—

Oh ! midst them all when bless'd thou art,

Deal gently with the stranger's heart

!

TO A REMEMBERED PICTURE.

[She was singularly impressed by the picture at Holy-

rood House, shown as that of Rizzio. The authenticity of

this designation is more than doubtful ; but hers was not a

mind for question or cavil on points of this nature. Tlie

" local habitation and the name" were in themselves suffi-

cient to awaken her fancy, and to satisfy her faith. As
Rizzio's portrait, it took its place in her imagination ; and the

train of deep and mournful thoughts it suggested, imbued, as

was her wont, with the colouring of her own individual feel-

ngs, was embodied in the lines *' To a Remembered Pic-

iture."

—

Memoir, p. 197-8.]

They haunt me still—those calm, pure, holy eyes!

Their piercing sweetness wanders through my
dreams

;

The soul of music that within them lies

Comes o'er my soul in soft and sudden gleams

:

Life—spirit-life—immortal and divine

—

Is there ; and yet how dark a death was thine

!

Could it—oh! could it be—meek child of song 1

The might of gentleness on that fair brow

—

Was the celestial gift no shield from wrong

!

Bore it no talisman to ward the blow

!

Ask if a flower, upon the billows cast.

Might brave their strife—aflute-notehush the blast

!

Are there not deep, sad oracles to read

In the clear stillness of that radiant face 1

Yes I even like thee must gifted spirits bleed.

Thrown on aworld, for heavenly things no place!

Bright, exiled birds that visit alien skies.

Pouring on storms then- suppliant melodies.

And seeking ever some true, gentle breast.

Whereon their trembling plimiage might repose.
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And their free song-notes, from that happy nest,

Gusli as a fount that forth from sunlight flows

;

Vain dream!—thelove whose preciousbalms might

save

Still, still denied—they struggle to the grave.

Yet my heart shall not sink !—another doom,

Victim ! hath set its promise iu thine eye

:

A light is there, too quenchless for the tomb.

Bright earnest of a nobler destiny
;

Telling of answers, in some far-off sphere.

To the deep souls that find no echo here.

COME HOME

!

Come home ! There is a sorrovrfng breath

In music since yo went.

And the early flower-scents wander by

With mournful memories blent.

The tones in every household voice

Are grown more sad and deep
;

And the sweet word

—

hrotlier—-wakes a wish

To turn aside and weep.

yo beloved ! come home ! Tho hour

Of many a greeting tone.

The time of hearth-light and of song

Returns—and ye arc gone !

And darkly, heavily it falls

On tlic forsaken room.

Burdening the heai^t with tenderness.

That deepens midst tho gloom,

Wliere finds it you, ye wandering ones

!

With all your boyhood's glco

Untamed ? Beneath the desert's palm.

Or on the lone mid-sea

!

By stormy hills of battles old 1

Or where dark rivers foam ?

—

Oh ! life is dim where ye are not

—

Back, ye beloved, come home !

Come with the leaves and winds of spring,

And swift birds, o'er the main !

Our love is grown too sorrowful

—

Bring us its youth again !

Bring the glad tones to music back !

Still, still your home is fair,

' Quoted from a letter of Lord Byron's. He describes the

Impression produced upon Iiim by some tombs at Bologna,

bearing tills simple inscription, and adds, 'MVhen I die, 1

The spirit of your sunny life

Alone 13 wanting there !

THE FOUNTAIN OF OBLIVION.

" Implors pace !">

One draught, kind fairy ! from that fountain deep.

To lay the phantoms of a haunted breast

;

And lone affections, which arc griefs, to steep

In the cool honey-dews of dreamless rest

;

And from the soul the lightning-marks to lave

—

One draught of that sweet wave !

yet, mortal ! pause ! Within thy mind is laid

Wealth, gather'd long and slowly ; thoughts divine

Heap that full treasure-house; and thou hast

made

The gems of many a spirit's ocean thine ;—

-

Shall the dark waters to oblivion bear

A pyramid so fair

!

Pottr from the fount ! and let the draught efface

All tho vain lore by memory's pride amass'd,

So it but sweep along the torrent's trace.

And fill the hollow channels of tho past

;

And from the bosom's inmost folded leaf.

Rase tho ono master-grief

!

Yetpauseoncemore! All, oZZthysoulhath known.

Loved, felt, rejoiced in, from its grasp must fade !

Is there no voice whose kind, awakening tone

A sense of spring-time in thy heart hath made )

No eye whose glance thy daydreams would recall?

— Think—wouldstthou part with all?

Fill with forgetfulness ! There are, there are

Voices whoso music I have loved too well

—

Eyes of deep gentleness ; but they are far

—

Never ! oh never, in my home to dwell

!

Take their soft looks from off my yearning soul

—

Fill high th' obliviotis bowl 1

Yet pause again ! With memory wilt thou cast

Tho tmdying hope away, of memory bom ?

Hope of reunion, heart to heart at last.

No restless doubt between, no rankling thorn ?

Wotildst thou erase all records of delight

That make such visions bright ?

could wish that some friend would see these words, and no

other, placed above my grave,

—

'Impl&ra pace/'

"
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Fill with forgetfulness, fill high 1 Yet stay—

Tis from the past we shadow forth the land

Where smiles, long lost, again shall light our way.

And the soul's friends be wreath'd in one bright

band.

-Pour the sweet waters back on their own rill

—

I must remember still.

[" The * Songs of the Affections* were published in the

Bummer of 1830. This collection of lyrics has been, perliaps,

less popular than other of Mrs Hemans's later works. It was

hardly, indeed, to be expected that the principal poem, * A
Spirit's Return,' the origin and subject of which we have

already described, should appeal to the feelings of so large a

circle as had borne witness to the truth of the tales of actual

life and sacrifice and suffering contained in tlie * Records of

"Woman.* But there are parts of the poem solemnly and

impressively powerful. The passages in which the speaker

describes her youth—the disposition born with her to take

pleasure in spiritual contemplations, and to listen to that

voice in nature which speaks of another state of being beyond

this visible world—prepare us most naturally for the agony of

her desire—when he, in whom she had devotedly embarked

all her earthly hopes and affections

—

-till the world held naught

Sara the one being to my centred thought,'

For their sake, for the dead—whose image naught

May dim within the temple ofmy breast

—

For their love's sake, which now no earthly

thought

May shake or trouble with its own imrest,

Though the past haunt me as a spirit—yet

I ask not to forget.

was taken away from her for ever—to see him, if but for a

moment—to speak with him only once again I

As the crisis of interest approaches, the variety given by

alternate rhymes to the heroic measure in which the tale waa

written, la wisely laid aside, and it proceeds with a resistless

energy

—

' Hart thou been told, that from the Tlrwlen bourne

The dark way never hath allow'd return ?' etc.

** The conclusion of this fine poem is far from fulfilling the

promise of its commencement ; but it was impossible to imagine

any events, or give utterance to any feelings, succeeding those

so awful and exciting, which should not appear feeble, and

vague, and exhausted. Mrs Hemana would sometimes regret

that she had not bestowed more labour upon the close of her

work : this, it is true, might have been more carefully elabo-

rated, but, from the nature of her subject, I doubt the possi-

bility of its having been substantially improved.**

—

Chorlby's

Memorials qfMrs Hemanx, p. 101-5.]

MISCELLANEOUS POEMS.

THE BEIDAL-DAT.

[On a monument in a Venetian cliurch is an epitapli, re-

eording that the remains beneith are those of a noble lady,

who expired suddenly wliile standing as a bride at tlie altar.]

*' We bear her home I we bear her borne

!

Over the murmiiring salt sea's foam

;

One who has fled from the war of life,

From Borrow, pain, and the fever etrift.'*

BARav COEXWAIX.

Bridb ! upon thy marriage-day,

When thy gems in rich array

Made the glistening mirror seem

As a star-reflecting stream

;

When the clustering pearls lay fair

Midst thy braids of sunny hair,

And the white veil o'er thee streaming,

Like a sUvery halo gleaming,

Mellow'd all that pomp and light

Into something meekly bright

;

Did the fluttering of thy breath

Speak of joy or woe beneath 1

And the hue that went and came

O'er thy cheek, like wavering flame,

Flow'd that crimson from th' unrest

Or the gladness of thy breast 1

—Who shall tell us t From thy bower,

Brightly didst thou pass that hour

;

With the many-glancing oar,

And the cheer along the shore.

And the wealth of summer flowers

On thy fair head cast in showers.

And the breath of song and flute,

And the clarion's glad salute.

Swiftly o'er the Adrian tide

Wert thou borne in pomp, young bride I
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No voice, no breath !—of conflicts past, no trace

!

—Doth not this hush give answer to my quest 1

Surely the dread religion of the place

By every grief hath made its might confest !

—

Oh ! that within my heart I could but keep

Holy to heaven, a spot thuspure,and still, and deep

!

THE SONG OF NIGHT.'

" night.

And itorm, and darkness ! ye are wondrous strong.

Yet lovely in your strength 1" livaoN.

I COME to thee, Earth

!

With all my gifts !—for every flower sweet dew
In bell, and urn, and chalice, to renew

The glory of its birth.

Not one which glimmering lies

Far amidst folding hills, or forest leaves.

But, through its veins of beauty, bo receives

A spirit of fresh dyes.

I come with every star

;

Making thy streams, that on their noon-day track.

Give but the moss, the reed, the lily back.

Mirrors of worlds afar.

I come with peace,—I shed

Sleep through thy wood-walks, o'er the honey-bee.

The lark's triumphantvoice,the fawn's young glee.

The hyacinth's meek head.

On my own heart I lay

The weary babe ; and sealing with a breath

Its eyes of love, send fairy dreams, beneath

The shadowing lids to play.

I come with mightier things

!

Who calls me silent 1 I have many tones—

-

The dark skies thrill with low mysterious moans.

Borne on my sweeping wings.

I waft them not alone

From the deep organ of the forest shades,

Or buried streams, unheard amidst their glades

Till the bright day ia done;

But in the human breast

A thousand still small voices I awake,

^ Suggested by Thorwaldsen's bas-relief of Nigbt, repre-

sented under the form of a wiuged female figure, with two

Infants asleep in her arms.

Strong, in their sweetness, from the soul to shake

The mantle of its rest.

I bring them from the pa.st

:

From true hearts broken, gentle spirits torn.

From crush'd affections, which, though long o'er-

Make their tones heard at last, [borne,

I bring them from the tomb :

O'er the sad couch of late repentant love

They pass—though low as murmurs of a dove

—

Like trumpets through the gloom.

I come with all my train :

Who calls me lonely ] Hosts around me tread,

The intensely bright, the beautiful, the dead

—

Phantoms of heart and brain I

Looks from departed eyes.

These are my lightnings 1—fill'd with anguish vain.

Or tenderness too piercing to sustain.

They smite with agonies.

I, that with soft control.

Shut the dim violet, hush the woodland song,

I am the avenging one !—the arm'd, the strong

—

The searcher of the soul

!

I, that shower dewy light [pest birth

Through slumbering leaves, bringstorms—the tem-

Of memory, thought, remorse ! Be holy, Earth 1

I am the solemn Night !

'

[The howling of the wind at night had a very pectiliar

effect on her nerves—nothing In the least approaching to the

sensation of fear, as few were more exempt from that class of

alivrms usually called nervous ; but working upon her ima-

gination to a degree whicti was alwa^'s succeeded by a reaction

of fatigue and exhaustion. The solemn influences thus mys-

teriously exercised are alluded to in many of her poems, par-

ticularly " The Song of the Night," and "The Voice of the

Wind."

—

Memoir^ p. 84.]

THE STORM-PAINTER IN HIS DUNGEON.

" Where of ye, O tempertB, lithe goal ?

Are yt like those thnt shnke the human brenst ?

Or do )'e find at length, like eagles, tome high nent ?"

Childx Habold.

Midnight, and silence deep

!

—The air is fill'd with sleep,

With the stream's whisper, and the citron's breath

;

2 Pietro Mulier, called II Tcmpcsta, from hia surprising

pictures of stomis. '* His compositions," snys Lanri, "in-

spire a real horror, presenting to our eyea death-devoted sbipi
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Yes ! to the dwelling where no footsteps fall,

NeTer again to light up hearth or hall,

Thy smUo is gone 1

"

" Home, homel" once more the exulting Voice

arose:

" Thou art gone home !—from that divine repose

Never to roam !

Never to say farewell, to weep in vain,

To read of change, in eyes beloved, again

—

Thou art gone homo !

" By the bright waters now thy lot is cast

—

Joy for thee, happy friend ! thy bark hath past

The rough sea's foam !

Now the long yearnings of thy soul are still'd,

Home ! homo !—thy peace is won, thy heart is fill'd

:

Thou art gone home !

THE PARTING SHIP.

" A guttering ahip, that bath the pUdn

Orocean for her own domain." Wordsworth.

Go, in thy gloty, o'er the ancient sea.

Take with thee gentle winds thy sails to swell

;

Sunshine and joy upon thy streamers be,

Fare thee well, bark ! farewell

!

Proudly the flashing billow thou hast cleft.

The breeze yet follows thee with cheer and song;

Who now of storms hath dream or memory left?

And yet the deep is strong !

But go thou triumphing, while still the smiles

Of summer tremble on the water's breast !

Thou shalt be greeted by a thousand isles,

In lone, wild beauty drest.

To thee a welcome breathing o'er the tide.

The genii groves of Araby shall pour ;

Waves that enfold the pearl shall bathe thy side.

On the old Indian shore.

Oft shall the shadow of the palm-tree lie

O'er glassy bays wherein thy sails are furl'd,

And its leaves whisper, as the winds sweep by,

Tales of the elder world.

Oft shall the burning stars of southern skies.

On the mid-ocean see thee chain'd in sleep,

A lonely home for human thoughts and ties,

Between the heavens and deep.

Blue seas that roll on gorgeous coasts renown'd.

By night shall sparkle where thyprowmakes way;

Strange creatures of the abyss that none may
In thy broad wake shall play. [sound,

From hills unknown, in mingled joy and fear.

Free dusky tribes shall pour, thy flag to mark;

—

Blessings go with thee on thy lone career I

Hail, and farewell, thou bark !

A long farewell ! Thou wilt not bring us back

All whom thou bearest far from homo and

hearth

:

Many are thine, whose steps no more shall track

Their own sweet native earth !

Some wilt thou leave beneath the plantain's shade,

Where through the foliage Indian suns look

bright

;

Some in the snows of wintry regions laid,

By the cold northern light.

And some, far down below the sounding wave,

StUl shall they lie, though tempests o'er them
sweep

;

Never may flower be strewn above their grave.

Never may sister weep !

And thou,the billow's queen—even thyproud form

On ourglad sight no more perchance may swell

;

Yet God alike is in the calm and storm

—

Fare thee well, bark I farewell I

THE LAST TREE OF THE FOREST.

WHmpER, thou Tree, thou lonely Tree,

One, where a thousand stood !

Well might proud tales be told by thee,

Last of the solemn wood !

Dwells there no voice amidst thy boughs,

With leaves yet darkly green 1

Stillness is round, and noontide glows

—

Tell us what thou hast seen.

" I have seen the forest-shadows lie

Wliere men now reap the com
;

I have seen the kingly chase rush by

Through the deep glades at mom.

" With the glance of many a gallant spear.

And the wave of many a plume.
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And the shadow, flung from the Grecian pine,

Sweeps with the breeze o'er your gleaming line.

And the tall reeds wliisper to your waves.

Beside heroic graves.

Voices and lights of the lonely place !

By the freshest fern your path we trace
;

By the brightest cups on the emerald moss.

Whose fairy goblets the turf emboss
;

By the rainbow-glancing of insect wings.

In a thousand mazy rings.

Tliere sucks the bee, for the richest flowers

Are all your own through the summer hours
;

There the proud stag his fair image knows,

Traced on your glass beneath alder-boughs ;

And the halcyon's breast, like the skies array'd.

Gleams through the willow shade.

But the wild sweet tales that with elves and fays

Peopled your banks*n the olden days.

And the memory left by departed love

To your antique founts in glen and grove.

And the glory bom of the poet's dreams

—

These are your charms, bright streams I

Now is the time of your flowery rites

Gone by with its dances and young delights :

From your marble ums ye have burst away.

From your chapel-cells to the laughing day
;

Low lie your altars with moss o'ergrown.

And the woods again are lone.

Yet holy still be your living springs.

Haunts of all gentle and gladsome things !

Holy, to converse with nature's lore.

That gives the worn spirit its youth once more.

And to silent thoughts of the love divine,

Making the heart a shrine I

THE VOICE OF THE 'WIND.

" There i< nothing In the wide world *o like the Toice of a spirit."

Grav'« " Letten."

Oh ! many a voice is thine, thou Wind ! full many
a voice is thine !

From every scene thy wing o'ersweeps thoubear'st

a sound and sign ;

A minstrel wild and strong thou art, with a mas-

tery all thine own.

And the spirit is thy harp, Wind ! that gives

the answering tone.

Thou hast been across red fields of war, nrkoro

shiver'd helmets lie,

And thou bringest thence the thrilling note of a

clarion in the sky

;

A rustling of proud bannei^folds, a peal of stormy

drums,

—

All these are in thy music met, as when a leader

comes.

Thou hast been o'er solitary seas, and from their

wastes brought back

Each noise of waters that awoke in the mystery

of thy track

—

The chime of low, soft, southern waves on some

green palmy shore.

The hollow roll of distant surge, the gather'd

billows' roar.

Thou art come from forests dark and deep, thou

mighty rushing Wind

!

And thou bearest all their unisons in one full swell

combined

;

The restless pines, the moaning stream, all hidden

things and free.

Of the dim, old, sounding wilderness, have lent

their soul to thee.

Thou art come from cities lighted up for the con-

queror passing by,

Thou art wafting from their streets a sound of

haughty revelry

;

The rolling of triumphant wheels, the harpings in

the hall, [fall.

The far-off shout of multitudes, are in thy rise and

Thou art come from kingly tombs and shrines,

from ancient minsters vast.

Through the dark aisles of a thousand years thy

lonely wing hath pass'd

;

Thou hast caught the anthem's billowy swell, the

stiitely dirge's tone,

For a chief, with sword, and shield, and helm, to

his place of slumber gone.

Thou art come from long-forsaken homes, wherein

our young days flew,

Thou h.ist found sweet voices lingering there, the

loved, the kind, the true

;

Thou callest back those melodies, though now oU

changed and fled

—

Be stiU, be still, and haunt us not with music from

the dead

!

Are all these notes in thte, wild wind 1 these many

notes in thee !
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Silent—save when breeze's moan
Comes through flowers or fretted stone

;

And the wild-rose waves around thee,

And the long dark grass hath bound thee,

—Sleep'st thou, as the swain might sleep,

In his nameless valley deep t

No ! bravo heart ! though cold and lone.

Kingly power is yet thine own

!

Feel I not thy spirit brood

O'er the whispering solitude 1

Lo I at one high thought of thee,

Fast they rise, the bold, the free.

Sweeping past thy lowly bed,

With a mute, yet stately tread.

Shedding their pale armour's light

Forth upon the breathless night,

Bending every warlike plume

In the prayer o'er saintly tomb.

Is the noble Douglas nigh,

Arm'd to follow thee, or die 1

Now, true heart ! as thou wert wont

Pass thou to the peril's front

!

Where the banner-spear is gleaming.

And the battle's red wine streamuig.

Till the Paynim quail before thee.

Till the cross wave proudly o'er thee.

—Dreams ! the falling of a leaf

Wins me from their splendours brief;

Dreams, yet bright ones I scorn them not.

Thou that seek'st the holy spot

;

Nor, amidst its lone domain.

Call the faith in relics vain

!

NATURE'S FAREWELL.

"The teauUfuI U vanltb'd , and returns not.

"

CoLviiiDOB'a " WAllenitetn."

A Yourn rode forth from his childhood's home.

Through the crowded paths of the world to roam

;

And the green leaves whisper'd, as he pass'd,

" Wherefore, thou dreamer ! away so fast 1

"Knew'st thou with what thou art parting here,

Long wouldst thou linger in doubt and fear

;

Thy heart's light laughter, thy sunny hours.

Thou hast left in our shades with the spring's

wild flowers.

" Under the arch by our mingling made.

Thou and thy brother have gaily play'd

;

Yo may meet again where ye roved of yore.

But as ye have met there—oh ! never more !"

On rode the youth—and the boughs among.

Thus the free birds o'er his pathway sung

:

" Wherefore so fast unto life away 1

Thou art leaving for ever thy joy in our lay

!

" Thou may'st come to the summer woods again.

And thy heart have no echo to greet their strain

;

Afar from the foliage its love will dwell

—

A change must pass o'er thee. Farewell, farewell
!"

On rode the youth—and the founts and streams

Thus mingled a voice with his joyous dreams

:

"We havebeen thy playmates throughmany a day,

Wherefore thus leave us 1—oh ! yet delay

!

" Listen but once to the sound of our mirth

!

For thee 'tis a melody passing from earth

;

Never again wilt thou find in its flow

The peace it could once on thy heart bestow.

"Thou wilt visit the scenes of thy childhood's glee.

With the breath of the world on thy spirit free

;

Passion and sorrow its depths will have stirr'd.

And the singing of waters be vainly heard.

"Thou wilt bear in oiu" gladsome laugh no part

—

What should it do for a burning heart 1

Thou wilt bring to the banks of our freshest rUl,

Thirst which no fountain on earth may still.

" Farewell !—whenthoucomest again tothine own.

Thou wilt miss from our music its loveliest tone;

Mournfully true is the tale wo tell

—

Yet on, fiery dreamer ! farewell, farewell
!"

And a something of gloom on his spirit weigh'd

As he caught the last sounds of his native shade;

But he knew not, till may a bright spell broke.

How deep were the oracles Nature spoke

!

THE BEINGS OP THE MIND.

" The beings of the mind mre not of clny

;

Enentially immortal, they create

And multiply In us a brighter ray,

And more beloved existence ; that which FAt«

Prohibit* to dull Ufe, In thla our <tate

Of mortal bondage." UvRon.

Come to mo with your triumphs and your woes,

Ye forms, to life by glorious poets brought

!
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I sit alone with flowers, and vernal boughs.

In the deep shadow of a voiceless thought

;

Midst the glad music of the spring alone,

And sorrowful for visions that are gone

!

Come to me ! make your thrilling whispers heard.

Ye, by those masters of the soul endow'd

With life, and love, and many a burning word,

Thatburstsfrom grief like lightningfrom a cloud.

And smites the heart, till all its chords repl}'.

As leaves make answer when the wind sweeps by.

Come to me ! visit my dim haunt !—the sound

Of hidden springs is in the grass beneath

;

The stock-dove's note above ; and all aroimd.

The poesy that with the violet's breath

Floats through the air, in rich and sudden streams.

Mingling, like music, with the soul's deep dreams.

Friends, friends !—forsuchtomylone heartyeare

—

Unchanging ones ! from whose immortal eyes

The glory melts not as a waning star.

And the sweet kindness never, never dies

;

Bright children of the bard ! o'er this green dell

Pass once again, and light it with your spell

!

Imogen ! fair Fidele ! meekly blending.

In patient grief, "a smiling with a sigh;"'

And thou, Cordelia ! faithful daughter, tending

That sire, an outcast to the bitter sky

;

Thou of the soft low voice !—thou art not gone

!

Still breathes for me its faint and flute-like tone.

And come to me !—sing me thy willow-strain.

Sweet Desdemona ! with the sad surprise

In thy beseeching glance, where still, though vain,

Undimm'd, unquenchable affection lies

;

Come, bowing thy young head to wrong and scorn.

As a fi'ail hyacinth by showers o'erborne.

And thou, too, fair Ophelia ! flowers are here.

That well might win thy footstep to the spot

—

Pale cowslips, meet for maiden's early bier,

And pansies for sad though ts,''—but needed not!

Come with thy wreaths, and all the love and light

In that wild eye still tremulously bright.

And Juliet, vision of the south ! enshrining

All gifts that unto its rich heaven belong

;

The glow, the sweetness, in its rose combining,

The soul its nightingales pour forth in song,

1 '* Nobly he yokes

A smiling with a sigh."

—

Cymbeli.vb.

Thou, making death deep joy !—^but coulcPtt thou

diel

No I—thy young love hath immortality

!

From earth's bright faces fades the light of mom.
From earth's glad voices drops the joyous tone;

But ye, the children of the soul, were bom
Deathless, and for undying love alone

;

And, ye beautiful ! 'tis well, how well.

In the soul's world, with you, where change is

not, to dwell

!

THE LYKE'S LAMENT.

*' A large IjTe hung in an opening of the rock, and gave forth ita

melaocholy music to the wind—but no bumatt being was to he seen."

Salatbibl.

A DEEP-TONED lyre hung murmuring

To the wild wind of the sea

;

" melancholy wind," it sigh'd,

"What would thy breath with me 1

" Thou canst not wake the spirit

That in me slumbering lies.

Thou strikest not forth th' electric fire

Of buried melodies.

" Wind of the dark sea-waters I

Thou dost but sweep my strings

Into wild gusts of moumfulness.

With the rushing of thy wings.

" But the spell—the gift—the lightning

—

Within my frame conceal'd.

Must I moulder on the rock away

With their triumphs unreveal'd 1

" I have power, high power, for freedom

To wake the burning soul

!

I have sounds that through the ancient hills

Like a torrent's voice might roll.

" I have pealing notes of victory

That might welcome kings from war

;

I have rich, deep tones to send the wail

For a hero's death afar.

' I have chords to lift the paean

From the temple to the sky.

2 ** nere's pansies for yon—that's for thoughts."

IIa.mi.et.
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Is it where the flower of the orange blows,

Aud the fire-flies glance through the myrtle

boughs 1"

—" Not there, not there, my child !

"

" Is it where the feathery palm-trees rise,

And the date grows ripe under sunny skies 1

Or midst the green islands of gUttering seas.

Where fragrant forests perfume the breeze,

And strange, bright birds on their starry wings

Bear the rich hues of all glorious things 1"

—" Not there, not there, my child !

"

" Is it far away, in some region old.

Where the rivers wander o'er sands of gold t—
Where the burning rays of the ruby shine,

And the diamond lights up the secret mine.

And the pearlgleamsforthfromthecoralstrand ?—
Is it there, sweet mother ! that better land 1"

—" Not there, not there, my child !

" Eye hath not seen it, my gentle boy !

Ear hath not heard its deep songs of joy

;

Dreams cannot picture a world so fair

—

Sorrow and death may not enter there :

Time doth not breathe on its fadeless bloom.

For beyond the clouds, and beyond the tomb.

It is there, it is there, my child !

"

THE WOUNDED EAGLE.

Eagle ! this is not thy sphere !

Warrior-bird ! what seek'st thou here 1

Wherefore by the fountain's brink

Doth thy royal pinion sink 1

WTierefore on the violet's bed

Lay'st thou thus thy drooping head 1

Thou, that hold'st the blast in scorn,

Thou, that wear'st the wings of mom !

Eagle ! wilt thou not arise t

Look upon thine own bright skies !

Lift thy glance ! the fiery sun

There his pride of place hath won !

And the mountain lark is there.

And sweet sound hath fiU'd the air ;

fiast thou left that realm on high ?

—Oh ! it can be but to die !

Eagle ! eagle ! thou hast bow'd

From thine empire o'er the cloud !

Thou, that hadst etherial birth.

Thou hast stoop'd too near the earth,

And the hvmter's shaft hath found thee,

And the toils of death have bound thee !

—Wherefore didst thou leave thy place,

Creature of a kingly race ?

Wert thou weary of thy throne t

Was thy sky's dominion lone ]

ChiU and lone it well might be,

Yet that mighty wing was free !

Now the chain is o'er it cast,

From thy heart the blood flows fast,

—Woe for gifted souls and high !

Is not such tJidr destiny 1

SADNESS AND MIRTH.

" Ka;, theae wild tits ofuncurb'd taoghter

Athwart the gloom; tenor of your mind.

Ab it haa lower'd of late, so keenly cast,

tjnsuited seem, and strange.

oh, nothing strange I

I>id*st thou ne'er see the swallow's veering breast,

AV'inging the air beneath some murky cloud.

In the sunn'd glimpses ofa troubled day.

Shiver in silrery brightness ?

Or boatman's oar, as vivid lightning, flash

In the fiiint gleam, tliat, like a spirit's path.

Tracks the still waters of some sullen lake ?

O gentle friend

!

Chide not her mirth, who yesterday was sad.

And may be so to-morrow !
" JoAMfA BAttxis.

Ye met at the stately feasts of old,

'WTiere the brightwinefoam'd oversculpturedgold

;

Sadness and Mirth ! ye were mingled there

With the sound of the lyre in the scented air

;

As the cloud and the lightning are blent on high,

Ye mix'd in the gorgeous revelry.

For there hung o'erthose banquets ofyore a gloom,

A thought and a shadow of the tomb

;

It gave to the flute-notes an under-tone.

To the rose a colouring not its own,

To the breath of the myrtle a mournful power

—

Sadness and Mirth ! ye had each your dower !

Ye met when the triumph swept proudly by.

With the Roman eagles through the sky !

I know that even then, in his hour of pride.

The soul of the mighty within him died

;

That a void in his bosom lay darkly still,

Which the music of victory might never fill

!

Thou wert there, Mirth ! swelling on the shout,

Till the temples, like echo-caves, rang out

;

Thine were the garlands, the songs, the wine

—

All the rich voices in air were thine,
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Speak ! is it well with thee 1 We call, as thou,,

With thy lit eye, deep voice, and kindled brow,

Wert wont to call

On the departed ! Art thou bless'd and free ">

—Alas ! the lips earth covers, even to tlue

Were silent all

!

Yet shall our hope rise fann'd by quenchless faith.

As a flame, foster'd by some warm wind's breath,

In light upsprings

:

Freedsoul ofsong ! yes, thou hast foundthe so<ight

;

Borne to thy home of beauty and of thought,

On morning's wings.

And we will dream it is thy joy wo hear.

When life's young music, ringing far and clear,

O'erflows the sky.

No tears for t/iee I the lingering gloom is ours

—

Thou art for converse vrith all glorious powers.

Never to die I

TRIUMPHANT MUSIC.

** Tacete, tacete, O saoDl trlonfkatl

!

KljvegUftte In vano '1 cor ctu non puo liberarst."

WnEBEPORE and whitherbear'st thou up my spirit,

On eagle wings, through evety plvmie that thrill]

It hath no crown of victory to inherit

—

Bo still, triumphant harmony I be still I

Thine are no sounds for earth, thus proudly swell-

Into rich floods of joy. It is but pain [ing

To mount so high, yet find on high no dwelling.

To sink so fast, so heavily again I

No sounds for earthi Yes,to youngchieftaindying

On his own battle-field, at set of sun.

With his freed country's banner o'er him flying.

Well mightst thou speak of fame's high guerdon

No sounds for earthi Yea, for the martyr, leading

Unto victorious death serenely on

;

For patriot by his rescued altars bleeding.

Thou hast a voice in each majestic tone.

But speak not thus to one whose heart is beating

Against life's narrow bound, in conflict vain !

For power, for joy, high hope, and rapturous

greeting, [strain !

Thou wakost lone thirst—^be hush'd, exulting

Bo hush'd, or breathe of grief !—of exile yearnings

Under the willows of the stranger-shore ;

Breathe of the soul's imtold and restless burnings

For looks, tones, footsteps, that return no more.

Breathe of deep love—a lonely vigil keeping

Through the night-hours, o'er wasted wealth to

pine

;

[heaping

Kich thoughts and gad, like faded rose-leaves.

In the shut heart, at once a tomb and shrine.

Or pass OJB if thy spirit-notes came sighing

From worlds beneath some blue Elysian sky

;

Breathe of repose, the pure, the bright, th' un-

dying—

Ofjoy no more—^bewildering harmony !

SECOND-SiaHT.

^' Ne'er err'd the prophet-beart that grief inspired,

Though Jojr'e illusions mock their votarlst."—Uatlmn.

A MOURNruL gift is mine, friends I

A mournful gift is mine !

A murmur of tho soul which blends

With the flow of song and wine.

An eye that through the triumph's hour

Beholds the coming woe.

And dwells upon the faded flower

Midst the rich summer's glow.

Ye smile to view fair faces bloom

Where the father's board is spread
;

I see the stillness and the gloom

Of a home whence all are fled.

I see the wither'd garlands lie

Forsaken on the earth.

While the lamps yet burn, and the dancers fly

Through the ringing hall of mirth.

I see tho blood-red future stain

On tho warrior's gorgeous crest

;

And the bier amidst the bridal train

When they come with roses drest.

I hear the still small moan of time

Through tho ivy branches made,

WTiore tho palace, in its glory's prime,

With the sunshine stands array'd.
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But thou, the while—oh ! almost strange,

Mine imaged self ! it seems

That on thy brow of peace no change

Reflects my own swift dreams ;

Almost I marvel not to trace

Those lights and shadows in thy face.

To see thee calm, while powers thus deep

—

Affection, Memory, Grief—
Pass o'er my soul as winds that sweep

O'er a fi-ail aspen leaf

!

Oh, that the quiet of thine eye

Might sink there when the storm goes by !

Yet look thou still serenely on,

And if sweet friends there be

That when my song and soul are gone

Shall seek my form in thee,—
Tell them of one for whom 'twas best

To flee away and be at rest

!

[In the autumn of 1827, at the urgent request of Mr Alaric

Watts, who was then forming a gallery of portraits of the

living authors of Great Britain, Mrs llemans was prevailed

upon to sit for Iier picture. The artist selected on tliis occa-

sion was Mr W. E. West, an American by birtli, wlio Iiad

passed some time in Italy, and painted the last lilieness ever

taken of Lord Byron, and also one of Madame Guiccioli,

which was engraved in one of the annuals. During his stay

at Rhyllon, where he remained for some weeks, he finished

three several portraits of Mrs llemans—one for Mr Alaric

Watts, one which is now in the possession of Professor Norton,

and a third, which he most courteously presented to Mrs

llemans' sister, to whom it was even then a treasure, and is

now become one of inestimable value. This likeness, con-

sidered by her family as the beat ever taken of her, is the one

which suggested Mrs IIemans*s affecting lines, " To my own

Portrait.'* ... It is, however, only fair to repeat the

remark already made, and in which all those who were accus-

tomed to study the play of her features must concur—that

there never was a countenance more difficult to transfer to

canvass ; so varying were its expressions, and so impossible

is it to be satisfied with the mK which can alone be perpetu-

ated by the artist. The great charm of Mr West's picture is

its perfect freedom from any thing set or constrained in the

air ; and the sweet, serious expression, so accordant with her

maternal character, which reciills her own lines—
" Mother ! with thine earnest eje

Ever following silently ;"

and which made one of her children remark, in glancing from

it to the bust, executed some years after by Mr Angus

Fletclier^—"The bust is the poetess, but the picture \&all

mother."—Metmir, p. 129-130.]

NO MORE.

No morel A harp-string's deepand breaking tone,

A last, low, summer breeze, a far-oflT swell,

1 An engraving from Mr Fletcher's admunble bust forms

the frontispiece to the present volume.

A dying echo of rich music gone,

Breathe through those words—those murmurs

of farewell

—

No more !

To dwell in peace, with home-affections botmd.

To know the sweetness of a mother's voice.

To feel the spirit of her love arotmd.

And in the blessing of her eye rejoice

—

No more !

A dirge-like sound ! To greet the early friend

Unto the hearth, his place of many days

;

In the glad song with kindred lips to blend.

Or join the household laughter by the blaze

—

No more !

Through woodsthatshadow'd ourfirstyearsto rove

With all our native music in the air;

To watch the sunset with the eyes we love.

And turn, andread ourown heart'sanswer there—
No more !

Words of despair !—^yet earth's, all earth's thewoo

Their passion breathes—the desolately deep !

That sound in heaven—oh ! image then the flow

Of gladness in its tones—to part, to weep

—

No more !

To watch, in dying hope, affection's wane,

To see the beautiful from life depart.

To wear impatiently a secret chain,

To waste the mitold riches of the heart

—

No more !

Through long, long years to seek, to strive, to yearn

Forhuman love '—and never quench that thirst

;

To potir the soul out, winning no return.

O'er fragile idols, by delusion nursed

—

No more !

On things that fail us, reed by reed, to lean.

To momn the changed, the far away, the dead;

To send our troubled spirits through the miseen.

Intensely questioning for treasures fled

—

No more !

Words of triimiphant music ! Bear we on

The weight of life, the chain, the ungenial air

;

Their deathless meaning, when our tasks arc done.

To learn in joy,—to struggle, to despair

—

No more !

2 " Jamais, jamais, je. nc serai aime comme j'aimc 1" vtsA

a mournful expression of Madame de Stael's.
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Then, lover of the silent horn-

By deep lone waters pass'd !

Thence hast thou drawn a faith, a power,

To cheer thee through the last

;

And, wont on brighter worlds to dwell,

Ma/st calmly bid thy streams farewell

DEATH AND THE WARRIOR.

" At, warrior, arm ! and wear thy plume

On a proud and fearless brow I

I am the loi'd of the lonely tomb.

And a mightier one than thou !

" Bid thy soul's love farewell, young chief

—

Bid her a long iarewell

!

Like the morning's dew shall pass that grief

:

Thou comest with me to dwell !

" Thy bark may rush through the foaming deep.

Thy steed o'er the breezy hill

;

But they bear thee on to a place of sleep.

Narrow, and cold, and chill
!

"

" Was the voice I heard thy voice, Death !

And is thy day so near ?

Then on the field shall my life's last breath

Mingle with victory's cheer

!

"Banners shall float, with the trumpet's note.

Above me as I die !

And the palm-tree wave o'er my noble grave.

Under the Syrian sky.

" High hearts shall bum in the royal hall,

When the minstrel names that spot

;

And the eyes I love shall weep my fall.

—

Death, Death, I fear thee not !

"

" Warrior ! thou bear'st a haughty heart.

But I can bend its pride !

How shouldst thou know that thy soul will part

In the hour of victory's tide ?

" It may be far from thy steel-clad bands

That I shall make thee mine

;

It may be lone on the desert sands.

Where men for fountains pine I

"It may be deep amidst heavy chains.

In some deep Paynim hold

;

I have slow, dull step? and Hngering pains

Wherewith to tame the bold I

"

" Death, Death. I I go to a doom unblest.

If this indeed must be

;

But the Cross is bound upon my breast.

And I may not shrink for thee !

" Sound, clarion ! sound !—for my vows are given

To the cause of the holy shrine

;

I bow my soul to the will of heaven,

Death !—and not to thine !"

SONG FOR AN AIR BY HUMMEL.

Oh ! if thou wilt not give thine heart.

Give back my own to me

;

For if in thine I have no part.

Why should mine dwell with thee ?'

Yet no ! this mournful love of mine

I will not from me cast

;

Let me but dream 'twill win me thine

By its deep truth at last

!

Can aught so fond, so faithful, live

Through years without reply 1

—Oh ! if thy heart thou wilt not give.

Give me a thought, a sigh !

TO THE

MEMORY OF LORD CHARLES MURRAY,

SON OP THE DUKB OF ATHOLL, WHO DIJED IN THE CAU8B,

AND LAMBNTED BY THE PEOPLE OP GREECE.

*' Time cannot teach forgetfulness,

iv'hen griers fuU heart is fed by &ine."—BvRoi*.

Thou shouldst have slept beneaththe stately pines,

And with th' ancestral trophies of thy race ;

Thou that hast found, where alien tombs and

shrines

Speak of the past, a lonely dwelling-place !

Far from thy brethren hath thy couch been spread.

Thou brightyoungstranger midstthe mighty dead I

Yet to thy name a noble rite was given,

Banner and dirge met proudly o'er thy grave.

Under that old and glorious Grecian heaven.

Which unto death so oft hath lit the brave

:

And thy dust blends with mould heroic there.

With all that sanctifies the inspiring air.

^ The first verse of this song is a literal translation from

tlie German.
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Vain voice of fomo ! Bod sound for those that weep

!

For her, the mother, in whoso bosom lone

Thy childhood dwells—whoso thoughts a record

keep

Of smiles departed and sweet accents gone

;

Of all thine early grace and gentle worth

—

A vernal promise, faded now from earth !

But a bright memory claims a proud regret

—

A lofty sorrow finds its own deep springs

Of healing balm ; and she hath treasures yet

Whose soul can number with love's holy things,

A name like thine ! Now, past all cloud or spot.

A gem is hers, laid up where change is not.

THE BROKEN CHAIN.

I AM free !—I have burst through my galling chain.

The life ofyoung eagles is mine again;

I may cleave with my bark the glad soimding sea,

I may rove where the wind roves—my path is free

!

The streams dash in joy down the summer hill,

The birds pierce the depths of the sky at will.

The arrow goes forth vnth the singing breeze,

—

And is not my spirit as one of these 1

Oh ! the green earth with its wealth of flowers.

And the voices that ring through its forest bowers.

And the laughing glance of the founts that sliine.

Lighting the valleys—all, all are mine !

I may urge through the desert my foaming steed.

The wings of the morning shall lend him speed

;

I may meet the storm in its rushing glee

—

Its blasts and its lightnings are not more free !

Captive ! and hast thou then rent thy chain 1

Art thou free in the wilderness, free on the main?

Yes ! there thy spiiit may proudly soar.

But must thou not mingle with throngs the morel

The bird when he pincth, may hush his song.

Till the hour when his heart shall again be strong;

But thou—canst thou turn in thy woo aside.

And weep, midst thy brethren? No, not for pride.

May the fiery word from thy lip find way, [day?

When the thoughts burning in thee shall spring to

May the care that sits in thy weary breast

Look forth from thine a.spect, the revel's guest ?

No I with the shaft in thy bosom borne,

Thou must hide the wound in thy fear of scorn

;

Thou must fold thy mantle that none may see,

And mask theewith laughter, and say thou art bee.

No ! thou art chain'd till thy race is run,

By the power of all in the soul of one

;

On thy heai-t, on thy lip, must the fetter be

—

Dreamer ! fond dreamer ! oh, who is free ?

THE SHADOW OF A FLOWER.

" La voila telle que la mort nous I'a &lt€."—BoesuBT.

["Neverwas a philosophical imagination more beautiful than

that exquisite one of Kircher, Digby, and others, who dis-

covered in the ashes of plants their primitive forms, which

were again raised up by tlie power of heat. The ashes of

roses, siw they, will again revive in roses, unsubstantial and

unodorirerous ; they are not roses which grow on rose-trees,

but their delicate apparitions, and, like apparitions, they

are seen but for a moment."

—

Curiosities ofLiterature.^

TwAS a dream of olden days

That Art, by some strange power.

The visionary form could raise

From the ashes of a flower.

That a shadow of the rose.

By its own meek beauty bow'd,

Might slowly, leaf by leaf, unclose,

Like pictures in a cloud.

Or the hyacinth, to grace.

As a second rainbow, spring

;

Of summer's path a dreary trace,

A fair, yet mournful thing I

For the glory of the bloom

That a flush around it shed.

And the soul within, the rich perfume.

Where were they ? tied, all fled 1

Naught but the dim, faint line

To speak of vanish'd hours.

—

Memory ! what are joys of thine?

—Shadows of buried flowers !

LINES TO A BUTTERFLY RESTING ON
A SKULL.

Creature of air and light

!

Emblem of that which will not fade or die !



492 MISCELLANEOUS POEMS.



MISCELLANEOUS POEMS. 493

Yet surely must their wanderings

At length be like thy way

;

Their shadows, as thy waters, lost

lu one bright flood of day

!

THE SILENT MULTITUDE.

'* Kor we are nuuiy in our loUtudet."—Lamxht or Tamo.

A MIQHTT and a mingled throng

Were gather'd in one spot

;

The dwellers of a thousand homes

—

Yet midst them voice was not

The soldier and his chief were there

—

The mother and her child

:

The friends, the sisters of one hearth

—

None spoke—none moved—none smiled.

There lovers met, between whose lives

Years had swept darkly by

;

After that heart-sick hope deferr'd.

They met—but silently.

You might have heard the rustling leaf,

The breeze's faintest sound,

The shiver of an insect's wing.

On that thick-peopled groimd.

Your voice to whispers would have died

For the deep quiet's sake

;

Your tread the softest moss have sought,

Such stillness not to break.

What hold the countless multitude

Bound in that spell of peace ?

How could the ever-sounding life

Amid so many cease ?

Was it some pageant of the air

—

Some glory high above.

That link'd and hush'd those human souls

In reverential love 1

Or did some burdening passion's weight

Hang on their indrawn breath 1

Awe—the pale awe that freezes words 1

Fear—the strong fear of death 1

A mightier thing—Death, Death himself

Lay on each lonely heart I

Kindred were there—yet hermits all,

Thousands—but each apart.

THE ANTIQUE SEPULCHRE.i

[*' Ives sarcoplmges mfinie chez les aiiciens, ne rapellent

que des id^es guerri^res ou riantes: on voit des jeux.dea

danses,repr^sent(5sen bas-reliefsur les tombeaiix."

—

Corimie.'}

EVER-joyous band

Of revellers amidst the southern vines

!

On the pale marble, by some gifted hand,

Fix'd in \mdying lines

!

Thou, with the sculptured bowl,

And thou, that wearest the immortal wreath.

And thou, from whose young lip and flute the soul

Of music seems to breathe

;

And ye, luxuriant flowers

!

Linking the dancers with your graceful ties.

And cluster'd fruitage, bom of svmny horn's,

Under Italian skies

:

Ye, that a thousand springs.

And leafy summers with their odorous breath.

May yet outlast,—what do ye there, bright things

!

Mantling the place of death?

Of simlight and soft air.

And Dorian reeds, and myrtles ever green,

Unto the heart a glowing thought ye bear ;

—

Why thus, where dust hath been 1

Is it to show how slight

The bound that severs festivals and tombs,

Music and silence, roses and the blight.

Crowns and sepulchral glooms

)

Or, when the father laid

Haply his child's pale ashes here to sleep,

When the friend visited the cypress shade

Flowers o'er the dead to heap

;

Say if the mourners sought.

In these rich images of summer mirth, . [thought

These wine-cups and gay wreaths, to lose the

Of our last hour on earth 1

Ye have no voice, no sound,

Ye flutes and lyres I to tell me what I seek

:

Silent ye ore, light forms with vino-leaves crown'd,

Yet to my soul ye speak.

Alas ! for those that lay

Down in the dust without their hope of old I

Backward they look'd on life's rich banquet-day.

But all beyond was cold.
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two little gIrU, are nprewnted bo lying in each otlier'i arms,

and, at first glance, appear to be sleeping :

—

' But aomcthing liei

Too deep and itilt on tbow toft-icaled pyet.'

It is while tying in tiie Iielplessness of innocent sleep that in-

fancy and childhood are viewed with the most touching in-

terest ; and this, and the loveliness of the children, the un-

certaittty of the expression at first view, tlte dim shadowing

forth of that sleep from which they cannot he awakened—their

hovering, as it were, upon the contincs of life, as if they might

still be recalled—all conspire to render the last feeling, that

death is indeed before us, most deeply affecting. They were

the only children of their mother, and she was a widow. A
tablet commemorative of their father hangs over the monu-

ment. This stands at the end of one of the side-aisles of the

choir, where there is nothing to distract the attention from

it, or weaken its effect. It miiy be contemplated in silence

and alone. The inscription, in that subdued tone of strong

feeling which seeks no relief in words, harmonizes with the

character of the whole. It is as follows :

—

' Sacred to the Memory of

Ei.t.KN Ja\x and Marianns, only children

Of the late Rev. William RonixaoN, and Ellsn Jank, his wife.

Their affectionate Mother,

In fond remembrance of their heaven-loved Innocence,

Consigns their resemblance to this sanctuar}'.

In humble gratitude for the glorious assurance

That * ofsuch is the kingdom of God.'

t

A.N."]

Faib images of sleep,

Hallow'd, and soft, and deep,

On whoso calm lids the dreamy imiet lies,

Like moonlight on shut bells

Of flowers in mossy dells,

Fill'd with the hush of night and summer skies !

How many hearts have felt

Your silent beauty melt

Their strength to gushing tenderness away !

How many sudden tears.

From depths of buried years

All freshly bursting, having confess'd your sway

!

How many eyes will shed

Still, o'er your marble bed, [wrung^
Such drops from memory's troubled fountains

While hope hath blights to bear.

While love breathes mortal air.

While roses perish ere to glory sprung !

Yet from a voiceless home,

If some sad mother come

Fondly to linger o'er your lovely rest.

As o'er the check's warm glow.

And the sweet breathings low,

Of babes that grew and faded on her breast

;

If then the dove-like tone

Of those faint murmurs gone,

t From The Ofcrtnfj, an American annual.

O'er her sick sense too piercingly return ;

If for the soft bright hair,

And brow and bosom fair.

And life, now dust, her soul too deeply yearn
;

gentle forms, entwined

Like tendrils, which the wind

May wave, so clasp'd, but never can unlink !

Send from your calm profound

A still, small voice—a sound

Of hope, forbidding that lone heart to sink !

By all the pure, meek mind

In your pale beauty shrined,

By childhood's love—too bright a bloom to die I

O'er her worn spirit shed,

fairest, holiest dead !

The faith, trust, joy, of immortality I

WOMAN AND FAME.

Tiion hast a charmdd cup, Fame !

A draught that mantles high.

And seems to lift this earthly frame

Above mortality.

Away ! to me—a woman—bring

Sweet waters from affection's spring !

Thou hast green laurel leaves, that twine

Into so proud a wreath.

For that resplendent gift of thine

Heroes have smiled in death :

Give me from some kind hand a flower.

The record of one happy hour I

Thou hast a voice, whose thrilling tone

Can bid each life-pulse beat.

As when a trumpet's note hath blown.

Calling the brave to meet

:

But mine, let mine—a woman's breast.

By words of home-born love bo bless'd.

A hollow sound is in thy song,

A mockery in thine eye,

To the sick heart that doth but long

For aid, for sympathy

—

For kindly looks to cheer it on.

For tender accents that are gone.

Fame ! Fame ! thou canst not bo the stay

Unto the drooping reed.

The cool, fresh fountain in the day

Of the soul's feverish need :
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Where nmst the lone one turn or flee !-

Not unto thee—oh ! not to thee I

A THOUGHT OF THE FUTURE.

Dreamer ! and wouldst thou know

If love goes with us to the viewless bourne 1

Wouldst thou bear hence th' unfathom'd soiu'ce

of woe

In thy heart's lonely urn 1

What hath it been to thee,

That power, the dweller of thy secret breast ?

A dove sent forth across a stormy sea,

Finding no place of rest

:

A precious odour cast

On a wild stream, that recklessly swept by

;

A voice of music utter'd to the blast,

And winning no reply.

Even were such answer thine, [fotmd,

Wouldst thou be bless'd 1 Too sleepless, too pro-

Are the soul's hidden springs ; there is no line

Their depth of love to sound.

Do not words faint and faU [power 1

When thou wouldst fill them with that ocean's

Asthineown cheek, before highthoughtsgrowspale

In some o'erwhelming hour.

Doth not thy frail form sink

Beneath the chain that binds thee to one spot,

AVTien thy heart strives, held down by many a link.

Where thy beloved are not ?

Is not thy very soul

Oft in the gush of powerless blessing shed.

Till a vain tenderness, beyond control.

Bows down thy weary head ?

And wouldst thou bear all this—
The burden and the shadow of thy life—

To trouble the blue skies of cloudless bliss

With earthly feelings' strife "i

Not thus, not thus—oh, no !

Not veil'd and mantled with dim clouds of care,

That spirit of my soul should with me go

To breathe celestial air.

But as the skylark springs

To its own sphere, where night afar is driven.

Aa to its place the flower-seed findeth wings,

So must love mount to heaven !

Vainly it shall not strive

There on weak words to pour a stream of fire ;

Thought unto thought shall kindling impulse give.

As light might wake a lyre.

And oh ! its blessings there,

Shower'd like rich balsam forth on some dear head.

Powerless no more, a gift shall surely bear,

A joy of sunlight shed.

Let me, then—let me dream

That love goes with us to the shore unknown

;

So o'er its burning tears a heavenly gleam

In mercy shall be thrown !

THE VOICE OF MUSIC.

" striking the electric ch&in wherewith we ar« darkly bound."

ChiLDE UAROI.D.

Whence is the might of thy master-spell 1

Speak to me, voice of sweet sound ! and tell

:

How canst thou wake, by one gentle breath.

Passionate visions of love and death ?

How call'st thou back, with a note, a sigh.

Words and low tones from the days gone by

—

A sunny glance, or a fond farewell ?

—

Speak to me, voice of sweet sound ! and tell.

What is thy power, from the soul's deep spring

In sudden gushes the tears to bring 1

Even midst the swells of thy festal glee.

Fountains of sorrow are stiiT'd by thee !

Vain are those tears !—vain and fruitless all -

Showers that refresh not, yet still must fall

;

For a purer bliss while the full heart bjims.

For a brighter home while the spirit yearns !

Something of mystery there surely dwells.

Waiting thy touch, in oiu- bosom-cells

;

Something that finds not its answer here

—

A chain to be clasp'd in another sphere.

Therefore a current of sadness deep

Through the stream of thy triumphs is heard to

Like a moan of the breeze through a summer sky

—

Like a name ofthe deadwhen the wind foams high

!
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Yet speiik to me still, though thy tones be fraught

With vain remembrance and troubled thought

;

Speak ! for thou tellest my soul that its birth

Links it with regions more bright than earth.

THE ANGEL'S GREETING.

'' II«rk !—th«y whiiper !—Angels Bay,

Slst«r ipirlt ! como away."* Pora

CoHE to the land of peace !

Come where the tempest hath no longer sway.

The shadow passes from the soul away.

The sounds of weeping cease.

Fear hath no dwelling there !

Come to the mingling of repose and love,

Breathed by the silent spirit of the dove

Through the celestial air.

Come to the bright, and blest,

And crown'd for ever ! Midst that shining band,

Gather'd to heaven's own wreath from every land.

Thy spirit shall find rest

!

Thou hast been long alone ;

Come to thy mother ! On the Sabbath shore.

The heartthatrock'dthy childhood, back oncemore

Shall take its wearied one.

In silence wert thou left

:

Come to thy sisters ! Joyously again

All the home-voices, blent in one sweet strain,

Shall greet their long bereft.

Over thine orphan head

The storm hath swept, as o'er a willow's bough :

Come to thy father ! It is finish'd now

;

Thy tears have all been shed.

In thy divine abode.

Change finds no pathway, memory no dark trace.

And, oh ! bright victory—death by love no place.

Come, spirit I to thy God.

A FAREWELL TO WALES,

FOR THE MELODY CALLED *' TH* A8H GROVB," ON LEAVINO

THAT COUNTRY WITH MY CHILDRSN.

The sound of thy streams in my spirit I bear

—

Farewell, and a blessing be with thee, green land I

On thy heai-ths, on thy halls, on thy puio moun-

tain air, [hand.

On the chords of the harp, and the minstrel's free

From the love of my soul with my tears it is shed.

As Ileave thee,green landofmyhome and my dead

!

I bless thee !—yet not for the beauty wliich dwells

In the heart of thy hills, on the rocks of thy shore;

And not for the memory set deep in thy dells.

Of the bard aud the hero, the mighty of yore
;

And not for thy songs of those proud ages fled

—

Green land, poet-land ofmy home and my dead 1

I bless thee for all the true bosoms that beat

Where'er a low hamlet smiles up to thy skies
;

For thy cottage-hearths burning the sti-anger to

greet, [kind eyes !

For the soul that shines forth fi-om thy children's

May the blessing, like sunshine, about thee be

spread, [dead !

Green land of my childhood, my home, and my

[" It vaa about this time (1828) that ' The Farewell to

Wales ' was written.

' I bless thee for all the ttue bosoms that beat

Where'er a low hamlet smiles ap to thy skies j

For thy cottage-hearths bunting the stranger to greet.

For the soul that shines forth from thy children's kind eyes.'

Mrs Ilemans always spoke of this ' land of lier childhood,

her home, and her dead,* with interest and affection. When
she sailed from its shore, she covered her face in her cloak,

desiring her boys to tell her when the hills were out of sight,

that she might then look up. She would often, too, refer to

the pain she had suffered—in addition to the sorrow of parting

from her kindred and friends, for the first time since her buth,

to make actual acquaintance with the daily cares of life

—

upon taking leave of the simple and homely i)easantry of the

neighbourhood, by whom she was beloved with that old-

fashioned heartiness which yet Ungers in some of the nooks

and remote places of England. Many of them rushed forward

to touch the posts of the gate through which the poetess had

passed ; and when, three years afterwards, she paid a visit

to St Asaph, came and wept over her, and entreated her to

return and make her home among them again."

—

Chorley's

Memorial* (ifMrs Ilemang, p. 206-7.]

IMPROMPTU LINES,

ADDRESSED TO HISS t. A. L., ON RECEIT1I40 FROM HER

SOME FLOWERS WHEN CONFINED BY ILLNESS.

Ye tell me not of birds and bees.

Not of the summer's murmuring trees.

Not of the streams and woodland bowers

—

A sweeter tale is yours, fair flowers !

Glad tidings to my couch ye bring.

Of one stiU bright, still flowing spring

—
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A fount of kindness ever new,

In a friend's heart, the good and true.

A PARTING SONG.

" O mes amis ! rapellez-vous quelquefois mes vers ! mon ame y eat

empreinte. "

—

Corinnb.

When will ye think of me, iny friends ?

When will ye think of me 'i
—

When the last red light, the farewell of day,

Fi'om the rock and the river is passing away

—

When the air with a deepening hush is fraught,

And the heart growsburden'd with tenderthought,

Then let it be !

When will ye think of me, kind friends ?

When will ye think of me 1—
When the rose of the rich midsummer-time

Is fill'd with the hues of its glorious prime

—

When ye gather its bloom, as in bright hours fled.

From the walks where my footsteps no more may
Then let it be ! [tread-

When will ye think of me, sweet friends?

When will ye think of me ?

—

When the sudden tears o'erflow your eye

At the sound of some olden melody

—

When ye hear the voice of a mountain stream,

When ye feel the charm of a poet's dream

—

Then let it be !

Thus let my memory be with you, friends !

Thus ever think of me !

Kindly and gently, but as of one

For whom 'tis well to be fled and gone

—

As of a bird from a chain unbound,

As of a wanderer whose home is found

—

So let it be.

[" The description of her feelings, wlien the actual parting

took place, proves that there was no exaggeration in the

affectionate sadness of her ' Farewell to Wales,' and the

blessing she thus fondly left witli it :

—

' The sound of thy streams in my spirit I bear

—

Farewell ! and a blessing be with thee, green land !

On thy hearths, on thy halls, on thy pure mountain air.

On the chords of the harp, and the minstrel's free hand.

From the love of my soul with my tears it is shed.

As I leave thee, green land ofmy home and my dead !

'

'Oh! that Tuesday morning!,' (thus she wrote in her

first letter to St Asaph.) ' I literally covered my face all the

way from Bronwylfa, until the boya told me we had passed

the Chvyd range of hills. Then something of the bitterness

was over.

* Miss P. met me at Bagillt, and on board the packet we

found Mr I>., who was kinder to me tlian 1 can possibly tell

you. He really watched over me all the way with a care I

Bhall not soon forget ; and notwithstanding all you may say

of ^"mate protection, I felt that of a gentleman to be a great

comfort, for we had a difficult and disagreeable landing. As

we entered the port, a vessel, coming out, struck against

ours, and caused a great concussion : there was no danger, I

imagine, but it gave one a faint notion of what the meeting

must have been between the Comet and the Aire. We had

a pretty sight on the water ; another jiacket, loaded, clustered

all over with blue-coat boys, sailed past. It was their annual

holiday, on which they have a water excursion ; and as they

went by, all the little fellows waved their hats, and sent forth

three cheers, which made our vessel ring again. Only imagine

a ship-load of happiness ! That word reminds me of my own

boys, who are enjoying themselves greatly. Of myself, what

can I say to you ? When 1 look back on the short

time that has elapsed since I left this place, I am astonished

;

I seem in it to have lived an age of deep , strong, vain feeling.

"

—Memoir^ p. 151-3.]

WE RETURN NO MORE !>

" Wben I stood beneath the fresh green tree,

And saw around me the wide field revive

With fruits and fertile promise ; and the Spring

Come forth, her work ofgladness to contrive,

With all her reckless birds upon the wing,

1 tum'd firom all she brought to all she could not bring."

CHitna HaaoLO.

"We return !—we return !—we return no more !"

So comes the song to the mountain shore,

From those that are leaving their Highland home

For a world far over the blue sea's foam

:

" We return no more ! " and through cave and dell

Mournfully wanders that wild faiewell,

" We return !—we return !—we return no more !

"

So breathe sad voices our spirits o'er

;

Murmuring up from the depths of the heart,

Where lovely things with their light depart

:

And the inborn soimd hath a prophet's tone,

And we feel that a joy is for ever gone.

"We return !—we return !—-we return no more !

"

Is it heard when the days of flowers are o'er

!

When the passionate soul of the night-bird's lay

Hath died from the summer woods away '!

When the glory from sunset's robe hath pass'd,

Or the leaves are borne on the rushing blast 1

No ! It is not the rose that returns no more ;

—

A breath of spring shall its bloom restore

;

' Ha til I—ha til .'—ha til mi tutidlel—" we retnrn !—we
return !—we return no more !

'*—the burden of the lligliland

song of emigration.
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And it is not the voice that o'erflows the bowel's

With a stream of love through the starry hours

;

Nor is it the crimson of sunset hues, [strews.

Nor tlie frail flush'd leaves which the wild wind

" Wo return !—we return !—wo return no morel"

Doth the bird sing thus from a brighter shore ?

Those wings that follow tho southern breeze,

Float they not homeward o'er vernal seas ?

Yes! from the lands of the vine and palm [calm.

They come, with the sunshine, when waves grow

" But we !—we return !—we return no more !

"

Tho heart'syoungdreams, when their spring is o'er

;

The love it hath pour'd so freely forth

—

Tile boundless ti-ust in ideal wortli

;

The faith in affection—deep, fond, yet vain

—

Tkete are the lost that return not again !

TO A WANDERING FEMALE SINGER

Thou hast loved and thou hast sufTer'd

!

Unto feeling deep and strong.

Thou hast trembled like a harp's fi-ail string

—

I know it by thy song

!

Thou hast loved—it may be vainly

—

But well—oh, but too well

!

Thou hast suffer'd all that woman's breast

May bear—but must not tell.

Thou hast wept, and thou hast parted,

Thou hast been foi-saken long.

Thou hast watcli'd for stops that came not back-

I know it by thy song

!

By the low, clear silvery gushing

Of its music from thy breast

;

By the quivering of its flute-like swell

—

A sound of tho heart's unrest

;

By its fond and plaintive lingering

On each word of grief so long.

Oh ! thou hast loved and suffer'd much^
I know it by thy song

!

LIGHTS AND SHADES.

The gloomiest day hath gleams of light;

The darkest wave hath light foam near it

;

And twinkles through the cloudiest night

Some solitary star to cheer it.

The gloomiest soul is not all gloom

;

Tho saddest heart is not all sadness

;

And sweetly o'er the darkest doom
There shines some lingering beam of gladness.

Despair is never quite despair

;

Nor life nor death the future closes

;

And round tho shadowy brow of Care

Will Hope and Fancy twine their roses.

[These spirited and gi"aceful stanzas appeared in the ** For-

get-me-Not" for 1829, and are here for tlie first time ad-

mitted into tlie general collection of the author's works. In

all probability, they are an early elTiision, and poured forth

when the poetry of Moore was fresh in her mind.]

THE PALMER.

*'The ffadetl palm-branch In his hand

Bhow'il pilgrim from the Holy Land." Scott.

Akt thou come from the far-off land at last ?

Thou that hast wander'd long

!

[pass'd

Thou art come to a home whence the smile hath

With the merry voice of song.

For the sunny glance and the bounding heart

Thou wilt seek—but all are gone

;

They are parted, e'en as waters part,

To meet in the deep alone

!

And thou—from thy lip is fled the glow.

From thine eye the light of mom

;

And the shades of thought o'erhang thy brow.

And thy cheek with life is worn.

Say what hast thou brought from the distant shore

For thy wasted youth to pay 1

Hast thou treasure to win thee joys once more ?

Hast thou vassals to smooth thy way 1

" I have brought but the palm-branch in my hand

Yet I call not my bright youth lost

!

I have won but high thought in the Holy Land,

Yet I count not too dear the cost

!

" I look on the leaves of the deathless tree

—

Those records of my track

;

And better than youth in its flush of glee.

Are the memories they give me back 1
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Shedding tho calm of their celestial mieu.

Stood pale yet proudly beautiful as they :

Flowers in her bosom, and tlic star like gleam

Of jewels trembling from her braided hair,

And death upon her brow !—but glorious death !

Her own heart's choice, the token and tlio seal

Of love, o'ermastering love ; which, tiU that hour.

Almost an anguish in the brooding weight

Of its unutterable tenderness.

Had burden'd her full soul. But now, oh ! now.

Its time was come—and from the spirit's depths,

Tho passion and the mighty melody

Of its immortal voice in triumph broke.

Like a sti'ong rushing wind !

The soft pure air

Came floating through that hall—jtho Grecian air.

Laden with music—flute-notes from the vales.

Echoes of song—the last sweet sounds of life

And the glad sunshine of the golden clime

Stream'd, as a royal mantle, round her form

—

The glorified of love I But she—she look'd

Only on him for whom 'twas joy to die.

Deep—deepest, holiest joy ! Or if a thought

Of the warm stinlight, and the scented breeze.

And the sweet Dorian songs, o'erswept the tide

Of her unswerving soul
—

'twas but a thought

That own'd the summer loveliness of life

For him a worthy ofi"ering ! So she stood,

Wrajjt in bright silence, as entranced awhile

;

Till her eye kindled, and her quivering frame

With the swift breeze of inspiration shook.

As the pale priestess trembles to the breath

Of inborn oracles ! Then flush'd her cheek.

And all the triumph, all the agony.

Borne on the battling waves of love and death.

All from her woman's heart, in sudden song.

Burst like a fount of fire.

" I go, I go !

Thou sun ! thou golden sun ! I go

For from thy light to dwell

:

Thou shalt not find my place below.

Dim is that world—bright sun of Greece, farewell

!

" The laurel and the glorious rose

Thy glad beam yet may see;

But where no purple summer glows,

O'er the dark wave / haste from them and thee.

"Yet doth my spirit faint to part?

—I mourn thee not, sun I

Joy, solemn joy, o'erflows my heart

:

Sing me trixmiphal songs !—my crown is won !

" Let not a voice of weeping rise

—

My heart is girt with power !

Let the green earth and festal skies

Laugh, as to grace a conqueror's closing hour 1

"For thee, for thee, my bosom's lord !

Thee, my soul's loved ! I die

;

Thine is the torch of life restored.

Mine, mine the rapture, mine the victory 1

" Now may the boundless love, that lay

Unfathom'd still before.

In one consuming burst find way

—

In one bright flood all, all its riches pour !

"Thou know'st, thou know'st whatlove is noic /

Its glory and its might

—

Are they not written on my brow 1

And will that image ever quit thy sight 1

"No I deathless in thy faithful breast.

There shall my memory keep

Its own bright altar-place of rest.

While o'er my grave the cypress branches weep.

" Oh, the glad light !—the light is fair.

The soft breeze warm and free

;

And rich notes fill the scented air,

And all are gifts

—

my love's last gifts to thee 1

" Take me to thy warm heart once more I

Night falls—my pulse beats low :

Seek not to quicken, to restore

—

Joy is in every pang. I go, I go 1

"I feci thy tears, I feel thy breath,

I meet thy fond look still

;

Keen is the strife of love and death

;

Faint and yet fainter grows my bosom's thrill.

" Yet swells the tide of rapture strong,

Though mists o'ershado mine eye !

—Sing, Piean I sing a conqueror's song

!

For thee, for thee, my spirit's lord, I die 1

"

THE HOME OF LOVE.

Tho0 mov'st in visions. Love ! Aroimd thy veay,

E'en through this world's rough pathandchangcful

For ever floats a gleam

—

[day,

Not from the realms of moonlight or the mom.
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But thine own soul's illumined chambers bom

—

The colouring of a dream !

Love ! shall I read thy dream 1 Oh ! is it not

All of some sheltering wood-embosom'd spot

—

A bower for thee and thine t

Yes ! lone and lowly is that home ;
yet there

Something of heaven iu the transparent air

Makes every flower divine.

Something that mellows and that glorifies,

Breathes o'er it ever from the tender skies,

As o'er some blessed isle

;

E'en like the soft and spiritual glow

Kindling rich woods, whereon th' ethereal bow

Sleeps lovingly awhile.

The very whispers of the wind have there

A flute-like harmony, that seems to bear

Greeting from some bright shore,

Where none have said fareicell /—where no decay

Lends the faint crimson to the dying day

;

Where the storm's might is o'er.

And there thou dreamest of Elysian rest.

In the deep sanctuary of one true breast

Hidden from earthly ill : [whose sound

There wouldst thou watch the homeward step,

Wakening all nature to sweet echoes round.

Thine inmost soul can thrill.

There by the hearth should many a glorious page,

From mind to mind the immortal heritage.

For thee its treasures pour

;

Or music's voice at vesper houra be heard.

Or dearer interchange of playful word,

Affection's household lore.

And the rich unison of mingled prayer.

The melody of hearts in heavenly air.

Thence duly should arise

;

Lifting th' eternal hope, th' adoring breath.

Of spirits, not to be disjoin'd by death,

Up to the starry skies.

There, dost thou well believe, no storm should come

To mar the stillness of that angel-home

;

There should thy slumbers be

Weigh'd down ivith honey-dew, serenely bless'd.

Like theirs who firat in Eden's gi-ove took rest

Under some balmy tree.

Love ! Love ! thou passionate in joy and woe !

And canst thou hope for cloudless peace below —

Mere, where bright things must die ?

thou ! that, wildly worshipping, dost shed

On the frail altar of a mortal head

Gifts of infinity I

Thou must be still a trembler, fearful Love !

Danger seems gathering from beneath, above.

Still round thy precious things

;

Thy stately pine-tree, or thy gracious rose.

In their sweet shade can yield thee no repose,

Here, where the blight hath wings.

And as a flower, with some fine sense imbued,

To shrink before the wind's vicissitude.

So in thy prescient breast

Are lyre-strings quivering with prophetic thrill

To the low footstep of each coming ill

:

Oh ! canst thou, dream of rest ?

Bear up thy dream ! thou mighty and thou weak

!

Heai't, strong as death, yet as a reed to break

—

As a flame, tempest-sway'd !

He that sits calm on high is yet the source

Whence thy soul's current hath itstroubled course.

He that gi-eat deep hath made !

Will He not pity ?—He whose searching eye

Reads all the secrets of thine agony ?

—

Oh ! pray to be forgiven

Thy fond idolatry, thy blind excess,

And seek with Him that bovver of blessedness.

Love ! thy sole home is heaven !

BOOKS AND FLO-WEES.

*' La Tue d'une fleur caresse mon imagination, et flatte mes wni a OD

point inexprimable. Sous le tranquilie abri du toit paternel jvtait

nourrie dea TenTance avec des flcurfl et des livrps ; dans Tetroite

enceinte d'une prison, au milieu des fers imposics par la tyrannie,

j'oublie I'injustice des hommcs, Icurs sottises et mes maux, avec des

livres et des fleurs."

Come ! let me moke a sunny realm around thee

Of thought and beauty ! Here are books and

flowei-s, [thee—

With spells to loose the fetter which hath bound

The ravel'd coil of this world's feverish hours.

The sold of song is in these deathless pages.

Even as the odour in the flower enshrined
;

Here the crown'd spirits of departed ages

Have left the silent melodies of mind.
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Their thoughts, that stroTO with time, and change.

Olid anguish, [rest.

For some high place wliere faith her wing might

Areburning hero—aflame that may not languish

—

Still poiutiug upward to that bright hill's crest

!

Their gi'ief, the veil'd infinity exploring

Fortreasureslost, is hero ;^theirboundless love,

Its mighty streams of gentleness outpouring

On all things round, and clasping all above.

And the bright beings, their own heart's creations.

Bright, yet all human, hero arc breathing still

;

Conflicts, and agonies, and exultations

Aro here, and victories of prevailing will

!

listen! oh, listen! let their high woixls cheer thee!

Their swan-like music ringing through all woes

;

Let myvoice bring their holy influence near thee

—

The Elysian air of their divine repose I

Or would'st thou turn to earth 1 Not earth all

fiirrow'd

By the old traces of man's toU and care.

But the green peaceful world that never soiTow'd,

The world of leaves, and dews, and summer air

!

Look on these flowers ! as o'er an altar shedding.

O'er Milton's page, soft light from colour'd urns

!

They are the links, man's heart to nature wedding.

When to her breast the prodigal returns.

They are from lone wild places, forest dingles.

Fresh banks ofmanyalow-voiced hidden stream.

Where the sweetstarofevelooksdown and mingles

Faint lustre with the water-lily's gleam.

They are from wherethe soft winds play in gladness.

Covering the turf with flowei^ blossom-showers

;

—Too richly dower'd, friend 1 are we for sad-

ness—
Look on an empire—mind and nature—ours !

[" Tlie ' brightly associated hours * 8!:e passed with Mrs
Lawrence, have been alluded to by Mrs Ileinans, in the dedi-

cation to the * National Lyrics,' and recorded by ' her

friend, and the sister of her friend, Colonel D'Aguilar,' in her

own affectionate ' Ilecollections.* The * Bonks and Flowers

'

of Wavertree Hall were ever fondly identilled with their dear

mistress ; and, years after the enjoyment of tliem had passed

away from all senses but memory, she who was then herself,

too, ' passing awiy,' thus tenderly alluded to them from her

sick couch at Redesdale :
—

' When I write to you, my ima-

gination alwnys brightens, and pleasant thoughts of lovely

flowers, and dear old books, and strains of antique Italian

melody, come floating over me, as Itacon says the rich scents

go ' to and fro like music in the air.' "]

FOR A PICTURE OF ST CECILIA ATTENDED
BY ANGELS.

" How rich that forehead's calm eipanM !

How bright that hearcn-direeted giancfl I

—Wafl her to iilory, winged power! !

Ere sorrow be renew'd,

And intercourse with mortal hours

Uring bat'lt a humbler mood !
" WoitDswoHrn.

How can that eye, with inspiration beaming,

Wear yet so deep a calm ? cliild of song !

Is not the music-land a world of dreaming.

Where forms ofsad, bewilderiug beauty throngl

Hath it not sounds from voices long departed 1

Echoes of tones that rung in childhood's ear ?

Low haunting whispers, which the weary-hearted,

Stealing midst crowds away, have wept to hearl

No, not to thee ! 77iy spirit, meek, yet queenly.

On its own starry height, beyond all this.

Floating triumphantly and yet serenely, [bliss.

Breathes no faint under-tone through songs of

Say by what strain, through cloudless ether swell-

ing.

Thou hast drawn down those wanderers from

the skies 1

Bright guests ! even such as left of yore their

dwelling

For the deep cedar-shades of Paradise !

What strain ! Oh ! not the nightingale's, when,

showering

Her o^vn heart's life-drops on the burning lay.

She stirs the young woods in the days of flowering.

And pours her strength, but not her grief, away

:

And not the exile's—when, midst lonely billows.

He wakes the Alpine notes his mother sung.

Or blends them with the sigli of alien willows.

Where, murmuring to the wind,his harpishung:

And notthe pilgrim's—though his thoughtsbeholy.

And sweet his avd-song when day grows dim

;

Yet, as he journeys, pensively and slowly.

Something of sadness floats through that low

hymn.

But thou I—the spirit which at eve is filling

All thehush'd air and reverential sky

—

Founts, leaves, and flowers, with solemn rapture

thrilling^

This is the soul of thy rich harmony.
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This bears up high those breathings of devotion

Wherein the currents of thy heart gush free

;

Therefore no world of sad and vain emotion

Is the dream-haunted music-land for thee.

THE BRIGAND LEADER AND HIS WIFE.

SUGGESTED BY A PICTURE OF BASTLAKE'S.

Dark chieftain of the heath and height

!

Wild feaster on the hills by night

!

See'st thou the stormy sunset's glow

Flung back by glancing spears below

!

Now for one strife of stern despair

!

The foe hath track'd thee to thy lair.

Thou, against whom the voice of blood

Hath risen from rock and lonely wood

;

And in whose dreams a moan should be.

Not of the water, nor the tree

;

Haply thine own last hour is nigh,

—

Yet shalt thou not forsaken die.

There's one that pale beside thee stands,

More true than all thy mountain-bands

!

She will not shrink in doubt and dread

When the balls whistle round thy head

:

Nor leave thee, though thy closing eye

No longer may to hers reply.

Oh ! many a soft and quiet grace

Hath faded from her form and face

;

And many a thought, the fitting guest

Of woman's meek, religious breast,

Hath perish'd in her wanderings wide.

Through the deep forests by thy side.

Yet, mournfully surviving all,

A flower upon a ruin's wall

—

A friendless thing, whose lot is east

Of lovely ones to be the last

—

Sad, but imchanged through good and ill.

Thine is her lone devotion still.

And oh ! not wholly lost the heart

Where that undying love hath part

;

Not worthless all, though far and long

From home estranged, and guided wrong

;

Yet may its depths by heaven be stirr'd,

Its prayer for thee be pour'd and heard

!

THE CHILD'S RETURN FROM THE
WOODLANDS.

BUGOBSTED BY A PICTUKE OF SIR THOAIAS LAWRENCC's.

• All good and guiltlcM as thou art,

Some tranBient gricls will touch thy heart

—

Grieft that along th>- alter d lux

Will breathe a more subduing grace.

Than even those looks orjoy that lie

On the soft cheek of infoncy." Wiudr.

Hast thou been in the woods with the honey-bee!

Hast thoubeen with the lamb in the pastures freel

With thehare through the copses and dingles wild!

With the butterfly over the heath, fair child

!

Yes ! the light fall of thy boimding feet

Hath not startled the wren from her mossy seat

:

Yet hast thou ranged the green forest-dells.

And brought back a treasure of buds and bells.

Thou know'st not the sweetness, by antique song

Breathed o'er the names of that flowery throng

:

The woodbine, the primrose, the violet dim.

The lily that gleams bj' the fountain's brim

;

These are old words, that have made each grove

A dreaming haunt for romance and love

—

Each sunny bank, where faint odours lie,

A place for the gushings of poesy.

Thou know'st not the Ught wherewith fairy lore

Sprinkles the turf and the daisies o'er

:

Enough for thee are the dews that sleep

Like hidden gems in the flower-urns deep

;

Enough the rich crimson spots that dwell

Midst the gold of the cowslip's perfumed cell ;

And the scent by the blossoming sweetbriers shed.

Andthebeautythat bowsthewood-hyacinth'shead.

happy child ! in thy fawn-like glee.

What is remembrance or thought to thee ?

Fill thy bright locks with those gifts of spring.

O'er thy green pathway their colours fling

;

Bind them in chaplet and •nUA festoon

—

Mtat if to droop and to perish soon

!

Nature hath mines of such wealth—and thou

Never will prize its delights as now

!

For a day is coming to quell the tone

That rings in thy laughter, thou joyous one!

And to dim thy brow with a touch of care.

Under the gloss of its clustering hair

;

And to tame the flash of thy cloudless eyes

Into the stillness of autumn skies

;
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Thence, too, hath sorrow melted—and the teai-a

Which o'er their mother's holy dust they shed,

Are all effaced. There earth hath left no sign

Save its deep love, still touching every line.

But oh ! more soft, more tender—breathing more

A thought of pity, than in vanish'd days !

While, hovering silently and brightly o'er

The lone one's head, they meet her spirit's gaze

With their immortal eyes, that seem to say,

" Yet, sister ! yet we love thee—come away !

"

'Twill fade, the radiant dream ! And will she not

Wake with more painful yearning at her heart ?

Will not her home seem yet a lonelier spot, [part ?

Her task more sad, when those bright shadows

And the green summer after them look dim.

And sorrow's tone bo in the bird's wild hymn 1

But let her hope be strong, and let the dead

Visit her soul in heaven's calm beauty still

;

Be their names utter'd, be their memory spread

Yet round the place they never more may fill I

All is not over with earth's broken tie

—

AVhere, where should sisters love, if not on high I

A FAREWELL TO ABBOTSFORD.

[These lines were given to Sir Walter Scott, at the gate of

Abbotsford, in the summer of 1829. He was then apparently

in the vigour of ap e.xistence whose energies promised long

continuance ; and the glance of his quick, smiling eye, and the

very sound of his kindly voice, seemed to kindle the gladness

of his own sunny and benignant spu-it in all who had the

happiness of approaching him.]

Home of the gifted ! fare thee well.

And a blessing on thee rest

!

While the heather waves its purple bell

O'er moor and mountain-crest

;

While stream to stream around thee calls.

And braes with broom arc drest.

Glad be the harping in thy halls

—

A blessing on thee rest

!

While the high voice from thee sent forth

Bids rock and cairn reply.

Wakening the spirits of the North

Like a chieftain's gathering-cry

;

While its deep master-tones hold sway

As a kuig's o'er every breast,

Home of the Legend and the Lay

!

A blessing on thee rest

!

Joy to thy hearth, and board, and bower 1

Long honours to thy line

!

And hearts of proof, and hands of power.

And bright names worthy thine

!

By the merry step of childhood, still

May thy free sward be prest

!

—While one proud pulse in the land can thrill,

A blessing on thee rest

!

O'CONNOR'S CHILD.

[This piece was suggested by a picture in the possession of

Mrs Lawrence of Wavertree llall. It represents the " Hero's

Child " of Campbell's Poem, seated beside a solitary tomb of

rock, marked with a cross, in a wild and desert place. A
tempest seems gathering in the angry skies above her, but the

attitude of the drooping figure expresses the utter carelessness

of desolation, and the countenance speaks of entire abstrac-

tion from all external objects. A bow and quiver lie beside

her, amongst the weeds and wild-flowers of the desert.]

*' I fled the home of grief

At Connocht Moran'8 tomb to fell,

I (bund the helmet ofmy chief,

Hi« bow still hanging on our wall

;

And took it down, and vow'd to rove

This desert place a huntress bold

;

Nor would I change my buried love

For any heart of living mould."

CAHrBKLL.

The sleep of storms is dark upon the skies.

The weight of omens heavy in the cloud :

—

Bid the lorn huntress of the desert rise.

Andgirdthe formwhose beauty griefhath bow'd.

And leave the tomb, as tombs are left—alone.

To the star's vigil, and the wind's wild moan.

Tell her of revelries in bower and hall, [pour'd

;

Where gems are glittering, and bright wine is

\Vhere to glad measures chiming footsteps fall.

Andsoulseemsgushingfrom the harp's fullchord;

And richer flowers amid fair tresses wave.

Than the sad Love-lies-bleedini/ of the grave.

Oh! httle know'st thou of th' o'ermastering spell

\Vherewith love binds the spirit, strong in pain,

To the spot hallow'd by a wild farewell,

A parting agony,— intense, yet vain,

A look—and darkness when its gleam hath flo\vn,

A voice—and silence when its words are gone I

She hears thee not : her full, deep, fervent heart

Is set in her dark eyes ;—and they are bound

Unto that cross, that shrine, that world apart,

Where faithfiil blood hath sanctified the ground

;
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All, from under deep sea-waves,

Or the flowers of foreign graves,

Or the old and banner'd aisle,

Where their high tombs gleam the wliile

;

Rising, wandering, floating by,

Suddenly and silently.

Through their earthly home and place.

But amidst another race.

Wherefore, unto one alone.

Are those sounds and visions known ?

Wherefore hath that spell of power

Dark and dread.

On her soul, a baleful dower.

Thus been shed 1

Oh ! in those deep-seeing eyes,

No strange gift of mystery lies !

She is lone where once she moved

Fair, and happy, and beloved !

Sunny smiles were glancing round her.

Tendrils of kind hearts had bound her.

Now those silver chords are broken.

Those bright looks have left no token

—

Not one trace on all the earth.

Save her memory of their mirth.

She is lone and lingering now.

Dreams have gather'd o'er her brow.

Midst gay songs and children's play.

She is dwelling far away,

Seeing what none else may see—
Haimted still her place must be !

[" Mrs ITemans resided in the immediate vicinity of this

old house (in tlie Village ofWavertree) for nearly tliree years':

it {Wiivertree Hall) suggested her be.iutiful poem, * Books

and Flowers ;
' and one of her most exquisite lyrics, ' The

Haunted House,' describes its local scenery, and gives ' a

brief abstract ' of the sufferings and feehngs of one of its

inhabitants."

—

Recoltcctiom of Mrs Hemans, by Mrs Law-
rence.

The same subject has been treated by the late lamented

Thomas Hood in a poem under a similar title.

—

Vide Poems,

vol. i. p. 48. It is worth referring to, if for nothing else than

observing how it has been dealt with by two ingenious and ori-

ginal minds. Mrs Henmns's lyric was first published.]

THE SHEPHERD-POET OF THE ALPS.

" God gave him reverence of laws.

Yet tlrring blood in rreedom'a cause

—

A spirit to bis rocks akin.

The eye ofthe hawk, and the Are therein ]
" Cot.KRinox.

SlNGlNQ of the free blue sky.

And the wild-flower glens that lie

Far amidst the ancient hills.

Which the fountain-music fills

;

Singing of the snow-peaks bright,

And the royal eagle's flight.

And the courage and the grace

Foster'd by the chamois-chase

;

In his fetters, day by day,

So the Shepherd-poet lay.

Wlierefore, from a dungeon-ceU

Did those notes of freedom swell.

Breathing sadness not their own
Forth with every Alpine tone 1

Wherefore !—can a tyrant's ear

Brook the mountain-winds to hear.

When each blast goes pealing by

With a song of liberty ]

Darkly hung th' oppressor's hand

O'er the Shepherd-poet's land

;

Sounding there tlie waters gush'd,

Wliile the lip of man was hush'd

;

There the falcon pierced the cloud.

While the fiery heart was bow'd.

But this might not long endure.

Where the mountain-homes were pure

;

And a valiant voice arose.

Thrilling all the silent snows

;

ffis—now singing far and lone.

Where the young breeze ne'er was known

;

Singing of the glad blue sky.

Wildly—and how mournfully !

Are none but the Wind and the Lammer-Geyer

To be free where the hills unto heaven aspire ?

Is the soul of song from the deep glens past.

Now that their poet is chain'd at last ?

—

Think of the mountains, and deem not so

!

Soon shall each blast like a clarion blow

!

Yes ! though forbidden be every word

Wlierewith that spirit the Alps hath stirr'd.

Yet even as a buried stream through earth

Rolls on to another and brighter birth.

So shall the voice that hath seem'd to die

Burst forth mth the anthem of liberty

!

And another power is moving

In a bosom fondly loving

:

Oh ! a sister's heart is deep.

And her spirit strong to keep

Each light link of early hours.

All sweet scents of childhood's flowers

!

Thus each lay by Emi sung.

Rocks and crystal caves among,

Or beneath the linden-leaves.

Or the cabin's vine-hung eaves.
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Rapid though as bird-notes gushing,

Transient as a wan cheek's flushing,

Each in young Teresa's breast

Left its fiery words impress'd

;

Treasured tliere lay every hne.

As a rich book on a hidden shrine.

Fair was that lone girl, and meek,

With a pale, transparent cheek.

And a deep-fringed violet eye

Seeking in sweet shade to lie,

Or, if raised to glance above.

Dim with its own dews of love

;

And a pure Jladouna brow.

And a silveiy voice and low.

Like the echo of a flute.

Even the lust, ere all be mute.

But a loftier soul was seen

In the orphan sister's mien,

From that hour when chains defiled

Him, the high Alps' noble child.

Tones in her quivering voice awoke.

As if a harp of battle spoke

;

Light, that seem'd born of an eagle's nest,

Flash'd from her soft eyes unrepress'd

;

And her form, like a spreading water-flower.

When its frail cup swells with a sudden shower,

Seem'd all dilated with love and pride.

And gi'ief for that brother, her young heart's

guide.

Well might they love !—those two had gi-own

Orphans together and alone :

The silence of the Alpine sky

Had hush'd their hearts to piety ;

The turf, o'er their dead mother laid.

Had been their altar when they pray'd

;

There, more in tenderness than woe.

The stars had seen their young tears flow

;

The clouds, in spirit-like descent,

Their deep thoughts by one touch had blent.

And the wild storms link'd them to each other

—

How dear can peril make a brother !

Now is their hearth a forsaken spot.

The vine waves unprunod o'er their mountain cot

:

Away, in that holy affection's might,

The maiden is gone, like a breeze of the night.

She is gone forth alone, but her liglited face,

Filling with soul evciy secret place.

Hath a dower from heaven, and a gift of sway,

To arouse brave hearts in its hidden way,

I .ike the sudden flinging forth on high

( )f a banner, that startleth silently

!

She hath wander'd through many a hamlet-vale.

Telling its children her brother's tale

;

And the strains by his spirit pour'd away
Freely as fountains might shower their spray.

From her fervent lip a new life have caught.

And a power to kindle yet bolder thought

;

While sometimes a melody, all her own.

Like a gush of tears in its plaintive tone.

May be heard midst the lonely rocks to flow,

Clear through the water-chimes—clear, yet low.

" Thou'rt not where wild-flowers wave

O'er crag and sparry cave

;

Thou'rt not where pines are sounding.

Or joyous torrents bounding

—

Alas, my brother I

" Thou'rt not where green, on high.

The brighter pastures lie

;

Ev'n those, thine own wild places.

Bear of our chain dark traces

:

Alas, my brother

!

" Far hath the sunbeam spread.

Nor found thy lonely bed

;

Long hath the fresh wind sought thee.

Nor one sweet whisper brought thee—
Alas, my brother 1

" Thou, that for joy wert bom.

Free as the wings of morn

!

Will aught thy young life cherish,

Where the Alpine rose would perish t—
Alos, my brother

!

" Canst thou be singing still,

As once on every hill J

Is not thy soul forsaken.

And the bright gift from thee taken 1—
Alas, alas, my brother!"

And was the bright gift from the captive fled 1

Like the fire on his hearth, was his spirit dead

)

Not so !—but as rooted in stillness deep.

The pure stream-lily its place will keep,

Though its tearful urns to the blast may quiver.

While the red waves rush down the foaming river;

So freedom's faith in his bosom lay,

Trembling, yet not to be borne away

!

Ho thought of the Alps and their breezy air.

And felt that his country no chains might bear ;

He thought of the hunter's haughty life.

And knew there must yet bo noble strife.

Bit, oh ! when ho thought of that oq>han moid.

His high heart melted—he wept and pray'd I

For he saw her not as she moved e'en then.
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A wakener of heroes in every glen,

With a glance inspired which no grief could tame,

Bearing on hope like a torch's flame

;

While the strengthening voice of mighty wrongs

Gave echoes back to her thrilling songs.

But his dreams were fiU'd by a haunting tone.

Sad as a sleeping infant's moan ;

And his soul was pierced by a mournful eye.

Which look'd on it—oh ! how beseechingly !

And there floated past him a fragile form.

With a willo\vy droop, as beneath the storm

;

Till wakening in anguish, his faint heait strove

In vain with its burden of helpless love !

Thus woke the dreamer one weary night— [light

;

There flash'd through his dungeon a swift strong

He sprang up—he climb'd to the grating-bars.

—It was not the rising of moon or stars,

But a signal-flame from a peak of snow,

Rock'd through the dark skies to and fro !

There shot forth another—another still

—

A hundred answers of hill to hill !

Tossing like pines in the tempest's way.

Joyously, wildly, the bright spires play.

And each is hail'd with a pealing shout,

For the high Alps waving their banners out !

Emi ! young Emi ! the land hath risen !

—

Alas ! to be lone in thy nai'row prison !

Those free streamers glancing, and thou not there

!

•—Is the moment of rapture, or fierce despair 1

—Hark ! there 's a tumult that shakes his cell.

At the gates of the mountain citadel ! [ing !

Hark ! a clear voice through the rude sounds ring-

Doth he know the strain, and the vrild, sweet

singing ?

" There may not long be fetters,

Where the cloud is earth's array.

And the bright floods leap from cave and steep,

Like a hunter on the prey I

" There may not long be fetters.

Where the white Alps have their towers

;

Unto Eagle-homes, if the arrow comes,

The chain is not for ours !

"

It is she ! She is come like a dayspring beam.

She that so mournfully shadow'd his dream !

With her shining eyes and her buoyant form.

She is come ! her tears on his cheek are warm

;

And oh ! the thrill in that weeping voice !

" My brother ! my brother ! come forth, rejoice
!

"

Poet ! the land of thy love is free,

—

Sister ! thy brother is won by thee !

TO THE MOUNTAIN WINDS.

* How divine

The liberty, for frail, for mortal mao.

To roam at large among unpeopled gleni.

And mountainoul retirements, only trod

By devious footsteps !— Regions cotisecrate

To oldest time ! And reckless ofthe ftorm

That keeps the raven quiet in his neit.

Be as a presence or a motion—One

Among the many there." WoanawoaTH.

Mountain winds ! oh, whither do ye call me t

Vainly, vainly would my steps pursue !

Chains of care to lower earth enthrall me.

Wherefore thus my weary spirit woo 1

Oh ! the strife of this divided being !

Is there peace where ye are bom on high ?

Could we soar to your proud eyries fleeing.

In our hearts would haunting memories die 1

Those wild places are not as a dwelling

Whence the footsteps of the loved are gone !

Never from those rocky halls came swelling

Voice of kindness in familial' tone !

Surely music of oblivion s%veepeth

In the pathway of your wanderings free
;

And the torrent, wildly as it leapeth.

Sings of no lost home amidst its glee.

There the rushing of the falcon's pinion

Is not from some hidden pang to fly ;

All things breathe of power and stem dominion

—

Not of hearts that in vain yearnings die.

Mountain winds ! oh ! is it, is it only

Where man's trace hath been that so we pine 1

Bear me up, to grow in thought less lonely,

Even at nature's deepest, loneliest shrine !

Wild, and mighty, and mysterious singers !

At whose tone my heart within me bums

;

Bear me where the last red sunbeam lingers,

Where the waters have their secret urns !

There to commune with a loftier spirit

Than the troubling shadows of regret

;

There the wings of freedom to inherit,

^\^lere the enduiing and the wing'd are met.

Hush, proud voices ! gentle be your falling 1

Woman's lot thus chainless may not be

;

Hush ! the heart your trumpet-sounds are calling.

Darkly still may grow—but never free !

J
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THE PROCESSION.

" ' Tlie p«Are which pasMth all andertUndlng,' dlaclosed ItsfU

la her looks and movemenU. It lajr on her countenance like a

taady unahadowvd moonlight."—COLaaiDoa.

There were trampling sounds of many feet,

And music rush'd through the crowded street

:

Proud music, such as tells the sky

Of a chief retum'd from victory.

There were banners to the winds unroll'd.

With haughty words on each blazon'd fold
;

High battle-names, which had rung of yore

When lances clash'd on the Syrian sliore.

Borne from their dwellings, green and lone.

There were flowers of the woods on the pathway
strown

;

And wheels that crush'd as they swept along ;

—

Oh ! what doth the violet amidst the throng ?

I saw where a bright procession pass'd

The gates of a minster old and vast;

And a king to his crowning-place was led,

Through a sculptured lino of the wan-ior-dcad.

I saw, fer gleaming, the long array

Of trophies, on those high tombs that lay.

And the colour'd light, that wrapp'd them all.

Rich, deep, and sad, as a royal pall.

But a lowlier grave soon won mine eye

Away from th' ancestral pageantry

—

A grave bj' the lordly minster's gate,

Unhonour'd, and yet not desolate.

It was a dewy greensward bed,

Meet for the rest of a peasant head

;

But Love—oh, lovelier than all beside !

—

That lone place guarded and glorified.

For a gentle form stood watching there.

Young—but how sorrowfully fair !

Keeping the flowers of the holy spot.

That reckless feet might profane them not.

Clear, pale and clear, was the tender cheek,

.\iid her eye, though tearful, serenely meek;

And I deem'd, by its lifted gaze of love.

That her sad heart's treasure was all above.

For alone she secm'd midst the throng to be.

Like a bird of the waves far away at sea

;

Alone, in a mourner's vest array'd,

And with folded hands, e'en as if she pray'J.

It faded before me, that mask of pride.

The hauglity swell of the mu.sie died

;

Banner, and armour, and tossing plume.

All melted away in the twilight's gloom.

But that orphan form, with its willowy grace,

And the speaking prayer in that pale, calm face,

Still,stiU o'er my thoughts inthe night-hourglide—

—Oh ! Love is lovelier than all beside 1

THE BROKEN LUTE.

" When the lamp Is ihatter'd.

The light In the dust Ilea dead

;

When the cloud is scatter'd.

The rainbow's glory is shed.

When the lute Is broken.

Sweet sounds are remember'd not

;

When the words are spoken.

Loved accents are soon forgot.

At music and splendour

Survive not the lamp and lute.

The heart's echoes render

Ho song when the sphlt Is mute." 8iiei.i.bv,

She dwelt in proud Venetian halls.

Midst forms that breathed from the pictured walls,

But a glow of beauty like her own,

There had no dream of the painter thrown.

Lit from within was her noble brow.

As an urn, whence rays from a lamp may flow

;

Her young, clear cheek, had a changeful hue,

As if ye might see how the soul wrought through,

And every flash of her fervent eye

Seem'd the bright wakening of Poesy.

Even thus it was ! From her cliildhood's years

A being of sudden smiles and teai-s—

Passionate visions, quick light and shade- -

Such was that high-bom Italian maid !

And the spirit of song in her bosom-cell

Dwelt, as the odoui's in violets dwell,

Or as the sounds in ^olian strings.

Or in aspcn-leavcs the quiverings ;

There, ever there, with the life enshrined.

Waiting the call of the faintest wind.

Oft, on the wave of the Adrian sea,

In the city's hour of moonlight glee

—

Oft would that gift of the southern sky "^

O'erflow from her lips in melody

;

Oft amid festal halls it came.

Like the springing forth of a sudden fliuue

—
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Till the dance was hush'd, and the silvery tone

Of her inspiration was heard alone.

And fame went with her, the bright, the crown'd,

And music floated her steps around

;

And every lay of her soul was borne

Through the sunny land, as on wings of mom.

And was the daughter of Venice blest.

With a power so deep in her youthful breast 1

Could she be happy, o'er whose dark eye

So many changes and dreams went by 1

And in whose cheek the swift crimson wrought

As if but born from the rush of thought ?

Yes ! in the brightness of joy awhile

She moved as a bark in the sunbeam's smile

;

For her spirit, as over her lyre's full chord.

All, all on a happy love was pour'd

!

How loves a heart whence the stream of song

Flows, like the life-blood, quick, bright, and

strong?

How loves a heart, which hath never proved

One breath of the world ! Even so she loved

;

Bless'd, though the lord of her soul, afar,

Was charging the foremost in Moslem war.

Bearing the flag of St Mark's on high.

As a ruling star in the Grecian sky.

Proud music breathed in her song, when fame

Gave a tone more thrilling to his name

;

And her trast in his love was a woman's faith

—

Perfect, and fearing no change but death.

But the fields are won from the Othman host.

In the land that quell'd the Persian's boast,

And a thousand hearts in Venice bum
For the day of triumph and return !

The day is come ! the flashing deep

Foams where the galleys of victoiy sweep

;

And the sceptred city of the wave

With her festal splendour greets the brave

;

Cymbal, and clarion, and voice, around.

Make the air one stream of exulting sound

;

While the beautiful, with their sunny smiles.

Look from each hall of the hundred isles.

But happiest and brightest that day of all.

Robed for her warrior's festival,

Moving a queen midst the radiant throng,

Was she, th' inspired one, the maid ofsong

!

The lute he loved on her arm she bore,

As she rush'd in her joy to the crowded shore

;

With a hue on her check like the damask glow

By the sunset given unto mountain snow.

And her eye all fiU'd with the spirit's play,

Like the flaish of a gem to the changeful day,

And her long hair waving in ringlets bright

—

So came that being of hope and light 1

One moment, Erminia ! one moment more.

And life, all the beauty of life, is o'er !

The bark of her lover hath touch'd the strand

—

Whom leads he forth with a gentle hand 1

—A young fair form, whose nymph-like grace

Accorded well with the Grecian face.

And the eye, in its clear, soft darkness meek.

And the lashes that droop'd o'er a pale rose cheek;

And he look'd on that beauty with tender pride

—

The warrior hath brought back an Eastern bride

!

But how stood she, the forsaken, there,

Strack by the Ughtning of swift despair]

Still, as amazed with grief, she stood,

And her cheek to her heart sent back the blood

;

And there came from her quivering lip no word,

Only the fall of her lute was heard.

As it dropp'd from her hand at her rival's feet.

Into fragments, whose dying thrill was sweet

!

What more remaineth I Her day was done

;

Her fate and the Broken Lute's were one !

The light, the vision, the gift of power,

Pass'd from her soul in that mortal hour.

Like the rich sound from the shatter'd string

Whence the gush of sweetness no more might

spring

!

As an eagle struck in his upward flight.

So was her hope from its radiant height

;

And her song went with it for evermore,

A gladness taken from sea and shore !

She had moved to the echoing sound of fame

—

Silently, silently, died her name !

Silently melted her life away,

As ye have seen a young flower decay,

Or a lamp that hath swiftly bum'd expire.

Or a bright stream shrink from the summer's fire,

Leaving its channel all dry and mute

—

Woe for the Broken Heart and Lute !

THE BURIAL IN THE DESERT.

" How weeps yon gallnnt band

Oer him their valour could not save !

For the bayonet is red with gore.

And he, the beautiful and brave,

Now steepa in Egypt's sand." WtLSoir.

In the shadow of the Pyramid

Our brother's grave we made,

When the battle-day was done,
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Tell me of those bright worlds on high.

How doth thy fond heart dream

)

By the sweet mournful voice I know,

On thy pale brow I see.

That thou hast loved, in fear, and woe

—

Say what is heaven to thco ?

" Oh ! heaven is where no secret dread

May haunt love's meeting hour.

Where from the past no gloom is shed

O'er the heart's chosen bower

:

" Where every sever'd wreath is bound

—

Where none have heai'd the knell

That smites the heart with that deep soimd-

Fareivell, beloved I—farewelir

THE WISH.

Come to me, when my soul

Hath but a few dim hours to linger here

;

When earthly chains are as a shrivel'd scroll.

Oh I let me feel thy presence ! be but near 1

That I may look once more

Into thine eyes, wliich never changed for me

;

That I may speak to thee of that bright shore

Where, with our treasure, we have long'd to be.

Thou friend of many days

!

Of sadness and of joy, of home and hearth

!

Will not,thy spirit aidme then to raise

Tlie trembling pinions of my hope from earth

!

By every solemn thought

Which on our hearts hath sunk in days gone by,

From the deep voices of the moimtains caught,

O'er all th' adoring silence of the sky;

By every lofly theme

AVhereon, in low-toned reverence we have spoken

;

By our communion in each feneut dream

That sought from realms beyond thegravea token ;

And by our tears for those [death
;

Whose loss hath touch'd our world with hues of

And by the Iiopes that with their dust repose.

As flowers await the south-wind's vernal breath

;

Come to me in that day

—

The one—the sever'd from all days- friend!

Eventhen,ifhuman thoughtmay thenhavesway,
My soul with thine shall yet rejoice to blend.

Nor then, nor there alone :

I ask my heart if all indeed must die^

All that of holiest feelings it hath known I

And my heart's voice replies—Eternity]

WRITTEN AFTER VISITING A TOMB,

NEAR WOODSTOCK, IN Tlltt COUNTY OF KILKENNY.*

" Yea ! hide beneath the mouldering heap.

The undelighteil, alighted thing

;

There In the cold eftith, buried deep.

Id silence let it wait the Spring."

Mas TioiiB'a " Poem OQ th« Lily."

I STOOD where the lip of song lay low.

Where the dust had gather'd on Beauty's brow

;

Where stillness hung on the heart of Love,

And a marble weeper kept watch above.

I stood in the silence of lonely thought,

Of deep affections that inly wrought.

Troubled, and dreamy, and dim with fear

—

They knew themselves exiled spirits here

!

Then didst thov, pass me in radiance by,

Child of the sunbeam, bright butterfly

!

Thou that dost bear, on thy fairy wings.

No burden of mortal sufi'erings.

Thou wert flitting past that solemn tomb.

Over a bright world of joy and bloom

;

And strangely I felt, as I saw thee shine.

The all that sever'd Oiy life and mine.

Mine, with its inborn mysterioiis things.

Of love and grief its unfathom'd springs

;

And quick thoughts wandering o'er earth and sky.

With voices to question eternity I

Thine, in its reckless and joyous way.

Like an embodied breeze at play !

Child of the sunlight !—thou wing'd and free

!

One moment, one moment, I envied thee

!

Thou art not lonely, though bom to roam,

Thou hast no longings that pine for home

;

Thou seek'st not the haunts of the bee and bird.

To fly &om the sickness of hope deferr'd

:

1 See the *' Grave of a Poetess,** p. 4U, on the same sub-

ject, and written several years previously to visiting the scene.
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In thy brief being no strife of mind,

No boundless passion, is deeply shrined ;

While I, as I gazed on thy swift flight by.

One hour ofmy soul seem'd infinity

!

And she, that voiceless below me slept,

Flow'd not her song from a heart that wept 1

—OLoveandSong! though of heaven yourpowei-s,

Dark is your fate in this world of ours.

Yet, ere I tum"d from that silent place,

Or ceased from watching thy sunny race.

Thou, even thou, on those glancing wings,

Didst waft me visions of brighter things

!

Thou that dost image the freed soul's birth,

And its flight away o'er the mists of earth,

Oh ! fitly thy path is through flowers that rise

Round the dark chamber where Genius lies

!

EPITAPH.

Faeewell, beloved and mom'u'd ! We miss awhile

Thy tender gentleness of voice and smile,

And that bless'd gift of heaven, to cheer us lent

—

That thrilling touch, divinely eloquent, [high.

Which breathed the soul of prayer, deep, fervent.

Through thy rich stmns of sacred harmony.

Yet from those very memories there is born

A soft light, pointing to celestial mom :

Oh ! bid it guide_ us where thij footsteps trode,

To meet at last " the pure in heart" with God

!

PEOLOGUE TO THE TRAGEDY OF FIESCO,

AS TRANSLATED FROM THE GERMAN OF SCHILLER,

BY COLONEL D*AGUILAR,AND PERFORMED AT TUB THEATRE-
ROYAL, DUBLIN, DBCEMBBR 1832.

Too long apart, a bright but sever'd band.

The mighty minstrels of the Rhine's fair laud

Majestic strains, but not for us, had sung—
Moulding to melody a stranger tongue.

Brave heartsleap'd proudly to their words of power.

As a true sword bounds forth in battle's hour

;

Fair eyes rain'd homage o'er th' impassion'd lays.

In loving tears, more eloquent than praise

;

While we, far distant, knew not, dream'd not aught

Of the high marvels by that magic wrought.

But let the barriers of the sea give way, [sway!

When mind sweeps onward with a conqueror's

And let the Rhine divide high souls no more

From mingling on its old heroic shore, [age

Which, e'en like ours,brave deedsthrough manyan

Have made the poet's own free heritage

!

To us, though faintly, may a wandering tone

Of the far minstrelsy at last be known

;

Sounds wliich the thrilling pulse, the burning tear,

Have sprung to greet, must not be strangers here.

And if by one, more used on march and heath

To the shrill bugle than the muse's breath,

With a warm heart the offciing hath been brought.

And in a trusting loyalty of thought.

So let it be received !—a soldier's hand

Bears to the breast of no migenerous land

A seed of foreign shores. O'er this fair clime.

Since Tara heard the harp of ancient time,

Hath song held empire; then, if not with /am«.

Let the gi-een isle with kindness bless his aim,

The joy, the power, of kindred song to spread.

Where once that harp " the soul of music shed
!

"

TO QIULIO REGONDI,

THE BOY OniTARIST.

Blessing and love be round thee still, fair boy

!

Never may suffering wake a deeper tone

Than genius now, in its first fearless joy.

Calls forth exulting from the chords which own

Thy fairy touch ! Oh ! may'st thou ne'er be taught

The power whose fountain is in troubled thought

!

For in the light of those confiding eyes.

And on th' ingenuous calm of that clear brow,

A dower, more precious e'en than genius lies,

Apure mind's worth, awarm heart'svemal glow!

God, who hath graced thee thus, gentle child

!

Keep midst the world thy brightness undefiled

!

YE HOURS!

YE hours ! ye sunny hours

!

Floating lightly by,

Are ye come with birds and flowers.

Odours and blue sky ?

" Yes ! we come, again we come,

Through the woodpaths free :

Bringing many a wanderer home,

With the bird and bee."
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Tlitn go, and with the Cross forsake

Tho princely babe of France !

But tell your homes ye left one heart

To perish undefiled

;

A woman, and a queen, to guard

Her honour and her child 1

"

Before her words they thrill'd, like leaves

When winds are in the wood

;

And a deepening murmur told of men
Koused to a loftier mood.

And her babe awoke to flashing swords,

Unshcath'd in many a hand.

As they gather'd round the helpless One,

Again a noble band !

" V\e are thy warriors, lady !

Ti-ue to the Cross and thee

;

The spirit of thy kindling words

On every sword shall be !

Rest, with thy fair child on thy breast

!

Rest—we will guard thee well

!

St Denis for the Lily-flower

And the Christian citadel
!

"

THE WANDERER.

TRANSLATED FROM THE GERMAN OF SCHMIDT TON LUBECK.

I COME down from the hills alone

;

Mist wraps the vale, the billows moan !

I wander on in thoughtful care.

For ever asking, sighing

—

where t

Tho sunshine round seems dim and cold.

And flowers are pale, and life is old.

And words fall soulless on my ear

—

Oh, I am still a stranger here I

Where art thou, land, sweet land, mine own I

Still sought for, long'd for, never kno\vn 1

The land, tho land of hope, of light.

Where glow my roses freshly bright,

And where my friends the green paths tread,

And where in beauty rise my dead

;

The land that speaks my native speech,

The blessed land I may not reach !

I wander on in thoughtful care,

For ever asking, sighing

—

where J

And spirit-sounds come answering this

—

" T/iere, where thou art not, there is him I"

THE LAST WORDS OF THE LAST WASP
OF SCOTLAND,

—A jeu-d'etprit produced at this time, whlcli owed its origin

to a simple reniarli on the unseasonableness of tlie weatlier,

madebyMrsIIemanstoMrCliarlesKirkpatricli Sharpe, wliom

she was in tlie liabit of seeing at Sir David Wedderburn's.

** It is so litlle lilie Bunmier," slie said, " tliat I liave not

even seen a butterfly." " A butterfly !
" retorted Sir Sharpe,

" I Iiave not even seen a wasp !
'* Tiie next morning, as if

in confutation of tliis calumny, a wasp made its appearance

at Lady Wedderburn's breakfast table. Mrs Hemans inmie-

diately proposed that if should be made a prisoner, inclosed

in a bottle, and sent to Mr Sharpe : this was accordingly done,

and the piquant missive was acknowledged by him as fol-

lows :

—

" SONNET TO A WASP, IN THE MANNER OP

MILTON, &c., BUT MUCU SUPERIOR.

Pooii insect ! rash as rare !—Thy sovereign,' sure.

Hath driven thee to Siberia in disgrace

—

Else what delusion could thy sense allure

To buzz and sting in this unwholesome place,

Where e'en the hornet's hoarser, and the race

Of filmy wing are feeble ! Honey here

(Scarce as its rhyme) thou find'st not. Ah,beware

Thy golden mail, to starved Ai-achno dear !^

Though fingers famed, that thrill the immortal lyre.

Have pent thee up, a second Asmodeus,

I wail thy doom—I warm thee by the fire.

And blab our secrets—do not thou betray us I

I give thee liberty, I give thee breath,

To fly from Athens, Eurus, Doctors, Death !
!"

To this .Mrs I leiDans returned tlie following rejoinder :—

Sooth'd by the strain, the Wasp thus made reply

—

(The first, last time he spoke not waspishly)

—

" Too late, kind Poet ! comes thine aid, thy song.

To aught first starved, then bottled up so long.

Yet, for the warmth of this thy genial fire.

Take a Wasp's blessing ere hLs race expire ;

—

Never may provost's foot find enti'ance hero I

Never may bailie's voice invade thine ear

!

Never may housemaid wipe the verd antique

From coin of thine—Assyrian, Celt, or Greek !

Never may Eurus cross thy path !—to thee

May winds and wynds^ aUke propitious be !

And when thou diest—(live a thousand years!;

—

May friends fill classic bottles* with their tears !

1 Beelzebub Is the ktng of flies.

2 A beautiful allusion to our starving wearers.

» Alluding to antiquarian visits to these renowned closes.

* Referring to certain precious lachrymatories in the pot-

session of Mr Sharpe.
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that the country has of lata yean made advances in moral

worth. We infer Uiis from the more general diffusion of in-

telligence, and the higher ttaudnrd of learning ; from the

spirit of healthy action pervading all classes ; from the

diniinislied number of crimes; from the general security of

property ; from tlie mpid multiplication of Sabbath schools,

than which no discovery of our nge lias been more important

for the moral education of the people ; from the philanthropy

which seelis for the sources of vice, and restrains it by remov-

ing its causes ; from the active and compassionate benevolence,

which does not allow itself to consider any class so vicious or

so degraded as to have forfeited its claim to humane atten-

tion—whtcli seeks and relieves misery wherever it is concealed,

and, embracing every continent in its regard, has its mes-

sengers in the remotest regions of the world. Ileligious free-

dom is the last right which, even in our days, the inhabitants

of ihis country would surrender. It would be easier to drive

them from their houses and their lands, than to take from

them the liberty of worshipping God according to the dictates

of conscience. There is no general assertion of this right, and

no energetic display of zeal in maintaining it, solely because

it is menaced by no alarming danger.

'* In a state of society like ours, there may be little room
for the exercise of those arts of which it is the chief aim to

amuse and deliyht ; and yet attention is by no means con-

fined to those objects which are directly connected with the

ftdvancement of personal or public wealth. For the costly

luxuries of life, and e*en for its elegant pleasures, there may
as yet be little room ; and still the morality of the nation be

far from forming itself on the new system of morals devised

by our political economists. There has been no age—we assert

it with confidence—there has been no people, where the efforts

of mind, directly connected with the preservation of elevated

feeling and religious earnestness, are more valued than they

are by the better part of our own community. We can no

support, or we hold it not best to support, an e-xpensive reli-

gious establishment ; but every where the voice of religious

hom.ige and instruction is heard : we cannot set apart large

estates to give splendour to literary distinction ; but you will

hardly tind a retired nook, where only a few families seek their

shelter near each other, so destitute, that the elements ot

knowledge are not freely taught : we cannot establish galleries

for the various works of the arts of design ; but the eye that

can see the beauties of nature is common with us, and the

recital of deeds of high worth meets with ready listeners. Tiie

luxuries, which are for display, are exceedingly little known ;

but the highest value is set on every effort of mind connected

with the investigation of truth, or the nurture of generous

and elevated sentiments.

'* Wliere the public mind had been thus formed, the poetry

of Mrs Ilemans was sure to tind admirers. The exercise of

genius, if connected with no respect for virtue, might have

remained unnoticed ; the theory, which treats of beauty as

of something indep<_'ndent of moral effect, is still without

advocates among us. It has thus far been an undisputed

axiom ttiat, If a production is indecent or immoral, it for that

very reason cannot claim to be considered beautiful.

** We do not go so far as to assert, that there can be no

merit in works of which the general tendency is immoral ; but

the merit, if there is any, does not lie in the immoral part, in

the charm that is thrown round vice, but rather in an occa-

sional gleam of letter principles, in nature occasionally mak-

ing lier voice heard above the din of the dissolute, in the pic-

tures of loveliness and moral truth that shine out through the

darkness. Amidst all the horrors and depravity of supersti-

tion, the strange and the abominable vagaries of the human

bnagination, exercised on religion in heathenlsli ignorance,

the observing mind may yet recognise the spiritthat connects

man with a better world. And so it is with poetry : amidst

all the confusion which Is manifest where the heavenly gift Is

under the control of a corrupted judgment, something of its

native lustre will still appear. When we see the poet of tran-

scendent genius delineating any thing but the higher part of

our nature ; when we observe how, after borrowing fiendish

colours, he describes states of mind with which devils only

should have sympathy, rails at human nature in a style which

spiteful misanthropy alone can approve, or gives descriptions

of sensuality fit only for the revels of Conius ; when we see

him ' hurried down the adulterate age, adding pollutions of

his own,' we can have little to say to excuse or to justify

an admiration of poetic talent, till we are reconciled to

human nature and the muse by the pure lustre of better-guided

minds,

** In what view of the subject can it be held a proper design

of poetry to render man hateful to himself? How can it de-

light or instruct us to see our fellow-men ranged under the

two classes of designing villains and weak du]>es ? Or what

sources of poetic inspiration are left, if all the relations of

social life are held up to derision, and every generous impulse

scorned as the result of deluded confidence ?

'* To demand that what is called poetical justice should be

found In every performance may be unreasonable, since the

events of life do not warrant us in expecting it; but we may
demand what is of nuich more importance, moral justice—

a

consistency of diameter, a conformity of the mind to its

career of action. It may not be inconsistent with reality,

though it is with probability, that an unprincipled miscreant,

governing himself in his gratifications by the narrowest sel-

fishness, should be successful in his pursuits ; but it is unna-

tural and false to give to such a nature any of the attributes

of goodness. Vice is essentially mean and low ; it has no

dignity, no courage, no beauty ; and while the poet can never

impart to a production, tending to promote vice, the power

and interest which Ijelong to the worthy delineation of honour-

able actions, he can never invest a false heart with the noble

qualities of a generous one. Observe in this respect the man-
ner of the dramatic poet, who is acknowledged to have de-

lineated the passions with the greatest fidelity. Shakspeare

describes the mind as gradually sinking under the influence

of the master-passion. It stamps itself on the whole soul, and

obliterates all the finer traces in which humanity had wTitten

ft witness of gentler qualities. Macbeth is a moral picture ot

terrific sublimity, and an illustration of that moral justice

which wp contend sliould never l>e wanting. The one strong

passion moulds the character, and blasts every tender senti-

ment. AVlien once Othello is jealous, his judgment Is gone;

the selfishness of Richard leads to wanton cruelty. In one ot

8hakspeare's tragedies, not a crime, but a fault is the found-

ation of the moral interest. Here, too, he is consistent

;

and the irresolution of Hamlet leaves his mind without energy,

and his contending passions without terror. We might

explain our views by examples from the comedies of the great

dramatist, but Macbeth and llichard furnish the clearest

illustration of them. And it is in such exhibitions of the

power of vice to degrade, that * gorgeous tragedy * performs

her severest office; lifting up the pall which hides the ghast-

liness of unprincipled depravity, and showing us, where «ce

gains control, the features, that before may have been re-

splendent with loveliness, marred and despoiled of all tlieir

sweet expression.

'* There can, then, be no more hideous fault in a literary

work than profligacy. Levity is next in order. The dispoti-
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tlon to trifle with topics of ttie highest moment—to apply the

levelHng principle to tlie emotions of the human mind, to hold

up to ridicule tlie exulted thoughts and knidling aspirations

of which human nature is capable—can at best charm those

only who have failed to enter the true avenues to happiness.

Such works may be popular, because the character of the

public mind may for a season be corrupt. A literature, con-

sisting of such works, is the greatest evil with which a nation

can be cursed. National poverty is nothing in comparison,

for poverty is remedied by prudent enterprise ; but such works

poison the life-blood of the people, the moral vigour, which

alone can strive for liberty and honour. The apologists fur

this class of compositions, in which Voltaire and La Fontaine

are the greatest masters, defend it on the ground that it is

well adapted to give pleasure to minds which have been ac-

customed to it, and tliat foreigners need only a different

moral education to be able to enjoy it. Now, without wast-

ing a word on the enormity of defending what is intrinsically

ensual, we reply merely on the score of effect. He who

adapts his inventions to a particular stj\te of society, can

please no further ; he depends on circumstances for his popu-

larity ; he does not appeal to man, but to accidental habits,

a fleeting state of the public mind ; he is the poet, not of

nature, but of a transient fashion. The attraction which

comes from the strangeness or novelty of the manner is of

very little value. On the most brilliant night a meteor would

be followed by all eyes for a while ; and why ? Because it is

as evanescent as bright ; we must gaze at once, or it will be

too late. Yet the mind soon returns to the contemplation of

the eternal stars which light up the heavens with enduring

lustre. Any popularity, obtained by gratifying a perverse

taste, is essentially transitory ; while all that is benevoleni and

social, all that favours truth and goodness, is of universal and

perpetual interest.

*' These are but plain inferences from facts in the history

of hterature. The plays of Dryden were written to please an

audience of a vicious taste ; they may have been received with

boisterous applause, but nobody likes them now, though in

their form not unsuited to the stage ; and as for the grossest

scenes, any merit in the invention is never spoken of as com-

pensating for tlieir -abominable coarseness. On the other

hand, Milton's Comus, though in its form entirely antiquated,

has the beautiful freshness of everlasting youth, delights tlie

ardent admirer of good poetry, and is always showing new

attractions to the careful critic. And where lies this immense

difference in the lasting effect of these two writers ? Dryden,

it is true, fell far short of Milton in poetic genius ; but the

true cause Ues in this,—virtue, which is the soul of song, is

wanting in the plays of Dryden, while the poetry of Milton

bears the impress of his own magnanimity.
'

' We are contending for no sickly morality : we would shut

out the poet from the haunts of libertinism, not from the

haunts of men ; we would have him associate with his fellows,

hold intercourse with the great minds that light up the gloom

of ages, and share in the best impulses of hunmn nature, and

not, under the influence of a too delicate sensibility, treat

only of the harmless flowers, and tlie innocent birds, and the

exhilaratincr charm of agreeable scenery ; and still less, in the

spirit of a sullen misanthropy, delight in obscure abstractions,

find comfort only in solitude, and rejoice, or pretend to re-

joice, chiefly in the mountains, and the ocean, and the low

places of the earth. Their pursuit of moral beauty does not

lead to an affected admiration, or an improper idolatry of the

visible creation. The genius of the poet can impart a portion

of its eloquence to the external world, and elevate creation by

connecting it with moral associations. But descriptions.

except of scenes where moral beings are to move, possess Uttis

interest. If landscape-painting is an inferior branch of tliat

art, though the splendid works of Claude demand praise with-

out measure, landscape poetry is a kind of affectation, an un-

natural result of excessive reflnement. Description is impor-

tant, but subordinate. The external world, with all its gor-

geousness and varied fonns of beauty ; the cataract, ' with its

glory of reflected light ;* the forests, as they wave in the

brilliancy of early summer ; the flowers, that are crowded in

gardens, or waste their sweetness on the desert air ;
' the

noise of the hidden brook, that all night long in the leafy

months sings itsquict tune to the sleeping woods ;' the ocean,

whether reposing in tranquil majesty or tossed by the tem-

pest ; night, when the heavens are glittering with the splen-

dour of the constellations ; morning, when one perfect splen-

dour beams in the sky, and is reflected in a thousand colour*

from the glittering earth—these are not the sublimest themes

that awaken the etiergies of the muse. It is mind, audmind

only, which can exhibit the highest beauty. The hymn of

martyrdom, the strength by which the p;itriot girds himself

to die, ' God's breath in the soul of man,* the unconquerable

power of generous passion, the hopes and sorrows ofhumanity

—love, (ievotion, and all the deep and bright springs of affec-

tion—these are higher themes of permanent interest and ex-

alted character,

" Here, too, we find an analogy between poeticand religious

feeling. The image of God is to be sought for, not so much

in the outward world as in the mind. No combination of

inanimate matter can equal the sublimity and wonderful

power of life. To impart organic life, with the power of repro-

duction, is a brighter display of Omnipotence than any ar-

rangement of the inanimate, material world. A swarm of

flies, as through their short existence they buzz and wheel in

the summer's sun, offer as clear, and, to some minds, a clearer

demonstration of Omnipotence, than the everlasting, but

silent, courses of the planets. But moral life is the highest

creation of divine power. We, at least, know and can con-

ceive of none higher. We are, therefore, not to look for God

among tl>e rivers and the forests, nor yet among the planets

and the stars, hut in the hearts of men ; he is not the God of

the dead, but of the livhig.

" Those who accord with the general views which we have

here maintained, will be prepared to express unqualified ap-

probation of the literary career of Mrs llemans. Had her

writings been merely harmless, we should not have entered

into an analysis of them ; but the moral charm which is spread

over them is so peculuxr, so full of nature, and truth , and deep

feeling, that her productions claim at once the praise of ex-

quisite purity and poetic excellence. She adds the dignity of

her sex to a high sense of the duties of a poet ; she wTites with

buoyancy, yet with earnestness ; her poems bear the impress

of a character worthy of admiration. In the pursuit of literary

renown, she never forgets what is due to feminine reserve.

We perceive a mind endowed with powers to aspire, and are

still further pleaj^ed to find no unsatisfied cravings, no pas-

sionate pursuit of remote objects, but high endowments,

graced by contentment. There is plainly the consciousness

of the various sorrow to which life is exposed, and with it the

spirit of resignation. She sets before herself a clear and ex-

alted idea of what a female A^Titer should be, and is on the

way to realise her own idea of excellence. Living in domestic

retirement, in a beautiful part of Wales, it is her own feelings

and her own experience which she connnunicates to us. We
cannot illustrate our meaning better, than by introducing our

readers at once to Mrs llemans herself, as she describes to us

the occupations of a day.
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AN HOUR OF ROMANCE.

* Then war* thick leavei above me and Eroand,

And low iwett aicbt, like tbone of childhcKMl'i ileep,

Amidat their dlmnoM, and a fltfUl aouiid

At of toft thowen oa wat«r/ etc. etc.

** The poetry is licre as beautiful as the scene described is

quiet and pleasing. It fumis an amiable picture of the occu-

pations of a contemplative mind. The language, versiHcation,

and imagery, are of great merit, the beauties of nature de-

scribed by a careful observer ; the English scene is placed in

happy contrast with the I^islern, and the dream of romance

pleasantly disturbed by the cheerfulness of life. But we make

but sorry work at commenting on what the reader must feel.

" It has been said that religion can never be made a sub-

ject of Interest in poetry. The position is a false one, refuted

by the close alliance between poetic inspiration and sacred

enthusiasm. Irreligion lias certainly no place in poetry.

There may have been Atljeist philosophers ; an Atheist poet

is an Impossibility. Tiie poet may doubt and reason like

Hamlet, but the moment he acquiesces in unbelief, there is

an end to the magic of poetry. Imagination can no longer

throw lively hues over the creation : the forests cease to be

haunted ; the sea, and the air, and the heavens, to teem with

life. The highest interest, we think, attaches to Mrs Ilemans's

writings, from the spirit of Christianity which pervades them.

" The poetry of our author is tranqnillising in its diameter,

calm and serene. We beg pardon of the lovers of excitement,

but we are seriously led to take notice of this quality as of a

high merit A great deal has been said of the sublimity of

directing the passions ; we hold it a much more difficult and

a much more elevated task, to restrain them. It may be sub-

lime to ride on the whirlwind, and direct the storm ; but it

seems to us still more sublime to appease the storm, and still

the whirlwind. Virgil, noraean authority, wasof thisoplnion.

Tlie French are reported to be particularly fond of effect and

display; but we remember to have read that, even in the

splendid days of Napoleon, the simplicity of vocal music sur-

passed in effect the ntagnihcence of a numerous band. It was

when Napoleon was crowned Emperor in the Cathedml of

Notre Dame. The Parisians, wishing to distinguish the

occasion by some novel exhibition, and to produce a great

effect, filled the orchestra with eighty harps, which were all

struck together with unequalled skill. The fashionable world

was in raptures. Presently the Pope entered, and some

thirty of his sinsera, who came with him from Rome, received

him with the powerful Tu et Petrii* of iha old-fashioned Scar-

latti ; and the simple majesty of the air, assisted by no instru-

ments, annihilated in a moment the whole effect of the pre-

ceding fanfaronade. A nd in literature the public taste seems

tousalready weary of those productions which aim at astonish-

ing and producing a great effect, and there is now an oppor-

tunity of pleasing by the serenityof contemplative excellence.

** It is the high praise of Mrs Ilemans's poetry that it is

feminine. The sex may welt be pleased with her productions,

for they could hardly have a better representative in the

career of letters. All her works seem to come from the heart,

to be natuniland true. The poet can give us nothing but the

form under which the objects he describes present them.selve:^

to his own mind. That form nnist be noble, or it is not

worthy of our consideration ; it must bo consistent, or it will

fail to be true. Now, in the wTitings of Mrs Ilemans, we

are sliown how life and its concerns appear to woman, and

hear a mother intrusting to verse her experience and obser-

vation. Sn, in ' The Hebrew Mother,' ' the spring-tide of

nature ' swells high as site parts from her son , on devoting him
to the service of the Temple;

—

' Ala», my boy! thy gentle gr««p lion me,

Tba briKht t«art quiver In thy plrnditig eyea,

And now fond thoughu aiite.

And lilver cordi again to eartti have won na«.

And Uk« a vine tliuu cliupesc my full heart

—

How shall I hence depart ?

' And oh ! the home whence thy bright smile bath patted,

Willlt not feim as if the tunny day

Turn'd ft-om Its d(x>r awny ?

While through it* chamWrs wnndering, w^ary-hvarted,

I languish for thy voice, which past me still

Went like a ainglng rill ?

' t give thee to thy God-the God that gave thee,

A well-ipring ofdeep glodtieu to my heart

!

And, precious as thou art,

And pure aa dew of Ilermon, He fihall have thee.

My own, my beautiful, my undeiiled 1

And thou ihalt be Ilia child.

' Therefore, fiirewell ! I go—my soul may fall me,
As the hart panteth for the water-broolu.

Yearning fbr thy sweet looks.

But thou, my first-bom ! droop not, nor bewail me;
Thou in the Shadow of the Rock shalt dwell.

The Rock ofStrcngth.— Fartwell !

'

*' The same high feeling of maternal duty and love inspires

the httle poem, 'The Wreck,* which every one has read.

'The Lady of the Castle,* 'The Grave of Korner,' 'The
Graves of a Household,' are all on domestic subjects. But
why do we allude to poems which are in every one's hands?
The mother's voice breaks out again in the piece entitled

* Elysium." Children, according to the heathen mythology.

were banished to the infernal regions, and religious faith had
no consolation for a mourning parent.

' Calm, on its leaf-strewn bier.

Unlike a gift of Nature to Decay,

Too rowhke still, too beauUAil, too dear.

The child at rest before lU mother lay
;

E'en so to pass away.

With its bright smite ! Elysium ! what wert thou

To her who wept o'er that young slumberer's brow ?

' Thou hadst no home, green land

'

For the fair creature from her bosom gone.

With life's ft-esh flowers juBt opening In its hand.

And all the lovely thoughts and dreams unknowTi,

Which in its clear eye shone
"

Like spring's first wakening ! But that light was pa»t~
—Where went the dewdrop swept before the blast ?

' Not where thy Bofl winds pl.iy'd.

Not where thy waters lay in glassy sleep !

—

Fade with thy bowers, thou land of visions ! fhd«

From thie no voice came o'er the gloomy deep.

And bade man cease to weep

!

Fade, with the amaranth plain, the myrtle grove,

Which could not yield one hope to sorrowing love !

' For the most loved nre they

Ofwhom Fame speiiks not with her clarion voic«

I n regal halls 1 The shades o'erhang their way

;

The vale, with Its deep fountains, is their choice.

And gentle henrts rejoice

Around their steps ; till silently they die.

As a stream shrinks from summer's burning ayt.

* And the world knows not then

—

Not then, nor ever, what pure thoughts are HM >

Yet these are they, who on the souts ofmen
Com* back, when night her folding T«ll hath spread.

The lung-ttmember'd dead !

Bat not with thee might anght save glory dwell—

Fade, fitde away, thou shore of a-tphodel !

'
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" And the same feelings ofa woman and mother dictated

• The Evening Prayer at a Girls' Scliool,'—a poem wliich

merits to be considered in connexion witli Gray's ' Ode on

a Distant Prospect of Eton College/

* joyoufl creatures ! that will aink to rest.

Lightly, when those pure orisons are done,' etc.

" Of other spirited, and lively, and pathetic short poems of

Mrs Hemans, which form some of the brightest ornaments of

the lyric poetry of the language, we take no particular notice

—for in what part of the United States are they not known ?

Sogeneral has been the attention to those of her pieces adapted

to the purposes of a newspaper, we hardly fear to assert that,

throughout a great part of this country, tiiere is not a family

of the middling class in which some of them have not been read.

The praise which was not sparingly bestowed upon her, when

her shorter first productions became generally known among

us, has been often repeated on a careful examination of her

works ; and could we hope that our remarlis might one day

fall under her eye, we should hope she would not be indiffer-

ent to the good wishes which are offered her from America,

but feel herself cheered and encouraged in her efforts, by the

prospect of an enlarged and almost unlimited field of useful

influence, opened to her among the descendants of her coun-

try in an independent land. The ocean divides us from the

fashions as well as tlie commotions of Europe. The voice of

America, deciding on the literature of England, resembles the

voice of posterity more nearly than any thing eUe, that is

contemporaneous* can do. We believe that the general atten-

tion which has been given to Mrs Hemans's works among ua,

may be regarded as a pledge tliat they will not be received

with indifference by posterity."

—

North American Review.

[At the conclusion of " The Records *' wegare the opinions

of one of our most celebrated Cisatlantic critics regarding the

poetry of Mrs Hemans, and we think it but right to show now

(as hasjust been done) the general estimate in whicli her genius

is held in America, as evidenced by the North American

Review, the best-known and mojt widely-circulated of the

Transatlantic periodicals.

Judging from the state of feeling in America—from the

ideas of practical philosophy entertained there—and from the

pervading utilitarian bias of its prose literature, we must con-

fess that, had we been asked to name any votary of the British

muse more likely than another to be appreciated in that coun-

try, we should have had very little hesitation in fixing upon

Crabbe. And why? Because his poetry is characterised by

a stern adherence to the realities of life, as contradistinguished

from romance, and because his characters and situations are

taken from existing aspects of society, appreciable by all. In

this theory it appears we are wrong ; and Professor Norton

has here done his Ijest to account for it. We are most given

to admire wliat is least attainable ; and therefore it is that the

spiritual glow which Mrs Hemans has blent with human
sentiment—the imaginative beauty with which she has clothed

" tlie shows of earth and heaven,"—and the leaven ofromance

which she has infused into the communications of daily

life, have, as lucus a non Itsccndo, been elements of, and not

the impediments to, her American popularity.]

HYMNS FOE CHILDHOOD.

[We are quite a^wire that the Hymns for Childhood yfGTB ivritten at a much earlier period than that which we have here

chronologically assigned them. They had been sent to Professor Norton for the use of his children, and were printed under
his auspices at Boston, New England, so early as 1827. Not, however, having had an opportunity of seeing the original

American edition, we are in the darit as to whether the Iiyrans in it were the same in number as those published in Dublin
under tlie eye of the author, or whether she afterw.ards revised and altered them. It has been therefore judged best to place

them here in the order of publication, .ind as they appeared in this country under the supervision of Mrs Hemans herself. The
hymns (as they deserved to be) were very favourably received by the public, and it is only to be regretted tliat Mrs Uemans did

not from time to time add to tiieir number. She thus wro;e to Mrs LawTence with a presentation copy other little book :
—"I send

you the fairy volume of hynnis. You will immediately see how unpretending a little book it is ; but it will give you pleasure

to know that it has been received in the most gratifying manner, having seemed (as a playful child might have done) to win

criticism into a benignant smile."— Fide Letter to Mrs Lawrence, RecoUectiom, p. 354.]

INTRODUCTORY VERSES.

Oh ! blest art thou whose steps may rove

Through the green paths of vale and grove,

Or, leaving all their eharms below,

Climb the wild mountain's airy brow
;

And gaze afar o'er cultured plains,

And cities with their stately fanes.

And forests, that beneath thee lie.

And ocean mingling with the sty.

For man can show thee naught so fair

As Nature's varied marvels there

;

And if thy pure and artless breast

Can feel their grandeur, thou art blest !

For thee the stream in beauty flows,

For thee the gale of summer blows

;

And, in deep glen and wood-walk free,

Voices of joy still breathe for thee.

But happier far, if then thy soul

Can soar to Hira who made the whole.
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Can tell of many an awful scene,

Where storms for ever sweep.

For many a fair, majestic sight

Hath met his wandering eye,

Beneath the streaming northern light,

Or blaze of Indian sky.

Go ! ask him of the whiilpool's roar.

Whose echoing thunder peals

Loud, as if rush'd along the shore

An army's chariot-wheels

;

Of icebergs, floating o'er the main.

Or fuc'd upon the coast.

Like glittering citadel or fane.

Mid the bright realms of frost

;

Of coral rocks from waves below

In steep ascent that tower.

And, fraught with peril, daily gi'ow,

Form'd by an insect's power

;

Of sea-fires, which at dead of night

Shine o'er the tides afar.

And make the expanse of ocean bright,

As heaven with many a star.

God ! thy name they well may praise

Who to the deep go down.

And trace the wonders of thy ways

Where rocks and bUlows frown

!

If glorious be that awftil deep

No human power can bind.

What then art Thov,, who bid'st it keep

Within its bounds confined

!

Let heaven and earth in praise unite

!

Eternal praise to Thee,

Whose word can rouse the tempest's might.

Or still the raging sea I

THE THUNDER-STORM.

Deep, fiery clouds o'ercast the sky.

Dead stillness reigns in air

;

There is not e'en a breeze, on high

The gossamer to bear.

The woods are hush'd, the waves at rest.

The lake is dark and still.

Reflecting on its shadowy breast

Each form of rock and hill.

The lime-leaf waves not in the grove.

The rose-tree in the bower

;

The birds have ceased their songs of love,

Awed by the threatening hour.

'Tis noon ;—yet nature's calm profound

Seems as at midnight deep

:

But hark ! what peal of awful sound

Breaks on creation's sleep 1

The thunder-burst !—its rolling might

Seems the firm hiUs to shake ;

And in terrific splendour bright

The gather'd lightnings break.

Yet fear not, shrink not thou, my child

!

Though by the bolt's descent

Were the tall cliifs in ruins piled.

And the wide forests rent.

Doth not thy God behold thee still.

With all-surveying eye 1

Doth not his power all nature fill,

Aroimd, beneath, on high ?

Know, hadst thou eagle-pinions free,

To track the realms of air.

Thou couldst not roach a spot, where He
Would not be with thee there

!

In the wide city's peopled towers.

On the vast ocean's plains.

Midst the deep woodland's loneliest bov/ers,

Alike the Almighty reigns

!

Then fear not, though the angry sky

A thousand darts should cast ;

Why should we tremble, e'en to die.

And be with Him at last t

THE BIRDS.

' Are not Sve tparrows sold for two (krthingt j and not one of

them U forgotten before God ?"—Sr Lvse, xU. 6.

Tribes of the air ! whose favour'd i-aco

May wander through the realms of space,

Free guests of earth and sky

;

In form, in plumage, and in song.

What gifts of nature mark your throng

With bright variety 1
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CH0BU8.

Roll proudly on !—brave blood is with thee

sweeping,

Pour'd out by sons of thine.

Where sword and spirit forth in joy were leaping,

Like thee, victorious Rhine !

SINGLE VOICE.

Homo 1 Home I Thy glad wave hath a tone of

greetmg,

Thy path is by nay home,

Evennowmy children count the hourstill meeting

:

rausom'd ones ! I come.

cHonus.

Go tell the seas, that chain shall bind thee never 1

Sound on by heai-th and shrine !

Sing through the hills that thou art free for ever

—

Lift up thy voice, Rhine !

[•* I wish you could have heard Sir Walter Scott describea

glorious sight, which had been witnessed by a friend of his !

—

the crossing of the Rhine, at Ehrenbreitstein, by the German

army of Liberators on their victorious return from France.

' At the first gleam of tlie river,* he said, * they all hurst

forth into tlie national chiint. Am Rhdn I Am Rheinl' They

were two days passing over; and the rockA and the castle

were ringing to the song the whole time—for each band re-

newed it while crossing ; and even the Cossacks, with the

clash and the clang, and the roll of their stormy war-music,

catching the enthusiasm of the scene, swelled forth the chorus,

' Am Rhein I Am Rhdn I
'

"

—Mantacript ietter.

This anecdote, (on which was founded Mrs Hemans's own
" Rhine Song,") and the look and tone with which it was

related, made an impression on her memory which notliing

could efface. The very name of the " Father Rhine," the

" exulting and abounding river," (how often would she quote

t!.at magnificent line of Lord IJyron's !) had always worked

upon her like a spell, conjuring up a thousand visions of

romance and beauty ; and Haydn's inspiring Rheinuxiixlied,

with its fine, rich tide of flowing harmony, was one of the

airs she most delighted in. *• You are quite right," she wrote

to a friend who had echoed her enthusiasm, " it %cat the de-

scription of that noble Rhine scene which interested me more

than any part of Sir Walter's conversation ; and I wished

more that you could liave heard it than all the high legends

and solemn scenes of whicl) we spoke that day."]

A SONG OF DELOS.

[The Island of Dolos win considered of such peculiar sanc-

tity by the ancients, that tliey did not allow it to be dese-

crated by the events of birth or deatii. In the following

poem, a young priestess of Apollo is supposed to be conveyed

from iU sliores durini; the tast hours of a mortal siciiness, and

to bid tlie scenes of her youth farewell in a sudden flow of

unpremeditated song.]

** T«rr«, iolell, vkllODi. Iwlle «t doae« DMtm,
Je Tou. doU una Unn« auz bordi de mon tonbMa i

L'alr Mt ai partUtn. ! Ia lumiere e«t tl pure !

Attx rcgftrds d'ua Mourftnt I« Boletl Mt si b«au! Lamartiiib.

A SONQ was heard of old—a low, sweet song,

On the blue seas by Delos. From that isle.

The Sun-god's own domain, a gentle girl

—

Gentle, yet all inspired of soul, of naien.

Lit with a life too perilously bright

—

Wna borne away to die. How beautiful

Seems this world to the dying !—but for her,

The child of beauty and of poesy.

And of soft Grecian skies—oh ! who may dream

Of all that from her changeful eye flash'd forth.

Or glanced more quiveringly through starry tears.

As on her land's rich vision, fane o'er fane

Colour'd with loving light, she gazed her last,

Heryounglife'slafit,thathourl From herpalebrow

And burning cheek she threw the ringlets back.

And bending forward, as the spirit sway'd

The reed-like form still to the shore beloved.

Breathed the swan-music of her wild farewell

O'er dancing waves :
—"Oh, linger yet !" she cried,

" Oh, linger, linger on the oar !

Oh, pause upon the deep

!

That I may gaze yet once, once more,

Where floats the golden day o'er fane and steep

!

Neversobrightly smiledmine ownsweet shore

—

Oh ! linger, linger on the parting oar I

" I see the laurels fling back showers

Of soft light still on many a shrine

;

I see the path to haunts of flowers

Through the dim olives lead its gleaming line;

I hear a sound of flutes—a swell of song—
Mine is too low to reach that joyous throng

!

" Oh ! linger, linger on the oar

Beneath my native sky I

Let my life part from that bright shore

With day's last crimson—gazing let me die

!

Thou bark, glide slowly !—slowly should be borne

The voyager that never shall return.

"A fatal gift hath been thy dower.

Lord of the Lyre ! to me

;

With song and wreath from bower to bower.

Sisters went bounding like yoimg Oreads free

;

While I, through long, lone, voiceless hours apart.

Have lain and listen'd to my beating heart.

" Now, wasted by the inborn fire,

I sink to early rest;
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THE FALL OF D'ASSAS.

A BALLAD OF FRANCE.

[The Chevalier D'Assas, called the French Decuis, fell nohly

whilst reconnoitring a wood, near Closterknmp, by night.

He had left his regiment, tliat of Ativergne, at a short dis-

tance, and was suddenly surrounded by an ambuscade of the

enemy, who threatened Iiim with instant death if hem.idethe

least sign of their vicinity. AVitli their bayonets at his breast,

he raised his voice, and calling aloud **A moi, Auvergne!

ces sont les ennemis!" fell, pierced with mortal blows.]

Alone thix)ugh gloomy forest-shades

A soldier went by night

;

No moonbeam pierced the dusky glades.

No star shed guiding hght.

Yet on his vigil's midnight round

The youth iill cheerly pasa'd

;

TJncheck'd by aught of boding sound

That mutter'd in the blast.

Where were his thoughts that lonely hour)

—In his far home, perchance

;

His father's hall, his mother's bower,

Midst the gay vines of France

:

Wandering from battles lost and won.

To hear and bless again

The rolling of the wide Garonne,

Or murmur of the Seine.

Hush ! hark !—did stealing steps go by?

Came not faint whispers near

!

No ! the wild wind hath many a sigh.

Amidst the foliage sere.

Hark, yet again !—and from his hand,

What grasp hath ^vrench'd the bladel

—Oh, single midst a hostile band.

Young soldier ! thou'rt betray'd !

"Silence !" in undertones they cry

—

" No whisper—not a breath !

The sound that warns thy comrades nigh

Shall sentence thee to death."

Still, at the bayonet's point ho stood,

And strong to meet the blow

;

And shouted, midst his rushing blood,

"Arm, arm, Auvergne ! the foel"

The stir, the tramp, the bugle-call

—

He heard their tumults grow

;

And sent his dying voice through all

—

"Auvtrgne, Auvergne! thefoel"

THE BUBUL OP WILLIAM THE
CONQUEROR,

AT CAEN IK HOBMANDY—1087.

['* At the day appointed for the king's interment, Prince

Henry, his third son, the Norman preUtes, and a multitude

of clergy and people, assembled in the church of St Stephen,

which the Conqueror had founded. The mass had been per-

formed, the corpse was placed on the bier, and the Bishop of

Evreux had pronounced the panegyric on the deceased, when

a voice from the crowd exclaimed,— ' He whom you have

praised was a robber. The very land on which you stand is

mine. By violence he took it from my father; and, in the

name of God, I forbid you to bury him in it." The speaker

was Asceline Fitz-Arthur, who had often, but fruitlessly,

sought reparation from the justice of WillLini. After some

debate, the prelates called him to them, paid him sixty

shillings for the grave, and promised that he should receive

the full value of his land. The ceremony was then continued,

and the body of the king deposited in a coffin of stone."

—

Li.NGARD, vol. iL p. 98.]

Lowly upon his bier

The royal conqueror lay

;

Baron and chief stood near.

Silent in war-array.

Down the long minster's aisle

Crowds mutely gazing stream'd

;

Altar and tomb the while

Through mists of incense gleam'd.

And, by the torches' blaze,

The stately priest had said

High words of power and praise

To the glory of the dead.

They lower'd him, with the sound

Of requiems, to repose

;

When from the throngs around

A solemn voice arose :

—

" Forbear ! forbear ! " it cried

;

" In the holiest name, forbear

!

He hath conquer'd regions wide.

But he shall not slumber tha'et

" By the violated hearth

Which made way for yon proud shrine ;

By the harvests which this earth

Hath borne for me and mine
;

" By the house e'en here o'crthrown.

On my brethren's native spot ;

Hence 1 with his dark renown.

Cumber our birthplace not I
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From our own paths, our love's attesting bowers,

I am not gone

;

In tho deep calm of midnight's whispering hours,

Thou art not lone

:

Not lone,whenby the haunted streamthouweepest

—That stream whose tone

Murmurs of thoughts, the richest and the deepest.

We two have known

:

Not lone, when mournfully some strain awaking

Of days long past.

From thy soft eyes the sudden tears are breaking.

Silent and fast

:

Not lone, when upwards in fond visions turning

Thy dreamy glance.

Thou seek'st my home, where solemn stars are

O'er night's expanse. [burning

My home is near thee, loved one ! and around thee,

Where'er thou art

;

Though still mortality's thick cloud hath bound

Doubt not thy heart I [thee,

Hear its low voice, nor deem thyself forsaken :

Let faith be given

To the still tones which oft our being waken

—

They are of heaven.

SONGS OP SPAIN.

[Written for a set of aire, entitled Peninsular Mdodies^

selected by Colonel Hodges, and published by Messrs Gould-

ing and D'Almaine, who have permitted the reappearance of

the Mords in this volunie.J

ANCIENT BATTLE-SONG.

FwNO forth the proud banner of Leon again

!

Let the high word Castile! ^o resounding through

Spain

!

And thou, free Asturias ! cncamp'd on tho height.

Pour down thy dark sons to the vintage of fight

!

Wake, wake! the old soil where thy children repose

Sounds hollow and deep to the trampling of foes

!

The voices are mighty that swell from the past,

With Arragon's cry on the shrill mountain-blast

;

The ancient sierras give strength to our tread.

Their pines murmur song where bright blood hath

been shed.

—Fling forth the proud banner of Leon again.

And shout ye " Castile ! to the rescue for Spain I

"

THE ZEQRI MAID.

[The Zegris were one of the most illustrious Moorish tribes.

Their exploits and feuds with tlieir celebrated rivals, the Aben-

cerrages, form the subject ofmany ancient Spanish romances.]

The summer leaves were sighing

Aroimd tho Zegri maid.

To her low, sad song replying

As it fill'd the olive shade.

" Alas ! for her that loveth

Her land's, her kindred's foe I

Where a Christian Spaniard roveth.

Should a Zegri's spirit go ?

" From thy glance, my gentle mother !

I sink, with shame oppress'd.

And the dark eye of my brother

Is an aiTOW to my breast."

—

Where summer leaves were sighing

Thus sang the Zegri maid.

While the ciimson day was dying

In the whispery olive shade.

" And for all this heart's wealth wasted.

This woe in secret borne,

This flower of young life blasted.

Should I win back aught but scorn 1

By aught but daily dying

Would my lone truth be repaid 1"

—

Where tho olive leaves were sighing,

Thus sang the Zegri maid.

THE RIO VERDE SONG.

[The Rio Verde, a small river of Spain, is celebrated in the

old ballad romances of that country for the frequent combats

on its banks between Moor and Christian. The ballad re-

ferring to this stream in Percy't Rdiquet will be remembered

by many readers.

" Gentle river, gentle river I

Lo ! thyttreams krestain'd withgure."!

Flow, Rio Verde !

In melody flow

;

Wm her that wecpeth

To slumber from woe

;
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Where the pines wave, where the light chamois

leaps,

Where the lone eagle hath built on the steeps

;

Where the snows glisten, the mountain-rills foam.

Free as the falcon's wing, yet shall we roam.

Where the hearth shines, whore the kind looks

are met.

Where the smiles mingle, our place shall bo yet

!

Crossing the desert, o'eraweeping the sea

—

Droop not, my brothers ! wo yet shall be free

!

MISCELLANEOUS LYRICS.

THE CALL TO BATTLE.

" Ah ! th«n and there was hunylnf to and fh>.

And gathering teara, and tremblings of dlatrees,

And there were sudden parting*, such aa prcte

The liie from out young hearts, and choking signs.

Which ne'er might be repeated." Bvaoii.

The vesper-bell, from church and tower.

Had sent its djiug sound

;

And the household, in the hush of eve.

Were met their porch around.

A voice rang through the olive-wood, with a sud-

den trumpet's power

—

" We rise on all our hills ! Come forth ! 'tis thy

country's gathering-hour

:

There's a gleam of spears by every stream in each

old battle^ieU.

Come forth, young Juan I Bid thy home a brief

and proud farewell
!

"

Then the &ther gave his son the sword

Which a hundred fights had seen

—

" Away ! and bear it back, my boy !

All that it still hath been !

" Haste, haste ! The hunters ofthe foe are up : and

who shall stand [land

)

The lion-like awakening of the roused indignant

Our chase shall sound through each defile where

swept the clarion's blast.

With the flying footsteps of the Moor, in stormy

ages past."

Then the mother kiss'd her son with tears

That o'er his dark locks fell

:

" I bless, I bless thee o'er and o'er,

Yet X stay thee not—Farewell !"

" One moment I but one moment give to parting

thought or word !

It is no time for woman's tears when manhood's

heart is stirr'd.

Bear but the memory of my love about thee in

the figlit.

To breathe upon th' avenging sword a spell of

keener might.

And a maiden's fond adieu was heard,

Though deep, yet brief and low :

" In the vigil, in the conflict, love !

My prayer shall with thee go I"

" Come forth ! come as the torrent comes when
the winter's chain is burst

!

So rushes on the land's revenge, in night and

silence nursed.

The night is pass'd, the silence o'er— on all our

hUls we rise

:

We wait thee, youth ! sleep, dream no more ! the

voice of battle cries."

There were sad hearts in a darken'd home,

When the brave had left their bower

;

But the strength of prayer and sacrifice

Was with them in that hour.

MIGNOlirS SONG.

TRANSLATED FROM GOBTHK.

[Mignon,a young and enthiuiastic girl, (the character in

one of Qoetlie's romances, from which Sir Walter Scott's

Fenella is partially imitated,) has been stolen away, in early

childhood, from Italy. Her vague recollections of that land,

and of her early home, with its graceful sculptures and pic-

tured saloons, are perpetually haunting her, and at times

break forth into the following song. Tlie original has been

set to exquisite music, by Zelter, the friend of Goethe.]

" Kennrt du da« Land wo die Citronen bluhs ? "

Know'st thou the land where bloom the citron

bowers,

Where the gold-orange lights the dusky grove 1

High waves the laurel there, the myrtle flowers,

And through a still blue heaven the sweet winds

Know'st thou it well 1 [rove.

There, there, with thee,

friend ! loved one ! fain my stops would flee.

Know*st thou the dwellingi There the pillars rise,

Soft shines the hall, the painted chambers glow

;
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With that Bwoet light will fade

Summer and mirth.

" Leave us not, leave us not

!

Can thy heart roam 1

Wilt tliou not pine to hear

Voices from home 1

" Too sad our love would bo

If thou wert gone !

Turn to us, leave us not !

Thou art our own !

"

"0 sister ! hush that thrilling lute !—oh, ceasethat

haunting lay !

Too deeply pierce those wild, sweet notes—yet,

yet I cannot stay : [call

For wearj', weary is my heart ! I hear a whisper'd

In every breeze that stirs the leaf and bids the

blossom fall.

I cannot breathe in freedom here, my spirit pmes

to dwell

Where the world's voice can reach no more ! Oh,

calm thee !—Fare thee well !

"

['* Mrs nemans played very pleasingly, and was passion-

ately fond of music. She lias described in—perhaps the tinest

of her lyrics— the 'Requiem of Moz-ort" the manner in

which she herself felt its thrilling influences.

"It was after having listened with great delight one evening

to some sweet and loved voices (tliat are now but very seldom

heard within these walls) singing those words of hers, com-

posed from Sir Walter Scott's dictation, for one of the old

Rhintsongs, that she brought with her, on the ne.\t, her lines on

' Triumphant Music ;' and triumphant they really were. In

the splendour of their effect, as she repeated them. She wrote,

for these same voices, the little drama, or rather scena, ' The

Sisters,' which formed, as it was represented ^ with extraordi-

nary research and elegance, and with the advantage of Mr

Lodge's music, one of the most perfect private exhibitions of

the kind that can be Imagined. Onecould not help reverting

to the times of Ludlow Castle, and the Bridgewater family,

when the youthful performers in Milton's exquisite masque

were as pure, and as noble, and as beautiful, as the ideal

personages they represented."

—

Hccolkctions nfMrs Hemans,

by Mm Lawrinck of Wavertrce U»ll, p. 338-3-10.]

THE LAST SONG OF SAPPHO.

[Suggested by a beautiful sketch, the design of the younger

Westmacott. It represents Sappho sitting on a rock above

the sea, with her lyre cast at her feet. There Is a desolate

grace about the whole figure, which seems penetrated with

the feeling of utter abandonment]

Sound on, thou dark, unsltmibering sea !

My dirge is in thy moan

;

' .\t a beautiful residence In Needwood Forest

My spii-it finds response in thee

To its own ceaseless cry—" .Alone, alone !"

Yet send me back one other word.

Ye tones that never cease .'

Oh ! let your secret caves be stirr'd,

And say. dark waters ! will ye give me peace t

Away ! my weary soul hath sought

In vain one echoing sigh.

One answer to consuming thought

In human hearts—and will the wave reply ?

Sound on, thou dark unslumbering sea !

Sound in thy scorn and pride !

I ask not, aUen world ! from thee

What my own kindred earth hath stiU denied.

And yet I loved that earth so well.

With all its lovely things !

Was it for this the death-wind fell

On my rich lyre, and quench'd its living strings 1

Let them lie silent at my feet

!

Since, broken even as they.

The heart whoso music made them sweet

Hath pour'd on desert sands its wealth away.

Yet glory's light hath touch'd my name.

The laurel-wreath is mine

—

With a lone heart, a weary frame—

restless deep ! I come to make them thine !

Give to that crown, that burning crown.

Place in thy darkest hold !

Bury my anguish, my renown.

With hidden wrecks, lost gems, and wasted gold.

Thou sea-bird on the billow's crest

!

Thou hast thy love, thy home

;

They wait thee in the quiet nest.

And I, th' unsought, imwatch'd-for—I too come !

I, with this wingjd nature fraught.

These visions wildly free.

This boundless love, this fiery thought

—

Aloite I come—oh ! give me peace, dark sea !

DIRGE.

Where shall we make her grave 1

Oh ! where the wild-flowers wave
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" Only to wake the sighs

Of echo-voices from their sparry cell

;

Only to say— s>mshinc and blue skies !

life and love ! farewell."

Thus flow'd the death<!hant on ; while mournfully

Low winds and waves made answer, and the tones

Buried in rocks along the Grecian stream

—

Rocks and dim caverns of old Prophecy

—

Woke to respond : and all the air was fill'd

With that one sighing sound

—

Farewell/ fareueU/

Fill'dwiththatsoundl High iuthocalmblueheav'n

Even then a skylark hung ; soft summer clouds

Were floating roundhim, all transpiercedwith light,

And midst that pearly radiance his dark wings

Quiver'd with song : such free, triumphant song.

As if tears were not,—as if breaking hearts

Had not a place below ; and thM that strain

Spoke to the poet's ear exultingly :

—

" The summer is come ; she hath said Rejoice I

The wild-woods thrill to her merry voice

;

Her sweet breath is wandering around, on high

:

Sing, sing through the echoing sky !

" There is joy in the meuntains ! The bright waves

leap

Like the bounding stag when he breaks from sleep

;

Mii-thftUly, wildly, they flash along

—

Let the heavens ring with song !

" There is joy in the forests ! The bird of night

Hath made the leaves tremble with deep delight;

But mine is the glory to sunshine given

—

Sing, sing through the echoing heaven I

" Mine are the wings of the soaring morn.

Mine are the fresh gales with dayspring bom

:

Only young rapture can mount so high

—

Sing, sing through the echoing sky I

"

So those two voices met ; so Joy and Death

Mingled their accents ; and, amidst the rush

Of many thoughts, the listening poet cried,

—

" Oh ! thou art mighty, thou art wonderful,

Mysterious luiture ! Not in thy free range

Of woods and wilds alone, thou blendest thus

The dirge-note and the song of festival

;

But in one heart, one changeful human heart

—

Ay, and within one hour of that strange world

—

Thou call'st their music forth, with all its tones,.

To startle and to pierce !—the dying swan's,

And the glad skylark's—triumph and despair !

"

THE OURFEW.SONa OF ENGLAND.

Hark ! from the dim church-tower.

The deep, slow Curfew's chime !

—A heavy sound unto hall and bower

In England's olden time !

Sadly 'twas heard by him who came

From the fields of his toil at night,

And who might not see his own hearth-flame

In his children's eyes make light.

Sternly and sadly heard.

As it quench'd the wood-fire's glow.

Which had cheer'd the board with the mirthful

And the red wine's foaming flow ! [word.

Until that sullen, boding knell,

Flung out from every fane.

On harp, and lip, and spirit, fell,

With a weight and with a chain.

Woe for the pilgrim then

In the wild-deer's forest far !

No cottage lamp, to the haunts of men,

Might guide him, as a star.

And woe for him whoso wakeful soul,

With lone aspirings fill'd.

Would have lived o'er some immortal scroll.

While the sounds of earth were still'd !

And yet a deeper woe

For the watcher by the bed,

Where the fondly-loved in pain lay low.

In pain and sleepless dread !

For the mother, doom'd unseen to keep

By the dying babe, her place,

And to feel its flitting pulse, and weep,

Yet not behold its face !

Darkness in chieftain's hall

!

Darkness in peasant's cot !

While freedom, under that shadowy pall,

Sat mourning o'er her lot.

Oh ! the fireside's peace we well may prize I

For blood hath flow'd like rain,

Pour'd forth to make sweet sanctuaries

Of England's homes again.

Heap the yule-faggots high

Till the red light fills the room !

It is home's own hour when the stormy sky

Grows thick with evening gloom.

Gather ye round the holy hearth,

And by its gladdening blaze,
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A voice, a flute, a dreamy lay.

Such as the Boutheni breeze

Might waft, at golden fall of day.

O'er blue, transparent seas !

Oh, no ! not Huch ! That lingering spell

Would lure me back to life.

When my wean'd heart hath said farewell.

And pass'd the gates of strife.

Let not a sigh of human love

Blend with the song its tone 1

Let no disturbing echo move
One that must die alone !

But pour a solemn-breathing strain

FUl'd with the soul of prayer !

Lot a life's conflict, fear, and pain.

And trembling hope be there.

Deeper, yet deeper ! In my thought

Lies more prevailing sound,

A harmony intensely fraught

With pleading more profound

.

A passion imto music given,

A sweet, yet piercing cry
;

A breaking heart's appeal to Heaven,

A bright faith's victory !

Deeper ! Oh ! may no richer power

Be in those notes enshrined f

Can all which crowds on earth's last hour

No fuller language find ?

Away ! and hush the feeble song.

And let the chord be stUI'd !

Far in another land ere long

My dream shall be fulfill'd.

MARSHAL SCHWERIN'S GRAVE.

[" I came upon the tomb of Marshal Schwerin—a plain,

quiet cenotaph, erected in the middle of a wide corn-field,

on the very spot where he closed a long, faithful, and glori-

ous career in anns. He fell here, at eighty years of age, at

the head of his own regiment, tlie standard of it waving

In his hand. His seat was in the leathern saddle— his

foot in the Iron stirrup— his fingers reined the young war-

horse to the last."—A'ofM and KyUcliom during a liambte

into QiTmany.']

THon didst fall in the field with thy silver hair.

And a banner in thy hand

;

Thou wort laid to rest from thy battles there.

By a proudly mournful band.

In the camp, on the steed, to the bugle's blast.

Thy long bright years had sped

;

And a warrior's bier was thine at last.

When the snows had crown'd thy bead.

Many had fallen by thy side, old chief

!

Brothers and friends, perchance

;

But thou wert yet as the fadeless leaf.

And light was in thy glance.

The soldier's heart at thy step leapt high.

And thy voice the war-horse knew

;

And the first to arm, when the foe was nigh,

Wert thou, the bold and true.

Now may'st thou slumber—thy work is done

—

Thou of the well-worn sword !

From the stormy fight in thy fame thou'rt gone.

But not to the festal board.

The com- sheaves whisper thy grave around.

Where fiery blood hath flow'd

:

lover of battle and trumpet-sound 1

Thou art couch'd in a still abode I

A quiet home from the noonday's glare,

And the breath of the wintry blast

—

Didst thou toil through the days of thy silvery hair.

To win thee but this at last ?

THE FALLEN LIME-TREK

JOT of the peasant I stately lime !

Thou art fall'n in thy golden honey-time I

Thou whose wavy shadows.

Long and long ago,

Screen'd our gray forefathers

From the noontide's glow

;

Thou, beneath whose branches,

Touch'd with moonUght gleams.

Lay our early poets

Wrapt in fairy dreams.

tree of our fathers I hallow'd tree !

A glory is gone from our home with thee.

Where shall now the weary

Rest through summer evesl

Or the bee find honey.

As on thy sweet leaves I
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No earthly passion in th' exulting lay

Whispers one tone to win me from that height.

All is of Heaven ! Yet wherefore to mine eye

Qush the vain tears unbidden from their source,

Even while the waves of that strong harmony

EoU with my spirit on their sounding course 1

Wherefore must rapture its full heart reveal

Thus by the burst of sorrow's token shower !

—Oh ! is it not, that humbly we may feel

Our nature's limit in its proudest hour ?

[The mention of Neukomm's magnificent organ-playing

brings to remembrance one great enjoyment of Mrs Hemans's

residence in Dublin—the exquisite " Music of St Patrick's,"

of whicli she has recorded her impressions in the little poem
so entitled. Its effect is, indeed, such as, once heard, can

never be forgotten. If ever earthly music can be tatlsfying,

it must surely be such as this, bringing home to our bosoms

the solemn tieauty of our own holy liturgy, with all its precious

and endeared associations, in tones tliat make the heart swell

with ecstasy, and the eyes overflow with unbidden te<irs.

There was one anthem, frequently heard within those ancient

walls, which Mrs Remans used to speak of with peculiar

enthusiasm—that from the 3d Psalm—" Lord, how are tliey

increased tliat trouble me !" The consummate skill exhibited

in the adaptation of sound to sense in this noble composition

is, in truth, most admirable. Tlie symphony to the 5th

verse—** I laid me down and slept "—with its soft, dreamy

vibrations, gentle aa the hovering of an angel's wing—tlie

utter abandon^ the melting into slumber, implied by the half-

whispered words tliat came breathing as from a world of

spirits—almost ** steep the senses in forgetfulness," when a

sudden outbreak, .is it were, of life and light, bursts forth with

the glad announcement, " X awaked, for the Lord sustained

me ;" and then the old sombre arches ring with an almost

overpowering peal of triumph, bearing to Heaven's gate the

exulting chorus of the 6th and 8th verses.

—

Memoir^ p. 260-1.]

KEENE ; OR, LAMENT OF AN IRISH

MOTHER OVER HER SON.

[This lament is intended to imitate the peculiar style of the

Irish Keenes, many of which are distinguished by a wild and

deep pathos, and other characteristics analogous to those of

the national music]

Darkly the cloud of night comes rolling on

;

Darker is thy repose, my fair-hair'd son !

SUent and dark !

There is blood upon the threshold

Whence thy step went forth at mom
Like a dancer's in its fleetness,

my bright first-bom !

1 This, and the five following songs, have been set to music

of great merit, by J. Zeugheer Herrmann and H. F. Chorley,

At the glad sound of that footstep

My heart within me smiled ;
—

•

Thou wort brought me back all silent

On thy bier, my child !

Darkly the cloud of night comes rolling on

;

Darker is thy repose, my fair-hair'd son !

Silent and dark !

I thought to see thy children

Laugh on me with thine eyes ;

But my sorrow's voice is lonely

Where my life's flower lies.

I shall go to sit beside thee.

Thy kindred's graves among ;

I shall hear the tall grass whisper

—

I shaU not hear it long.

Darkly the cloud of night comes rolling on

;

Darker is thy repose, my fair-hair'd son !

SUent and dark

!

And I, too, shall find slumber

With my lost one in the earth ;

—

Let none light up the ashes

Again on our hearth !

Let the roof go down !— let silence

On the home for ever fall.

Where my boy lay cold, and heard not

His lone mother's caU !

Darkly the cloud of night comes rolling on ;

Darker is thy repose, my fair-hair'd son !

Silent and dark !

FAR AWAY.'

Fab away !—my home is far away.

Where the blue sea laves a moimtain-shore
;

In the woods I hear my brothers play.

Midst the flowers my sister sings once more,

Far away !

Far away !—my dreams are far away.

When at midnight stars and shadows reign

:

" GJentle child I " my mother seems to say,

" Follow me where home shall smile again,

Far away !"

Esq., and are published in a set by Mr Power, who has given

permission for the appearance of the words in this volume.
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Bounding on, with sunny Innds before him,

All the wealth of glowing life outspread,

Ero the shadow of a cloud comes o'er him,

By that strain the youth in joy is led :

Come away !

Slowly, sadly, heavy change is falling

O'er the sweetness of the voice within

;

Yet its tones, on restless manhood calling,

Urge the hunter still to chase, to win

:

Come away !

Come away !—the heart at last foi-saken.

Smile by smile, hath proved each hope untrue

;

Yet a breath can still those words awaken,

Though to other shores far hence they woo :

Come away !

In the light leaves, in the reed's faint sighing,

In the low, sweet sounds of early spring.

Still their music wandoi-s^till the dying

Hears them pass, as on a spirit's wing :

Come away

!

FAIR HELEN OF KIRKCONNEL.

['* Fair Helen of Kirkconnel,*' as s!ie is called in the Scot-

tish Minstrelsy, tlirowinj^ herseif between lier betrothed lover

and a rival by wlioni liis life was assiiiled, received a mortal

wound, and died in the arms of the former.]

Hold me upon thy faithful heart.

Keep back my flitting breath

;

'Tis early, early to depart.

Beloved !—yet this is death !

Look on me still—let that kind eye

Be the last light I see !

Oh ! sad it is in spring to die,

But yet I die for thee !

For thee, my own !—thy stately head

Was never thus to bow :

Give tears when with me love hath fled.

True love, thou know'st it now !

Oh, the free streams look'd bright, where'er

We in our gladness roved

;

And the blue skies were very fair,

friend 1 because wo loved.

Farewell !—I bless thee—live thou on

When this young heart is low

!

Surely my blood thy life hath won—
Clasp me once more—I go !

MUSIC FROM SHORE.

A SOUND comes on the rising breeze,

A sweet and lovely sound

!

Piercing the tumtilt of the seas

That vrildly dash around.

From land, from simny land it comes.

From hills with murmuring trees.

From paths by still and happy homes

—

That sweet soimd on the breeze.

AVhy should its faint and passing sigh

Thus bid my quick pulse leap 1

No part in earth's glad melody

Is mine upon the deep.

Yet blessing, blessing on the spot

Whence those rich breathings flow !

Kind hearts, although they know me not.

Like mine there beat and glow.

And blessing, from the bark that roams

O'er solitary seas,

To those that far in happy homes

Give sweet sounds to the breeze !

LOOK ON ME WITH THY CLOUDLESS

EYES.

Look on me with thy cloudless eyes.

Truth in their dark transparence lies

;

Their sweetness gives me back the tears

And the free trust of early years.

My gentle child I

The spirit of my infant prayer

Shines in the depths of quiet there

;

And home and love once more are mine.

Found in that dewy calm divine.

My gentle child 1

Oh ! heaven is with thee in thy dreams.

Its light by day around thee gleams

—

Thy smile bath gifts from vernal skies

:

Look on me with thy cloudless eyes.

My gentle child I
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Bright elves of the wild-wood !

Oh 1 return, return I

Round the forest-fountain,

On the river-shore.

Let your silvery laughter

Echo yet once more

;

While the joyous bounding

Of your dewy feet

Rings to that old chorus

—

" The daisy ia so sweet !"'

Oberon ! Titania

!

Did your starlight mirth

With the song of Avon
Quit this work-day earth %

Yet, while green leaves gUsten,

And while bright stars bum,
By that magic memorj'.

Oh ! return, return !

THE ROCK BESIDE THE SEA.

Oh I tell me not the woods are fair

Now Spring is on her way !

Well, well I know how brightly there

In joy the young leaves play
;

How sweet on winds of mom or eve

The violet's breath may be j

—

Yet ask me, woo me not to leave

My lone rock by the sea.

The wild wave's thunder on the shore,

The curlew's restless cries.

Unto my watching heart are more
Than all earth's melodies.

Come back, my ocean rover ! come !

There's but one place for me,

TUI I can greet thy swift sail home-
My lone rock by the sea !

YE VOICES GONE

!

ye voices gone !

Sounds of other years !

Hush that haunting tone.

Melt me not to tears !

All around forget.

All who loved you well

;

Yet, sweet voices ! yet

O'er my soul ye swell.

' See tlie fairies' ctiorus in Cliaucer's " Flower and tlie Leaf.

"

With the winds of spring.

With the breath of flowers.

Floating back, ye bring

Thoughts of vanish'd hours.

Hence your music take,

ye voices gone !

This lonely heart ye make
But more deeply lone.

BY A MOUNTAIN-STREAM AT REST.

By a mountain-stream at rest,

We found the warrior lying,

And around his noble breast

A banner clasp'd in dying

:

Dark and still

Was every hill.

And the winds of night were sighing.

Last of his noble race.

To a lonely bed we bore him—
'Twas a green, still, solemn place.

Where the mountain-heath waves o'er him

:

Woods alone

Seem to moan,

Wild streams to deplore him.

Yet, from festive hall and lay

Our sad thoughts oft are flying

To those dark hills far away.

Where in death we found him lying
;

On his breast

A banner press'd,

And the night-wind o'er him sighing.

IS THERE SOME SPIRIT SIGHING 1

Is there some Spirit sighing

With sorrow in the airl

Can weary hearts be dying.

Vain love repming there ?

If not, then how can that wild wail,

sad .lEoUan lyre !

Be drawn forth by the wandering gale

From thy deep thrilling wire?

No, no !—thou dost not borrow

That sadness from the wind.

Nor are those tones of sorrow

In thee, harp ! enshrined

;
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But in our own hearts deeply set

Lies the true quivering lyre,

Whence love, and memory, and regret

Wake answers ft-om thy wire.

THE NAME OP ENGLAND.

The trumpet of the battle

Hath a high and thrilling tone

;

And the first, deep gim of an oceanJfight

Dread music all its own.

But a mightier power, my England I

Is in that name of thine.

To strike the fire from every heart

Along the banner'd line.

Proudly it woke the spirits

Of yore, the bravo and true.

When the bow was bent on Cressy's field,

And the yeoman's arrow flew.

And proudly hath it floated

Through the battles of the sea, [play'd

When the red-cross flag o'er smoke-wreaths

Like the lightning in its glee.

On rock, on wave, on bastion.

Its echoes have been known

;

By a thousand streams the hearts lie low

That have answer'd to its tone.

A thousand ancient mountains

Its pealing note hath stirr'd,^

Sound on, and on, for evermore,

thou victorious word I

OLD NORWAY.

A MOUHTAHI WAE-SONO.

[" To a NorweRten, the words Oaml^ Norgi (Old Norway)

have a spell in them immediate and powerful ; they cannot

be resisted. Gaml^ Korgi is heard, in an instant, repeated

by every voice ; the glasses are filled, raised, and drained

—

not a drop is left ; and then bursts forth the simultaneous

chorus ' For Hionji I ' the national son« of Norway. Here,

(at Cliristiansand,) and in a hundred other instances in

Norway, I have seen the character of a company entirely

changed by tlie chance introduction of the expression OamU
Korgi. The gravest discussion is instantly Interrupted ; and

one might suppose for the moment that the party was a party

of patriots, assembled to conimeniomte some national anni>

versary of freedom."

—

Dkrwknt Co.vwav's Pergonal Kay-
rativt ofa Jourwy Otrow/h NorvMy and Sioedt.'n.

The following words have been published, as arranged to the

spirited national air of Norway, by Ciiarles Graves, Esq.]

Arise ! Old Norway sends the word

Of battle on the blast

;

Her voice the forest pines hath stirr'd.

As if a storm went past

;

Her thousand hills the call have heard,

And forth their fire-flags cast.

Arm, arm, free hunters I for the chase,

The kingly chase of foes !

'Tis not the bear or wild wolTs race

Whose trampling shakes the snows

:

Arm, arm I 'tis on a nobler trace

The northern spearman goes.

Our hills have dark and strong defiles,

With many an icy bed
;

Heap there the rocks for funeral piles

Above the invader's head !

Or let the seas, that guard our isles,

Give burial to his dead I

COME TO ME, GENTLE SLEEP I

['* Mrs Hemans writes for all tastes and for all ages, as

well as for all nations, and therefore she may do well to write

in all sorts of style and manner. And, at all events, she who
pleases others so well, may be allowed at times to please her-

self. Such strains as the following might soothe the ear of

Kliadamanthus, and charm Cerberus to slumber."

—

Eclectic

Itemcw, 1834.]

Come to me, gentle Sleep !

I pine, I pine for thee

;

Come with thy spells, the soft, the deep.

And set my spirit free !

Each lonely, burning thought

In twilight languor steep

—

Come to the full heart, long o'erwrought,

gentle, gentle Sleep !

Come with thine urn of dew.

Sleep, gentle Sleep I yet bring

No voice, love's yearning to renew.

No vision on thy wing !

Come, as to folding flowers.

To birds in forests deep

—

Long, dark, and dreamless bo thine hours,

gentle, gentle Sleep !
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SCENES AND HYMNS OF LIFE,

WILLIAM WORDSWORTH, ESQ.,

IN TOKEN OF DEEP RESPECT FOB HIS CHARACTER, AND FERVENT GRATTTUDB

FOR MORAL AND INTELLECTUAL BENEFIT DERIVED FROM REVERENTIAL COMMUNION WITH THE SPIRIT

OF HIS POETRY, THIS VOLUME IS AFFECTIONATELY INSCRIBED BY

FELICIA HEMANS.i

Preface.—I trust I shall not be accused of presumption for the endeavour which I have here made to enlarge, in

some degree, the sphere of religious poetry, by associating with its tliemes more of tlie emotions, the affections, and even the

purer imaginative enjoyments of daily life, tlian may have been hitherto admitted within tlie hallowed circle.

It has been my wish to portray tlie religious spirit, not alone in its meditative joys and solitary aspirations, (the poetic

embodying of which seems to require from the reader a state of mind already separated and exalted,) but likewise in those

active influences upon human hfe, so often called into victorious energy by trial and conflict, though too often also, like the

upward-striving flame of a mountain watch-fire, borne down by tempest-showers, or swayed by the current of opposing winds.

I have sought to represent that spirit as penetrating the gloom of the prison and the deathbed, bearing " healing on its

wings " to the agony of parting iove—strengthening the heart of the wayfarer for " perils in the wilderness "—gladdening the

domestic walk through field and woodland—and springing to life in the soul of childhood, along with its earliest rejoicing per-

ceptions of natural beauty.

Circumstances not altogether under my own control have, for the present, interfered to prevent the fuller develop-

ment of a plan which I yet hope more worthily to mature ; and I lay this little volume before the public with that deep

sense of deficiency which cannot be more impressively taught to human powers than by their reverential appUcation to

things divine.

—

Felicia Hemans. 1834.

THE ENGLISH MARTYRS;

A SCENE OF THE DAYS OF QUEEN MARY.

" Thy &ce

Is all at once spread over with a calm

More beautiful than sleep, or mirth, orjoy

!

I am no more disconsolate." Wii.«ne.

Scene L—A PrUon,

Edith aloiit,

Edith. Mom once again ! Mom in the lone, dim

The cavern of the prisoner's fever-dream ;
[cell,

[1 The long-contemplated collection of Seems and Hymns

of Life was published soon after the two little volumes above

alluded to. In her original dedication of this work to Mr
Wordsworth, Mrs Ilemans had given free scope to the ex-

pression of her sentiments, not only of veneration for the

poet, but of deep and grateful regard for the friend. From

a fear, however, that delicacy on Mr "Wordsworth's part

might prevent his wishing to receive, in a public form, a

testimonial of so much private feeling from a living individual,

the intended letter was suppressed, and its substantial ideas

conveyed in the brief inscription which was finally prefixed

to the volume. It is now hoped that nil such objections to

its publication have vanished, and that the revered friend to

whom it was addressed will receive it as the heart-tribute of

And mom on all the green, rejoicing hills.

And the bright waters round the prisoner's home,

Fai*, far away ! Now wakes the early bird,

That in the lime's transparent foliage sings,

Close to my cottage-lattice—he awakes.

To stir the young leaves with his gushing soul.

And to call forth lich answers of delight

From voices buried in a thousand trees

Through the dim, starry hours. Now doth the lake

Darken and flash in rapid interchange

Unto the matin breeze ; and the blue mist

Rolls, like a furling banner, from the brows

Of the forth-gleaming hills and woods that rise

one to whom flattery was unknown—as coDBecrated by the

solemn truth of a voice from the grave.

Intended Dedication qfthe *' Scenesand Hymns QfLife"

to William WordsworOi, Esq.

** My dear Sir,

"I earnestly wish that the little volume here in-

scribed to you, in token of affectionate veneration, were per-

vaded by more numerous traces of those strengthening and

elevating influences which breathe from all your poetry*

a

power to virtue friendly.' I wish, too, that such a token

could more adequately convey my deep sense of gratitude for

moral and intellectual benefit long derived from the study of
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As if new-bom. Bright world I and I am here !

And thou, thou ! the awakoningthought ofwhom
Was more than dayspring, dearer than the sun,

Herbert ! the very glance of whose clear eye

Made my Boul melt away to one pure fount

Of living, bounding gladness !—where art thou ?

My friend ! my only and my blessed love !

Herbert, my soul's companion !

Gomez, a Spanish Priest, enters.

Goni. Daughter, hail

!

I bring thee tidings.

Kd. Heaven will aid my soul

Calmly to meet whate'er thy lips announce.

Gom. Nay, lift a song of thanksgiving to heaven.

And bow thy knee down for deliverance won !

Hast thou not pray'd for life? andwouldst thou not

Once more be free !

Sd. Have I not pray'd for life ?

I, that am so beloved ! that love again [know'st

With such a heart of tendrils 1 Heaven ! thou

The gushings of my prayer ! And would I not

Once more be free ! I that have been a child

Of breezy hills, a playmate of the fawn

In ancient woodlands from mine infancy !

A watcher of the clouds and of the stars.

Beneath the adoring silence of the night

;

And a glad wanderer with the happy streams.

Whoso laughter fills the mountains ! Oh ! to hear

Their blessed sounds again !

Gom. Rejoice, rejoice !

Our queen hath pity, maiden I on thy youth

;

She wills not thou shouldst perish. I am come
To loose thy bonds.

Ed. And shall I see his face.

And shall I listen to his voice again,

And lay my head upon his faithful breast,

Weeping there in my gladness 1 Will this be 1

Blessings upon thee, father ! my quick heart

Hath deem'd thee stem—say, wilt thou not forgive

The wayward child, too long in simshine rear'd

—

that poetry—for the penietiul fountains of ' aerioiu laith and
inward glee * which I liave never failed to discover amidst its

pure and lofty regions—for the fresh preen places of refuge

which it has offered me in many an liour, when

*Thefy«tnilttlr

nnprofltabI«, and the fever of the world

Hare Iwng upon tlM tieatinga ofmy lieart ;'

and when I liave found in your thoughts and images such

relief as tlie vision of your * Sylvan Wye ' may, at similar

times, have afforded to yourself.

" May I he permitted, on the present occasion, to record

my unfading recollections of enjoyment from your society—

of delight in liaving heard fh>m jrour own lipa, and amidst

Too long unused to chastening 1 Wilt thou noti

But Herbert, Herbert ! Oh, my soul hath rush'd

On a swift gust of sudden joy away,

Forgetting all beside ! Speak, father I speak !

Herbert—is he, too, free

!

Gom. His freedom lies

In his own choice— a boon like thine.

£d. Thy words

Fall changed and cold upon my boding heart.

Leave not this dim suspense o'ershadowing me ;

Let all be told.

Gom. The monarchs of the earth

Shower not their mighty gifts without a claim

Unto some token of true vassalage,

Some mark of homage.

Ed. Oh ! unlike to Ilim

Who freely pours the joy of sunshine forth.

Andthe briglit, quickening rain, on those who serve

And those who heed Him not

!

Gom. (laying a paper before her.) Is it so much

That thine own hand should set the crowning seal

To thy deliverance 1 Look, thy task is here !

Sign but these words for liberty and life.

Ed. {examining and then throwing it from her.)

Signbutthese words! and wherefore saidst thou not
—"Be but a traitor to God's light within 1"

Cruel, oh cruel ! thy dark sport hath been

With a young bosom's hope ! Farewell, glad life !

Bright opening path to love and home, farewell

!

And thou—now leave me with my God alone !

Gom. Dost thou reject heaven's mercy?

Ed. Heaven's ! doth heaven

Woo the free spirit for dishonour'd breath

To sell its birthright!—doth heaven set a price

On the clear jewel of unsullied faith.

And the bright calm of conscience 1 Priest, away

!

God hath been with me midst the holiness

Of England's mountains. Not in sport alone [up

I trod their heath-flowers ; but high thoughts rose

From the broad shadow of the enduring rocks.

And wander'd with me into solemn glens,

your own lovelymountain-land, many of those compositions,

the remembrance of which will ever spread over its hills and

waters a softer colouring of spiritual beauty ? Let me also

express to you, as to a dear and most honoured friend, my
fervent wishes for your long enjoyment of a widely-extended

influence, which cannot but he blessed—of a domestic life,

encircling you with yet nearer and deeper sources of happi-

ness ; and of those eternal hopes, on whose foundation you

have built, as a Christian poet, tlie noble structure of your

works.

*' I rely upon your kindness, my dear Sir, for an indulgent

reception of my offering, however lowly, since you will feel

assured of the sincerity with which it is presented by your

ever grateful and atfectionate Fklicia Hkhans."]
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Where my soul felt the beauty of His word.

I have heard voices of immortal truth,

Blent with the everlasting torrent-sounds

That make the deep hills tremble.—Shall I quail!

Shall England's daughter sink! No! Hewho there

Spoke to my heart in silence and in storm.

Will not forsake His child !

Gom. {turning from her.) Then perish 1 lost

In thine own blindness I

Ed. {suddenly Arowing herself at hwfeet.)

Father ! hear me yet 1

Oh ! if the kindly touch of human love

Hath ever warm'd thy breast—

—

Gom. Away—away I

I know not love.

Ed. Yet hear ! if thou hast known

The tender sweetness of a mother's voice

—

If the true vigil of affection's eye

Hathwatch'd thy childhood—iffond tears have e'er

Been shower'd upon thy head—if parting words

E'er pierced thy spirit with their tenderness-

Let me but look upon Ais face once more.

Let me but say—Farewell, my soul's beloved !

And I will bless thee still !

Gom. {aside.) Her soul may yield,

Beholding him in fetters ; woman's faith

Will bend to woman's love.

Thy prayer is heard

;

Follow, and I vrill guide thee to his cell.

Ed. stormy hour of agony and joy !

But I shall see him—I shall hear his voice !

[27iey go out.

Scene II.—Another part of the Prison.

Herbert, Edith.

Ed. Herbert ! my Herbert ! is it thus we meet!

Her. The voice ofmy own Edith ! Can suchjoy

Light up this place of death 1 And do I feel

Thy breath of love once more upon my cheek.

And the soft floating of thy gleamy hair.

My blessed Edith ! Oh, so pale ! so changed !

My flower,my blighted flower ! thou that wertmade

For the kind fostering of sweet, summer airs.

How hath the storm been with thee ! Lay thy head

On this true breast again, my gentle one !

And tell me all.

Ed. Yes ! take me to thy h(3art.

For I am weary, weary ! Oh ! that heart !

The kind, the brave, the tender !—how my soul

Hath slcken'd in vain yearnings for the balm

Of rest on that warm heart !—full, deep repose !

One draught of dewy stillness after storm !

And Qod hath pitied me, and I am here

—

Yet once before I die.

Her. They cannot slay

One young, and meek, and beautiful as thou.

My broken lily ! Surely the long days

Of the dark cell have been enough for thee I

Oh ! thou shalt live, and raise thy gracious head

Yet in calm sunshine.

Ed. Herbert ! I have cast

The snare of proferr'd mercy from my soul,

This very hour. God to the weak hath given

Victory o'er hfe and death. The tempter's price

Hath been rejected—Herbert, I must die.

Her. Edith ! Edith ! \, that led thee first

From the old path wherein thy fathers trod

—

I, that received it as an angel's task,

To pour the fresh light on thine ardent soul,

WTiich drank it as a sunflower—/ have been

Thy guide to death.

Ed. To heaven ! my guide to heaven.

My noble and my blessed ! Oh ! look up.

Be strong, rejoice, my Herbert ! But for thee,

How could my spirit have sprung up to God
Through the dark cloud which o'er its vision hung.

The night of fear and error !—thy dear hand

First raised that veil,and show'd the gloi'ious world

My heritage beyond. Friend ! love, and friend I

It was as if thou gavest me mine own soul

In those bright days ! Yes! a new earth and heaven.

And a new sense for all their splendours bom—

-

These were thy gifts ; and shall I not rejoice

To die, upholding their immortal worth.

Even for thy sake ! Yes ! fill'd with nobler life

By thy pure love, made holy to the truth,

Lay me upon the altar of thy God,

The first fmits of thy ministry below

—

Tliy work, thine own !

Her. My love, my sainted love !

Oh ! I can almost yield thee unto heaven ;

Earth would but sully thee ! Thou must depart.

With the rich crown of thy celestial gifts

Untainted by a breath. And yet, alas !

Edith ! what dreams of holy happiness, [home.

Even for this world, were ours !—the low sweet

The pastoral dwelling, with its i^ded porch.

And lattice gleaming through theleaves—and thou

My life's companion ! Thou, beside my hearth.

Sitting with thy meek eyes, or gi-eeting me
Back from brief absence with thy bounding step,

In the green meadow-path, or by my side

ICneeling—thy calm uplifted face to mine,

In the sweet hush of prayer! And now—oh, now!^
How have we loved—how fervently ! how long I

And this to be the close I
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Ed. Oh I bear me up

Against the unutterable tenderness

Of earthly love, my God !—in the sick hour

Of dying human hope, forsake me not

!

Herbert,my Herbert 1 even from thatsweethome

Where it had been too much of Paradise [hand

To dwell with thee—even thence the oppressor's

Might soon have torn us ; or the touch of death

Might one day there have left a widow'd heart.

Pining alone. We will go hence, beloved !

To the bright country where the wicked cease

From troubling, where the spoiler hath no sway;

Where no harsh voice of worldliness disturbs

The Sabbath-peace of love. We will go hence,

Together with our wedded souls, to heaven :

No solitary lingering, no cold void.

No dying of the heart I Our lives have been

Lovely through faithful love, and in our deaths

We will not bo divided.

Jfer. Oh ! the peace

Of Ood is lying ftu- within thine eyes.

Far underneath the mist of human tears

liighting those blue, still depths, and sinkingthence

On my worn heart. Now am I girt with strength.

Now I can bless thee, my tme bride for heaven !

£d. And let me bless (Ace, Herbert !—in this hour

Let my soul bless thee with prevailing might

!

Oh ! thou hast loved me nobly ! thou didst take

An orphan to thy heart—a thing unprized

And desolate ; and thou didst guard her there.

That lone and lowly creatm'e, as a pearl

Of richest price ; and thou didst fill her soul

With the high gifts of an immoi"tal wealth.

I bless, I bless thee ! Never did thine eye

Look on me but in glistening tenderness.

My gentle Herbert ! Never did thy voice

But in affection's deepest music speak

To thy poor Edith ! Never was thy heart

Aught but the kindliest sheltering home to mine.

My faithful, generous Herbert ! Woman's peace

Ne'er on a breast so tender and so true

Reposed before. Alas ! thy showering tears

Fall fast upon my cheek—forgive, forgive

!

I should not melt thy noble strength away

In such an hour.

Jler. Sweet Edith, no ! my heart

Will fail no more. God bears me up through thee,

And by thy words, and by thy heavenly light

Shining around thee, through thy very tears.

Will yet sustain mo ! Let us call on Him !

Let us kneel down, as we have knelt so oft.

Thy pure cheek touching mine, and call on Him,

Th' all-pitying One, to aid.

[Tliey hieel.

Oh, look on us,

Father above !—in tender mercy look [cloud

On us, thy children !—through th' o'ershadowing

Of sorrow and mortality, send aid

—

Save, or we perish ! We would pour our lives

Forth as a joyous offering to thy truth
;

But wo are weak—we, the braised reeds of earth,

Are sway'd by every gust. Forgive, God !

The blindness of our passionate desires.

The fainting of our hearts, the lingering thoughts

Which cleave to dust ! Forgive the strife ; accept

The sacrifice, though dim with mortal tears,

From mortal pangs wnmg forth ! And if our souls.

In all the fervent dreams, the fond excess.

Of their long-clasping love, have wander'd not,

Holiest ! from thee—oh ! take them to thyself.

After the fiery trial—take them home

To dwell, in that imperishable bond

Before theelink'd, for ever. Hear!—thro' Him
Who meekly drank the cup of agony.

Who pass'd through death to victory, hearandsave!

Pity us. Father ! we are girt with snares :

Father in Heaven I we have no help but thee.

[Hiey me.

Is thy soul strengthen 'd, my beloved onej

Edith ! couldst thou lift up thy sweet voice.

And sing me that old solemn-breathing hymn
We loved in happier days—the strain which tells

Of the dread conflict in the olive shade i

Edith nnga.

He knelt, the Saviour knelt and pray'd.

When but his Father's eye

Look'd through the lonely garden's shade

On that dread agony

;

The Lord of all above, beneath,

Was bow'd with sorrow unto death.

The sun set in a fearful hour.

The stars might well grow dim,

When this mortality had power

So to o'ershiidow Him !

That He who gave man's breath, might know
The very depths of human woe.

Ho proved them all !—the doubt, the strife,

The fault perplexing dread,

The mists that hang o'er parting life,

All gather'd round his head

;

And the Deliverer knelt to pray-—

Yet pass'd it not, that cup, away

!

It pass'd not—though the stormy wave

Had sunk beneath his tread

;
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i It paas'd not—though to Him the grave

Had j-ielded up its dead.

But there was sent him from on High

A gift of strength for man to die.

And was the Sinless thus beset

With anguish and dismay t

How may we meet our conflict yet,

In the dark, narrow way ?

ThroughHim—through Him that pathwho trod.

—Save, or we perish. Son of God

!

Hark, hark ! the parting signal.

[Prison attendants enter.

Fare thee well

!

thou unutterably loved, farewell

!

Let our hearts bow to God

!

Ser. One last embrace—

•

On earth the last ! Wo have eternity

For love's communion yet ! Farewell !—farewell

!

[She is led out.

'Tis o'er I—the bitterness of death is past

!

FLOWERS AND MUSIC IN A ROOM OF

SICKNESS.

" Once when I look'd along the laughing earth.

Up the blue heavens an<l throuf^h the middle air.

Joyfully ringing with the skylark's song,

I wept ! and thought how sad for one bo young

To bid farewell to so much happiness.

But Christ hath call'd me from this lower world,

Delightful though it be." Wimon.

Apartment in an English country-house.— Lilian

reclining, as sleeping on a couch. Her mother

watching beside her. Her sister enters with

flowers.

Mother. Hush ! lightly tread ! Still tranquilly

she sleeps.

As when a babe I rock'd her on my heart.

I've watch'd, suspending e'en my breath, in fear

To break the heavenly spell. Move silently

!

And oh ! those flowers ! Dear Jessy ! bear them

hence

—

Dost thou forget the pa.ssion of quick tears

That shook her trembling frame, when last we

brought

The roses to her couch 1 Dost thou not know

What sudden longings for the woods and hills.

Where once her free steps moved so buoyantly,

Theseleavesandodours\vithstrange influence wake

In her fast-kindled soul 1

Jessy. Oh ! she would pine,

Were the wild scents and glowing hues withheld.

Mother ! far more than now her spirit yearns

For the blue sky, the singing birds and brooks,

Andswell ofbreathingturf,whoselightsome spring

Their blooms recall.

Lilian, {raising herself.) Is that my Jessy's voice?

It woke me not, sweet mother ! I had lain

Silently, visited by waking dreams,

Yet conscious of thy brooding watchfulness,

Long ere I heard the sound. Hath she brought

flowers ?

Nay, fear not now thy fond child's waywardness.

My thoughtful mother !—in her cha.sten'd soul

The passion-colour'd images of life.

Which, with their sudden, startling flush, awoke

So oft those burning tears, have died away

;

And night is there—still, solemn, holy night

!

With all her stars, and with the gentle tune

Of many fountains, low and musical.

By day unheard.

Mother. And wherefore night, my child

!

Thou art a creature all of life and dawn,

And from thy couch of sickness yet shalt rise.

And walk forth with the dayspring.

Lilian. Hope it not

!

Dream it no more, my mother !—there are things

Known but to God, and to the parting soul,

Which feels His thrilling summons.

But my words

Too much o'ershadow those kind, loving eyes.

Bring me thy flowers, dear Jessy ! Ah ! thy step.

Well do I see, hath not alone explored

The garden bowers, but freely visited

Our wilder haunts. This foam-like meadow-sweet

Is from the cool, green, shadowy river-nook.

Where the stream chimes around th' old mossy

stones

Withsounds like childhood'slaughter. Is that spot

Lovely as when our glad eyes hail'd it first ?

Still doth the golden willow bend, and sweep

The clear brown wave with every passing wind ?

And through the shallower waters, where they lie

Dimpling in light, do the vein'd pebbles gleam

Like bedded gems ? And the white butterflies.

From shade to sun-streak are they glancing still

Among the poplar-boughs ?

Jessy. All, all is there [bring

;

Which glad midsummer's wealthiest hours can

All, save the soul of all, thy lightning-smile

!

Therefore I stood in sadness midst the leaves,

And caught an under-music of lament

In the stream's voice. But Nature waits thee still.

And for thy coming piles a fairy throne

Of richest moss.
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Zilian. Alas ! it may not bo

!

My soul hath sent her farewell voicolessly

To all these blessed haunts of song and thought

;

Yet not the less I love to look on these,

Their dear memorials,—strew them o'ermy couch

Till it grow like a forest-bank in spring,

All flush'd with violets and anemones.

Ah ! the pale brier-rose ! touoh'd so tenderly.

As a piu'o ocean-shell, with faintest red.

Melting away to pearliness ! I know

How its long, light festoons o'erarching hung

From the gray rock that rises altar-like,

With its high, waving crown of mountain-ash.

Midst the lone grassy dell. And this rich bough

Of honey'd woodbine tells me of the oak.

Whose deep, midsummer gloom sleeps heavily,

Shedding a verdurous twilight o'er the face

Of the glade's pool. Methinks I see it now

;

I look up through the stirring of its leaves

Unto the intense blue, crystal firmament.

The ringdove's wing is flitting o'er my head.

Casting at times a silvery shadow down
Midst the large water-lilies. Beautiful

!

How beautiful is all this fair, free world

Under God's open sky

!

Mother. Thou art o'erwrought

Once more, my child ! The dewy, trembling light

Presaging tears, again is in thino eye.

Oh, hush, dear Lilian ! turn thee to repose.

Lilian. Mother! I cannot. In my soul the

thoughts

Bum with too subtle and too swift a fire

;

Importunately to my lips they throng.

And with their earthly kindred seek to blend

Ere the veil drop between. When I am gone

—

(For I inuat go)—then the remcmber'd words

Wherein these wild imaginings flow forth.

Will to thy fond heart bo as amulets

Held therewith life and love. And weep not thus,

Mother ! dear sister I—kindest, gentlest ones

!

Be comforted that now / weep no more

For the glad earth and all the golden light

Whence I depart.

No ! God hath purified my spirit's eye,

And in the folds of this consummate rose

I road bright prophecies. I sec not there.

Dimly and mournfully, the word "fareicell"

On the rich petals traced. No—in soft veins

And charactci's of beauty, I can read

—

" Look vp, look heavenward .'"

Blessed God of Love !

I thank Thee for these gifts, the precious links

Whereby my spirit unto Thee is drawn

!

I tliank Thee that the loveliness of earth

Higher than eai'th can raise me ! Arc not these

But germs of things unperishing, that bloom

Beside th' immortal streams ! Shall I not find

The lily of the field, the Saviour's flower,

In the serene and never-moaning air.

And the clear starry light of angel eyes,

A thousandfold more glorious ? Richer far

Will not the violet's dusky purple glow.

When it hath ne'er been press'd to broken hearts,

A record of lost love

]

Mother. My Lilian ! thou

Surely in thy bright life hast little known

Of lost things or of changed

!

Lilian. Oh ! little yet.

For thou hast been my shield ! But had it been

My lot on this world's billows to be thrown

Without thy love, mother ! there are hearts

So perilously fashion'd, that for them

God's touch alone hath gentleness enough

To waken, and not break, their thrilling strings !^

We will not speak of this

!

By what strange spell

Is it, that ever, when I gaze on flowers,

I dream of music ? Something in their hues.

All melting into colour'd harmonies.

Wafts a swift thought of iutcnvoven chords.

Of blended singing-tones, that swell and die

In tendorest falls away. Oh, bring thy hai-p,

Sister ! A gentle heaviness at last

Hath touch'd mine eyehds : sing to me, and sleep

Will come again. [peasant's lay,

Jessy. What wouldst thou hear?—the Itahan

Which makes the desolate Campagna ring

With " Roma I Roma!" or the madrigal

Warbled on moonlight seM of Sicily

!

Or the old ditty left by troubadours

To girls of Languedoc

!

Lilian. Oh, no ! not these. [known

Jessy. AVhat then ?—the Moorish melody still

Within the Alhambra city? or those notes

Born of the Alps, which pierce the exile's heart

Even unto death ?

Lilian. No, sister ! nor yet these

—

Too much of dreamy love, of faint regret.

Of passionately fond remembrance, breathes

In the caressing sweetness of their tones.

For one who dies. They would but woo me back

To glowing life with those Arcadian sounds

—

And vainly, vainly. No ! a loftier strain,

A deeper music !—something that may bear

The spirit upon slow yet mighty wings,

Unsway'd by gusts of earth ; something all fiU'd

With solemn adoration, teai-ful prayer.

Sing mc that antique strain which once I deem'd
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High o'er the banuere and the crests of earth,

Fix'd in its meek and still supremacy 1

And !o ! the throng of beating human hearts,

With all their secret scrolls of buried grief.

All their full treasures of immortal hope,

Qather'd before their God ! Hark ! how the flood

Of the rich organ-harmony bears up

Their voice on its high waves !—a mighty burst

!

A forest-sounding music I Every tone [wings

Which the blasts call forth with their harping

From gulfs of tossing foliage, there is blent

:

And the old minster—forest-like itself

—

With its long avenues of pillar'd shade,

Seems quivering all with spirit, as that strain

O'erflows its dim recesses, leaving not

One tomb unthrill'd by the strong sympathy

Answering the electric notes. Join, join, my soul!

In thine own lowly, trembling consciousness,

And thine own soUtude, the glorious hymn.

Rise like an altar-fire !

In solemn joy aspire,

Deepening thy passion still, choral strain !

On thy strong rushing wind

Bear up from humankind

Thanks and implorings—bo they not in vain I

Father, which art on high !

Weak is the melody

Of harp or song to reach thine awfiil ear,

Unless the heart be there,

Winging the words of prayer

With its own fervent faith or suppUant fear.

Let, then, thy Spirit brood

Over the multitude

—

Be thou amidst them, thro' that heavenly Guest

!

So shall their cry have power

To win from thee a shower

Of healing gifts for every wounded breast.

What griefs that make no sign.

That ask no aid but thine.

Father of mercies ! here before thee swell

!

As to the open sky,

All their dark waters lie

To thee reveal'd, in each close bosom-cell.

The sorrow for the dead.

Mantling its lonely head

From the world's glare, Ls, in thy sight, set fi-ce
;

And the fond, aching love.

Thy minister to move
All the wrung spirit, softening it for thee.

And doth not thy dread eye

Behold the agony

In that most hidden chamber of the heart.

Where dai'kly sits remorse.

Beside the secret source

Of fearful visions, keeping watch apart i

Yes ! here before thy throne

Many—yet each alone—

•

To thee that ten-ible unveiling make :

And still, small whispers clear

Are startling many an ear.

As if a trumpet bade the dead awake.

How dreadful is this place I

The glory of thy face

Fills it too searchingly for mortal sight.

Where shall the guilty flee t

Over what far-off sea 1 [light t

What hills, what woods, may shroud him from that

Not to the cedar-shade

Let his vain flight be made

;

Nor the old mountains, uor the desert sea

;

What, but the Cross, can yield

The hope—the stay—the shield 1

Thence may the Atoner lead him up to thee !

Be thou, be thou his aid !

Oh, let thy love pervade

The haunted caves of self-accusing thought

!

There let the living stone

Be cleft—the seed be sown

—

The song of fountains from the silence brought

!

So shall thy breath once more
Within the soul restore

Thine own first image—Holiest and Most High !

As a clear lake is fill'd

With hues of heaven, instiU'd

Down to the depths of its calm purity.

And if, amidst the throng

Link'd by the ascending song, [soar;

There are whose thoughts in trembling rapture

Thanks, Father ! that the power

Of joy, man's early dower.

Thus, e'en midst tears, can fervently adore !

Thanks for each gift divine !

Eternal praise be thine.

Blessing and love, Thou that hearcst prayer!

Let the hymn pierce the sky.

And let the tombs reply I

For seed, that waits the harvest-time, is there.
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WOOD WALK AND HYMN.i

" Move along these shadet

Id gentleness of heart : with gentle hand
Touch— for there is a spirit in the woods."

—

Wormwobth .

Father—Child.

Child. There are the aspens, with their silvery

leaves

Trembling, for ever trembling ; though the lime

And chestnut boughs, and those longarchingsprays

Of eglantine, hang still, as if the wood
Were all one picture !

Father. Hast thou heard, my boy.

The peasant's legend of that quivering tree ?

Child. No, father : doth he say the fairies dance

Amidst the branches ?

Father. Oh ! a cause more deep,

More solemn far, the i-ustic doth assign

To the strange restlessness of those wan leaves

!

The cross he deems, the blessed cross, whereon

The meek Redeemer bow'd his head to death.

Was framed of aspen wood ; and since that hour.

Through all its race the pale tree hath sent down
A thrilling consciousness, a secret awe.

Making them tremulous, when not a breeze

Disturbs the airy thistle-down, or shakes

The light lines of the shining gossamer.

Child, (afterapame.) Dostthoubelieveit,£atherl

Father. Nay, my child,

We walk in clearer light. But yet, even now,

With something of a lingering love, I read

The characters, by that mysterious hour,

Stamp'd on the reverential soul of man
In visionary days ; and thence thrown back

On the fair forms of nature. Many a sign

Of the great sacrifice which won us heaven.

The woodman and the mountaineer can trace

On rock, on herb, and flower. And be it so !

They do not wisely that, with hurried hand.

Would pluck these salutary fancies forth

From their strong soil witliin the peasant's breast,

And scatter them—far, far too fast !—away

As worthless weeds. Oh ! little do we know

When they have soothed, when saved !

But come, dear boy !

My words grow tinged with thought too deep for

Come—let us search for violets. [thee.

Child. Know you not

* " It is not often we find the superstitions of dark and

ignorant ages dealt witli in so gentle and agreeable a manner

as by Mrs Hemans. Slie seizes, in common witli otliers, tlie

poetic aspect tliese present, but diffuses over tliem, at tlie

same time, a refinement of sentiment giitiiered entirely from

her own feelings. A subject which, from another pencil,

More of the legends which the woodmen tell

Amidst the trees and flowers 1

Father. Wilt thou know more 1

Bring then the folding leaf, with dark-brown stains.

There—by the mossy roots of yon old beech.

Midst the rich tuft of cowslips—see'st thou not ?

There is a spray of woodbine from the tree

Just bending o'er it with a wUd bee's weight.

Child. The Arum leaf]

Father. Yes. These deep inwrought marks,

The villager will tell thee, (and with voice

Lower'd in his true heart's reverent earnestness,)

Are the flower's portion from th' atoning blood

On Calvary shed. Beneath the cross it grew

;

And, in the vase-like hollow of its leaf.

Catching from that dread shower of agony

A few mysterious drops, transmitted thus

Unto the groves and hills, their scaling stains,

A heritage, for storm or vernal wind

Never to waft away !

And hast thou seen

The passion-flower ? It grows not in the woods.

But midst the bright things brought from other

climes. [purple streaks.

Child. What ! the pale star-shaped flower, with

And light green tendrils ?

Father. Thou hast mark'd it well.

Yes ! a pale, starry, dreamy-looking flower.

As from a land of spirits ! To mine eye

Those faint, wan petals—colourless, and yet

Not white, but shado\vy—with the mystic lines

(As letters of some wizard language gone)

Into their vapour-like transparence WTOught,

Bear something of a strange solemnity.

Awfully lovely !—and the Christian's thought

Loves, in their cloudy penciling, to find

Dread symbols of his Lord's last mortal pangs

Set by God's hand—the coronal of thorns

—

The cross, thewounds—with other meanings deep

Which I will teach thee when we meet again

That flower, the chosen for the martyr's wreath,

The Saviour's holy flower.

But let us pause :

Now have we reach'd the veiy inmost heart

Of the old wood. How the green shadows close

Into a rich, clear, summer darkness round,

A luxury of gloom ! Scarce doth one ray.

Even when a soft wind parts the foliage, steal

would have been disagreeable and offensive to us, is made by

her graceful touches to win upon our imagination. Witness

the poem called ' The Wood Walk and Hymn ;' we will

quote the commencement of it^
' There are the as|>ens with their silrery leaves." " etc.

Blackwood'/ Magazine. Dec. 1848.
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O'er the bronzed pillars of these deep arcades

;

Or if it dotli, 'tis with a raellow'd hue

Of glow-worm colour'd light.

Here, in the days

Of pagan visions, would have been a place [oaks

For worship of the wood-nymphs ! Through these

A small, fair gleaming temple might have thrown

The quivering image of its Dorian shafts

On the stream's bosom, or a sculptured form,

Dryad, or fountain-goddess of the gloom,

Have bow'd its head o'er that dark crjstal down.

Drooping with beauty, as a lily droops

Under bright rain. But we, my child, are here

With God, our God, a Spirit, who requires

Heart-worship, given in spirit and in ti-uth

;

And this high knowledge—deep, rich, vast enough

To fill and hallow all the solitude-

Makes consecrated earth where'er we move.

Without the aid of shrines.

What! dost thou feel

The solemn whispering influence of the scene

( )ppressing thy young heart, that thou dost draw

More closely to my side, and clasp my hand

Faster in thine 1 Nay, fear not, gentle child !

'Tis love, not fear, whose vernal breath pervades

The stillness round. Come, sit beside me here.

Where brooding violets mantle this green slope

With dark exuberance ; and beneath these plumes

Of wavy fcm, look where the cup-moss holds

In its pure, crimson goblets, fresh and bright.

The starry dews of morning, llest awhile.

And let me hear once more the woodland verse

I taught thee late
—

'twas made for such a scene.

Child spcals.

WOOD HYMN.

Broods there some spirit here 1

Tlie summer leaves hang silent as a cloud

;

And o'er the pools, all still and darkly clear.

The wild wood-hyacinth with awe seems bow'd;

And something of a tender cloistral gloom

Deepens the violet's bloom.

The very light that streams

Through the dim, dewy veil of foliage round

Comes tremulous with emerald-tinted gleams

—

As if it know the place were holy ground ;

And would not startle, with too bright a burst.

Flowers, all divinely nursed.

Wakes there some spirit here 1 [by

;

A swift wind, fraught with change, comes rushing

And leaves and waters, in its wild career.

Shed forth sweet voices—each a mystery

!

Surely some awful influence must pervade

These depths of trembling shade 1

Yes ! lightly, softly move !

There U a power, a presence in the woods

;

A viewless being that, with life and love.

Informs the reverential solitudes :

The rich air knows it, and the mossy sod

—

Thou

—

thou art here, my God !

And if with awe we tread

Tlie minster-floor, beneath the storied pane.

And, midst the mouldering banners of the dead,

Shall the green, voiceful wild seem less thy fane,

Where thou alone hast built?—where arch and roof

Are of thy living woof?

The silence and the sound.

In the lone places, breathe aUke of thee

;

The temple-twilight of the gloom profound.

The dew-cup of the frail anemone,

The reed by every wandering whisper thrill'd—

All, all with thee are fiU'd !

Oh ! purify mine eyes.

More and yet more, by love and lowly thought,

Thy presence, holiest One ! to recognise

In these majestic aisles which thou hast wrought

And, midst their sea-like murmurs, teach mine ear

Ever thy voice to hear !

And sanctify my heart

To meet the awful sweetness of that tone

With no faint thrill or self-accusing start.

But a deep joy the heavenly guest to own—
Joy, such as dwelt in Eden's glorious bowere

Ere sin had dimm'd the flowers.

Let me not know the change

O'er nature thrown by guilt !—the boding sky,

The hollow leaf-sounds ominous and strange.

The weight wherewith the dark tree-shadows lie!

Father ! oh ! keep my footsteps pure and free.

To walk the woods with thee !

PRAYER OP THE LONELY STUDENT.

** Soul of our voula ! and SAfeguord of the Korld !

SuttlLln—Tiioo onljr canit— the liok at heart ;

Restore their languid splHti, aiid recall

Their 1m( afActioni unto thee and thine."—WoaMwoar*.

Night—holy nigbt—the time

For mind's free breathings in a purer clime I
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Night !—when in happier hour the vrnveiling sky

Woke all my kindled soul

To meet its revelations, clear and high,

With the strong joy of immortality !

Now hath strange sadnesswrapp'd me, strange and

deep

—

And mythoughts faint, and shadows o'er them roll.

E'en when I deom'd them seraph-plumed, to sweep

Far beyond earth's control.

Wherefore is this 1 I see tl-.e stars returning.

Fire after fire in heaven's ricli temple burning

:

Fast shine they forth—my spirit-friends,myguides.

Bright rulers of my being's inmost tides

;

They shine—but faintly, through a quivering haze

;

Oh ! is the dimness nmie which clouds those i-ays?

They from whose glance my childhood drank

deUght

!

A joy unquestioning—a love intense

—

They that, unfolding to more thoughtful sight

The harmony of their magnificence.

Drew silently the worship of my youth

To the grave sweetness on the brow of tinith ;

Shall they shower blessing, with theirbeams divine,

Down to the watcher on the stormy sea.

And to the pilgrim toiling for his shrine

Through some wild pass of rocky Apennine,

And to the wanderer lone

On wastes of Afrio thrown,

And not to me ?

Am I a thing forsaken 1

And is the gladness taken

From the brightpinion'd nature which hath soar'd

Through realnis by royal eagle ne'er explored.

And, bathing there in streams of fioiy light.

Found strength to gaze upon the Infinite 1

And now an alien ! Wherefore must this be 1

How shall I rend the chain ?

How drink rich life again

From those pure urns of radiance, welling free 1

—Father of Spirits ! let me turn to thee !

Oh ! if too much exulting in her dower.

My soul, not yet to lowly thought subdued.

Hath stood without thee on her hill of power

—

A fearful and a dazzling solitude !

And therefore from that haughty summit's crown

To dim desertion is by thee cast down

;

Behold ! thy child submissively hath bow'd

—

Shine on him through the cloud !

Let the now darken'd earth and curtain'd lioaven

Back to his vision with thy face be given !

Bear him on high once more.

But in thy strength to soar.

And wrapt and still'd by that o'ershadowing might.

Forth on the empyreal blaze to look with chas-

ten'd sight.

Or if it be that, like the ark's lone dove,

My thoughts go forth, and find no resting-place.

No shelteiing home of sympathy and love

In the responsive bosoms of my race.

And back return, a darkness and a weight.

Till my unanswer'd heart grows desolate

—

Yet, yet sustain me, Holiest !—I am vow'd

To solemn service high

;

And shall the spirit, for thy tasks endow'd.

Sink on the threshold of the sanctuary,

Fainting beneath the burden of the day,

Because no human tone

Unto the altar-stone

Of that pure spousal fane inviolate.

Where it should make eternal truth its mate,

May cheer the sacred, solitary way 1

Oh ! be the whisper of thy voice within

Enough to strengthen ! Be the hope to win

A more deep-seeing homage for thy name,

Far, far beyond the burning dream of fame !

Make me thine only !—Let me add but one

To those refulgent steps all undefiled.

Which glorious minds have piled

Through brightself-olfering, earnest,childlike, lone.

For mounting to thy throne !

And let my soul, upborne

On wings of inner mom.

Find, in illumined secrecy, the sense

Of that bless'd work, its own high recompense.

The dimness melts away

That on your glory lay,

ye majestic watchers of the skies !

Through the dissolving veil,

Which made each aspect pale,

Your gladdening fires once more 1 recognise

;

And once again a shower

Of hope, and joy, and power.

Streams on my soul from your immortal eyes.

And if that splendour to my sober'd sight

Come tremulous, with more of pensive light

—

Something, though beautiful, yet deeply fraught

Withmore that pierces through each foldofthought

Than I was wont to trace

On heaven's unshadow'd face

—

Be it e'en so !—be mine, though set apart

Unto a radiant ministry, yet still
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My boy hath left me in the wilderness.

To journey on without the blessed light

In his deep, loving eyes. He's gone !—he's gone !

Ser HosBAND enters.

Huaiamd. Agnes ! my Agnes ! hast thou look'd

thy last

On our sweet slumberer's facel Thehour iscome

—

The couch made ready for his last repose.

Agnes. Not yet ! thou canst not take him from me
If he but left me for a few short days, [ yet !

This were too brief a gazing time to draw

His angel image into my fond heart.

And fix its beauty there. And now—oh ! now,

Never again the laughter of his eye

Shall send its gladdening summer throughmysoul

—Never on earth again. Yet, yet delay I

Thou canst not take him from me.

Husband. My beloved !

Is it not God hath taken him 1 the God
That took our first-bom, o'er whose early grave

Thou didst bow down thy saint-hke head, and saj"^,

" His will be done !

"

Agnes. Oh ! that near household grave.

Under the turf of England, seem'd not half—

Not half so much to part me from my child

As these dark woods. It lay beside our home.

And I could watch the sunshine, through all hours,

Loving and clinging to the grassy spot;

And I could dress its greensward with fresh flowers.

Familiar meadow-flowers. O'er thee, my babe

!

The primrose will not blossom ! Oh ! that now,

Together, by thy fair young sister's side,

We lay midst England's valleys

!

Husband. Dost thou grieve,

Agnes ! that thou hast follow'd o'er the deep

An exile's fortunes J If it thus can be.

Then, after many a conflict cheerily met.

My spirit sinks at last.

Agnes. Forgive ! forgive !

My Edmund, pardon mo ! Oh ! grief is wild

—

Forget its words, quick spray-drops from a fount

Of imknown bitterness ! Thou art my home

!

Mine only and my blessed one ! Where'er

Thy warm heart beats in its true nobleness,

There is my country ! there my head shall rest.

And throb no more. Oh ! stUl, by thy strong love.

Bear up the feeble reed !

(Kneeling with the child in her arms.)

And thou, my God !

Hear my soul's cry from this dread wilderness !

Oh ! hear, and pardon me ! If I have made

This treasure, sent from thee, too much the ark

Fraught with mine earthward-clinging happiness,

Foi'getting Him who gave, and might resume.

Oh, pardon mo !

If nature hath rebell'd.

And from thy light tum'd wilfully away,

Making a midnight of her agony.

When the despairing passion of her clasp

Was from its idol stricken at one touch

Of thine Almighty hand—oh, pardon me !

By thy Son's anguish, pardon ! In the soul

The tempests and the waves will know thy voice

—

Father! say, "Peace, be still
!"

(Giving the chUd to her husband)

Farewell, my babe

!

Go from my bosom now to other rest

!

With this last kiss on thine unsullied brow.

And on thy pale, calm cheek these contrite tears,

I yield thee to thy Maker !

Husband. Now, my wife !

Thine own meek holiness beams forth once more

A light upon my path. Now shall I bear.

From thy dear arms, the slumberer to repose

—

With a calm, trustful heart.

Agnes. My Edmund ! where

—

Where wilt thou lay him ?

Husband. See'st thou where the spire

Of yon dark cypress reddens in the sun

To burning gold 1—there—o'er yon willow-tuft ?

Under that native desert monument
Lies his lone bed. Our Hubert, since the dawn,

With the gi'ay mosses of the wilderness [forth,

Hath lined it closely through ; and there breathed

E'en from the fulness of his own pure heart,

A wild, sad forest hymn—a song of tears.

Which thou wilt learn to love. I heard the boy

Chanting it o'er his solitary task,

As wails a wood-bird to the thrilling leaves.

Perchance unconsciously.

Agnes. My gentle son !

The afi'ectionate, the gifted ! With what joy—

•

Edmund, rememberestthou?—withwhatbrightjoy

His baby brother ever to his arms

Would spring from rosy sleep, and playfully

Hide the rich clusters of his gleaming hair

In that kind, useful breast ! Oh ! now no more !

But strengthen me, my God ! and melt my heart,

Even to a well-spring of adoring tears.

For many a blessing left.

(Bending over the child.) Once more, farewell

!

Oh, the pale, piercing sweetness of that look !

How can it be sustain'd ? Away, away 1

(After a short pause.)

Edmund ! my wom.in's nature still is weak

—

I cannot see thee render dust to dust

!

Go thou, my husband ! to thy solemn task

;
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The radiant gate of heaven

Pnfolded—and the stem, dark shadow cast

By death's o'ersweeping wing, from the eai-th's

bosom past.

And you, ye graves ! upon whose turf I stand.

Girt with the slumber of the hamlet's dead,

Time, with a soft and reconciling hand.

The covering mantle of bright moss hath spread

O'er every narrow bed

:

But not by time, and not by nature sown

Was the celestial seed, whence round you peace

hath grown.

Christ hath arisen ! Oh, not one cherish'd head

Hath, midst the flowery sods, been piUow'd here

Without a hope, (howe'er the heart hath bled

In its vain yearnings o'er the unconscious bier,)

A hope, upspringing clear

From those majestic tidings of the mom,
Which lit the Hving way to all of woman born.

Thou hast wept mournfully, human love !

E'en on this greensward : night hath heard thy cry.

Heart-stricken one ! thy precious dust above

—

Night, and the hiUs, which sent forth no reply

Unto thine agony !

But He who wept like thee, thy Lord, thy guide,

Christ hath arisen, love ! thy tears shall allbe dried.

Dark must have been the gushing of those tears.

Heavy the imsleeping phantom of the tomb

On thine impassion'd soul, in elder years.

When, burden'd with the mystery of its doom.

Mortality's thick gloom

Hung o'er the sunny world, and with the breath

Of the triumphant rose came blending thoughts

of death.

By thee, sad Love ! and by thy sister. Fear,

Then was the ideal robe of beauty wrought
To vail that haunting shadow, still too near,

StUl ruling secretly the conqueror's thought,

And where the board was fraught

With wine and myrtles in the summer bower.

Felt, e'en when disavow'd, a presence and a power.

But that dark night is closed : and o'er the dead,

Here, where the gleamy primrose-tufts have blown,

And where the mountain-heath a couch has spread.

And, settling oft on some gray, letter'd stone.

The redbreast warbles lone

;

And the wild-bee's deep drowsy murmurs pass.

Like a low thrill of harp-strings, through the grass

:

Here, midst the chambers of the Christian's sleep.

We o'er death's gulf may look with trusting eye

;

For Hope sits, dovelike, on the gloomy deep,

And the green hills wherein these valleys lie

Seem all one sanctuary

Of holiest thought—nor needs their fresh, bright

sod, [God.

Urn, wreath, or shrine, for tombs all dedicate to

Christ hath arisen ! mountain-peaks ! attest

—

Witness, resounding glen and torrent-wave !

The immortal courage in the human breast

Sprung from that victory—tell how oft the brave

To camp midst rock and cave.

Nerved by those words, their straggling faith have

borne.

Planting the cross on high above the clouds of

mom !

The Alps have heard sweet hymnings for to-day

—

Ay, and wild sounds of sterner, deeper tone

Have thrill'd their pines, when those that knelt

to pray

Rose up to arm ! The pure,high snows have known

A colouring not their own.

But from true hearts, which, by that crimson stain,

Gave token of a trust that call'd no suffering vain.

Those days are past—the mountains wear no more

The solemn splendour of the martyr's blood

;

And may that awful record, as of yore.

Never again be known to field or flood I

E'en though the faithful stood,

A noble army, in the exulting sight

Of earth and heaven, which bless'd their battle for

the right

!

But many a martyrdom by hearts imshaken

Is yet borne silently in homes obscure

;

And many a bitter cup is meekly taken

;

And, for the strength whereby the just and pure

Thus steadfastly endure.

Glory to Him whose victory won that dower

!

Him from whose rising stream'd that robe of spirit-

power.

Glory to Him ! Hope to the suffering breast

!

Light to the nations ! He hath roll'd away

The mists which, gathering into deathlike rest.

Between the soul and heaven's calm ether lay

—

His love hath made it day

With those that sat in darkness. Earth and sea I

Lift up glad strains for man by truth divine made

free

!
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THE CHILD READING THE BIBLE.

** A dancing (hapo, an Image gay.

To baant, to tartla, to wa}lay.

A bdng breathing thoughtful breath,

A tmretler between life and death." Wubmivorth.

I SAW him at his sport erewhile,

The bright, exulting boy I

Liko summer's lightning came the smile

Of his young spirit's joy—

•

A flash that, whcresoe'er it broke,

To life undieamt-of beauty woke.

His fair locks waved in sunny play.

By a clear fountain's side,

\Vhore jewel-colour'd pebbles lay

Beneath the shallow tide

;

And pearly spray at times would meet

The glancing of his fairy feet.

He twined him wreaths of all spring-flowers,

'

Which drank that streamlet's dew

;

Ho flung them o'er the wave in showers.

Till, gazing, scarce I knew
Which seem'd more piire, or bright, or wild.

The singing fount or laughing child.

To look on all that joy and bloom

Made earth one festal scene.

Where the dull shadow of the tomb

Seem'd as it ne'er had been.

How could one image of decay

Steal o'er the dawn of such clear day ?

I saw once more that aspect bright

—

The boy's meek head was bow'd

In silence o'er the Book of Light,

And, like a golden cloud^
The still cloud of a pictured sky

—

His locks droop'd round it lovingly.

And if my heart had doem'd him fair,

^Vhen, in the fountain-glade,

A creature of the sky and air,

Almost on wings he play'd

;

Oh I how much holier beauty now
Lit the young human being's brow !

The being bom to toil, to die.

To break forth from the tomb

Unto far nobler destiny

Than waits the skylark's plume I

I saw him, in that thoughtful hour,

Win the first knowledge of his dower.

The toul, the awakening soiU I saw

—

My watching eye could trace

The shadows of its new-born awe

Sweeping o'er that fair face :

As o'er a flower might pass the shade

By some dread angel's pinion made !

The soul, the mother of deep fears,

Of high hopes infinite.

Of glorious dreams, mysterious tears,

Of sleepless inner sight

;

Lovely, but solemn, it arose.

Unfolding what no more might close.

The red-leaved tablets,' imdefiled.

As yet, by evil thought

—

Oh I little dream'd the brooding child

Of what within me wrought,

While his young heart first bum'd and stirr'd,

And quiver'd to the eternal word.

And reverently my spirit caught

The reverence of his gaze

—

A sight with dew of blessing fraught

To hallow after-days;

To make the proud heart meekly wise.

By the sweet faith in those calm eyes.

It seem'd as if a temple rose

Before me brightly there

;

And in the depths of its repose

My soul o'erflow'd with prayer.

Feeling a solemn presence nigh

—

The power of infant sanctity !

Father I mould my heart once more

By thy prevailing breath I

Teach me, oh ! teach me to adore

E'en with that pure one's faith

—

A faith, all made of love and light.

Child-like, and therefore full of might

!

A POET'S DYING HYMN.

*' D« mute who will, who can.

Yet I will prniM thee with iin[>assioii'<l Toic* I

Me didst thou constitute a priest of thine

In tuch a temple as we now behold,

Rear'd for thy presence ; therefore am I bound

To worship, here and every where."—Wormwobtm.

The blue, deep, glomus beavcnsi—I lift mino eye,

And bless thee, my God ! that I have met

1 "All this, and more than this, is now engraved upon the

rcd-leavc(t UibkU of my heart."

—

IIavwood.
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And own'd thine image in the majesty

Of their calm temple still !—that, never yet.

There hath thy face been shrouded from my sight

By noontide blaze, or sweeping storm of night

:

I bless thee, my God

!

That now still clearer, from their pure expanse,

I see the mercy of thine aspect shine.

Touching death's features with a lovely glance

Of light, serenely, solemnly divine,

And lending to each holy star a ray

As of kind eyes, that woo my soul away

:

I bless thee, my God

!

That I have heard thy voice nor been afeid,

In the eaiih's garden—midst the mountains old.

And the low thrilUngs of the forest-shade.

And the wild sound of waters uncontroH'd—

•

And upon many a desert plain and shore

—

No solitude—for there I felt thee more :

I bless thee, my God

!

And if thy spirit on thy child hath shed

The gift, the vision of the unseal'd eye,

To pierce the mist o'er life's deep meanings spread.

To reach the hidden foimtain-ums that lie

Far in man's heart—if I have kept it free

And pure, a consecration unto thee

:

I bless thee, my God

!

If my soul's utterance hath by thee been fraught

With an awakening power—if thou hast made

Like the wing'd seed, the breathings ofmythought.

And by the swift winds bid them be convey'd

To lands of other lays, and there become

Native as early melodies of home

:

I bless thee, ray God

!

Not for the brightness of a mortal wreath.

Not for a place midst kingly minstrels dead,

But that, perchance, a faint gale of thy breath,

A still small whisper, in my song hath led

One struggling spirit upwards to thy throne.

Or but one hope, one prayer,—for this alone

I bless thee, my God

!

That I have loved—that I have known the love

Which troubles in the soul the tearful springs,

Yet, with a colouring halo from above.

Tinges and glorifies all earthly things,

Whate'er its anguish or its woe may be.

Still weaving links for intercourse with thee :

I bless thee, my God

!

That by the passion of its deep distress.

And by the o'erflowing of its mighty prayer.

And by the yearning of its tenderness.

Too full for words upon their stream to bear,

I have been drawn still closer to thy shrine,

Well-spring of love, the unfathom'd, the divine,

I bless thee, my God

!

That hope hath ne'er my heart or song forsaken,

High hope, which even from mystery, doubt, or

dread,

Calmly, rejoicingly, the things hath taken

Whereby its torchlight for the race was fed

:

That passing storms have only fann'd the fire

Which pierced them still with its triumphal spire,

I bless thee, my God !

Now art thou calling me in every gale.

Each sound and token of the dj-ing day

;

Thou leav'st me not—though early Ufe grows pale,

1 am not darkly sinking to decay

;

But, hour by hour, my soul's dissolving shroud

Melts off to radiance, as a silvery cloud.

I bless thee, my God

!

And if this earth, with all its choral streams.

And crowning woods, and soft or solemn skies.

And mountain sanctuaries for poet's dreams.

Be lovely still in my departing eyes

—

'Tis not that fondly I would linger here.

But that thy foot-prints on its dust appear

:

I bless thee, my God

!

And that the tender shadowing I behold.

The tracery veining every leaf and flower.

Of glories cast in more consummate mould.

No longer vassals to the changeful hour

;

That life's last roses to my thoughts can bring

Rich visions of imperishable spring

:

I bless thee, my God

!

Yes ! the young, vernal voices in the skies

Woo me not back, but, wandering past mine ear,

Seem heralds of th' eternal melodies.

The spirit-music, imperturb'd and clear

—

The full of soul, yet passionate no more :

Let me, too, joining those pure strains, adore

!

I bless thee, my God

!

Now aid, sustain me still. To thee I come

—

Make thou my dwelling where thy children are!

And for the hope of that immortal home.

And for thy Son, the bright and morning star.
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The sufferer and the victor-king of death,

I bless thee with my glad songs dying breath

!

I bless thee, my God

!

[" I have lately written what I consider one ofmy best pieces

—* A roet'a Hying Hymn.' It appeared in the last number

of Blacktvood," (April ISS2.)—letterfrom Mrs Ileinans.

*' It la irapoteible to read this affecting poem without feel-

ing how distinctly it breathes the inward echoes of the soul

to the frequent warning's of the Summoner; those presenti-

ments wliicli must liave long silently possessed her, here for the

first time finding utterance. Still more strongly does it evidence

that subdued and serene fmme of mind, into which her once

vivacious temperament and painfully vibrating sensibilities

were now so gently and happily subsiding."—3/ono.r, p. 254.]

THE FUNERAL DAY OF SIR WALTER
SCOTT.

•' Mftny an eye

Mny wail the dimming oTour shining star." -SMAKBriARir,

A 0LOEIOU8 voice hnth ceased

!

Mournfully, reverently—the funeral chant

Breathe reverently ! There is a dreamy sound,

A hollow murmur of the dying year.

In the deep woods. Let it be wild and sad

!

A more ^olian, melancholy tone

Than ever wail'd o'er bright things perishing

!

For that is passing from the darken'd land.

Which the green summer will not bring us back

—

Though all her songs return. The funeral chant

Breathe reverently ! They bear the mighty forth.

The kingly ruler in the realms of mind ;

They bear him through the household paths, the

Where every tree had music of its own [groves.

To his quick ear of knowledge taught by love

—

And he is silent ! Past the living stream

They bearhimnow; the stream whose kindly voice,

On alien shores, his true heart bum'd to hear

—

And he is silent ! O'er the heathery hills.

Which his own soul had mantled with a light

Richer than autumn's purple, now they move^
And he is silent !—he, whose flexile lips

Were but unscal'd, and lo ! a thousand forms.

From every pastoral glen and fern-clad height.

In glowing life upspj'ang,—vassal and chief.

Rider and steed, with shout and bugle-peal,

Fast-rushing through the brightly troubled air,

Like the Wild Huntsman's band. And still they

To those fair scenes imperishably bound, [live.

And, from the mountain-mist still flashing by,

Startle the wanderer who hath listen'd there

To the seer's voice : phantoms of colour'd thought,

Surviving him who raised. eloquence ! [dead !

power, whose breathings thus could wake the

Who shall wake thee t lord of the buried past I

And art thou there—to those dim nations join'd,

Thy subject-host so long 1 The wand is dropp'd.

The bright lamp broken, which the gifted hand

Touch'd, and the genii came ! Sing reverently

The funeral chant ! The mighty is borne home,

And who shall be his mourners 1 Youth and age.

For each hath felt his magic—love and grief,

For he hath communed with the heart of each :

Yes—the free spirit of humanity

May join the august procession, for to him

Its mysteries have been tributary things.

And all its accents known. From field or wave,

Never was conqueror on his battle-bier.

By the veil'd banner and the muffled drum.

And the proud drooping of the crested head.

More nobly foUow'd home. The last abode.

The voiceless dwelling of the bard is reach'd

:

A still, majestic spot, girt solemnly

With all th' imploring beauty of decay

;

A stately couch midst ruins ! meet for him

With his bright fame to rest in, as a king

Of other days, laid lonely with his sword

Beneath his head. Sing reverently the chant

Over the honour'd grave ! The grave I—oh, say

Rather the shrine !—an altar for the love,

The light, soft pilgrim steps, the votive wreaths

Of years unborn—a place where leaf and flower,

By that which dies not of the sovereign dead.

Shall be made holy things, where every weed

Shall have its portion of th' inspiring gift

From buriedglorybreathed. And now what strain.

Making victorious melody ascend

High above sorrow's dirge, befits the tomb

Where he that sway'd the nations thus is laid

—

The crown'd of men 1

A lowly, lowly song.

Lowly and solemn be

Thy children's cry to thee.

Father divine !

A hymn of suppliant breath,

Owning that life and death

Alike are thine I

A spirit on its way.

Sceptred the earth to sway.

From thee was sent

:

Now call'st thou back thine own

—

Hence is that radiance flown

—

To earth but lent.

Watching in breathless awe.

The bright head bow'd wo saw.
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Since then, in silence and in darkness breathed,

Like the dim night-flower's odour, up to God !

PRISONERS' EVENING SERVICE.

A SCENE OP THE FEENCH REVOLUTION.'

" From their fphcrea

Th« st«n ofhuman gtory are cart down
Periih the rose* and the flower« of kings.

Princes and emperors, and the crown and palms

Of all the mighty, witber'd and consumed

'

Nor is power given to lowliest innocence

Long to protect her own." WoanswoR-m.

Scene—Priton of the Luxembourg in Paris, during

the Reign of Terror.

D'AuBlON^, an aged Royalist— Blanche, hh
daiujhter, a young girl.

Blanche. What was your doom, my father 1 lu

thine arms

I lay imconsciously through that dread hour.

Tell me the sentence ! Could our judges look,

Without relenting, on thy silvery hair ?

Was there not mercy, father ? Will they not

Restore us to our home ?

D'AuhignS. Yes, my poor child !

They send us home.

Blanche. Oh ! shall we gaze again

On the bright Loire ] W^ill the old hamlet spire.

And the gi-ay turret of our own chate.au.

Look forth to greet us tlirough the dusky elms ?

Will the kind voices of our villagere.

The loving laughter in their children's eyes.

Welcome us back at last ? But how is this 1

Father ! thy glance is clouded—on thy brow
There sits no joy !

D'AuhigrU. Upon my brow, dear girl

!

There sits, I trust, such deep and solemn peace

As may befit the Christian who receives.

And recognises in submissive awe,

The summons of his God.

Blanche. Thou dost not mean
No, no ! it cannot bo ! Didst thou not say

They sent us home I

* The Lost d.iys of two prisoners in tlie Luxembourg, Sillery

and I.a Source, so affectingly described by Helen M.-u-ia

Williams, in lier LeUtrtfrom Franct. gave rise to tliis little

scene. These two victims had composed a simple hjTiin, which

they sang together in a low and restrained voice every night,

2 A French royalist officer, dying upon a field of battle, and

JXAubigni. Where is the spirit's homef

Oh ! most of all, in these dark, evil days,

Where should it be— but in that world serene,

Beyond the sword's reach and the tempest's power,

—Where, but in heaven 1

Blanche. My father !

D'Aubigni. We tiiust die.

We must look up to God, and calmly die.

Come to my heart, and weep there ! For awhile

Give nature's passion way ; then brightly rise

In the still courage of a woman's heart.

Do I not know theo ? Do I ask too much

From mine own noble Blanche ?

Blanche, {falling onhia bosom.) Oh! claspmefast!

Thy trembling childl Hide, hideme in thine arms

—

Father !

D'A ubign4. Alas !my flower, thou'rtyoungto go

—

Young, and so fair ! Yet were it worse, methinks,

To leave thee where the gentle and the brave.

The loyal-hearted and the chivalrous.

And they that loved their God, have all been swept,

Like the sere leaves, away. For them no hearth

Through the wide land was left inviolate.

No altar holy ; therefore did they fall.

Rejoicing to depart. The soil is steep'd

In noble blood ; the temples are gone down

;

The voice of prayer is hush'd, or fearfully [livel

Mutter'd, like sounds of guilt. Why, who would

Who hath not p.inted, as a dove, to flee.

To quit for ever the dishonour'd soil,

The burden'd air I Our God upon the cross

—

Our king upon the scaffold '—let us think

Of these—and fold endurance to our hearts.

And bravely die !

Blanche. A dark and fearful way !

An evil doom for thy dear, honour'd head !

thou, the kind, the gracious ! whom all eyes

Bless'd as they look'd upon ! Speak yet again

—

Say, will they part us 1

D'Aubigni. No, my Blanche ; in death.

We shall not bo divided.

Blanche. Thanks to God !

He, by thy glance, will aid me—I shall see

His light before me to the last. And when

—

Oh, pardon these weak shrinkings of thy child !

—

When shall the hour befall ?

D'Aubigni. Oh ! swiftly now,

And suddenly, with brief, dread interval,

hearing some one near him uttering the most plaintive lamen-

tations, turned towards the sufferer, and thus addressed him:

—

" Sly friend, whoever you may be, rememlier that your God
expired upon the cross—your liliig upon the scaffold—and he

who now sjieaks to you has had his limbs shot from under him.

Meet your fate'as becomes a nuiD."
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Comes down the mortal stroke. But of that hour

As yet I know not. Each low throbbing pulse

Of the quick pendulum may usher in

Eternity

!

[hand

Blanche, {krKelingbeforehim.) My father! laythy

On thy poor Blanche's head, and once again

Bless her with thy deep voice of tenderness

—

Thus breathing saintly courage through her soul,

Ere we are call'd.

D'AuhigiiS. If I may speak through tears !

—

Well may I bless thee, fondly, fervently.

Child of my heart !—thou who dost look on me
With thy lost mother's angel eyes of love !

Thou, that hast been a brightness in my path,

A guest of heaven unto my lonely soul,

A stainless lily in my widow'd house.

There springing up, with soft light round thee shed.

For immortality ! Meek child of God !

I bless thee—He will bless thee ! In his love

He calls thee now from this rude stormy world

To thy Redeemer's breast ! And thou wilt die,

As thou hast lived—my duteous, holy Blanche !

In trusting and serene submissiveness,

Humble, yet full of heaven.

Blanche, {rising.) Now is there strength

Infused through all my spirit. I can rise

And say, " Thy will be done !

"

[child

!

B'Auhigni, (pointing upwards) See'st thou, my
Yon faint light in the west 1 The signal star

Of our due vesper-service, gleaming in

Through the close dungeon-grating ! Mournfully

It seems to quiver
;
yet shall this night pass,

Tliis night alone, without the lifted voice

Of adoration in our narrow cell,

As if unworthy fear or wavering faith

Silenced the strain ? No ! let it waft to heaven

The prayer, the hope, of poor mortality.

In its dark hour once more ! And we mU sleep,

Yes—calmly sleep, when our last rite is closed.

\Tlicy sing together.

PRISONER'S EVENING SONG.

We see no more in thy pure skies,

How soft, God ! the sunset dies

;

How every colour'd hill and wood

Seems melting in the golden flood

:

Yet, by the precious memories won

From bright hours now for ever gone,

Father ! o'er all thy works, we know.

Thou still art shedding beauty's glow

;

Still touching every cloud and tree

With glory, eloquent of thee

;

Still feeding all thy flowers with light.

Though man hath barr'd it from our sight.

We know thou reigu'st, the Unchanging One, the

AD-just !

And bless thee still with free and boundless trust!

We read no more, God ! thy ways

On earth, in these wild, evil days.

The red sword in the oppressor's hand

Is ruler of the weeping land

;

Fallen are the faithful and the pure,

No shrine is spared, no hearth secure.

Yet, by the deep voice from the past,

Which teUs us these things cannot last—

•

And by the hope which finds no ark

Save in thy breast, when storms grow dark

—

We trust thee ! As the sailor knows

That in its place of bright repose

His pole-star burns, though mist and cloud

May veil it with a midnight shroud.

We know thou reign'st. All-holy One, All-just !

And bless thee stUl with love's own boundless tnist.

We feel no more that aid is nigh.

When our faint hearts within us die.

We suffer—and we know our doom

Must be one suffering till the tomb.

Yet, by the anguish of thy Son

When his last hour came darkly on ;

By his dread cry, the air which rent

In terror of abandonment

;

And by his parting word, which rose

Through faith victorious o'er all woes

—

We know that thou may'st wound, may'st break

The spirit, but wilt ne'er forsake !

Sad suppliants whom our brethren spurn,

In our deep need to thee we turn !

To whom but thee ! All-merciful, All-just !

In life, in death, we yield thee boundless trust

!

HYMN OF THE VAUDOIS MOUNTAINEERS

IN TIMES OF PERSECUTION.

"Thanks be to God for the mountaiiia !

"

HowiTr's " liook of the Seftsons."

Fob the strength of the hills we bless thee,

Our God, our fathers' God !

Thou hast made thy children mighty.

By the touch of the mountain-sod.

Thou hast fix'd our ark of refuge

Where the spoiler's foot ne'er trod

;

For the strength of the hills we bless thee,

Our God, our fathers' God !
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THE INDIAN'S REVENGE.

SOBNE IN THE IIPB OP A MORAVIAN MISSIONARY.

[Circumstances similar to those on wliich this scene is

founded are recorded in Game's Narrative of the Moravian

Missions in Greenland, and gave rise to the dramatic sketch.]

•* But by my wrongs and by my wrath.

To-morrow Areou»tki*i breath

That fires yon heaven with storms of death,

Shali light me to the foe !

"

Indian Song in " Gertrude of Wyoming."

Scene.—Tlie shore of a Lake surrovmded by deep

•woods. A solitary cabin on its banks, over-

shadowed by maple and sycamore trees. Herr-

mann, the missionary, seated alone before the

cabin. The hour is evening ttoilight.

Herrmann. Was that the light from some lone,

swift canoe

Shooting across the waters ?—No, a flash

From the night's first, quick fire-fly, lost again

In the deep bay of cedars. Not a bark

Is on the wave ; no rustle of a breeze [world,

Comes through the forest. In this new, strange

Oh ! how mysterious, how eternal, seems

The mighty melancholy of the woods !

The desert's own great spirit, infinite !

Little they know, in mine own fatherland.

Along the castled Rhine, or e'en amidst

The wild Harz mountains, or the sylvan glades

Deep in the Odenwald—they little know

Of what is sohtude ! In hours like this.

There, from a thousand nooks, the cottage-hearths

Pour forth red light through vine-himg lattices,

To guide the peasant, singing cheerily,

On the home-path; while round his lowly porch.

With eager eyes awaiting his return,

The cluster'd faces of his children shine

To the clear harvest moon. Be still, fond thoughts!

Melting my spirit's grasp from heavenly hope

By your vain, earthward yearnings. my God !

Draw me still nearer, closer unto thee.

Till all the hollow of these deep desires

May with thyself be fill'd ! Be it enough

At once to gladden and to solemnise

My lonely life, if for thine altar here

In this dread temple of the wilderness,-

By prayer, and toil, and watching, I may win

The offering of one heart, one human heart,

Bleeding, repenting, loving !

Hark ! a step,

An Indian tread ! I know the stealthy soimd—

'Tis on some quest of evil, through the grass

Gliding so serpent-like.

(ffe comes forward, and meets an Indian warrior

armed.)

Enonio, is it thou 1 I see thy form [eye

Tower stately through the dusk, yet scarce mine

Discerns thy face.

£nonio. My father speaks my name.

Herrmann. Are not the hunters from the chase

retum'd t

The night-fires lit 1 Wliy is my son abroad ?

Enonio. The warrior'sarrowknows ofnoblerprey
Than elk or deer. Now let my father leave

The lone path free.

Herrmann. The forest way is long

From the red chieftain's home. Rest thee awhile

Beneath my sycamore, and we will speak

Of these things further.

Enonio. Tell me not of rest

!

My heart is sleepless, and the dark night Bwift.

I must begone. [stay !

Herrmann, {solemnly.) No, warrior ! thou must

The Mighty One hath given me power to search

Thy soul with piercing words—and thou must stay.

And hear me, and give answer ! If thy heart

Be grown thus restless, is it not because

Within its dark folds thou hast mantled up

Some burning thought of ill ? [I rest ?

—

Enonio, (with sudden impetuosity.) How should

Last night tlie spirit of my brother came,

An angry shadow in the moonlight streak.

And said, " Avenge me.'" In the clouds this mom
I saw the frowning colour of his blood—

•

And that, too, had a voice. I lay at noon

Alone beside the sounding waterfall.

And through its thvmder-music spake a tone

—

A low tone piercing all the roU of waves

—

And said "Avenge me J" Therefore have I raised

The tomahawk, and strung the bow again.

That I may send the shadow from my couch,

And take the strange sound from the cataract.

And sleep once more.

Herrmann. A better path, my son

!

Unto the still and dewy land of sleep,

My hand in peace can guide thee—e'en the way
Thy dying brother trod. Say, didst thou love

That lost one well 1

Enonio. Know'st thou not we grew up

Even as twin roes amidst the wilderness ?

Unto the chase we jotmiey'd in one path

;

We stemm'd the lake in one canoe ; we lay

Beneath one oak to rest. When fever hung

Upon my burning Ups, my brother's hand

Was still beneath my head ; my brother's robe
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Covcr'd my bosom from tlio chill night-air

—

Our lives were girdled by one belt of love

Until ho turn'd him from his father's gods.

And then my soul fell from him— then the grass

Grew in the way between our parted homes;

And whoresoe'cr I wander'd, then it seem'd

That all the woods were silent. I wont forth—
I joumey'd, with my lonely heart, afar,

And so retum'd—and where was hel The earth

Own'd him on more.

Herrmann. But thou thyself, since then.

Hast turn'd thee from the idols of thy tribe.

And, like thy brother, bow'd the suppliant knee

To the one God.

Emmio. Yes ! I have leam'd to pray

With my white father's words, yet all the more

My heart, that shut against my brother's love,

Hath been within mo as an arrowy fire, •

Burning my sleep away. In the night-hush,

Midst the strangewhispersand dim shadowy things

Of the great forests, I have call'd aloud,

" Brother 1 forgive, forgive I " He answer'd not

—

His deep voice, rising from the land of souls,

Cries but "Avenge me/"—and I go forth now

To slay his murderer, that when next his eyes

Gleam on me mournfully from that pale shore,

I may look up, and meet their glance, and say,

" I have avenged thee !

"

Herrmann. Oh I that human love

Should bo the root of this dread bitterness,

Till heaven through all the fever'd being pours

Transmuting balsam ! Stay, Enonio ! stay !

Thy brother calls thee not ! The spirit-world

Where the departed go, sends back to earth

No visitants for evil. 'Tis the might

Of the strong passion, the remorseful grief

At work in thiue own breast, which lends the voice

Unto the forest and the cataract,

The angry colour to the clouds of mom,
The shadow to the moonlight. Stay, my son !

Thy brother is at peace. Beside his couch.

When of the murderer's poison'd shaft he died,

I knelt and pray'd ; he named his Saviour's name.

Meekly, beseechingly ; be spoke of thee

In pity and in love.

Enonio, {hurriedly.) Did he not say

My arrow should avenge him 1

Herrmann. His last words

Were all forgiveness.

Enonio. What ! and shall the man
Who pierced him with the shaft of treachery,

Walk fearless forth in joy?

Herrmann. Was he not once

Thy brother's friend 1 Oh ! trust me, not in joy

He walks the frowning forest. Did keen love.

Too late repentant of its heart estranged.

Wake in thy haunted bosom, with its train

Of BOimds and shadows—and shall lu escape 1

Enonio, dream it not ! Our God, the All-just,

Unto himself resei-vcs this royalty

—

The secret chastening of the guilty heart,

The fiery touch, the scourge that purifies,

Leave it with him ! Yet make it not thy hope :

For that strong heart of thine—oh ! hsten yet

—

Must, in its depths, o'ercome the very wish

For death or torture to the guilty one,

Ere it can sleep again.

Enonio. My father speaks

Of change, for man too mighty.

Herrmann. I but speak

Of that which hath been, and again must be.

If thou wouldst join thy brotlier, in the life

Of the bright country where, I well believe.

His soul rejoices. He bad known such change :

He died in peace. He, whom his tribe once named

The Avenging Eagle, took to his meek heart.

In its last pangs, the spirit of those words

Which, from the Saviour's cross, went up to

heaven

—

"Forgive them, for they hnou; not what they do/

Father, forgive/"—And o'er the eternal bounds

Of that celestial kingdom, undcfiled.

Where evil may not enter, he, I deem.

Hath to his Master pass'd. He waits thee there

—

For love, we trust, springs heavenward from the

grave.

Immortal in its holiness. He calls

His brother to the land of golden light

And ever-living foimtains—couldst thou hear

His voice o'er those bright waters, it wovdd say,

' My brother ! oh ! be pure, be merciful

!

That we may meet again."

Enonio, Qieaitating.) Can I return

Unto my tribe, and unavenged)

Herrmann. To Him,

To Him return, from whom thine erring steps

Have wander'd far and long ! Return, my son.

To thy Redeemer ! Died he not in love

—

The suiless, the divine, the Son of God

—

Breathing forgiveness midst all agonies 1

And we, dare we be ruthless ? By his aid

Shalt thou be guided to thy brother's place

Midst the pure spirits. Oh ! retrace the way

Back to thy Saviour ! he rejects no heart

E'en with the dark stains on it, if true tears

Be o'er them shower'd. Ay I weep, thou Indian

chief I

For, by the kindling moonlight, I behold
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Thy proud lips working—weep, relieve thy soul

!

Tears will not shame thy manhood, in the hour

Of its great conflict.

Etumio, (giving up Ma weapons to Herrmann.)

Father ! take the bow,

Keep the sharp arrows till the hunters call

Forth to the chose once more. And let me dwell

A little while, my father ! by thy side.

That I may hear the blessed words again

—

Like water-brooks amidst the summer hills

—

From thy true lips flow forth ; for in my heart

The music and tlie memory of their soimd

Too long have died away.

Herrmann. Oh, welcome back,

Friend, rescued one ! Yes, thou shalt be my guest,

And we will pray beneath my sycamore

Together, mom and eve ; and I will spread

Thy couch beside my fire, and sleep at last

—

After the visiting of holy thoughts

—

With de%vy wings shall sink upon thine eyes !

Enter my home, and welcome, welcome back

To peace, to God, thou lost and found again !

{They go into the cabin together.—Herrmann,

lingering for a moment on the threshold^ looks

up to the starry skies.)

Father ! that from amidst yon glorious worlds

Now look'st on us, thy children ! make this hour

Blessed for ever ! May it see the birth

Of thine own image in the unfathom'd deep

Of an immortal soul,—a thing to name

With reverential thought, a solemn world !

To thee more precious than those thousand stars

Burning on high in thy majestic heaven I

EVENING SONG OF THE WEARY.

Father of heaven and earth

!

I bless thee for the night, *

Tlie soft, still night

!

The holy pause of care and mirth.

Of sound and light

!

Now, far in glade and dell.

Flower-cup, and bud, and bell,

Haveshut around the sleepingwoodlark's nest

;

The bee's long murmuring toils are done.

And I, the o'erwearied one,

O'erwearied and o'erwrought.

Bless thee, God ! Father of the oppress'd

!

With my last waking thought.

In the still night

!

Yes ! e'er I sink to rest.

By the fire's dying light.

Thou Lord of earth and heaven 1

I bless thee, who hast given.

Unto life's fainting travellers, the night

—

The soft, still, holy night.

THE DAY OF FLOWEES.

a mother's walk with her child.

•• One spirit—Hi«

Who wore the platted thorn with bleeding browi,

Eulcs universal nature. I<ot a flower

Hut shows some touch, in tVeckle, freak, or stain.

Of his unrivall'd pencil. V* inspires

Their balmy odours, and imparts their hues.

And bathes their eyes with nectar.

Happy who wallu with him!" Cowpsn.

Come to the woods, my boy

!

Come to the streams and bowery dingles forth,

My happy child ! The spuit of bright hours

Woos us in every wind ; fresh -wild-leaf scents.

From thickets, where the lonely stock-dove broods,

Enter our lattice ; fitful songs of joy

Float in with each soft current of the air ;

—

And we will hear their summons ; we will give

One day tofiowcrs,aud sunshine, and gladthoughts.

And thou shalt revel midst free nature's wealth,

And for thy mother twine wild wreaths; while she.

From thy delight, wins to her own fond heart

The vernal ecstasy of childhood back.

Come to the woods, my boy 1

AYhat ! wouldst thou lead already to the path

Alongthecopsewoodbrook? Come, then! in truth

Meet playmate for a child, a blessed child,

Is a glad, singing stream, heard or unheard.

Singing its melody of happiness

Amidst the reeds, and bounding in free grace

To that sweet chime. With what a sparkling Ufe

It fills the shado\vy dingle !—now the wing

Ofsome low-skimming swallowshakes bright spray

Forth to the sunshine from its dimpled wave

;

Now, from some pool of crystal darkness deep.

The trout springs upward, with a showery gleam

And plashing sound of waters. What swift rings

Of mazy insects o'er the shallow tide

Seem, as they glance, to scatter sparks of light

From bumish'd films ! And mark yon silvery line

Of gossamer, so tremulously hung

Across the narrow current, from the tuft

Of hazels to the hoary poplar's bough

!

See, in the air's transparence, how it waves,
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Quivering and glistening with each faintest gale,

Yet breaking not—a bridge for fuiry shapes.

How delicate, how wondrous

!

Yes, my boy

!

Well maywe make the stream's bright, windingvein

Our woodland guide, for He who made the stream

Jrade it a clue to haunts of loveliness,

For ever deepening. Oh, forget him not,

Dear child ! That airy gladness which thou fccl'st

Wafting thee after bird and butterfly.

As 'twere a breeze within thee, is not less

llh gift, his blessing on thy spring-time hours.

Than this rich, outward sunshine, mantling all

The leaves, and grass, and mossy-tinted stones

With summer glory. Stay thy bounding step.

My merry wanderer 1—let us rest a while

By this clear pool, where, in the shadow flung

From alder boughs and osiers o'er its breast.

The soft red of the flowering willow-herb

So vividly is pictured. Seems it not

E'en melting to a more transparent glow

In that pure glass ] Oh ! beautiful are streams

!

And, through all ages, human hearts have loved

'i'licir music, still accordant with each mood
(Jf sadness or of joy. And love hath grown

Into vain worship, which hath left its trace

On sculptured urn and altar, gleaming still

Beneath dim olive-boughs, by many a fount

Of Italy and Greece. But we will take

Our lesson e'en from erring hearts, which bless'd

The river-deities or fountain-nymphs.

For the cool breeze, and for the freshening shade.

And the sweet water's tune. The One supreme.

The all-sustaining, ever-pi'esent God,

Who dower'd the soul with immortality.

Gave also these delights, to cheer on eai-th

Its fleeting passage ; therefore let us greet

Each wandering flower-scent as a boon from Him,

Each bird-note, quivering midst light simimer

leaves.

And every rich celestial tint unnamed,

Wherewith transpierced, the clouds of mom and

Kindle and melt away

!

[eve,

And now, in love.

In grateful thoughts rejoicing, let us bend

Our footsteps onward to the dell of flowers

Around the ruin'd mansion. Thou, my boy !

Not yet, I deem, hast visited that lorn

But lovely spot, whoso loveliness for thee

Will wear no shadow of subduing thought

—

No colouring from the past. This way our path

Winds through the hazels. Mark how brightly

shoots

Tlie dragon-fly along the sunbeam's line,

Crossing the leafy gloom. How full of life,

The life of song, and breezes, and free wings.

Is all the miu-muring shade I and thine, oh thine!

Of all the brightest and the happiest here.

My blessed child ! my gift of God ! that makest

My heart o'erflow with summer

!

Hast thou twined

Thy wreath so soon ! yet will we loiter not,

Though here the bluebell wave, and gorgeously

Roimd the brown, twisted roots ofyon scathed oak

The heath-flower spread its purple. We must leave

The copse, and through yon broken avenue,

Shadow'd by drooping walnut-foliage, reach

The ruin's glade.

And lo ! before us, fair

Yet desolate, amidst the golden day,

It stands, that house of silence ! wedded now
To verdant Nature by the o'ermantling growth

Of leaf and tendril, which fond woman's hands

Once loved to train. How therich wallflower-scent

From every niche and mossy cornice floats.

Embalming its decay ! The bee alone

Is murmuring from its casement, whence no more
Shall the sweet eyes of laughing children shine.

Watchingsomehomeward footstep. See! unbound

From the old fretted stone-work,whatthickwreaths

Of jasmine, borne by waste exuberance down.

Trail through theglass theirgleaming stars,andload

The air with mournful fragrance—for it speaks

Of life gone hence ; and the faint, southern breath

Of myrtle-leaves, from yon forsaken porch.

Startles the soul with sweetness ! Yet rich knots

Of garden flowers, far wandering, and self-sown

Through all the sunny hollow, spread aroimd

A flush of youth and joy, free nature's joy,

Undimm'd by human change. How kindly here.

With the low thyme and daisies, they have blent I

And, under arches of wild eglantine.

Drooping from this tall elm, how strangely seems

The frail gum-cistus o'er the turf to snow

Its pearly flower-leaves down ! Go, happy boy

!

Rove thou at will amidst these roving sweets

;

Whilst I, beside this fallen dial-stone,

Under the tall moss-rose tree, long unpruned,

Rest where thick clustering pansies weave around

Their many-tinged mosaic, midst dark grass

Bedded like jewels.

He hath bounded on.

Wild with delight !—the crimson on his cheek

Purer and richer e'en than that which lies

In this deep-hearted rose-cup ! Bright moss-rose

!

Though now so loni, yet surely, gracious tree I

Once thou wert cherish'd ! and, by human love,

Through many a summer duly visited
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For thy bloom-offerings, which o'er festal board,

And youthful brow, and e'en the shaded couch

Of long-secluded sickness, may have shed

A joy, now lost.

Yet shall there still be joy,

Where God hath pour'd forth beauty,and the voice

Of human love shall still be heard in praise

Over his glorious gifts ! Father ! Lord

!

The All-beneficent ! I bless thy name,

That thouhast mantledthegreen earthwith flow'rs.

Linking our hearts to nature ! By the love

Of their wild blossoms, our young footsteps first

Into her deep recesses are beguiled

—

Her minster-cells—dark glen and forest bower.

Where, thrilling with its earliest sense of thee.

Amidst the low, religious whisperings

And shivery leaf-sounds of the soUtude,

The spirit wakes to worship, and is made

Thy living temple. By the breath of flowers.

Thou callest us, from city throngs and cares,

Back to the woods, the birds, the mountain-streams,

That sing of thee ! back to free childhood's heart.

Fresh with the dews of tenderness! Thou bidd'st

The lilies of the field mth placid smile

Reprove man's feverish strivings, and infuse

Through his worn soul a more unworldly life,

With their soft, holy breath. Thou hast not left

His purer nature, with its fine desires,

Uncared for in this universe of thine !

The glowing rose attests it, the beloved

Of poet-hearts, touch'd by their fervent dreams

With spiritual light, and made a source

Of heaven-ascending thoughts. E'en to faint age

Thou lend'st the vernal bliss : the old man's eye

Falls on the kindling blossoms, and his soul

Remembers youth and love, and hopefully

Turns unto thee, who call'st earth's buried germs

From dust to splendour ; as the mortal seed

Shall, at thy summons, from the grave spring up

To put on glory, to be girt with power.

And fill'd with immortality. Receive

Thanks, blessings, love, for those, thy lavish boons.

And, most of all, their heavenward influences,

Thou that gavest us flowers !

Return, my boy !

—

With all thy chaplets and bright bands, return !

See, with how deep a crimson eve hath touch'd

And glorified the ruin !—glow-worm light

Will twinkle on the dewdrops, ere we reach

Ourhome again. Come! with thy last sweet prayer

At thy bless'd mother's knee, to-night shall thanks

Unto our Father in his heaven arise.

For all the gladness, all the beauty shed

O'er one rich day of flowers.

HYMN OF THE TRAVELLER'S

HOUSEHOLD ON HIS RETURN,

m TBS OLDEN TDIB.

Joy ! the lost one is restored I

Sunshine comes to hearth and board.

From the far-off countries old

Of the diamond and red gold

;

From the dusky archer-bands,

Reamers of the fiery sands

;

From the desert winds, whose breath

Smites with sudden, silent death ;

He hath reach'd his home again.

Where we sing

In thy praise a fervent strain,

God our King

!

Mightiest ! unto thee he tum'd

When the noon-day fiercest bum'd

:

When the fountain-springs were far.

And the sounds of Arab war

SweU'd upon the sultry blast.

And the sandy columns past.

Unto thee he cried ; and thou,

Merciful ! didst hear his vow

!

Therefore unto thee again

Joy shall sing

Many a sweet and thankful sti-ain,

God our King !

Thou wert vrith him on the main.

And the snowy mountain-chain.

And the rivers, dark and wide.

Which through Indian forests glide :

Thou didst guard him from the wi'ath

Of the lion in his path.

And the arrows on the breeze,

And the dropping poison-trees.

Therefore from our household train

Oft shall spring

Unto thee a blessing strain,

God our King

!

Thou to his lone, watching wife

Hast brought back the light of life I

Thou hast spared his loving child

Home to greet him from the wild.

Though the suns of Eastern skies

On his cheek have set their dyes.

Though long toils and sleepless cares

On his brow have blanch'd the hairs.
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Yet the night of fear is flown

—

He is living, and our own !

Brethren ! spread his festal board,

Hang his mantle and his sword,

With the armour, on the wall

—

While this long, long silent hall

Joyfully doth hear again

Voice and string

Swell to thee the exulting strain,

God our King I

THE PAINTER'S LAST WORK.

[Suggested by the closing scene in the life of the painter

IJlalie, wliich is l>eautifuliy related by Alijin Cunningliani.]

" clasp me a little longer on the brink

of litfe, while I can ffeel thy dear cares*

,

And when this heart hath ceased to beat, oh ! think.

And let it mitigate thy woe's excess.

That thou hast been to me all tenderness,

And fViend to more than human friendship just—

Oh 1 by that retrospect of happiness.

And by the hope of an immortal trust,

God shall assuage thy pangs when 1 am laid In dutt '."—Campbem..

Tlie Scene is an English Cottage. The lattice apeme

upon a Landscape at twmet.

EoQENE, Teresa.

Teresa. The fever's hue hath left thy cheek,

beloved I

Tliine eyes, that make the dayspring in my heart.

Arc clear and still once more ! Wilt thou look

forth?

Now, while the sunset with low streaming light

—

The light thou lovest—hath made the elm-wood

stems

All burning bronze, the river molten gold !

Wilt thou bo raised upon thy couch, to meet

The rich airfiU'd with wandering scents and sounds?

Or shall I lay thy dear, dear head once more

On this true bosom, lulling thee to rest

With our own evening hymn 1

Eugene. Not now, dear love !

My soul is wakeful—lingering to look forth.

Not on the sun, but thee ! Doth the light sleep

On the stream tenderly 1 and are the stems

Of our ovm elm-trees, by its alchemy.

So richly changed 1 and is the sweetbrior-scent

Floating aroimd ? But I have said farewell.

Farewell to earth, Teresa !—not to thee

;

Nor yet to our deep love—nor yet awhile

Unto the spirit of mine art, which flows

Back on my soul in mastery. One last work !

And I will shrine my wealth of glowing tlioughts,

CUnging affections, and undying hopes,

All, all in that memorial

!

Te/resa. Oh, what dream

Is this, mine own Eugene f Waste thou not thus

Thy scarce-returning strength; keep thy rich

thoughts

For happier days—they will not melt away

Like passuig music from the lute. Dear friend !

Dearest of fiiends I thou canst win back at will

The glorious visions.

Eugene. Yes ! the unseen land

Of glorious visions hath sent forth a voice

To call me hence. Oh, be thou not deceived !

Bind to thy heart no earthly hope, Teresa 1

I must, mtist leave thee ! Yet be strong, my love I

As thou hast still been gentle.

Teresa. Eugene

!

What will this dim world be to me, Eugene !

When wanting thy bright soul, the life of all

—

My only simshine ? How can I bear on 1

How can we part 1—we that have loved so well,

With clasping spirits link'd so long by grief.

By tears, by prayer 1

Eiigene. E'en tlwrefore we can part.

With an immortal trust, that such high love

Is not of things to perish.

Let me leave

One record still of its ethereal flame

Brightening through death's cold shadow. Once

again.

Stand with thy meek hands folded on thy breast,

And eyes half veil'd, in thine own soul absorb'd.

As in thy watohings ere I sink to sleep

;

And I will give the bending, flower-like grace

Of that soft form, and the still sweetness throned

On that pale brow, and in that quivering smile

Of voiceless love, a life that shall outlast

Their delicate earthly being. There ! thy head

Bow'd down with beauty, and with tenderness.

And lowly thought—even thus—ray own Teresa

!

Oh! the quick-glancing radiance and bright bloom.

That once around thee hung, have melted now

Into more solemn light—but holier far.

And dearer, and yet lovelier in mine eyes,

Thau all that summer-flush ! For by my couch.

In patient and serene devotedness.

Thou hast made those rich hues and sunny smiles

Tliine oflTering unto me. Oh ! I may give

Those pensive lips, that clear Madonna brow.

And the sweet earnestness of that dark eye.

Unto the canvass ; I may catch the flow

Of all those drooping locks, and glorify,

With a soft halo, what is imaged thus

—
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But how much rests unbreathed, my faithful one

!

What thou hast been to me ! This bitter world

!

This cold, unanswering world, that hath no voice

To greet the gentle spirit, that drives back

All birds of Eden, which would sojourn hero

A little while—how have I tum'd away

From its keen, soulless air, and in thy heart

Found ever the sweet fountain of response

To quench my thirst for home !

The dear work grows

Beneath my hand,—the last

!

Teresa, {falling ore Ma neck in tears)

Eugene ! Eugene

!

Break not my heart with thine excess of love !

—

Oh ! must I lose thee—thou that hast been still

The tendercst—best

!

Eugene, Weep, weep not thus, beloved !

Let my true heart o'er thine retain its power

Of soothing to the last ! Mine own Teresa I

Take strength from strong affection ! Let our souls.

Ere this brief parting, mingle in one strain

Of deep, full thanksgiving, for God's rich boon

—

Our perfect love ! Oh, blessed have we been

In that high gift ! thousands o'er earth may pass.

With hearts vmfreshen'd by the heavenly dew,

^Vhich hath kept ours from withering. Kneel,

true wife !

And lay thy hands in mine.

(She hneeU beside the couch—he prays)

Oh, thus receive

Thy children's thanks. Creator ! for the love

Which thou hast granted, through all earthlywoes.

To spread heaven's peace around them—which

hath bound

Their spirits to each other and to thee.

With links whereon unkindness ne'er hath

breathed.

Nor wandering thought. We thank thee, gracious

God!

For all its treasured memories, tender cares.

Fond words, bright, bright sustaining looks, un-

changed

Through tears and joy ! Father ! most of all,

We thank, we bless thee, for the priceless trust.

Through thy redeeming Son vouchsafed to those

That love in thee, of imion, in thy sight

And in thy heavens, immortal ! Hear our prayer

!

Take home our fond affections, purified

To spirit-radiance from all earthly stain

;

Exalted, solemnised, made fit to dwell.

Father ! where all things that are lovely meet,

And all things that are pure—for evermore

With thee and thine !

A PBAYEE OF AFFECTION.

Blessings, Father ! shower

—

Father of Mercies ! round his precious head

!

On his lone walks and on his thoughtful hour.

And the pure visions of his midnight bed.

Blessings be shed

!

Father ! I pray thee not

For earthly treasiu-e to that most beloved

—

Fame, fortune, power : oh ! be his spirit proved

By these, or by their absence, at thy will

!

But let thy peace be wedded to his lot.

Guarding his inner Ufe from touch of ill,

With its dove-pinion still

!

Let such a sense of thee.

Thy watching presence, thy sustaining love,

His bosom-guest inalienably be.

That wheresoe'er he move,

A heavenly light serene

Upon his heart and mien

May sit undimm'd ! a gladness rest his own.

Unspeakable, and to the world unknown !

Such as from childhood's morning land of dreamy

Eemember'd faintly, gleams—

Faintly remember'd, and too swiftly flown !

So let him walk with thee.

Made by thy Spirit free

;

And when thou call'st him from his mortal place.

To his last hour be still that sweetness given.

That joyful trust ! and brightly let him part.

With lamp clear burning, and imlingering heart.

Mature to meet in heaven

His Saviour's face

!

MOTHER'S LITANY BY THE SICKBED

OF A CHILD.

Savioite, that of woman bom,

Mother-sorrow didst not scorn

—

Thou, with whose last anguish strove

One dear thought of earthly love

—

Hear and aid I

Low he lies, my precious child,

With his spirit wandering wild

From its gladsome tasks and play,

And its bright thoughts far away

—

Saviour, aid

!
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Pain sits heavy on his brow,

E'en though slumber seal it now ;

Round his lip is quivering stiife.

In his hand unquiet life

—

Aid I oh, aid !

Saviour ! loose the burning chain

From his fever'd heart and brain.

Give, oh ! give his young soul back

Into its own cloudless track !

Hear and Eud

!

Thou that saidst, " Awake ! arise !

"

E'en when death had quench'd the eyes—

In this hour of grief's deep sighing,

When o'erwearied hope is dying,

Hear and aid !

Yet, oh ! make him thine, all thine,

Saviour ! whether Death's or mine !

Tet, oh I pour on human love.

Strength, trust, patience, from above !

Hear and aid

!

NIGHT HYMN AT SEA.

THU WORDH WRITTKN FOR A MKLODV BV rSLTON.

Night sinks on the wave.

Hollow gusts are sighing.

Sea-birds to their cave

Through the gloom are flying.

Oh ! should storms come sweeping.

Thou, in heaven unsleeping,

O'er thy children vigil keeping.

Hear, hear, and save !

Stars look o'er the sea.

Few, and sad, and shrouded ;

Faith our light must be,

AVhen all else is clouded.

Thou, whose voice came thrilling.

Wind and billow stilUng,

Speak once more ! our prayer fulfilling-

Power dwells with thee !

SONNETS.

FEMALE CHARACTERS OF
SCRIPTURE.

" Your tenti are desolate
;
jrour atatel; stept.

Of all ttwir choral dancet, have not left

One trace besLde the fountains : your full cup
Of gladneee and of trembling, each alike

la broken. Yet, amidst undfin^ hinge.

The mind itill keeps your loveUnets, and (tilt

AH the fre«h glories ofthe early world

Hang round you In the spirit's pictured halla,

Neter to change !

"

INVOCATION.

As the tired voyager on stormy seas

Invokes the coming of bright birds from shore,

To waft him tidings, with the gentler breeze.

Of dim, sweet woods that hear no billows roar

;

So, from the depth of days, when earth yet wore
Her solemn beauty and primeval dew,

I call you, gracious Forms ! Oh, come ! restore

Awhile that holy freshness, and renew Pyre,

Life's morning dreams. Come with the voice, the

Daughters of Judah I with the timbrel rise I

Ye of the dark, prophetic, Eastern eyes,

Imperial in their visionary firo

;

Oh 1 steep my soul in that old, glorious time,

When God's own whisper shook the cedars ofyour

clime !

INVOCATION CONTINUED.

And come, ye faithful I round Messiah seen.

With a soft harmony of tears and light

Streaming through all your spiritual mien—

-

As in calm clouds of pearly stillness bright,

Showers weave with sunshine, and transpierce

their slight

Ethereal cradle. From your heart subdued

All haughty dreams of power had wing'd their

And left high place for martyr fortitude, [flight.

True faith, long-suffering love. Come to me, come

!



598 SONNETS.

And as the seas, beneath your Master's tread,

Fell into crystal smoothness, round him spread

Like the clear pavement of his heavenly home
;

So, in your presence, let the soul's great deep

Sink to the gentleness of infant sleep.

THE SONG OF MIRIAM.

A SONG for Israel's God ! Spear, crest, and helm

Lay by the billows of the old Red Sea,

When Miriam's voice o'er that sepulchral realm

Sent on the blast a hymn of jubilee.

With her lit eye, and long hair floating free,

Queen-Uke she stood, and gloriouswas the strain,

E'en as instinct with the tempestuous glee

Of the dark waters, tossing o'er the slain.

A song for God's own victory ! Oh, thy lays.

Bright poesy ! were holy in their birth :

How hath it died, thy seraph-note of praise.

In the bewildering melodies of earth !

Return from troubUng, bitter founts—return.

Back to the life-springs of thy native urn !

EUTH.

The plume-like swaying of the auburn com.

By soft vrinds to a dreamy motion fann'd.

Still brings me back thine image— forlorn.

Yet not forsaken Ruth ! I see thee stand

Lone, midst the gladness of the harvest-band

—

Lone, as a wood-bird on the ocean's foam

FaU'n in its weariness. Thy fatherland

Smiles far away ! yet to the sense of home

—

That finest, purest, which can recognise

Home in affection's glance—for ever true

Beats thy calm heart ; and if thy gentle eyes

Gleam tremulous through tears, 'tis not to rue

Those words, immortal in their deep love's tone,

" Thy people and thy God shall be mine own/"

THE VIGIL OF RIZPAH.

" And Rizpah, the daughter of Aiah, took sackcloth, aiid npread

it for her upon the rock, ttom the Ijeginning of harvest until water

dropped upon them out of heaven ; and suffered neither the birds

of tlw air to rest on them by day, nor the beasts of the field by

night."— 2 Sam. xxl. 10.

Who watches on the mountain with the dead.

Alone before the awfulness of night?

—

A seer awaiting the deep spirit's might

!

A warrior guarding some dark pass of dread?

No—a lorn woman ! On her drooping head.

Once proudly graceful, heavy beats the rain

;

She recks not—Hving for the unburied slain,

Only to scare the vulture from their bed.

So, night by night, her vigil hath she kept

With the pale stars, and with the dews hath wept

:

Oh 1 surely some bright Presence from above

On those wild rocks the lonely one must aid

!

E'en so ; a strengthener through all storm and

shade,

Th' unconquerable angel, mightiest Love !

THE REPLY OF THE SHTJNAMITE WOMAN.

" And she answered, 1 dwell among mine own people."

S3 Kings, iv. 13.

" I DWELL among mine own,"—oh, happy thou

!

Not for the sunny clusters of the vine.

Not for the olives on the mountain's brow.

Nor the flocks wandering by the flowery line

Of streams, that make the green land where

they shine

Laugh to the light of waters—not for these,

Nor the soft shadow of ancestral trees,

Whosekindlywhisper floats o'er theeandthine

—

Oh ! not for these I call thee richly blest,

But for the meekness of thy woman's breast.

Where that sweet depth of still contentment lies;

And for thy holy, household love, which clings

Unto all ancient and familiar things.

Weaving from each some link for home's dear

charities.

THE ANNUNCUTION.

Lowliest of women, and most glorified !

In thy still beauty sitting calm and lone,

A brightness round thee grew—and by thy side,

Kindling the air, a form ethereal shone.

Solemn, yetbreathinggladness. From herthrone

A queen had risen with more imperial eye,

A stately prophetess of victory

From herproud lyre had struck atempest's tone,

For such high tidings as to thee were brought.

Chosen ofheaven! thathour: but thou, oh! thou.

E'en as a flower with gracious rains o'erfraught,

Thy virgin head beneath its crown didst bow,

And take to thy meek breast th' all-holy word.

And own thyself the handmaid of the Lord.



FEMALE CHARACTERS OF SCRIPTURE. 599

THE SONG OF THE VIRGIN.

Yet as a sunburst flushing mountain-snow,

Fell the celestial touch of fire ere long

Ou the pale stillness of thy thoughtful brow.

And thy calm spirit lighten'd into song.

Unconsciously, perchance, yet free and strong

Flow'd the majestic joy of tuneful words,

Which Uving hai-ps the choirs of heaven among

Might well have Imk'd with their divincst chords.

Full many a strain, borne far on glory's blast.

Shall leave, where once its haughty music pass'd,

No more to memory than a reed's faint sigh

;

Wliile tliino, childlike Virgin ! through all time

Shall send its fervent breath o'er every cUme,

Being of God, and therefore not to die.

THE PENITENT ANOINTING CHRIST'S

FEET.

There was a moumfulness in angel eyes.

Thatsaw thee,woman ! bright in thisworld's train,

Moving to pleasure's airy melodies.

Thyself the idol of the enchanted straio.

But from thy beauty's garland, brief and vain,

When one by one the rose-leaves had been torn
;

When thy heart's core had quiver'd to the pain

Through every life-nerve sent by arrowy scorn

;

When thou did-st kneel to pour sweet odours forth

On the Redeemer's feet, with many a sigh.

And showering tear-drop, of yet richer worth

Than all those costly balms of Araby

;

Then was there joy, a song of joy in heaven,

For thee, the childwonback, the penitentforgiven !

MARY AT THE FEET OF CHRIST.

Ob I bless'd beyond all daughters of the earth !

What were the Orient's thrones to that low seat

Where thy hush'd spirit drew celestial birth,

Mary ! meek Ustener at the Saviour's feet

!

No feverish cares to that divine retreat

Thy woman's heart of silent worship brought.

But a fresh childliood, heavenly truth to meet

With love, and wonder, and submissive thought

Oh ! for the holy quiet of thy breast.

Midst the world's eagertones and footsteps flying,

Thou, whose calm soulwas like a wellspiing, lying

So deep and still in its transparent rest.

That e'en when noontide bums upon the hills,

Some one bright solemn starall its lone mirrorfills.

THE SISTERS OF BETHANY AFTER THE
DEATH OF LAZARUS.

One grief, one faith, sisters of the dead !

Was in your bosoms—thou, whose steps, made

fleet

By keen hope fluttering in the heart which bled.

Bore thee, as wings, the Lord of Life to greet

;

And thou, that duteous in thy stUl retreat

Didst wait his summons, then with reverent love

Fall weeping at the bless'd Deliverer's feet.

Whom e'en to heavenly tears thy woe could move.

And which to Him, the All-seeing and All-just,

Was lovehest—that quick zeal, or lowly trust ?

Oh I question not, and let no law be given

To those unveilings of its deepest shrine,

By the wrung spirit made in outward sign :

Free service from the heart is all in all to heaven.

THE MEMORLiL OF MARY.

** Verity I aay unto yon, wheresoerer this gospel sludl be prekclwd

in the whole world, there shall also this that this woman bath

done, be told for a memorial of her."—liATTHaw, zzrt. 13.—See

also John, xii. 3.

Thou hast thy record in the monarch's hall,

And on the waters of the far mid sea

;

And where the mighty mountain-shadows fall.

The Alpine hamlet keeps a thought of thee :

Where'er, beneath some Oriental tree.

The Christian traveller rests—where'er the child

Looks upward from the English mother's knee.

With earnest eyes in wondering reverence mild.

There art thou known—where'er the Book of light

Bears hope and healing, there, beyond all blight.

Is borne thy memory, and all praise above.

Oh I say what deed so lifted thy sweet name,

Mary ! to that pure, silent place of fame 1

One lowly ofl'ering of exceeding love.

THE WOMEN OF JERUSALEM AT THE
CROSS.

Like thosepalcstarsoftempest-hours, whosogleam

Waves calm and constant on the rocking mast,
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Such by the cross doth your bright lingering seem,

Daughters of Zion ! faithful to the last

!

Ye, through the darkness o'er the wide earth cast

By the death-cloud within the Saviour's eye.

E'en till away the heavenly spirit pass'd.

Stood in the shadow of his agony.

blessed faith ! a guiding lamp, that hour

"Was lit for woman's heart ! To her, whose dower

Is all of love and suffering from her birth,

Still hath your act a voice—through fear, through

Bidding her bind each tendi-il of her life [sti-ife.

To that which her deep soul hath proved of

hoUest worth.

MARY MAGDALENE AT THE SEPULCHRE.

Weeper ! to thee how bright a mom was given

After thy long, long vigil of despair,

AVheu that highvoice which burial-rocks had riven

Thrill'd with immortal tones the silent air !

Never did clarion's royal blast declare

Such tale of victory to a breathless crowd,

As the deep sweetness of one word could bear

Into thy heart of hearts, woman ! bow'd

By strong affection's anguish ! one low word

—

"Mary I" and all the triumph wrung from death

Was thus reveal'd; and thou, that so hadst err'd.

So wept, and been forgiven, in trembling faith

Didst cast thee down before the all-conqueringSon,

Awed by the mighty gift thy tears and love had

MARY MAGDALENE BEARING TIDING^

OF THE RESURRECTION.

Then was a task of glory all thine own.

Nobler than e'er the still, small voice assign'd

To lips in awful music making known
The stormy splendours of some prophet's mind.
" Christ is arisen t

"

—by thee, to wake mankind,

First from the sepulchre thosewords were brought

!

Thou wert to send the mighty rushing wind

First on its way, with those high tidings fraught

—

" Christ u arisen, I " Thou, thmi, the siu-enthrall'd

!

Earth's outcast, heaven's o^vn rausom'd one, wert

call'd

In human hearts to give that rapture birth :

Oh raised from shame to brightness ! there doth lie

The tenderest meaningof -ffi« ministry.

Whose undespairing love still own'd the spirit's

worth.

SONNETS,

DEVOTIONAL AND MEMORIAL,

THE SACRED HARP.

How shall the harp of poesy regain

That old victorious tone of prophet-years^

A spell divine o'er guilt's perturbing fears.

And all the hovering shadows of the brain 1

Dark, evil wings took flight before the strain,

And showers of holy quiet, with its fall.

Sank on the soul. Oh ! who may now recall

The mighty music's consecrated reign 1

Spirit of God ! whose glory once o'erhung

A throne, the ark's dread cherubim between.

So let thy presence brood, though now unseen.

O'er those two powers by whom the harp is strung.

Feeling and Thought ! till the rekindled chords

Give the long-buried tone back to immortal words.

TO A FAMILY BIBLE.

What household thoughts around thee, as their

shrine.

Cling reverently ! Of anxious looks beguiled,

My mother's eyes upon thy page divine

Each day were bent—her accents, gravely mild.

Breathed out thy lore : whilst I, a dreamy chUd,

Wander'd on breeze-like fancies oft away.

Tosomelone tuftofgleamingspring-flowers wild.
Some fresh-discover'd nook for woodland play.

Some secret nest. Yet would the solemn Word,

At times, with kindhngs of young wonder heard.

Fall on thy waken'd spirit, there to be

A seed not lost,^for which, in darker years,

Book of Heaven ! I pour, with grateful tears.

Heart-blessings on the holy dead and thee !

REPOSE OF A HOLY FAMILY.

FROM AN OLD ITALIAN PICTUKB.

Undee a palm-tree, by the green, old Nile,

Lull'd on his mother's breast, the fair child lies,

With dove-like breathings, and a tender smile

Brooding above the slumber of his eyes

;

While, through the stiUness of the biiming skies,

Lo ! the dread works of Egypt's buried kings.
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Temple and pyramid, beyond him rise,

Regal and still as everlasting tilings. [cheek,

Vain pomps ! from him, with that pure, flowery

Soft shadow'd by his mother's drooping head,

A new-born spirit, mighty, and yet meek.

O'er the whole world like vernal air shall spread;

And bid all earthly granJcm^ cast the crown.

Before the euflbring and the lowly, down.

PICTURE OF THE INFANT CHRIST WITH
FLOWERS.

All thebright hues from eastern garlands glowing.

Round the young child luxuriantly are spread;

Gifts, fairer far than Magian kings, bestowing

In adoration, o'er his cradle shed.

Roses, decpfiU'd with rich midsummer's red.

Circle his hands : but, in his grave, sweet eye.

Thought seems e'en now to wake, and prophesy

Of ruder coronals for tjiat meek head.

And thus it was ! a diadem of thorn

Earth gave to Him who mantled herwith flowers

;

To Him who pour'd forth blessings in soft

showers

O'er all her paths, a cup of bitter scorn !

And we repine, for whom that cup He took,

O'er blooms that mock'd our hope, o'er idols that

forsook 1

ON A REMEMBERED PICTURE OF CHRIST.

AN KCCK HOMO, BY LEONARDO DA VINCI.

I MET that image on a mirthful day

Of youth ; and, sinking with a still'd surprise.

The pride of life, before those holy eyes.

In my quick heart died thoughtfully away,

Abash'd to mute confession of a sway

Awful, though meek. And now that, from the

strings

Of my soul's lyre, the tempest's mighty wings

Have struck forth tones which then unwaken'd lay;

Now that, around the deep life of my mind,

Aifections, deathless as itself, have twined.

Oft does the pale, bright vision still float by

;

But more divinely sweet, and speaking now
Of One whose pity, throned on that sad brow,

Sounded all depths of love, grief, death, huma-

nity !

THE CHILDREN WHOM JESUS BLESSED.

Happt were they, the mothers, in whoso sight

Ye grew, fair children ! hallow'd from that hour

By your Lord'sblessmg. Surely thence a shower

Of heavenly beauty, a transmitted hght

Hung on your brows and eyelids, meekly bright.

Through all the after years, which saw ye move

Lowly, yet still majestic, in the might.

The conscious glory of the Saviour's love I

And honour'd be all childhood, for the sake

Of that high love 1 Let reverential care

Watch to behold the immortal spirit wake.

And shield its first bloom from unholy air

;

Owning, in each young suppliant glance, the sign

Of claims upon a heritage divine.

MOUNTAIN SANCTUARIES.

" H» went up to a mountain apart to pray.**

A CHILD midst ancient mountains I have stood.

Where the wild falcons make their lordly nest

On high. The spirit of the solitude

Fell solemnly upon my infant breast.

Though then I pray'd not ; but deep thoughts have

press'd

Into my being since it breathed that air.

Nor could I now one moment live the guest

Of such dread scenes, without the springs of

prayer

O'crflowing all my soul. No minsters rise

Like them in pure communion with the skies.

Vast, silent, open unto night and day

;

So might the o'orburden'd Son of Man have felt.

When, turning where inviolate stillness dwelt.

He sought high mountains, there apart to pray.

THE LILIES OF THE FIELD.

" Cataiin th< UUo ofUm SaM.**

Flowebs ! when the Saviour's calm, benignant eye

Fell on your gentle beauty—when from you

That heavenly lesson for all hearts he drew.

Eternal, universal, as the sky

—

Then, in the bosom of your purity,

A voice He set, as in a temple-shrine.

That life's quick travellers ne'er might pass youby

Unwam'd of that sweet oracle divine.
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And thougli too oft its low, celestial sound

By the harsh notes of work-day Care is drown'd,

And the loud steps of vain, unlistening Haste,

Yet, the great ocean hath no tone of power

Mightier to reach the soul, in thought's hush'd

hour,

Than yours, ye Lilies ! chosen thus and graced !

THE BIRDS OF THE AIR.

*' And behold the birda of the air."

Ye too, the free and fearless birds of air.

Were charged that hour, on missionary wing,

The same bi-ight lesson o'er the seas to bear,

Heaven-guided wanderers, with the winds of

Sing on, before the storm and after, sing! [spring.

And call us to your echoing woods away

From worldly cares ; and bid our spirits bring

Faith to imbibe deep vrisdom from your lay.

So may those blessed vernal strains renew

Childhood, a chUdhood yet more pure and true

E'en than the first, within th' awaken'd mind

;

While sweetly, joyously, they tell of life.

That knows no doubts, no questionings, no strife.

But hangs upon its God, imconsciously resign'd.

THE RAISING OF THE WIDOW'S SON.

" And he that was dead eat up and began to speak."

He that was dead rose up and spoke—He spoke !

Was it of that majestic world unknown 1 [broke,

Those words, which first the bier's dread silence

Came they with revelation in each tone ?

Were the far cities of the nations gone,

The solemn halls of consciousness or sleep,

For man uneurtain'd by that spirit lone.

Back from their portal summon'd o'er the deep?

Be hush'd, my sold ! the veil of darkness lay

Stilldrawn : thyLord call'd backthe voice departed

To spread his tnith, to comfort his weak-hearted,

Not to reveal the mysteries of its way.

Oh ! take that lesson home in silent faith.

Put on submissive strength to meet, not question,

death

!

THE OLIVE TREE.

The palm—the vine—the cedar—esch hathpower

To bid fair Oriental shapes glance by

;

And each quick glistening of the laurel bower
Wafts Grecian images o'er fancy's eye.

But thou, pale OUve ! in thy branches lie

Far deeper spells than prophet-grove of old

Might e'er enshrine : I could not hear the sigh

To the wind's faintest whisper, nor behold

One shiver of thy leaves' dim, silvery green.

Without high thoughts and solemn, of that scene

When, in the garden, the Redeemer pray'd

—

When pale stars look'd upon his fainting head,

And angels, ministering in silent dread.

Trembled, perchance, within thy trembling

shade.

THE DARKNESS OF THE CRUCIFIXION.

On Judah's hills a weight of darkness hung.

Felt shudderingly at noon : the land had driven

A Guest divine back to the gates of heaven

—

A life, whence all pure founts of healing sprung.

All grace, all truth. An§ when, to anguish wrung,

From the sharp cross th' enhghtening spirit fled,

O'er the forsaken earth a pall of dread

By the great shadow of that death was flung.

Saviour ! Atoner !—thou that fain

Wouldst make thy temple in each human heart,

Leave not such darkness in my soul to reign
;

Ne'er may thy presence from its depths depart,

Chased thence by guilt ! Oh ! turn not thou away,

The bright and Morning Star, my guide to perfect

day!

PLACES OF WORSHIP.

"God is a spirit."

Spirit ! whose life-sustaining presence fills

Air, ocean, central depths by man untried,

Thou for thy woi-shippei's hast sanctified

All place, all time ! The silence of the hills

Breathes veneration,—founts and choral rills

Of thee are murmuring,—to its inmost glade

The hving forest with thy whisper thrills,

And there is holiness in every shade.

Yet must the thoughtful soul of man invest

With dearer consecration those pure fanes.

Which, sever'd from all sound of earth's unrest.

Hear naught but suppliant or adoring strains

Rise heavenward. Ne'er may rock or cave possess

Theirchira on human hearts to solemn tenderness.
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OLD CHURCH IN AN ENGLISH PARK.»

Cbownino a flowery slope, it stood alone

lu gracious sanctity. A bright rill wound,

Caressingly, about the holy ground

;

And warbled, with a never-dying tone,

Amidst the tombs. A hue of ages gone

Seem'd, from that ivied porch, that solemn gleam

Oftower and cro.ss, pale-quivering on the stream.

O'er all th' ancestral woodlands to be thrown

—

And somethingyetmore deep. The airwas fraught

With noble memories, whispering many a thought

Of England's fathers : loftily serene,

They that had toil'd, watch'd, struggled, to secure.

Within such fabrics, worsliip free and pure,

Keign'd there, the o'ershadowing spiiit of the

scene.

A CHURCH IN NORTH WALES.'

Blessings be round it still I that gleaming fane,

Low in its mountain-glen ! Old, mossy trees

Mellow the sunshine through the imtinted pane
;

And oft, borne in upon some fitful breeze.

The deep sound of the ever-pealing seas,

Filling the hollows with its anthem-tone.

There meets the voice of psalms ! Yet not alone

For memories lulling to the heart as these,

I bless thee, midst thy rocks, gray house of prayer

!

But for their sakes who unto thee repair

From the hill-cabins and the ocean-shore.

Oh ! may the fisher and the mountaineer

Words to sustain earths toiling children hear.

Within thy lowly walls, for evermore !

1 FawBley Park, near l>aventry.

s Tliat of Aber, near Bangor.

LOUISE SCHEPLER.

[LoiiUe Sclieplcr w.'U the faithful servant and friend of the

pastor Obertiu. The \a&t letter addressed by him to hia

children for tlieir peniaal after his decease, affectingly com-

memorates her unwearicl zeal in visiting and instructing the

children of the mountain hamlets, through all seasons, and

in all circumstances of difficulty and danger.]

A FEARLESS joumeyer o'er the mountain-snow

Wert thou, Louise ! The sun's decaying light

Oft, with its latest, melancholy glow,

Redden'd thy steep, wild way : the starry night

Oft met thee, crossing some lone eagle's height.

Piercing some dark ravine : and many a dell

Knew, through its ancient rock-recesses well.

Thy gentle presence, which hath made them

bright

Oft in mid-storms—oh ! not with beauty's eye,

Nor the proud glance of genius keenly burning

;

No ! pilgrim of unwearying charity !

Thy spell was love—the mountain-deserts turning

To blessed realms, where stream and rock rejoice

Wlien the glad htiman soul lifts a thanksgiving

TO THE SAME.

Fob thou, a holy shepherdess and kind.

Through the pine forests, by the upland rills,

Didst roam to seek the children of the hills,

A wild, neglected flock ! to seek, and find.

And meekly win ! there feeding each young mind

With balms of heavenly eloquence : not thine.

Daughter of Christ ! but His, whose love divine

Its own clear spirit in thy breast had shrined,

A burning light ! Oh ! beautiful, in truth,

Upon the mountains are the feet of those

Who bear His tidings ! From thymom of youth.

For this were all thy joumeyings ; and the close

Of that loiigpath,heaven'80wn bright sabbath-rest.

Must wait thee, wanderer! on thy Saviour's breast.
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A gush of waters tremulously bright.

Kindling the air to gladness with their light;

And a soft gloom beyond of summer trees.

Darkening the turf; and, shadow'd o'er by those,

A low, dim, woodland cottage—this was all

!

What had the scene for memorj- to recall

With a fond look of love 1 What secret spell

With the heart's pictures made its image dwell ]

What but the spirit of the joyous child.

That freshly forth o'er stream and verdure smiled.

Casting upon the common things of earth

A brightness, bom and gone with infant mirth !

THE BATTLE-FIELD.

I look'd on the field where the battle was spread.

When thoiisands stood forth in theirglancingarray

;

And the beam from the steel ofthe valiantwasshed

Through the dunroUing clouds that o'ershadow'd

the fray.

I saw the dark forest of lances appear.

As the ears of the harvest unnumber'd they stood

;

I heard the stem shout as the foemen drew near.

Like the storm that lays low the proud pines of

the wood.

Afar the harsh notes of the war-drum were roll'd,

Uprousing the wolf from the depth of his lair

;

On high to the gust stream'd the banner's red fold,

O'er the death-close of hate, and the scowl of

despair.

I look'd on the field of contention again, [past

;

When the sabre was sheath'd and the tempest had

The wild weed and thistle grew rank on the plain,

And the fern softly sigh'd in the low, wailing blast.

Unmoved lay tho lake in its hour of repose.

And bright shone tho stars through the sky's

doepen'd blue

;

And sweetly the song of the night-bird arose.

Where the fox-glove lay gemm'd with its pearl-

drops of dew.

But where swept the ranks of that dark, frowning

host.

As the ocean in might, as the storm-cloud in speed?

Where now are the thunders of victoiy's boast

—

The slayer's dread wrath, and the strength of the

steed 1

Kot a time-wasted cross, not a mouldering stone.

To mark the lone scene of their shame or their

pride

;

One grass-cover'd mound told the traveller alone

Whore thousands lay down in their anguish, and

died!

Glory ! behold thy famed guerdon's extent

:

For this, toil thy slaves through their earth-wast-

ing lot

—

[spent

;

A name like the mist, when the night-beams are

A gi-ave with its tenants unwept and forgot

!

A PENITENT'S RETURN.

" C(in guilt or misery ever enter here ?

Ah, no I the tplrit ordomeitic pence.

Though calm and gentle u the brooding dove.

And ever murmuring forth a quiet long.

Guard*, powerful as the iword of cherubim.

The hailowd porch. She hath a heavenly amlle,

I'hat sinks Into the sullen soul of Vice,

And wins him o'er to virtue."—Wiiaon.

My father's house once more.

In its own moonlight beauty ! Yet around.

Something, amidst the dewy calm profound.

Broods, never mark'd before I

Is it the brooding night 1

Is it the shivery creeping on the air.

That makes the home so tranquU and so fair,

O'erwhelming to my sight 1

All solemnised it seems.

And still'd, and darken'd in each time worn hue,

Since the rich, clustering roses met my view.

As now, by starry gleams.

And this high elm, where last

I stood and linger'd—where my sisters made
Our mother's bower—I deem'd not that it cast

So far and dark a shade !

How spirit-like a tone

Sighsthrough yon tree I My father'splace wasthere

At evening hours, while soft winds waved his hair

!

Now those gray locks are gone !

My soul grows faint with fear !

Even as if angel-steps had mark'd the sod.

I tremble whore I move—the voice of Ckxi

Is in the foliage hero I
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Is it indeed the night

That makes my home so awful 1 Faithless-hearted!

'Tis that from thine own bosom hath depai'tcd

The inborn, gladdening light

!

No outward thing is changed

;

Only the joy of purity is fled,

And, long from nature's melodies estranged,

Thou hear'st their tones with dread.

Therefore the calm abode,

By thy dark spirit, is o'erhimg with shade

;

And therefore, in the leaves, the voice of God
Makes thy sick heart afraid!

The night-flowers round that door

Still breathe pure fragrance on the untainted air

;

Thou, thou alone art worthy now no more

To pass, and rest thee there.

And must I turn away 1

—

Hark, hark !—it is my mother's voice I hear

—

Sadder than once it seem'd—yet soft and clear ;

—

Doth she not seem to pray 1

My name !—I caught the sound !

Oh ! blessed tone of love—the deep, the mild

!

Mother ! my mother ! now receive thy child :

Take back the lost and found !

A THOUGHT OF PARADISE.

"We receive but what we give.

And in our life alone does nature live

;

Ours is her wedding-garment, ours her shroud

;

And, would we aught behold of higher worth

Than that inanimate, cold world allow'd

To the poor, loveless, ever-anxious crowd.

Ah ! from the soul itselfmust issue forth

A hght, a glory, a fair luminous cloud.

Enveloping the earth

;

And f^om the soul itselfmust there be sent

A sweet and potent voice of its own birth,

Of all sweet sounds the life and element."—Cor.BHrn<;B.

Green spot of holy groimd

!

If thou couldst yet be found.

Far in deep woods, with all thy starry flowers

;

If not one sullying breath

Of time, or change, or death.

Had touch'd the vernal glory of thy bowers

;

Might our tired pilgrim-feet.

Worn by the desert's heat.

On the bright freshness of thy turf repose t

Might our eyes wander there

Through heaven's transparent air.

And rest on colours of the immortal rose 1

Say, would thy balmy skies

And fountain-melodies

Our heritage of lost delight restore

!

Could thy soft honey-dews

Through all our veins diffuse

The early, child-like, trustful sleep once more ?

And might we, in the shade

By thy tall cedars made.

With angel-voices high communion hold ?

Would their sweet, solemn tone

Give back the music gone.

Our Being's harmony, so jarr'd of old 1

Oh no !^thy sunny hours

Might come with blossom-showers,

All thy young leaves to spirit-lyres might thrill

;

But we—should we not bring

Into thy realms of spring

The shadows of our souls to haunt us still ?

What could thy flowers and airs

Do for our earth-bom cares 1

Would the world's chain melt off and leave us free 1

No !—past each living stream,

StUl would some fever-dream

Track the lorn wanderers, meet no more for thee!

Should wo not shrink with fear

If angel-steps were near.

Feeling our burden'd souls within us die ?

How might our passions brook

The stUl and searching look.

The starlike glance of seraph purity ?

Thy golden-fruited grove

Was not for pining love

;

Vain sadness would but dim thy crystal skies

!

Oh ! ihov, wert but a part

Of what man's exiled heart

Hath lost—the dower of inborn Pai'adise

!

LET US DEPART

!

[It is mentioned by Josephiis, that, a sliort time previous

to tlie destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans, tlie priests,

going by night into the inner court of the Temple to perform

their sacred ministrations at tlie feast of Pentecost, felt a

quailing, and heard a rushing noise, and, after that, a sound

as of a great multitude sajing, " Let us depart hence
!

"]

Night hung on Salem's towers,

And a brooding hush profound
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And shields of knighthood, pure from stain :

Gaze on, my English hoy !

Gaze where the hamlet's ivied church

Gleams by the antique elm,

Or where the minster lifts the cross

High through the air's blue realm.

Martyrs have shower'd their free heart's blood

That England's prayer might rise,

From those gray fanes of thoughtful years,

Unfetter'd, to the skies.

Along their aisles, beneath their trees.

This earth's most glorious dust,

Once fired with valour, wisdom, song.

Is laid in holy trust.

Gaze on—gaze farther, farther yet

—

My gallant English boy I

Yon blue sea bears thy country's flag.

The bUlows' pride and joy !

Those waves in many a fight have closed

Above her faithful dead

;

That red-cross flag victoriously

Hath floated o'er their bed.

They perish'd—this green turf to keep

By hostile tread imstain'd.

These knightly halls inviolate.

Those churches unprofaned.

And high and clear their memory's light

Along our shore is set.

And many an answering beacon-fire

Shall there be kindled yet

!

Lift up thy heart, my English boy !

And pray, like them, to stand.

Should God so summon thee, to guard

The altars of the land.

TO THE BLUE ANEMONE.

Flower of starry clearness bright 1

Quivering urn of colour'd light

!

Hast thou drawn thy cup's rich dye

From the intcnseness of the sky ?

From a long, long fervent gaze

Through the year's first golden days,

Up that blue and silent deep,

Wliere, like things of sculptured sleep,

Alaba.ster clouds repose.

With the simshine on their snows ?

Thither was thy heart's love turning.

Like a censer ever burning.

Till the purple heavens in thee

Set their smile. Anemone J

Or can those warm tints be caught

Each from some quick glow of thought ?

So much of bright eoul there seems

In thy bendings and thy gleams.

So much thy sweet life resembles

That which feels, and weeps, and trembles,

I could deem thee spirit-fill'd,

As a reed by music thrill'd.

When thy being I behold

To each loving breath unfold.

Or, Hke woman's willowy form.

Shrinkbefore thegathering storm !

I could ask a voice from thee,

Delicate Anemone

!

Flower ! thou seem'st not bom to die

With thy radiant purity.

But to melt in air away.

Mingling with the soft Spring-day,

When the crystal heavens are still.

And faint azure veils each hill.

And the lime-leaf doth not move.

Save to songs that stir the grove,

And earth all glorified is seen.

As imaged in some lake serene

;

—Then thy vanishing should be.

Pure and meek Anemone !

Flower ! the laurel still may shed

Brightness round the victor's head

;

And the rose in beauty's hair

Still its festal glory wear

;

And the willow-leaves drop o'er

Brows which love sustains no more :

But by living rays refined.

Thou, the trembler of the wind,

Thou the spiritual flower.

Sentient of each breeze and shower.

Thou, rejoicing in the skies.

And transpierced with all their dyes;

Breathing vase, with light o'erflowing,

Gem-like to thy centre glov^ing,

Thou the poet's type shalt be.

Flower of soul. Anemone 1
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SCENES AND PASSAGES FROM
GOETHE.

SCENES FROM " TASSO."

[One of the many literary projects continiplnted by Mrs

Ilemnns iit this lime, was a series of German studies, con-

sisting of trnnsijitions of scenes and passages from some of tlie

most ceiebrated German uutliors, introduced and connected

l)y illustrative remarks. The only one of these papers which

slie ever completed, was that on Goethe's *' Tasso," published

in the ^ewMonUiltf Magazitie for January 1834; a paper which

well deserves attention, as it embodies so much of her indivi-

dual feeling with respect to the high and sacred mission of the

Poet ; as well as regarding that mysterious analogy between

the outer world of nature and the inner world of the heart,

which it was so peculiarly the tendency of her writings to

develop.

—

Memoir, pp. 272-3.]

The dramatic poem of " Tasso," though pre-

senting no changeful pageanta of many-coloiu^ed

life—no combination of stiniug incidents, nor

conflict of tempestuous passions—is yet rich in

interest for those who find

—

*' The still, sad music of humanity,

of ample powur

To chasten and subdue."

It is a picture of the struggle between elements

which never can assimilate—powers whose do-

minion is over spheres essentially adverse ; be-

tween the spirit of poetry and the spirit of the

world. Why is it that this collision is almost in-

variably fatal to the gentler and the holier nature?

Some master-minds have, indeed, winged their

way through the timiults of crowded life, like the

sea-bird cleaving the storm from which its pinions

come forth unstained ; but there needs a celestial

panoply, with which few indeed are gifted, to bear

the heirs of genius not only unwounded, but un-

soUed, through the battle ; and too frequently the

result of the poet's lingering afar from his better

home has been mental degradation and untimely

death. Let us not bo luiderstood as requiring for

his wellbeing an absolute seclusion from the world

and its interests. His nature, if the abiding-place

of the true light be indeed within him, is endowed

above all others with the tcnderest and most

widely-embracing sympathies. Not alone from

"the things of the everlasting hills," from the

storms or the silence of midnight skies, will he

seek the grandeur and the beauty which have their

central residence in a far more majestic temple.

Mountains, and rivers, and mighty woods, the

cathedrals of nature—these will have their part in

liis pictures ; but their colouring and shadows will

not bo wholly the gift of rising or departed suns.

nor of the night with all her stars; it will be a vary-

ing sufiusion from the life within, from the glowing

clouds of thought and feeling, which mantle with

their changeful drapery all external creation.

•• We receive but what we give.

And in our life alone does nature live.*"

Let the poet bear into the recesses ofwoods and

shadovry hills a heart full-fraught with the sjth-

pathies which will have been fostered by inter-

course with his kind—a memory covered with the

secret inscriptions which joy and sorrow fail not

indelibly to write : then will the voice of every

stream respond to him in tones of gladness or

melancholy, accordan t with those of his own soul

;

and he himself, by the might of feelings intensely

human, may breathe the living spirit of the oracle

into the resounding cavern or the whispering oak.

We thtis admit it essential to his high office, that

the chambers of imagery in the heart of the poet

must be filled with materials moulded from the

sorrows, the affections, the fiery trials, and im-

mortal longings of the human soul. Where love,

and faith, and anguish, meet and contend—where

the tones of prayer are wrung from the suffering

spirit— f/iere lie his veins of treasure ; there are

the sweet waters ready to flow from the stricken

rock. But he will not seek them through the

gaudy and hiurying masque of artificial life ; he

will not bo the fettered Samson to make sport for

the sons and daughters of fashion. Whilst he

shuns no brotlierly communion with his kind, he

will ever reserve to his nature the power of ttlf-

commtmion— silent hours for

** The harvest of tlie quiet eye

That broods and sleeps on bis own heart,"

and inviolate retreats in the depths of liis being-

fountains lone and still, upon which only the eye

of Heaven shines down in its hallowed serenity.

So have those who make us " heirs of truth and

freedom by immortal lays," ever preserved the

calm, intellectual ether in which they live and

move from the taint of worldly infection ; and it

appears the object of Goethe, in the work before

us, to make the gifted spirit sadder and wiser by

the contemplation of one, which, having sold its

birthright, and stooped from its " privacy of glo-

rious light," is forced into perpetual contact with

things essentially of the earth earthy. Dante has

spoken ofwhat the Italian poets must have learned

but too feelingly under their protecting princes

—

the bitter taste of another's bread, the weary steps

bywhich the stairsofanother's house are ascended;

but it is suffering of a more spiritual nature which

is here portrayed. Would that tlio courtly patron-
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age, at the shrine of which the Italian muse has

so often waved her censer, had imposed no severer

tasks upon its votaries than the fashioning of the

snow statue which it required from the genius of

Michael Angelo ! Thestory of Tasso isfraughtwith

yet deeper meaning, though it is not from the

period of his most agonising trials that the ma-

terials of Goethe's work are drawn. The poet is

here introduced to us as a youth at the court of

Ferrara ; visionary, enthusiastic, keenly alive to

the splendour of the gorgeous world around him,

throwing himself passionately upon the current

of every newly-excited feeling ; a creature of sud-

den lights and shadows, of restless strivings after

ideal perfection, of exultations and of agonies.

Why is it that the being thus exhibited as endowed

with all these trembling capacities for joy and pain,

with noble aspirations and fervid eloquence, fails

to excite a more reverential interest, a more tender

admiration? He is wanting in dignity, in the sus-

taining consciousness of his own high mission ; he

has no city of refuge within himself, and thus

—

*' Every little living nerve,

That from bitter words doth swerve,"

has the power to shake his whole soul from its

pride of place. He is thus borne down by the

cold, triumphant worldUness of the courtier An-

tonio, from the collision with whom, and the mis-

taken endeavour of Tasso's friends to reconcile

natures dissimilar as the sylph and gnome of fan-

ciful creations, the conflicting elements of the

piece are chiefly derived. There are impressive

lessons to be drawn from the contemplation of

these scenes, though, perhaps, it is not quite thus

that we could have wished him delineated who
" poured his spirit over Palestine ;" and it is occa-

sionally almost too painful to behold the high-

minded Tasso, recognised by his country as sw/ien'or

with the sword and the pen to all men, struggling in

so ignoble an arena, and finally overpowered by so

unworthy an antagonist. This world is indeed

" too much with us," and but too powerful is often

its withering breath upon the ethereal natures of

love, devotion, and enthusiasm, which, in other

regions,

" May bear bright, golden flowers, but not in this soil."

Yet who has not known victorious moments, in

which the lightly-armed genii of ridicule have

quailed !—the conventional forms of life have

shnmk as a shrivelled scroll before the Ithuriel

touch of some generous feeling, some high and

overshadowing passion suddenly aroused from the

inmost recesses of the folded soul, and striking

the electric chain which mysteriously connects all

humanity? We could have wished that some such

thrilling moment had been here introduced by the

mighty master of Germany—something to relieve

the too continuous impression ofinherentweakness

in the cause of the vanquished—something of a

transmuting power in the soul of Tasso, to glorify

the clouds which accumulate around it—to turn

them into "contingencies of pomp" by the inter-

penetration of its own celestial light. Yet we ap-

proach with reverence the work of a noble hand;

and, whilst entering upon oiu: task of translation,

we acknowledge, in humility, the feebleness of all

endeavour to pour into the vase of another lan-

guage the exquisitely subtle spirit of Goethe's

poetry—to transplant and naturalise the deUcate

felicities of thought and expression by which this

piece is so eminently distinguished.

The visionary rapture which takes possession of

Tasso upon being crowned vrith laurel by the

Princess Leonora d'Este, the object of an affec-

tion which the youthful poet has scarcely yet

acknowledged to himself, is thus portrayed in

one of the earlier scenes :

—

" Let me then bear the burden of my bliss

To some deep grove that oft hath veU'd my grief

;

There let me roam in solitude : no eye

Shall then recall the triumph undeserved.

And if some shining fountain suddenly

On its clear mirror to my sight should give

The form of one who, strangely, brightly crown'd.

Seems musing in the blue reflected heaven.

As it streams down through rocks and parted trees.

Then will I dream that on the enchanted wave

I see Elysium pictured ! I will ask

Who is the bless'd departed one ?—the youth

From long past ages with his glorious wreath ?

Who shall reveal his name'!—who speak his worth!

Oh ! that another and another there

Might press, with him to hold bright communing !

Might I but see the minstrels and the chiefs

Of the old time on that pure fountain-side.

For evermore inseparably link'd

As they were link'd in life ! Not steel to steel

Is bound more closely by the magnet's power

Than the same striving after lofty things

Doth bind the bard and warrior. Homer's life

Was self-forgetfulness—he pour'd it forth.

One rich libation to another's fame :

And Alexander through th' Elysian grove

To seek Achilles and his poet flies.

Might I behold their meeting !"

But he is a reed shaken with the wind. Antonio
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reaches the Court of Ferram at this crisis, in all

the importance of a successful negotiation with

tlio Vatican. Ho strikes down the wing of the

[loot's delicate imagination with tlic arrows of a

cai'oloss iron}', and Tasso is for a time completely-

dazzled and overpowered by the worldly science

of the skilful diplomatist. The deeper wisdom

of his own simplicity is yet veiled from his eyes.

Life seems to pa.ss before him, as portrayed by

the discoui-se of Antonio, like a mighty triumphal

procession, in the exulting movements and clarion-

sounds of whicli he alone has no share ; and at

last the forms of beauty, peopling his own spiritual

world, seem to dissolve into clouds, even into

faint shadows of clouds, before the strong glare

of the external world, leaving his imagination as

a desolate house, wlienco light and music have

departed. He thus pours forth, when alone with

the Princess Leonora, the impressions produced

upon him by Antonio's descriptions :

—

They still disturb my heart

—

Still do thoy crowd my soul lumultuously

—

The troubling images of that vast world.

Which—living, restless, fearful as it is

—

Yet, at the bidding of one master-mind,

E'en as commanded by a demigod.

Seems to fulfil its course. With eagerness.

Yea, with a strange delight, my soul drank in

The strong words of the experienced ; but, alas !

The more I listcn'd, still the more I sank

In mine own eyes ; I seem'd to die away

As into some faint echo of the rocks

—

A shadowy sound—a nothing !

There is something of a very touching beauty

in the character of the Princess Leonora d'Este.

She does not, indeed, resemble some of the lovely

beings delineated by Shakspearo— the females,

" graceful without design, and unforeseeing," in

whom, even under the pressure of heaviest cala-

mity, it is easiy to discern the existence of the

sunny and gladsome nature which would spring

up with fawn-like buoyancy were but the crushing

weight withdrawn. The spirit of Leonora has

been at once elevated and subdued by early trial

:

high thoughts, like messengers from heaven, have

been its visitants in the solitude of the sick-

chamber ; and looking upon life and creation, as

it were, through the softening veil of remembered
suffering, it has settled into such majestic loveli-

ness as the Italian painters delight to shadow
forth on the calm brow of their Madonna. Its

very tenderness is selfresignation ; its inner

existence serene, yet sad—"a being breathing

thoughtful breath." She is worshipped by the poot

as his tutelary angel, and her secret affection for

him might almost become that character. It has

all the deep devotedness of a woman's heart, with

the still purity of a seraphic guardian, taking no

part in the passionate dreams ofearthly happiness.

Slie feels his genius with a reverential apprecia-

tion ; she watches over it with a religious tender-

ness, for ever interposing to screen its unfolding

powei-s from every ruder breath. She rejoices

in his presence as a flower filling its cup with

gladness from the morning light
; yet, preferring

hia wellbeing to all earthly things, she would

meekly offer up, for the knowledge of his distant

happiness, even the fulness of that only and unut-

terable joy. A deep feeling of woman's lot on earth

—the lot ofendurance and of sacrifice—seems ever

present to her soul, and speaks characteristically

in these lines, with which she rephes to a wish of

Tasso's for the return of the golden age :—

When earth has men to reverence female hearts.

To know the treasure of rich truth and love,

Set deep within a high-soul'd woman's breast

;

WTicn the remembrance of our summer prime

Keeps brightly in man's heart a holy place
;

When the keen glance that piercesthrough somuch
Looks also tenderly through that dim veil

By time or sickness hung round drooping forms
;

Wlien the possession, stilling every wish.

Draws not desire away to other wealth

—

A brighter dayspring then for ns may dawn,

Then may we solemnise our golden age.

A character thus meditative, affectionate, and

self-secluding, would naturally bo peculiarly sen-

sitive to the secret intimations of coming sorrow.

Forebodings of evil arise in her mind from the

antipathy so apparent between Tasso and Antonio

;

and, after learning that the cold, keen irony of the

latter has irritated the poet almost to frenzy, she

thus, to her friend Leonora de Sanvitale, re-

proaches herself for not having listened to the

monitory wliispers of her soul :

—

Alas ! that we so slowly learn to heed

The secret signs and omens of the breast

!

An oracle speaks low within our hearts

—

Low, still, yet clear, its prophet-voice forewaruB

What to pursue, what shun.

Yes ! my whole soul misgave me silently

When he and Tasso met.
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She admits to her Mend the necessity for hia

departure from Ferrara ; but thus reverts, with

fondly-clinging remembrance, to the time when
he first became known to her :

—

Oh! mark'd and singled was the hour when first

He met mine eye ! Sickness and griefjust then

Had pass'd away ; from long, long sufiiering freed,

I lifted up my brow, and silently

Gazed upon Ufe again. The sunny day.

The sweet looks of my kindred, made a hght

Of gladness round me, and my freshen'd heart

Drank the rich, healing balm of hope once more.

Then onward, through the glowing world, I dared

To send my glance, and many a kind, bright shape

There beckon'd from afar. Then first the youth.

Led by a sister's hand, before me stood,

And my soul clung to him e'en then, friend

!

To cling for erermore.

Leo. Lament it not.

My princess!—to have known heaven's gifted ones

Is to have gather'd into the full soul

Inalienable wealth

!

Prin. Oh, precious things !

The richly graced, the exquisite, are things

To fear, to love with trembling ! Beautiful

Is the pure flame when on thy hearth it shines.

When in the friendly torch it gives thee light,

How gracious and how calm !—but, once unchain'd,

Lo ! ruin sweeps along its fatal path!

She then announces her determination to make

the sacrifice of his society, in which alone her

being seems to find its full completion.

Alas, dear friend ! my soul indeed is fix'd

—

Let him depart ! Yet cannot I but feel

Even now the sadness of long days to come

—

The cold void left me by a lost delight

!

No more shall sxmrise from my opening eye

Chase his bright image glorified in dreams

;

Glad hope to see him shall no longer stir

With joyous flutterings my scarce-waken'd soiil;

And vainly, vainly, through yon garden bowers,

Amidst the dewy shadows, my first look

Shall seek his form ! How blissful was the thought

With him to share each golden evening's peace

!

How grew the longing, hour by hour, to read

His spirit yet more deeply ! Day by day

How my own being, timed to happiness.

Gave forth a voice of finer harmony !—

Now is the twihght-gloom around me fallen

:

The festal day, the sun's magnificence.

All riches of this many-colour'd world.

What are they now ?—dim, souUess, desolate

!

Veil'd in the cloud that sinks upon my heart.

Once was each day a life !—each care was mute,

Even the low boding hush'd within the soul

;

And the smooth waters of a gliding stream.

Without the rudder's aid, bore lightly on

Our fiiiry bark ofjoy !

Her companion endeavours, but in vain,

console her.

to

Leon. If the kind words of friendship cannot

soothe.

The stm, sweet influences of this fair world

ShaU win thee back unconsciously to peace.

Prin. Yes ! beautiful it is, the glowing world

!

So many a joy keeps flitting to and fi«

In all its paths, and ever, ever seems

One step, but one, removed ; till our fond thirst

For the stUl fading fountain, step by step,

Lures to the grave ! So seldom do we find

What seem'd by Nature moulded for our love.

And for our bliss endow'd—or, if we find.

So seldom to our yearning hearts can hold

!

That which once freely made itself our own
Bursts from us !—that which eagerly we press'd

We coldly loose ! A treasure may be ours.

Only we know it not, or know, perchance,

Uncon-scious of its worth

!

But the dark clouds are gathering within the

spirit of Tasso itself, and the devotedness of affec-

tion would in vain avert their lightnings by the

sacrifice of all its own pure enjoyments. In the

solitary confinement to which the Duke has

sentenced him, as a punishment for his duel with

Antonio, his jealous imagination, like that of the

self-torturing Rousseau, pictures the whole world

as arrayed in one conspiracy against him, and he

doubts even of her ti-uth and gentleness whose

watching thoughts are all for his welfare. The

following passages afTectingly mark the progress

of the dark despondency which finally over-

whelms him, though the concluding lines of the

last are brightened by a ray of those immortal

hopes, the light of which we could have desired

to recognise more frequently in this deeply

thoughtful work.

PRESENTIMEirr OP HIS ECIS.

Alas ! too well 1 feel, too true a voice

Within me whispers, that the Mighty Power

Which, on sustaining wings of strength and joy.

Bears up the healthfixl spirit, will but cast
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Mine to the earth-

I must away

!

-will rend me utterly !-

ON A FRIENDS DECLARIXO HEBSELF USABLE TO

BECOGKISE BUL

Rightly thou speak'st—I am myself no more

;

And yet in worth not less than I have been.

Seems this a dark, strange riddle 1 Yet, 'tis none

!

The gentle moon that gladdens thee by night

—

Thine eye, thy spirit irresistibly

Winning with beams of love—mark! how it floats

Through the day'sglare.apale andpowerlesscloud

!

I am o'ercome by the full blaze of noon

;

Te know me, and I know myself no more t

ON BECeia ADVISED TO BETBAIN FBOK COHFOSITION.

Vainly, too vainly, 'gainst the power I strive,

^Vhich, night and day, comes rushing through my
soul !

Without that pouring forth of thought and song

My life is life no more !

Wilt thou forbid the silkworm to spin on,

When hourly, with the labour'd line, he draws

Nearer to death. In vain !—the costly web
Must from his inmost being still be wrought.

Till he lies wrappd in his consummate shroud.

Oh ! that a gracious Grod to us may give

The lot ofthat bless'dworm !—to spread free wings,

And burst eiultingly on brighter life.

In a new realm of sunshine

!

He is at last released, and admitted into the

presence of the Princess Leonora, to take his

leave of her before commencing a distant journey.

Notwithstanding his previous doubts of her

interest in him, he is overcome by the pitying

tenderness of her manner, and breaks into a

strain of passionate gratitude and enthusiasm :

—

Thou art the same pure angel, as when first

Thy radiance cross'd my path ! Forgive, forpve.

If for a moment, in his blind despair.

The mortal's troubled glance hath readtheewrong!

Once more he knows thee ! His expanding soul

Flows forth to worship thee for evermore.

And his full heart dissolves in tenderness.

Is it false light which draws me on to thee 1

Is it delirium !—Is it thought inspired.

And grasping first high truth divinely clear 5

Yes ! 'tis even so—the feeling which alone

Can make me bless'd on earth I

The wildneas of his ecstasy at last terrifies his

gentle protectress &om him; he is forsaken by
all as a being lost in hopeless delusion, and, being

left alone to the insulting pity of Antonio, his

strength of heart is utterly subdued : he passion-

ately bewails his weakness, and even casts down
his spirit almost in wondering admiration before

the calm self-collectedness of his enemy, who
himself seems at last almost melted by the

extremity of the poet's desolation, as thus poured

forth:—

Can I then image no high-hearted man
Whose pangsand conflictshavesurpass'dmineown.

That my vex'd soul might win sustaining power

From thoughts of himt I cannot !—all is lost I

One thing alone remains, one mournful boon

:

Nature on us, her sufiiering children, showers

The gift of tears—the impassion'd cry of grief.

When man can bear no more ;—and with my woe,

With mine above all others, bath been link'd

Sad music, piercing eloquence, to pom-

All, -all its fulness forth ! To me a God
Hath given strong utterance for mine agony.

When others, in their deep despair, are mute

!

Thou standest calm and still, thou noble man I

I seem before thee as the troubled wave :

But oh ! be thoughtful !—in thy lofty strength

Exult thou not ! By nature's might alike

That rock was fix'd, that quivering wave was made
The sensitive of storm ! She sends her blasts

—

The living water flies—it quakes and swells.

And bows down tremblingly with breaking foam;

Yet once that mirror gave the bright sim back

In calm transparence—once the gentle stars

Lay still upon its undulating breast

!

Now the sweet peace is gone—the glory now
Departed from the wave ! I know myself

No more in these dark perils, and no more

I blush to lose that knowledge. From the bark

Is wrench'd the rudder, and through all its frame

The quivering vessel groans. Beneath my feet

The rocking earth gives way—to thee I cling

—

I grasp thee with mine arms. In wild despair

So doth the struggling sailor clasp the rock

Whereon he perishes

!

And thus painfiilly ends this celebrated drama,

the catastrophe being that of the spiritual wreck

within, unmingled with the terrors drawn from

outward circumstances and change. The ma-

jestic lines in which Byron has embodied the

thoughts of the captive Tasso, will form a fine
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contrast aud relief to the music of despair with

which Goethe's work is closed :

—

" All this hath somewhat worn me, and may wear,

But must be borne. I stoop not to despair

;

For I have baffled with mine agony,

And made me wings wherewith to overfly

The narrow circus of my dungeon-wall

;

And freed the Holy Sepulchre from thrall

;

And revell'd among men and things divine,

And pour'd my spirit over Palestine,

In honour of the sacred war for Him,

The God who was on earth and is in heaven
;

For He hath strengthen'd me in heart and Umb.

That through this sufferance I might be forgiven,

I have employ'd my penance to record

How Salem's shrine was won, and how adored."

SCENES FROM "IPHIGENIA,"

A rEAGMENT.

There is a charm of antique grace, of the ma-

jestic repose resulting from a faultless symmetry,

about the whole of this composition, which in-

clines us to rank it as among the most consum-

mate works of art ever achieved by the master-

mind of its author. The perfection of its design

and finish is analogous to that of a Grecian

temple, seen as the crown of some old classic

height, with all its pure outlines—all the delicate

proportions of its airy pillars—brought into bold

relief by the golden sunshine, and against the

unclouded blue of its native heavens. Complete

within itself, the harmonious edifice is thus also

to the mind and eye of the beholder ; they are

filled, and desire no more—they even feel that

more would be but encumbrance upon the fine

adjustment of tlie well-ordered parts constituting

the graceful whole. It sends no vague dreams to

wander through infinity, such as are excited by
a Gothic minster, where the slight pinnacles

striving upward, like the free but still baffled

thought of the architect—the clustering pillars

and high arches imitating the bold combinations

of mysterious forests—the many-branching cells,

and long visionary aisles, of which waving torch-

light or uncertain glimpses of the moon seem the

fittest illumination—ever suggest ideas of some

conception in the originally moulding mind, far

more vast than the means allotted to human
accomplishment— of struggling endeavour, and

painfully submitted will. Akin to the spirit of

such creations is that of the awful but irregular

Faust, and other works of Goethe, in which the

restless questionings, the lofty aspirations, and

dark misgivings of the hmnan soul, are perpetu-

ally called up to " come like shadows, so depart,"

across the stormy splendours of the scene ; and

the mind is engaged in ceaseless conflict with

the intenninable mysteries of life. It is other-

wise with the work before us : overshadowed, as

it were, by the dark wings of the inflexible Des-

tiny which hovers above the children of Tantalus,

the spirit of the imaginary personages, as well as

of the reader, here moves acquiescently within

the prescribed circle of events, and is seldom

tempted beyond, to plunge into the abyss of

general speculations upon the lot of humanity.

JOY OP PTI.ADES ON HEAKISG HIS NATIVE

LANGUAGE.

sweetest voice ! bless'd familiar sound

Of mother-words heard in the stranger's land !

1 see the blue hills of my native shore.

The far blue hills again ! those cordial tones,

Before the captive bid them freshly rise

For ever welcome ! Oh, by this deep joy,

Know the true son of Greece !

EXCLAMATIONS OF IPHIGENIA ON SEEING HER

BROTHER.

Oh, hear me ! look upon me ! How my heart,

After long desolation, now unfolds

Unto this new delight, to kiss thy head.

Thou dearest, dearest one of all on earth !

To clasp thee with my arras, which were but thrown

On the void winds before ! Oh, give me way !

Give my soul's rapture way ! The eternal fount

Leaps not more brightly forth from cliff to cliff

Of high Parnassus, down the golden vale.

Than the strong joy bursts gushing from my heart.

And swells around me to a flood of bliss—

Orestes !— my brother !

m.
LOT OP MAN AND WOMAN COMPAEED BY IPHIGKNIA.

Man by the battle's hour immortalised

May fall, yet leave his name to living song

,

But of forsaken woman's countless tears,

\\Tiat recks the after-world ? The poet's voice

Tells naught of all the slow, sad, weary days,
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And long, long nights, through which the lonely

Pour'd itself forth, consumed itself away, [soul

lu passionate adjuringa, vain desires.

And ceaseless weepings for the early lost.

The loved and vanish'd !

LONOINO OF OEESTES FOB REP03E.

One draught from Lethe's flood !—reach me one

drauglit,

One last cool goblet fiU'd with dewy peace

!

Soon will the spasm of life departing leave

My bosom free ! Soon shall my spirit flow

Along the deep waves of forgetfulness,

Calmly and silently ! away to you.

Ye dead ! Ye dwellers of the eternal cloud !

Take home the son of earth, and let him steep

His o'envom senses in your dim repose

For evermore.

CONTINUATION OF OBESTES' SOLILOQUY.

Hark ! in the trembling leaves

Mysterious whispers ; hark ! a rushing sound

Sweeps through yon twilight depth !—e'en now
they come.

They throng to greet their guest ! Andwho are they

Rejoicing each with each in stately joy.

As a king's children gather'd for the hour

Of some high festival ! Exultingly,

And kindi-ed-like, and godlike, on they pass

—

The glorious, wandering shapes ! aged and young.

Proud men and royal women ! Lo ! my race

—

My sire's ancestral race !

RECORDS OF THE SPRING OP 1834.

[Tliese Bonneta, written in tlie montlia of April, Maj, and

June, were intended, togetlicr witti tlie Records of the

Autumn of 1834, to form a continuntion of tlie aeries entitled

** Sonnets, Devotional and Memorial."]

A VERNAL THOUGHT.

FESTAL Spring I midst thy victorious glow.

Far-spreading o'er the kindled woods and plains,

And streams, that bound to meet thee from their

chains,

Well might there lurk the shadow of a woe

For human hearts, and in the exulting flow

Of thy rich songs a melancholy tone.

Were we of mould all earthly

—

we alone,

Sever'd from thy gieat spell, and doom'd to go

Farther, still farther, from our sunny time.

Never to feel the breathings of our prime.

Never to flower again ! But we, Spring !

Cheor'd by deep spirit-whispers not of earth.

Press to the regions of thy heavenly birth, [sing.

As here thy flowers and birds pressou to bloom and

TO THE SKY.

Far from the rustlings of the poplar-bough.

Which o'er my opening life wild music made.

Far from the green hUls with their heathery glow

And flashingstreams wherebymy childhood play'd

;

In the dim city, midst the sounding flow

Of restless life, to thee in love I turn

thou rich Sky ! and from thy splendours learn

How song-birds come and part, flowers wane and

blow.

With thee all shapes of glory find their home,

And thou hast taught me well, majestic dome

!

By stars, by simsets, by soft clouds which rove

Thy blue expanse, or sleep in silvery rest,

That Nature's God hath left no spot unbless'd

With fotints of beauty for the eye of love.

ON RECORDS OF IMMATURE GENIUS.'

Oh ! judge in thoughtful tenderness of those

Who, richly dower'd for life, are call'd to die

Ere the soul's flame, through storms, hath won
In truth's divinest ether, still and high ! [repose

Let their mind's riches claim a trastful sigh

!

Deem them but sad, sweet fragments of a strain.

First notes of some yet struggling harmony.

By the strong rush, the crowding joy and pain

Of many inspirations met, and held [swell'd

From its true sphere,—oh ! soon it might have

MsyesticaUy forth ! Nor doubt that He,

Whose touch mysterious may on earth dissolve

Those links of music, elsewhere will evolve

Their grand consummatehymn, from passion-gusts

made free

!

^ Written after reading some of tiie earlier poems of the

late Mn Tighe, which had been lent ber in manuscript
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ON WATCHING THE FLIGHT OF A
SKY-LARK.

Upward and upward still !—in pearly light

The clouds are steep'd ! the vernal spirit sighs

With bliss in every wind, and crystal skies

Woo thee, bird ! to thy celestial height.

Bird, piercing heaven with music ! thy free flight

Hath meaning for all bosoms ; most of all

For those wherein the rapture and the might

Of poesy lie deep, and strive, and burn.

For their high place. heii-s of genius ! learn

From the sky's bird your way ! No joy may fill

Your hearts, no gift of holy strength be won
To bless your songs, ye children of the sun ! [still

!

Save by the imswerving flight, upward and upward

A THOUGHT OF THE SEA.

Mt earliest memories to thy shores are bound,

Thy solemn shores, thou ever-chanting main !

The first rich sunsets, kindling thought profound

In my lone being, made thy restless plain

As the vast, shining floor of some dread fane,

All paved with glass and fire. Yet, blue deep !

Thou that no trace of human hearts dost keep.

Never to thee did love with silveiy chain

Draw my soul's dream, which through all nature

sought

\Vliat waves deny,—some bower of steadfast bliss,

A home to twine with fancy, feeUng, thought.

As with sweet flowers. But chasten'd hopefor this

[1 The sight .and sound of the sea were always connected in

her mind with melanclioly associations ; with

" Doubt, and something dark.

Of the old sea some reverential fear ;
"

with images of storm and desolation, of ship\vreck and sea-

burial : the last, indeed, was so often present to her imagina-

tion, and has so frequently been introduced into her poetry,

that any one inclined to superstitious presentiments might

almost have been disposed to fancy it a foreshadowing of

some such dark fate in store either for herself or for some one

dear to her. These associations, like those awakened by the

wind, wer« perfectly distinct from any thing of personal timi-

dity, and were the more indefinable, as she had never suffered

any calamity at all connected with the sea : none of those she

loved had been consigned to its reckless wjiters, nor had she

ever seen it in all its terrors, for the coast on which her early

years were passed is by no means a rugged or dangerous one,

and is seldom visited by disaster.

"Are all these notes in thee, wild wind ! these many notes in thee ?

Far in our own unfathom'd souls their fount must surely be

;

Yes ! buried, but unsleeping there, thought watches, memory lies.

From whose deep um tlie tones are poured through alt earth's

harmonies.**

Now turns from earth's green valleys,as from thee.

To that sole changeless world, where "there is no

more sea."'

DISTANT SOUND OF THE SEA AT
EVENING.

Yet, rolling far up some green motmtarn-dale.

Oft let me hear, as ofttimes I have heard.

Thy swell, thou deep ! when evening calls the bird

And bee to rest ; when summer-tints grow pale,

Seen through the gathering of a dewy veil

;

And peasant-steps are hastening to repose.

And gleaming flocks lie down, and flower-cups close

To the last whisper of the falling gale.

Then midst the dying of all other sound,

When the soul hears thy distant voice profound.

Lone worshipping, and knows that through the

night

'Twill worship still, then most its anthem-tone

Speaks to otu* being of the Eternal One,

Who girds tired nature with unslumbering might.

THE RIVEB CLWYD IN NORTH WALES.

Cambrian river ! with slow music gliding

By pastoral hills, old woods, and ruin'd towers

;

Now midst thy reeds and golden willows hiding.

Now gleaming forth by some rich bank of flowers ;

Id one of her later sonnets on this subject, a chord is struck

which may perhaps find an echo in other bosoms :

—

" Yet, O blue deep !" etc.

The same feeling is expressed in one of her letters :
—" Did

you ever observe how strangely sounds and images of waters

—rushing torrents, and troubled ocean-waves, are mingled

with the visionary disti-esses of dreams and delirium ? To me
there is no more perfect emblem of peace than that expressed

by the Scriptural phrase, * There shall be no more sea.*
"

How forcible is the contrast between the essential woman-
liness of these associations, so full of *' the still, sad music of

humanity," and the ** stern delight" with which Lord Byrt>n,

in his magnificent apostrophe to the Sea, exults in its ministry

of wrath, and recounts, as with a fierce joy, its dealings with

its victim, man

!

" The vile strength he wields

For earth's destruction, thou dost all despise.

Spuming him from thy bosom to the skies.

And send'fit him, shivering in thy playful spray.

And howling, to liis Gods, where haply hes

nis petty hope in some near port or bay.

And dashest him again to earth—there let him lay.**

Chiujk B^aOLD. j
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Long flow'd tho current of my life's clear hours

Onwai-d with thiiic, whoso voice yet haunts my
dream,

Tho' time aud change, and other mightier powers,

Far from thy side have borne mo. Thou, smooth

stream

!

Art winding still tliy sunny meads along,

Murmm-ing to cottiigo and gray hall thy song.

Low, sweet, unchimgcd. J/ybeing'stide hath pass'd

Through rocks and storms; yet will I notcomplain.

If, thus wrought free and pure from earthly stain.

Brightly its waves may reach their parent-deep

at last.

ORCHARD-BLOSSOMS.

Doth thy heart stir within thee at the sight

Of orchard-blooms upon tho mossy bough? [glow

Doth their sweet household-smile waft back the

Ofchildhood's morn—the wondering, fresh deUght

In earth's new colouring, then all strangely bright,

A joy of fairyland ? Doth some old nook,

Haunted by visions of thy first-loved book.

Rise on thy soul, with faint-strcak'd blossomswhite

Shower'd o'er the turf, and the lone primrose-knot.

And robin's nest, stUl faithful to the spot,

Aud the bee's dreary chime ? gentle friend !

Tho world's cold breath, not Time's, this life be-

reaves

Of vernal gifts : time hallows what he leaves,

And will for us endear spring-memories to the end.

8th May.

TO A DISTANT SCENE.

Still are the cowslips from thy bosom springing,

O far-off, grassy dell t—and dost thou see.

When southern winds first wake their vernal sing-

The star-gleam of the wood anemone

!

[iug,

Doth the shy ringdove haunt thee yet] the bee

Hang on thy flowers as when I breathed farewell

To their wild blooms 1 and, round my beechen tree.

Still, in green softness, doth the moss-bank swell?

Oh, strange illusion ! by the fond heart wrought,

Whose own warm life suffuses nature's face I

[1 It would have been very dear to her, could she have fore-

seen the delicate and appropriate commemoration awarded to

her by Mr Wordsworth, in the elegiac stanzas which record

the high names of some of his most distinguishe<l contem-

poraries, (Scott, Coleridge, Lamb, Crabbe, and Uogg,)

My being's tide of many-colour'd thought

Hath pass'd from thee; and now, rich, leafy plucel

I paint thee oft, scai'ce consciously, a scene.

Silent, forsaken, dim, shadow'd by what hath been.

A REMEMBRANCE OF GRASMERE."

VALE and lake, within your mountain-m-n

Smiling so tranquilly, and set so deep !

Oft doth your dreamy loveliness return.

Colouring the tender shadows of my sleep

With light Elysian ; for the hues that steep

Your shores in melting lustre, seem to float

On golden clouds from spirit-lands remote,

Isles of the blest ; and in our memory keep

Their place with holiest harmonies. Fair scene,

Most loved by evening and her dewy star

!

Oh ! ne'er may man, with touch unhallow'd, jar

The perfect music of thy charm serene !

Still, still unchanged, may mte sweet region wear

Smiles that subdue the soul to love, and tears,

and prayer.

THOUGHTS CONNECTED WITH TREES.

Tbees, gracious trees !—how rich a gift ye are.

Crown of tho earth ! to human hearts and eyes !

How doth the thought of home, in lands afar,

Link'd with yourformsandkindly whisperings rise

!

How the whole picture of a childhood lies

Oft midst your boughs forgotten, buried deep !

Till, gazing through them up the stmimer skies.

As hush'd we stand, a breeze perchance may creep.

And old, sweet leaf-sounds reach the inner world

Where memory coils—and lo ! at once unfurl'd,

The past, a glowing scroll, before our sight

Spreads clear; while, gushing from their long-

seal'd urn, [return.

Young thoughts, pure dreams, undoubting prayers

And a lost mother's eye gives back its holy light.

THE SAME.

And ye are strong to shelter !—all meek things,

All that need home and covert, love your shade 1

summoned in quick succession " to the land whence none

return :*'

—

" Mourn rather for that holy uplrit,

Swe«t as the upring, aa ocenn deep.

For her who, ere her summer Ihded,

Uaa tunk iuto a brvalhleM ilMp.**l
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Birds of shy song, and low-voiced quiet springs,

And nun-like violets, by the winds betray'd.

Childhood beneath your fresh green tents hath

play'd [sought

With his first primrose-wreath : there love hath

A veiling gloom for his iinutter'd thought

;

And silent grief, of day's keen glare afraid,

A refuge for her tears ; and ofttimes there

Hath lone devotion found a place of prayer,

A native temple, solemn, hush'd, and dim

;

For wheresoe'er your murmuring tremours thrill

The woody twilight, there man's heart hath still

Confess'd a spirit's breath, and heard a ceaseless

hymn.

ON KEADING PAUL AND VIRGINIA IN

CHILDHOOD.

GENTLE story of the Indian isle !

1 loved thee in my lonely childhood well

On the sea-shore, when day's last, purple smile

Slept on the waters, and their hollow swell

And dying cadence lent a deeper spell

Unto thine ocean-pictures. Midst thy palms

And strange bright birds, my fancy joy'd to dwell,

And watch the southern cross through midnight

calms,

And track the spicy woods. Yet more I bless'd

Thy vision of sweet love—kind, trustful, true.

Lighting the citron groves, a heavenly guest.

With such pure smiles as Paradise once knew.

Even then my young heart wept o'er this world's

power

To reach with blight that holiest Eden-flower.

A THOUGHT AT SUNSET.

Stiil that last look is solemn ! though thy rays,

svm ! to-morrow will give back, we know.

The joy to nature's heart. Yet through the glow

Of clouds that mantle thy decline, our gaze

Tracks thee with love half-fearful : and in days

When earth too much adored thee, what a swell

Of mournful passion, deepening mighty lays.

Told'how the dj-ing bade thy light farewell,

sun of Greece ! glorious, festal sun !

Lost, lost !—for them thy golden hours were done,

' The sonnet *' To an flged Friend," first published in Mrs

Hemans'3 Poetical Remains, was addressed to Dr Perceval

of Dublin. The sonnet *' To the Datura Arborea," in the

same volume, was wTitten after seeing a superb specunen of I talents and virtues.

And darkness lay before them ! Happier far

Are we, not thus to thy bright wheels enchain'd.

Not thus for thy last parting unstistain'd

—

Heirs of a purer day, with its unsetting star.

IMAGES OF PATRIARCHAL LIFE.

Calm scenes of patriarch life ! how long a power

Your unworn pastoral images retain

O'er the true heart, which in its childhood's hour

Drank their pure freshness deep ! The camels' train

Winding in patience o'er the desert plain

—

The tent, the palm-tree, the reposing flock,

The gleaming fount, the shadow of the rock

—

Oh ! by how subtle, yet how strong a chain.

And in the influence of its touch how bless'd.

Are thesethings liuk'd, inmany athoughtful breast.

To household-memories,tliro'allchange endear'd!

—The matin bird, the ripple of a stream

Beside our native porch, the hearth-light's gleam,

The voices, earliest by the soul revered !

ATTRACTION OF THE EAST.

What secret current of man's nature turns

Unto the golden East with ceaseless flow 1

Still, where the sunbeam at its fountain bums.

The pilgrim-spirit would adore and glow

;

Rapt in high thoughts, though weary, faint, and

slow.

Still doth the traveller through the deserts wind.

Led by those old Chaldean stars, which know
Where pass'd the shepherd-fathers of mankind.

Is it some quenchless instinct, which from far

Still points to where our alienated home

Lay in bright peace ? thou true Eastern star

!

Saviour ! atoning Lord ! where'er we roam.

Draw still our hearts to thee, else, else how vain

Their hope, the fair lost birthright to r^ain !

TO AN AGED FRIEND.^

Not long thy voice amongst vis may be heard.

Servant of God !—thy day is almost done

;

that striking plant in Dr Perceval's beautiful greenhouie at

Annelield.

Dr Perceval died 3d March 1839, equally respected for hl<
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The charm now lingering in thy look and word

Is that which hangs about thy setting sun

—

That which the meekness of decay hath won

Still from reveling love. Yet doth the sense

Of life immortal^progress but begun

—

Pervade thy mien with such clear eloquence,

That hope, not sadness, breathes from thy decline

;

And the loved flowers which round thee smile

farewell

Of more than vernal glory seem to tell,

By thy pure spirit toucli'd with light divine
;

While we, to whom its parting gleams are given.

Forget the grave in ti-ustful thoughts of heaven.

A HAPPY HOUR.

[" Tlie * Thoughts' were published in the A'ew MonUtly

Maiiazine for Mnrch 183o, They are intensely individual.

One of tliem, on Ketzsch's design of the Angel of Death,

was suggested by an impressive description in Mrs Jameson's

• Visits and Slietches.' In anotlier, she speculates earnestly

and reverently upon the direction of the flight of tlie spirit

when the soul and body shall part; in others again, she

recura tenderly to the haunts and pleasures of childhood,

which had of late been present to her memory with more than

usual force and freshness. To these the following sonnet

refers, dated 21st May 1834, which, as far as I am aware, has

not hitherto been published."

—

Cuorlky's Munorials qfMrt
Hanant, p. 339-40.]

Oh ! what a joy to feel that, in my breast.

The founts of childhood's venial fancies lay

Still pure, though heavily and long repress'd

By early-blighted leaves, which o'er their way
Dark summer-storms had heaped. But free, glad

play

Once more was given them : to the sunshine's

glow,

And the sweet wood-song's penetratuag flow.

And to the wandering primrose-breath of May,

And the rich hawthorn-odours, forth they sprung.

Oh ! not less freshly bright, that now a thought

Of spiritual presence o'er them hung.

And of immortal life ! a germ, unwrought

In childhood's soul to powei^—now strong, serene.

And full of love and Ught, colouring the whole blest

scene.

FOLIAGE.

Come forth, and let us through our hearts receive

The joy of verdure ! See ! the houey'd lime

Showers cool green light o'er banks where wild-

flowers weave

Thick tapestry, and woodbine-tendrils climb

Up the brown oak from buds of moss and thyme.

The rich deep masses of the sycamore

Haug heavy with the fulness of their prime

;

And the white poplar, from its foliage hoar, [gale

Scatters forth gleams like moonlight, with each

That sweeps the boughs : the chestnut-flowers are

past.

The crowning glories of the hawthorn fail.

But arches of sweet eglantine are cast

From every hedge. Oh ! never may we lose,

Dear friend ! our fresh delight in simplest nature's

hues

!

2d June.

A PRAYER.

Father iuheaven ! fromwhom the simplest flower.

On the high Alps or fiery desert thrown.

Draws not sweet odour or young life alone,

But the deep virtue of an inborn power.

To cheer the wanderer in liis fainting hour

With thoughts of Thee—to strengthen, to infuse

Faith, love, and courage, by the tender hues

That speak thy presence ! oh, with such a dower

Gi-ace thou my song !—the precious gift bestow

From thy pure Spirit's treasury divine,

To wake one tear of purifying flow,

To soften one wrung heart for thee and thine

;

So shall the life breathed through the lowly strain

Be as the meek wild-flower's—if transient, yet not

vain.

PRAYER CONTINUED.

" WbAt in tne is dark.

Illumine ; whAt ll low, r«iH and •upport."— HiLTOK.

Far are the wings of intellect astray

That strive not. Father ! to thy heavenly scat ;

They rove, but mouut not, and the tempests beat

Still on their plumes. Source of mental day !

Chase from before my spirit's track tlio array

Of mists and shadows, raised by earthly care,

In troubled hosts that cross the purer air,

And veil the opening of the starry way^

Wliich brightens on to thee I Oh, guide thou right

My thought's weak pinion ; clear my inward sight,

The eternal springs of beauty to discern.

Welling beside thy throne ; unseal mine car.
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Nature's true oracles in joy to hear

;

Keep my soul wakeful still to listen and to learn.

MEMORIAL OF A COIfVERSATION.

Yes ! all things tell us of a birthright lost

—

A brightness from our nature pass'd away !

Wanderers we seem that from an alien coast

Would turn to where their Father's mansion lay

;

And but by some lone flower, that midst decay

Smiles mournfully, or by some sculptured stone.

Revealing dimly, with gray moss o'ergrown.

The faint, worn impress of its glory's day,

Can trace their once-free heritage, though dreams,

Fraught with its picture, oft in startling gleams

Flash o'er their souls. But One, oh ! One alone.

For us the ruin'd fabric may rebuild.

And bid the wilderness again be fill'd

With Eden-flowers—One mighty to atone !

27tb Junc.»

RECORDS OF THE AUTUMN OP 1834.

THE RETURN TO POETRY.

Once more the eternal melodies from far

Woo me Hke songs ofhome : once more discerning,

Through fitful clouds, the pure majestic star

Above the poet's world serenely burning.

Thither my soul, fresh-wing'd by love, is turning.

As o'er the waves the wood-bird seeks her nest,

[1 For this corrected chronology of these sonnets, we are

indebted totlieRev. R. P. Graves, Bowness; as also for some

improved readings, and the MS. of *' A Happy Hour."]

^ In reference to these two sonnets, Mrs Hemans thus

remarks in a letter to a friend ;
—" I wrote them only a few

days ago (almost the first awakening of my spirit, indeed,

after a long silence and darkness,) upon readingthat delight-

ful book of Pellico's, 3 which I borrowed in consequence of

what you had told me of it. I know not when I have read

any thing which has so deeply impressed me : the gradual

brightening of heart and soul into ' the perfect day ' of

Christian excellence through all those fiery trials, presents, I

think, one of the most touching, as well as instructing pictures

ever contemplated. How beautiful is the scene between him

and Oroboni, in which they mutually engage to- shrink not

from the avowal of their faith, should they ever return into

the world ! But I could say so much on this subject, which

has quite taken hold of my thoughts, that it would lead me to

fill up my whole letter."

* *' Le mie Prigioni."

For those green heights of dewy stillness yearning,

Whence glorious minds o'erlook this earth'simrest.

Now be the Spirit of heaven's truth my guide

Through the bright land !—that no briefgladness,

found

In passing bloom, rich odour, or sweet sound.

May lure my footsteps from their aim aside

:

Their true, high quest—to seek, if ne'er to gain.

The inmost, purest shrine of that atigust domain.

9th September.

TO SILVIO PELLICO, ON HEADING HIS

"PRIGIONE."

There arewho climb themountain's heathery side.

Or, in Ufe's vernal strength triumphant, urge

The bark's fleet rushing through the crested surge.

Or spur the courser's fiery race of pride

Over the green savannahs, gleaming wide

By some vast lake
;
yet thus, on foaming sea,

Or chainless wild, reign far less nobly free

Than thou, in that lone dungeon, glorified

By thy brave suffering. Thou from its dark cell

Fierce thought and baleful passion didst exclude,

Filling the dedicated solitude

With God ; and where Mis Spirit deigns to dwell.

Though the worn frame in fetters withering lie.

There throned in peace divine is liberty !

TO THE SAME, RELEASED.'

How flows thy being now ]—like some glad hymn
One strain of solemn rapture !—doth thine eye

In another letter she spoke further of this book, as a
'* work with which I have been both impressed and delighted,

and one which I strongly recommend you to procure. It is

the Pripioni of Silvio Pellico, a distinguished young Italian

poet, who incurred the suspicions of the Austrian govern-

ment, and was condemned to the penalty of the carcere duro

during ten years, of which this roost interesting work contains

the narrative. It is deeply,affecting, from the heart-springing

eloquence with which he details his varied sufierings. What
forms, however, the great charm of the work, is the gradual

and almost unconsciously-revealed exaltation of the sufiferer's

character, spiritualised through suffering, into the purest

Christian excellence. It is beautiful to see the lessons of trust

in God, and love to mankind, brought out more and more into

shining light from the depth of the dungeon-gloom ; and all

this crowned at last by the release of the noble, all-forgiving

captive, and his restoration to his aged father and mother,

whose venerable faces seem perpetually to have haunted the

solitude of his cell. Tlie book is written in the most chissic

Itilian, and will, I am sure, be one to afford you lasting

delight."
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Wander through tears of voiceless feeling dim

O'er the crown'd Alps, that, midst the upper sky.

Sleep in the sunlight of thine Italy ]

Or is thy gaze of reverent love profound

Unto these dear, parental faces bound.

Which, with their silvery hair, so oft glanced by,

Haunting thy prison-dreams 1 Where'er thou art.

Blessings bo shed upon thine inmost heart

!

Joy, from kind looks, blue skies, and flowery sod,

For that pure voice of thoughtful wisdom sent

Forth from thy cell, in sweetness eloquent

Of love to man, and quenchless trust in Uod !

ON A SCENE IN THE DARGLE.»

'TwAS a bright moment of my life when first,

thou pure stream through rocky portals flowing!

That temple-chamber of thy glory burst

On my glad sight! Thy pebbly couch lay glowing

With deep mosaic hues ; and, richly throwing

O'er thy clifi'-walls a tinge of autumn's vest.

High bloom'd the heath-flowers, and the wildwood's

crest

Was touch'd with gold. Flow ever thus, bestowing

Gifts of delight, sweet stream ! on all who move
Gently along thy shores ; and oh ! if love

—

True love, in secret nursed, with sorrow fraught

—

ShoiJd sometimes bear his treasured griefs to thee.

Then full of kindness let thy music be.

Singing repose to every troubled thought

!

ON THE DATURA ARBOREA.

Majestic plant ! such fairy dreams as lie,

Nursed, where the bee sucks in the cowslip's bell.

Are not thy train. Those flowers ofvase-like swell.

Clear, large, with dewy moonlight fiU'd from high,

And in their monumental purity

Serenely drooping, round thee seem to draw

Visions link'd strangely with that silent awe
Which broods o'er sculpture's works. A meet ally

For those heroic forms, the simply grand

Art thou : and worthy, carved by plastic hand.

Above some kingly poet's-tomb to shine

In spotless marble ; honouring one whose stram

Soard, upon wings of thought that knew no stain.

Free through the starry heavens of truth divine.

1 A b«auUfu] valley In the county of Wicklow,

ON HEADING COLERIDGE'S EPITAPH,

WMTTEN BY HIMSELF.

" Stop, ChrlatUn piuwr-by I ttop, child ofGod

And read with gentle breast :
-- Beneath this sod

A Poet lies, or that which once seem'd be

:

Oh ! lift one thought In prajer fur S. T. C.

!

That be, who once In vain , with toll of breath,

Found death In life, may ben find life in death '

Mercy, for praise—to be fcrgiven, for famo—

lie ask'd and hoped through Christ. Do thou the same."

SriKrr ! so oft in radiant freedom soaring

High through seraphic mysteries unconfined,

And oft, a diver through the deep of mind.

Its caverns, far below its waves, exploring

;

And oft such strains of breezy music pouring.

As, with the floating sweetness of their sighs.

Could still all fevers of the heart, restoring

Awhile that freshness left in Paradise

;

Say, of those glorious wanderings what the goal 1

What the rich fruitage to man's kindred soul

From wealth of thine bequeathed 1 strong and

high,

And sceptred intellect ! thy goal confess'd

Was the Redeemer's Cross—thy last bequest

One lesson breathing thence profound humility

!

DESIGN AND PERFORMANCE.

Thet float before my soul, the fair designs

Which I would body forth to life and power.

Like clouds, thatwith theirwavering hues and lines

Portray majestic buildings :—dome and tower,

Bright spire, that through the rainbow and the

shower

Points to th' imchanging stars ; and high arcade.

Far-sweeping to some glorious altar, made
For holiest rites. Meanwhile the waning hour
Melts from me, and by ferventdrcams o'erwTought,

I sink. friend I link'd with each high thought!

Aid me, of those rich visions to detain

All I may grasp ; until thou see'st fulfiU'd,

While time and strength allow, my hope to build

For lowly hearts devout, but one enduring fane

!

18th October.

HOPE OF FUTURE COMMUNION WITH
NATURE.

If e'er again my spirit be allow'd

Converse with Nature in her chambers deep,
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Where lone, and mantled with the rolling cloud,

She broods o'er new-born waters, as they leap

In sword-like flashes down the heathery steep

From caves of mystery ;—if I roam once more

Where dark pines quiver to the torrent's roar.

And voiceful oaks respond;—may I not reap

A more ennobling joy, a loftier power.

Than e'er was shed on life's more vernal hour

From such communion? Yes! I then shall knov/

That not in vain have sorrow, love, and thought

Their long, still work of preparation wrought,

For that more perfect sense of God reveal'd below.

DREAMS OF THE DEAD.

On in still night-dreams a departed face

Bends o'er me with sweet earnestness of eye.

Wearing no more of earthly pains a trace.

But all the tender pity that may lie

On the clear brow of Immoi'tality,

Calm, yet profound. Soft rays Ulume that mien

;

Th' unshadow'd moonUght of some far-off sky

Around it floats transparently serene

As a pure veil of waters. rich Sleep !

The spells are mighty in thy regions deep.

To glorify with reconciling breath,

Effacing, brightening, giving forth to shine

Beauty's high truth ; and how much more divine

Thy power when link'd, in this, with thy strong

brother—Death !

THE POETRY OF THE PSALMS.

NoBLT thy song, minstrel ! rush'd to meet

Th' Eternal on the pathway of the blast.

With darkness round him as a mantle cast.

And cherubim to waft his flying seat.

Amidst the hills that smoked beneath his feet.

With trumpet-voice thy spirit call'd aloud,

And bade the trembling rocks his name repeat.

And the bent cedars, and the bursting cloud.

But far more gloriously to earth made known

By that high strain, than by the thunder's tone,

The flashing tori'ents, or the ocean's roll,

Jehovah spake, through thee inibreathing fire.

Nature's vast realms for ever to inspire

With the deep worship of a living soul.

DESPONDENCY AND ASPIRATION.

" Tar correr migllor acqua alza le vele,

Oiuai la navlcella del mio Intelletto."—Dakts.

Mr soul was mantled with dark shadows, bom
Of lonely Fear, disquieted in vain ;

Its phantoms hung around the star of mom,
A cloud-like, weeping train

:

Thro' the long day they dimm'd the autumn gold

On aU the glistening leaves, and wildly roU'd,

Whenthe last farewell flush of light was glowing

Across the sunset sky.

O'er its rich isles of vaporous glory throwing

One melancholy dye.

And when the solemn night

Came rushing with her might

Of stormy oracles from caves unknown.

Then with each fitful blast

Prophetic murmurs pass'd.

Wakening or answering some deep Sybil-tone

Far buried in my breast, yet prompt to lise

With every gusty wail that o'er the wind-harp flies.

" Fold, fold thy wings," they cried, " and strive

no more

—

Faint spirit ! strive no more : for thee too strong

Are outward ill and wrong.

And inward wasting fires ! Thou canst not soar

Free on a starry way.

Beyond their blighting sway.

At heaver's high gate serenely to adore !

How shouldst ilwu hope earth's fetters to unbind)

passionate, yet weak ! trembler to the wind

!

" Never shall aught but broken music flow

From joy of thine, deep love, or tearful woe

—

Such homeless notes as through the forest sigh.

From the reeds' hollow shaken.

When sudden breezes waken

Their vague, wild symphony.

No power is theirs, and no abiding-place

In human hearts; their sweetness leaves no trace

—

Born only so to die !

" Never shall aught but perfume, faint and vain.

On the fleet pinion of the changeful hour.

From thy bruised life again

A moment's essence breathe

;

Thy life, whose trampled flower

Into the blessed wreath

Of household-charities no longer bound.

Lies pale and withering on the barren ground.



DESPONDENCY AND ASPIRATION. 625

" So fade, fade on ! Thy gift of love shall cling

A coiling Badness round tliy heart and brain

—

A silent, fruitless, yet undying thing,

All sensitive to pain !

And still the shadow of vain dreams shall fall

O'er tliy mind's world, a daily darkening pall.

Fold, then, thy wounded wing, and sink subdued

In cold and uuropiniug quietude !

"

Then my soul yielded : spells of numbing breath

Crept o'er it heavy with a dew of death

—

ItspowerSjIikelcaves before the night-rain, closing;

And, as by conflict of wild sea-waves toss'd

On the chill bosom of some desert coast,

Mutely and hopelessly I lay .reposing.

'WTien silently it secm'd

As if a soft mist gleam'd

Before my passive sight, and, slowly cm-ling.

To many a shape and hue

Of vision'd beauty grow.

Like a wrought banner, fold by fold unfurling.

Oh ! the rich scenes that o'er mine inward eye

Unrolling then swept by
'\yith dreamy motion ! Silvery seas were there.

Lit by largo dazzling stai-s, and arch'd by skies

Of southern midnight's most transparent dyes;

And gemrn'd with many an island, wildly fair.

Which floated past me into orient day,

Still gathering lustre on th' illumin'd way,

Till its high gi-oves of wondrous flowering-trees

Colour'd the silvery seas.

And then a glorious mountain-chain uprose.

Height above spiry height

!

A soaring solitude of woods and snows.

All steep'd in golden light

!

While as it pass'd, those regal peaks unveiling,

I heard, raethought, a waving of dread wings.

And mighty sounds, as if the vision hailing.

From lyres that quiver'd through ten thousand

strings

—

Or as if waters, forth to music leaping

From many a cave, the Alpine Echo's hall.

On their bold way victoriously were sweeping,

Link'd in majestic anthemsl^while through all

That billowy swell and fall.

Voices, like ringing crystal, fiU'd the air

With inarticulate melody, that stirr'd

My being's core ; then, moulding into word
Their piercing sweetness, bade me rise, and bear

In that groat choral strain my trembling part.

Of tones by love and faith struck from a human
heart.

Return no more, vain bodings of the night

!

A happier oracle within my soul

Hath swcll'd to power ; a clear, unwavering light

Mounts through the battling clouds that round

And to a new control [me roll

;

Nature's full harp gives forth rejoicing tones,

^Vherein my glad sense owns

The accordant nish of elemental sound

To one consummate harmony profound

—

One grand Creation-Hymn,

Whose notes the seraphim

Lift to the glorious height of music wing'd and

crown'd.

Shall not those notes find echoes in my lyre,

Faithfid though faint ? Shall not my spirit's fire,

If slowly, yet unswervingly, ascend

Now to its fount and end 2

Shall not my earthly love, all purified.

Shine forth a heavenward guide.

An angel of bright power—and strongly bear

My being upward into holier air.

Where fiery passion-clouds have no abode.

And the sky's temple-arch o'erfiows mth God ?

The radiant hope new-bom
Expands like rising mom

In my life's life : and as a ripening rose

The crimson shadow of its glory throws

More vivid, hour by houi", on some pure stream

;

So from that hope are spreading

Rich hues, o'er nature shedding

Each day a clearer, spiritual gleam.

Let not those rays fade from me !—once enjoy'd.

Father of Spu-its ! let them not depart—
Leaving the chill'd earth, without form and void,

Darken'd by mine own heart

!

Lift, aid, sustain me ! Thou, by whom alone

All lovely gifts and pure

In the soul's grasp endure

;

Thou, to the steps of whose eternal throne

All knowledge flows— a sea for evermore
Breaking its crested waves on that sole shore—
Oh, consecrate my life I that I may sing

Of thee with joy that hath a living spring.

In a full heart of music ! Let my lays

Through theresounding mountainswaft thy praise,

And with that theme the wood's green cloisters fill.

And make their quivering, leafy dimness thrill

To the rich breeze of song ! Oh I let me wake
The deep religion, which hath dwelt from yoro

Silently brooding by lone cliff and lake.

And wildest river-shore 1
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And let me eumm-m all the voices dwelling

Where eagles build, and caveru'd lills are welling,

And where the cataract's organ-peal is swelling,

lu that one spirit gather'd to adore !

Forgive, Father ! if presumptuous thought

Too daringly in aspiration rise I

Let not thy child all vainly have been taught

By weakness, and by wanderings, and by sighs

Of sad confession ! Lowly bo my heart,

And on its penitential altar spread

The offerings worthless, till tliy grace impart

Thefire from heaven, whoso touch alone can shed

Life, radiance, virtue !—let that vital spark

Pierce my whole being, wilder'd else and dark !

Thine are all holy things—oh, make me thine !

So shall I, too, be pure—a living shrine

Unto that Spirit which goes forth from thee.

Strong and divinely free.

Bearing thy gifts of wisdom on its flight,

And brooding o'er them with a dove-like wing,

Till thought, word, song, to thee in worship spring.

Immortally endow'd for liberty and light.

[This exquisite poem wjia composed during tlie Autlior's

last illness ; and the fullowing account of her situation at the

time, from the pen of her sister, cannot fail to be read witli

a deep and painful interest. It is another forcible, visible

illustration of " the ruling passion strong in death." Happy,

as in her case, when the direction of the mind is towards all

that is liigli, pure, and excellent!

** A shuddering thrill pervaded her whole frame, and she

felt, as she often afterwards declared, a presentiment that

from that moment her hours were numbered. The same

evening she was attacked by a fit of ague ; and this insidious

and harassing complaint continued its visitations for several

weeks, reducing her poor, wasted form to the most lamentable

state of debility, and at length retiring only to make way for

a train of symptoms still more fatid and distressing. Yet,

while the work of decay w.as going on thus surely and pro-

gresiively upon the earthly tabernacle, the bright fiame

within continued to burn with a pure and holy light, and, at

times, even to flash fortli with more than wonted brightness.

The lyric of 'Despondency and Aspiration,' which may be

considered as her noblest and highest effort, and in which,

from a feeling that it might be her last work, slie felt anxious

to concentrate all her powers, was written during the few

intervals accorded her from acute suffering or powerless lan-

guor. And in the same circumstances she wTote, or rather

dictated, the series of sonnets called Tliouijhts during Sick-

ness, which present so interesting a picture of the calm, sub-

missive tone of her niiiid, whether engjiged in tender remem-

brances of the past, or in solemn and reverential speculations

on the future. The one entitled ' Sickness like Niglit' dis-

closes a view, no less affecting than consolatory, of the sweet

and blessed peace which hovered round the couch where

'Mutely am. hopelessly she lay repoainic.

*

"The lust sonnet of the series, entitled ' Recovery,' w.is

WTitten under temporary aj-.pearances of convalescence, which

proved as fugitive as they were fallacious."]

THE HUGUENOT'S FAREWELL.

I STAND upon the threshold stone

Of mine ancestral hall

;

I hear my native river moan

;

I see the night o'er my old forests fall.

I look round on the darkening vale

That saw my childhood's plays

;

The low wind in its rising wail

Hath a strange tone, a sound of other days.

But I must nde my swelling breast

:

A sign is in the sky !

Bright o'er yon gray rock's eagle-nest

Shines forth a warning star—it bids me fly.

My father's sword is in my hand,

His deep voice haunts mine ear

;

He tells me of the noble band

Whose lives have left a brooding glory here.

He bids their offspring guard from stain

Their pure and lofty faith
;

And yield up all things, to maintain

The cause for which they girt themselves to

death.

And I obey. I leave their towers

Unto the stranger's tread.

Unto the creeping grass and flowers,

Unto the fading pictures of the dead.

I leave their shields to slow decay,

Their banners to the dust

:

1 go, and only bear away

Their old majestic name

—

a solemn trust

!

I go up to the ancient hills,

Where chains may never be,

Wliere leap in joy the torrent-rills,

Wliere man may worship God, alone and free.

There shall an altar and a camp

Impregnably arise

;

There shall be lit a quenchless lamp.

To shine, unwavering, through the open

skies.

And song shall midst the rocks be heard,

And fearless prayer ascend

;

While, thrilling to God's holy word.

The mountain-pines in adoration bend.
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And thero the buruing heart no more

Its deep thought shall suppress.

But the long-buried tnith shall pour

Free currents thenee, amidst the wilderness.

Then faro thee -nell, my mother's bower 1

Farewell, my father's hearth !—

Perish my home ! where lawless power

Hath rent the tie of love to native earth.

Perish ! let deathlike silence fall

Upon the lone abode

;

Spread fast, dark ivy ! spread thy pall ;

—

I go up to the mountains with my God.

ANTIQUE GREEK LAMENT.'

Br the blue waters—the restless ocean-waters,

Restless as tlicy with their many-flashing surges,

Ix)nely I wander, weeping for my lost one 1

I pine for thee through all the joyless day

—

Through the long night I pine : the golden sun

Looks dim since thou hast left me, and the spring

Seems but to weep. Where art thou, my bcldved 1

Night after night, in fond hope A-igilant,

By the old temple on the breezy cliff, [stream'd

These hands have heap'd the watch-fire, till it

Red o'er the shining columns—darkly red

Along the crested billows !—but in vain :

Thy white sail comes not from the distant isles

—

Yet thou wert faithful ever. Oh ! the deep

Hath shut above thy head—that graceful head

;

The sea-weed mingles with thy clustering locks

;

The white sail never will bring back the loved !

By the blue waters—the restless ocean-waters,

Restless as they with their many-flashing surges.

Lonely I wander, weeping for my lost one I

Where art thou J—where ? Had I but lingering

press'd

On thy cold lips the last long kiss— but smooth'd

The parted ringlets of thy shining hair [still'd

With love's fond touch, my heart's cry had been

Into a voiceless grief : I would have strew'd

With all the pale flowers of the vernal woods

—

White violets, and the mournful hyacinth,

And frail anemone, thy marble brow,

^ The orijfinni title given to this poem was The Lament of

Alcyone, which was altered to its present one, on the sugges-

tion of a friend. It was written in November 1834.

In slumber beautiful I I would have heap'd

Sweet boughs and precious odours on thy pyre,

And with mine own shorn tresses hung thine urn,

And many a garland of the pallid rose

:

But thou liest far away 1 No funeral chant.

Save the wild moaning of the wave, is thine

:

No pyre—save, haply, some long-buried wreck

;

Thou thatwert fairest—thou that wert most loved

!

By the blue waters—the restless ocean-waters.

Restless as they with their many-flashing surges.

Lonely I wander, weeping for my lost one !

Come, in the dreamy shadow of the night,

And speak to me I E'en though thy voice be

changed,

My heart would know it still. Oh, speak to me I

And say if yet, in some dim, far-off world.

Which knows not how the festal sunshine burns.

If yet, in some pale mead of asphodel.

We two shall meet again ! Oh, I would qtiit

The day rejoicingly—the rosy light

—

All the rich flowers and fountains musical.

And sweet, familiar melodies of earth.

To dwell with thee below I Thou answerest not!

The powers whom I have call'd upon are mute

:

The voices buried in old whisper}' caves.

And by lone river-sources, and amidst

The gloom and mystery of dark prophet-oaks,

The wood-gods' haunt—they give me no reply !

All silent—heaven and earth ! For evermore

From the deserted mountains thou art gone

—

For ever from the melancholy groves.

Whose laurels wail thee with a shivering sound I

And I—I pine through all the joyous day,

Through the long night I pine—as fondly pines

The night's own bird, dissolving her lorn life

To song in moonlight woods. Thou hear'st me not

!

The heavens are pitiless of human tears :

The deep sea-darkness is about thy head

;

The white sail never will bring back the loved !

By the blue waters—the restless ocean-waters.

Restless as they with their many-flashing surges.

Lonely I wander, weeping for my lost one I

THOUGHTS DURING SICKNESS.

INTELLECTUAL POWERS.

Tbodoht ! Memory ! gems for ever heaping

High in the illumined chambers of the mind

—
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And thou, divine Imagination! keeping

Thy lamp's lone starmid shadowy hosts enshrined;

How in one moment rent and disentwined,

At Fever's fiery touch, apart they fall.

Your glorious combinations ! broken all,

As the sand-pillars by the desert's wind

Scatter'd to whirling dust ! Oh, soon uncrown'd

!

Well may your parting swift, your strange return,

Subdue the soul to lowliness profound,

Guiding its chasten'd vision to discern

Howbymeek Faith heaven's portals mustbe pass'd.

Ere it can hold your gifts inalienably fast.

SICKNESS LIKE NIGHT.

Thou art like Night, Sickness ! deeply stilling

Within my heart the world's disturbing sound.

And the dim quiet of my chamber filling

With low, sweet voices by Life's tumult drown'd.

Thou art like awful Niglit ! thou gatherest round

The things that are unseen—though close they lie;

And with a truth, clear, startling, and profound,

Giv'st their dread presence to our mental eye.

Thou art like starry, spiritual Night !

High and immortal thoughts attend thy way.

And revelations, which the common light

Brings not, though wakening with its rosy ray

All outward life:—Be welcome, then, thy rod,

Before whose touch mysoul unfolds itself to God.

ON EETZSCH'S DESIGN OF THE ANGEL
OF DEATH.!

Weix might thine awful image thus arise

With that high calm upon thy regal brow.

And the deep, solemn sweetness in those eyes.

Unto the glorious artist ! Who but thou

The fleeting forms of beauty can endow

Forhim with permanence! who make those gleams

Of brighter life, that colour his lone dreams,

Immortal things ! Let others trembling bow.

Angel of Death ! before thee ;—not to those

Whose spirits with Eternal Truth repose,

1 This sonnet was suggested by the following passage out of

Mrs Jameson's VifiU and Skeichct at Home and Abroad, in

a description she gives of a visit paid to tlie artist Ketzsch,

near Dresden: — "Afterwards he placed upon his e;isel a

wondrous face wliich made me shrink bacli—not with terror,

for it was perfectly beautiful,—but with awe, for it was un-

speakably fearful ; the hair streamed back from the pale brow

Art thou a fearful shape ! And oh ! for me.

How full of welcome would thine aspect shine,

Did not the cords of strong affection twine

So fast around my soul, it cannot spring to thee

!

REMEMBRANCE OF NATURE.

Nature ! thou didst rear me for thine own,

With thy free singing-birds and mountain-brooks

;

Feeding my thoughts yi primrose-haunted nooks,

With fair}- fantasies and wood-dreams lone ;

And thou didst teach me every wandering tone

Drawn from thy many-whispering trees and waves.

And guide my steps to founts and sparry caves.

And where bright mosses wove thee a rich throne

Midst the green hUls : and now that, far estranged

From all sweet sounds and odours of thy breath.

Fading I lie, within my heart unchanged.

So glows the love of thee, that not for death

Seems that pure passion's fervour—but ordain'd

To meet on brighter shores thy majesty unstain'd.

FLIGHT OF THE SPIRIT.

Whither, oh ! whither wilt thou wing thy way 1

What solemn region first upon thy sight

Shall break, unveil'd for terror or delight ?

What hosts, magnificent in dread array.

My spirit ! when thy prison-house of clay,

After long strife is rent "i Fond, fruitless quest '.

The unfledged bird, within his narrow nest.

Sees but a few green branches o'er him play.

And through their parting leaves, by fits reveal'd,

A glimpse of summer sky ; nor knows the field

Wherein his dormant powers must yet be tried.

Thou art that bird 1—of what beyond thee lies

Far in the untrack'd, immeasurable skies.

Knowing but this—that thou shalt find thy Guide!

FLOWERS.

Welcome, pure and lovely forms! again

Unto the shadowy stillness of ray room !

—the orbs of sight appeared at first two dark, hollow, un-

fathomable sp-aces, like those in a skull ; but when I drew

nearer and looked attentively, two lovely living eyes looked

at me again out of the depth of the shadow, as if from the

Iwttora of an abyss. The mouth was divinely sweet, but sad,

and the softest repose rested on every feature. This, he told

me, was the An'oei. of Death."
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For not aloue ye biing a joyous train

Of summor-thoughts attendant on your bloom

—

Visions of freshness, of rich bowery gloom,

Of the low murmurs filling mossy dells,

Of stars that look down on your folded bolls

Through dewy leaves, of many a wild perfume

Greeting the wanderer of the hill and grove

Like sudden music ; more than this yo bring-

Far more
; yo whisper of the all-fostering love

Which thus hath clothed you, and whose dove-like

wing

Broods o'er the sufferer drawing fever'd breath,

Whether the couch bo that of life or death.

RECOVERY.'

Back, then, once more to breast the waves of life.

To battle on against the unceasing spray.

To sink o'crwearicd in the stormy strife.

And rise to strive again ; yet on my way.

Oh ! linger still, thou light of better day !

Bom in the hours of loneliness : and you.

Ye childlike thoughts ! tho lioly and the true

—

Ye that came beaiing, while subdued I lay.

The faith, the insight of life's vernal morn
Back on my soul, a clear, blight sense, new-bom.

Now leave me not ! but as, profoundly pure,

^ Written under the fnlse Impression occasioned by a tem-

porary improvement in strengtli.

[2 After tlie exliausting vicissitudes of days wlien it seemed

that the night of death was indeed at hand—of nights wlien

itwasthouglit tliat slie could never see tlie iiglit of morning

—

wonderful even to those who had witnessed, throughout her

illiies», the clearness and brightness of the never-dying prin-

ciple, amidst the desolation and decay of its earthly com-

panion, was the consecrated power and facility with wliicli,

on Sunday, the 26th of April, she dictated to her brother

the ** Sabbath Sonnet," the last strain of the *' sweet

singer," whose harp was henceforth to be hung upon the

willows.

Amongst the many tributes of iut«t«st and admiration

A blue stream rushes through a darker lake

Unchanged, e'en thus with me your journey take.

Wafting sweet airs of heaven thro' this low world

obscure.

SABBATH SONNET.s

COMPOSED BT UBS HEMANS A FEW DATS BEFOBK HER

DEATH, AND DICTATED TO HER BROTHER.

How many blessed groups this hour are bending.

Thro' England's primrose meadow-paths, their way

Towards spire and tower, midst shadowy elms

ascending,

Whence the sweet chimes proclaim the hallow'd

day !

The halls from old heroic ages gray

Pour their fair children forth ; and hamlets low.

With whose thick orchard-blooms the soft winds

Send out their inmates in a happy flow, [play,

Like a freed vernal stream. I may not tread

With them those pathways—to the feverish bed

Of sickness bound
;
yet, my God ! I bless

Thy mercy, that with Sabbath-peace hath fill'd

My chasten'd heart, and all its throbbings still'd

To one deep calm of lowliest thankfulness !

26th April 1835.

elicited by a poem , so remarkable to all readers—so precious to

many hearts—the following expressions, contained in a letter

from the late venerable Bishop of Salisbury to Mrs Joanna

Uaillie, and already published by the latter, are too pleasingly

applicable not to be inserted here. *' There is something

peculiarly touching in the time, the subject, and the occasion

of this deathbed sonnet, and in the affecting contrast between

the * blessed groups * she describes, and her own (luimanly

speaking) helpless state of sickness ; and that again contnisted

with the hoiieful stite of mind with which the sonnet con-

cludes, expressive both of the quiet comforts of a Christian

Sabbath, and the blessed fruits of profitable application. Her
' Sweet Chimes ' on * Sabbath-peace,* appear to me very cha-

racteristic of the ^vriter."

—

Memoir, p. .311-12.]



APPENDIX.

CRITICISMS ON MISCELLANEOUS POEMS.

DELTA
•' Wb cannot allow these verses^to adorn, with a sad

beauty, tho pages of this Magazine—more especially as they

are the last composed by their distinguished >vTiter, and that

only a few days before her deatli—without at least a passing

tribute of regret for an event which has cast a shadow of

gloom through the sunshiny fields of contemporary literature.

But two months ago, the beautiful lyric entitled * Despon-

dency and Aspiration,' appeared in these pages, and now the

sweet fountain of music from which that prophetic strfiin

gushed has ceased to flow. The highly gifted and accom-

plished, the patient, the meek, and long-suffering Fslicia

IIkmans, is no more. She died on the night of Saturday,

tlie I6th of May 1835, at Dublin, and met her fate with all

the calm resignation of a Christian, conscious that her spirit

was winging its flight to another and a better world, where

• the wicked cease from troubling, and the weary are at rest.'

" Without disparagement of the living, we scarcely hesi-

tate to say, that in Mrs Hemans our female literature has

lost perhaps its brightest ornament. . To Joanna Baillie she

might be inferior, not only in vigour of conception, but in

the power of metaphysically analysing those sentiments and

feelings wliich constitute tlie basis of human actions,—to

Mrs Jameson in the critical perception which, from detached

fragments of spoken thouglit, can discriminate the links which

bind all into a distinctive character,—to Miss Landon in elo-

quent facility,—to Caroline Bowles in simple pathos,—and

to Mary Mitford in power of thought ; but as a female writer,

influencing the female mind, she has undoubtedly stood, for

some bypast years, the very first in the first rank ; and this

preeminence has been acknowledged, not only in her own

land, but wherever the English tongue is spoken, whether on

the banks of the eastern Ganges or the western Mississippi.

Iler path was her own ; and bhoals of imitators have arisen,

alike at home and on the other side of the Atlantic, wlio,

destitute of her animating genius, have mimicked her themes,

and parodied her sentiments and language, without being

able to reach its height. In her poetry, religious truth and

intellectual beauty meet together; and assuredly it is not the

less calculated to refine the taste and exalt the imagination,

because it addresses itself almost exclusively to the better

feelings of our nature alone. Over all her pictui-es of humanity

are spread the glory and the grace reflected from purity of

morals, d'jlicacy of perception and conception, sublimity of

Toligious faith, and warmth of patriotism ; and. turning from

the dark and degraded, whether in subject or sentiment, she

1 " Siibbath Sonnet."

seeks out those verdant oases in the desert of human life on

which the aflections may most pleasantly rest. Her poetry

is intensely and entirely feminine—and, in our estimation,

this is the higliest praise which could be awarded it,—it could

have been written by a woman only; for although, in the

* Records * of her sex, we have the female character delineated

in all the varied phases of baffled passion and of ill-requited

affection ; of heroical self-denial, and of withering hope

deferred ; of devotedness tried in the furnace of affliction,

and of

' Gentle feelings long subdued.

Subdued and cherish'ii long ;

'

yet its energy resembles that of the dove, ' pecking the hand

that hovers o'er its mate,* and its exaltation of ttiought is not

of the daring kind, which doubts and derides, or even questions,

but which clings to the anchor of hope, and looks forward with

faith and reverential fear.

'• Mrs Ilemans has written much, and, as with all authors

in like predicament, her strains are of various degrees of ex-

cellence. Independently of this, her different worlts will be

differently estimated, as to their relative value, by different

minds ; bnt among the Ivrics of the English language which

can scarcely die, we hesitate not to assign places to * The

Hebrew Mother *— * The Treasures of the Deep *—' The Spirit's

Return '—' Tiie Homes of England '—'The Better I^and*

—

* The Hour of Death '— * The Trumpet '—and ' The Graves of

a Household.' In these ' gems of purest ray serene,' the pecu-

liar genius of Mrs Ilemans breathes, and burns, and shines

pre-eminent ; for her forte lay in depicting whatever tends to

beautify and embellish domestic life—the genile overflowings

of love and friendship—'homebred delights and heartfelt

happiness*—the associations of local attachment—and the

influences of religious feelings over the soul, whether arising

from the varied circumstances and^ituations of man, or from

the aspects of external nature. We would only here add, by

way of remark, that the writings of Mrs Hemans seem to

divide themselves into two pretty distinct portions—the first

comprehending her' Modern Greece,' 'WalLice,' ' Dartmoor,*

'Sceptic,' 'Historic Scenes,' and other productions, up to

the publication of * The Forest Sanctuary ;
' and the latter

comprehending that volume, ' Tlie Records ofWoman ,'
' Tlie

Scenes and Hymns of Life,* and all her subsequent produc-

tions. In her earlier works, she follows the classic model, as

contradistinguished from the romantic, and they are inferior

in that polish of style, and almost gorgeous richness of language,

in which her maturer compositions are set. It is evident that

new stores of thought were latterly opened up to her, in a
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more extended acquaintance with the literature of Spain and

Geniiniiy. ns well as by a profounder study of the writings of

our great poetical reReiienitor—Wordsworth."

—

lilackicood't

Muifazinc, July lf35.

MISS LANDON.

*' Did we not know this world to be but a place of trial—

our bitter probation for another and for a better—how 8lrange

in its severity would seem the lot of genius in a womnn! The

keen feeHng—the generous entluisiastn—tlie lofty aspiration

and the delicate perception—nro given but to nmlve the pos-

sessor unfitted for her actual position. It is well !—such gifts,

in their very contrast to the selfishness and the evil with

which they are surrounded, inform us of another world—they

breathe of their home, which is heaven ; the spiritual and the

inspired in this life but fit us to believe in that which is to

come. With what a sublime faith is tliis divine reliance

expressed In all Mrs Ilenians's later writings! As the clouds

towards nightfall melt away on a fine summer evening into

tlie clearamber of the west, leaving a soft and unbrolien azure

whereon the stars may shine ; so the troubles of life, its vain

regrets and vainer desires, vanished before the calm close of

existence—the hopes of heaven rose steadfast at last—the lijiht

ftlione from the windows of her liome, as she approached unto it.

' Va tears fbr thM !~though light be trorei u« gone

With thy aoul'a railiance, brtght and reitleu on* 1

No tcan for tbee 1

Thejr thnt have loved an exile mutt not mourn
To see him parting for hi* native bourne,

O'er the dark sea.'

** Wo have noticed this yearning for affection—unsatisfied,

but still unsubdued—as one characteristic of Mrs Ilemans's

poetry : the rich picturesque was another. Highly accom-

plislied, the varied stores that she possessed were all subser-

vient to one master science. iSIis:ress both of German and
Spanish, the lut:er country appears to have peculiarly capti-

vated her limigination. At that period when the fancy is

peculiarly alive to impression—when girlliood is so new, that

the eagerness of cliildiiood is still in its delights—Spain was,

of all otliers, the cnuntry on which public attention was fixed

—victory after victory carried the British flag from the ocean

to the Pyrenees ; but, with that craving fur the ideal which

is so great a feature in her WTitings, the present was insuffi-

cient, and she went back upon the past ;—the romantic his-

tory of tlie Moors was lilte a storehouse, with treasures gor-

geous like those of its own Alliambra.

*' It is observable in her minor poems, that they turn upon

an incident rather than a feeling. Feelings, true and deep,

are develojied ; but one single emotion is never the original

subject. Some graceful or touching anecdote or situation

catches her attention, and its poetry is developed in a stmin

of mourning melody, and in a vein of gentle moralising. I

always wish, in reading my favourite poets, to know what

first suggested my favourite poems, l-'ew things would be

more interesting than to know under what circumstances they

were compos^.d—how much of Individual sentiment there was

in each, or how, on some incident seemingly even opposed,

they had contrived to ingraft their own associations. What
a history of the heart would such atmals reveal I Every poem
is in itself an impulse.

" Besides the ideal and the picturesque. Mrs Ileuians Is

distinguished by her harmony. I use the word harmony

advisedly, In contradistinction to melody. Melody Implies

siimetiiing more careless, more simple, than belongs to tier

style ; it is song by snatches ; our Knglish ballads are remark-

able for it. To quote an instance or two : there is a verse in

that of Yarrow Water—
O wind that wandercth Trom the south \

Scvk where my love r«itairelh.

And blow a klsa to hia dear mouth,

jlud tell me how he lUreth.'

Notldng can exceed the tender sweetness of these lines; but

there is no skill. Again, in Faire liommondCt tlie verse that

describes the cruelty of Kleanor

—

' With that she struck her on the mouth,

8o dyed double rod ;

Hard was the heart that gave the blow.

Soft were the lijis that bled,'

How musical is the nllitcmtion .' but it is music which, like

that of tlie singing brook, has sprung up of itself. Now, Mrs
Ilemaiis has the most perfect skill in her science ; nottiing can

be more polished than Iier versification. Every poem is like a

piece of music, with its eloquent pauses, its rich combinations,

and its swelling chords. Who that has ever heard, can forget

the exquisite flow of * The Voice of Spring ? '

—

' I come ! I come !—ye have call'd me long

;

I come o'er the mountains with light and 5ong !

Ye may trace my step o'er the wakening earth,

Djr the winds that tell of the violet's birth,

liy the primrose- stars in the shadowy grass,

Dy the green leaves opening as I pass,'

It is like the finest order of Italian singing—pure, high, and
scientific.

** I can never sufficiently regret that it was not my good

fortune to know Mrs Ilenians personally : it was an honour

I should have estimated so highly—a happiness that I jihould

have enjo\ed so keenly. 1 never even met witli an acqualn-

tince of hers but once; that once, however, was much. I

knew Miss Jewsbury, the late Limented Mrs Fletcher, She
delighted in speaking of Mrs Ilemans ; slie spoke of her with

the appreciation of one fine mind conipreliending another, and
with the earnest affection of a woman and a friend. She
described her conversation as singiUaily fascinating—full of

poetry, very felicitous in illustration by anecdote—happy, too,

in quotation, and very rich in imagery; * in short, her own
poem on " The Treasures of the Peep" would best describe

it.* Slie mentioned a very striking simile to which a conver-

sation on Mrs Ilemans's own poem of * The Sceptic' had led;
—' Like Sinbad the sailor, we are often shipwrecked on a
strange shore. We despair ; but hope comes when least ex-

pected. AVe pass through the gloomy caverns of douLt into

tlie free air and blessed sunshine of conviction and belief.' I

asked Iier if she thought Mrs Ilemnns a happy person, and
she said, * No ; her enjoyment is feverish, and she desponds.

She is like a lamp wliose oil is consumed by the very light

which it yields.' AVhat a cruel thing is the weakness of

memory! How little can its utmost efforts recall of conver-

sation that was once an instruction nnd a delight

!

" To the three characteristics of Mrs Ilemans' poetry which
liavo already l>een mentioned—viz, the ideal, the picturesque,

nnd the harmonious-a fourtli must be added,—the moral
Nothing can bo more pure, more feminine and exalted, than

the spirit which pervades tlie whole; it is tlie intuitive sense

of right, elevated and strengthened into a principle. It is a
glorious and a beautiful memory to bequeatli ; but she wlio

left it is little to be envied. 0|)en the volumes which slie has

left, legacies from. many various hours, and what a record of
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wasted feelings and disappointed hopes may be traced in their

sad and sweet complainings ! Yet Mrs Henians was spared

some of the keenest mortifications of a literary career. Slie

knew notliin?^ of it as a profession wliich lias to raalie its way
through poverty, neglect, and obstacles : she lived apart in a

small, affectionate circle of friends. The high-road of life,

with its crowds and contention—its heat, its noise, and its

dust that rests on all—was for lier happily at a distance
; yet

even in such green nest, the bird could not fold its wings, and
Bleep to its own music. There came tlie aspiring, the unrest,

the aching sense of being misunderstood, the consciousness

that those a thousand times inferior were yet more beloved.

Genius places a woman in an unnatural position ; notoriety

frightens away affection ; and superiority has for its attendant

fear, not love. Its pleasantest emotions are too vivid to be

lasting: hope may sometimes,

' Raising its bright face,

"With a free gush of sunny tears, erase

The characters of anguish :

*

but, like the azure glimpses between thunder-showers, the

clouds gather more darkly around for the passing sunshine.

The heart sinks back on its solitary desolation. In every page

of Mrs Uemans' writings is this sentiment impressed. What is

the conclusion of ' Corinne crowned at the Capitol ?

'

• Radiant daughter of the sun

!

Now thy living wreath is won.

Crown'd of Rome !—oh, art tbou not

Happy in that glorious lot ?

Happier, happier fkr than thou

With the laurel on thy brow,

She that makes the humblest hearth

Lovely but to one on earth.'

*' What is poetry, and what is a poetical career ? The first

is to have an organisation of extreme sensibility, which tlie

second exposes bareheaded to the rudest weather. The origi-

nal impulse is irresistible—all professions are engrossing when
once begun ; and, acting with perpetual stimulus, nothing

takes more complete possession of its follower than literature.

But never can success repay its cost. The work appears—it

lives in the light of popular applause ; but truly might the

writer exclaim,

—

' It is my youlh—it Is my bloom—it is my glad free heart

I cast away for thee— for thee—111- filled as thou art.'

If this be true even of one sex, how much more true of the

other I Ail ! Fame to a woman is indeed but a royal mourn-
ing in purple for happiness.**—^«o Monthly Magazine for

August 1835.

U. F. CHORLEY.

*' Though respect for the memory of the dead, and delicacy

towards the living, enjoin us to be brief in alluding to the

events of her life, we may speak freely, and at length, of the

history of Iier mind, and the circumstances of her literary

career, in the course of which slie deserved and acquired a

European reputation as the first of our poetesses living, and

still before tlie public. Few have written so much, or written

so well, as Mrs Ilemans ; few have entwined the genuine

fresh thoughts and impressions of their own minds so inti-

mately, with their poetical fancies, as she did ; few have

undergone more arduous and reverential preparation for the

service of song—for, from childhood, her thirst for knowledge

was extreme, and her reading great and varied. Those who,

while admitting the high-toned beauty of her poetry, accused

it of monotony of style and subject, (they could not deny to

it the praise of originality, seeing that it founded a school of

imitators in Kngland, and a yet larger in America,) little

knew to what historical research she had applied herself—how
far and wide slie had sought for food witli which to fiU her

eager mind. It is true that she used only a part of the mass
of information which siie had collected— (for slie never wrote

on calculation, but from the strong impulse of the moment;
and it was her nature intimately to take home to herself, and
appropriate only wliat was high-hearted, imaginative, and
refined ;)—but the writer of this notice has seen manuscript

collections of extracts made in tlie course of these youthful

studies, sufficient of themselves to justify his assertion, if her

pnems(like those of every genuine poet* did not contain a still

better record of the progress of her mind. Her knowledge of

classic literature may be distinctly traced in her * Sceptic,' her
' Modern Greece,' and a hundred later lyrics based upon what
Bulwer so happily calls * the Graceful Superstition.' Her
study and admiration of the works of ancient Greek and
Roman art, strengthened into an abiding love of the beauti-

ful, which breathes both in the sentiment and in the structure

of every line she wrote, (for there are few of our poets more
faultlessly muoic^il in their versification;) and when, subse-

quently, she opened for herself the treasuries of Spanish and
German legend and litemture, how tlioroughly she had
imbued herself with their spirit may be seen in her * Siege

of Valencia,* in her glorious and chivalresque ' Songs of the

Cid," and in her ' Lays of Many Lands,' the idea of which

was suggested by Herder's ' Stimmen der Volker in Liedem.'
" But though her mind was enriched by her wide acquain-

tance with the poetical and historicjil literature of other coun-

tries, it possessed a strong and decidedly markid character

of its own, which coloured all lier productions—a character

which, though any thing but feeble or sentimental, was

essentially feminine. An eloquent modern critic (Mrs Jame-
son) has rightly said, ' that Mrs Ilemans' poems could not

have been \vritten bya man ;' their love is without selfishness,

tlieir passion without a stain of this world's coarseness, their

high heroism (and to illustrate this assertion we would men-

tion * Clotilda,' ' the Lady of Provence,* and the * Switzer'a

Wife,') unsullied byanygrosseralloy of mean ambitiun. Her
religion, too, is essentially womanly—fervent, clinging to

belief, and ' hoping on, hoping ever,' in spite of the peculiar

trials appointed to her sex, so exquisitely described in the

* Evening Prayer in a Girls' School *

—

' Silent tears to weep.

And patient smiles to wear through suffering's hour.

And Bumless riohes from affection's defp •

To pour on broken reeds— a wasted shower •

And to make idols, and to find them clay.

And to bewail that worship.'

" If such was the mind of her works, the manner in which

she WTOught out her conceptions was equally individual and

excellent. Her imagination was rich, chaste, and glowing:

those who saw only its published fruits little guessed at the

extent of its variety.

*' It is difficult to enumerate the titles of her principal

works. Her first childish efforts were published when she

was only thirteen, and we can speak of her subsequent poems,

' Wallace,' ' Dartmoor,' ' The Hestoration of the Works of

Art to Italy,* and her ' Dramatic Scenes,' only from memory.

These were probably written in the happiest period of her life,

when lier mind was rapidly developing itself, and its progress

was aided by judicious and intelligent counsellors, among

whom may be mentioned Bishop Heber. A favourable notice

of one of these poems will be found in Lord Byron's letter*;
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snd the fame of Iter opening talent had reached Shelley, who

addressed n very siiiijular correspoiHleiice to lior. With

respect to the world in general, her name began to be known

by the pubhcation of her ' WeUJi Melodies,' Iicr * Siege of

Valencia,'and the scattered lyrics which api>eared in iheNew

Monthly Magazine, then under the direction of Campbell.

She hnd previously contributed a series of prose papers, on

Foreign Liteniture, to Constable's Edinbtmjh Magazine,

which, with litlSe exception, are the unly stieciiiieiis of that

style of writing ever attempted by her. To the * Siege of

Valencia* succeeded nipidly lier ' Forest Sanctuary,' her

* Records of Woman,' (the most successful of her works,) her

* Songs of the Affections,' (containing, perhaps, her tinest

poem,* The Spirit's Return,') her' National Lyrics and Songs

for Music,* (most of which have been set to music by Iier

sister, and become popular,) and her ' Scenes and Ilyums of

Life ' A few words with respect to the direction of her powers

in Inter days may be worthily extracted from a letter of hers

which lies now before us. She had been urged by a friend

to undertake a prose work, and a series of * Artistic Novels,'

Roraething after the manner of Tieck, and Goethe's Kunst-

Ronianen, as likely to be congenial to Iter own tastes and

habits of mind, and to prove most acceptable to the public

*'
' I have now,' she says, * passed tbrougli the feverish and

somewhat visionary state of mind often connected with the

passionate study of art in early life ; deep affections and deep

sorrows seem to have solemnised my whole being, and I now

feel OS if bound to higher and holier tasks, which, though I

may occasionally lay aside, I could not long wander from

without some sense ofdereliction. I hope it is no self-delusion

,

but I cannot help sometimes feeling as if it were my true task

to enlarge the sphere of sacred poetry, and extend its influence.

When you receive my volume of * Scenes and Hymns,' you

will see what I mean by enlarging its sphere, though my plan

as yet Is very imperfectly developed.*

** Besides the works here enumenited, we should mention

her tragedy, ' The Vespers of Palermo,* which, though con-

taining many tine thoughts and magnificent bursts of poetry,

was hardly fitted for the stiige, and the sonjjs which she

contributed to Colonel Hodges' * Peninsular Melodies;* and

we cannot but once more c:ill the attention of onr readers to

her Inst hric, * Hespondency and Aspiration,' published in

Blackwood's Magnzine for May 1835. It is the song of the

swan—its sweetest and its last !*''

—

Athena^m, No. 395.

*' An elaborate summary of t!ie principal features of Mrs

HemanH* character, or of the general and individual merits

of her poems, can hardly be necessary, if tlie foregoing me-

morials have fulfilled the design of their ctlitor. The woman

and tlie poetess were in her too inseparably united to admit

of their being considered apart from each other. In her

private letters, as in her publlslied works, she shows herself

high-minded, affectionate, grateful— wayward in her self-

neglect, delicate to fastidiousness in her tastes—in her religion

fervent without intolerance—eager to acquire knowledge, as

eager to impju-t it to others—earnestly devoted to her art,

and in that art to the service of all things beautiful, and

noble, and holy. She may have fallen short of some of lier

predecessors in vigour of mind—of some of her con temporaries

in variety of fancy ; but she surpa.ased tliem all in the use of

langiuige, in the employment of a rich, chaste, and glowing

Imagery, and in the perfect music of her versification. It

will be long before the chasm left in our female literature by

> U hai already been shown that this wai not the case.

her death wlU be worthily filled : sh« wlH be long nowmbered

—long spoken of by those who know her worki—yet longer

by those who knew lierself,

—

• Kindlv and gently, but n ofone

For whom W.% well to he fled and gone

—

Ai of a bird from a chain unbound.

At of the wanderer whow home u fouod.

So let it bet"-

MemoriaU ofMrs Hemans, p. 354-6.

ECLECTIC REVIEW.

** Mrs Ukmans, if not in all respects the most gifted of the

female wxiters who form so bright a constellation in the sphere

of our contemporary literature, surpassed them all in those

attributesof genius which characterise the lyric poets. With-

out possessing the dramatic conception of Joanna Baillie or

Mary Mitford—the masculine vigour and depth of thought

displayed by the late Mrs Fletcher, (better known as Miss

Jew8bury,)or the fertile imagination ofothersof our delightful

female prose wTiters—she outshone them all in her peculiar

orbit ; and though she wrote too nmch, and often too care-

lessly, to sustain, in all her compositions, the high standard

of poetic excellence to which she often attained, her best pro-

ductions, in her own rich and peculiar vein, rival those of the

mightiest masters of English song ; while their exquisitely

feminine character justify the remark, that ' the poetry of

Mrs Ilemans could liavebeen written only by a woman.' "—

E. R., ly36.

PROFESSOR NORTON.

*' We have now received the last of the Imperishable gifts

of Mrs Ilcmans' genius. Tlie period of her spirit's trials and

sufferings, and its K'orious course on earth, has been com-

pleted. She has left an unclouded fame ; and we may say,

in her own words :

—

' No teari Tor thee !- though Tght be firotn ai gone

With tbf souls radiance: ....
No tt^nra for thee

!

Tht? that have loved an exile must not moum
To we him parting for his native bourne

O'er the dark lea.'

** As this, therefore, will be the last time that we shall re-

view any production of Mrs Ilemans, we may be permitted

to recall, with a melancholy pleasure, the admiration and

delight with wliich we have followed the progress of her

genius. The feelings with which her works are now gene-

rally regarded have been expressed in no publication earlier,

more frequently, or more warmly, than in our own. With-

out repeating what we have already said, we shall now

endeavour to point out some of their features, considered in

relation to that moral culture in which alone such writings

can exist.

*' Mrs Hemans may be considered as the representative of

a new school of poetry, or, to speak more precisely, her

poetry discovers characteristics of the highest kind, which

belong almost exclusively to that of later times, and have

been the result of the gradual advancement, and especlilly

the moml progress, of mankind. It is only when man, under

the influence of true religion, feels himself connected with
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whatever is infinite, that his affections and powers are fully

developed. The poetry of an immortal being must be of a

different cliaracter from tliat of an earthly being. IJut, in

recurring to tlie classic poets of antiquity, we tind that, in

their conceptions, tlie element of religious faitli was wanting.

Their mytliology was to them no object of sober belief; and,

had it been so, was adapted not to produce but to annihilate

devotion. They had no thouglit of regarding the universe as

created, animated, and ruled by God's all-powerful and

omniscient goodness. To tliem it was a world of matter,^

' The foir humanitiet or old religion.

The power, the beauty, and the m^esty

That had their haunts in dale, or piny mountain.

Or forest by slow Btream, or pebbly spring,

Or chasms and watery depths,'

never existed except in the imagination of modem poets.

The beings intended were the 'fair humanities' of Ovid's

MetamorpJioses, whose attributes, derived from the baser

parts of our nature, were human passions lawlessly indulged,

accompanied with more than mortal power. Gibbon, wJio

was any thing rather than wiiat he affected to be—a philoso-

pher—speaks of * the elegant mythology of the Greelvs.* The

great fountains of their popular and poetical mythology were

Homer and Ilesiod. Ilesiod does not surpass Homer in the

agreeable or moral character of his fictions; and, as regards

the elegance of the mythology found in the great epic poet, a

single passage, if we had no other means of judging, might

settle the question, the address of Jupiter to Juno at the

commencement of the Fifteenth Booli of the Iliad

:

—
'Oh, versed in wiles,

Juno! thy mischief-teeming mind perverse

Hath plotted this ; thou hast contrived the hurt

Of Hector, and hast driven his host to flight.

I know not but thyself mayst chance to reap

The first fruits of thy cunning, scourged by me.

Hast thou forgotten how I hung thee once

On high, with two huee anvils at thy feet,

^nd bound with force-defying cord ofgold

Thy wrists together ? In the heights of heaven

I),d I Bu^pend thee. With compnssion moved.

The assembled gods thy painful sufTerlngs saw.

But help could yield thee none ; for whom I seized,

Ilurl'd through the portal of the skies, he reach'd

The distant earth, and scarce survived the foil.'

I thus remind thee now, that thou may'st cease

Henceforth from artifice, and mayst be taught

How little all the dalliance and the love.

"Which, steal'.ng down from heaven, thou hast by fVaud

Obtain'd fi-om me shall favour thy designs.'

•' It may be incidentally remarked, that these lines illus-

trate not merely the features of the ancient mythology,

but also the condition of woman as treated by the heroes

of Homer and by liis contemporaries. AVe liappen just to

have opened upon another striking example of the elegance

of the ancient mythology during the Augustan age. It is a

passage of Ovid, almost too indecent and silly to be alluded to,

though Addison was not ashamed to translate it, l>eginning

—

• Forte Jovem memorant, diffusum nectare, curas

Seposiiisse (iraves, vacuaque agito&se remtssos

Cum Junone jocos." I

** From the passage referred to, we may judge sometliing

of the convivial manners of the Romans, and of the habits of

intercourse between tlie sexes.

1 " It is related that Jove chanced, being exhilarated by nectar, to

lay aside bit weighty cares, aud interchange pleasant joke* with idle

Juno."
s See " De Fcpubliea," lib. II., pp. 373-383.

t See " l)e Republica," Ub. lil. p. 391.

** It Is remarkable that, in all religious and moral concep-

tions, tlie noblest materials of poetry, the philosophers were

very far in advance of the poets. ' The Fables of Ilesiod and
Homer,' Siiys Plato, * are especially to be censured. They
have uttered tlie greate--t falsehoods concerning the greatest

beings.' Referring to the loathsome and abominable &ble8

about Ccelus, Saturn, and Jupiter, he says— ' We must not

tell our youtli that he who commits the greatest iniquity does

notliing strange, nor he who inflicts the most cruel punish-

ment upon his father when injured by him ; but that he is

only doing what was done by the first and greatest of the

gods.' A little after he subjoins :
—

' The chaining of Juno by

her son, the throwing of Vulcan from heaven by liis father*

because he attempted to defend his mother from being beaten,

and the battles of the gods described by Homer, are not fic-

tions to be allowed in our city, wlietlier explained allegorically

or not.' * Thougli we praise many things in Homer,* lie says,

' we shall not praise him when he represents Jupiter as send-

ing a lying dream to Agamemnon, nor ^schylus when he

makes Thetis complain of having been deceived by Apollo/

' When any one thus speaks of the gods, we are indignant;

we grant no permission for such writings, nor shall we suff^

teachers to use them in the instruction of youtli. '2

*' The poets of this nation did not, in Plato's opinion,

represent their heroes as more amiable or respectable thim

their gods. ' We shall not,' he says, * suffer those of whom
we have the charge to believe that Achilles, the son of a

goddess, was so full of evil passions as to unite in himself two

opposite vices—avaricious meanness, and insolence towards

gods and men. Nor shall we allow it to be said that Theseus,

the son of Neptune, and PerithOus, the son of Jove, rushed

forth to the commission of such abominable robberies, or that

any son of a god or any hero committed those abominable and

impious acts which are now imputed to them in the fictions

of the poets." ' Such fictions are pern icious to tho>e who hear

them ; for every bad man finds a license for himself, in the

belief that those nearly related to the gods do and have done

such deeds. They are, then, to be suppressed, lest they pro-

duce a strong tendency to wickedness in our youth.''

*' Such were the sentiments of the most poetical of Grecian

philosophers conceniing the religious and moral character of

the poets of his nation ; and he remarks in addition upon the

gloomy fancies of Homer concerning the stiite of dci>arted

souls, as neither true nor useful, but adapted to produce un-

manly fears, and therefore not to be listened to by those who,

as freemen, sliould dread slavery more tlian death. During

the period between Homer and Virgil, a misty brightness had

spread over the poetic ideas of the future abodes of the

blessed; but the Elysium and Tartarus of poetry were but

fictions, awakening no serious hopes nor fenrs, and having

no power over the heart. These imaginations of a future life

were connected with no just and ennobling conceptions of

the purposes of our existence, of the spiritual nature of man,

or of that endless pi ogress to which we may look forward.

The heroes of Elysium found their deliyht in the meaner plea-

sures of this life,

—

* Quae gratia currum

Armorumque fuit vjvis, quie cura nitentes

Pascere equos, eadem sequitur tellure repostoe.

Conspicit, ecee, a'ios dextra Isvaque per herbam

Yescente^, txtumque chora paaana canentes.'4

"Thus the ancient poets were shut out from the whole

* " The love of horses which they had alive.

And care of chariots, after death survive.

In bands reclining on the grassy plain,

They feasted and pour'd forth a joyful strain.**

See Drvde-n's" Vlrjil."
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tphartt of religious sentiment ; and all those numberless con-

ceptions and feelings thiU spring from our knowledge of God

and the sen*.- of our own immortality, ore absent from their

writings, while this wtiole exhoustless domain hus been laid

o[>en to the poets of Liter times. A single example may illus-

trnte what has been said. Let us take the concluding verses

ol" Mrs llemans's * Fountain of Oblivion :'—

• Fill with fbrgrtftilnw" !—there are, there are

Voices whose music I have loved too well

;

Ej-es of deep gentlenes*—but thry are fiw

—

Never: oh! neTer, In my home to dwellt

Take their »o(t touks (Vom ufT my yearning soul—

FtU hl^h th' ubUviout bowl <

* Yet pauM a^aln !—with memory wilt thou ea«t

The undying hope away, of memory born ?

Hope of reunion, heatt to heart at last;

Jio restless doubt between, no rankling thorn ?

Wouldst thou erase all records of delight

That make such visions bright ?

Fin with forgetftilnees, (111 hlxh ! yet stay—

Til ftom the past we shallow forth th« land

IVhere smiles, long lost, again shall tight our way.

And the soul's friends be wreathed In one bright band.

Pour the iwect ^^at«rs back on their own rill

:

1 must remember still.

'For their sakp, for the dead-~whi>se Image naught

May dim within the temple of my breast

—

For their love's sake, which now no earthly thought

May shake or trouble with Its own unrest.

Though the patt haunt me as a spirit—yet

I a:tk not to forget.'

" Tlie whole train of emotion and thousht in these verses

Is of a character wliolly unknown to the classic days of

Greece and Rome. To imai^ine any thing corresponding to

it in the work of an ancient poet, is to bring together con-

ceptions the most incongruous.

'* Here it may be worth wliile, in order to prevent our-

selves from being misunderstood, to observe, that we do not

mean to depreciate the value of the study of the ancient

poets. After those inquiries by which the truths of religion

are established, there aie none of more interest or importance

than such as relate to the raind and heart of man, and open

to us a knowledge of wliat he has been, and what he may be

on earth. But, to attain this knowledge, we must acquaint

ourselves with the moral and intellectuat character of our

race, as it has existed, and exists, under intluences and forms

of society very unlike each other. In this research, no period

can be compared in interest with a few centuries in the his-

tory of Athens and Rome, which have left traces still so

deeply impressed upon the civilised world. Thus, in studying

the lilstory of human nature, the Grecian and Rnman poets

furnish some of our most important materials. We may dis-

cover in them a source of sentiments and opinions that still

affect men's minds. Homer carries us back to remote Pagan

antiquity, on whicli his writings shed a light afforded by no

other; and, at the same time, having been regarded as the

undisputed master-poet by his countrymen, (for this Plato

himself does not question.) he shows us what were the topics

by which their imaginations were most affected during the

period of their greatest civilisation. The dramatic poets of

Athens reflect the Athenian character ; and in Virgil,

Horace, and Ovid, we find the lineaments of the Augustan

age. But the value which thus attaches to their works is not

to be confounded with tlie absolute value of those works as

poems adapted through their intrinsic beauties to give delight

at the present day. In estimating their naked worth, wu

must Ukewiie Beparat« fh)m them the Interest connected with

their antiquity, and all those accideutal associations that

have been gathering round them for many centuries. We
must even put out of view the native genius of the writer, U

this genius have been exerted under circuinstaiices so un-

favourable as to render it ineffectual to produce what may

give pleasure to a pure and highly-cultivated mind. Not-

withstanding the traditionary entliusiasm that has existed on

the subject, it may well be doubted whether their power of

giving vivid pleasure merely as poetical compositions, foims

a principal recommendation of the study of the ancient poets.

They were not acquainted with tlie richest realms of mind.

It is a mistake to address them as ' bards illustrious, born in

happUr days.' But, to return to our immediate subject.

** After the revival of letters, the forms of what was called

Christianity, both among Catholics and Protestants, were in

many respects so abhorrent to reason, or feeling, or both,

that they could combine in no intiniate union with our higlier

nature, however they might operate on men's passions or

fears. Religious truth was, however, sometimes contem-

phited in greater purity by minds of the better class; and

we early begin to tind in poetry some expressions of

true religious sentiment- But what advance had been

actually made even in the seventeenth century, we may learn

from the great wurk of Milton. It is based on a system of

mythology more sublime than the I'agan, and less adapted to

degnwle the moral feelings, but scarcely less oflTensive to

reason, and spreading all but a Manichican gloom and blight

over the creation of God. Putting forth his Viist genius, he

struggles with it as he can, moulding it into colossal forms

that rei>cl our human Sympathies, and lavishing upon it

gorgeous treasures of imagination ; but even his powers yield

and sink at times before its intrinsic incongruity and essential

falsehood Whoever riglitly appreliends the character of God,

or contemplates as he ought the invisible world, will turn

to but few pages of the Paradise Lost, witli the hope of find-

ing exprtssions correspondent to his thoughts and emotions.

We feel with pain the inappreciable contrast between the

genius displayed in the poetical execution of the work, and

the absurdity of its prose story. It is the opposition whici;

ttiis story presents to the most ennobling truths, even more

than * the want of liiunan interest,* on which Johnson

remarks, that gives to the poem the unattractive character of

which he speaks, and whicli we believe ia felt by almost all

its readers.

" Doubtless pure religious sentiment breaks out in tliisand

in the other poems of Milton. The concluding line of his Son-

net on his Blindness

—

• They also «rve who only stand and wait,'

and numerous other passages of similar beauty, have, we

may believe, found an answering feeling in many hearts.

But in s[>eaking of those causes whictt have given a new
character to the poetry of later times, it is not our purpose to

truce their influence historically. Guin^ back to the days of

Grecian and Uom:m civihsation, we shall take only a few

ilhistrations that may serve to show more clearly the contrast

produced by their absence on one hand, or their ojieration on

the other.

'* In proportion as we contemplate the world from the

height to which true religion conducts us, we perceive the

circle of moral action widening indefinitely. Our dtities

toword the inferior animals are few and low, conipared with

those wliich we lie under to our fellow-men ; and our duties

toward our fellow-nien become far more extensive, and

assume a more solemn character, when we regard them not



as born to perish upon earth, but as commencing here an

unending existence. Our nbliffaf ions to others correspond to

our means of serving them; and we are introduced to a

higher class of virtues, ns soon as we recognise in those

around us beings fonning ciiaracters for a diftereiit mode of

existence, to whom the higliest service that can be rendered

is to assist tlieir progress in virtue, and to wliom some

influence, good or evil, is continually flowing out from us,

and diverging into channels of which we cannot see the ter-

mination. All interest in the spiritual and impcrislmhle

good of our fellow-men must depend upon our regarding them

as spiritual and imperishable. It is only under a sense of

our true nature, that man is capable of reaching the sublime

thought of assimilating himself to God, by devoting his

powers to the moral welfare of his fellow-men.

' Yet, yot sustain me, Holiest !—I am voWd
To solemn service high

;

And shall the spirit, for thy tasks endow'd,

:jink on the threshold of the sanctuarj-,

Fainting beneath the burden of the day.

Because no human tone

Unto the altar-stone

Of that pure spousal fane inviolate,

Where it should make eternal truth its mate,

May cheer the sacred solitary way ?

• Oh ! be the whisper of thy voice within

Enough to strengthen ! Be the hope to win

A more deep-seeing homnge for thy name

Far, fiir beyond the burning dream of fame!

Make me thine only ! Let me add but one

To those refulgent steps all undeflled,

Which glorious minds have piled

Through bright self-offering, earnest, child-like, lone,

For mounting to thy throne ;

And let my soul, upborne

On wings of inner morn,

Find, in illumined seoresy, the sense

Of that blest work. Its own high recompense.'

" But there is more to be considered. The conduct which

would be wise and ripht for man if immortal, would not be

wise and right for him if viewed as a perishing animal. It is

true that moral good is always good, and moral evil always

evil ; but with an essential change in our nature and relations,

there must likewise be an essential change in what is morally

good or evil. If allimman hopes were limited to tliis world,

it would be folly for any one to act as if he and others were

to exist for ever. The whole plan of hfe and of its duties

formed by a wise man. would be quite diflferent in the one case

from what it would be in the other; and the course of life

actually pursued by the generality, if destitute of all religious

b*ilief, would be still more unlike that of men under its in-

fluence.

' Sapias, Vina liques, et ipatio brevi

Spem longam reseces.'l

* Qaid breri fortesjaculamur sevc

Mult&?'2

' Lsetus in prsesens, animus quod ultra est

Oderit curare, et am«ra lento

Temperet risu,' 3

In the absence of religious faith, this is true philosophy. If

this life were the limit of our being, its pleasures and pains

would be the only objects of our concern. Nothing would

1 Be wise, pour out your wine, and contract your hopes within life's

narrow compass,

s Why, in so short a hfe, do we. In our bravery, aim at bo much ?

> Joyous during the present hour, the mind should r^ect all care

be virtuous which tended not to the attainment aod or*m*

munication of those limited and perishingpleasures we might

here partake; nothing morally evil, but what lessened our

own capacity for enjoying them, or tended to prevent others

from sharing them with us. There would be no sphere for

the exercise of those powers, no object for those capacities of

happiness, that belong to the imperishable part of our nature.

There would he nothing to prompt one to great sacrifices or

acts of moral heroism ; for these have their source in the

consciousness of immortality, in a sense of our connexion

with the infinite, our look forward to good for ourselves and

others beyond the liuiits of life. Earthly motives afford no

soil in which the nobler virtues can strike their roots. It is

true that the ancients, particularly the ancient pliUosophers,

were not without the influence of truly religious conceptions

;

and, under almost any forms of opinion, the better nature of

man will of itself occasionally break out into exhibitions of

excellence. But the religious sentiment being so weak and

perverted among tlie ancient poets, we And little in their

works that can be regarded as morally noble, and scarcely

an indistinct recognition of those deep feelings and unearthly

virtues which have their source in our spiritual nature. The

same remark is almost equally applicable to a large proportion

of the modern poets : for true religion has been little under-

stood or felt by them. Where, in any age preceding our own,

may we hope to find such expressions of sentiment as in the

following verses from Mrs llemans' * Vaudois Wife ?' ^

' But calm thee • Let the thought of d^atb

A solemn peace restore ;

The voice that must be silent soon,

Would speak to thee once more

:

That thou may'st bear its blessing on

Through years of after life,

—

A token ofconsoling love.

Even from this hour of strife.

* 1 bless thee for the noble heart.

The tender, and the true.

Where mine hath found the happiest rest

That e'er fond woman's knew

;

I bless thee, faithful fViend and guide !

For my own, my treasured share

In the mournful secrets of thy soul.

In thy sorrow, in thy prayer.

* I bless thee for the last rich boon

Won from afTection tried—

The right to gaze on de.nth with thee.

To perish by thy side •

And yet more for the glorious hope

Kven to these moments given —
l>id not thy spirit ever hft

The trust of mine to heaven ?

' Now be thou strong ! Oh ! knew we not

Our path must lead to this ?

A shadow and a trembling still

Were mingled with our bliss

;

We phghted our young hearts when storma

Were dark upon the sky.

In full, deep knowledge of their ta^W —

To suffer and to die !

' Be strong ! I leave the living voice

Of this, my martyr'd blood,

With the thousand echoes of the hills.

With the torrent's foaming flood,

—

for what is beyond, and temper what is bitter with a gentle smile.

4 • The wife of a Vaudois leader, in one of the attacks made on the

Protestant hamlets, received a mortal wound, and died in her hus-

band's arms, exhorting him to courage and endurance.*
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A iplrlt midst th* eavM to ()wtll»

A tok«n on the air,

Ti> rouw th« TiUlMil fh>m npOM,

Tfa« (klntlng ttvm despair.

' He«r It, and b«ftr thou on, my love |

Ay, jojouilj endure 1

Our mountftlnt muat txi altmr* yet,

Inviolate ftn<t pure

;

\Vher« muit our God be wonhipp'd still

With the worship of the free;—
fMowell ! there's but one pang In death,

One only,—leaving thee 1'

" With this, may be compared the speech of Alcestia in

Euripides^ when dyhigin the presence of her husband, under

circumstances adapted to call forth all that power of express-

ing the tender emotions, for which Euripides ha^ been thought

to be distinguislied.

" Under the influence of religion, we are acted upon by

new motives, through the sense created within us, of the

worth of our fellow-men. lleligion invests them with a new

character, strips off the disguise with which the accidents of

mortality, imperfections, weaknesses, follies, miseries, and

crimes liide tlieir essential nature from our view, and pre-

sents them before us with all the interests and capacities of

immortal beings. They who are dear to us are worthy of

all love and self-devotion, worthy of affections unlimited by

death or time. They are members with us of the imperish-

able family of God, in whose company we are to exist for

ever, and with whom our union will become more entire, as

we grow purer and more disinterested.

•• Thus in later days there has been a growth of sentiments

and affections, almost unknown before. Our better feelings

toward our fellow-men have acquired far more strength, and

assumed new fonns. In other times, man has been com-

panitively an insulated being. Domestic life—that life in

which now almost all our joys or sorrows are centred—was

scarcely known to the ancients : and it has had but a sickly and

ariiticial existence even in modern ages, through the opera-

tion of false noiions of domestic government and discipline,

and of the mutual relations of husband and wife, parents and

children. Religion, by teaching us justly to estimate what

is truly excellent in our nature, what is iiitellectuaJ, moral,

and ever-enduring, has given to woman the rank to which

she is entitled. It has made her the friend of man ; and our

feelings are in harmony with the poet when he speaks of

—

' A p«rfbct woman, nobly plAnn'd

To warn, to comfort, and command
;

And yet a spirit still and bright,

With something of an angel liyht.

But man has never regarded woman with respect and true

love, except so far as he has regarded her as a spiritual and

Immortal being. Without this, no conception can exist of

that inseparable union which blends all the interests and

affections of one being with those of another. The poetry of

the ancients that expresses any sentiments toward the female

sex is, with rare exceptiorts, of the grossest kind, sensual,

coarse, indecent, brutal. We can pick out only a few passages

from the mass, which shadow forth anything like real atftc-

tion. The same cliaracter Ins continued to cleave to much of

our modern poetry, rendering it at once pernicious and dis-

I " Whftt Aristotle saji," observes his able translator, Mr Twining,
" is, 1 ftar, but too conformable to the manner in which the ancients

usually fpeak of the sex in general. At lea«t he is certainly consistent

with hb&Mlf ; witness the following very curious character of women

gnstlng. But wlterever the power of true religion has been

felt, there woman, more disinterested, more pure, and more

moral than man, has exerted a constant influeme to raise the

character of society. Where it has not been felt, woman has

been treated as a mere creature of this earth, an object only

of sensual passion , courted, wronged , and insulted ; her char-

acter has sunk, and the infection of the evil has spread itself

every where. It would be difficult, in as few words, to sug-

gest to a reflecting mind a more melancholy picture of the

state of society at Athens, than that of which Aristotle affords

us a glimpse in a short passage of his * Art of Poetry,' where

he remarks, with his usual brevity and dryness, that * the man-

ners (cliaracter) of a woman or slave may be good ; though in

general, perhaps, women are rather bad than good, and slaves

altogether bad.'^ Where women are thus estimated, the

domestic charities, our best school of virtue, cannot exist;

those affections which arc at once the gentlest and the strongest

have no place; nor will there be any true relhiement, nor

quick and generous feeling in the intercourse between man
and man : the first and strongest link in the chain of human
sympathy is wanting.

*' When Jesus Christ pronounced these words, ' IfhatGod

has joined Uvfether, let not man put astindcr,' he laid down
the fundamental law of human civilisation. But it would

have been impossible to render marriage the most solemn and

indissoluble of connexions if his religion had not at the same

time restored to woman the character designed for her by

nature, and raised her to that place she now holds, wherever the

truths he taught have had somewhat of their proper influence.

'*When the feelings that give sanctity to marriage are

wanting, the parental affections operate but feebly. The new-

born child, instead of being regnrded as a gift and a trust

from God, a new creature with whom we have become forever

connected, and a living bond uf coumion interest to strengthen

the union of its parents, is either looked at, on the one liand,

as a present incumbrance, or, on the other, as a probable

future support. The whole history of the domestic relations

of the ancients establishes this truth. What nm.st have been

the state of parental affection among those who practised and
tolerated the destruction of infants as a common custura ?

The absence of such affection is not to be estimated by the

number of victims to that custom, but by the fact of its being

generally viewed without horror or reprobation. It was a

shocking tmit of barbarity in the character of tlie elder Cato,

that he recommended that worn-out and disabled slaves

should l)e exposed to perish ; but an exposure more inhtmian,

which showed that man had lust even the feelings of the lower

animals, was constantly going on, and was enjoined, under

certain circumstances, btith by Plato and Aristotle, as a law

of their imagined republics. There is a famous saying in one
of the comedies of Terence, which has been often quoted as a
line expression of philanthropy ; Jlomo sum—humaiii uihii a

me alknum puto.^ It is put into the mouth of a man whose
wife is afterwards represented as in fear before him, because

she had not destroyed her female infant as he had commanded,
but given it a chance for preservation by causing it to be ex-

posed alive. Maternal love cannot be wholly extinguished
;

but it is the glow of modern feeling only which pours its beauty

over the following lines, to which nothing parallel can be found

in the poets of Greece or Rome, though Mrs llcmans apostro-

phises the Elysium of their imagining:

—

in hii* History of Animals,' which I give the reider by no mean* fbr hit

assent, but for hla wonder or his divenlon." Mr Twlnlng's remark* surt-

eiently imply of what nature this character Is, and we forbear to quote It-

' I am a man ; wha'.ever conccmi other men, I think my eonretn.



' Calm, on Its leaf-itrewD bier,

Unlike a gift of nature to rteray.

Too rose-like still, too beautiful, too dear.

The child at rest berore the mother lay,

E'en 8o to pass auay.

With ita bright smile. ElyBium ! what wert thoa
To her who wept o'er that young tlumberer's brow ?

'Thoa hadst no home, green land !

For the (air creature from her bosom gone.

"With life's fresh flowers just Opening in ita hand,

And all the lovely thoughts and dreams unknown.

Which in its clear eye shone

Like spring's first wakening ! llut that light wax past ;-

Where went the dew-drop swept before the blast ?
'

*' The ancient popnlar faith was indeed destitute of con-

solation
; but in the absence of those associations which shed

a holy light round an infant, such consolation is Jess needed.

Even tJie fountain of jnateriia) affection flows with but a

scanty and interrupted stream.

"Thus religion, by making man of more worth to man,
and by strengthening our assurance in each other's sympathy

and virtue, has called forth affections which lay folded up in

our nature, or had put forth only a stinted growth. The
finer productions of modern poetry are coloured throughout

with expressions of their beauty and strength. Moral quali-

ties, good or bad, as they exist in men, unformed directly

or indirectly by religion, owe their strength principally to

impulse and passion, or depend, like the inconsistent hospi-

tality of the Arab, or the pride of the Roman, on what he

thought the glory of his country, upon prejudices which

spring partly from generous feelirigs and partly fron^ selfish

regards, and are made strong and binding upon the indivi-

dual by universal consent. It is only when quickened by

religious sentiment, that the human character displays all its

complicated variety of feelings. Then affections, which had

before seemed almost powerless, become essential elements of

our being. Associations, till then unknown, link together

their invisible chains; and the feeling with which they tlirill

us when touched, presents a new phenomonon in our nature.

The love of our youthful home may seem to us an universal

sentiment, likely to appear in the poetry of all times; yet

how little reference to it do we find in any poetry before

our own age, and especially how little reference, like the

following, to its moral power

!

• " Ilast thou come with the heart of thy childhood back.

The free, the pure, the kind ?"

—So murmurd the trees tn my homeward track,
» At they play'd to the mountain-wind.

•* Hath thy soul been true to its early love ?*•

Whisper'd my native streams ;

" Hath the spirit, nursed amidst hi'l and grore,

Still revered its first high dreams ?"
' etc.

*' It is under the continued influence of Christianity, how-

ever imperfect that influence may have been, that the human
character, which had before manifested itself partially and
irregularly in the rudeness and inconsistency of its elementary

passions, has begun to struggle toward its full development.

It has become alive to feelings, and is putting forth powers,

which belong to its immortal nature. We may perceive this

unfolding of man in the vei-y structure of language, which,

enlarged as it has been with new terms, yet presents so imper-

fect a means for expressing the different qualities and shades

of character, and the modes and combinations of feeling.

Tlie study of human nature has thus become a science of far

more interest and complexity. I^Iany forms of character

now appear, tliat belong to no period in the progress of the

himian race preceding that at which we have arrived. To
the eye of tlie poet, man presents himself in new aspects of

strength and weakness in multiform relations to the finite

and the infinite, and with all the variety of sentiments result-

ing from the change in his prospects and hopes. He is now
' a traveller between life and death

;
' his highest interests

connect him with tlie boundless, the unearthly, and the

mysterious; with all that has most power to affect the ima-

gination, and excite the strongest and deepest feelings. It

is only through his relations to God and eternity that man
becomes an exhaustless subject of high poetry. When Uius

viewed, his ruined home may be rcpeopled with tboughti

and images such as these:

—

' Thou hast beard many sounds, thou hearth.

Deserted now by all

!

Voices at eve here met in mirth.

Which eve may ne'er recall.

Youth's buoyant step, and woman's ton«.

And childhood's laughing glee.

And song and prayer have all been known.
Hearth of the dead ! to thee.

' Thou hast heard blessings fondly pour'd

Upon the infant head.

As if in every fervent word

The living soul were shed

:

Thou hast seen partings,—such as bear

The bloom frora life away,

—

Alas 1 for love in changeful air.

Where naught beloved can stay !" etc.

*' The recognition of the higher relations of man has given

a characteristic to modern poetry, particularly English poetry,

through which it has peculiar power over the heart. Expres-

sions and descriptions of human suffering, instead of depress-

ing us with melancholy, become sublime or touching, when

that suffering is brought into direct or indirect contrast with

man's nature and hopes as an immortal being, or is repre-

sented as calling into exercise those virtues which can exist

in such a being alone. There is no pathos in the mere lamen-

tations of an individual over his own particular lot, or over

the condition of a race to which he feels it an unhappiness to

belong. There is nothing that excites any tender or elevating

feeling in such verses as the following from an ancient poet :

—

* Is there a man just, honest, nobly bom ?

Malice shall hunt him down. Does wealth attend him ?

Trouble Is heard behind. Conscience direct ?

Beggary is at his heels

Account that day

Which brings no new mischance, a day of rest.

For what is man ? What matter is he made of?

How born ? What is he, and what shall he be ?

What an unnatural parent is this world.

To foster none but villains, and destroy

All who are benetiictora to mankind !'

'* The sufferings to wliich we are here exposed cease to be

a subject that leads to any grateful or ennobling state of

mind, when man regards the pleasures of this life as his

only good. Among the ancient poets, the contemplation

of its evils, when viewed at a distance, is associated with

sentiments simply disheartening, or altogether superficial and

trifling. Let us take for example a famous ode of Horace.

It begins :

—

* Kheu ! fligaoes, Postume, postume,

Labuntur anni ; nee pietas moram
Bugis et instantl senecta

Affi?ret, ludomitseque morti.*
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" It ends :—

• Ahiumpt h»re» CkcuI* dlgnlor,

8«rvat» cantum c'.RVllmt; et mero

Tlnnet favimentum Bupeibo

pontlflcum potior* ctBiiii.

'

•' No modern poet would, or nitlier could, construct verses

after this fashion.

" It is in representations of the triumph of our immortal

nature over the ill* (f niortiility. of the patience with which

they areT)orne, of the power by wliich they are overcome—in

one word, of the moral (lualilies wliich suftering alone brings

Into action, and in those touches that awaken our best and

tenderest affections for the sufferings of others, especially the

innocent and helpless, that the sources of the highest pathos

are to be found. All that is morally sublime springs upward

from our st-verer trials ; and then, only when man feels the

nobleness of his nature. Present the calamity nakedly to

our view, and its contemplation is merely distressing; picture

it In coimexion with some effort of virtue, and a glory is

spread over the whole. In the Fall of D'Assas by Mrs Ilemans,

(not one of the most remarkable of her productions,) a young

officer, full of the thoughts of his home and the scenes of his

earlier years, is represented as surprised and massacred by

his enemies. The simple narrative of such a death naturally

excites painful emotion, but this emotion is so wholly over-

borne, as but to give additional strength to the exoltatioo of

feeling produced by the concluding verses :

—

• " Silence !" In undertones they cry,' etc.

•' We may compare the poem just quoted with a passage

from Virgil, which refers to circumstjvnces somewliat similar,

and has been praised as very pathetic, in the episode of

Nisus and Euryalus, where Nisus perceives that Euryalui

I fltf fallen into the hands of his foes, and is just about to be

ilain.

•Turn rero, extcrrltus, aniens,

Conclamat Niaus: nee le i-elare teiiebris

AmpUus, aut tantum potuit perferre dolorem :

" Me, me, adium qui fed. In me convertUe ferrum,

O Rutuli ! meft frnus omnls ; nihil isce nee aujus,

Vtc potuit ; coilum hoc et conicia sidera testor."

Tantum InTellcem nimium dJcxit aniicum.

Tall* dicta (labat ; sed viribui eosit adactus

Tnuisabiit cottas.'

•' However conspicuous such a passage may be in an ancient

poet, it would not, we believe, be regarded with great admira-

tion in a modern.

"In one of Miss Edgeworth's little stories for children,

which are far better worth reading than most books for grown

people, she says of the cottage of some poor woman that it

ims as clean as misery could make it There is a pathos in

these few words, not unusual in her wTitlngs, but such as we

can find in but a scanty number of writers before our own

age. It has not been well understood, that the indirect ex-

pressions of sufTerinp are far more powerful than the direct,

and that we are much more affected by suppressed, than by

unrestrained emotion. In but little of the poetry of past

times is there any trace of quickness or delicacy of perception

in regard to the modes or expressions of human feeling and

passion : for man himself had not become sufficiently refined

for the exercise of such observation. Plato objects to Homer,

and the tmgic poets of Greece, that they degraded men's

minds by representing their heroes, when suffering, as pouring

forth long lamentations, singing their sorrows, and beating

their brea-fts. So far as they did so, there was nothing pathetic

in their wTitings. Who, indeed, in modern times, was ever

able to Imagine himself affected by tlie »orro«rs of Achillea

for the death of Patrodut, or those of his mother, Tlietlt, In

consequence ?

" From the want of sentiment and of moral associations,

the descriptive language of the ancient poets is, iti general,

scanty and poor. It is for the most jvart drawn immediately

from the perceptions of the senses, and has little to do with

the Invisible feelings and images, of which outward thing*

become the symbols to a reflecting mind. It rarely gives them

a moral being; its epithets are seldom imaginative ; it paints

to the eye ; it calls up recollections of bodily rest and pleasure;

but it does not often address the heart.

** Horace begins one of his odes thus :

—

' Vides, ut ulta itet nlve candidum

Soracte i
necjam tuitineant onut

Sylvni laborantcfl, geluque

Flumlna coniUterint acuto 7'

" The epithets white mountain, deep snow, sharp frost, are

are all taken without addition immediately from tlie percep-

tion of the senses ; nor, considering the common prosaic use

of laboro, in a similar sense, is the epithet labotirirv; much

more poetical
;
yet the passage is as striking of its kind as

most that may be found in Latin poetry. The lines are thus

rendered by Uryden,

—

* Eehold yon mountain's hoary height

Hade higher with new mounts ufanew

;

Again behold the winter's weight

OpprcBi the labouring woods below j

And stream*, with ley fettera bound,

Denumb'd atid cramp'd to solid ground.

" Dryden was not eminent for his love of nature, or power

of describing its beauties; and a poet of livelier perceptions

would hardly have changed the name of Soracte for the faint

generalisjition, ' yon mountain ;' yet something of the diffe-

rence which we wbli to point out between ancient and modern

poetry is here perceptible. Let us take from Mrs Ilemans an

example of the richly imaginative character of that of later

times. We will give the beginning of the verses in which she

describes herself as reading, in an arbour, * The Talisman * of

Scott. A particular interest attaches to them from the cir-

cumstance that, in the best portrait of her, slie Is represented

in this real or imaginary situation.

' There were thick leares above me and around,' etc.

•* Every subject becomes rich in proportion to the wealth

of the mind by which it is contempLited. The intellectual

light that shines upon it gives it its colours. Deficient as the

ancient poets were in so many sources of thought and feeling

that exist in modern times, they discover as imperfect a sen-

sibility to most of the other pleasures of a refined taste, as to

those derived from the objects of nature. There is to be found,

for instance, in their works, scarcely a single pa3s:ige, perhaps

not one, in which the power of music, as blending in intimate

union sensible and intellectual pleasures, is described with

strong expression ; yet what a treasury of glowing images and

solemn thoughts this subject has opened to modem poets.

We need not quote for illustration Mrs Ilemans's * Trium-

phant Music.*

" Through our strong sympathy with our fellow-men, we

are deeply Interested in the remains of antiquity, in the ruins

that recall it to our thoughts, and in the histories which have

come down to us—or rather in those histories as fashioned

anew by our imagination, effacing and softening, filling up

the rude outline, and colouring and embellishing at pleasure.

In proportion as we have a more vivid conception of the

1 virtues and excellences of which man is capable, so man, as
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such, becomes more an object of our regard. In looking back
through the obscurity of time, the depravity tliat would liave

shocked us, if forced upon our observation, is partially lost

in the darkness, and the bright traits of character shine out

more distinctly. The dead of past ages are regarded with

something of the same tenderness tliat we feel toward the

dead whom we have known : at least we consent for a timo

to sacrifice our philosophy to an illusion, and, instead of the

Richard Coeur-de-Lion of history, whose only marked cha-

racteristics were bodily strength and brutal hardihood, with

those few gleams of goodness which nothing but the grossest

sensuality can utterly extinguish, we consent for a time to

take the Richard of Scott*s Ivanhoe ; or, in fancying the

Augustan age, are willing to forget that it took its name from

* him who murder'd Tully,

That cold villain, Octavius '

*' Conformably to the laws of our better nature, our imagi-

nation is most readily attracted by what is most excellent in

man. While viewing a beautiful tract of country with which

we are not familiar, we can liardly refrain from idealising its

supposed inhabitants, and giving them somewhat of a poetical

character, or, in other words, a character agreeable to our

best feelings. So it is in casting our view over past ages.

Our sympathies are excited for the hopes, and fears, and the

virtues, such as they were, of those who have lost all power

to injure ; and we may even fashion dim images of what they

now are, as existing somewhere in the creation of God,

divested, perliaps, of the evil that clung to them on earth.

The idea of that moral purification and development, which,

we believe, is continually going on in the universe, may thus

mingle with the contemplation of the past. It is in trans-

ferring us into a world in which grateful imaginations are

blended with truth, and the harshness of present reality is

shut out, that the poetic interest of antiquity principally

consists.

"Of this, modern poetry and fiction have abundantly

availed themselves. But tliough a shadowy antiquity lay as

a background to Greek and Roman civilisation, yet it was

rarely resorted to by the ancient poets as a source of pleasing

or solemn emotions. To them the remoter ages were little

more than a desert abounding with monstrous fictions, with

licentious and savage divinities, Iialf-brutal demigods, and

heroes, and chiefs hardly human, whose fabulous deeds and

sufferings present nothing to recommend tliem to our sense

of beauty. In the period following, history assumed at least

an air of truth, and men appeared on the stage with human
feelings, passions, and virtues. But, in looking back upon

their earlier history, the ancients seem to have felt but slightly

those peculiar sentiments and trains of feeling, whicli the

contemplation of antiquity now awaliens in our breasts. In

no ancient poet is there a celebration of a hero of his country

to be compared with Mrs Hemans' lines on the Scottish

patriot, Wallace, beginning

* Kest with the brave, whose names belong

To the high sanctity or song.'

There is no appeal to the deeds of their fathers equal to her

1 war-song—

• Fling forth the proud banner of Leon again
;

Let the high word " Castile " go resounding through Spain.

No poetic conception of antiquity is to be found resembling

the introduction of her ' Cathedral Ilymn'—

' A dim and mighty minster of old time,

A temple, shadowy with remembrances

Of the majcsHe past I

'

And above all, there is nothing so morally ennobling, so
adapted to raise the character of a people, as the verses by
which she has conferred a great obligation on our country—
her * Pilgrim Fatliers.'

*' But, beside the advantages afforded to a modem poet by
the religious and moral improvement of our race, whicli it

has been principally our object to point out, there are otbeni

at which we may glance. He may look back over many
ages, and around upon all countries, and acquaint himself

with man, as he has existed and exists under circumstances

the most dissimilar, lie may possess himself of all that

knowledge of human nature, which has been gathered from
long experience, and wide observation^ and multiplied oppor-

tunities of comparison, lie may, like Southey, construct

poems, as wild and wondrous, and as morally beautiful, as
'Thalaba,' or as rich with barbaric splendour as * The Curse

of Kehama,' from the rude materials of Arabian fiction or

Hindoo mythology. The treasures of learning and science,

so poor in ancient times, have, through succeeding ages,

been' accumulating to furnish him with thoughts, illustrations,

and images. Our conceptions are enlarged, our views raised,

the physical as well as the moral universe has been con-
tinually opening to the view of man, and knowledge unfold-

ing her ever-lengthening scroll, of which the ancients had
scarcely read the first hnes. It was a dream, ridiculed by
Plato,! of the extravagant admirers of Homer, that all human
and divine learning was to be found in his writings.

" In the nature of things, art is progressive ; its theory and
practice are gradujilly better understood, errors are discovered

and corrected, new objects of attainment proposed, and
visions of higher excellence revealed to the mind; and thus

we may believe, that the character, principles, purposes, and
means of poetry are now comprehended more justly than

they were in former times.

'* Hut it may be said that, in perfection of language at

least, the poets of Greece and Home must remain unsur-

passed. It may be doubted, however, whether we are

qualified to pronounce this judgment in their favour. The
harmonious flow of articulate sounds in the Greek and Latin

languages, particularly in the Latin, is not to be readily

attained in some of the principal languages of literary

Kurope. But if we speak of poetical beauty of expression

and harmony of thought, we must recollect tliat it is neces-

sary to be acquainted with the train of shadowy associations

which follow the direct meaning of a poetical word, before we
can determine that word to be well chosen. But such

acquaintance unplies an intimate knowledge of the use of

language and of the state of mind in those addressed, which,

as regards the poetry of the ancients, it is very difiicuit to

acquire, and, in many particulars, impossible, yet without

wliich we are liable to fall into great mistakes, and may often

be left in much uncertainty. Take, for example, the line

—

' Quadrupedante putrem sonitu quatit ungula campum.*

It has been admired from the consonance of the sound with

tlie sense. We understand the epithet puMs to mean dusty^

the dusty plain ; but this epithet is elsewhere applied to a

rich, mellow soil, easily broken up, or to a sandy plain. Ac-
cording to either of these uses, it is apparently an epithet

unsuitable, from its associations, to be given to a field described

as shaken and resounding witli the trampling of a body of

horse. As respects, likewise, the epithet quadrupedanSt wo
may doubt whether any modern critic can explain why qua-

dru}y;dante sonitu is more poetical in Virgil than itaequtva-

1 " De Bepublica," lib. x. p. 598, seq.
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tent, * the sound of quadrupeds/ would be In a modern poet.

If used to express the sound of horses.

" Let us take anotlier example

:

• Pastor cum trah«ret p«r frcta n«Tlbu«

IdwU Helenam perfidus hoipltAm.'

Why Is the word traheret used, which, as employed el«e-

wliere, would imply the taklnff away of Helen against her

will ? Dues it refer to one version of the story according to

which Taria did bear her away by force? Were this the

case, one would nattinilly expect, considering the reproach-

ful and denunciatory character of the ode, to find tliat idea

brought out more distinctly. Is it intended to express the

reluctance with which, though yielding to her love for Paris,

she left Iier husband and her home ? This conception is too

refined for an ancient poet tn trust to its being made apparent

by so light a touch, if indeed we may suppose it to have

entered his mind. Was trafurd then intended, by its associ-

ations with an act of violence, to denote the nipidity and fear

of the flight of I'aris ? or was it merely employed abusivety,

to use a technical term—only with reference to a part of its

signification, as words are not unfrequently used in poetry,

tliough it is ahvays an imperfection ?

**Such cases are very numerous, in which no modern

reader can pronounce with just confidence upon tlie character

of the poetical language of the ancients. Instances are fre-

quently occurring in which, if we admire at all, we must

admire at second-hand, upon trust. The meaning and effect

of words have undergone changes which it is often not easy,

and often not possible, to ascertain with precision. Even in

our own language this is the case. Shakspeare s;iys

—

' Nor Heaven peep through the blanket of the dark

To cry. Hold! Hold"'

** Here Johnson understands him as presenting the ludi-

crous conception of * the ministers of vengeance peeping

through a blanket ;* and Coleridge, as we see by his Table-

To/Jt, conjectured that instead of ' blanket,* ' blank height
*

was perhaps written by Shakspojire. Uut by ' Heaven ' we

conceive to be meant not the ministers of vengeance, but the

lights of heaven ; and it is not unpoetical to speak of the

moon and stars as peeping through clouds. With the word

• blanket,' our associations are trivial and low; but under-

stand it merely as denoting a thick covering of darkness which

closely enwraps the lights of hearen, and it suits well to Its

place. But our associati<)nB wltii tlie word are accidental: there

is nothing intrinsically more mean in a blanket than a sheet,

yet none would object to the expression of * a slieet of Hglit,*

The fortunes of the words only have been different, and tlmt,

in all probability, since the time of Shakspeare, considering

his use of this word, and the corresponding use of t!ie word

rwj by Drayton.

1

" If such be the character of poetical Jangtiage, it is clear

that, to judge with critical accuracy of that of a distant age

or even a foreign land, requires uncommon knowledge and

discrimination, as well as an accurate taste ; wliile unfortu-

nately, profound scholarship and cultivated and elegant habits

of mind have very rarely been united in the study of the

ancient poets. The supposition of a peculiar felicity of ex-

pression in their writings is to be judged of, in most cases,

rather by extrinsic probabilities, which do not favour it, than

by any direct and clear evidence of it that can he produced.

We are very liable in this particular to be biassed by prepos-

session and authority; our imaginations often deceive us;

we create the beauty which we fancy that we find.

*' There is perhaps no poet, in whose productions the char-

acteristics of which we have spoken as giving a superiority to

the poetry of later times over that which has preceded, ap-

pear more strikingly than in those of Mrs Ilemans. When,

after reading such works as she has written, we turn over the

volumes of a collection of English poetry, like that of Chal-

mers, we cannot but perceive tliat the greater part of it

appears more worthless and distasteful than before. Much is

evidently the work of barren and unformed, vulgar and vicioiu

minds, of individuals without any conception of poetry as the

glowing expression of wliat is most noble in our nature, and

often with no title to the name of poet, but from liaving put

into metre thoughts too mean for prose. Such writings as

those of Mrs Ilemans at once afford evidence of the advance

of our race, and are among the most important means of its

further purification and progress. The minds, which go forth

from their privacy to act with strong moral power upon thou-

sands and ten thousands of other minds, are the real agents

in advancing tlie cliaracter of man, and improving liis con-

dition. They are instruments of the invisible operations of

the Spirit of GoA."—Ckrittian Examiner, Jan. 183d.

1 See example!, in the not«« to Shaktpeart.
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Kwjorda of the aatnntn of 1S34, 622— of the spriiiff of 1834, 617— of woman, 385
Recovery, 629
Re:,'ondi, OinUo, to, 520
Uemeiiibered picture, to a, 464
Keqiiiem of genius, tlie, 482
Restoriitioii of the worka of art to Italy,

22
Return, the. 453— to poetry, the. 622
Retzsch's uii^jel of deitth, on, 628
Revellers, the, 364
Rhhie soug of the German soldiers, b'Si

Rhyllon, residence at, 384, note
Kicliard Cteur-de-Lion, 101— — at the bier of

his father, 346
Rio Verde song, the, 539
Rivers, the, 52y
Ilizpah, the vigil of, 598
Kock beside the sen, the, 566— of Cader Idris, the, 152
Rod of Aaron, the, 495
Roman girl's song. 433
Rome, Alaric at, !>">, note
— buried in her own ruins, 50

Rose, a song of the, 550— a thought of the, 518
Ruin, the, 469
— and its flowers, the, 13

Rural walks, 3
Ruth, 598

Sabbath sonnet, 629
Sacred harp, the, 600
Sadness and mirth, 480
St Cecilia, for a picture of, 505
St Patrick's, nnisie of, 557
Sannazaro, sonnet from, 296
Sappho, last song of, 549
Scene in a Ualecarlian mine, 357
Scenes and hvmns of life, 568
Sceptic, the, 106
Schepler, Louise, two sonnets to, 603
Schiller's Wallenstein, 426
Schmidt, the Wanderer from, 523
Schwerhi, marshal, LTaveof, 555
Seio, the voice of, 243
Scott, Sir Walter, 508, 534— — funeral-day of, 585
Sculptured children, the, 4it6
Sea, distant sound of the, 618— night-hymn at, 597— prayer at, 589— sound of the. 356
— thoutfht of the, 618
Sea-bird flying inland, the, 484
Sea-song of Gafran, the, 146
Sebastian of Portugal, 256— — _ (^e on the defeat

of. 254
Second-sight, 4S3
Secret tribunal, a tale of the, 194
" Seek by the silvery I)arro,"54J
Shade of Theseus, the, 349
Shadow of a flower, the, 491
SImkspeare. 2
Shepherd-imet of the Alp*». the, 512
Shore of Africa, tlie, I;18

Shunamile woman, reply of the, 598
Sicilian captive, the, 412
Sickncst, thoughts during, 627— like night, (i2S

Siege of Valencia, the. 262
Silent multitude, the, 493
Silver lotks, the, 10
Silvio Pelhco, to, 623— — released, 622
" Sing to me, gondolier,*' 6<)3
" Sister ! since I met thee last," 559
Sister's dream, the, 507
Sisters, the, 543— of Itethany, the. 599— ofScio, the, 455
8i.iter-in-law. to the memorv of a, 486
Skv. to tlie, 617
Skylark, tlie, 632

Skylark, on watching the flight of a. 618
Sleeper, the, 4s4
— of Marathon, the, 295

Smith, Elizal>etli, lines on. 12
Soldier's deathbed, the, 4fil

— Hong of memory, the, 358
Sung for air by Hummel, 490
— founded on an Arabian anecdots,

293
— of Uelos, 5.35

— of eniignition, 451— of hope, the, 546— of fliina's soldiers, 641— of night, the, 471
— of penitence, the, 609— of the battle of Morgarten, tlie,

253
— of the rose, a, .550

— oftheSpanish wanderer, 361— of the Virgin, 599
Songs for summer hours, 541— of a guarlian spirit, 538— of captivity, 545
— of our fathers, the, 356— of Spain, 539
— of the affections, 442
— of theC'id.2:J8

Sonnet, " A child midst ancient, 601— "A fearless joiirneyer," f!03

— " A song for Israel's God," 598— " All the bright hues," 6(H)

— " Amidst these scenes," 50— •* And come, ye faithful," 597— ** And ye are strong," 619
— '* As the tired voyager," 597— '* Back, then, once more." 629— *' Beside the streams,"46— *' Blessings be round," 603— " Calm scenes," 620— "Come forth," 621
— " Crowning a flowery slope,"

603
— •* Doth thy heart stir," 619
— '* Exempt from every grief," 47— ** Fair Tajn, there." 44— ** Far are the wings," 621— *' Par from the rusthngs," 617— " Father in heaven," 6*21

— ** Flowers ! when the Saviour,"
(iOl

— *' For there a holy," 603— *' Happy were they," 601— " lie that was de!id,*'H02— " He wlio proclaims," 47— " High in the glowing," 43— " How flows tliy l)eing," 022— *' How many blessed," 629— *' How shallthe harp," 600— *• 1 cry aloud," 138— "1 dwell among," 598— *' I love to hail," 3— •• I met that image." 601— '* If e'er again," 623
— " If thus thy fallen," 49— *• If to the sighing, 51— "Italia, O liaha."49
— " Italia, oil ! no more," 138— " Like those pale stars," 599— " Lowliest of women," 598— " M:ijestic plant," 623— " My earliest naemories," 618— " Nobly thy song," (i24— " Not long thy voice," 620— " O Cambruin river," 618— " O gentle story," 620— " O festal spring." 617— " O nature.' there," 628— " <> thought, O memory," 627— " O vale and lake," 619— *• Oft have I sung, "45— " Oftinstillniglit-dreams."624— " Oh : bless'd beyond," 599— "Oh! judge in thoughtful,"— 617
— " Oh! whatajov,"621
— " On Judah's liiils," 602— " Once more the eternal." l>22— " One grief, one faith," 699

Sonnet, " Pause not," 49
*' Pilgrim, whose steps," 138

— *' Poor insect, rash us rare,"
— 623
— " Saved from tlie periN,** 46
— ** She that cast down," 13S
— ** Should love, the tyrant," 45— " Soft skiesollialy," 57
— " SofUhed by the strain," 523
— •' Spirit beloved," 45
— *' Spirit, 80 oft," 623
— *' Spirit, whose life sustjiining,"

602
— •• Still are the cowslips," 619— '• Still that hist look," <;20

— *' Sylph of the breeze," 61
— ** The palm, the vine," 602— " The plume-like swaying,"

598
— '* The sainted spirit," 50— "Then was a tiisk,"600
— " There are wlio climb," 622
— " Tiiere blooms a plant," 46
— '* T'n-re was a mounifulneas,"

599
— " These marble domes," 50— " Tlie\ Hoat before my soul,"

*)-.'3

— " TMf ereen recess," 51
— ** Tliis mountain-scene," 44— ** Those eyes whence love," 44— " Thou art like night," 628
— •* Thou hast tliy record," 599— " Thou in thy morn,"60— ** Thou that wouldst mark,"

51
— '• Tliou by whose power,"45— " Thou who hast bled," 50— " "Tissweet to think," 3— " To thee, malernal guar-

dian," 2
— " Trees, gracious trees," 619— *' Twas a bright moment,"

623
— " Under a palm-tree," 600
— " Upward and upward," filS— " Waves of .Mondego," 47— " Wo come not, fair one,"

53— " Weeper, to thee," 600— " Welcome, O pure," 628— " >Vell might thine awful,"
628

— '* What household thoughts,'
6<M»

— " What secret current," 620— " When from the mountain,— 13S
— *• Where shall I find," 47— " Whither, celestial maid," 53— " Whither, oh! whither," G'2i— " Who watches," 598— " Wrapt in sad mu>*ings,"43
— " Ye too, the free," 602— " Yes! all things tell ns," 622— " Yet as a .sunl»irst,"699
— " Yet rolling far," 618

Sonnets, devotional and memorial, 600
Sound of the sea, the, .356

— — ~ the distant, 618
Southern cross, the, 332 note
Spain, songs of, 539
Sj»anish chapel, the, 418^ evening hymn, 540— wanderer, song ot the, 361
Spartans' march, the, 243
Spells of home, tlie, 4^3
Spirit, flight of the. 628
— of the Cape, appearance of the

to Vasco de Gama, 297
Spirit's mysteries, the. 429
— return, a, 442

Spring of 18;i4, records of the, 617— the voice (»f, 247
Stanzas on the death of the Princess

Charlotte. 5SI

— to the memory of , 360— — — George III.. 187
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A blessingontliyhead, thou child of manyfaopesandfeara, 502

A child beside a liamlet's fount at play, 604

A child midst ancient mountains 1 have stood, 601

A deep-toned lyre hung murmuring, 478

A dim and mighty minster of old time, 074

A fearless journeyer o'er the mountain-snow, 603

A glorious voice hath ceased, 585

A lyre its plaintive sweetness pour'd, 559

A mighty and a mingled throng, 4^3

A monarch on his deathbed lay, 423

A mournful gift is mine, my friends, 483

A requiem, and for whom, 435

A song for Israel's God ! Spear, crest, and hehn, 598

A song for the death-day of the brave, 425

A song waa heard of old, a low sweet song, 535

A sound comes on tlie rising breeze, 561

A sound of music from amidst the hills, 415

A souud of woe in Salem ! mournful cries, 98

A sounding step was heard by night, 476

A trumpet's note is in the sky. m the glorious Roman si^y, 479

A voice from Scio*8 isle, 243

A voice from times departed yet floats thy hills among, 143

A voice of woe, a murmur of lament, 255

A wail was heard around the bed , the deathbed ofthe young, 350

A youth rode forth from his childhood's home, 477

A youth went forth to exile, from a home, 351

Again, oh send that nnthem-peal again, 557

Ah cease I these fruitless tears restrain, 49

All night the booming minute-gun, 373

All the bright hues from Eastern garlands glowing, 601

Alone through gloomy forest-sliades, 537

Along the star-lit Seine went music swelling, 404

Amidst the bitter tears that fall, 46

Amidst the peopled and the regiil isle, 141

Amidst the thrilling leaves, thy voice, 495

Amidst those scenes, O pilgrim ! seek'st thou Rome, 50

And come, ye faithful ! round Messiah seen, 597

And is there glory from the heaven departed, 375

And is there sadness in thy dreams, my boy, 458

And slirink ye from the way, 4^>0

And there they sleep, the men who stood, 251

And was thy borne, pale wither'd thing, 245

And ye are strong to shelter : all meek things, 619

Another warning sound I The funeral bell, 187

Answer me, burning stars of night, 424

Answer, ye chiming waves, 511

Apropos of your illness, pray give, if you ple&ae, 139

Are ye for ever to your skies departed, 354

Arise ! old Norway sends the word, 567

Art thou come from the far-off land at last, 501

As the tired voyager on stonny seas, 5^7

Ask'st thou my home ? my pathway wouldst thoa know, 364

Ave .' now let prayer and music, 540

Away ! Hhougli stilt thy sword is red, 293

Ay, warrior^ arm ! and wear thy plume, 490

Back then, once more to breast the waves of life, 629

Banners hung drooping from on high, 604

Bear them not from grassy della, 556

Before the fiery sun , 242

Beings of brighter worlds, that rise at times. 114

Beside the streams of Babylon, in tears, 46

Bird of the greenwood, 556

Bird, that art singing on Ebro's side, 540

Birds, joyous birds of the wandering wing, 434

Blessing and love be round thee still, fair boy, 520

Blessings be round it still, that gleaming fane, 603

Blessings, O Father ! shower, 506

Brave spirit ! mnurn'd with fond regret, 55

Bride! upon thy marriage-day, 466

Brightly, brightly hast thou fled, 562

Bring flowers, young Howers, for the festal board, 362

Bring music ! stir tlie brooding air, 554

Broods there some spirit here, 577

By a mountain-stream at rust, 5G6

By the blue waters, the restless ocean-waters, 627

By the dark stillness brooding in the sky, 607

By the dread and viewless powers, 145

By the mighty minster's bell, 372

By the soft green light in the woody glade, 433

Call back your odours, lovely flowers, 551

Call it not loneliness to dwell, 210

Calm on the bosom of thy God, 357

Calm scenes of patriarch life ! how long a power, 620

Chains on the cities, gloom in the air, 540

Chieftains, lend on .' our hearts beat high, 58

Child ! amidst the flowers at play, 377

Children of night, unfolding meekly, slowly, 551

Clad in all their brt;;htest green, 1

Come away, elves ! while the dew is sweet, 665

Come away ! the child, where flowers are springing, 660

Come away ! the sunny hours, 543

Come forth, and let us through our hearts receive, ^1
Come from the woods with the citron flowers, 388

Come home ! there is a sorrowing breath, 465

Come, let me make a sunny realm around thee, 504

Come near, ere yet the dust, 353

Come to me, dreams of heaven, 564

Come to me, gentle sleep, 567

Come to me, when my soul, 519

Come to me with your triumphs and your woes, 477
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Come to tlie land of peace, 499

Come to the sunset tree, 494

Come to the woods, my boy, 592

Come, while in fresliness and dew it lies, 367

Creature of air and light, 491

Crowning a flowery slope, it stood alone, 603

Dark chieftain of the heath and height, 506

Darkly the cloud of night comes rolling on, 558

Darkly thou glidest onward, 492

Daughter of the Italian heaven, 469

Day is past, 564

Deep, fiery clouds o'ercast the sky, 531

Divine Eliza ! since the sapphire sky, 2J)6

Doth thy heart stir within thee at the sight, 619

Down a broad river of the Western wilds, 402

Dreamer! and wouldst thou know, 498

Dream'st thou of heaven ? What dreams are thine, 518

Droop not, my brothers ! I hear a glad strain, 546

Eagle ! this is not thy sphere, 480

Earth I guard what here we lay in holy trust, 356

Enjoy the sweets of life's luxuriant May, 52

Exempt from every grief, 'twas mine to live, 47

Fair gratitude in strain sublime, 14

Fair images of sleep, 497

Fair Tajo, thou whose calmly-flowing tide, 44

Fair vision I thou'rt from sunny skies, 517

Fair wert thou in the dreams, 249

Fallen was the house of Giafar; and its name, 417

Far are the wings of intellect astray, 621

Far away ! my home is far away, 558

Far from the rustlings of the poplar bough, 617

Far through the Delphian shades, 241

Farewell, beloved and mournM ! we miss awhile, 520

Father ! guide me ; day declines, 579

Father in heaven, from whom the simplest flower, 621

Father of heaven and earth, 592

Father ! tliat in the olive shade, 4^7

Faunus ! wlio lov'st the flying nymphs to chase, 299

Fear was within the tossing bark, 355

Fearfully and mournfully, 382

Fill high the blue liirlas that shines like the wave, 146

FiiTU be thy soul, serene in power, 299

Fling forth the proud banner of Leon again, 539

Flow on ! rejoice, make music, 543

Flow, Rio Verde, 539

Flower of starry clearness l)right, 610

Flowers ! when the Saviour's calm benignant eye, 601

For the strength of the hills we bless thee, 588

For thou, a holy shepherdess and kind, 603

Forget them not, though now their name, 494

Fortune! why ttius, where'er my footsteps tread, 48

Fount of the woods ! thou art hid no more, 365

From a ruin thou art singing, 559

From the bright stars, or from the viewless air, 449

From the deep chambers of a mine, 485

From the glowing southern regions, 150

Gentle and lovely form, 462

Gloom is upon thy lonely hearth, 463

Go forth ! for she is gone, 338

Go in thy glory o'er the ancient sea, 473

Go to the forest glade, 438

Go ! trace th' unnumber'd streaius o'er earth, 529

Green spot of holy ground, 606

Green wave the oak for ever o'er thy rest, 424

Hail ! morning sun, thus early bright, 52

Happy soon we'll meet again, 2

Happy thou art, the child of one, 485

Happy were tliey, the mothers, in whose sight, 601

Hark ! from the dim church-tower, 553

Hark ! from the right bursts forth a trumpet's sound, 128

Harp of the mountain-land ! sound forth again, 145

Hast tliou been in the woods with the honey-bee, C06

Hast thou come with the heart of thy childliood back, 453

Haste witli your torches, haste ! make firelight round, 357

Hath the summer's breath on the south wind borne, 484

Have ye left tlie greenwood lone, 562

He passed from earth, 609

He sat in silence on the ground, 414

He shall not dread misfortune's angry mien, 48

He that in venturous barks hath been, 530

He that was dead rose up and spoke ! He spoke, 602

He walk'd with God in holy joy, 495

He who proclaims that love is light and vain, 47

Heard ye the Gothic trumpet's blast, 95

Heart ! that didst press forward still, 476

Her hands were clasp'd, her dark brows raised, 394

Her home is far, oh ! fir away, 564

Here in the dust, its strange adventures o'er, 21

High in the glowing heavens, with cloudless beams, 43

Hold me upon thy faithful heart, 561

Home of the gifted, fare thee well, 508

How can that eye, with inspiration beaming, 505

How can that love, so deep, so lone, 565

How flows thy being now ? like some glad hynm, 622

How is it that before mine eyes, 487

How many a day, in various hues array'd, 12

How many blessed groups this hour are bending, 629

How many hopes were borne upon thy bier, 457

How many thousands are wakening now, 378

How much of memory dwells amidst tliy bloom, 51S

How shall the harp of poesy regain, 600

How strange a fate in love is mine, 45

Hush ! lightly tread ! still tranquilly she sleeps, 572

Hush ! 'tis a holy hour. The quiet room, 374

llush'd is the world in night and sleep, 55

I am free ! I have burst through my galling chain, 491

I call thee bless'd, though now the voice be fled, 461

1 come down from the hills alone, 533

I come, I come ' ye have call'd me long, 217

I come to thee, O eartli, 471

I cry aloud, and ye shall hear my call, 138

1 dream of all things free, 546

I go, I go ! and must mine image fade, 382

1 go, sweet friends ! yet think of me, 354

I go, sweet sister! yet my lieart would linger with thee fain, 54S

I hate the Persian's costly pride, 298

1 hear thee speak of the better land, 479

1 heard a song upon the wandering wind, 554

I lay on that rock wliere the storms have their dwelling, 152

I lay upon the solemn plain, 295

I look'd on the field where the battle was spread, 605

I love to hear the mild and balmy hour, 3

I love to rove o'er history's page, 2

I made a mountain-brook my guide, 418

I met that image on a mirthful day, 601

I saw him at his sport ereavhile. 583
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Oh ! lightly, lightly tread, 484

Oil ! lightly tread through tliese deep chestnut bowers, 510

Oh ! many a voice is thine, tliou wind ! full many a voice, 475

Oh ! may I ever pa«s my happy houi-s, 3

Oh 1 ne'er be Clanronald the valiant forgot, 58

Oh ! pure and blessed soul, 296

Oh ! skylark, for tliy wing, 544

Oh ! tell me not the woods are fair, 566

Oh ! those alone wliose severed hearts, 48

Oh ! wear it on thy heart, my love, 565

Oh ! what a joy to feel that, in my heart, 621

Oh ! when wilt thou return, 377

Oh ! who hath trod thy consecrated clime, 28

Oh ! wortliy fragrant gifts of flowers and wine, 2U9

On Judah's hills a weight of darkness hung, 602

Once more the eternal melodies from far, 622

One draught, kind fairy! from that fountain deep, 465

One dream of passion and of beauty more, 392

One grief, one faith, O sisters of tlie dead, 599

One hour for distant homes to weep, 545

Pause not with lingering feet, O pilgrim ! here, 49

Peace to thy dreams ! thou art slumbering now, 380

Pilgrim J oh say, iiath thy cheek been fanii'd, 361

Pilgrim ! whose steps these desert sands explore, 138

Poor insect, rash as rare ! thy sovereign, sure, 523

Praise ye the Lord ! on every height, 533

Press on, my steed ! I hear the swell, 150

Propitious winds our daring bark impelled, 297

Raise ye the sword ! let the death-stroke be given, 151

Rest on your battle-fields, ye brave, 245

Rest, pilgrim, rest ! Ti:ou'rt from the Syrian land, 363

Return my thoughts! come home, 607

Return, return, my bird, 521

Ri"g» jf>yous chords ! ring out again, 364

Rise lilie an altar-fire, 575

Rocks of my country ! let the cloud, 376

Rome ! Rome ! thou art no more, 433

Rose ! whiit dost thou here, 550

Royal in splendour went down the day, 398 i

Saved from the perils of the stormy wave. 46

Saviour ! that of woman born, 596

Saw ye the blazing star, 149

Say not 'tis fruitless—nature's holy tear, 296

Seek by the silvery Darro, 540

See'st thou my home ? Tis where yon woods are waving, 460

See'st thou yon gray gleaming hall, 511

She came fortli in her bridal robes array'd, 502

She dwelt in proud Venetian halls, 515

She knelt in prayer. A stream of sunset fell, 407

She sat, where on each wind that sigh'd, 420

She sleeps, but not the free and sunny sleep, 507

She stood upon the loftiest peak, 352

She tliat cast down the empires of the world, 138

Should love, the tyrant of my suffering heart, 45

Silent and mournful sat an Indian chief, 371

Sing, sing in memory of the brave departed, 358

Sing them upon the sunny hills, 366

Sing to me. Gondolier, 563

Singing of the free blue sky, 512

Sister ! since I met thee last, 559

Sister, sweet sister ! let me weep awhile, 455

Sleep midst thy banners furl'd, 365

Sleep, O beloved companion of my woes, 119

Sleep '—we give thee to the wave, 659

Soft falls the mild reviving shower, 529

Soft skies of Italy ! how richly drest, 67

Soldier, awake I the night is past, 562

Son of the mighty and the free, 57

Son ofthe ocean isle, 246

Son of the stranger ! wouidst thou take, 344

Sons of the fair isle I forget not the time, 152

Sooth'd by the strain, tlie wasp thus made reply, 523

Sound on ! thou dark, unslumbering sea, 549

Speak low !—the place is holy to the breath, 470

Spirit beloved I who:ie wing so soon hath flown, 45

Spirit ! so oft in radiant freedom soaring, 623

Spirit ! whose life-sustaining presence fills, 602

Still are the cowslips from thy bosom springing, 619

Still green along our sunny shore, 244

Still is the Syren warbling on thy shore, 536

Still that last look is solemn ! though thy rays, G2!)

Stop, passenger ! a wondrous tale to list, 20

Surely 'tis all a dream, a fever-dre;im, 579

Sweet rose ! whose tender foHage to expand, 48

Sweets of the wild, that Ircathe and bloom, 13

Sylph of the breeze, whose dewy pinions light, 01

That was a Joyous day in Rheims of old, 403

The Alpine horn, the Alpine horn, 545

Tlie bark that held a prince went down , 346

Tiie blue, deep, glorious heavens ! I lift mine eye, 583

The boy stood on the burning? deck, 3G9

Tlie breaking waves dash'd high, 429

The bright hours return, the blue sky is ringing, 147

The champions had come from their fields of war, 412

Tlie chord, the harp's full chord is hush'd, 379

The citron groves their fruits and flowers were strewing, 338

The corn in golden light, 348

The dead ! tiie glorious dead ! and shall they rise, 468

The fever's hue hath left thy cheek, beloved, 595

The fires gi-ew pale on Home's destrted shrines, 221

The gloomiest day hath gleams of light, 501

The hall of Cynddylan is gloomy to-night, 147

The hall of harps is lone to-night, 152

The hearth, the hearth is desolate, the fire is quench'd, 3S0

The hills all glow'd with a festive light, 432

Tlie hollow dasli of waves, the ceaseless roar, 427

Tlie infant muse, Jehovah ! would aspire, 1

Tlie Kaiser feasted in his hall, 419

The kings of old have shrine and tomb, 376

The moonbeam quivering o'er the wave, 213

Tiie Moor had beleaguer'd Valencia's walls, 239

The morn rose bright on scenes renown'd, 63

The Moslem spears were gleaming, 521

Tiie muffled drum was heard, 552

Tiie night-wind shook the tapestry round an ancient, 405

The palm, the vine, the cedar, each hath power, 602

The plume-like swaying of the auburn com, 598

The power that dwelleth in s>weet sounds to waken, 429

The rose was in rich bloom on Sharon's plain, 372

The sainted spirit which from bliss on high, 50

The sea-bird's wing o'er ocean's breast, 434

The sea-king woke from the troubled sleep, 340

The skylark, when the dews of mom, 532

The sleep of storms is dark upon the skies, 503

The sound of thy streams in my spirit I hear, 490

The spirit of my land, 379

The stately homes of England, 412

The stranger's heart ! oh ! wound it not, 464
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Tlie summer leaves wore sighing, 539

The sun comes forth : each mountnin heiglit, 529

Tlie sun sets brightly : but a ruddier glow, 97

The torreiit-uave, tliiit breaks witli force, 48

The troubadour o'er many a plain, 101

The trumpet of the battle, 5<i7

The trumjwt's voice hath roused the land, 374

The vesper-bell from churcii and tower, 547

The voices of my liome ! I hear them stilt, 316

The voices of two forest boys, 437

The war-noUi of the Saracen, 446

The warrior bow'd his crested head, and tamed his heart, 4.".6

The warrior cross'd the ocean's foam, 361

The wind, the wandering wind, 542

The wine-month shone in its golden prime, 255

The woods ! oh, solemn are the boundless woods, 31)6

Theirs was no dream, O monarch hill, 151

Then was a task of glory all thine own, 600

riifre are bright scenes beneath Italian skies, 191

Tliere are sounds in the dark Koiicesvalles, 541

Tliere are the aspens with their silvery hair, 576

Tliere are who climb the mountain's heathery side, fi22

There blooms a plant, whose gaze from liour to hour, 46

There have been bright and glorious pageants here, 251

There is a wakening on the mighty hills, 581

There was a mournfuhiess in an.tiel eyes, 599

There was lieard a song on the chiming sea, 451

Tliere was heard the somid of a coming foe, 345

There was music on the midnight, 448

There went a dirge through the forest's gloom, 457

There went a warrior's funeral through the night, 401

There were faint sounds of weeping ; fear and gloom, 467

There were sights and sounds of revelry, 452

Tliere were thick leaves above me and around, 427

There were trampling sounds of many feet, 515

There's be;uity all around our jiaths, ifbut our watchful eyes,370

These niarMe domes, by wealth and genius graced, 50

They float before my sonl, the fair designs, 623

They grew in beauty, side by side, 435

They haunt me still, tli&se calm, pure, holy eyes, 464

They have wandcr'd in their glee, 541

They rear'd no trophy o'er his grave, 609

They sought for treasures in the tomb, 244

Thine eyes are charm'd, tliine earnest eyes, 458

Thine is a strain to read among the hills, 422

This green recess, where through the bowery gloom, 51

This mountain scene with sylvan grandeur crown'd, 44

Those eyes whence love diffused her purest light, 44

Thou art a thing on our dreams to rise, 357

Thou art bearing lience thy roses, 366

Thou art come from the spirit's land, thou bird, 343

Thou art gone, thou art slumbering low, 421

Thou art like night, O sickness ! deeply stilling, G28

Thou art no lingerer in motmrchs* Imll, 431

Thou art passing iience, my brother, 459

Thou art sounding on, tliou mighty sea, 356

Thou art welcome, O thou warning voice, 509

Thou didst fall on the field with thy silver hair, 555

Tliou grot, whence flows this limpid spring, 52

Thou hast a charmed cup, O Fame, 497

Thou hast been rear'd too tenderly, 4R6

Thou hast been where the rocks of coral grow, 481

Thou hast loved and thou hast suffered, 501

Thou hast thy record in the monarch's hall, 599

Thou hast watch'd beside the bed of death, 507

Thou in thy morn wert like a glowing rose, 50

Thou mov'at !n visions. Love ! around thy way, 503

Thou see'st her pictured with hersiiining Imir, 416

Thou shouldat be look'd on when the starlight falls, 250

Thoushouldst have slept beneath the stately pines, 4^0

Thou sleepest, but when wilt thou wake, fair child, 431

Thou that canst gaze upon thine omi fair boy, 356

Thou tliat liast loved so long and well, 489

Thou that with pallid cheek. 496

TIiou thatwouldst mark in form of human birtli, 51

Thou the stern monarch of dismay, 51

Thou thing of years departed, 436

Thou to whose power my hopes, my joys, I gave, 45

Tliou wak'st from rosy sleep to play, 356

Thou who hast fled from life's enchanted bowers, 50

Though dark are the prospects and heavy the hours, 11

Though youth may boast the curls that flow, 10

Throne of expression, whence tlie spirit's ray, 59

Through evening's bright repose, 589

Thy foes had girt thee with tlieir dread array, 93

Thy heart is in the upper world, where fleet the chamois, 450

Thy rest was deep at the slumberer's hour, 348

Thy voice is in mine ear, beloved, 453

Thy voice prevails .' Dear friend, my gentle friend, 442

Tliy voice was in my soul, it call'd me on, 455

Tis lone on ihe waters, 486

Tis sweet to think the spirits of the blest, 3

To thee, maternal guardian of ray youth, 2

To-night, kind friends, at your tribunal here, 21

Too long apart, a bright but sever'd band, 520

I Too long h:ive tyranny and power combined, 4

Torches were blazing clear, 346

Trees, gracious trees, how rich a gift ye are, 619

Tribes of the air, whose favour'd race, 531

•Twas a bright moment of my life, when first, 623

Twas a dream of olden days, 491

"Twas a lovely thought to mark the hours, 369

'Twas but a dream ! I saw tlie stag leap free, 385

'Twas early day, and sunlight streamed, 437

'Twas morn upon tlie Grecian hills, 243

'Twas niglit in Babylon ; yet many a beam, 219

Twasnightupon the Alps. The Senn's wild horn, 234

Twas noon, and Afrit's dazzling sun on iiigh, 212

Twas the deep mid-watch of the silent night, 241

Two barks met on the deep mid-sea, 160

Two solemn voices in a funeral strain, 472

Unbending midst the watery skies, 48

Under a palm-tree, by the green old Nile, 600

Upward, and upM'ard still ! hi pearly light, 618

Voice of the gifted elder time, 339

Warrior .' wliose image on thy tomb, 428

Warriors ! my noon of life is past, 56

Was it the sigh of the southern gale, 495

Was tiiat tlie light from some lone swift canoe, 590

Watch ye well ! the moon is shrouded, 146

AVaves of Mondego, brilliant and serene, 47

We come not, fair one ! to thy hand of snow, 53

We have the myrtle's breath around us here, 394

We heard thy name, O Mina, 541

We miss t!iy voice, wliile early flowers are blooming, 486

We return, we return, we return no more, 500

We saw thee, O stranger ! and wept, 343

We see no more in thy pure skies, 588

Weep thou no more ! O monarch! dry thy tears, 121

Weeper ! to thee how bright a morn was given, 600
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Weep'st tliou for him whose doom was seai'd, 56

Welcome, O pure and lovely forms ! again, 628

Well might tliine awful image thus arise, 62S

What are the lessons given, 252

Wliat dost thou here, brave Swiss, 294

What first should consecrate as thine, 295

What hidest thou in thy treasure-caves and cells, ?.Q1

What household thoughts around thee as tlieir shrine, 600

What secret current of man's nature turns, 620

What wak'at thou, spring ? Sweet voices in the woods, 432

Wliat was your doom, my father ? In thine arms, 587

What wish can friendship form for tliee, 295

What woke the buried sound that lay, 563

WTien from the mountain's brow the gathering shade, 138

When the last blush of eve is dying, 148

When tlie soft breath of spring goes forth, 533

Wlien the tide's billowy swell, 4U2

When the young eagle with exulting eye, 106

When thy bounding step I hear, 524

When twilight's gray and pensive hour, 532

When will ye think of me, my friends, 500

Whence are those tranquil joys in mercy given, 15

Whence art tliou, flower? From holy ground, 244

Wlience is the might of thy niaster-siiell, 498

Where are the vintage-songs, 546

Wiiere are they, those green fairy islands, reposing, 146

Where is tJie sea ? I languish here, 487

Where is the summer with her golden sun, 349

Where is the tree the prophet threw, 496

Where met our bards of old ? The glorious throng, 246

Where shall I find some desert scene so rude, 47

Where shall I find in all this fleeting earth, 489

Where shall the minstrel find a theme, 534

Where shall we make her grave. 549

Where sucks the bee now ? Summer is flying, 355

Where the long reeds quiver, 581

Wherefore and whither bear'st thou up my spirit, 483

WHiile the blue is richest, 565

Whisper, thou tree, thou lonely tree, 473

Whither, celestial maid, so fast away, 53

Whither, oh whither, wilt thou wing thy w;iy, 628

Who watches on the mountains with the dead, S98

Why art thou thus in thy beauty cast, 524

Why lingers my gaze where the last hues of day, 149

AVhy wouldst thou leave me, O gentle child, 423

Wildly and mournfully the Indian drum, 405

Willow ! in thy breezy moan , 542

With sixty knights in his gallant train, 238

With what young life and vigour in its breath, 256

Wouldst thou to love of danger speak, 48

Wouldst thou wear the gift of immortal bloom, 439

Wrapt in sad musings, by Euphrates* stream, 43

Ye are not miss'd, fair flowers, that late were spreading, 542

Ye have been holy, O founts and floods, 474

Ye met at the stately feasts of old, 480

Ye tell me not of birds and bees, 499

Ye too, the free and fearless birds of air, 602

Yes ! all tilings tell us of a birthright lost, 622

Yes ! 1 came from the spirit's land, 343

Yes ! I have seen the ancient oak, 347

Yes ! it is haunted, this quiet scene, 358

Yes ! it is ours : the field is won, 245

Yea ! rear thy guardian hero's form, 485

Yes ! thou hast met the sun's last smile, 360

Yet as a sun-burst flushing mountain-snow, 599

Yet, rolling far up some green mountain-dale, 618

You ugliest of fabrics ! you horrible eyesore, 382
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nip, and on the Sowing of Turnip for Seed. Sowing of Winter Tares—Rape—Crimson Clover-
Bokhara Clover—Red Clover for Seed—and ItaHan Rye-grass. Picking and Drying of Hops.
Sowing of Winter Beans. Pulling, Steeping, and Drying of Flax and Hemp. Reaping Wheat,
Barley, Oats, Rye, Beans, Pease, and Tares, when grown for Seed. Carrying and Stacking of
Wheat, Barley, Oats, Beans, and Pease. The Common Jerusalem Artichoke. Reaping Buck-
wheat, Sunflower, and Maize. Birds destructive to the Grain Crops. Putting the Tups to the
Ewes. Bathing and Smearing of Sheep. Lifting Potatoes. Storing Potatoes. Sowing Wheat,
Barley, and Pease in Autumn. Sowing several varieties of Grain together. Planting Potatoes
in Autumn. The effects of Special Manures. Rotation of Crops. Fertility of Soils. Disposal
of the Fat Pigs. Management of Fowls. Animals destructive to Poultry.

REALISATION.
Differences in the Physical Geography of Fai-ms. Climate and its Efifects. The Judging of

Land. Estimating the Rent of a Farm. The Mode of Offering for a Farm. Negotiating the
Covenants of the Lease. Entering to a Farm. The Stocking of a Farm. Choo.sing the Site, on
Building, and on the Expenses of Erecting the Steading. The Farm-house. Cottages for Farm-
servants. Insurance against Fire and Disease. The Principles of Enclosure, and on Shelter.
The Planting and Rearmg of Thorn Hedges. The Building of Stone Fences. Wire Fences. Em-
banking against Rivulets. Construction of Field Gates. Draining of Land. Improving Waste
Land. Trench and Subsoil Ploughing. Liming of Land. I"o>-ming Water-meadows. Irrigation.
T|eatment of Draught-stallions. Breaking-in of young Draught-horses. Breaking-in young
Saddle-horses. Training and working the Shepherd's Dog. Slaughtering Oxen, Sheep, and Pies.
The points to be aimed at in Breeding the most perfect forms in Live Stock. Description of the
Animals whose Portraits are given in the Plates. Account of some other Breeds of Cattle and
Sheep. The Principles of Breeding. Selection of Parents in Breeding. Breeding in-and-in.
Crossing. Hiring of Farm-servants. Wages of. Farm-servants. The Farm Smith, Joiner, and
Saddler. The care due to the Implements. Making Experiments on the Farm. Corn-markets.
Farm Book-keeping. Concluding exhortations to the young Farmer. Index.

*' The best practical book I have ever met witli."

—

Profe^i^or Jolmsion.
'* We assure agricultural students that they will derive both pieasure and profit from a diligent perusal of this

clear directory to rural labour. . . . We have thoroughly examined these volumes ; but to give a full notice
of their varied and valuable contents would occupy a larger space than we can conveniently devote to their dis-
cussion

; we therefore, in general terms, commend them to the careful study of every young man who wishes to
become a good practical fanner."—rimes.

" A work, the excellence of which is too well known to need iiny remarks of ours."

—

Farmers' Mayazine.
y Exhibiting in every page the combination of large experience, extensive observation, and a cultivated

mind.
. . . One of the most unique and valuable works to he found within the rauge of agricultural litera-

ture."

—

Bell's Messenr/cr.
" We know of no single agricultural work to be compared with this. . . . Nothing can be more disin-

terestedly earnest than our recommendation of the ' Book of the Farm.' "—BeU's Life.
" One of the completest works on agriculture of which our literature can boitit."—AgrieuUv.rai Gazette.

A 'Mw Edition, enlarged, with Index. Crown Octavo, price Zs. Qd.

A HANDY BOOK ON PROPEETY LAW.
By LORD ST LEONARDS.

"Less than 200 pages serve to arm us with the ordinary precautions to which we should attend in sellinir,
buying, mortgaging, le.viing, settling, and devising estates. We are informed of our relations to our property, to
our wives and children, and of our liabilities as trustees or executors, in a little book for the million, a book which
the author tenders to the pro/onam wXgm as even capable of ' beguiling a few hoiu's in a railway carriage.'"—
!rt?nes.
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In. One Volume, large Octavo, uniform with the "Book of the Farm," jrrice£'i, 2s.

THE BOOK
OP

FARM IMPLEMENTS AND MACHINES.
By J. SLIGHT and E. SCOTT BUEN, Engineers.

Edited by HENKY STEPHENS, F.K.S.E., Author of tlie " Book of the Farm," &c.

CONTENTS.
Book First.—Dissertations eluciJating the scientific principles which regulate the

choice of materials and construction of the Machines and Implements, and the

structures connected with them, on the Farm—Materials employed in Constniction

—Principles of Construction—Practice of Construction—Friction and Force.

Book Second.—On the practical construction, properties, and uses of Farm Im-
plements and Machines.

IMPLEMENTS AND MACHINES CONNECTED WITH THE CULTIVATION OF THE SOIL.

Ploughs, including Steam-Ploughs, Trench and Subsoil Ploughs. Grubbers, Scarifiers,

Cultivators. Harrows, Land-rollers, Olod-crusbers, Press-wheels. Horse-hoes. Sowing
Machines and Manure-distributors. Manual Implements connected with the Cultivation of

the Soil.

IMPLEMENTS AND MACHINES CONNECTED WITH THE PRODDCTS OP THE SOIL.

Hay-making Machines. Coi-n-reaping Machines. Bam Machines, including Thrashing-

Machines, Fixed and Portable ; Winnowing-Machines, Hummellers, Corn-cleaning Machines,

and Weighing-Machines. Carts— Waggons — Cart Steelyards. Straw-Cutters. Tuniip-

SHcers, Hoot-Gratei-s, and Root-Washers. Corn-Bruisers—Bean-Mills—Oil-Cake Breaker.

Boiling and Steaming Apparatus. Dairy Apparatus. Manual Implements connected with

the Products of the Soil, as Scythes, Forks, Bai-n Implements, and Dairy Utensils. Machines

not directly connected with any of the above Ten Sections, but useful on the Farm.

MOVING POWERS OF THE FARM.

Horse-Power. Water-Power. Steam-Power. Wind-Power.

ARRANGEMENTS OF MACHINES IN THE STEADING.

Arrangement of Machines in the Ground-Floor of the Steading. Arrangement of Machines

in the Upper Floor of the Steading. AiTangement of Small Machines with the Moving

Power in the Steading. The Preservation of Implements and Machines in the Steading.

40 Engraving) on Steel—i?>6 Engravings on Wood.

" This maKTificent work mint oxdte the admiration of every practical agriculturi.st. It forms at once a com-

plete history of the progress made up to this day in tlie adaptation of mechanism to farming operations, and a
hrilliant anal.vsis of tlie value of cacl) additional step on ttie road of improvement to the farmer. . . . It is a

worlt wliicti, fiiie its great predecessor, the Hook of the Fui-m, supplies an ol)vious want, and does so to sncli per-

fection as to render any other worli on th« subject, for some time to come, a superfluity."—Sitsjea; Agricultural

Express.

Suhscription, Twelve Shillings per Annum.—Published Qnarterly.

JOUENAL OF AGEICULTURE,
AND THE

TRANSACTIONS OF THE HIGHLAND AND AGEICULTUEAL

SOCIETY OF SCOTLAND.

A few Complete Sets frflm the commencement of the .Series are for sale—viz..

Old Series, 1828 to 1843, 21 vols., cloth, £3, 38.

New Series, 1843 to 1855, 10 vols., cloth, £2, 12s. 6d.
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Preparingfor Publication,,

THE BOOK
OF FARM-BUILDINGS:

THEIR ARRANGEMENT AND CONSTRUCTION.

By HENEY STEPHENS, P.E.S.E.
Author of the " liook of tlie Farm,"

AND

ROBERT SCOTT BURN, Engineer.

In One Volume, Royal Octavo, uniform with the " Book of the Farm," and the " Book of Farm
Implements and Machines." Illustrated with numerous Plates and Engravings.

The object of this Work is to indicate, in the most distinct manner, that ar-

rangement of the Apartments in Farm-Steadings best adapted for each of the

methods of Farming practised in the kingdom. It may surprise those unacquainted
with Agi-iculture to learn that there are various modes of Farming. There are not
fewer than Five distinct systems of Farming pui-sued in this country. In view, •

then, of this variety in modes of practice, it will be obvious that no single arrange-
ment, however apparently complete and well conceived, can meet the requirements
of all circumstances of practice, or be calculated to secure the strictest economy of

labour. As the manufactures of wool, cotton, silk, or flax, require arrangements of

premises suited to the peculiarities of the material to be operated upon, so, in like

manner, do the peculiarities of " dairy," " pastoral," or of " mixed " husbandry,
demand arrangements calculated to aid their practice. A very slight consideration

indeed of this subject will suffice to show that the accommodation required on a,

farm solely devoted to the rearing of live-stock, should not be the same as that
required for one which is cultivated entirely for the raising of com.

But although the arrangement of the Apartments of Steadings should vary in

accordance with the kind of Farming, yet every arrangement suited to the various

modes of Farming may be founded upon such a general principle as shall insure

the gr.eatest convenience and economy in the use of each arrangement.

The Authors are quite aware of the difficult task they have undertaken in order
to attain the important object they have thus enunciated ; but, nevertheles-s, they
flatter themselves that the object has been attained in this Work, and that for the

first time by any writer who has hitherto attempted to illustrate Farm-Buildings.
Without pledging themselves to any specific amount of matter, the Authors may

be permitted the statement that, in addition to Plans expressly prepared to working
scale, to elucidate the " Principle " of arrangement of Steadings suited to all varie-

ties of Farming, and to ample working details of construction and fittings of apart-

ments, it is proposed to give such Plans of Farm-Houses, and of BailiflF's and
Labourers' Cottages, as shiill exhibit details of convenient arrangements and fit-

tings. The construction of Bridges, Embankments, Culverts, Dams, &c.—those

"outlying buildings" of the Farm—will also receive due attention. It is thus
the aim of the Authors to make the Work a trustworthy and practically useful

authority in all matters connected with the Buildings of the Farm.

In Small Octavo, price 5j.

THE LARCH DISEASE, AND 'THE PRESENT
CONDITION OF THE LARCH PLANTATIONS IN GREAT BRITAIN. By
CHARLES M'INTOSH, Author of the " Book of the Garden," &c
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FARM ACCOUNTS.
In royal 8uo, hound in cloth, price 2s. 6d.,

A PRACTICAL SYSTEM OF FARM BOOK-KEEPING;
BEING THAT RECOMMENDED IN " THE BOOK OF THE FARM,"

BY HENRY STEPHENS, F.R.S.E. :

ALSO,

SEVEX FOLIO ACCOUNT-BOOKS, constructed in accordance with the system, Printed and
Ruled throu^^hout, an<l bound in separate Volumes ; the whole boin^ specially adapted for

kuei)ing, by an easy and accurate method, an account of all the Transactions of the Farm.

THB ACCOUNT-BOOKS CONSIST OF-
I. CASH-BOOK — Killed with double iiioney-

colums for />r. audfr. , showing the Cauli received

for produce sold off the Farm, the money paid on
nccotuit or the Farm ; and all fieneral Cash and Baiik-

iiiK transai'tions. Price 2s. <)d.

II. LEDGER—Hutcd with sinale money-columns,
I>r. and Cr. on sepiiriito paRes, coiitaiiung Accoiinta

with every Person or Company having tniiisactions

with the i-arin. Price Ss

HI. FARM ACCOUNT—Contains the Ciish re-

ceived for all the Produce stdd off the Farm, and the

Caah paid for all the commodities required for the

Fiirni, and these alone. Tlius the Italance between
the l>r. and Cr. sides of the Farm Account, at the
end of the Auricultnral Year, shows whetlier the

firm has rotunied or consumed the largest amount of

Caah. Price 'Js. &1.

IV. CORN ACCOUNT—ComprispB all accounts

and statements connected with— I. Wheat; 2. Uar-

loy; 3. Oats; 4. Straw; 5. Potatoes; (S. Turnips,

MauRoid-Wurzel, Cairots and Parsnips. These ac-

counts show all the particulars connected witli tlio

different species of produce—the time when Krain is

thrashed—the parties to whom it has been aold—the
UiM which have been made of it on the Farm—the

The Account-Books are sold separately, the complete Set, in Eight Volumes, sells at 24*. 6d.

LABOUR ACCOUNT OF THE ESTATE.
This form of Labour Account is sjieciaily constructed for the use of Country Gentlemen, whether residing at

home or abroad, who require returns to be made to them of the species of work which daily engaKes tlie time of

their labourers in whatever c«pacity, and whether male or female; that is, besides Labourers and Field-

Workers, the form is as well adapted to Gardeiierd, Foresters, Iledgers, Iload-makers, Quorriers, Miners, Game-
keepers, and Dairymaids. Price 2s. (Jd.

" We have no hesitation in sayin?, that of the many systems of keeping farm-accounts which are in vogue,

there is not one which will bear comparison with that just issued by Messrs Blackwood, according to the recom-

mendations of Mr Stephens, in his invaluable * liook of tho FiU"m.' The great characteristic of tliis system it

its simplidty. When once the details arc mastered, which it will take very little trouble to accomplish, it will

be prized as the clearesr. method to show the protlt and loss of business, and to prove how the soundest and
surest calculations can be arrived at. We earnestly recommend a trial of the entire series of Books— they must

be used as a whole to be thoroughly profitable ; for we are convinced the verdict of our agricultural friends who
make suchatriid will speedily accord with ourown—that they owe a deep debt of gratitude both to Mr Stephens

and Messrs Blackwood for providing a method so complete and satisfactory to their bands."

—

Belt's McsseHger.

,

Balanco of tiniin on hand at any time In the Corn-
barn and (inmary—the weight of the Grain, and the

prices obt)U7ied for It. Price ."is. fid.

V. LIVE-STOCK ACCOUNT—Consists of Ac-
counts relating to—1. Cattle; 2. Sheep; 3. Pigs; 4.

Horses ; t>howing the particulars of every species of
Live-Stock, the dispo.«al of them, the cash paid and
the prices obtained for them, and the numbers on
hand ut different [wriods. Price 3s.

VI. LABOUR ACCOUNT- BOOK- Contains,

\. Labour Journal ; 2. Labour Account, —the former
for showing the Labourers* names, the days of the

week on which they have been employed, and a
register of the number of work -days In each week;
the latter forming a summary of the amount of all

the manual lahour executed on the Farm in the
course of a-year, including the Harvest Expenses.
Price 3s. '

VIT. FIELD-WORKERS* ACCOUNT -This
is a simple form of keeping the Lalwur-Account, en-
abling the total number of Days in wliich work has
been done for half a year to be summed up and cal-

culated at the rate of wages per day, when the gross
amount of the half-year's earnings is brought out dts-

tiuctly. Price 2s. tid.

ANNUAIi PUBZalCATZON.
Foolscap Octavo, price 5s,

THE YEAH-BOOK OF AGHIOULTUHAL FACTS
FOR 1860.

Edited by EGBERT SCOTT BUEN.
' Next to keeping full nnd complete nccounls, nothing is nioro useful to the fiirmer than to h»»e an accurat*

record of j'actn and dates."

—

Economist.

The object of the present work is to secure for the most useful of the " Facts '' scattered

through the pages of the niunerous Magazines anil Journals—Home and Foreign—which

are devoted exclusively or jiartially to the dissemination of information connected with tho

various branches of agriculture, a iwrmanent and easily accessible reconl. It embraces,

moreover, the most striking of the "Facts" promulgate*! at the meeting of Farmers'

Clubs, Agricultural Societies, &c. &c. ; and wliich, cveu when matle jiublic through the

Agricidtural Joiunials, are apt to be lost sight of, or cannot Ixs conveniently and readily

referred to, among the mass of other matter which these journals comprise.

Copies of the Volumefor 1859 may still be fiad, price 6*.
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Dedicated by permission to Her Majesty.

In Two large Volumes Royal Octavo, embellished wiili, 1 350 Engravings,

THE BOOK OF THE GARDEN.
By CHARLES M'INTOSH,

Formerly Curator of the Royal Gardens of his Majesty the King of tbe Belgians, and lately of those of

his Grace the Duke of Buccleuch, at Dalkeitli Palace.

Th« Tolumel are sold separntely—vix.
Vol. I.

—

On the Formation of Gardens and Construction of Garden Edifices.
77S pages, and 1073 Engravings. £2, 10s.

Vol. II.—Practical Gabdenino. 868 pages, and 279 Engravings. £1, 17s. Bd.

Works on Gardening have long been abundant, and the popularity of many of

them has attested the general interest taken in this art, and the value of books as
guides and instructors in it. None, perhaps, has enjoyed a wider or firmer repu-
tation than the Practical Gardening of Mr M'Intosh, which was for many years
recognised as the completest, most systematic, and most practical extant treatise on
the art. A quarter of a century, however, has now elapsed since that work last

received the revisions of the author ; and in that time gardening, as a practical art,

has undergone such advances and improvements, that a treatise, which might be
most valuable in 1830, has ceased to be so in 1855. The Book of the Garden was
accordingly resolved on, not merely to supersede the author's former, and now com-
paratively obsolete work, but designed to form for its art a text-book as full and
complete as the Book of the Farm was for agriculture. The reception which the
work has experienced from the press and the public has been more than sufficient'

to attest both the need of such a complete and systematic treatise on gardening in

all its departments, and the degree to which Mr M'Intosh has filled up an existing

blank.

Tlie work is divided into two great sections, each occupying a volume—the first

comprising the formation, arrangement, and laying out of gardens, and the con-

struction of garden buildings ; the second treating of the theoi-y and practice of

horticulture.

CONTENTS OF THE FIRST VOLUME.
INTRODUCTION.

—

Gahdenjxg as an Art or Design and Taste, considered as beqahds
ITS Origin, Progress, and Present State.

CHAPTER I.

—

The Formation and Arrangement or Culinary and Fruit Gardens in
General".—Secfeott 1. Plan ; 2. Kxtent ; 3. Form ; 4. Supply of Water ; 5. Situation ; 6. Soil

;

7. Fruit-Tree Borders ; 8. Principal Entrance ; 9. Shelter ; 10. Style.

CHAPTER II.—Garden Walls.—&((«)» 1. Aspect of Wails ; 2. Foundations of Walls ; 3.
Materials for Garden Walls ; 4. Copings for Garden Walls ; 5. Trellised Garden Walls ; fi. Height
of Garden Walls ; 7. Arranging Walls to suit various situations ; 8. Colour of Garden Walls ; 9.
Construction of Garden Walls.

CHAPTER III.

—

Hothouse Building—Section 1. General Principles ; 2. Angle of Elevation.

CHAPTER IV.

—

Heating as applied to Horticultural Erections.—Section 1 . Preliminary
Remarks

; 2. Heating by Flues ; 3. Heating by Hot-Water Pipes ; 4. The Tank Mode of Heat-
ing

; 5. Heating by Hot-Air Stoves ; 6. Heating by Steam ; 7. Boilers and Pipes ; 8. Hothouse
Furnaces ; 9. Cause of Circulation of Hot Water.
CHAPTER v.—Ventilation.
CHAPTER VI.—Fruit-Houses. —&c(i'oK 1. Vineries; 2. Pineries; 3. Peach-Houses; 4.

Cherry, Fig, Plum, and Apricot Houses ; 6. Tropical Fruit-House.

CHAPTER VII.— Plant-Houses.—Section 1. Conservatories ; 2. Greenhouses; 3. Orangeries;
4. Heath-Houses

; 5. Orchid-Houses ; 6. Aquarium ; 7. Window Gardening.
CHAPTER Vlll.—Pits and FR&itES.—Section 1. Pits and Frames Heated by Fermentation

;

2. Pits Heated by Smoke- Flues, Tanks, Hot-Water Pipes, and Steam ; 3. Cucumber and Melon
Houses ; 4. Mushroom-Houses ; 5. Conservative Pits.

CHAPTER IX.—Miscellaneous Garden Structures.—Sreaoa 1. Gardeners' Houses; 2.
The Fruit-Room ; 3. Ice-Houses ; 5. Tanks and Cisterns ; 5. Apiaries.

CHAPTER X.—Details of Construction.—&d«»i 1. Glass and Glazing; 2. Lights or
Sa-shes ; 3. Rafters and Astragals ; 4. Wall-Plates ; 5. Covering the Roofs of Glass Houses and
Pits, for the exclusion of cold or the retention of heat ; 6. Espalier Railings ; 7. Footpaths ; 8.

Painting; 9. Cements; 10. On the Preservation of Timber used in Hothouse-Building; 11. On
the Durability of Materials.

[Continaed.
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THE BOOK OF THE GASSEIT— Coutiiined.

CHAPTER XT.—liATiNO olt Fi.owEii-(iAi!DE:Na.— .SVcd'o/s 1. Preliminary Remarks on tho
Classification of Styles ; 2. Situation of tho Flowcr-Oardon ; 3. Flower-Garden Fences ; 4. Plant-
ing with a view to produce Effect ; 5. The Arboretum ; 6. The Pinetum ; 7. Edgings ; 8. Tho
Reserve Flower-Garden ; 9. Disposal of tho Ground ; 10. Harmony of Colours.

CHAPTER XII.—GEOMETiiiCAL Flowkr-Gardkn.— *(<i'OTi. 1. Their General Arrangement,
&c. ; 2. Fountains ; 2. Vases and Urns, Dials and Mural Decorations ; 4. Statues ; 5, Seats ; 6.

Temples and Arbours ; 7. Mausoleums, Cenotaphs, or Sepulchral Structures.

CHAPTER XIII.—GAitDKNESQUE Style op Flower-Garden. —>SWwa I. Their General
Arrangement ; 2. Fountains and Vases ; 3. Biisketwork ; 4. Bridges ; 5. Trelliswork, Gates,
Fences, and Tree-Guards ; 6. Moss-Houses, Seats, and Resting-places.

CHAPTER XIV.—PicTURE.sQtJE Style of FLOWER-GARDENa.—.Sertioa 1. Their General
Arrangement; 2. Rockwork ; 3. Hermitages, Arbours, Moss-Houses, and Seats; 4. Ridges; 5.

Rills, Rivulets, and Cascades ; 6. Rustic Fences.

CHAPTER XV.—Practical Diagrams Explanatory op the Rules fob LuIYINQ out
Gardens, more pabtioularly for Forming Curved Lines.

CHARTER XVI.

—

Town and small Suburban Gardens.
APPENDIX.
INDEX. .

ILLUSTRATIONS.
33 COPPER-PLATE ENGRAVINGS by W. and A. K. JOHNSTON.
1040 ENGRAVINGS ON WOOD BY BRANSTON.

This Volume may be had separately, hf. bd., price £2, 10s.

CONTENTS OF THE SECOND VOLUME.
THE CULINARY OR KITCHEN GARDEN.
THE HARDY FRUIT-GARDEN.
THE FLOWER-GARDEN ;—Chaiter I. Plant-Houses, Pits, and Walls

Chapter IL Open Floweb-Gahdkn.
SELECT LIST OF VEGETABLES AND FRUITS.
SELECT LIST OF PLANTS.
GLOSSARY OF TERMS.

280 ENGRAVINGS ON WOOD.
This Volume may be had separately, hf. bd., price £1, 17s. 6d.

" "We must confjmtulate both editor and piihlishers on the completion of this work, which, whetljer consi-

dered in reference to the infuriiiiition it conveys on tlie tlieory Hiid pl-nctice of horticulture, its numerous illustra-

tions in tlie first htyte of art, and lieautiful t,vpe, is every way wortliy of the cimracter of all concerned in its pub-
lication. The scientitic l^nowiedpe and };re.it experience of the editor in nil tliat pertjiins to horticulture, not
only as regards cultivHtion, but as a land8c.i|>e-gardener and garden arcliitect, has enabled him to pniduce a
work wliich brings all that is Itnown of tlie varicius snlyects treated of down to the present time ; while the
manner in which the worli is illustrated merits our liigliest approval, as most successful specimens of engraving.

. , . . On tlie practical details of culture, the editor gives, in addition to his own opinion, the pith of what
others have written on the sulyect We hope to notice this book again. In tlie mean time, we
strongly recommend tho ' Boolt of the Garden.' To gardeners, in every way it will be indiK(iensalile, and not
les8 so to country gentlemen, architects, and surveyors, who will flud it the best authority on the subject they can
refer to."

—

The Flurist.

TEXT-BOOKS on GEOLOGY, by DAVID PAGE, F.G.S.

Fourth Edition, price \s. 6d.,

INTRODUCTORY TEXT -BOOK OF GEOLOGY.
With Engravings on Wood, and Glossarial Index.

n.

Second Edition, revised and enlarged, price Gs.,

ADVANCED TEXT-BOOK OF GEOLOGY,
DESCRIPTIVE AND INDUSTRIAL,

With Engravings on Wood, and Glossary of Scientific Terms.

III.

In Crown Octavo, price 6».,

HANDBOOK OF GEOLOGICAL TERMS AND GEOLOGY.
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In foolscap 8»o, price is. 6d.,

TESTER BEEP LAND-CULTURE;
BEING A DETAILED ACCOUNT OF THE METHOD OF CULTIVATION WHICH HA8 BEEN KncCESSFULLY PRACTISED

FOR SEVERAL YEARS BY THE MARQUESS OF TWEEDDALE AT YESTER.

By HENRY STEPHENS, F.E.S.E.,

Author of the *' Book of the Farm."

The characteristic of tlie new system—for it may be well so named, different as it

is from any now in use—-is the complete pulverisation of the subsoil, and its mix-

ture with the upper soil, the treatment being of a very substantial and permanent

nature. The work is divided into the following sections :^

—

(1.) The physical geograpliy and climate of the Yester Farms. From the details here given on tliese points, it

will be seen that the great results obtained were not those induced by the propitious nature of tlie soils treated,

but, from the fact that the fields operated upon were, on the contrary, by no means promising subjects for tlie

expenditure of capital, the best evidence is obtained of the excellence of the principle upon wliich the improve-

ments were founded. (2.) Thorough-draining the soils and subsoils. (3.) Deep-ploughinj,'-the soils and subsoils.

(4.) Subsoil trench-ploughing. (5.) The Yester Plough. ((>.) Swing-trees for three and four horses. The last

four sections comprise descriptions of the peculiarities of construction of the ploughs used, and the method of

working them. (7.) The physical benefits derived frora the thorough-di-ainingand subsoil trench-ploughing. (8.)

The economical beuefits. (9.) The system of f;trming now adopted at Yester Farm. (10.) Results of tlie system.

(11 ) The working strength of Yester Farm. (12.) The concluding chapter gives a detail of the advantages de-

rivable from tlie thorough pulverisation of the subsoil, the whole of which abounds in suggestions of great value to

the practical man.

In 2 vols, Svo, with Atlas in folio, price 305. Second Edition,

ITALIAN IRRIGATION:
A REPORT ON THE AORICULTUEAL CANALS OF PIEDMONT AXD LOMBARDT,

ADDRESSED TO THE HON. THE DIRECTORS OF THE EAST INDIA COMPANY
;

WITH AN APPENDIX,

CONTAININQ A SKETCH 01' THE IRRIGATION SYSTEM OF NORTHERN AND CENTRAL INDIA.

By Lient.-Ool. E. BAIRD SMITH, F.G.S.
Captain, Bengal Engineers.

While "Irrigation works," varying widely in character and importance, have
been carried out in this country, and attention directed to their details, througli

the medium either of special works or periodical puljlications, information has been
scarcely obtainable, except in small measure, and through the medium of isolated

and rarely met with reports, of the nature, extent, and details of the system
adopted in Italy, " the classic land of irrigation," where its influence has tended,

even from the earliest period of history, to make her plains the richest on the face

of the earth. And yet when we consider that the machinery of this grand system
for the distribution of water, in order to the cultivation of the land, over which it

is made to spread in fertilising streams, is " considered by most observers to come
nearest to the type of theoretical perfection," some idea of the value of a work
may be obtained which would show, in a clear, explicit, and practical manner,
the various relations of the system, the details of its works, and the practical

operation of its mechanism. These and many other details, interesting in a histo-

rical and social point of view, it is the object of the present work to lay before the

reader. In addition to the letterpress, which fully exhausts the theory and the

practice on which this the most extensive as well as the most efficient system in the

world is founded and carried out, the work is enriched by a large folio Atlas
of Plates, abounding in hints and suggestions on various points of constructive

detail.
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A CATECHISM
OP

PRACTICAL AGRICULTURE.
By HENRY STEPHENS, F.R.S.E.

Author of the " Book of the Farm."

For those destined to act as principals ou the farm, instruction ia provided by the profusion of Treatises on the

variouH brunchen of ttie subject, by Agricultural CollcKes and Lectureships, and preeminently by their entering

as practical pupils with men of mature experience and skill ; but for the far larger numbers destined to subordi-

nate employments, no audi means, and, indeed, no means of any kind, have been available. They entered on

their occupation entirely unprepared for it, and were destiiiod to acquire the knowledge and skill requisite wholly

empirically, behind the plough or in the field. That through such a training multitudes have come thoroughly to

understand and ably to fultil their duties, admits of no dispute ; had it been otherwise, our agriculture could

never have been what it is. But still it is hardly questionable but that this ktiowledge and ability might have

been earlier, more easily, and more generally attained, had these workers in our fields entered on their task

in some degree informed, by preliminary elementiry instruction, as to what was expected of them,

Tho favourable reception given to Professor Johnston'8 " Catechism of Acrriculturul Chemistry and Geology,"

BU^ge«ted to tho Publishers the propriety of a similar work on Practical Agriculture. In intrusting tlie carrying

out this idea to the Author of the '* Hook of tlie Farm," they knew they were securing for the Work devised the

fullest possible knowledge of the subject, sound judgment as to the wants of the class for whom he was specially

writing, and orderly and methodical arrangement, and the utmost clearness and simplicity of style, in filling up

the details. The methot) he has adopted is the s:ime as that on wliich public approval has been so decisively

8tam()ed as followed in the '* Book of the Farm"—the describing the various operations of the Farm in tho

order in which they are in the successive seasons actually performed upon it. And in following out the details,

he has proceeded on tho principle which all teachers of mixed classes know to bo the only safe one—tlie assuming

nothing whatever to be known beforeliand of the processes described. Tlie utmost simplicity and clearness have

thus, it is hoped, been secured ; and as a still furtlicr aid to full comprehension of every operation, woodcuts

and diagrams have been profusely employed wherever they could be of any possible service.

Third Edition, Svo, pHce 5s.,

A MANUAL OF PRACTICAL BRAINING.
By HENRY STEPHENS, F.R.S.E,

Author of *' The Book of the Farm."

The subject is divided into the following sections :

—

(1.) Tlie symptoms exhibited by land requiring drainage. (2.) The different methods of dralnbig—shallow

draining, witli its varieties—deep draining—thorough draining. (.1.) Draining by open ditches. (4.) Sheep

drains in hill pastures. (5.) Drains for ground for forest trees. {6.) Ancient shallow covered drains. (7.) Iso-

lated hollows and running sands. (8.) Bog drains. (9.) Elklnpton's method. (10.) Determination of the

minimum depth of drains. (11.) Open ducts for drains— stone— tile ducts—necessity for soles for ducts. (12.)

Estimate of the quantity of water to he conveyed by ducts. (i:i.) Draining of fields in succession. (14.) Period

of tho rotation at which drains should be executed. (15.) Position of main drains. (16.) Ditto in reference to

surface. (17.) Ditto of small drains in reference to inclination of surface. (I8-) Particulars determining depth.

(19.) Ditto distances between drains. (20.) Contracts for cutting. (22.) Ihiles for tilliiig drains with stones.

(23.) Drains with soles and tiles. (24.) Laying of ditto. (25.) I'ipe drains. (2(i.) Laying of ditto. (27.) Tile and
stone drains. (28.) Outlets and levels. (29.) Returning the soil into the drains. (^0.) Conducting draining

operations. (31.) Ground plan of a thorough -dried Held. (.12.) Physical benefits derivable from draining. (33.)

Pecuniary profits. (34.) Co.>-t of draining by different methods. (35.) Draining railway cuttings. (."iO.) I-'lot

stone drains. (37.) Peat tile ditto. (38.) Plug ditto. (:i9.) Kml. (40.) Mole. (41.) Larch tube. (42.) Brush-
wood. (43.) Brick drain. (44.) Drain ploughs. (45.) Drain-tile machines. (4^.) Machines for pre{>ariug

clay. (47.) Inquiry as to whether landlords ought to undertake any or what part of the expense of draining.

(48.) Theory of draining. (4D.) Durability of drains. (50.) Trenching rough ground preptuuti^ry tOt and conse-

quent upon, drainage.

In Demy QuarfOy vith Engravingi, lO.t. 6(/.,

ELKINGTON'S SYSTEM OF DRAINING.
Edited by J. JOHNSTONE.
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A new Edition^ with the Atdhor^s last Additions and Corrections, Svo, pnce 21*.,

THE PLANTER'S GUIDE.
By SIR HENRY STEUART, Bart, of AUanton.

TO WHICH IS PREFIXED A BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF THE AUTHOR, AND AN
ENORAVINQ FROM A PORTRAIT BY BAEBURN.

No point in arboriculture has been more keenly contested than the possibility of

transplanting trees of considerable size. There can be no doubt that this, if prac-

ticable, would be of great advantage, as respects both shelter and ornament, around
newly-erected country or suburban residences ; and accordingly every possible

means have been tried to secure such removals with safety and economy. What
was in this way accomplished by Sir H. Steuart, at his residence at Allanton,

excited so much interest and admiration, that an account of the methods employed
seemed imperatively called for ; and with this the author combined a statement of

his views as to the beneficial and ornamental disposal of wood, and the general

management of forest trees. Though many years have since elapsed, and many
improvements on mere machinery of removal have been made, it is still atlmitted

by practical men that the principles of Sir H. Steuart's method are the only ones

on which such transplantations can be safely effected, and that on the full ciirrying

out of these rests our only hope of accomplishing an object of gi'eat interest to

landed proprietors in particular.

In addition to a large variety of interesting and valuable notes and iUustrations

on various points of interest, the following are the principal sections of this work :

—

The art of giving immediate effect to wood—history of the art of arboriculture

;

new theory—its development—preparation of the soil for open and close plantation

—preparation of the trees for removal—taking up and transportation of trees

—

with description of the machines useful in this department—planting of the trees

in the new situations—treatment of trees subsequent to removal—expense of the

operations—of the principal forest trees, oak, ash, &c. itc. The work is illustrated

.by six engravings and a portrait of the author.

Ill 8vo, price 12s.,

TILE HURAL ECONOMY OF ENGLAND,
SCOTLAND, AND lEELAND.

By LEONCE DE LAVERGNE.

Translated from the French. With Notes by a Scottish Farmer.

To those who are desirous of gaining a knowledge of the rural economy of Great

Britain, no better guide could be presented than the present work. It is not only

political, but it is interesting ; it deals in a manner as singularly concise as it is

fascinating and effeptive in style, with subjects valuable alike to the practical

economist, the agriculturist, and the general reader.

The following is a brief outline of the points taken up and illustrated. These,

however, afford but little evidence of the philosophical as well as interesting and
practical style of the work :.

—

(I.) Soil and climate. (2.) Sheep. (3.) Cattle. (4. ) The crops. (.').) The gross produce. (6.) Rents, profits,

and wages. (7.) Constitution of property. (8.) Constitution of farming. (9.) Country life. (10.) Political

institutions. (11.) Markets. (12.) The customs' reform. (13.) High farming. (14.) The Southern—(15.) The
Eastern—(16.) Western—(17.) Midland, and—(IS.) The Northern Counties, (li).) Wales and the Islands.

(20.) Scotland. (21.) The Lowlands. (22.) The Uighlands. (23.) Ireland. (24.) State of Wexford. (26.) Tli«

Famine and Exodus.
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l%ird Edition, much enlarged, in Royal Octavo, viUh Engravingi, pi-iee 30*.,

THE FORESTER:
APRACTICAL TREATISE ON THE PLANTING, REARING, AND GENERAL

MANAGEMENT OF FOKE.ST TREES.

By JAMES BROWN,
Wood-Manager to the Earl of Seafield, and Surveyor of Woods.

With <a view to render the book still more worthy of continuance in public favour,

tliis edition hits l:)een carefully rewritten, and many new sections upon important
subjects added, for the purpose of making it still better adapted as a complete
guide in all forest operations ; in short, it has been so much enlarged and im-
pmved, that\it may be considered in every re8j>ect a new book.

Since the appearance of the Second Edition in 1851, the Author has been very
extensively employed, by landed proprietors in all parts of the country, in surveying
and reporting! on the present state and future management of plantations, and of

grounds adapted for planting. His observations and experience have thereby been
very Aiuch extended, inasmuch as each district usually presents some distinctive

and pecidiar features, arising from the nature of the soil, aspect, and elevation

above the sea : and the whole practical results from this extended and viiried field

of o]>erdtions have been embodied in the present edition of " Tlie Forester." In
it, as in the former editions, the Author has confined himself entirely to his own
experience in forest operations ; and his aim has been that of making his work
plainly and practically useful aa a forester's guide.

The subject of keeping the Forest Accounts has also been for the fii-st time taken
up in the present edition ; and a section has been added containing a complete sys-

tem of Forest Book-keeping, with examples of all the various Books, and full

explanations regarding them,

SYNOPSIS OF CONTKNTS.
Importnnce of Woodlands in Great Britain.—TIio object of planting.—Tlie value of wood as a crop upon land.

— Forestry as al present understood and practised in Ureal Itritain.—Education neces-sary for foresters,—Wliat
portions of tbe country f^hould be put under treea, and wliat jiortions .^liould not.— Layinji out of land lor foi-esta

i^id plantations.—Stone ami lime walls.—Dry-stone dykes with lime on cope only.—Turf dykes.—Wooden palin^fti.

—Wire fences.—The purpose itnd situation for wliicli ejich sort of fence is most properly a<inpted.— (!ates.— l*re-

parintf pround for the Hrowinjf of young treea—Dniinnge.—Laying off and making of roads in new plantations.
—Trees i-onsidured as n profitable crop and as ornamental objects on hmdcd projierty.— Pe8crij)tive character,
habit, and peculiarities of the various forest trees.—Season of the year best adapted for planting operations.

—

How Ut choose young forest trees when buying them from public nuraeries.— Utility of proprietors having their
own home nurseries.—Manaj^enient of the nursery.— Kinds of forest trees which may be most profitably planted
in any ffiven dihtiict of tlie country.—Expenses of laying down land under idautntions.—Game injurious to
young trees.—Pruning.—Thinning plantations.—Management of hardwooded plantjitions of considerable age,
reared chiefly with a view to ornamental effect.—JIanagement of plantations of considfrable age, reared with a
view to a crop of timber only.—Kules and regulations necessary to be observed in the cutting down and selling
of trees, whether as tliinnings or cIcaringM of old timber.—Uearuig and management of plantations fur a supply of
liop-poles.—iManagement of general coppice plantations.—The stripping and drying of bark used for tanning.
—Cause of disea.se among larch plantitions.—External symptount of disease in trees, and general cimses of tbe
same.—The periodical increase of timVier in the different species of forest trees.—How to find the vahio of growing
plantations, and of full-grown timber trees.—Method of tr-ansplanting large trees, and description of machines for

performing that operation.—Metliod of renewing the health of old or decayed tree-".—Kinds of plants best fitted

for underwood, and how they may be planted in a wood so as to produce useful and ornamental effect.—Jiints in
reference to the felling of timber.—The application of water and steJim powers ti* the nuinufacture of timber.

—

't he preparing of timber for bettor preservation.—itepoi-ting on woodlands.—System of book-keepiiii; aditpted to
forest operations.

In Octavo, prxct 5s.,

YIEW OF THE SALMON-FISHERY
OF SCOTLAND.

WITH OBSERVATIONS OX THK NATDRE, HABITS, AND INSTINCTS OF THE SALMON, AND ON THK

LAW AS AFFKCTINO TllK IIIGHTS OF I'AUTIES, ETC. ETC.

By the Late MURDO MACKENZIE.^sq. of Ardross and DnndonnelL



12 WORKS ON AGRICULTURE, ETC.

Sixty- two higUy-finuhed Engravings, medium iio, with Dem-iptiont, ill.

THE ARCHITECTURE OF THE FARM:
A SEBIES--OF DESIONS FOR FARM-HOOSES, FARM-STEADINGS, FACTORS' HOUSES,

AND LABOURERS' COTTAGES.

By JOHN STARFORTH, Architect.

The work comprises a series of sixty-two plates, finished in the highest style of art,

all the drawings and designs being carefully prepared by the Author. Eight designs

for labourers' cottages, of different styles and accommodation, with two plates of

working details, are given, taking up 17 plates. The next two are occupied by a
design for a farm bailiff's house ; these being followed by a series of four designs

for different classes of farm-houses in plates 18 to 35 inclusive. Plates 36 to 38
take up a design for a factor's house, while 39 to 44 illustrate the arrangements
and decorations of a house adapted for a proprietor farming his own estate. These
comprise the first division of the work ; the second being occupied with plates 45
to 62 inclusive, illustrative of designs for farm-steadings, for water, horse, and
steam-power, adapted for farms of various sizes, including the design for which the

Author obtained the Highland and Agricultural Society's Gold Medal.
General details of construction and descriptions of each plate are added ; and in

the preparation of the work every pains has been taken to produce a practical and
useful volume, calculated to meet the wants of the present time.

In Crown 8to, vM, upward/ o/500 Engravings on Wood. Second Edition, price 6s. 6d.,

THE HANDBOOK
OP

THE MECHANICAL ARTS:
CONCERNED IN THE CONSTRUCTION AND ARRANGEMENT OF DWELLINGS AND OTHER BUILDINGS,

WITH PRACTICAL HINTS ON ROAD-MAKING AND THE ENCLOSING OF LAND.

By R. SCOTT BURN, Engineer.

Although the agriculturist is not generally conversant with the operations and
processes connected with the mechanical arts, still numerous instances are sure to

arise in every-day practice, in which even a slight knowledge of them would be
of gi-eat pecuniary value. The various operations demanded by the exigencies

of farm life, and the numerous claims made on the mechanical ingenuity and
abilities of the farmer, tend to render a work peculiarly valuable to him which
bears on those branches of the mechanical arts which are in the most frequent

requisition. This desideratum the present work is designed to supply. Every
care has been taken in the preparation of the working drawings with which the

work is profusely illustrated, and by judicious compression of materials to present

a mass of practical information which will enable the reader to carry on many
operations without involving the expense of hired labour. The following are the

divisions of the work :

—

(1.) House arrangement r.nd conveniences. (2.) Buildinp specifications—bills of quantities and eRfimatca.

(3.) Firepliices, stoves, and cooltinsr-ovena. (4.) C'llintneys. (5.) Ventilation. (6.) Water-closets. (7.) Water-^
Its qualities and Hltration. (8.) Cisterns. (».) Foundiitions and drains. (10.) Solid ground-floors. (11.) Log
cabin or shanty. (12.) Franie-luinses. (1,'i ) Fisi, or liard-ran.med eartli. (14.) Unburnt bricks. (1.9.) Brick-
setting. (16.) Stone walls—construction. (17 ) Fire-proof construction. (IS.) Theory of carpentry. (19.) Prac-
tice of carpentry.—Joints—floors-roofs—partitions—gates and brid^'os. (20.) Iron-framing—roofsand cohinins.
(21.) Joinery tools—mouldings—doors—windows— staircasing. (22.) Sniltlj-work. (23.) Praciical mechanism,
and the fitting and construction of machines. (24.) Brickmaking. (25.) Roof-covering.—Exterior and inte-

rior finishings.-Plastoring.—Painting. (20.) Mortars.—Coucrole.—Cements. (27.) Euclosiug of laud.—Fe:icea..

(2S ) lload-maklng. (20) Well-sinking. (30.^ Farm and agricultural buildings. Index.
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Fifty-second EditioTif price 1*.,

A CATECHISM
OP

AGmCULTURAL CHEMISTRY AND GEOLOGY.
By JAMES P. W. JOHNSTON, F.R.S.E., &c.

The object held in view in compiling the present little work was the preparation

of a manual sufliciently elementary to be used even in our humblest schools, yet so

precise and complete as to constitute in itself a complete course of instruction in

the applied science of which it treats. The reception it has experienced, as exem-

])lified in the issue of a Fifty-second Edition, may be held as proof that in general

estimation it has achieved its aim.

The "Work is arranged under the following sections, in the form of question and
answer, and is amjily illustrated by diagrams :

—

(I.) General relations nf ilic pt:uit, the »(>!!, and tlie animnl (2.) Compound substancen of whicli the organic
part of plunts and animals cuiisists. {"A.) Ktenientary bodies of which the compound substunces contained in the
ort^aiiic part of i)lants, uiiitnals, and soils consist. (4.) Uf t)ie organic food of plants, (o.) Composition and
priipertics of water. amnioni;i, and nitric acid. (tS.) Composition of woody fibre, starcli, sugar, pnm, and hiiniic

acid, and how tliej' are forraeil in the plant or tlie soil. (7.) Composition of fat, ghityn, and fibrin, and how
they arc formed in the plant and the animal. (8.) Substances of which the inorganic, mineral, or incombustible
p;irt of Hoils, jilants, and animals consists. (9.) Origin and general characters of soils. (10.) Improvement of
the soil by deep-ploM[;ldng, subsoiline. and draining. (11.) Composltiou and nnitcrial relations of the inorfrnnic

part of the soil and the plant.* (12.) Effect of cropping upon the soil. (13.) Vegetable manures. (14.) Of the
parts of animals used as manures. (15.) Of tlie drnppinps or dung of animals. (10.) Of saline and mineral
manures. (17.) Of limestone, and of the burning and u.^e of lime. (18.) Of the proportions of starch, gluten, and
fat contained in the crops which the farmer usually reap-*. (19) t'ses of the starch of cur crops in the fetdinf,' of
animals. (20.) Uses of the k'lutcn, fat, and mineral mutter of plunts in the feeding uf animals. (21.) Of milk and
dairy produce, and the feeding of milk cows.

Seventh Edition, gi-eaily enlarged, price 6*. 6rf.,

ELEMENTS
OP

AGEICULTUP.AL CHEMISTRY AND GEOLOGY.
By JAMES F. W. JOHNSTON, P.R.S.E., F.G.S., &c.

Many, it was apprehended, might be deterred by the voluminous appearance of the

Author's larger work (" Lectures on Agi-icultural Chemistry and Geologj-,") from

giving due attention to the subject ; and partly for the sake of these, partly to pro-

vide a cheap and accessible handbook of the subject, the present work was designed

and executed by the Author. Though styled " Elements," however, the book is

not in the strict sense of the word an elementary one, otherwise, at lea.st, than as

the student may proceed at once to it without the slightest previous knowledge of

the subject. It might safely have been called Handbook of Agricultural Chemistry

and Geology, inasmuch as it presents, in a condensed rather than an abridged form,

the entire subject it professes to take u]).

The work is divided into sections, of which the following is a brief outline :

—

(1.) Object of t})e fanner—what the sciences can do for liim—organic and inorjiianic substances—relatiTe pro-

portions of elementary bodies contained in plants. (2.) B'ornis in wljicli the organic elements enter into plants.

(3.) Structure of plants. (4.) Inorganic substances of plants. (6.) Of soils. (B.) (7.) (8.) Direct relation of

Keolopy to agriculture. (i>.) Of the physical, chemical, and botanical relations of soils. (10.) Of the general
improvement of the soil, and how the practical man will commence such improvement. (II.) Mechanical methods
continued. (12.) Improvement of the soil by planting, and by the growth of wood. (13.) Chemical methods of

improving the soil—Manures—vegelable manures. (14.) (15.) Animal inaiinres. (16.) Relative theoretical Taluefl

of different animal manures. (17.) Saline and mineral maluirea. (18.) Why these are required by the soil. (1!».)

Use of lime in agriculture. (2U ) Improvement of the soil by parinn and burning—<io. by irrigation. (21.) TIi«

products of vegetation. (22.) Average composition of root and frccD crops. (23.) Of milk and its products.

(24.) (26.) Of the fatteniug of animals.
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,

•

EXPEEIMENTAL AGlilCULTUHE

;

BEINQ THE RESULTS OF PAST, AND SDQGESTIONS TOR FUTURE EXPERIMENTS

IN SCIENTIFIC AND PRACTICAL AGEICULTUBE.

By JAMES F. W. JOHNSTON, F.R.S.E., &c.

In the other works by the same Author there has been embodied all that is known
with any degree of certainty in regard to the application of chemistry to agriculture.

There are, however, a variety of important points about which there is as yet much
obscurity, and a vast deal altogether unknown. To explain these in as far as they

are capable of being immediately elucidated by experiment, is the scope of the

present work. From the considerations dwelt upon, a variety of suggestions as to

experimenting in the field and the feeding-house are evolved : these are presented

in such a way as to point out to practical men what they may do for the advance-

ment of the art of agriculture. The following are the leading points elucidated :

—

(1, 2.) The knowledge necessary in a suggester and maker of experiments. (3.) How experiments are to be
m:ide and judged of. (4.) Influence of circumstances on the result of experiments. (5.) Preliminary considera-
tion connected with the makingof experiments. (6.) Experiments with sulphuric acid, and with the siilpl)iites

of potash, soda, lime, magnesia, and iron. (7.) Experiments with gypsum, and the sulphates of magnesia and
iron. (8.) Do., with chloride of potas-ium, and witli common salt. (9.) With the chlorides of ni.^'wesium and
calcium, muriatic acid, and the fluoride of calcium. (10.) With the carbonates, phosphates, silicates of potash
and 80da. (11.) With tlie nitrates of potash, soda, lime, and magnesia. (12.) With the salts of ammonia.

Fourth Edition, 2s.,

INSTEUCTIONS FOll THE ANALYSIS
OF

SOILS, LIMESTONES, AND MANURES.
By JAMES F. W. JOHNSTON, F.E.S.E., &c.

This work is intended as a first help to practical and economical chemical analysis

—and its value in this and other obvious ways to the farmer, the pharmaceutical

chemist, the youthful student, and to rural training-schools and agricultural labora-

tories, will be seen by a perusal of the following brief notice of its contents :

—

(1 .) The work opens with a chapter showing how the physical properties of the soil are detennined. (2.) How
its organic matter is estimated, (3.) and its saline matter examined. These are followed by (4.) a chapter on the
estimation of the saline matters, and an examination of natural water

; (5.) and its earthy matters ; with notes
on tile and fire clay. (6.) The analysis of ores by nieasure is then discussed. (7.) General remarks on the analy-
sis of soils, with practical suggestions thereon, follow. f8.) The analysis of limestones and marls, and (9.) of
saline manures, next succeed ; and tlie work closes with (10.) an examination of bone manures, guanos, and oil-

In small Octavo, price 6s.,

TIIE USE. OF LIME IN AGRICULTUIIE.
By JAMES F. W. JOHNSTON, F.E.S.E., &c.

This work is designed to throw together, in a convenient form, the results of

practice, and the suggestions of theory, in the use of a substance which has been

called tke basis of all good hvisbandry, so important a part does it perform in its

practice. The points discussed are—the use of lime in its application to the soil
;

the artificial states in which these are made ; an investigation into the points as to

whether it is indispensable to the fertility of the land ; and when it should be

applied. Its effects on the soil and the crops are then stated, followed by a notice

of the theory of its action ; its exhausting influence on the soil ; the length of time

which it acts ; and its effects on animal and vegetable life ; the work concluding

with two elaborate chapters on the use of lime as a sulphate and a phosphate.



WORKS ON AGRICULTURE, ETC. 15

In Two mh. crown Svo, jrrice \\a. Sd.,

WITH ILLUSTBATIONS ENGRAVED ON WOOD,

THE CHEMISTllY OF COMMON LIFE.
By JAMES P. W. JOHNSTON, M.A., F.R.S.E., &c.

A New Edition, edited by G. H. LEWES, Author of the " Physiology of Common Life."

The common life of man is full of wonders, Chemical and Physiological. Most of

iia pass through this life without seeing or being sensible of them, tliough every

day our existence and our comforts ought to recall them to our minds. One main
cause of this is, that our schools tell us nothing about them—do not teach those

parts of modem learning which would fit us for seeing them. What most con-

cerns the things that daily occupy our attention and cares, are in early life almost

sedulously kept from our knowledge. Those who would learn anything regarding

them, must subsequently teach themselves through the help of the press : hence the

necessity for a Popular Chemical Literature.

It is with a view to meet this want of tlie Public, and at the same time to supply

a Manual for the Schools, that the present work has been projected. It treats, in

what appears to be their natural order, of the air we breathe and the water we
DRINK, in their relations to human life and health

—

the soil we cultivate and
THE plant we rear, as the sources from which the chief sustenance of all life is

obtained

—

the bread we eat and the beef we cook, as the representatives of the

two grand divisions of human food

—

the beverages we infuse, from which so

much of the comfort of modern life, both savage and civilised, is derived

—

the
sweets we extract, the history of which presents so striking an illustration of the

economical value of chemicid science

—

the liquors we ferment, so different from

the Sweets in their action on the system, and yet so closely connected with them in

chemical history

—

the narcotics we indulge in, as presenting us with an aspect

of the human constitution wliich, both chemically and physiologically, is more
mysterious and wonderful than any other we are yet acquainted with

—

the odours
WE ENJOY, and the smells we dislike ; the former because of the beautiful illus-

tration it presents of the recent progress of organic chemistry in its relations to

the comforts of conmion life, and the latter because of its intimate connection with

our most imjjortant sanitary arrangements—what we breathe for and why we
moFST, as functions of the body at once the most important to life, and the most

purely chemicid in their n.ature

—

the body we cherish, as presenting many strik-

ing phenomena, and performing many interesting chemicid functions not touched

upon in the discussion of the preceding topics—and lastly, the circulation of

matter, as exhibiting in one view the end, purpose, and method of all the changes

in the natural body, in organic nature, and in the mineral kingdom, which are

connected with and detennine the existence of life.

'* All will concur in admiring tho profound thought wblcli has ennobled so nmny familiar thin^, and bnii

even tinged tlie commonest process of liousehold life with the hues of novelty and surprise. The worli deserves

to be universally read."

—

JiritUk Quarterli/ Kevuiff.

In Octavo, with 22 Engravingn, price 30«.,

THE CHEMISTRY
OF

VEGETABLE AND ANIMAL PHYSIOLOGY.
By Dr J. G. MULDER,

Professor of Chemistry in the University of Utroclit.

Translated by Dr P. F. II. FROMBERG ; with an Introduction and Notes by

Professor JOHNSTON.
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